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the  last  ten  years,  of  the  judiciary  of  the  -  -    13      64        1 

Zfoty  in  British  produce  or  nianu&ctiures.  Correspond- 
ence with  the  British  mitiister  in  relation  to  an  in* 
crease  of-  -  -  -  -  -10      961 

E. 

BMctr^magnetic  jpower^  as  a  mechanical  agent*  for  the 
purposes  of  navigation  and  locomotion.  Report  Df 
'Professor  Charles  G.  Page,  relative  to  liis  experi- 
ments for  testing  the  Capacity,  «kc.,  of  the  -      1        1    449 

£lectro-magnetic  power  as  a  mechanical  agent  for  the 
purposes  of  navigation  and  locomotion.  Report  of 
Charles  G.  Page,  relative  to  -  -  -    18      61        1 

El  Paso,  from  Pdrl  Smith  to'Saiiea  Pe,  by  Captain  Marcy ; 
of  an  expedition  into  the  KaVajb  country,  by  Lieu- 
tenant Simpson;  and  of  an  expedition  on  the  west- 
ern frontier  of  ft'exas.  Reconnaissar^ces  of  routes, 
by  Brevet-Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  and  others, 
from  San  Antonio  to  -  -  -        *  -    14      64       .1 

ftgincers,  with  a  copy  of, P.  T.  Tyson's  report  on  the 

geology  of  Cahiomia.    Report  of  the  Bureau  of  • 

Topographical       ^  -  -  -  -    10      47      ^3 

EUgin^ers,  m  relation  to  the  commerce  of  the  lakes, 
American  tonnage  engaged ,  and  the  number  of  sea- 
men employed  thereon,  <fec.    Report  of  the  Bureau  ..  » 
of  Topographical   -  -  -  -  -    10      48        1 

Engineer  of  the*  army,  for  1849.    Annual  report  of  the    >g      ge      47 
Chief        -  ...  -  -  |i        1    200 

Engineers,  with  estimates,  for  184d.'  Annual  report  of  ^^      gg      49 
the  Colonel  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  *  ">  i         \    294 
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Espy 's  report  in  relation  to  meteorological  observations  ^-j.-v 
and  "rules  for  mariners."    Professor       -  '  1  12  i 

Estimates  for  surveys  for  frontier  defences,  military  and 
geographical,  northern  and  northwestern  lakes^ 
and  the  improvement  of  the  habor  at  Mobile        -      1 

Estimates  for  improvement  of  rivets  and  harbors  -  -      1 

Estimates  for  construction,  repairs,  &c.,  of  lighthouses      1 

E^mates  and  plans  for  improving  t)ie  entrances  from 
Lake  Michigan  into  Maskegon  lake,  Black  and 
Grand  rivers.  Report  of  Bureau  of  Topographical 
Engineers,  of-  -  -  •6201 

Estimates  for  the  oflSce  of  Sefcpetary  of  the  Navy;  south- 
west executive  building;  Bureau  of  Construction, 
Equipment,  and  Repair;  Bureaurof  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography;  Bureau  of  Navy-yards  and  Docks;  i 

Bureau  ot  Provision  and  Clothing;  and  Bureau  of 
Medicine  and  Sur^erJ^    Aggregate  of      -        >  -      1        1    463 

Estimates  for  the  oiflfce  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
several  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department,  lor  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1861.    General 

Estimate  for  the  expenses*  of  the  southwest  executive 
building  for  the  fiscal  year  1850-'5l 

Estimate  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1851 .    General 

Estimate  for  the  support  of  the  marine  corps  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30ih  June,  1851.  *  General    - 

Estimates  for  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851.    Detailed 

Estimate  for  the  pay  of  commi$$ion  and  warrant  officers 
of  the  navy,  including  the  engineer  corps,  (aot  on 
duty,)  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851 

Estimate  lor  the  improvement  and  repair  of  buildings 
and  grounds  of  the  naval  school  at  Annapolis  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851 

Estimate  for  the  txansportation  of  the  United  States  mail, 
under  act  of  3d  August,  1848,  for  the  fisc^  year 
ending  30th  June,  ISol    -  -  -  . 

Estimate  for  the  Ntiutical  Almanac  for  the  fiscal  year  of 
1850-'51 ,  under  act  of  3d  March,  1849     - 

Estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction, 
Equipment,  and  Repairs,  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1851  -  .  •  - 

Estimate  for  the  pay  .of  commission,  warrant,  and  petty 
officers^  and  seamen,  including  engineer  corps, 
d^c,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30ih  June,  1851    - 

Estimate  for  increase,  repairs,  armament^  and  equipment 
of  the  navy,  and  for  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in 
commission,  including  fuel  for  steamers  and  the 
pinrchase  ol  hemp  for  the  navy,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June^  1851    -  -  -  «      1        1    464 
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Estimate  for  the  expenditures  under  the  head  of  *'enn- 
merated  contingent,"  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1851        ..... 

Estimaie  for  the  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30lh  June, 
1851 

Estimate  for  pay  of  officers  on  ordnance  duty  for  the  year 
ending  30ih  June,  1851     .... 

Estimate  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  required  • 
for  the  general  service  of  the  navy  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1851  .  ,  .  . 

E^imate  for  the  support  of  the  Hydrographical  Office  and 
>^ationaI  Observatory  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1851 

Estimate  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Docks  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851 

Estimate  for  pay  of  officers  attached  to  the  recruiting  sta- 
tions for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851 

Estimate  for  pay  of  officers  and  others  at  navy  yards  and 
stations  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  185d 

Estimate  for  the  construction,  extension,  and  completion 
of  works  at  the  several  navy-yards,  and  for  the  ne- 
cessary current  repairs  at  the  same,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  Jjane,  1851 

Estimate  for  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1851.  Statement  showing  the 
several  sums  which  make  up  the  amounts  of  the 
1st  and  2d  items  in  the  general     - 

Estimate  for  hospitals  and  magazines 

Estimate  for  the  completion  of  the  stone  dry  dock  at  New 
York,  and  for  the  completion  of  the  floating  dry- 
docks  to  be  built  at  Kittery,  Philadelphia,  and 
Pensacola  navy  yards        .  .  .  - 

Estimate  from  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  for  the 
.     year  ending  30th  June,  1851,  in  addition  to  the 
balances  remaining  unexpended  1st  July,  1850. 
*    General    -  -  -  - 

Estimate  for  that  portion  of  the  United  States  naval  ser- 
vice coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Bureau 
of  Provisions  and  Clothing  during  the  year  ending 

30th  June,  1851  ^ 

Estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 

Clothing  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851 

Estimates  for  its  support  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30lh 

June,  1861 ,  <fcc.    Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Medi. 

cine  and  Surgery,  with     .... 

Estimates  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  officers,  pay  of  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  marine  corps,  ana  for  undrawn  rations  and 
clothing,  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851,  in- 
cluding three  months'  extra  pay,  imder  resolution 
of  10th  August,  1848        .... 
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Estimates  of  the  expenses  of  the  Quarteriiiaster's  de- 
l)artra(ent  of  the  marine. corps  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1851 1        1    759 

Estimates  for  the  mail  service,  &c.,  during  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1850  -  -  ...      1        1     776 

Estimate  of  appropriations  fcr  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
'Sionei  of  the  tjeneral  Land  Office  for  the  fiscal 

•   •      year  ending  30th  June,  1851         -  -  -      2        1      65 

Estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  surveying  department 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1851  -      2        1       66 

Estimate  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long  for  the  repair  of 

the  Cumberland  dam        -  -  -  -      6      14        1 

Espendituies  on  account  of  national  armories,  and  the 
number  of  arms,  ^c*,  during  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1849.    Statement  of  -  .       *     -      6      27        2 

Expenditures  on  account  of  the  service  of  the  Slate  De- 

•      partn>ent  in  1^9.    Statement  of  -  .  -     10      30        1 

Eixpenfuitures  from  the  marine  hospital  fund  for  the  relief 

of  sick  and  disabled  seamen.     Statement  of         •    10      31         8 

Expenditures,  under  tlie  head  of  contingent  expenses,  as 
settled  and  allowed  at  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office 
of  the  Treasury  Department.    Statement  of         -      1        1     764 

^^nditures  for  contingencies  of  the  various  offices  and 
bureaus  of  the  War  Department  during' the  fiscal 

J  ear  ending  30th  June,  1849.    Statements  of      -      6        9        1 
itures  for  thfe  service  of  the  War  Department  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1849.    State- 
ment -of  appropriations  ^d  .  -  -      6      10        1 
Expenses  of  the  judiciary  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Report  in  relation  to  the    -  •  *  -    13      54        1 

P. 

Finances.  Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  state  ©f  the      .  -  -  -      4        2        1 

Pirpt  Assistant  Postmaster  General.  (See  Postmaster 
General.) 

Florida.  Instructions  (17(h  September,  1849)  of  the  Sec- 
retaries of  War  and  Interior  to  Brigadier  General 
•Twiggs  and  S.  Spencer,  Sub-Indian  agent,  re- 
specting the  removal  of  the  Senjinole  Indians  re- 
maining in  -  -  -  -  -21     961 

Florida  in  1849,    (part  1.)  Report  of  military  operations 

in 1        1     116 

Florida,  during  the  past  year,  the  area  occupied  by  them, 
their  removal,  &c.  Correspondence  in  relation  to 
hostilities  committed  by  the  Seminole  Indians  in     13      49        3 

Foreign  vessels.     (See  Vessels.) 

Fortifications,   and    military  establishments    connected 

therewith,  in  1849.     Condition,  repairs,  <fcc.,  of  -      1        1    209 
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Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas,  to  Santa  Fe,  in  New  Mexico. 
Report  and  map^  by  Lieutenant  Simpson,  of  the 
route  from  -  -  -  -*  -      6      12        1 

Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Pe.  Report  of  Captain  Marcy^s  re- 
connaissance of  the  roate  from      *  -  -    14      64        1' 

Fourth  Auditor.    (See  Audiiar.) 

Frauds  upon  the  revenue  since  the  ^ct  of  1846.  State- 
ment of  measnres  adopted  \o  prevent        -  -    14      T9    .  1 

Franklin,  relative  to  the  expedition  to  the  Arctic  regions 
under  the  comtnand  of  her  husband.  Correspond- 
ence vith  the  lady  of  Sir  John     -  -  -      6        8        1 

Frontier  defences.    Esliniates  for  inland  and  Atlantic  1        1    3(K^ 

G. 

Garci^^',  from  New  Orleans,  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  that 
port.  ^Correspondence  relating  to  the  abduction  oi 
Bey,  alias '  -  -    .        -  -      6      13        1 

Geological  and  mineraloeical  survey  of  the  United  States  '• 

mineral, lands  in  Michigan,  under  act  of  March  1, 
1847,  by  Charles  T.  Jackson,  United  States  geolo- 
gist, for  the  survey  of  the  United  States  mmeral  • 
lands  in  Michigan.    Report  of  the  -  -      3        1    371 

Geological  specimens  collected  in  Messrs.  Hubbard  and 
Ives*s  districts  of  public  surveys  in  1846.  Cata- 
logue of    .  *  -  .  .  -     3       1    912 

Geology  and  topography  of  California  and  Otegon.    Re- 

6>rt3  of  Brevet  Major  General  Smith  and  Brevet 
rigadier  General  Riley » with  accompanying  re- 
ports of  Mr.  Tyson,  Professor  Fraser,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Talbot  and  Ord,  in  telation  to  the     -  -    10      J7        1 

German  government,  and  to  securing  the  services  of  naval 
officers  of  the  United  States  in  builduig  up  the 
German  navy.  Correspondence  with  the  minister  . 
of  die  German  En^pire  in  relation  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  war  steanier  at  New  York,  destined,  as 
all^^,  for  the  service  of  the       -  -  -      1        1      1& 

Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
change of  nudls.    Regulations  adopted  by  -»      1        1    80?* 

Guano.  Report  respecting  commercial  privileges  extend- 
ed tp  citizens  of  the  United  States  hi  relation  to 
the  trade  in  Peruvian    *  -  -        '  -.  -    13      l59       ,1 

Gnano.    Q^spatch  from  T^.  Clay,  charge  d'affkires  at 

Lima,  respecting  Peruvian  -  -  •    14      80  .    4 

QaAeof,  who  was  tecendy  sent  eitt  by  the  goveminent  to  •       i 

obti^n  information  in  respect  to  Liberia.    Report 
of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  -'  -  -  -    14      75      J 

H- 

Hagner^  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  manufacturing  percus- 
sion powder  and  caps,  small  axms,  &c.,  in  France^ 
Belgium.  Holland,  and  England.  Report  ofBte^ 
vet  Major  i^.T.     -  -  -  -  .     1       1    374 
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Harbors  and  river»  for  the,  year  ending  30th  Jnne,  1S5I.  . 

.  Estimates  for  the  improvemeut  of  -  -      1        1     300 

Hardcajsde's  map  of  the  valley  of  Mexico.    Eepbrt  of  the , 
Secr^t^ry   of  War,    communicating   Lieutenant;^ 
'Smith  and  -  .      •     .    ,        .  -.     6      11         1 

Hot  Springs  of  Arkansas*    (See  Lands.) 

Hungarian  .exiles.     Correspondence  with  the  Turkish 

government  on  the  subject  of  the  -  -    14=      81        1 

Hungary  during  the  recent  war  between  that  country  and 
Austria.     Correspondence  with  the  agent  employ- 
.ed  to  visit  -  -  -  -    /      -  -    10      43        I 

Hughes's  description  of  the  march  of  a  division  of  the 
United  States  army,  under  the  command  of  General 
Wool,  from  San  Aiitonio  de  Bexar,  in  Texas,  to      , 
Saltillo,  in  Mexico.     Captain        -  -  -    10      32        5 


Indians  remaining  in  Florida.  Instructions  of  17th  Sep- 
tember ,J.  849,  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Interior 

J  to  Brigadier  General  Twiggs,  and  S.  Spencer,  In- 

dian sub- agent,*  respecting  the  removal  of  the 
Seminole  -  .  .  ...  -      2      •  1     961 

Indians  and  Indian  affairs  in  that  State.  Report  of  7th 
March,  1849,  of  R..  S.  Neighbors  to  BrigacGer 
General  Worth,  commanding  the  troops  in  TexaS| 
in  relation  to  -  -  -  -  •      3        1    963 

Indians  and  Indian  affairs  in  Texas.    Captain  Catlett's 

,•  comuvinication,  12th,  May,  1349,  and  report  of 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  4th  June,  1849^ 
in  relation  to  the    -  ....      2        1    965 

Indians  for  a  portion  of  their  lands  in  Minnesota.    In- 
structions  to  the  commissioners,  25th  August, 
1849,  appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  Dacotah  or 
f  Siou^        -        ...  .  -  -      2'       1    990 

Indian  affairs  id  Oregon.    Extract  from  a  report  of  (^v- 

,  ernoir  Lane,  9tb  April,  1848,  in  relatidQ  to  -      2        1    994 

Indian  affaire  in  New  Mexico.    Report,  1st  October, 

1849,  of  J.  S.  Calhoun,  Indian  agent  at  Santa  Fe,    ; 

in  relation  to      '.  -  -  •  -  -      2        1    994 

Indian  agenf  at  Salt  Lake,  California.    Report  of,  John 

f        .^Wil^on..       ^.  -  -  ,.     .^.   ^     ,11002 

Indian  affairs  in  Minnesota.  Report  of  GrOYernor  Ram- 
sey in  relation  to    ...  -  -  -  - .     2        1  1005 

IndiapAifahs.    Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  o^   -      2        1    937 

Indians.    Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 

s      Navajoe  tribe  of     -  ...         .  .  .11     113 

Indians.    Statement  of  accounts  of  disbursements ,  made 

for  the  benefit  of  the  -  -,  i       .     -    10      41        I 

Indians  of  the  Vnited  States  on  the  frontier  of  Mexico. 

.-  Trails! ation  of  a  letter  from  the^  Mexican  minister 

to  the  Swretary  of  Stated  in  lela'tion  to  the  wild    -    10      44        1 
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Indians  in  Florida  during  tho  past  year,  the  area  now 
occupied  by  them,  their  removal,  &c.     Corres- 
pondence relative  to  hostilities  committed  by  the 
.   Seminole    -'  -  -  ^         -  -  -    13      49        1 

Indians,  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1848.    Ae- 

Krt  of  the  Second  Auditor  o/  the  Treasury  in  re- 
Lion  to  the  disbursement  or'appHcation  of  moneys, 
goods,  or  effects  for  the  benefit  of  the        -  «      6        4        1 

Indians,  according  to  the  principles  established  by  tb^ 
treaty  of  August,  iy46.  Report  of  the  Second 
Comptroller  and  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement  of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  -  -  -  .  .  -      6        6        1 

loterior,  of  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  Interior 
Department  during '  the  year  1849;  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the      -      /      .  -  .  -      2        1        1 

Interior,  with  a  statement  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  showing*  the  amount  of  public 
land  originally  contained  in  each  State,  the  num- . 
ber  of  acres  granted  to  each  State  for  objects  of  in- 
ternal improvement^  the  number  necessary  to 
make  the  grants  to  each  Stale  equal  to  the  ma±i- 
'mum  of  the  State  receiving  the  greates  jt, 

and  the  number  necessary  to  make  e  it 

equal  in  proportion  to  the  areas  of  es  le 

several  States,    Jleport  of, the  Secretary  ,"      6      17       ,1 

Interior,  of  rejected  applications  for  pensions.  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  -  '  -  -  -  .   6.     22        1 

Interior,  relative  to  the  pririrting  for  tl^at  department.   Re-  '      '  '    . 

port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -    10     .33        1 

Inferior,  communicating  information  in  relation  to.  the 
operations  of  the  comniission  appointed  to  run  and 
mark  the  boundary  between  the  Unijted  States  and     ' 
Mexico.    Reports  (parts  1  and  2)  of  the  Secretary  '    .      . 
ofthe        .  .  r  -  -  .     Id      34       jl 

Interior,  in  relation  6)  the  public  lands  i^  the  Milwankie 

land  district. '  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the      .  -    10      .46        1 

Interior,  in  relation  to  the  expense  of  the  judiciary  of  the  j  ,       i 

District  of  Columbia.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  ...  .  -  .    13     ;64        1 
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Interior,  relative  ^o  the  tiot  Springs  of  Arkansas.  JJ^|)brt    ' 
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Genera]  Twigffs^^  and  S.  Spencer,  sub- Indian 
agent,  dateci  ITthf  September,  1849,  tespecUrig  ^i^ 
removal  of  the  SBminble  Indians  remaining  in 
Ploi;ida.  Instructions^  of  the  Secretaries  of  Wair 
and'  w  •  .  -  -    .      -      2       I*   !9Q1 

J. 

Judi<nary  6f  the  District  of  Columbia.     Report  of  the 

annual  eXpensjfes,  for  the  last  ten  years,  of  the     -    13      64        1 

K. 

'Kosciusko  agaiji^t  Alejicandre  de  Bodisco,  the  Russian 
minister.    Report  in  relation  to  measures  tai^en  by 
the  Secretary  of^tate  on  the  niemorial  of  the  great 
:  graofinephew  and  attorney  of  the  heirs  of  General    13      60        1 

L, 

Lakes,  amount  of  American  tonnage  en^ged,  number  of 
seamen  employed  thereo'n,  ccc.    Report  of  the  To- 
pographical Bureau,  in  relation  to  the  commerce    ' 
of  the        - 10      48        1 

Ijake  Michigan  into  Msiskegon  lal^e.  Black  river,  and 
Grand  river,  tleports  of  plans  and  estimates  for 
improving  the  entrances  from        -  -  *      6      20        1 

Lands  in  the  Milwaukie  land  district.  Report  of  the 
Conunissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  rela- 
laUoh  to  the  public  -        '   -  -    10      46        1 

.Land  sold,  the  amount  of  money  received  therefor,  and 

the  amount  of  incidental  expenses  thereon,  in  the     .     . 
years  1847, 1848,  and  184&.    Report  of  the  quan- 
tity of       -  -  .'  -  .  .    13      63        1 

Lands  in  Louisiana.    Report  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of 

.  the  Interior  relative  to  tlie  swamp  and  overflowed    14   '  68        1 

Lands  surrotinding  the  Hot  springs  in  Arkansas.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  interior  in  relation  to  the 
appilcatidns  of  private  claimants  to  the     -  -    14      70      ,1 

Land  Office,  of  the  operations  of  that  office  during  the 
year  184d.    Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
•   Gerietal     -  •  ^  •  -  -      2        1      17 

Lands  sold;  of  ca^^  Treasurer'^  receipts,  treasury  noteis^ 
stock,  &^,  received  therefor j  of  incidental  ex- 
,  penses  therein;  and  of  payments  iiito  the  treasury 

on  kccoimt  thereof^  in  the  year  1848.    Statement 
of  the  public         .  .  .         '.  .      2       1      86 

.Lands  sold;,  of  cash,  Treasurer's  receipt^;,  treasury  notes, 
stock,  &c.,  received  therefor;  of  incidental  ex* 
"penaes  thereon ;  and  of  pfitytnents  into  th^  d^sury 
on  account  thereof,  during  the  first  aiid  erecond  ^ 

quarters  of  the  year  1849.    Statement  of  public  •      2       1      41 
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Lands  sold;  of  cash,  Treasurer's  receipts,  treasury  notes, 
stock,  &^.,  received  therefor;  of  incidental  ex- 
penses thereon;  and  of  pa3rments  into  the  treasury 
on  account  thereof,  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year 
1849.     Statement  of  public  •  -  -      2        1      47 

Lands  in  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
and  Arkansas;  the  nnnvber  of  acres  corered  by 
such  relinquislunettt,'  &c«,  so  far  as  the  returns  to 
September  30,  1849,  have  been  receiTt^  at  the 
General  Land  Oflfce.  Statement  showing  the  • 
number  of  Ghociaw'  certificates  relinquished  to 
the  United  States  for  -  -  -  -       2        I       53 

lands  nnder  the  act  of  September  4,  1841  y  ^' to  appro-  ! 

pnate  the  proceeds  of  the  salds  of  the  puUic  lands, 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights.^'  Exhibit  of  State 
selections  ot*  -  -  -  -  -      2        1      67 

Land  warrants  returned,  located  fbr  patents;  during  1847, 
1848,  and  1st, 2d, and  3d  quarters  of  1839/  State- 
ment  of  militarv  bountv   -    '  -  -      2        1      66 

Land  (  chool  sections 

'  sale  in  1849;  1 
's  of  which  h 

nd  Ofllce;  lhe(  '  •, 

\f^t  advertised; 

will  b'e  preparec  .  i    - 

")f  public  -        •    -   '  2,       i       58 

Lands  e  November  30,  1848,  ,, 

25   ...^  .^ ^  — ler  proclamation,  excju- 

sive  of  school  lands.     Synopsis  of  the  public       •    .  2     '   J     ,69 
Land  Stat^  and  Territories,  the  ^rtiount  of  land  disposed 
of  by  sale  and  otherwise,  and  the  amount  unsold 
and  undisposed  of  on  the  30ih  September,  1S49. 
Statement  of  th<  -      2     '.1      ISli 

Land  claims  made  by  ai  , 

Land  Office,  an(  ie 

Treasury  or  Int  er 

the  act  of  1846,  of    ,       .  ' 

all   suspended  iq  j 

several  States  i  of 

1848,  to  extend  ii-  ' 

cations  of  -  t  -   .        -  -  2  .     1      68 

Lands  surveyed,  <kc..  In  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  in  1849. 
Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Iowa  anii 
Wisconsin  of  the  .  -.  -  .  .      2        1,  ^2 

Lands  in  Michigan.    Report  of  C.  T.  Jackson,  United 

States  geologist,  and  assistants,  of  a  survey  of  ,   * 

mineral     n  -.  -       '     -      .     -  -      3.'    I    ^71 

Laad^,  with  reference  to 'mines  and  minerals  in  tl>e 

northern  peninsula  of  Michigan,  in  the  years  1845    '  .  .    .  ,  ,  ., 
and  1846.     Report  of  linear  surveys,  by  Messrs. '  / 

Burt,  Hubbard,  Houghton,  Higgins,  and  Iv^s,  of      3     '    1     803 
3  ••...--' 
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Lands  originally  contained  in  each  State;  the  number  of 
acres  granted  to  each  State  for  objects  of  internal 
improvement;  the  number  necessary  to  make  the 
grants  to  each  State  equal  to  the  maximum  of  the 
Sta$e  receiving  the  greatest  quantity^  and  the  nam* 
ber  necessary  to  raeike  each  grant  equal  in  propor 
tion  to  the  areas  of  each  of  the  several  States.  Ee« 
port  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office^  shorwing  the  amount  of     -  -  *•      6      17        1 

liiberia.  Report  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Qtirley,  who  was  pe- 
cen/Iy  sent  out  by  the  government  to  obtain  inform- 
ation in  respect  to  -  -  -  -  -    14      75        1 

Light-houses.    Construction,  condition^  repairs^  &e.,  of      1        1 .  29& 

Lighthouses  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851.    Es* 

timates  for  -  -  -  -  -      1        1     3(K> 

Long\plan  and  estimate  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumber'* 

land  dam.    Lieutenant  Colonel    >  *  -     6      14        1 

M. 

Mail  routes,  mail  contractors,  route  agents,  local  agents., 
and  mail  messengers  in  the  several  sections  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1849.    Statement  of  the  number  of     1        1    802 

Mail  service  in  the  years  1848  and  1849.     Comparative 

statements  of         -  -  -  -  -      1        1    776 

Mail  service  ior  the  year  ending  30th  of  June,  1849.  Tab- 
ular statement  of  -  -  -  -  -      1        1     800 

Mails  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  Reg- 
ulations adopted  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of    -      1        1    803 

Mail  sendee  as  in  operation  October  1, 1849.    Statement 

of  steamboat         -  -  -  -  -      1        1    842 

Mail  service  as  in  operation  October  1, 1849.    Statement 

offaihoad   -  -  -  -  •  -    1        1    844 

Mail  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans  in  the  year 
1849.  Report  of  the  Postmaster  General  respect- 
ing the  alleged  failures  of  the        -  -  -    13      62        1 

Mail  in  steam  vessels  between  New  York  and  Liverpool 
and  Charleston  and  Havana.  Report  of  the  Post- 
master iGeneral  in  relation  to  an  alleged  non-com- 
pliance of  contract  for  carrying  the  -  -    14      77        1 

Manpfiictures  for  the  year  1849.    Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents  in  relation  to  arts  and    -  -  .    7      16.^1 
(See  table  of  contents  of  the  above ,  at  page  2 

^  of  the  same.) 

Map  of  the  valley  of  Mexico.    ^See  Mexico.) 

Marcy,  of  a  route  from  Fort  Smith  to  Santa  Fe.  Recon- 
naissance by  Captain         -  -  -  -    14      64        1 

Marine  hospital  fund  for  the' relief  of  sick  and  disabled  ■ 

seamen.    Statement  of  expenditures  from  the      -    10      31      al 

Marine  corps,  and  detailed  estimates  for  the  paymaster 
and  the  quartermaster  of  the  corps.  Report  of  the 
commandant  of  the  •  -  -  •     1       1    761 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


INDEX.  1ft 

Vol.  No.  Ihi^^ 
Mariners.''  Professor  Espy's  report  of  <<  Rules  for  •  12  39  1 
Maskc^n,  lake.     (See  Lake.) 

Mediciae  and  Surgery^  with  estimates  for  its  support  du- 
ring the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1851,  and  a 
statement  of  the  number  and  grades  of  medical 
officers  required  for  duty  during  the  same  period, 
at  home  stations  and  afloat.    JSeport  of  the  Bureau 

of 1       1    T4^ 

Messages  of  the  President    (See  President.) 
Meteorology,  &c.    Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

in  relation  to  agiicoltural  -•  -  -  -      8      16        t 

Meteorological  observations,  by  Professor  Espy,  part  1. 

Report  of  -  -  -  .  •  -    11      39        I 

Meteorological  observations,  by  Professor  Espy,  part  2. 

Report  of  -  -  -  -  -  -    12      39        1 

Mexican  minister,  to  Mr.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State,  in 
relation  to  the  wild  Indians  of  the  United  States  on 
the  frontier  of  Mexico.    Translation  of  a  letter  from 

Mr.  De  La  Rosa 10      44        t 

Mexioo.     Operations  of  the  commission  to  ran  and  mark 

the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and        -    10      34        1 
Mexico.    Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  correspondence,   in  rdation  to  an 
armed  expedition  alleged  to  be  for  the  invasion  of 
Cuba;  or  some  of  the  provinces  of  •  •      1        1      17 

Mexico  in  relation  to  the  character  and  validity  of  the 
Protocol  of  the  confoences  previons  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  at  Queretaro,  of  liay  26,  1848. 
Correspondence  with  the  legation  of      •  -      1        1      6^ 

Mexico,  from  surveys  by  Lieutenaots  Smith  and  Hard- 
castle.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  ocmimu* 
nicating  a  map  of  the  valley  of     •  •  •      6      11        It 

Michigan.     L^e.     (See  Lake.) 
Michigan,  by  C.  T.  Jackton,  United  Slates  Geologist,  and 
his  assistants.    Report  of  a  survey  of  minend 
lands  in    -  •  -  •  -      3        1    3tl' 

Michigan,  in  the  years  1846  and  1846.    Repcnrts,  by 
Messrs.  Burt,  Hnbbardi  Houghien,  Higgins,  and 
Ives,  of  linear  surveys  with  reference  to  mines 
and  minerals  in  the  northern  peninsula  of        •      3        1    81^ 
Military  Academy.     (See  Acadeniy.) 
Military  bonnty-land  wanrants.    (See  Land.) 
Military  roads.    (See  RoaA.) 
Militia,  their  arms,   aceoatrements,   and  ammunition. 

Abstract  of  the  returns  of  the        •  -  -      6      25       1 

Militia  of  the  several  States  for  the  year  1848,  under  act 
of  1808.    Statonent  of  the  apportionment  of  arms 

to  the 1        1    43^ 

Milwaukie  land  district.    (See  Landa.) 
Mines  and  minerals  in  the  northern  peninsula  of  Michi- 
gan, in  1845  and  1846.    Reports  of  linear  surveys 
with  reference  to-  -  *  -  .31    8QSI 

(  8$e  index  to  the  above,  ai  page  SOU  of  eamfi')        r-         . 
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Sineral  lands.    (See  Lands,) 
Minnesota,  by  Brevet  Captain  Pope.    Report  of  an  explo- 
ration of  the  Territory  of  -  -  -  .    10      42        1 
^ICnt,  for  the  year  1849.    Report  of  the  director  of  the    -      6      21        1 

N. 

Nautical  Almanac,  provided  for  under  act  of  3d  March, 
1849.  Report  of  Lieutenant  C.  H.  Davis  relative 
to  the 1        1    443 

Kavajo  country.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Simpson's  expe- 
dition into  the       -  -  -  -  -    14      64        1 

Naval  officers.    Report  in  relation  to  allowances  to         -    13      61        1 

Naval  officers  of  the  United  States  to  aid  in  building  up 
the  German  navy,  <fec.  Correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  securing  to  the  Germanic  confederation  the 
services  of  -  •  -  -  -11118 

Naval  stations  at  home  and  abroad,  submitted  July  1, 
1849.  Statement  of  the  value  of  provisions,  clo- 
thing, and  small  stores  at  -  -  -      1        1     711 

Kaval  stations;  and  also  condemned  and  sold  at  auction 
at  naval  stations  at  home  and  abroad  during  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1849.  Statement  showing 
the  cost  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  small  sA>res 
condemned  on  board  the  various  national  vessels 
at  foreign  •  -  -  -  -      1         1    713 

Navigation  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1849.  Report  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  of  the       -  -  -  -631 

N^avy,  of  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment of  the  public  service  during  the  y^ar 
1849.    Report  o(  the  Secretary  of  the    -  -      1         1     425 

Navy,  of  transfers  of  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1849.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the       -  -  -  -671 

Havy,  showing  the  annual  number  of  deaths  in  the  United 
States  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  an- 
nual cost  of  that  squadron.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  -  -  -  -  -    10      40        1 

Ifaivy,  in  relation  to  allowances  to  navy  officers.    Report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the       -  -  -  •    13      61        1 

Navy,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Prof.  Charles  G. 
Page  on  electro-magnetic  power  as  a  mechanical 
agent  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  locomo- 
tion.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  •    13      61        1 

Navy  pensioners.    (See  Pemioners.) 

Navy.    List  of  deaths,  resignations,  and  dismissions  in 

the 1        1    448 

Havy-yards,  July  1, 1848,  and  of  the  articles  received 
and  expended  from  June  80,  1848,  to  June  30, 
1849;  also  of  those  remaining  on  hand  July  1, 
1849,  under  ihe  direction  of  the  Burepuof  Con* 
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strnction^  Equipment^  and  Repairs.    Statement  of 
the  cost  or  estimated  value  of  stores  on  hand  at  the 
several  -      1        1    46K 

Navy-yards,  for  building,  repairing,  or  equipping  vessels 
of  the  navy,  or  in  receiving  or  securing  stores  and 
materials  K>r  those  purposes.    Statement  of  the 
number  of  days'  labor,  and  its  cost,  froia  July  1, 
1848,  to  July  1, 1849,  for  the  respective  -  -      1        1    4fi> 

Navy-yards,  from  4th  December,  1848,  to  14th  Novem- 
ber, 1S49.    Abstract  of  oflFers  to  furnish  naval  sup- 
plies at  the  several  -  -  -  -      1        1    514 

Navy-yards,  July  1 ,  1848,  of  articles  received  and  expend- 
ed from  June  30,  1848,  to  June  30, 1849,  and  of 
those  remaining  on  hand  July  1, 1849,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydro- 
graphy.   Statement  of  cost  or  estimated  value  of 
stores  on  hand  at  the  several         •  -  -      1        1    65ft  * 

Navy.yards,  chargeable  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography.    Statement  of  the  number  of  days' 
labor,  and  cost  thereof,  from  July  1,  1848,  to  June 
30,  1849,  at  the  respective  -  -  -      1        1    BBl 

Navy  Department,  as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  Fourth 
Auditor's  office  for  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1849.    Abstract  of  contingent  expenses  of  the      1        1    764 
Navy  Department,  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  prize- 
money  paid  into  tlie  treasury  under  the  act  of 
March  3,  1849.    Correspondence  of  the  -  -    10      36        1 

Navy  Department  and  officers  of  the  navy,  and  the  gov- 
ernor of  Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  assemblage, 
d^c,  of  persons  on  Round  island,  coast  of  Missis- 
sippi, during  the  summer  of  1849.    Correspond- 
ence between  the  -  -  -  -    13      65        1' 

Navy,  communicating  to  Mr.  Levy,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  the  report  of  Professor  Es- 
py relating  to  rules  for  mariners,  part  2.    Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the     -  -  -  -    12      39        1 

New  Mexico  in  1649,  (part  1.)     Report  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary operations  in  -  -  -  -      1        1    105 

Kew  Mexico,  (parts  1  and  2.)  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a  State  govern- 
ment in     -  -  -  -  -  -    13      GO        1 . 

Kew  Mexico.    Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  claim  of  Texas  to  jurisdiction 
over  part  of  -  -  -  -  -    14      67 

New  Mexico,  together  with  a  digest  of  the  votes  for 
and  against  it;  also  a  letter  to  the  late  President  of 
the  United  States  from  Manuel  Alvarez.  Consti- 
tutipn  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of     -  -    14      7#        ^ 

New  Mexico,  setting  forth  sundry  grievances,  and  calling 
upon  Congress  for  their  correction.  Communica- 
tion of  R.  H.  Weigh tman  accompanying  a  memo- 
rial of  the  legislature  of     -  -  -  -    14      7ft       1 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


■22  INDEX. 


Vol.    No.    Pap. 


51 

1 

1 

265 

26 

51 

New  Mexico  and  California.  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  communicating  information, 
with  extensive  correspondence,  in  relation  to        -      9      18 


Ocean  steamers,    (See  Stpam  vessels.) 

Officers  of  the  navy.    Report  in  relation  to  allowances  to    13 

Ordnance.    Annual  report  of  the  Colonel  of      -  "^   g 

Ordnance  stores.     (See  Navy  yards.)  ^ 

Ordnance^  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  manufacturing  per- 
cussion capS;  small  arms,  &c.,  in  France,  Bel- 
gium, Holland,  and  England.  Report  of  P.  V. 
Hagner,  Brevet  Major  and  First  Lieutenant  of  -  1  1  375 
Oregon.  Correspondence  embracing  further  information 
in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a  State  government 
in  California;  and  also  in  relation  to  the  condition 
of  civil  affairs  in    -  -  -  -  -    13      62        1 

Overflowed  lands.    (See  Lands.) 


'V9ig^f  on  electro-magnetic  power  as  a  mechanical  agent 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  locomotion.  Re- 
port of  Professor  Charles  G.  -  -  -    13      61        I 

Patents  in  relation  to  arts  and  manufactures  for  the  year 

1849.    Annual  report  of  Commissioner  of  -      7      16        1 

Patents  inrelation  to  agricultural  statistics,  American  agri- 
culture, agricultural  meteorology,  breadstuffs,  crops, 
&c.    Report  of  the  Commissioner  of       -  -      8      15        I 

Paymaster  General  of  the  army,  for  1849.    Annual  repoit 

of  the 1        1    198 

Pensions,  showing  the  operations  of  that  office  during 
the  year  1849.  Annual  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of    -  -  -  .  -  -21  1177 

'Pensioners  in  the  different  States  under  the  several  pension 
.acts  of  1818, 1828, 1832,  1836, 1838, 1843,  1844, 
February  2,  July  21  and  29,  1848.  Statement  of 
the  number  of 2       1  1180 

PensiQuers  added  to  the  rolls  of  the  several  States 
since  the  last  annual  report.  Statement  of  the 
number  of  -  -  -  -  -      2        1  1183 

Pensioners  whose  deaths  have  been  reported  since  the 

last  annual  return.    Statement  of  the  number  of  -      2        1  1184 

Ftosioners  who  have  been  paid  in  the  first  and  second 

quarters  of  1849.    Statement  of  the  number  of   -      2        I  1186 

•Pension  agents  at  the  dates  of  their  last  returns,  on  ac- 
count of  invalid,  widows'  and  revolutionary  pen-         ^ 
sions.    Statement  of  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
several      -  -  -  -  -  -      2        1  1188 

^Pensioners  complete  to  November  7, 1849.    Alphabetical 

list  of  invalid  navy  -  -  -  -      2        1  1195 
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Pensions  daring  the  y«af  1849.  Sefort  of  rejected  ap- 
propriations for      -  -  ^  -      6      22        1 

ftnsioBcrs  complete  to  November  7.  1849.     Alphabetical 

list  of  persons  restored  to  the  roll  of  privateer        -      2        1  1204 

Pension.^  under  the  act  of  August  11^1 848.     Alphabetical 

list  of  widows  who  are  now  drawing        -  •       2        1  1206 

Pensioned  under  tbeactof  August  1 1, 1848.  Alpbabetical 
Ust  of  the  orphan  children  of  officers^  seamen^  and 
marines  who  have  been    -  -  -  -      2        1  1215 

Peruvian  indemnity  under  the  convention  of  March  ^  1841 . 

Report  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  •  -     13      58        1 

Peruvian  guano.  Report  respecting  the  commercial 
privileges  of  United  States  citizens  in  relation  to  the 
trade  in       -  -  -  -  -  -    13      59        1 

Peruvian  guBno.     Despatch   from  J.   R.   Clay,  charge 

d'alhires  at  Lima,  respecting        -  -  •^     14      80        1 

Pope's  exploration  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota.  Re- 
port of  Captain     -  -  -  -  •    10      42        1 

Pbrt  of  Brazos  de  St  Ja^.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the       -    L4      69    '    1 

P6rts  of  the  United  States.  Correspondence  relating  to 
suits  instituted  in  courts  of  admiralty  against 
foreign  vessels  entering  the  •  -  -    14      78        1 

Postmaster  General  of  the  condition  and  operations  of 
die  Post  Office  Departaient  during  the  year  1849. 
Report  of  the         .  -  -  .  -      1        1    7T8 

Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  the  mail  service  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1849.  Report  of  the  First 
Assistant   -  ^     .      -  -  -  -      1        1  '  791 

Postmaster  General  respecting  the  failure  of  the  mail  be- 
tween New  York  and  New  Orleans  in  the  year 
1849.     Report  of  the         -  •  -  -    13      63        1 

Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  an  alleged  non-compli- 
ance of  contract  concerning  steam  vessels  carrying 
the  United  States  maiL    Report  of  the     -  -     14      77        I 

Postmasters  by  the  Postmaster  G^eral,  wliich,  by  laiv^ 
only  belong  to  the  President.  ELeport  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of        *  -  -  -     10      37        1 

Post  Office  Departments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Slates  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  mails.  Regu- 
lations agreed  upon  between  the   -  -  -      1         1     803 

PtesideDt  of  the  United  States^  with  the  accompanying 
documents^  in  three  parts,  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Message  from  the  - '  -  -  ^  -      1        1        1 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of 
ft  correspondence  with  the  lady  of  Sir  John  Frank- 
lin relative  to  the  expedition  to  the  Arctic  regions 
under  the  command  of  her  husband.  3Iessage  from 
the  -  -  -  ;  -681 

Ptesident  of  the  United  States,  eoinmunicating  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  abduction  of  Rey,  alias  Gar- 
cia, from  New  Orleans.    Message  from  the  •      6      13        1 
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President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  informa 
tion  in  relation  to  California  and  New  Mexico* 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  -  -      9      18        1 

President  of  3ie  United  States,  communicating  the  report 
of  the  director  of  the  mint  for  the  year  1849. 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  -  -      6      21        1 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  copies  of  the  corre. 
"  spondence  in  relation  to  the  boundary  of  Texa»» 
Message  from  the  -  -  -  --6241 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  copy  of 

the  constitution  of  California.     Message  from  the      6      28        1 
President  of  the  United   States,  showing,  the  amount  of 
prize  money  paid  into  the  treasury  under  the  8th 
section  of  the  act  of  March  3,   1849.     Message 
from  the     •  -  •  •  -  - .   10      35        1 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  copied  of 

the  correspondence  with  the  British  minister  rela-  »• 

'         tive  to  tlie  trade  in  British  vessels  between  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  parts  of  the  United  Statei^,  and 
*    the  granting  of  American  registers  to  British-built 

vessels  purchased  by  citieens  of  the  United  States;  i  ' : 

also  to  an  increase  of  duty  on  British  produce  or  '     ' 
manufactures.     Message  from  the  *  *    10      36        I 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmasters.    Message  from  the  -  -    10      37        I 
President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  transia-  .^ 
tion  of  a  note  from  the  Mexican  minister  in  rela- 
tion to  the  wild  Indians  of  the  United  States  on 
the  frontier  of  Mexico.     Message  from  the            -     10      44        1 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  memorial  of 
Count  de  Bronno  Bronski,  in  relation  to  an  im- 
proved breed  of  silk -worms,  which  he  desires  to 
have  introduced  into  the  United  States.    Message, 
from  the     ...            .            .            -    13      63        1 
President  of  the  United  Staters,  communicating  informa-      . 
tion  in  relation   to  military  orders  issued  to  the 
United  States  officers  at  Santa  Fe,  and  correspond- 
i        ence  between  those  officers  and  the  War  Depart* 
ment  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  Texasto  jurisdic* 
tion  over  that  country.    Message  from  the            •     13      66        1 
President  of  the  Unitetl  States,  relative  to  the  payment  of 

the  Peruvian  indemnity.    Message  from  the         -     13      6S        I 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
calUng  for  information  in  relation  to  tlie  formation 
of  a  State  government  in  New  Mexico,  (parts  1 
and  2.)    IVlessage  from  the  -  .  -    13      60        I 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  report 
of  Lieutenant  Webster  of  a  survey  of  the  gulf 
coast  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Message 
from  the    -  -  •  -  -  •»    14      65  '      1 
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President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  th9  searching 
of  American  vessels  by  British  ^ips  of  war.  Mes- 
sage ftom  the        -  -  -  -    14      66 

President  of  the  United  States^  relative  to  the  claim  of 
Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  part  of  New  Mexico. 
Message  £rom  the  -  -     .       -  -  -    14      6T 

President  of  the  United  States^  relative  to  the  commerce 
of  the  port  of  Brazos  de  St.  lago.  Message  from 
the  -  •  -  .  •    14      66 

President  of  thie  United  States,  communicating  the  report 
of  the  commissioner  to  China^  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  ^t  to  carry  into  eflFect  cer- 
tain provisions  of  the  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  China  and  the  Ottoman  Porte.  Mes- 
sage from  the        -  -  -  -  -    14      72 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
constitution  adopted  by  the  iniiabitants  of  New 
Mexico>  together  ii^ith  a  digest  of  the  votes  Sot 
and  against  it;  al3o  a  letter  to  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States.    Message  from  the  -  -    14^      74 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  between  the  Department  of 
State  and  the  Turkish  government,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Hungarian  exiles.    Message  from  the        -    14      81 

Pie^dent  of  the  United .  States,  communicating  further 
information  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a  State 
goTernmeut  in  California,  and  also  in  relatbn  to 
the  condition  of  civil  affairs  in  Oregon.  Message 
fiomthe     V 13      62 

President  of  the  United  States^  communicating  informa- 
tion relative  to  hostilities  committed  by  the  Semi- 
nole Indians  in  Florida  during  the  past  yeur,  their 
removal;  &c.     Message  frocp  the  -  -  -    13      49 

Piesideat  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  alleged  rev- 
olutionary movements  in  Cuba.    Message  from  the    13      57 

President  of  tlie  United  States,  communicating  copies  of 
correspondence  with  the  agent  employed  to  visit 
Hungary  during  the  recent  war  between  that 
country  and  Austria.    Message  from  the  -  -    10      43 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  correspondence  in 
relation  to  the  assemblage,  dispersion,  ^c,  of 
persons  on  Round  island,  coast  of  Mississippi. 
Message  from  the  -  r  -  .-13      55 

Printing  for  the  Interior  Department.    Report  ia  rela^tioB 

to  the         -  -  -  .  -  -    10      33 

Privateer  pensions.    (See  Pensions.) 

Prize  money  paid  into  the  treasury  under  the  8th  section 
of  the  act, of  March  3,  1849.  Statement  of  the 
amount  of  -  -  -  -  -  -    10      35 
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Proclamation  of  the  President  of  th«  United  Stales,  in  re-         - 
lation  to  an  armed  expedition  for  the  invasion  of 
Cuba,  or  serae  of  tlie  provinces  of  Mexico  -      11       IT 

Proposals.    (See  Contracts.) 

Quartermaster  General  of  the  army  for  tire  year  1849.    ^  -         .     .  ^^ 
Annual  report  of  the         -  •  -  '    >  6      26        3 

R. 

f 

Railroad  mail  service.     (See  Mail  Service.) 

Reconnaissances  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson,  and 
Lieutenants  Smith,  Bryan,  and  Michlor,  of  routes 
from  San  Antonio  to  Bl  Paso;  of  the  western  fron-  ' 

tier  of  Texas ;  from  Port  Smith  to  Santa  Pe ;  and  of 
an  expedition  to  the  Navajo  country.    Reports  of    14      64        1 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  States  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1849.    Report  of  the         -  -  -  .631 

Resignations.    (See  Navy,) 

Revenue  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1846.  States 
ment  of  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  frauds 
upon  the    -  -  -  -  -  -    14      T9        1 

Revenue  in  California,  <fec.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  security  and  col- 
lection of  the         -  -  .        ,  -  -    14      82        I 

Rey,  alias  Garcia,  from  New  Orleans,  by  the  Spanish  con- 
sul at  that  port.  Correspondence  in  relation  to 
the  abduction  of    -  •  -  -  -      6      13        1 

{See  list  of  correspondence  at  page  2  of  the  above,) 

Rio  Grande.    Report  of  the  operations  of  the  army  on  the    14      73        1 

Rivers  and  harbors  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1851. 

Estimates  for  the  improvement  of  -  -      1         1    300 

River.    Survey,  by  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  Savannah      6      19        1 

River,  and  Grand  river.  Report  of  topographical  engi- 
neers, with  plans  and  estimate?  for  improving  the 
entrance  from  Lake  Michigan  into  Maskegon  lake. 
Black 6      20        1 

Roads,  from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific 
ocean.  Report  in  relation  to  surveys  of  routes  for 
miiitanr      -  -  -  -  -  -      1         1     154. 

Road  from  Fort  Smith,  Atkansas,  to  Santa  Fe,  in  New 
Mexico,  Report  and  map  by  Lieutenant  Simp- 
son of  a    -  -  -  -  -  -      6      12        1 

Round  island,  on  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1849.  Correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
assemblage,  <fcc.,  of  persons  on    -  -  -    13      55        1 

Russian  minister.     (See  Bodisco,) 
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Beltflk)-     (See  San  Antonio  de  Bazar.) 
San  Antonio  de  Baxar^  in  Texas^  to  Saltillo,  in  Mexico. 
Memoir  of  Captain  Hughes,  in  relation  to*  the 
march  of  the  division  of  the  United  States  army 
under  the  command  of  General  Wool,  from  -    10      32        5 

San  Antonio  to  El  Paso,  and  of  the  western  frontier  of 
Texas,  and  from  Port  Smith  to  Santa  Fe,  and  of 
an  expedition  into  the  Navajo  country.  Reconnais- 
sances by  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnson  and 
others^  of  routes  from    .    -  -  -  -    14      64  *''  1 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  made  by  Lieatenant  Simpson. 
Report  and  map  of  the  route  from  Fort  Smith,  Ar- 
kansas, to  -  -  -  -  -       .    -      6      12        1 

Stnia  Fe,  and  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
Texas  over  that  country.  Report  in  relation  to  mil- 
itary orders  issued  to  the  United  States  officers  at    13      56        1 

Santa  Fe.    Report  of  Captain  Marcy's  reconnaissance  of 

the  route  from  Fort  Smith  to         •  -  -    14      64        1 

Savannah  river.     (See  River.) 

Soott,  on  the  state  and  condition  of  the  army  in  1849. 

Report  of  Major  General    -  -  -  -      1        1      99 

Seamen.    Statement  of  expenditures  from  the  marine ' 

hospital  ftind  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled    -    10      81      81 

Seamen  employed  on  the  lakes.  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Topographic^  Engineers,  in  relation  tn  the  com- 
merce, tonnage,  and  number  of    -  -  -    10      48        1 

Searching  of  American  vessels  by  British  ships  of  war. 

Correspondence  relative  to  the      -  •  -    14      66        1 

Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury.    (See  Auditor.) 

Seminole  Indians.    (See  Indians.) 

Ships  of  war.     (See  British  ships  of  war.) 

Silkworms  he  desires  to  have  introduced  into  the  United 
States.  Memorial  of  Count  de  Bronno  Bronski, 
in  relation  to  an  im|nroved  variety  of         -  -    13      53        1 

Simpson,  with  a  map,  of  the  route  from  Port  Smith,  Ar- 
kansas, to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.  Report  of 
Lieutenant  -  -  -  -  -      6      12        1 

SlaTes  deported  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  September  3, 
1793.  Report  in  relation  to  claims  of  American 
citizens  against  the  British  government  for  -    10      46        1 

Smith's  survey  and  examination  of  the  Savannah  river. 

Lieutenant  -  -  -  -  -6191 

Smith  and  Hardcastle.  Repott  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
communicating  a  map  of  the  valley  of  Mexico  from 
surveys  by  Lieutenants     -  -  •  -      6      1 1        1 

Spanish  consul  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans.  Correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  the  abduction  of  Rey,  €iKas 
Garcia,  by  the        -  -  -  -  -      6      13        I 

{See  list  of  papers  embraced  in  the  above ^  at 
page  2  of  the  same.) 
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Squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  annual  cost  of 
that  squadron.  Report  of  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  United  States  -  -  -  -    10      40        1 

Squadrons  on  foreign  stations  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1849.  Statement  showing  the 
value,  &c.,  of  shipments  made  by  the  Bureau  of 
Provisions  and  Clothing  to  the  respective  -      1        1    712 

State  and  the  minister  of  the  German  Empire,  in  relation 
to  the  Qonstruction  of  a  war  steamer  at  New  York, 
alleged  to  be  destined  for  the  German  service. 
Correspondence  between  the  Department  of  -      1        1      18 

Sta»e  and  the  minister  of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
tocol of  the  conferences  held  previous  to  the  treaty 
•f  peace  at  Queretaro,  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexido,.  Correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary of       -  *  .  -  -  -  .      1        1      « 

State,  with  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  resent- 
ment of  the  indignity  offered  by  the  British  charge 
d'affaires  for  Chili,  to  the  lady  of  the  United 
States  consul  at  Valparaiso.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of       -  -  -  -  -  -      6      16 

State^  showing  the  names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks 
and  other  persons  employed  in  that  department 
during  the  year  1849.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of    10      29 

State,  showing  the  disbursements  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  that  department,  including  foreign 
missions.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of       -  -    10      30 

State,  relative  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens  against  the 
British  government  for  slaves  deported  in  violation 
of  the  treaty  of  September  3, 1783.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  •  -  "  -     10      46 

State,  in  relation  to  the  measures  taken  by  him  upon  the 

memorial  of  Ladislaus  Wankowicz,  great  grand-     • 
nephew  of  General  Kosciusko,  and  Gaspard  Toch- 
man,  attorney  of  the  heirs  of  General  Koscuisko, 
against  Alexandre  de  Bodisco,  the  Russian  minis- 
ter.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of     -  -  -     13      60 

State,  respecting  the  trade  in  guano.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of    -  -  -  -  .  -    13      59 

State,  relative  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  British 
and  French  possessions  itl  North  America,  as  fitted 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  Extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  United  States  minister  at  London,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of       -  -  -  -  -  -    14      71 

State,  relative  to  suits  instituted  in  the  courts  of  admiralty 
in  the  United  States  against  foreign  vessels  enter- 
ing our  ports.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -    14      78 

State,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  received  from  Mr. 
J.  R.  Clay,  charge  d'affaires  at  Lima,  respecting 
Peruvian  guano.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of       -    14      80 
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State,  communicating  further  information  in  relation  to 
the  formation  of  a  State  government  in  California; 
and  also  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  civil  affairs 
in  Oregon.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -    13      62        1 

State  Department  during  the  year  1849.  Statement  of 
the  names  and  compensation  of  clerks  and  others 
employed  in  the     -  -  -  -  -     10      29        2 

State  Department,  including  foreign  missions.  State- 
ment of  disbursements  of  appropriations  for  the  •  10  30  2 
State,  communicating  the  reportof  theKev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
iirho  was  recently  sent  out  by  the  government  to 
obtain  information  in  respect  to  Liberia.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  -  -     .       -  -     14      75        1 

Steamboat  mail  service.     (See  Mail  service.) 
Steam- vessels.    Report  in  relation  to  an  alleged  noncom- 
pliance  of  contract  to  carry  the  United  States  mail 
on  the  routes  between  New  York  and  Liverpool, 
and  Charleston  and  Havana,  (fcc,  in        -  -    14      77        I 

Steamer.  Report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Kureau  of  Con- 
struction, (tc,  relative  to  contracts  with  Mr.  R. 
L.  Stevens,  for  the  construction  of  a  war  shot  and 
shell-proof  -  -  -  -  -      1        1     446 

Stores.     {See  Navy -ycards.)  . 

Storms.     Report  of  Professor  Espy  in  relation  to  -    11      39        1 

Suits  instituted  in  courts  ot  admiralty  against  foreign  ves- 
sels entering  ports  of  the  United  States.  Report 
in  relation  to  -  -  -  -  -    14      78        1 

Superintendent  of  the  coast  survey  for  the  year  ending 

Noveoiber,  1849.     Report  of  the  -  -  -      5        6        1 

Surgeon  General  of  the  army  for  1849.    Annual  report  ^  ^        |    gQg 
of  the        -       ^    -  -  .  -        .   -|  6      26      41 

Surveys  of  routes  for  military  roads  from  the  valley  of  the 

Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean.    Reportof         -      1        1    164 
Survey  of  the  guM  coast^at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Webster  of  a        -  -  -    14      65        1 

Survey  of  the  Savannah  river.   Lieutenant  Smith's  report 

of  a 6      19        1 

Surveys  of  lakes,"  harbors,  itc.,  by  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engitieers,  in  1849.    Report  relating  to      1        1    294 
Surveyor  general  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin.    Annual  re* 

port  of  the  •  -  -         '  -  -•     2        1    232 

Surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri.    Annual  re« 

port  of  the  -  -  -  -  -      9        I    961 

Surveyor  general  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan.    An> 

nual  report  of  the*  -  -  -  -      2        1    262 

Surveyor  general  of  Arkansas.    Annual  report  of  the    •      2        1    313 
Surveyor  general  of  Louisiana.    Annual  report  of  the    -      2        1    328 
Surveyor   general  of  Florida.    Annu^  report  of  the    -      2        L    361 
Survey  of  the  mineral  lands  in  Michigan,  by  Charles  T. 
Jackson,  United  States  geologist  for  said  State.  Re- 
port of  a  •     '-  -  .  .        .  .      3        1     371 
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Surveys  of  lands  with  reference  to  mines  and  minerals  in  the 

northern  peninsula  of  Michigan.    Reports  of  linear      3        1    811 
{See  index  to  sanpiy  ai  page  803.) 
Swamplands.    (See  iMfids,) 


Texas,  In  1849.    Report  of  military  operations  in  -      1        1     138 

Texas  boundary.     Correspondence  in  relation  to  the      -      6      24        I 

Texas  to  the  jurisdiction  over  that  country.  Corre- 
spondence in  relation  to  military  orders  issued 
to  the  United  States  officers  at  Santa  Pe,  and  be- 
tween those  officers  and  the  War  Department,  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of     -  -  -  -     13      66        1 

Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  part  of  New  Mexico.  Message 
of  the  President  or  the  United  States  relative  to 
the  claim  of  -  -  -  -  -    14      67        1 

Texas  and  the  adjacent  Mexican  States  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
accompanied  by  astronomical  observations  and 
descriptive  and  military  memoirs  of  the  country. 
Report  and  map  by  Captain  Hughes  of  the  march 
of  the  United  States  army,  under  General  Wool, 
from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  to      -  -  •    10      32        6 

Texas.    Report  of  Lieutenant  Whiting's  reconnaissances 

of  the  western  frontier  of    -  -  -  -    14      64        1 

Tochman .     (See  Kosciusko .) 

Tonnage  engaged,  &c.  Report  of  the  Topographical 
bureau  in  relation  to  the  commerce  of  tne  takes, 
number  of  seamen  employed,  and  the  amount  of 
American  -  -  -  •  -  -10      481 

Topographical  Bureau,  with  a  copy  of  P.  T.  Tyson's  re- 
port upon  the  geology  of  California.   Report  of  the    10      47        1 

Topographical  Bureau  of  engineers  in  relaUon  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  lakesji  American  tonnage  engaged,  and 
the  number  of  seamen  employed  thereon,  &c.  Re- 
port ol  the  -  .  .  .  •    10      48        I 

Topographical  engineers,  with  estimates  for  1840.  An- 
nual report  of  the  Colonel  of  the  corps  of  -      1        1    294 

Topographical  engineeurs,  &c.,  with  a  map  descriptive  of 
the  march  of  General  Wool's  division  of  the  army 
from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  in  Texas,  to  Saltillo^ 
in  Mexico.  Memoir  of  Captain  Hughes^  of  the     •^    10      32        6 

Transfers.    (S^  Appropriations.) 

Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  finances.    Report  of  the 

Secretary  of  the    «  •  *  •  •  2       1 

Treasury,  ^transmitting  a  report  from  the  Register  of  tlie 
'treasury  of  the  oommeice  and  navigation  oi  the 
United  States  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1849. 
Report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the      -  -  -  3        1 

Treasury,  of  the  disbursement  or  appUci^on  of  moneys, 
&c.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  for  the  year 
ending  September  30, 1848.  Report  of  the  .Second 
Auditor  of  the       .  .  •  •  .  4       1 
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Treasury,  communicating  the  report  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  coast  survey,  showing  the  progress  of  that 
work  during  the  year  ending  November,  1849.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  ...  61 

Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  according  to  the  principles  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  of  August,  1846.  Report 
of  the  Second  Auditor  and  Second  Comptroller  of 
the  6        1 

Treasury,  with  statements  of  contracts  authorized  by  that 
department,  of  payments  for  the  discharge  of  mis- 
cellaneous claims,  and  of  expenditures  from  the  ma* 
rine  hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the     -  31        1 

Treasury,  with  copies  of  the  accounts  of  disbursements 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  Report  of  the 
Second  Auditor  of  the        ....  41        1 

Treasury  in  relation  to  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent 
frauds  upon  the  revenue  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1846.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  T9        1 

Treasury  in  relation  to  the  security  and  collection  of  the 
revenue  in  California,  &c.,  accompanied  by  a  re- 

Krt  from  Gilbert  Rodman^  esq.,  special  agent, 
iport  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  -  -  88        1 

Treasury  relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  port  of  Brazos 

de  St.  Jago.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  69        1 

Turkish  government  on  the  subject  of  the  Hungarian 

eiiles.     Correspondence  with  the  -  -    14      81        1 

U. 

United  State's  mail.    (See  Mail.) 

T. 

Valparaiso.  Com^ipondence  in  relation  to  the  resent- 
ment of  Bu  indignity  offered  at  Lima,  by  the  British 
charge  d'eiffatre^,  to  the  lady  of  the  American  con- 
sul at        .  .  -  -  -  .      6      16        1 

Tes&eis  by  British  ships-of-war.    Correspopdeflce  in  rela- 

tion  to  the  searching  of  Ammcatn  -  -    14'     66        1 

Yessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Repprt 
of  Secr^tttry  rf  State,  with  correspondence  relating 
to  foreign         *     •  .        - 

Vessels  in  comttifssidri  November  1,1849.  Statement  of  - 

Vessels  in  ordinary 'Notembfer  1, 1649.   Statement  of     - 

Vessols  on  ^e  stocks  and  in  progress  of  construction, 

November  ij  1849.    Statenient  tff  •  -      1        1    467 

Vessels  broken  tip>  sold,  or  lost,  since  the  last  anni^al  re* 

port.    Statehifentof         ,-  •    '       -  -      1        1    46S 
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•Wankowicz.     (See  Kosciusko.) 
'War  steamer.     (See  Stmrner,) 

^fdjc^  accompanying  the  President's  annual  message,  of 
the  operations  of  the  War  Department  during  the 
year  1849.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of      -  -      1        1      90 

;War,  with  statements  of  expenditures  of  the  various  of- 
fices and  bureaus  of  that  department  during  the  • 
fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1849.    Report  of  the 
Secretary  of           -                        -            -            -      6        9 
War,  with  a  statement  showing  the  appropriations  and 
J            expenditures  for  the  service  of  that  department 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1849. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of              -            -            -      6      10 
Wary  communicating  a  map  of  the  valley  of  Mexico,  from           -^ 
surveys  by  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Hardcastle. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of             - ,          -            -      6     .11 
1  War,  communicating  the  report  and  map  of  the  route 

from  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mex-  : ' 

ico,  made  by  Lieuteuaant  Simpson.    Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  .-      6      12 

;  War,  with  Lieutenant  Coloiiel  Long's  plan  and  estimate 
for  the  repair  of  th«  Cumberland  dam.  Rlportx)f 
the  Secretary  of     -     .       r  -  -  -      6      14 

War,  communicating  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Smith's  survey 
J  and  examination  of  the  SavannaJi  river.    Report  of 

the  Secretary  ot     -  -  -  -  -      6      19 

War,  communicating  copies  of  rcpprts,  plans,  and  esti- 
mates for  improving  the  entrances  frcgn  Lake 
Michigan  into  Maskegon  lake,  Black  river,  and  *  .    ; 

Grand  river.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -      6      20 

War,  showing  the  names  of  all  persons  employed  in  the 
several  branches  of  the  War  Department,  other 
than  army  officers,  during  the  year  1849.    Repojct  • .  i 

of  the  Secretary  01  -  ...  -      6      23 

War,  with  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia,  their 
arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition.    Report   . 
of  the  Secretary  of  -  ...  *    .6      ^     ' 

;  War,  with  a  statement  of  the.  expenses  of  the  national 

armorie^^  and  the  number  of  arms  and  appendages  ' 

made  and  repaired,  during  the  year^ndii^  SUth 
Jupe,  1.849.    Report  of  the  Secretarv  of   -  .  - .    6      27 

•  Wat,  communicatiM  the.  report  of  an  explorat^pn  of  the  ,    .     f 

Territory  of  Minnesota,  by  Brevet  Gaptaia  Pope.  ^ 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of*^  •  -  -    10  .   42     ' 

Waf,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Topographiqal  Bu^ 

reau,  in  relation  to  the  commerce  of  the  lakes,  the  ... 
,j      J     ammunt  of  American  tonnage,  engaged,  and  the     ., 
number  of  seamen  employed  thereon.    Report  of 
the  Secretary  of    -  -  -  -  -    10      48 
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Tvar,  eomnranicaliDg  reporte  of  Generals  Smith  and 
Riley /Lieutenants  Talbot  and  Ord,  Mr.  Tyson, 
and  Professor  Prazer,  in  telation  to  the  geology, 
nainerdogy,*  and  topography  of  California  and 
Oregon.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of         -  -    10      47        I 

War  Department  in  relation  to  stirveys  of  routes  for  roads 
iiom  the  vaHeyof  the  Mississippi  to.  the  Pacific 
ocean,  (part  1. )    Report  aad  correspondence  of  the      1        1     155 
War  Deputmenty  in  relation  to  military  operations  in 

California.    Report  and  correspondence  of  the     -      1        1    156 
IWar,  showing  the  contracts  made  under  the  War  Depart- 
ment, during  the  year  ending  June  30^  1849.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of     -  -  -  -      6      26        1 

War^  eomiB^nicating  a  map  showing  the  operations  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  in  Texas  and  the 
adjacent  Mexican  states  on  the  Rio  Grande,  ac- 
comiMLnied  by  astionomical  observations)  and  de- 
scriptive and  military  memoirs  of  the  country, 
fleport  of  the  Secretary  of  ^-  -  -    10      33        1 

War,  with  reconnaissances  of  routes  from  San  Antonio  to 
El  Paso,  by  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  E. 
fohnslon,  Lieutenants  Smith,  Bryan,  and  Mich- 
ler,  and  Captain  S.  G.  French,  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  14  64  1 
War,  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the  army  on  the  Rio 

Grande.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of         -  -    14      73        1 

War  and  Interior  to  General  Twiggs,  and  S.  Spencer, 
sub-agent,  respecting  the  removal  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  remaining  in  Florida,  dated  17th  Septem- 
ber, 1849.     Instructions  of  the  Secretaries  of       -      2        1    961 

War,  communicating  the  reconnaissance  of  Lieutenant 

Simpson  and  others.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -    14      64        1 

Webster,  of  a  survey  of  the  gulf  coast  at  the  mouth  of  the 

RioGmnde.    Report  of  Lieutenant  •  -    14      65        1 

Weighiman,  accompanying  a  memorial  of  the  legislature 
of  Kew  Mexico,  setting  forth  sundry  grievances, 
and  praying  their  redress.  Communication  of 
R.  H. 14      76        f 

West  Point.    (See  Academy.) 

Widow  pensioners.    (See  Pensions.) 

Y. 

Yards  and  Docks.    (See  JBmeau  of  Yards  and  Docks.) 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Davis  relative  lo  the  Nautical  AI- 
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Report  <5f  th®  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction^  &c.^ 
'relative  to  contracts  with  Mr.  R,  L.  Stevens  for 
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Report  c^d  detailed  estimates  from  the  Bureau  of  Medw 
'     cine  and  Surgery  -'  -  -  '        - 

Rej»rt  of  the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps,  and  de- 
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o/  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department 

Stalttnertt  of  the  appropriations  for  the  naval  sefvice>  vizv- 
}\   bAlances  on  nand  on  the  1st  July,  1948;  appio- 
'   '   pfiations  lor  the  fiscal  year  1^4^>-'49;  amounts 
drawn  from  the  treasury  during  that  fiscal  year, 
ahd  the  balances  on  hafnd  otv  the  30th  Juno,  1849      I        1     764 

Annttal  report <)f  the  Postmaster  General  •  -      1         1     T73 
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Docamntt  ftceoafpioTyg  itpoit  of  ^tadiluy  of  the  Interim 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office      2       1      IT 
Statement  of  pabbc  lands  sold ;  cashj  Ac,  received ;  inci- 
dental expenses'thereoh,  and  payments  on  acconnt    -    .       . 
thereof,  in  the  years  1948,  and  Ist,  2d;  and  3d  (36 

quarters  of  1849    •  -  -  -  -      2       ^ 
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^41 

^47 


_47 

Statement  of  Chomaw  certificates  Telihqttished  for  pnbhc 

lands  to  30*  September,  1849' '   -'  -  2       t      63 

Statement  of  military  bounty  land  w^rrarits  returned  lo- 
cated  for  patents  during  1847, 1^848;  and  the  1st, 
2d,aDd  3dqtiarters-ofl849         '.  -  -      2        I      66 

£zhibit  of  State  selections  of  land  un^er'act  of  4th  Sep- 
tember, 1841  .  ^  .  -  .21      67 

Exhibit  of  the  quantity  of  public  lands  ^dvertis^d  fbt  sale 
in  1849,  the  quantity  for  which  the  plats  of  survey 
have  been  returned  to  the  Generalliarid  Office,  Ac.      2        1      68 

Synopsis  •(  public  lands  advertised  for  siJe^  since  30th 
NoFvember,  1848,  and  showing  the  qtiantity  tmfder 
proclamation  exclusive  of  school  lands     r  •      2     '  1      69 

Statement  of  the  «ea8  of  the  several  States  and  Territo- 
ries, the  amount  of  land  disposed  of  by  sale,  «fec., 
and  the  amount  undi^^sed  of  oq  the  3udi  Sep- 
temBer,  1849         -  -  •  -  -      ?       1 '     63 

Estimate  of  appropriatidns  required  for  the  office  of  the 

Commissioner  of  the  Gejieral .  Land  Office  for  the        ' 

fiscal  year  ending  30th  Jund,  1851  -  -      2       I      66 

&tfznate  of  appropriations  for  thfe  'surveying'  department 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  3Uth  June,  1861       '     -      2     '  1      66 

Abstract  of  entnes- adjusted  and  confirmed  und^  act  of  ' 

August  3, 1S46     .  -  -  .  -      2        *'     68 

Annual  reports  of  surveyors  general  ahd- Accompanying  ! 
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3l8tCoKQ&£88,  [SENATE.]!  Es.  Doa 

l«t  Sesrion.  No.  49. 


MESSAGE 

y&oK 

.THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


OOKMimiOATIirO 


Information,  in  anstoer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  hostilities 
committed  by  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Plorida  during  the  past  year,  their 


Mat  21,  1850. 

Read. 

May  23,  oideied  to  be  panted. 


To  the  SenaU  of  the  tMled  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  reply  to  the  Senate  resolution  of  the  30th  ultimo,  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  hostilities  and  outrages  committed  during 
the  past  year  by  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida,  the  steps  taken  for  their 
remoTal  west  oi  the  Mississippi,  the  area  now  occupied  by  them,  &c. 

•       Z.  TAYLOR. 
Washington,  May  20, 1850. 
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The  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee. 


Despatches  and  Letters  from  the  War  Department, 
1849. 

May      29. 

July      26.  The  same, 

August    6.  The  same, 

"        9.  The  same, 

The  same, 
The  same, 
The  same, 
The  same, 
The  same, 


•      « 
♦Sept. 


14. 
21. 
17. 
20. 
21. 
24. 
26. 
26. 
26. 
October  j5; 


*         C( 

♦Nov. 
« 

Deo. 


1850. 
Jan. 
Feb. 


(C 
c( 
« 

April 


22. 
25. 
26. 

4. 
il. 
20. 
27. 

8. 
12. 
29. 


The  same^ 
The  same. 
The  same. 
The  same, 
.  >rb6  flame, 
■  The  'sadne, 
The  same, 
The  same, 
The  same, 
The  same. 


same. 
Governor  of  Florida. 
Alfred  Gale  and  others. 
General  D.  E.  Twiffcs. 
Gen.  Twiggs  &  SanvlSpencer. 

the  same. 
General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 

the  same. 

the  same. 
The  Commissary  General. 
The  Secretary  of  Interior. 
iGonenil  D.  £»  Tvjig|p. 
The  Gdvernbi*^  of  Florida. 
General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 

the  same. 

the  same. 

the  same. 


*The  Adjutant-General   to  General   Twiggs. 

The  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 


22. 
30. 

80. 

4. 

4. 
14. 
24. 
24. 
80. 
81. 

24. 

12.    The  Adjutant-General  to  Captain  J.  C.  Casey. 
.  19.    The  Secretary  of  War  to  General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 


The  same. 
The  same, 
The  same, 
The  same. 
The  same, 

The  same. 


The  Governor  of  Florida. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 
Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee. 
Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee  and  others. 

Gtaeral  D.  E.^Twiggs. 


The  same. 
The  same^ 
The  same, 
*  The  same. 
The  same. 
The  same, 
The  same. 
The  same. 
The  same. 
The  same. 


u 
u 

Cl 

ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 


the  same. 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
General  D/E.^  Twiggs. 

the  same. 
The.  Govemor  of  Florida. 
General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 
Captain  J.  C.  Casey. 
General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 
The  Governor  of  Florida. 
General  D.  E.  Twiggs. 


*  Those  thus  designated  are  printed  with  the  Annual  Report  of  t^  Secretary  of  War 
£x.  Doc.  No.  5,  present  Session,  pp.  116,  etc. 
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War  Department, 

Washington,  May  29,  1849. 
Sa :   AHow  me  to  recur  to  the  condition  of  the  Seminole.  |ndians  in 
Florida,  lately  jthe  topic  of  conversation  between  us.    •  ' 

Br  the  recent  legislation  of  the  State  of  Florida,  her  |aws  have  been  ex- 
tended over  the  entfire  territory.  As  a  consequence,  the  settlements  of  the 
whites  will  be  advanced  nearer  to  the  limits  that  separate  them  from  the 
red  men.  This  contiguity  has  always  been  perilous  iil'  proportion  to  the 
civilization  of  the  Indians,  and  freedom  of  restraint  of  the  white  n«ln.  The 
Seminoles,  now  resident  in  Florida,  are  the  wildest  ahd'fierccst  rrirtinant  df 
a  tribe  which  have  been  distinguished  fdr  their  ceaseless  opjiosftloti'  td  the 
arts  of  civilization.  At  the  present  moment  they  would  consider  a  change 
of  the  militarv  post  at  Tampa  bay  to  the  vicinity  of  Pease  creek:  6f  Char- 
lotte harbor,  less  for  their  protection,  than  the  purpose  of  their  compulsoi^ 
removal.  With  Captain  Casey  of  the  army,  they  have  often  refused  to 
hold  intercourse,  lest  indeed,  the  persons  of  their  chiefs  should  be  seiz^,^or 
information  acquired  that  would  lead  to  their  forcible  removal  td  the 
West.  * 

It  has  occurred  to  me  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of 
sending  a  delegation  of  their  tribe,  which  have  emigrated  West,  to  visit 
their  brethren  in  Florida,  and  explain  to  them  the  advantages  of  rejoinins 
their  tribe.  If  nothing  more  should  be  attained,  let  us  hope  that  a  channel 
of  intercourse  may  be  opened  between  the  Indians  and  the  agents  of  the 
government.  The  events  now  jn  progress  plainly  indicate  thai  sHould  they 
remain  in  Florida,  they  will  require,  at  no  distant  day,  the  protedtibti  6f  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Sedretdri/  tf  War, 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewing; 
Secretary y  Department  of  the  Interior, 


War   DBPARtMBNT, 

WAsumcTON,  Mly  ilGth,  1849. 
SiE  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yours  of  the  19th  itisfant,  fend  re- 
gret to  know  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida  have  been 
subjected  to  flight,  and  a  citizen  actually  Mled.  The  imperfect  proof  col- 
lected under  circumstances  of  great  excitement,  can  scarcely  lead  to  any 
satisfactoiT  conclusion,  whether  the  act  was  committed  by  the  remnant  of 
the  tribe,  (less  than  four  hundred  in  number)  or  only  a  sudden  outbreak  by 
the  four  Indians  wh6  were  distant  from  thehr  tribe,  and  apparently^  unac- 
companied by^  other  Indians.  These  will  be  subjects  fbr  inimediale  in- 
?uiry.  In  the  mean  timc'tWe^nccess^uy.steps  have  been  taken  to  place  into 
lorida  an  adeouate  force  for  the  protection  of  its  frontier,  and  whenever 
it  18  ascertaineo  that  such  force  is  required,  • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 


Hon.  Davih  L.  Yulbb, 
1^    fi*.  Augustine. 


.  Secretary  of  War. 
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WaB  DsPABTIfEHT, 

Washington,  August  6,  1840. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  urging  the  adoption  of 
vigorous  measures  to  suppress  the  hostile  outbreak  of  the  Florida  Indians. 
In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  measures  have  been  taken 
to  increase  the  regular  force  in  Florida  to  more  than  five  times  that  of  the 
Indians  as  estimated  by  the  Executive  of  Florida,  in  a  message  of  last  year 
to  the  Legislature  of  that  State.  This  force,  properly  disposed^  as  it  no 
doubt  will  be,  with  proper  prudence  on  the  part  of  those  inhabitants  ii^the 
vicinity  of  the  Indians,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  amply  sufficient  to  protect 
them  from  danger  until  such  time  as  the  government  shall  be  able  to  per- 
fect the  arrangements  now  in  contemplation  for  removing  the  Indians  irom 
the  limits  of  your  State. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Hon.  D.  L.  YuLBE,  Secretary  of  War. 

St,  Augustine, 

Florida. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  August  9,  1849. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  President,  has  been 
referred  to  this  department  for  reply,  and  I  accordingly  have  the  honor  to 
say,  that  assuming  vour  estimate  of  the  number  of  Indian  warriors,  resid- 
ing on  the  soil  of  Florida  during  the  past  year  to  be  correct,  and  which  is 
|;reater  than  that  reported  hy  Captain  Sprague,  who  lately  had  the  super- 
mtendency  of  this  tribe,  Ithmkthat  the  force  which  is  in  process  of  being 

J>laced  on  the  southern  settlement  of  the  peninsula  will  be  adequate  to  their 
iill  defence ;  that  force  when  assembled,  will,  in  numerical  strength,  be 
quadruple  that  of  the  Indians.  You  propose  to  «aise  a  force  which  would 
be  greater  than  the  entire  force  of  the  Indians.  I  confess,  that  I  do  not  see 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  employing  the  volunteers  of  Florida,  and 
without  which,  I  would  not  advise  the  rresident  to  muster  them  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  which,  our  latest  dispatches  from  Florida,  on  either  side  of 
the  peninsula,  and  dated  within  the  28th  and  30th  ultimo,  both  inclusive, 
indicate  that  the  violence  and  outrage  exibibited  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Pearce,  and  at  the  house  on  Pease  creek,  were  done  by  the  same  partv  of 
Indians,  which  did  not  exceed  five.  If  right  in  this  conjecture,  founded  on 
all  the  concurrent  jproofs  which  have  reached  the  Department,  I  think  it 
will  be  a  subject  of  regret,  at  a  period  when  the  United  States  were  about 
to  attempt  the  peaceable  removal  of  the  Indians  from  Florida,  with  thd 
hope  and  probability  of  success,  that  the  authorities  of  that  State  would  seek 
to  substitute  another  element*  and  place  at  hazard  that  which  appears  to  be 
so  much  the  object  of  deep  .concern  on  the  part  of  Florida,  and  duty  of  the 
United  States,  the  removal  of  these  Indians. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
His  Excellency,  Wm.  D.  Mosxlt,  Secretary  of  Wmr. 

Chvemor  of  Florida, 

Tallahasie.  Digitized  by  Google 
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War  Dbpaetment, 

Washington,  August  14,  1849. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  petition  addressed  to  the  President  has  been  referred 
to  this  Department. 

So  soon  as  intelligence  reached  this  Department  concerning  the  murders 
and  destruction  of  property  on  Indian  river  and  Pea  creek,  five  compa- 
nies near  the  penmsWa  of  Florida,  were  ordered  to  repair  to  the  scene  of 
these  outrages.  We  have  had  information  of  the  arrival  of  some^  and  the 
departure  of  all  of  them. 

In  addition,  the  7th  infantry  have  been  ordered  from  Jefferson  barracks 
to  Tampa  bay  or  Charlotte  harbor;  and  it  is  supposed  that  this  regiment 
will  have  arrived  in  Florida  before  this  letter,  shall  have  reached  you.  With 
eighteen  companies  under  an  efficient  commander,  it  is  believed  that  full' 
protection  can  be  given  to  the  settlements  north  of  the  line  on  which  you 
suggest  the  establishment  of  posts.  In  view  of  the  actual  or  supposed  num- 
ber of  the  Indians  now  residing  in  Florida,  according  to  the  most  reliable 
sources  of  information,  this  force  will  greatly  exceed  that  which  the  Indi- 
ans, in  case  of  hostilities,  could  bring  into  the  field. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Messrs.  Gale  and  others, 
Tampa  Bay, 
Florida. 


Department  of  the  iNTSRioa, 
Washington,  September  17,  1849. 

Gentlemen  ;  In  view  of  the  concurrent  action  of  yourselves  as  oflScers 
of  the  Departments  of  the  Interior  and  of  War,  the  heads  of  these  depart- 
ments deem  it  proper  to  address  a  joint  communication  to  you  in  relation 
to  Indian  affairs  in  Florida,  expecting  and  directing  you  to  co-operate  in 
carrying  out  the  views  of  the  administration. 

In  every  aspect  of  the  condition  of  the  Indian  so  long  as  he  remains  in 
Florida,  his  speedy  removal  to  the  West  appears  desirable  and  necessary. 
The  administration  being  thus  impressed,  have  concluded  that  their  removal, 
voluntary  or  forcible,  is  to  be  effected.  And  this  purpose,  apart  from  other 
considerations,  should  be  regarded  as  more  binding  on  the  government 
because  of  an  obligation  arising  under  a  treaty,  the  execution  of  which  does 
not  admit  of  further  postponement. 

The  most  obvious  policy  demands  the  employment  of  peaceable  measures 
livhere  there  is  a  reasonable  probability  that  they  will  effeet  the  desired 
end.  Such  a  course  harmonizes  with  the  general  tone  of  humanity  here- 
tofore pursued  towards  that  unfortunate  and  perishing  race,  and  is  conge- 
nial with  the  sense  of  justice  which  their  pupilage  to  the  government  nato- 
rallv  awakens. 

Accordingly,  after  reminding  them,  on  all  occasions  of  friendly  confer- 
ence which  may  be  allowed  by  them,  of  the  feebleness  of  their  merely 
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nominal  strength  as  con^pared  with  tha  overwhelming  force  which  will  be 
brought  to  not  Against  theni— of  their  insecure  and  unhappy  condition  in  a 
dense  neighborhood  of  the  whites  who  every  day  advance  upon  them  and 
restrict  them  to  narrow  limits— of  the  interminable  strifes  which  that  neigh- 
borhood (a9  all  past  experience  has  proven)  will  certainly  and  fatally  entail 
upon  them,  and  from  whii^h  there  can  be  no  escape,  unless  by  a  removal 
f|:om  such' destructive  influences  as  degrade  their  rporals  and  would  ulti- 
mately destroy  their  racfr — strengthening  these  suggestions  by  reminding; 
them  of  the  peace,  and  comfort,  and  security  which  a  reunion  with  their' 
brethren  of  the  Wes^  from  whom  they  have  so  long  been  separated,  would 
ensure,  vou  will  propose,  in  behalf  of  the  government,  to  pay  to  each  Indian, 
in  Florida  (without  regard  to  sex  or  ageV  and  to  every  negro  or  mixed  blood 
attached  to  the  nation,  one  hundred  dollars,  and  to  lurnish  transportation  to 
^e  country  of  their  tribe  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  subsistence  for  twelve 
months  after  reaching,  their  new  homes. 

The  essence  of  thU  proposition  is  in  its  application  to  their  voluntarily 
emigrating.  To  any  number  that  may  accept  it,  be  they  few  or  many,  you 
can  give  the  assurance  that  all  its  terms  will  be.  observed  with  fidelity  on 
the  part  of  the  government  You  have  been  heretoforjB  informed  that,  as 
auxiliary  to  this  scheme,  the  government  has  accepted  the  services  of  a 
dele^ajtion  of  their  tribe  from  the  West,  who  are  to  visit  their  brethren  in 
Florida,  and  exert  their  influence  on  the  latter  to  procure  their  peaceable 
removal.  The  plan  appeared  feasible  and  was  consistent  with  the  long- 
entertained  and  ultimate  purposes  of  the  administration.  It  is  desired  and 
expected  that  a  fair  trial  may  J)e  made  of  their  agency.  Nothing  wi|l  be 
lost  bv  any  seeming  delay  arising  from  this  effort,  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  country  and  climate  wowd~  not  "admit  of  earlier  and  more  decisive 
action  if  compulsory  measures  must  at  last  be  resorted  to. 

The  delegation  from  the  West  must  be  suitably  provided  fpr  and  treated 
with  kindness.  To  them  you  are  authorized  to  propose  the  same  induce- 
ments as  above  stated  for  each  Indian,  mixed-blood  or  nesro  who  may, 
through  their  influence,  be  brought  in  and  emigrated  to  the  West.  In  each 
case  no  greater  equivalent  will  be  allowed  to  the  emigrant  or  the  delega- 
tion or  to  both  than  if  the  former  had  consented  to  emigrate  peaeeably.  ' 
That  is  to  say,  that  in  whatever  manner  the  emigrating  may  be  brought 
about,  the  government  is  only  to  pay  the  one  hundred  dollars,  transporta- 
tion, and  subsistence  as  hereinbefore  proposed. 

^  If,  notwithstanding  the  desire  and  exertions  of  the  government  to  effect 
a^aceable  removal,  it  should  become  necessary  to  resort  to  forge  to.eflfect 
the  object,  you  are  authorized  to  employ  the  delegation  or  any  part  of  them 
in  the  service  of  the  United'  States,  with  the  promise  of  such  compensation 
as  you  may  deem  reasonable. 

In  your  first  interview  with  this  delegation  you  will  give  them  the  as- 
Isurance  that  compensation  will  be  allowed  them  for  their  services,  depend* 
enti  in  some  degree,  upon  the  value,  of  those  services  in  conducing  to 
tlie  speedy  and  voluntary  emigration  of  their  Florida  brethren  to  the 

When  convinced  that  the  means  suggested  or  applied  will  be  or  are  un- 
aviolable,  you  will  report  the  matter  immediately  to  our  respective  depart- 
B^entSi 
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In  the  mtaai  tmb  onUunsrwill  be  issued  to  the  army,  to  meet  such  contin- 
gencies SB  ma^  axise. 

Vety.  mpectfiilly,  yomr.  obedieiit  aenrant^ 

T.  SWING; 
l^creUtry  qf  th»  InUriork 
GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
ShuavL  SpKTcnt,  Esq., 
Indian  Sub-Agent, 
Tampa  Bay,  FIorf4a. 
and 
Brigadier-General  D.  E.  T^irioos,  U.  S.  A., 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


War  DePAKTMEirT, 

Washington,  Sept  26,  1649. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  informing  me  of  the  discontinuance 
of  the  office  of  sub-agent  for  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  Florida,  has  requested 
me  to  designate  an  officer  of  the  army  to  receive  the  papers  and  funds 
which  will  be  turned  over  by  Mr.  Samuel  Spencer,  late  sub-agent.  I  have, 
therefore,  assigned  that  duty  to  Capt.  John  C.  Casey,  in  view  of  his  past 
experience  in  connection  ^th  that  subject,  and  you  will  please  instruct 
ham  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD. 
Secretartf  of  War. 
BrtrM  M ajor-Geneml  D.  E.  Twioea. 


Memorandum  for  the  Commismry-GeneraL 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  place  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  ^hn  C.  Case]^) 
Ae  papers  and  funds  appertaining  to  the  sab-ag(9ncy  for  the  Seminole  Indi- 
ans, in  Fhmda,  whieh  has  been  recently  discontinued.  It  is  desirable  that 
his  staftduties,  in  the  subsistence-department,  should  be  so  arranged  by  the 
head  of  that  branch  of  the  service,  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  duty  just  as- 
mgaed  to  him,  in  any  way  ^at  can  he  avoided. 

Wa»  Defabtmbnt,   )  GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Sept,  36, 1849.        j  Secretary  of  War. 

Wax  D*pabtmbnt, 

Wasbinoton,  Sept.  26>  1840. 
Sn :    Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  inst.,  I  designate  Captain  John 
C.  Casey,  now  at  Fort  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  to  receive  tne  papers  and  fundfi 
which  may  be  turned  over  by  Mr.  Samuel  Spencer,  late  siub-agent  for  the 
Seminole  Indians  in  Florida. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
SecreUny  cf  Wa^^ 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 


Sec.  of  the  Interior. 
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WaE  DBPAftTMBHTy 

Washinqton,  October  5,  1849. 

Snt :  The  agent  dispatched  by  the  government  to  accept  the  services  of 
the  Seminoles,  West,  has  returned  and  reports  that  the  delegation  will 
arrive  about  the  20th  instant,  if  not  sooner.  Their  arrival,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  in  time  to  open  to  the  Indiana  of  Florida  the  question  of  their  volun- 
tary emigration  to  the  West,  at,  or  immediately  after  the  19th  instant,  the 
day  on  which  it  has  been  agreed  to  deliver  up  the  offenders  for  their  out- 
rages on  the  12th  and  ITth  of  last  July. 

Feeling  much  anxiety  in  the  progress  of  affairs  in  Florida,  and  wishing  to 
obtain  the  earliest  intelligence  connected  with  them,  I  have  requested  the 
collector,  H.  Roberts,  lisq.,  at  Savannah,  to  send  dispatches  to  this  de* 
partment,  Savannah  being  the  nearest  point  communicating  by  telegraph 
with  this  place.  I  therefore  commend  this  channel  to  your  consideration 
if  none  ottier  be  more  expeditious  and  convenient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,. 

G.  W.  CRAWFORD, 


Brevet  Major-Greneral  D.  E.  Twigob, 
Tallahassee,  Florida. 


Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  9,  1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yours  of  the  2d  instant  accom- 
panied by  a  printed  order  to  discharge  the  volunteer  force,  assembled  by 
your  predecessor,  the  late  Governor  of  Florida.  Havins  never  seen  the 
propriety  of  mustering  these  troops  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  directs  me  to  say,  that  neither  that  propriety  nor  necessity 
exists  at  the  present  time. 

The  latest  reliable  information  in  this  department  is,  that  the  Indians 
are  disposed  to  peace  and  to  atone  for  previous  outrages  By  the  surrender 
of  the  offenders.  The  day  appointed  is  on  the  19th  instant,  when  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  promises  will  be  fully  tested. 

You  will  allow  me  to  say  that  the  President  has  not  been  inattentive  to 
those  wants  and  emergencies  that  may  arise  in  Florida  and  demand  resist- 
ance by  force.  The  troops  alread  v  assembled  in  your  state  amount  to 
about  seventeen  hundred  men,  rank  and  file,  and  as  compared  with  the 
number  of  Indian  warriors,  are  in  the  proportion  of  eight  to  one.  Moreover 
the  commanding  Greneral  in  Florida  was,  in  the  early  stages  of  these  diffi- 
culties, authorissed  to  call  on  the  executive  of  Florida  for  such  troops  as 
miffht  be  wanted  for  the  protection  of  her  peninsular  frontier. 

It  is  the  wish  and  purpose  of  the  President  to  remove  the  Indians  in 
accordance  with  the  treaty  at  Payne's  landing.  To  efiect  this  object,  the 
employment  of  peaceable  means  will  be  first  attempted ,  in  advance  of  those 
which  look  to  force.  In  every  aspect,  I  feel  assured,  that  the  policy  of  (he 
administration  will  have  your  approv^  and  cooperation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

6.  W.  CRAWFORD. 
Secretary  of  War. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Brown, 
Oovemor,  4^.  Ac.  ^. 
Tallahassee,  Florida.  ^         , 
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Wab  Dbpaetmxnt, 
Washington^  November  30,  1849. 
Sa:  Yours  of  the  21st  instant,  by  telegraph,  is  just  received,  and  in 
replj  to  your,  inquiries,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  28th 
instant 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Brevet  Major-General  D.  E.  Twi6gb» 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

Adjutant  Genseal's  Office, 
Washington,  December  4, 1849. 
Geneeai.  :  Your  letter  of  the  2 1st  November  has  been  laid  before  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  in  reply  I  am  instructed  to  sav  to  you  that  the 
Indian  prisoners,  in  your  hanos,  having  been  tendered  to  me  Judge  of 
Florida  for  trial  in  the  courts  of  that  state,  and  by  him  declined,  will  now 
be  disposed  by  you  according  to  your  best  judgment.  No  military  court 
can  try  them. 

I  am  Airther  desired  to  say,  that  Confess,  it  is  believed,  will  early  make 
the  necessary  appropriations  to  carry  into  el&ct  any  arrangement  which 
you  may  make  (within  the  instructions  heretofore  given  you)  for  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  from  Florida. 
^  The  Secretary  of  War  considers,  as  you  do,  that  you  are  now  in  posses* 
aon  of  all  the  views  of  the  department  in  this  matter,  and  nothing  has 
occnrred  which  appears  to  make  any  further  instructions  necessary* 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  R.  JONES, 

Adjutant  General. 
Brevet  Major-General  D.  E.  Twiggs, 
Commanding  Western  Division^ 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  December  4,  1849. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present,  for  your  consideration,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  herein,  from  Captain  John  C.  Casey,  who  is  specially  charged  with 
the  dutv  of  negotiating  with  the  Florida  Indians  for  their  removal  west 
of  the  Mississipin  river. 

It  is  to  be  much  desired  that  the  necessary  funds  may  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  this  officer  to  the  end  that  he  might  comply  with  everv  part  of 
his  promise  to  the  Indians.  This  amount  cannot  now  be  definitely  stated, 
as  no  arrangement  for  their  emigration  has  been  agreed  on.  It  is  however 
proper  that  I  should  state,  that  I  have  directed  the  commanding  general  iti 
Florida,  and  Captain  Casey,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  8215,000.  I  further 
state,  that  information  lately  received,  indicates  that  the  Indians  may  be 
induced  neaceably  to  emigrate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  TFor.   . 
Hon«  Thomas  Ewing, 
Secretary  of  th^  Interior^ 
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War  Dxpabtmbnt, 

Wabhingtok,  Deo.  14,  1949. 
1^ :    YotH'S  of  the  29th  uhimo,  addressed  to  the  President,  has  been 
^Imiitted  to  this  department  for  ansifirer. 

Its  main  purpose  is  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  Executive  in  having  the 
State  of  Florida  indemnified  for  the  expenses  hlourred  by  the  threatened 
incursions  of  the  Indians,  evinced  by  their  acts  of  violence  and  outrage 
committed^  daring  the  past  summer  on  Indian  river  and  Pease  creek. 
Without  assenting  entirely  to  the  inference  of  your  Excellency,  deduced 
from  past  events  that  have  occurred  in  Florida,  or  admitting  the  necessity 
of  the  action  of  your  predecessor,  in  calKng  forth  the  volunteer  force,  still 
it  is  considered  that  there  was  probable  cround  of  apprehension,  which 
may  have  required  that  the  Ehcecutive  of  Florida  should  have  interposed  a 
military  force  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier.  Therefore,  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  President,  I  am  directed  to  say,  that  at  an  early  day 
he  will  invite  the  attention  of  Coi^ess  to  this  subject  and  recommend  that 
a  reasonable  apprc^riation  be  made  which  will  indemnify  the  State  of 
Florida  for  necessary  expenditures  made  for  the  military  defence  of  the 
frontier,  since  the  outbreak  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

Preliminary  to  this  message  of  the  President  and  necessary  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Congress^  in  respect  to  the  amount  Mrhich  may  be  appropriated*, 
i  request  that  you  will'  forward  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  (or  copies  thereof) 
to  this  department,  with  such  authentication  as  your  ExcellencT^  may  give, 
or  direct  to  be  given. 

Within  the  scope  of  mformation  that  has  reached  this  department,  there 
is  the  hope,  that  the  Indians  will  consent  peaceably  to  emigrate  from  Fieri* 
da — an  object  of  great  concern  not  only  to  the  authorities  of  Ploridia,  but 
also  to  those  of  the  Federal  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully,  &c. 

GBORGfi  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Brown, 
Governor,  &c.,  &c.,  Tallahassee, 
Florida. 


Wae  Departmeitt, 
Washington,  Dec,  S4,  1849. 

Sir  :  The  time  has  arrived  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  provide  for 
the  emigration  of  such  of  the  Indians  in  Florida  as  may  surrender  them* 
selves  for  that  purpose.  A  letter  just  received  from  General  Twiggs  ex*- 
|>resses  the  hope  that  the  assurances  given  to  the  Indians  in  respect  to  the 
money  promis^  them,  may  be  ftilfilled,  and  that  this  money  may  be  paid  to 
them  in  gold  before  they  embark.  I  have  accordindy  to  request  that  the 
sum  of,  at  least,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  may  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Captain  John  C.  Casey,  U.  S.  Army,  Sub-Indian  Agent  at  Tampa  Bay,* 
Florida,  for  this  object. 

With  a  view  to  me  proper  distribution  of  these  fonds,  I  respectfully  su^- 

g»t  that  specific  instructions  on  this  subject,  ma^  be  given  to  Captain 
asey — who  is  an  officer  of  sreat  prudence  and  discretion ;  in  which  in- 
structions it  is  not  doubted  that  the  Commanding-Oeneral  in  Florida  will 
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fiiUy  co>operale^  by  making  su^estions  which  will  lead  to  the  most  bene- 
ficial results  to  the  Indiana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Thokab  Ewing,  •  Secretary  of  War, 

Sec.  of  Interior. 

War  Dbpa&tment, 

Washington,  Dec,  S4,  1849^. 
Sir: — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.  A  requisition  has 
this  day  been  made  on  the  Secretary  ol  the  Interior,  for  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  Casey,  at  Tampa  bay,  for* 
the  purpose  of  redeeming  the  pledges  made  to  the  IndiiAns  in  respect  to" 
their  .emigration.  Captain  Casey,  as  Sub- Agent,  will  receive  from 
the  Secretary  of  th6  Interior,  "^special  instructions  on  the  subject 
of  the  distribution  of  these  funds ;  in  which  jt  is  hoped  you  will  cooper* 
ate  by  making  such  suggestions,  as  may  lead  to  the  most  beneficial  results 
to  the  Indians. 

In  respect  to  the  liquidation  of  the  claims  of  the  white  people  on  the  ne- 
groes captured  during  the  war,  and  now  in  possessioa  of  the  Indians,  you 
are  already  apprised  of  the  views  of  the  Department,  where  according  to 
your  instructions,  they  are  required  to  be  emigrated  with  those  who  claim 
them. 

It  is  expected  that  prompt  and  energetic  steps  will  be  taken  for  the  re- 
movai  of  all  settlers  who  have  come  on  the  territory  which  was  reserved 
tQ  the  Indians  under  the  agreement  made  in  1842,  by  the  late  Greneral 
Worth.* 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
To  Major-General  D.  E.  Twiggs,  Secretary  of  War, 

Commanding  &c.,  Tampa  Bay, 
Florida. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  Dec.  30,  1849. 
Sib  :    Tour  letter  of  the  28th  instant  inviting  attention  to  yours  of  the 
21st,  both  addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  have  been  re 
ferred  to  thid  Department,  as  at  this  time  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  In- 
dians in  Florida  has  necessarily  drawn  a  portion  of  the  army  to  the  scene 
of  difficulty. 

In  reply  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  correspondence  which  accompa- 
nies my  annual  report,  as  exhibiting  the  policy  pursued,  so  as  to  induce 
the  Indians  in  Florida  to  emigrate.  Their  consent  when  obtained  will  lead 
to  the  inquiry,  as  to  the  means  that  will  be  adopted  in  respect  to  their 
transportation.  So  far  no  definite  steps  have  been  taken  in  this  regard. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Hon.  D.  L.  YuLBE,  Secretarji  of  War. 
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War  Department, 

Washington,  Dec.  31,  1849. 

Gentlemen  :  The  President  has  referred  to  this  Department  your  letter 
of  the  21st  instant,  requesting  that  in  whatever  negotiations  may  be  made 
with  the  Florida  Indians,  some  provision  may  be  insisted  upon  to  indemnify 
the  citizens  who  sustained  losses  in  the  recent  outbreak. 

The  peaceful  removal  of  those  Indians  is,  and  until  accomplished,  must 
continue  to  be,  the  first  j^bject  of  thQ  Executive.  The  latest  accounts  from 
the  General  commanding  in  Florida,  render  it  evident  that  to  compass  the 
removal  will  require  the  undivided  efforts  of  the  Department,  and  it  would, 
therefore,  be  unwise  at  this  time  to  introduce  a  new  question  calculated 
further  to  embarrass  the  conduct  of  this  affair.  So  soon,  however,  as  the 
subject  can  be  brought  forward  with  safety,  if  the  Indians  be  in  a  condition, 
pecuniarily,  to  justify  the  attempt,  the  effort  will  be  made  to  procure  _  the 
provision  which  you  desire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  D.  L.  YuLEB,  Hon.  E.  C.  Cabell, 

Hon.  Jackson  Morton,  Washington  city.  I 


War  Department, 

Washington,  January  24,  1850, 
Sir:    The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  embracing  those  of  the  2d  Auditor,  of  the  the  19th  ultimo  and  19th 
instant,  are  sent  to  you,  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  3d  of  December  last. 

Under  the  supposition  that  you  have  sought  information,  by  referring  to 
the  past,  which  is  to  be  a  guide  to  vour  conduct  touching  the  nending  ne- 
gotiation with  the  Florida  Indians,  I  have  only  to  say  th^t  I  indulge  the  hope 
that  you  will  be  enabled  to  effect  their  emigration  within  the  limits,  as  here- 
tofore  expressed.  At  the  same  time,  I  willadd,  that  the  necessity  of  a  larger 
sum,  if  apparent  to  the  Department,  will  be  favorably  reoommeded  to  the 
President,  and  by 'him  submitted  for  the  approval  of  Congress. 

I  also  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to 
Mr.  Duval,  sub-Indian  agent  at  Tampa  Bay,  having  in  charge  the  delega- 
tion of  western  Seminoles,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  this  officer  is 
instructed  freely  to  cooperate  with  you  in  regard  to  the  policy  to  be  pur- 
sued in  bringing  about  the  emigration  of  the  Florida  Indians,  and  to  be  gov- 
erned by  your  views  and  directions  with  respect  to  the  movements  and 
efforts  of  himself  and  delegation. 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Com'dg  Western  Division  U.  S.  A., 
Tampa  Bay, 

Florida. 
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War  Departmbnt, 
Adjutant'CkneraVs  Office^ 

Washington,  Feb.  12,  1850. 
Captain  :     Your  letter  of  the  27th  January,  enclosing  letters   for  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  Treasury,  has  been  received,  and  I  have  to  inform 

ioa  Ia  reply,  that  ($100,000)  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold  was  or- 
jred,  on  the  9th  inst.,  to  be  shipped  from  Philadelphia  to  your  address. 
1  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES, 
Adjutant'  General. 
Capt  3.  C.  Casey,  Com'dffSubsistence,  U.  S.  A., 

J'ampa  Bay, 
E.  Florida. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  February  10, 1850. 

Sim :  Your  dispatch  of  the  7th  instant,  by  the  telegraph,  was  received 
last  night,  in  which  you  desire  funds  for  thepayment  of  such  Indians  who 
have  consented  to  emigrate  to  the  West.  The  sum  of  $100,000  was  sent 
to  Capt.  Casey,  from  the  Indian  Office,  last  week,  and  intelligence  has  been 
received  of  its  arrival  at  Charleston. 

Under  the  reasonable  presumption  that  at  least  a  part  of  the  Indians  will 
be  ready  to  emigrate,  it  has  been  considered  and  concluded,  that  their  em- 
igration shall  be  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  officers  of  the 
luroy.  This  plan  has  been  adopted  in  respect  to  humanity  toward  the  In- 
dians, and  economy  to  the  government.  These  objects  should  be  kept  in 
full  view.  None  but  the  most  prudent  should  be  selected  to  perform  this 
duty. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  inform  you,  that  Brevet  Major  R.  S. 
Garnett  has  orders  to  join  his  regiment,  now  in  Florida,  and  to  be  detached 
for  this  particular  service,  so  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  .Indians  shall 
be  enrolled  for  emigration.  He  has  been  directed  to  exhibit  his  orders  to 
you  to  the  end  that  you  will  take  all  proper  steps  to  advance  the  views  of 
the  government. 

Other  parties,  which  agree  to  emigrate  at  any  date  subsequent  to  the  de- 
parture of  the  first  party,  will  be  left  to  your  judgment  in  tne'  selection  of 
the  conducting  officer. 

In  the  great  solicitude  to  effect  the  peaceable  removal  of  the  Indians,  and 
reUeve  the  plan  from  all  influences  which  may  be  brought  to  bear  against 
it,  I  ought  to  say,  that  the  particular  mode,  as  indicated  for  their  transport- 
ation to  the  West,  may  not  be  disclosed.  The  several  applications  for  a 
c(Hitract  to  remove  the  Indians  from  Florida,  if  openly  refused,  might  ex- 
pose you  to  the  frowns  of  the  applicants,  who  may  be  on  the  spot.  It  is 
proper  to  encounter  only  these  difficulties  which  are  inseparable  from  this 
tedious  service  of  inducing  reluctant  savages  to  accept  new  homes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Tan^a  Bay,  ' 
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War  Depa&tmbnt, 
WAaHiNGTON,  February  22,  1850. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  yours  of  the  3d  inst.,  and  notice,  with  satisfaction, 
hat  a  party  of  fortv-eight  Indians  had  consented,  and  is  prepared  to  emi- 
.  rate  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

On  yesterday,  Brevet  Major  R.  S.  Garnett,  was  despatched  with  instruc- 
t  ons  to  you.  When  obtained,  you  will  find  that  you  anticipated  the  Da- 
partment  in  respect  to  the  transportation  of  the  Indians.  It  is  to  be  per- 
formed under  the  direction  of  an  officer  or  officers  of  the  army. 

-The  policv  of  sending  parties  as  they  may  enrol  for  emigration,  to  New 
Orleans  or  rascagoula,  especially  the  former,  is  questionable.  As  it  will  be 
known  that  the  Indians  are  in  possession  of  a  lai^e  amount  of  money,  and 
having  habits  wholly  dissimilar  to  the  whites,  they  will  doubtless  be  pursued 
by  the  latter  for  the  single  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  Indian  his  cash. 
Let  the  officers  charged  with  the  control  of  emigrating  parties,  have  espe- 
cial  and  stringent  orders  on  this  subject. 

Four  persons  on  Indian  river  and  Peas  creek,  allege  that  their  property 
has  been  destroyed  by  the  Indians  at  these  places  during  the  past  summer. 
The  senators  and  representatives  of  Florida  have  urged  on  the  Department 
that  the  Indians  should  indemnify  these  and  other  individuals  for  property 
destroyed  by  them.  The  enclosed  correspondence  between  these  gentle- 
men and  this  Department  will  inform  you  of  the  grounds  taken  by  either. 
I  will  only  add,  that  if  you  can  prevail  on  the  Indians  to  allow  the  sufferers 
a  recompense  for  their  property,  then  destroyed,  it  will  be  another  evidence 
of  the  justice  and  fair  dealing  of  the  Indians.  In  your  negotiations  on  this 
subject,  you  will  consider  yourself  ad  acting  intermediately  between  tJie 
parties  whose  property  has  been  destroyed,  and  the  Indians,  and  by  no 
means  to  commit  the  government  to  pay  any  amount  on  this  class  of 
claims. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War, 

Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Florida. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  February  25, 1850. 
Sib  :    A  brief  despatch,  Ifitely  received  from  Captain  Casey,  furnishes  the 
;  Ratifying  evidence  that  the  Seminoles  of  Florida  are  evincing  a  determina- 
tion to  emigjrate  to  the  West.     He  has  requested  that  the  sum  of  8100,000 
na^  be  sent  immediately  l6  him,  in  a  draft  or  drafts  on  New  Orleans. 

Without  knowing  the  condition  of  the  appropriations  applicable  to  this 
object,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  $400,000  will  be 
9ufllcient  to  emigrate  and  transport  to,  and  subsist  at,  the  West  for  one  vear 
all  the  Indians  in  Florida.  It  is  important  that  the  funds  be  sent  without 
delay,  as  the  officer  now  superintending  Indian  affairs  there,  has  given  the 
promise  of  payment  before  the  emigrants  go  on  shipboard. 
,^j(]|  fh^  es^mate  I  verbally  stated  to  you  a  few  days  a^o,  I  placed  the  sum 
at  •dOOjOOO,  but  in  consideration  of  their  number,  which  can  only  be  con- 
jectured, and  the  probable  cost  of  their  transportation  and  subsistence,  it 
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may  be  prudoDt  to  incretee  tbe.gtim  to  #400,000^  or  90  much  thereof  as  oiigr 
be  necenaiy  to  efiect  these  objects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Hod.  Thomas  Ewmo, 

Sec*  of  the  Interior. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  February  26,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  12th  instant,  from  Lieutenant  Meade, 
and  am  gratified  with  the  probable  removal  of  the  Indians  from  Florida. 

I  addressed  you  on  the  22d  instant,  and  among  the  matters,  mentioned 
the  application  of  certain  persons  whose  property  bad  been  destroyed,  by 
the  Indians,  and  that  the  subject  had  been  partially  discussed  by  the  Sena- 
tors aad  Repreeentatives  of  Florida  and  tjijs  department.  Lest  there  may 
be  some  misapprehension  on  this  subject',  I  would  say  that  whatever  is 
effected  for  their  relief  must  be  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  Indians.  If 
they  refuse,  they. are  not  to  be  coerced  to  pay. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO,  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Brevet  Major-General  D.  E.  Twiggs, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  March  4,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  'yours  of  the  18th  ultimo,  and  am  happy  to  know 
that  the  Indians  are  showing  the  sincerity  of  their  promises  by  presenting 
themselves  for  emigration.  The  policy  is  to  use  peaqefd  means  with  thejxi. 
When  only  a  remnant  is  left,  such  as  you  mentioned  in  your  last  commu- 
nication, you  will  say  to  them,  that  as  a  tribe  they  cannot  have  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government  so  long  as  they  remain  in  Florida.  That  their  tribe 
has  ^one  to  the  west,  and  they  should  go  with  them.  Florida  claims  the  right 
of  administering  her  laws  over  the  country  lately  occupied  by  their  iM-ethren, 
and  that  the  government  sees  no  objection  to  the  authority  which  Florida 
claims.  They  must  therefore  be  brought  under  the  control  of  Florida  laws, 
and  like  all  similar  cases,  their  race  will  soon  be  extinct. 

The  movement  of  troops  south  of  your  line  must  depend  ^upon  your^  judg- 
ment. Free  communication  between  the  army  and  th6  Indians  should  be 
cherished,  and  no  act  shown  on  your  part,  which  may  weaken  their  confi- 
dence in  your  purposes  and  promises.  The  department  has  learned  that 
sinister  influences  nave  been  used  to  retard  the  emigration  of  the  Indians, 
and  without  leaving  any  dpubt  on  this  matter,  I  will  say,  that  I  have  heard 
that  Bowlegs  has  expressed  ihe  apprehension  that  after  the  Indiftns  are  fully 
in  the  custody  of  the  army,  that  they  will  be  required  to  indemnify  .the 
whites  for  all  losses  the  latter  have  sustained;  also  that  about  fifteeq  war- 
riors have  placed  themselves  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Indian  reservation 
under  the  hope  that  a  higher  reward  would  be  paid  to  tjb^m  for  th^r .^w- 
gration.    These  and  all  similar  i)lan8  must  be  counteraet^d. 

In.  the  course  of  a  few  wei^ks^  it  is  thought  that,  the  necfwary  funds  ^ill 
not  otdy  be  appropriated,  but  also  placed  in  the  h^i^.of  C^t^n  QiMy* 
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The  iunds  about  which  you  speak  (I  mean  ^100,000  it  gold),  have  pro- 
bably arrived,  as  I  have  neard  that  the  special  messenger  charged  with 
their  transportation  has  reached  Pilatka. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Brevet  Major-(5eneral  D.  E.  Twiggs, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

War  Department, 
Washington,  March  11,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  covering  the  copy  of  muster  rolls  of  two  companies  (Spark- 
man's  and  Parker's)  of  Florida  volunteers  for  services  rendered  from  July 
to  January  last. 

These  muster  rolls  do  not  state  under  what  authority  these  companies 
were  received  into  service,  nor  is  there  any  reason  given  why,  if  properly 
called  into  service,  they  were  continued  therein  nearly  four  months  after 
the  order  of  your  Excellency  of  the  1st  of  October,  1849,  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  the  volunteers  ordered  into  service  by  your  predecessor.  That 
order,  in  specifying  the  companies  that  had  been  called  out,  and  were  then 
to  be  discharged,  makes  no  mention  of  Sparkman's  and  Parker's  companies, 
from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  no  authority  had  been  given  for  receiv- 
ing these  particular  companies  into  the  service. 

It  is  important  to  know  these  facts  before  the  President  can  take  any 
steps  in  recommending  to  Congress  an  appropriation  for  their  payment. 
There  must  be  evidence  of  previous  authority,  either  from  the  general 
government  or  from  the  executive  of  a  State,  for  receiving  volunteers  into 
service,  and  the  musters  must  be  made  in  accordance  with  such  previous 
authority,  before  payment  can  be  authorized.  The  mere  voluntary  enrol- 
ment of  individuals  without  such  authority  does  not  constitute  a  claim  to 
pay.  Nor  is  it  thought,  as  in  these  cases,  as  exhibited  before  the  depart- 
ment, that  the  government  should  pay  for  services  under  an  organization 
never  recognized,  and  continued  for  months  after  the  order  of  disbandment 
of -all  troops  then  in  the  service  of  Florida. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Beown, 
Chvemor  of  Florida, 
Tallahassee,  Florida. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  March  20, 1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  yours  of  the  9th  instant,  and  had  previously  con- 
versed with  the  agent  who  had  been  sent  as  the  bearer  of  funds  to  the 
Indian  agent  in  Florida. 

I  have  never  lost  sight  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  prominent  wish  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  to  engage  in  a  war  with  the  remnant  of 
Indians  in  that  State.  Whilst  another  and,  I  believe  a  lai^r  and  more 
respectable  part  of  the  community  has  been  inclined  to  an  opposite  purpose. 
I  am,  therefore,  not  much  surprised  at  the  intelligence  you  mtve  communi- 
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cated  in  relation  to  information  derived  from  this  department,  as  having 
been  known  to  Bowlegs  and  the  Indians  in  advance  of  that  to  yourself. 
Such  purposes  and  plans  must  be  guarded  against  as  far  as  possible. 

Two  company  rolls  of  the  Florida  militia  have  been  forwarded  to  this 
department  by  the  Executive  of  Florida,  which  appeared  never  to  have 
been  recognized  by  the  authorities  of  that  State.  I  mean  the  companies 
alleged  to  have  been  commanded  by  Captains  Sparkman  and  Parker.  It 
seems  that  these  companies  retained  their  organization  till  the  latter  part  of 
January,  or  nearly  four  months  after  the  general  order  of  Governor  Brown 
for  the  disbandment  of  the  volunteers  called  into  service. by  his  predecessor. 
It  may  be  proper  for  the  department  to  be  informed  fiiUy  on  these  matters 
or  others.  This  information. may  be  useful  to  the  government  in  adjusting 
claims  that  may  be  presented  ojr  paid,  and  growing  out  of  the  late  disturb- 
ances in  Florida. 

It  is  expected,  when  Bowlegs  and  his  tribe  shall  be  emigrated  to  the  West 
^-about  the  1st  proximo — that  Sam  Jones  and  bis  small  oand  of  adherents 
will  see  the  necessity  of  following  immediately  in  their  footsteps.  It  is 
submitted  to  your  judgment  whether  your  language  to  bim  and  his  people 
may  not  then  be  more  decisive.  They  cannot  be  so  unreflecting  as  not  to 
see  and  know  that  in  less  than  a  year,  they  will  be  entirely  surrounded  by 
the  whites,  ana  every  year  their  reserve  will  be  narrower. 

Moreover  the  majority  of  the  Indians  will  have  gone  with  full  payment 
foi  their  occupant  right.  It  will  not  be  tolerated  that  this  second  and  full 
purchase  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  such  as  choose  to  remain.  It  has 
been  made  for  the  United  States  and  Florida,  and  will  be  so  used.  These 
and  similar  views  you  can  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  reluctant  Indians 
on  opportune  occasions. 

When  Bowlegs  and  his  party  shall  have  sailed,  you  will  furnish  the  de- 
partment with  the  probable  number  of  Indians  who  may  remain  in  Florida. 

So  far  the  plans  you  have  adopted  to  effect  the  peaceable  removal  of  the 
Indians  have  met  the  approval  of  the  President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Brevet  Major-General  D.  E.  Twiocp, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


War  Department, 

Washinotok,  March  27,  1850. 

8iE :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  the  chief  Bowlegs,  against  Mr.  P.  A.  Youge,  of  Danen,  (^eorgia,  I  state 
that  as  the  matter  nas  uready  been  submitted  to  and  decided  by  a  judicial 
tribunal,  and  the  defendant  is  fully  able  to  respond  in  pecuniary  damages,  I 
presume  that  Bowlegs  could  adopt  no  more  certain  or  speedy  process  to  se- 
cure his  rights,  than  by  prosecuting  the  measures  already  adopted.  As  the 
judgment  has  already  been  rendered,  there  will  probably  be  no  difficulty  in 
the.prosecution  of  tlie  claim  and  no  proof  required  other  than  that  furnish^ 
ed  by  the  records  of  the  Florida  court. 

From  the  acknowledged  intelligence  of  Bowlegs,  it  is  not  doubted  Ihat 
you  will  be  enabled  to  impress  his  mind  f&lly  with  tiie  system  which  the 
whitte  adopt  for  ihc(  enforcing  payment  In  dl  cases  i^liire  dimncHnatioh  or 
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o^Iecl  is  eviQoed  by  the  defaulting  party.  As  the  present  case  was  a  pio- 
ceeding  between  individucds,  and,  it  is  presumed,  had  its  origin  by  their  mu- 
tual agreement  without  the  intervention  of  a  government  agent,  it  should 
in  its  future  progress  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  Bowlegs.  At  the  same 
time,  I  shall  cheerfully  approve  of  any  course  of  counsel  or  agency,  which 
you  may  assume  in  conformity  to  his  wish^. 

I  do  jK)t  deem  it  necessary  to  address  the  District  Attorney  at  Savannah, 
on  the  subject,  as  I  could  only  suggest  what  I  have  above  written,  and  ex- 
press the  wish  that  the  case  may  be  prosecuted  as  other  cases  between 
parties  litigant  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  the  approval  of  this  Depart- 
ment, of  your  conduct,  in  promoting  and  executing  the  wish  and  policy  of 
the  President,  touching  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  West. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Captain  John  S.  Casey,  K  8. 4.,  , 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


[Copy.]^^ 


^AB   DePAETMENT, 

WASHriTGTON,  April  By  1850. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  27th  ult.,  covering  a  communi- 
cation from  Captain  Casey  on  the  day  previous. 

Much  regret  and  surprise  are  felt  that  the  movement  of  the  detachment 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Britton,  or  any  other  demonstration  of  .an 
armed  force  should  have  been  made  in  the  Indian  reserve,  as  its  effect 
would  tend  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  Indians  in  the  past  promises  of 
the  government. 

The  first  step  will  be  to  reopen  a  friendly  intercourse  with  them. 

In  the  event  of  hostilities  being  commenced  by  the  Indians,  you  will  so 
arrange  your  command  so  as  to  protect  the  frontier  of  Florida,  as  far  as 

?'acticable,  and  press  the  Indians  into  a  compliapce  with  their  agreement, 
he  policy  heretofore  indicated,  is  not  to  be  departed  from,  unless  on  the 
contingency  just  mentioned. 

I  am  very  respectfuHT)  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD. 

Secretary  of  War. 
Brevet-Major-General  D.  E.  Twiggs, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

Wab  Depabtment, 
Washington,  April  12,  1850. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
96tb  ult,  on  the  subject  of  Captain  Sparkman  and  Parker's  companies  of 
Florida  oulitia)  from  which  it  appeiM^s  that  these  companies  were  ordered 
into  service  by  certain  commanding  officers  of  militia,  under  the  militia  law 
of  the  State,  which  provides  for  repelling  or  suppressing  sudden  invasion 
oc  insurrection,  and  that  they  were  iK>t  ^led  by  the  orders  or  authority 
'A  the  Eiieculive,  of,  the  State.    These  facts  do  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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President,  and  I  may  add  of  this  Department,  change  the  character  of  the 
claim  from  that  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  your  Excellency  of  the  11th  of 
March,  except  ia  establishing  the  want  of  the  pre-requisite  referred  to  in 
that  letter,  in  order  to  constitute  a  just  claim  upon  the  government  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  the  President  is  constrained  io  deeh'ne  a  coiapl|- 
sDce  with  your  request  to  recommend  the  claim  to  the  favorable  consioer- 
ation  of  Congress. 

I  have  £e  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  BbowNi 
Governor  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  Florida. 


[Copy.] 

WaA  DttPARTMBNT, 

Wabhinoton,  April  29,  1850. 

Sim:  From  yoi^  dispatches  of  the  14th  and  15tb  instant,  it  is  not 
wfao^y  improbable  from  the  bad  faith  which  the  Indians  have  evinced,  that 
an  ontbreak  on  the  frontier  may  have  already  occurred. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  in  such  a  contingency,  you  will  have  so  disposed 
your  forces  as  to  execute  previous  instructions  from  this  Department.  . 
•  Trading- houses  will  be  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  commanding- 
officer,  m  no  person  permitted  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  whose  conduct 
or  motives  may  be  even  suspected  as  hostile  to  the  removal  of  the  Indians- 
Indeed,  all  persons  without  authority  from  yourself  will  be  denied  inte^ 
coarse  with  the  Indians  within,  or  on  the  borders  of  the  territory  allotted 
for  their  temporary  occupation. 

It  is  not  deemed  proper  to  abridge  their  present  boundary,  as  it  would, 
doubtless,  furnish  a  pretext  to  avoid  or  postpone  a  duty  of  the  governmeat 
and  the  Indians — ^their  removal  to  the  West. 

You  are  Instructed  not  to  commence  but  to  repel  hostilities.  A  finoe 
and  constant  intercourse  mav  effect  more  than  forcible  means.  It  is  sup- 
posed as  probable,  that  the  Indians,  when  assured  of  your  fidelity  to  your 
enga^ments,  small  parties  may  be  induced  tp  emigrate  -on  the  terms  pio- 
posed.  The  government  has  none  other  to  offer.  It  is  suggested  jn  ai^ 
aqiect,  that  you  should  seek  and  obtain  reliable  infprmJi^ion  o?  the  cpuntcy 
occupied  by  the  Indians,  itnd  such  plii|ces  to  which  they  may  fly  wim  pur- 
sued.^ 

If  hostile  measures  be  forced  on  yoii,  it  is  suggested  that  you.  make  oap-« 
tives  of  their  women  and  children,  and  keep  them  in.  safe  custody. 

No  instructions  will  now  be  .given  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  forces,  or 
sale  of  public  property.  The  former  will  be  as  heretofore,  unfler  your  judg- 
ment, and  of  cou^  be  so  arranged  as  that. localities,  which  may  be  con- 
ducive to  health,  will  not  be  overlooked. 

1  have  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obeidient  servant,  ..     . 

GEO.  W.  CBAWFORD, 

.    Secretary  of  War. 
Brevet  Major-General  D.  1^  Ti^oosi 

l^«9ii^:t»y,Plcjrif{a.        .  .;  .    ..     \  ^     .. 
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Reports  and  Communications  to  the  War  Department. 
1849. 

June  18.  Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

*'    25.  .    The  same  to  the  same. 

Joly     7.  Maj.  W.  W.  Morris  to  the  same. 

^   ^  17.  Maj.  C.  F.  Smith  to  the  same.      (5  enclosures.) 

^     18.  The  same  to  the  same. 

«    19.  Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

'     **    21.  Mai.  W.  W.  Morris  to  the  Adjutant-General.    (1  enclosure.) 

**    2t.  J.  H.  Bronson  and  others  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

''    22.  Lieut  D.   W.  Conch  tp  the  Adjutant-Geheral.     (I  enclo- 
sure.) 
*<    22.  The  same  to  the  same.     (1  enclosure.) 

*'    22.  Maj.  W.  W.  Morrris    '  to  the  same.  (1  enclosure.) 

"    22.  G.  W.  Ferguson  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

**    23.  Maj.  C.  F.  Smith  to  the  Adjutont-General. 

♦  ••    28.  Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  same. 
I    **    26.  Maj.  W.  W.  M!orris          to  the  same. 

"«    26.  The  Governor  of  Florida  to  the  President  of  the  U.  Sutes. 

**    28.  Maj.  C.  F.  Smith  to  the  Adjutant-Geueral. 

••    28.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

(1  Enclosure.) 

**    29.  Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  Commissary-Generall 

•'    80.  Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

^    80.  Maj.  W.  W.  Morris  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

"    31.  Maj.  C.  F.  Smith  to  the  same. 

'  '•    31.  ,  Lieut.  D.  W.  Conch  to  the  same. 

Aug.    3.  Maj.  C.  F.  Smith  to  the  same.    (1  enclosure.) 

«        6.  G.  E.  M'Clellan  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

"        6.  Maj.  C.  F.  Smith  to  the  Adjutant-General.     (3  enclosures.) 

'  **'       6.  Greneral  J.  Bankhead        to  the  same.    (2  enclosures.) 

^        9.  Maj.  W.  W.  Morris         to  the  same.    (2  enclosures.) 
^      12.  The  same  to  the  same.    (2  enclosures.) 

^      12.  The  same  to  the  same. 

^      13.  The  same  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

**     14.  Alfred  Gale  and  others  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

^      14.  C.  F.  Smith  to  the  Adjutant-General.    (1  enclosure.) 
^      15.  The  same  to  the  same. 

"      16*  The  same  to  the  same.    (1  endoBure.) 

**      18.  Maj.  W.W.  Morris     to  the  same. 
**      20.  The  same  to  the  same.  ^ 

♦  «      20.  Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  same. 
''      23.  Maj.  J.  P.  Roland        to  the  same. 

♦  «     25.  Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  Lt  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman. 

♦  *•     27.  The  same  to  the  same. 

^     80.  Governor  Thos.  Brown  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  ' 

♦  Sept.  1.  Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  Li.  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman. 

♦  "     3.  The,  same  to  the  same. 

''      8.  Lt.  D.  W.  Conch  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

♦  "      6.  Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  Maj.  W.  W.  MackaU. 

♦  ••      6.  Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  Lt.  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman, 

"     6.  The  same  to  the  Secretary  of  War.     (te2^  dis.) 
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Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
Gen,  D.  E.  twi^s  to  Lt  Col  W.  G,  Freeman. 
Col.  J.  L.  Gardner  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
Gen.  E.  Twiggs  to  Lt.  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman. 

The  same  to  the  Secretary  of  War.    (<ei.  dis.) 
Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  Secretary  of  Wair. 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
The  Governor  ofPlorida  to  the  Sec.  of  War.     (1  enclosure.) 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twims  to  Lt  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman. 
The  same  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  same  to  Lt.  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman. 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  same  to  the  same^ 

The  same  to  the  same. 

Cap.  J.  C.  Casey  to  Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs. 
Gen..  D.  K  Twiggs  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

The  same  to  Lt.  CoL  W.  G.  Freeman. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

Capt.  J.  S.  Casey  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  same. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

The  Governor  of  Florida  to  the  President  the  United  States. 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

The  First  Comptroller  to  the  same. 

Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the  same. 
Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee  and  others  to  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  Lt.  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  same. 

The  Governor  of  Florida  to  the  Sec  of  War.    (1  enclosure.)  . 
Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
•  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  tOxthe  Secretary  of  War. 
The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs        to  the  same.    . 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  same. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee  '   to  the  same. 

Capt  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  same  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs        to  the  same. 
Capt  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  same  to  the  same.  ; 

The  same  to  the  same. 

Maj.  W.  W.  Mackall  to  the  same. 

The  Governor  of  Florida        to  the  same. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Casey  to  the  same. 

Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  same. 
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<<    9.  The  same                       to  the  same.                   ,     . 

"  10.  Capt.  J.  C.  Casey                   to  the  same.' 

"  !!•  Maj  W.  W.  Mackall  to  Maj.  R.  S.  Ganaett 

"11.  The  same           to  Maj.  W.  T.  N.  Brooks. 

«  18.  Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  . 

**  26.  The  Governor  ofFlorida  to  the  same.    X^  ^xuilosare.} 

"  37.  Gen.  1).  £.  Twiggs            to  the  same.     (1  enflosure.) 

April  8.  The  same                  to  the  same. 

**     6.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  same. 

**     8.  Gen.  D.  K  Twiggs                 to  the  same. 

"    14^  The  same                         to  the  same.    (1  enclosure^ 

*'    1&  '          The  same                         to  the  same.     (1  enclosure.) 

"   20.  The  same                        to  the  same. 

May    1.  The  ^ame                         to  the  same.    (2  enclosures*) 

**    18.  The  Commissary-Gjaneral      to  the  same.     (2^enclo8ures.J 

•  Thow  thai  dengntecl,«i«t>rint6d  Wiethe  MmmlitpoitaftiM  Sc^vetaryof  Wti^SicDocl. 
No.  5i  prefent  ■wriop,  pp.  US  lie 
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Port  Brooke,  Florida, 
June  18,  1849. 

Gevcbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruc- 
tioos  of  May  29,  with  five  papers  inclosed,  relating  to  Seminole  affairs  in 
this  State,  and  the  site  for  a  military  post  near  the  Indians,  and  directing 
me  to  give  my  views  on  these  subjects. 

As  much  responsibility  is  imposed  on  me,  I  consider  it  due  to  the  depart- 
ment as  well  as  to  myself,  to  state  briefly,  in  this  report,  the  reasons  which 
govern  me. 

If  the  SeminoUs  now  here  are  to  remain  in  Florida^  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  post,  ageticy,  and  trading-house  should  all  be  at  Charlotte 
harbor,  the  post  on  the  island  of  Guiseppe  and  the  agency  and  store  on  the 
main  land  near  by. 

The  moral  influence  of  a  military  post  will  be  greater  at  that  than  at  any 
other  point  on  the  coast,  because  it  is  the  nearest  suitable  site  to  the  Indian 
towns  and  retreats  ;  and  I  think  they  can  be  more  readily  held  in  check  by 
such  a  post  within  striking  distance  of  their  homes,  than  by  any  post  to  the 
norths  between  them  and  our  settlements,  since  the  latter  post  must  b^  fat 
fix>m  their  towns  and  retreats. 

The  extent  and  character  of  this  country  and  the  sparse  population  of  oar 
frontier,  render  it  impossible  to  "  head  off"  the  warriors  by  any  moderate 
force  (interposed  between  them  and  the  whites),  but  if  the  families  and 
towns  are  within  our  reach,  the  men  will  not  so  readily  spread  themselves 
through  the  white  settlements. 

The  special  reasons  for  selecting  Guiseppe  island  are  given  in  the  Report 
of  the  Board  of  January  20,  1849. 

If,  however,  it  is  proposed  to  remove  the  Seminoks,  now  here,  to  the  West 
witktM  a  few  years,  I  would  recommend  that  Fort  Brooke  be  continued, 
and  that  the  agency  and  chief  tradin '  house  be  established  at  Charlotte 
harbor.  The  trading  house  is  the  general  rendezvous  for  the  Indians,  and 
the  agency  should  be  there.  Charlotte  harbor  being  a  central  point  for 
trade  and  far  removed  from  our  settlements,  is  the  best  place  fpr  then^ 
besides  being  the  point  from  which  we  are  to  communicate  with  the  In- 
dians, and,  ii  they  are  to  be  removed,  remove  them. 

The  prospect  of  removing  them  peaceably  is  not,  at  present^  favorable. 
It  is  believed  that  their  laws  still  outlaw  anv  chief  who  shall  propose  to 
negotiate  on  the  subject.  They  are  very  wild  and  suspicious,  and  I  regret 
to  state  that  during  the  last  few  years  of  the  war,  they  lost  that  confidence 
in  the  faith  of  our  army  oflicers  which  they  had  always  manifested,  e^en 
during  the  most  active  hostilities,  as  late  as  1840.  The  head  chief,  who  is 
personally  well  known  to  me,  has  twice  failed,  after  he  had  himself  solicited 
an  interview,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  be  was  forbidden  to  attend  by  their 
council,  lest  he  might  be  seized  and  sent  to  Arkansas,  even  when  coming 
under  a  white  flag.  One  of  the  chief  men  who  did  attend,  stated  that  they 
had  reason  to  entertain  siich  distrust,  alluding,  I  thought,  particularly  to 
the  seizure  of  Okti-ah-chee  and  people  at  this  post  in  1842. 

Unfortunately  I  was  prevented,  by  illness,  from  attending  a  third  rendez- 
vous (on  ..Charlotte  harbor)  where  the  chief  awaited  me  nine  days.  The 
Indians  are  now  all  in  the  interior  attending  their  annual  festival^  the 
corn  dancf^  and  the  rainy  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  the  chiefs  cannot 
convenientlv  be  assembled  again  before  the  fall  or  winter.  It  is  not  impos- 
sible that  they  may  be  gradually  induced  to  change  their  views  and  to 
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receive  a  friendly  visit  from  their  brethren  in  Arkansas ;  and  afterwards  to 
send  a  deputation  of  their  own  to  the  West,  which  deputation  it  is  to  be 
hoped  may  report  favorably  of  the  new^  country  to  the  Seminoles  h^re. 
As  I  do  not  think  that  the  presence  of  a  small  military  force  would  favor 
the  negotiations,  in  the  actual  state  of  feeling  among  them,  I  would  not 
advise  the  occupation  of  a  point  on  Charlotte  harbor  until  their  migration 
is  to  be  executed  (or  hostilities  are  threatened).  This  depdt  (Fort  Brooke^ 
will  be  required  in  any  probable  event,  and  as  it  has  advantages  over  all 
other  points  within  our  settlements,  I  recommend  its  continuance,  and  that 
the  islands  in  Charlotte  harbor,  recommended  by  the  Board,  be  reserved  for 
military  purposes,  so  long  as  the  Indians  remain  in  Florida* 

When  the  time  shall  come  for  removing  those  who  will  go  peaceably, 
and  the  peace  party  (if  any)  will  be  found  among  the  Seminoles  proper, 
now  living  near  the  Caloosa  Hatchee,  a  strong  force  should  be  stationed  on 
Guiseppe  island  ready  to  protect  them ;  and  it  will  probably  be  necessary, 
at  the  same  time  to  throw  forward  a  considerable  force  from  Fort  Brooke 
towards  Lake  Istokpoga  where  the  Mikkasookees  and  Tallahassees  have 
their  towns. 

I  return  herewith  all  the  papers  referred  to  me  with  your  instructions. 
I  am,  General  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 
Captain,  U.  S.  A, 

Major-Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutanl'CfeTieral,  XJ.  S.  A. 


FoBT  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay, 

Plobida,  June  25,  1849. 
GfiNERAL  :  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  May  29th, 
I  reported,  as  therein  directed.  In  pursuance  of  those  instructions  1  shall, 
as  early  as  practicable,  make  a  visit  to  Charlotte  harbor,  and  the  Caloosa 
Hatchee.  with  the  hope  of  communicating  with  the  head  chief  of  the  Semi- 
nole^. This  expedition  mav  occupy  me  from  four  to  five  weeks,  and  on 
nyr  return,  I  shall  if  successful,  be  able  to  report  further  on  the  present  state 
of  feeling  among  the  Seminoles. 

I  haviB  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY,  Capt.  U.  S.  A. 
•    General  R.  Joni», 
Adj.-General,  K  S.  A. 


Fort  Brooke,  E.  P. 

/u/y7,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  that  the  strip  of  land  twenty  miles  in  width 
around  the  district  set  apart  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  Seminoles, 
in  Florida,  which  was  by  order  of  the  President,  of  the  United  States,  re- 
served from  survey  and  sale.  Instructions,  dated  20th  May,  1845,  has 
been  encroached  upon  by  several  white  persons,  opening  farms,  with  a  view 
t^  permanent  settlements. 
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As  I  know  of  no  law  by  which  I  could  compel  them  to  vacate  these 
lands,  I  report  the  fact  for  the  information  of  the  department. 
I  am,  rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  ,  W.  W.  MORRIS, 

Major  U,  S,  A,,  Commanding  Post 
Major-General,  R.  Jones, 
Adj..6en.  17.  S.  A. 


Port  Marion,  St.  Augustine,  * 

Florida,  July  17,  184^. 
Brevet-Maj.-General,  R.  JonbSi 
AdpOeneral,  U.  S.  A. 

WASHINgTON,  D.  C. 

General:  I  received  this  morning  the  enclosed  letter,  from  General 
Joseph  M,  Fernandez,  (Mayor  of  St.  Augustine),  covering  that  also  en- 
closed from  Mr.  J.  J.  Marshall,  in  relation  to  Indian  outrages  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  at  Indian  river  (Fort  Pearce.)  I  also  enclose  a  copy 
of  my  answer  to  Mr.  Marshall.  These  letters  are  sent  to  you  direct,  pass- 
ing other  head  quarters,  that  the  government  may  receive  the  earliest  no- 
lice.  * 

If  I  had  the  mean^  of  transportation  by  water,  at  my  instant  dispossil,  I 
would  at  once  send  an  officer  and  some  men  to  Indian  river,  to  procure  in- 
teltigence ;  but  the  only  boat  we  have  at  all  fit  for  such  a  purpose,  is  one 
of  the  Vera  Cruz  surf-boats,  without  mast  or  sail.  I  have  directed  that  this 
boat  be  made  ready  with  all  dispatch,  and  shall  then  send  an  officer  and 
ten  OT  a  dozen  nien,  unless  I  should  receive  meantime  such  information  as 
would  preclude  the  necessity  for  my  so  doing. 

The  Mr.  Icobie  who  writes,  is  the  keeper  of  the  Light  house  at  Chpe 
Canaveral,  some  seventy-five  miles  from  Indian  river  :  Mr.  Dummett, 
is  the  Inspector  of  Customs  at  Smyrna,  and  Mr.  Marshall,  is  a  planter  at 
Dunlawta,  some  eight  or  10  miles  from  Smyrha. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
*  ^     ^^^*  2d  ArtiUery,  and  Brevet-Col.  Commanding. 


St.  Augustine,  July  17,  1849. 
Dear  Sir:    The  enclosed  letter  from  Col.  Marshall,  a  gentleman  of 
high  standing  and  respectability*  and  one  of  the  first  planters  in  this  section 
of  the  State,  has  been  received  by  express  my  plantation,  and  I  hasten  to 
transmit  it  to  you. 

Should  you  desire  to  reply,  the  express  will  return  in  the  course  of  the 
day. 

With  much  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 
Col.  SMrTH,  Commandinjg: 
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!  Dear  Doc  :  For  God's  sake  come  with  your  boat  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  help  us  to  get  away.  The  Indians  have  broken  out  at  Indian  river, 
and  I  am  obliged  to  take  to  the  h'ght  house. 

(Signed)  N.  C.  ICOBIE. 


Dear  Col  :    I  have  this  moment  received  the  above  from  Mr.  Icobie, 
by  a  black  boy  of  Mr.  Stamps. 

The  boy  says,  that  this  mornii^  four  black  women,  one  black  boy  and 
one  white  girl,  came  from  Indian  by  way  of  the  beach,  and  report  that  the 
Indians  have  broken  out  on  Indian  river,  and  are  burning  the  houses.     Tii0 
boy  can  give  no  further  information.     What  had  we  best  do  ? 
Yours  in  haste,  - 

(Signed)  D.  DUMMETT. 

Please  write  me,  and  send  Ben  back  immediately.    The  negroes  left  In- 
dian river  on  Thursday.  Dunlawton,  Florida. 

Sunday  night,  July  15,  1849. 


To  the  Commandant  at  St.  Augustine. 

Dear  Sib;  Abpve  is  a  copy  of  a  note  just  received  from  Captain 
Dummett. 

We  have  no  idea  of  the  number  of  Indians  there  may  be. 

There  are  but  few  of  us  about  Smyrna,  but  we  intend  to  maintain  our 
ground,  unless  the  odds  are  greatly  against  us. 

Fortunately  we  have  a  supply  of  powder,  (intended  for  blasting)  and 
some  lead.     My  messengers  are  waiting,  and  I  write  in  great  haste. 

Please  write  to  me  by  return  of  the  messenger,  and  state  definitely  yrhat 
we  may  calculate  on  from  you,  and  when. 

I  could  send  a  boat  or  boats  to  Dummett's  old  place  if  desiredi 

By  land,  the  settlements  on  Indian  river  are  140  miles  from  this  place. 

I  am  personally  known  to  several  gentlemen  in  St.  Augustine,  but  I  have 
not  time  to  write  any  of  them.  Be  kind  enough  to  extend  this  informa- 
tion. In  haste,  yours,  &ev 

JOHN  J.VIARSHALL. 


Fort  Mariok,  St.  AuovstinCi 

Florida,  Jtt/y  17,  1849. 
John  J.  Marshall,  Esq, 

Dunlawton,  Florida. 

Sir  :  I  received  this  morning  through  Greneral  Hemandez,.your  letter 
of  the  15th  instant. 

If  the  Indians  have  taken  the  field,  and  are  in  force,  my  command  is  too 
small  from  which  to  make  a  detachment  against  them  at  such  a  distance 
as  Indian  river,  with  any  proprietor.  I  cannot,  therefore,  send  a  force  ao 
far.  If  the  settlement  at  Smyrna  is  threatened  by  a  force  the  inhabitants 
cannot  cope  with,  I  will  aid  them  to  the  extent  of  a  dozen  men  and  an 
officer. 

But  I  do  not  regard  the  burning  of  a  few  houses  at  Indian  river,  as  in- 
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#Datrre  of  a  dteferaihiation  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  for  yrai*,  but  rathet 
as  an  act  of  retaliation  for  some  injury  fancied  or  nreal — ^with  which  they 
wiH  remain  satisfied.  I  should' be  glad  tO' hear  from  y6u  soon  on  this  point 
Let  me  have  information  on  which  you  rely,  especially  as  to  the  origin  of 
Ibe  difficulty. 

I  have  a  large  boat  in  good  condition,  capable  of  carrying  many  men, 
\mt  she  is  heavy  and  wants  both  mast  and  sail;  as  soon  as  I  can  have  it 

Serly  ri^ed,  I  wiH  send  an  ofilcer  and  some  men  to  Indian  river  to 
e  inquiries,  provided  the  information  I  may  receive  fVom  you  mean- 
tbne  is  not  conclusive. 

If  it  becomes  necessaiy,  I  can  fttrni^  muskets  and  cartridge.    I  need 
scarcely  add  that  the  best  reliance  of  the  inhabitants  ought  to  l^lipon  theif 
0WD  efforts. 
I  sfaali  send  your  communication  to  the  War  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  C.  P.  SMITH, 

Brevet' Col  U,  S.  Army,  CommanMn^, 


Port  Marion,  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  July  18,  1849. 
Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  R.  Jonbs, 

AifyOant-Crenerah  U,  S.  Army, 
Washington,  I>.  C. 

General  :  As  a  pendant  to  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  to  report  that 
iKs  morning,  a  party  of  27  men,  womien  and  children  arrived  in  a  small 
vessel  from  Indian  river  settlement  (Fort  Pierce)  having  been  driven  thence 
W  Indian  outrages  on  the  12th  instant.  Mr.  Russell,  the  Inspector  of  the 
&i8toms  at  I.  R.,  is  among  the  number ;  he  is  severely  wounded  in  the 
arm  by  rifle  bullets,  fired  by  the  Indians.  From  Mr.  Russell  and  others  of 
the  party,  1  have  gathered  the  following  details. 

On  ThtH^ay,  the  12th  inst.,  four  young  Indian  warriors,  armed  as  for 
hnntinff,  made  their  appearance  at  the  Indian  river  settlement,  conducting 
themselves  in  tneir  usual  friendly  manner,  received  from  the  families  similar 
treatment,  and  in  no  wise  exhibited  any  hostile  feeling.  This  was  about 
12  o'clock.  Between  two  and  three  hours  afterwards,  the  Indians  left  Mr. 
Russell's  house,  where  they  had  dined,  and  proceeded  towards  Messieurs 
RusseB  and  Barker  (his  brother-in-law)  who  were  conversing  in  a  field 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  When  within  forty  or  fifty  yards  of  them 
two  of  the  Indians  fired  and  wounded  both  R.  and  B.,  who  immediately 
ran  in  different  directions ;  the  four  Indians  pursued  Mr.  Barker  and  killra 
l|im  with  their  knives.  This  .shooting  and  stabbing  was  witnessed  by  the 
greater  part  of  Mr.  Russell's  household,  in  particular  by  an  intelligent 
daiiffhter  of  some  18  ^ears  old,  iJ^ith  whom  I  have  conversed. 

The  alarm  was  at  once  taken,  and  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants  fled 
to  their  boats,  followed  by  the  four  Indians,  who  fired  some  ten  or  twelve 
▼oUies  after  them,  without  further  damage. 

On  the  succeeding  day  some  of  the  males  went  on  shore  firom  the  small 
▼essel  where  the  party  had  taken  refuge,  and  found  the  house  of  Mr.  D.  JT. 
Oattis  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  the  houses  of  Messrs.  Russell  and  Barker 
pillaxred,  furniture  deslimid,4Ec,    The  Mmaiiiiiig  housefe  hX  the^ttlement 
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thdy  did  not  visit.     They  found  Mr.  Barker's  body,  st^>bed  in  ieverd 

places.  *  » 

The  settlement  consisted  of  four  families,  viz. :  those  of  Messrs.  Rusgetty 
Barker,  Gattis  and  one  other  person  whose  name  has  escaped  me,  and 
numbered,  neffroes  included,  some  forty-five  soujs ;  twenty-seven  of  whoa 
arrived  here  wis  morning.*  The  remainder,  cansistioft  principally  of  Mr. 
'RusselVsXhwWy  and  negroes,  endeavored  to  escape  in  boats  by  way  of  la^ 
dian  river ;  whether  thev  have  been  successful  is  thus  far  unknown.  It 
was  from  some  of  Mr.  R  s  negroes  (who  after  crossing  Indian  river  walked 
to  the  light-house  at  Cape  Canaveral)  that  Mr.  SccSie  (the  keeper  there) 
gsuned  the  intelligence  on  which  he  founded  bis  letter  to  Mr.  JJummett, 

I  have  endeavored  to  obtain  from  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Gattis,  and  others  of 
the  party,  such  information  as  would  tend  to  throw  some  light  upon  the 
causes  of  this  outbreak.  One  and  all  disclaim  any  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  say  they  cannot  form  any  conjecture  as  to  its  cause ;  that  up  to 
the  moment  when  the  shots  were  fired  they  did  not  for  a  moment  anticipate 
the  slightest  difficulty. 

Two  of  the  Indians  are  known  to  the  inhabitants,  and  could  be  identi- 
fied :  the  others  were  strangers.  One  of  those  known  is  called  "  Sammy" 
or  •'  Sam,"  the  other  "  Elir 

1  sent  a  trusty  express  rider  this  morning  to  Mr.  Marshall,  at  Dumlan- 
ton,  with  the  view  of  getting  any  fresh  intelligence  he  might  have;  espe- 
cially to  know  if  this  is  an  isolated  case  of  outrage. 

I  shall  send  an  express  in  the  course  of  the  day  to  the  commanding- 
officer  and  Indian  agent  at  Tampa,  with  the  above  account. 

As  soon  as  the  surf-boat,  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  is  ready,  I 
shall  send  a  detachment  under  an  officer  to  the  li^bt-bouse  at  Cape  CanA* 
veral,  and  to  the  Indian  river  settlement,  to  obtain  information,  and  give 
s^ch  aid  as  may  be  necessary  in  that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  C.F.SMITH, 

Capt.  2d  Art.  and  Brevet  Col.  Commanding. 


St  Augustine, 
July  19,  1849.   • 

Sib:  Vou  will  receive  by  this  mail  intelligei^pe  of  the  hostile  outbreak  of 
Indians  upon  the  Atlantic  side  of  our  coast  I  trust  that  the  hostilities  may 
not  become  general,  but  it  is  impossible  as  yet  to  determine  the  true  cha- 
racter of  this  outrage,  and  the  extent  of  the  hostile  feeling  among  the 
Indians  in  Florida. 

In  the  mean  while  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  country  evacuated 
in  consequence  of  this  affair,  should  be  at  once  reoccupied.  Col.  Smitl^ 
who  commands  this  post,  informs  me  he  will  send  a  detachment  of  10  or 
12  men,  which  is  all  ne  can  spare,  to  the  scene  of  disturbance,  ^d  will  le^ 
Jlhem  remain  there  entil  he  hears  from  Washington.  If  a  post  of  15  or  20 
jmen  can  be  maintained  there,  the  inhabitants  will  return  and  hold  the 
country.  They  require  a  point  for  rally,  such  as  a  military  post,  however 
email,  will  afibrd.  Here  in  Florida  there  is  occasion  for  the  presence  of 
military  force — at  the  fortifications  along  the  Atlantic  there  is  no  present 
need.    Can  you  not  send  one  or  two  companies  to  St  Augustine  from 
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Savatmah,  Charleston,  Old  Point,  or  elsewhere  on  the  Atlantic  ?    In  that 
eTent  Cd.  Smith  could  a  post  at  Indian  river,  and  one  at  New  Smyr- 

na, "wbicfa  would  enable  the  population  to  hold  their  ground,  and  guard 
against  a  similar  distress  to  that  which  now  excites  the  community. 

It  is  also  highly  advisable  to  add  to  the  strength  on  the  Gulf  side.  A 
coips  of  dragoons  is  sreatly  needed  as  an  element  in  the  force  of  Tampa. 
If  the  hostile  feeling  wnich  produced  this  demonstration  is  extensive,  a  large 
force  would  of  course  be  instantly  thrown  into  the  country.  But  in  any 
event  this  occurrence  manifests  the  necessity  of  an  increased  military 
Mtren^ik  in  Florida, 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  cooperate  with  you  here  in  whatever  measure 
the  public  interests  mav  require,  in  the  emergency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  YULEE, 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  Brooke,  E.  F. 

July  21,  1849. 

Si^ :  I  received  on  yesterday,  20th  instant,  information  that  a  party  of 
Indians,  four  in  number,  had  made  their  appearance  at  Mr.  Wheedoii's, 
settler  near  Pease  creek,  fired  at  himself  and  son,  slightly  wounding  the 
latter. 

I  despatched  forthwith  Lieut.  J.  Gibbon,  who  in  obedience  to  the  order, 
copy  enclosed,  proceeded  twenty-five  miles  on  his  way  to  Guy's,  where  he 
was  met  at  Mr.  Jocky  Wheedon's  by  Mr.  M*Culloch,  who  with  his  wife 
and  chiki,  had  escaped  from  the  trading-house  of  Messrs.  Kennedy  &  Dar- 
Ung,  at  Pease  Creek. 

Sf*Culloch  stated  that  a  party  answering  in  number,  four,  to  that  which 
had  fired  on  Wheedon,  after  spending  most  of  the  day,  Tuesday,  17th  inst., 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  store,  trading-house,  entered  a  room  adjoining 
the  store,  and  after  some  parley,  fired  upon  the  family  assembled  at  supper. 
M'CulIoch  and  his  wife  and  child  ran,  pursued  by  the  Indians,  leaving 
Pi^ne  and  Wheedon  shot  as  they  supposed,  dead  in  the  house. 

Lieut.  Gibbon  left  his  party  at  W  heedon's,  that  his  movements  might  not 
be  retarded,  and  to  allay  the  fears  of  the  settlements,  and  returned  alone  to 
this  post,  to  report  and  receive  further  instructions. 

I  shall  send  out  immediately,  a  party  of  twenty-five  men  under  the^ 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Garland,  as  far  as  Pease  creek,  to  ascertain  the  exact 
oircomstances  as  far  as  practicable,  and  disposition  of  the  Indians  gene- 
ralhr. 

As  soon  as  I  receive  his  report,  it  will  be  forwarded  either  by  express  to 
FQalka,  or  by  mail,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

One  of  the  Indians  was  recc^nized  as  belonging  to  Sam  Jones'  band,  and 
I  am  disposed  to  think  the  whole  a  marauding  part^  of  the  same  tribe  who 
reside  near  the  trading-house,  and  may  have  l)een  invited  by  the  prospect 
d"  plunder. 

On  the  Tth  instant,  I  reported  to  you  the  fact  of  white  settlers  having; 
encroached  on  the  strip  of  land  bordering  on  the  Indian  territory.  Whee- 
don, fM^ing  one  of  them,  may  have  given  cause  for  some  complaint — ^all  of 
which  will  be  ddy  investigated. 

I  would  furtJr.'  -  '"^  ^f  •'— ♦  **»•♦  *w»  ♦hi*  80th  of  June,  I  sent  a  nartv  uy 
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Charlotte  Harbor,  in  the  ho^  of  meetiDg  Billy  Bowlagp,.  who  w;^  umldiv 
stood  to  be  near  the  old  trading  establishmeDt.    Captain  Casey  had  charge 
of  this  party,  and  I  am  daily  expecting  his  retorn 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,      . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.W.MORRIS, 

Major  U,  S.  A,,  Commanding  Post. 
Maior-General,  R.  Jones, 
Adj,-Gen.  U.  S.  A., 

Since  writing  the  above,  Captain  Casey  has  arrived ;  reports  alLquiet  ba- 
low,.  but  no  appearance  of  Hollatee  Micco*  Bowlegs. 


Head-Quarters,  Fort  Brooke,  £.  F. 
July  20,  184», 
[Orders,  No.  105.] 
Lieut.  Gribbon  with  an  iuterpreter  and  an  armed  party  of  four  men,  will 
forthwith  proceed  to  Guy's  settlement,  where  Mr.  Wheedon,  citizen,  has 
been  reported  wounded  by  Indians.     He  will  make  a  careful  and  scrupu- 
lous examination  of  this  man  and  his  father^  in  regard  to  all  facts,  bdt  no 
suppositions  in  the  case, 

Beyond  the  above-named  point,  Lieut.  Qibbons  will  not  in  any  case  pro- 
ceed, lest  the  movement  be  deemed  a  hostile  one  by  the  Indians.  But  he 
will  dispatch  a  citizen  runner  with  interpreter,  to  carry  a  letter  to  Mr*. 
Payne,  clerk  of  Messrs.  Kennedy  &  Darlmg,  traders  i^t  Pease  creek. 

So  soon  as  ah  answer  is  received,  Lieut  Gibbo^  will  return  to. this 
post. 

The  assistant-quartermaster  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation, 
^«,  for  the  above  purposes. 

.  (Signed)  W.W.MORRIS, 

Major  U.  S.  Af  Commanding  Post. 


.     .  St.  Auoustiks,  Florida. 

July  21,  1849.  ^ 
Sir:  You  will  have  been  advised  no  doubt  before  this  reaches  joii 
by  CoL  Smitbi  the  U.  S.  offioer  in  command  at  this  place,  of  the  recmt 
Indiap  outrage  at  Indian  river,  about  two  hundred  miles  down  the  coast 
below  this  place.  As  yet  there  is  no  intelligence  of  any  further  hostfli-, 
ties  or  outrages ;  from  which,  as  well  as  from  other  circumstances,  there 
is  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the  outrage  was  the  ^t  ^simply  of  Jthe 
four  or  five  Indians  concerned  in  it  without  CQncert  with  the  others, 
md  that  no  general  risix;ig  of  the  Indians  need  be  esq^ected.  The  effect  of 
tnis  attack,  however,  it  seems  has  been  to  disperse-  and  drive  ^way  from 
their  homes  all  the  settlers  on  the  coa3t  between  Smjnma  and  Rev  Bys- 
cane ;  and  the  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Smyrna  are  also  much  alarmed 
and  it  is  to  be  fear^  that  they  and  others  on  the  fiY>ptier  ipay  be  induced 
thereby  to  abandon  their  settlements.  To  prevent  this,  and  also  to  restore 
tranquillity  and  infuse  confidence  in  the  frontier  settlers  seneraQy,  and  to 
enable  those  from  Indian  river  to  return  and  te-occupy  wiv  places,  it  is 
tl90B^ti!%  sQggpsted  that  ^^eaUblisbmmt  of  a  ^mairmilit#r2.|>f9t  witl;  a 
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few  troops  at  Indian  river,  for  a  few  months,  would  most  eflbctnally  aocom* 
^s\i  lV\ese  objects,  and  we  beg  leave  to  urge  upon  you  most  sttongly  the 
immediate  necessity  and  importance  of  such  a  step.      The  settlers  whd 
have  fled  from  them  say  that  they  are  willing  and  desirous  to  return,  and. 
wffl  do  so,  if  they  can  have  some  aid  and  protection,  and  we  understand 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  return  with  the  small  detachment  of  United 
,  States  troops  which  Colonel  Smith  is  about  sending  down  from  this  place  ; 
bat  as  Ais  detachment,  which  we  believe  only  consists  of  12  or  15  men, 
will  remain  there  only  a  few  days,  thev  will  probabljr  leave  again  when 
these  troops  come  away,  and  thus  the  wnole  country  will  be  abandoned  Up 
to  Smyrna,  Lake  Monroe,  and  Fort  Gatlin — and  unless  some  teniporary 
protection  is  furnished  to  that  frontier,  iWe  settlers  there  also,  will  it  is 
feared  abandon  it.     Every  measure  which  tends  to  tranquilize  the  frontfef 
settlements,  and  induce  them  to  maintain  their  position  a  few  weeks,  is  of 
the  first  importance — and  if  that  caa  be  accomplished,  we  entertain  the 
strongest  hopes,  that  in  a  short  time,  a  degree  of  confidence  may  be  re- 
stored, and  a  feeling  of  safety  and  security  will  take  the  place  of  the  pre- 
sent alarm.     That  Uie  establishment  of  a  military  post  temporarily  at  In- 
dian nver,  and  such  other .  military  protection  as  can  be  furnished  to  the 
frontier,  in  the  vicinity  of  Smyrna  and  Lake  Monroe,  would  aid  much  la 
acGompiishmg  these  desirable  objects  we  have  no  doubt.    This  portion  of 
the  country  comprises  the  most  advanced  frontier  oi^  the  seaboard,  and  al- 
ready ttie  enterprise  of  the  inhabitants  has  brought  it  to  assume  a  position 
of  much  importance,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  cultivation  of  tropi- 
cal plants.     We  would,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  department, 
the  general  welfare,  (not  to  say  public  duty)  of  encouraging  and  protecting 
these  persons  in  their  industry.    If,  after  such  ah  outrage,  the  Indians  are 
permitted  to  talce  away  the  growing  crop,  which  is  said  to  be  very  large, 
and  now  on  the  point  of  maturing,  the  encouragement  will  be  such  as 
to  induce  everv  Indian,  whei^  pressed  by  their  wants,  to  commit  similar 
ootrages,  and  thereby  annually  ravage  and  lay  waste  the  whole  country. 
We  are  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  H.  BRONSON: 
B.  A.  PUTNAM. 
JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 
Hon.  Greorge  W.  Csawfosd, 
Secretary  of  War,  4^.,  4^. 

Kitr  Waiw,  FLORn>A. 

July  2S,  1849. 
R«  JoMBs»  Mdjor^€hneral,  U.  S.  A. 
A^t-'General^  Washington. 
Sn:    I  yesterday  receiv^  a  letter,  (a  coot  of  which  is  enclosed)  from' 
Mr.  WoL  F.  English,  settler,  at  the  mouth  ot  the  Miami  river,  asking  for 
protection  against  the  IndBans,  reported  to  be  ho^le,  having  committed  de- 
predations at  Indian  river. 

I  have  sinoe  seen  Mr.  Enriish,  who  eoUld  not  ^ive  me  ^ny  definite 
iafomiation  as  to  the*  truth  of  the  repcHTted  hostilities.  He  had  learned 
"that  there  were  collected  at  or  near  Major  Russeirs  setdemerht,  somd 
thirty  or  forty  Indians,  awaiting fbr  some  'rifles '  which  he  'Major  Rus- 
leO/u.  S.  inspector/  was  to  forhi^them  by  contradt.'^    He  failed  to  do 
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9Q$  which  my  informant  ^inks  may  have  been  the  cause  of  their  dejMreda* 
tioos. 

Mr,  English  gets  his  information  from  a  "  runner/'  sent  by  a  man»  who 
bad  seen  another  man — that  saw  people  flying  from  Major  Russell's  house» 
which  was  burning."    Shots  were  also  heard. 

This  territory  not  being  within  my  military  authority,  I  do  not  feel- 
empowered  to  act  upon  so  slight  a  basis,  until  something  more  positive  is  re-  * 
ceived.        *  , 

I  have  promised  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  settlers,  on  a^ d  near  tbe 
Miami,  if  actually  menaced. 

.  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  some  instructions  from  your  department  in 
reference  to  the  matter. 

I  am  sar,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  hf^  CONCH, 
LictUenant'Commanding  Key  West. 


Key  West, 

July  21,  1649* 
Sir  :  I  have  just  arrived  from  my  plantatipn  at  the  Miami  river,  Cape 
Florida,  at  which  place  information  was  conveyed  to  me,  bv  the  settlers 
above  me,  that  the  Tndians  are  again  hostile — having  attacked  and  murder- 
ed  Major  Russell,  U»  S.  inspector  at  Indian  river,  and  burned  the  houses* 
boats,  &c.,  of  himself  and  others,  on  the  12th  inst.  This  information  may 
be  relied  on,  and  is  at  your  service. 

The  object  of  this  note,  is  to  request  in  behalf  of  settlers  collected  toge- 
gether  at  the  Miami,  New  river  and  Smyrna,  such  assistance  as  your  com- 
mand may  be  able  to  afford.  They  are  widely  scattered  along  the  coasts, 
and  I  deem  it  important  to  know  as  early  a&  possible,  whether  this  is  the 
commencement  of  a  general  outbreak  or  not.  I  am  determined  to  main- 
tain my  place  if  possible.  I  expect  to  leave  here  to-morrow  morning,  and 
will  be  glad  to  learn  from  .you  before  I  leave,  whether  you  can  afibrd  to 
the  aettkement  at  the  Miami,  any  .aid  or  not. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    • 

WM.  F,  ENGLISH. 
Lieutenant  Conch,  Commanding 
Military  Post,  Key  West. 

K»Y  West,  ' 

July  22,  1849. 
R.  JoNKS^  Jf/bjor-Oeneral, 

Adj.'Gen€ral,  U.S.  A. 

I  wrote  you  this  morning,  in  relation  to  some  Indian  diiBculties,  and  that 
I  had  decided  not  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  settlers  for  the  present.  Thia 
evening  I  have  learned  from  the  same  source,  that  Indian  camp  fires, 
tracks,  etc.^  have  been  seen,  five  miles  from  New  river,  25  miles  frooot 
Cape  Florida.  Considerable  anxiety  having  been  expressed  for  the  safety 
oi  the  settfers  at  the  above-mentioned  place,  I  have  determined  to  ao  up  to^ 
morrow  with  iu)enti^  j^n,  provide  transportation  is  furnished  me  ai 
promised. 

if  on  reaching  the  Cape^  I  find  there  has  been  but  some  slight  disturbance. 
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w3l  endeavor  to  thoroughly  acquaint  nyself  with  the  cause,  aiid  who  have 
been  the  agsressors — ^that  1  may  inform  the  War  Department  of  the  same. 
It  hoftiIitic»nave  actually  commenced,  then  I  will  afford  such  assistance  to 
the  settkn  as  I  may  be  able. 

I  am  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  seryant, 

D.  N.  CONCH. 
LietU.'Commanding  Key  We$L 


FosT  BaooKE,  E.  F. 

July  22,  1849. 

Sim :  By  express  yesterday  I  forwarded  to  you  a  report  of  Indian  out- 
rages on  the  trading-house  of  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Darling,  at  Peas  creek 
and  a  settlement  near  that  place,  on  the  17th  and  19th  instant  respectively. 
Nothing  further  has  been  ascertained  on  the  subject ;  the  distance  is  about 
fifty  miles. 

Lieut.  (Jarland  will  probably  reach  the  trading  house  to-day. 

By  express  from  Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  I  received  to-day  a  copy  of  his  letter, 
dated  18th  instant,  to  you,  reporting  an  attack  on  the  settlement  at  Indian 
river.  It  is  not  impossible  that  the  whole  may  have  been  done  by  one 
party :  the  distance  between  the  two  places,  number  of  Indians,  and  dates 
allow  of  such  an  inference. 

Captain  Casey  and  Lieut.  Walbridge,  on  their  expedition  to  Charlotte 
haibor,  about  the  same  day  of  the  attack  at  Indian  river,  met  with  a  party 
of  Indians,  who  seemed  peaceable,  friendly,  and  parted  with  them  in  perfect 
amity.  It  is  not  probable  that  they  would  have  escaped  had  the  movement 
been  a  ^neral  one.    A  short  time  must  determine  this  question. 

Notfamg  in  the  way  of  ojperations  against  them,  except  in  defence,  could 
be  soccessrally  carried  on  from  this  pomt  beyond  Peas  Creek,  before  Octo- 
ber, on  account  of  the  state  of  the  country  in  the  rain^  season. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  a  requisition  forwarded  by  me 
to  Department  Head  Quarters,  dated  2d  of  March,  for  six  saddle  horses 
fully  eouipped,  which  has  never  been  replied  to.  These  horses  would  have 
been  ot  the  utmost  service  at  the  present  crisis.  Lieut.  Gibbon  and  his 
party  were  mounted  on  ordinary  draft  mules,  worked  daily  in  the  Quarter- 
master's department.    The  necessity  for  dispatch  in  these  cases  is  obvious. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Darling, 
in  reply  to  one  I  addressed  to  them  on  the  subject  The  quantity  of  powder 
and  ball  sold  the  Indians  is  inconsiderable. 

My  report  ot  Lieut.  Grarland's  examination  will  probably  leave  here  on 
the  26th  (H*  27th  inst 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)'  W.W.MORRIS, 

major  U.  S.  A.  Commanding  Pott. 
'   Major  General  R.  Jonbs, 
AdjutanUGeneral  U.  S.  A. 
Washington  City. 

Tamfa,  FLOaXDA, 
/u/y  22,  1849. 
Sni:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  asking  for  a  statement  of  the 
quantity  of  powder  and  lead  furnished  by  us  to  the  Indians  since  your 
DOC.  49.— 3  r  v^^^i^ 
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arrival  at  this  post  in  November  last,  ^e  have  to  state  that  the  Indiaa  store 
.«t  Charlotte  harbor  and  on  Peas  Creeks  has  been  supplied  siaoei^the  gale  of 
September  last  with  five  kegs  of  rifle  and  one  and  a  half  kegs  of  canister 
powder,  and  three  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  of  lead.  X)i  this  quantity 
there  remained  on  hand  unsold  at  the  store  on  Peas  Creek,  on  the  16tn 
instant,  two  h&If  kegs  of  rifle  and  one  keg  of  canister  powder  unbroken, 
about  six  pounds  in  our  retail  canister,  and  three  canisters — the  kegs  of 
rifle  are  twenty-five  pounds  each — the  canisters  are  one  pound,  a  keg  con* 
taining  twenty-five  canisters. 

We  are,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  KENNEDY  &  DARUNG.    ; 

Major  W.  W.  Morbis, 

Vcmnumding  U.  8.  troop$  in  Lower  Florida, 
Semint^  Agent. 
Fort  Brooke,  Florida. 


Kbit  West,  Fa., 
July  f»,  16^9.    I 
Hen*  Secretary  of  War. 
&n :  It  becomes  my  painful  task  to  notify  your  department  that  a  report 
reached  me  last  evening  by  express  from  Indian  river,  that  the  Indians  have 
made  an  outbreak  at  that  place,  wounding  in  the  arm,  with  a  rifle  ball,  Mr. 
Russell,  the  cdUector  at  that  place,  when  most  of  tbe^  settlers  took  to  boats 
and  escaped,  but  with  fear  that  some  of  their  nunbber  who  had  not  been 
seen  had  been  cut  ofl*  by  the  Indians,  as  fres  were  seen^  and  Russell's  boat 
and  Barker's  house  in  particular  were  seen  in  flames. 

Upon  the  express  reaching  New  river  and  Miami  the  settlers  at  once 
united  at  their  respective  jfdaces,  and  made  such  preparations  for  defence 
as  circumstances  permitted.  I  shall  leave  this  place  in  the  morning  for 
Miami  where  I  have  resided  for  the.  past  five  years  and  am  now  somewhat 
extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  arrow-root  bv  water  power ;  but 
the  terror  created  bv  this  report  will,  I  fear,  prevent  all  possibility  of  pur* 
auing  our  business  there  mthout  the  presence  of  an  armed  force  sufficient 
to  secure  to  us  the  safety  which  we  must  otherwise  preserve  for  ourselves 
to  the  sacrifice  of  our  usual  employment  You  will  see,  my  dear  sir,  the 
necessity  of  the  case ;  I  therefore  appeal  to  you  for  such  assistance  and  pro- 
tection as  our  exposed  situation  demands  and  the  authority  and  discretion 
of  your  department  permits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W,  FERGUSON. 


FoxT  Marion,  St.  Avgustinb, 

Floxida,  July  3S,  1849^  ' 
Brevet  Major-Gen.  R.  JoBTBcf, 
Adiutant-Oeneral  U.  8.  A., 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Snt:  In  conformitv  with  par.  962  Gen.  Reg.,  I  report  that  at  reveille 
this  mcHiiing  I  detached  2d  Lieut  W.  C.  Adams,  one  sergeant  and  ten 
privates  of  eompat^  K.  3d  Artillery,  to  take  post  at  Dmilmwton  for  a 


week. 
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I  sent  with  the  detachment  twenty  spere  moi^ets  and  one  hundred 
itrands  of  bock  and  ball  cartridges  for  each  musket  for  issue  in  case  of 
necessitj. 

The  recent  outrage  at  Indian  river  seems  to  hare  excited  the  apprehen- 
rioQs  of  the  inhabitants  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Dunlawton  that  a  similar 
OQthreak  may  be  expected  there  (see  Mn  Marshall's  letter  to  me  of  the 
SOtb  instant  enclosed  to  your  department  head-quarters,  under  date  <^  the 
S2d  inst) 

Although  I  do  not  regard  such  apprehensions  as  well  founded,  I  have 
nevertheless  deemed  it  advisable  to  send  this  detachments  for  a  short  period 
to  inspire  confidence  and  keep  the  settlers  together ;  befiftfe  it  leaves  there 
(eleven  days  from  this)  sufficient  time  will  have  elapsed  to  prove  to  the 
settlers  (i  hope)  that  their  fears  are  groundless, 
I  enclose  herewith  a  return  of  the  troops  called  for  by  par.  96S  6.  R. 
Very  re«MctfulIy»  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  C-  P.  SMITH. 

C^^  2d  ArL  and  Brevet  Col 
Cmnwumdimg. 

FoET  Bbookb,  E.  F. 

July  26,  1849. 
Sni :  Lieut.  J.  S.  Garland  has  just  reported  to  me  on  his  return  from 
Peas  Creek.     He  saw  no  Indians. 

The  trading-house,  with  its  out-buildings,  were  found  burned  to  the 
groond  and  a  small  bridge  near  by  partially  destroyed. 

The  bones  of  Paine  and  Wheeden,  found  on  the  spot  where  they  had 
Alien,  w^e  collected  and  buried. 

A  barrel  of  \i(hiskey  was  found  near  the  house  untouched ;  from  this  cir* 
cumstance  and  from  the  fact  of  there  being  no.siffn  of  anything  else  which 
had  been  left  in  the  store,  there  is  vet  ground  tor  hope  that  it  may  have 
been  a  party  for  the  purpose  of  plunder.  Tipacks  were  seen  going  to  and 
from  the  store  to  the  river,  as  if  the  Indians  had  engaged  in  bearing  off  the 
goods. 

Wbeeden's  camp^  near  five  miles  off,  was  left  undisturbed,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  small  sum  of  money  taken. 

Foot-pnDts  were  seen  both  in  going  to  the  tradins  houses  and  in  return- 
ing,  and  the  Indians  who  were  doubtless  aware  Oi  the  movement  of  the 
troops,  had  they  been  in  force,  and  disposed,  might  have  had  much  advan- 
tam  in  an  attack  on  them, 
Xieut.  Garland  performed  this  duty  in  a  r^Hd  and  soldierlike  manner. 
Lieut  Gibbon,  who  is  equally  prompt  and  energetic,  I  have  sent  to 
Hannatec  with  arms  and  ammunition,  at  the  request  of  the  settlement  for 
protection  and  assistance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Mtyor  U.  8.  A.  Commanding  Post. 
Major-General  R.  Jones, 
AdnUant'General  U.  &  A. 
Washington  City. 
1  omitted  to  state  in  the  body  of  my  report  that,  from  the  testimony  of 
the  persons  who  escaped  from  the  trading  house  and  Wheeden's,  the  Indians 
are  believed  to  have  oeen  perfectly  sober  on  both  occasions. 
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ExEOunvB  OfUcb,  Tallahassb, 

Florida,  July  26, 1849. 
His  Excellency,  Z.  Taylor, 

Pre$L  United  States. 

Sir  :  I  hasten  to  advise  you  of  the  fact  of  the  recent  attack  by  the  In- 
dians upon  the  settlers  near  Indian  river.  The  enclosed  printed  slip  will 
furnish  all  the  particulars.  This  state  of  thines  I  had  fully  anticipated,  as 
will  be  seen  from  my  letters  to  President  Folk,  and  to  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  furnished.  For 
the  last  three  years  it  seems  the  Indians  have  not  remained  within  their 
limits,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  repeatedly  committed  acts  of  theft  upon 
the  property  of  the  whites.  The  white  settlers  have  heretofore  been  re- 
stramed  from  taking  the  means  of  redress  in  their  own  hands,  from  an  un- 
willingness on  their  part  to  embroil  the  country  in  another  Indian  war,  and 
by  the  hope  that  the  Federal  Grovernment  would  speedil;^  make  the  neces- 
sary arran^ments  for  their  protection  and  security  against  the  incursions 
of  the  Indians.  Ks  yet,  nothing  has  been  done  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, although  the  authorities  of  this  State  have  been  active  in  advis- 
ing the  }>ublic  and  the  authorities  at  Washington  of  the  necessity  for 
the  adoption  of  some  measures  for  the  defence  and  security  of  settlers  in 
the  Peninsula.  In  evidence  of  this,  I  refer  your  Excellency  to  an  extract 
from  my  last  annual  messa^,  and  to  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly^ 
of  this  State,  upon  this  subject,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  furnished. 

For  the  temporary  defence  of  the  people  residing  near  the  Indian 
boundary,  and  upon  the  evidence  of  outbreak  and  viotence  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians,  which  I  have  before  me,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  order 
out  two  companies  of  mounted  men  to  aid  in  defence  of  the  settlers. 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  our  people  should  wait  patiently  much  longer 
for  the  action  ot  the  Federal  Government.  Unless  they  have  some  assur- 
ance of  protection  from  that  quarter,  they  must  abandon  their  settle- 
ments, or  take  the  means  of  redress  into  their  own  hands. 

The  people  of  this  State,  so  largely  interested  in  the  settlement  of  that 
interesting  section  of  Florida,  expect  immediate  action  upon  the  subject. 
What  that  immediate  action  shall  be,  will  be  suggested  by  yourself,  who 
are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  country  and  the  character  of  the  Indiana. 
The  public  impression  here  seems  to  be,  that  there  can  be  no  permanetU 
security  to  the  lives  and  property  of  the  settlers  in  that  country,  until  the 
Indians  are  removed. 

I  have  no  time  to  write  further  upon  this  subject,  except  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  federal  authorities  will  adopt  such  speedy  measures  of  pro- 
tection to  our  people,  that  the  tide  of  emigration  which  is  now  flowing 
into  the  Peninsula,  may  not  be  checked  by  a  want  of  confidence  in  the 
ability  or  inclination  of  the  Federal  Grovernment  to  afford  ample  security 
to  the  settlers  that  they  shall  be  fully  protected  in  their  lives  and  property. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
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FoiT  Makiow,  St.  Avoamnu, 

Florida,  July  26,  1849. 
Brevet  MajcMT-General  R.  Joirss, 

Adjuiant'-Oeneral  U.  8,  Army^ 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sn :  In  oonfonnity  to  par.  962,  G.  R.,  I  report  that  a  detachment  of  one 
first  lieutenant  ^Breyet-Mqor  R.  J.  Ripley,)  one  corporal,  and  ten  privates  of 
Company  K,  2d  Artillery,  sailed  from  here  yestenlay  afternoon  at  five- 
and-a-half  o'clock,  to  take  post  at  Indian  river  settlement  for  twenty  days. 
I  sent  vrith  the  detachment,  a  12  pound  mounted  howitzer,  with  three  doz- 
en rounds  of  ammunition,  in  equal  parts  of  shells,  cannister,  and  spherical 
caee  shot ;  also  twenty  spare  muskets,  with  100  rounds  of  buck  and  ball 
cartridge  for  each  mimet,  for  issue  in  case  of  necessity. 

Folly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  outrase  at  Indian  river  is  an  iso- 
lated case  for  revenge  or  plunder,  perhaps  both,  fhave  nevertheless  deemed 
it  the  better  policy  to  send  this  detachment,  with  the  view  of  inspiring  con- 
fidence in  the  settlers,  *and  keeping  them  together ;  and  thus  tiy  to  coun- 
teract the  (I  must  think)  unreasonable  panic  that  seems  to  pervade  the  set- 
tlements on  the  coast,  and,  to  some  extent,  in  the  interior. 

The  return  of  the  troops  called  for  by  par.  962,  G.  R.,  is  enclosed  here- 
with« 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.     C.  F,  SMITH, 
CtgfL  2d  ArtUlery,  and  Brevet^Col,  Commanding. 
P.  S.    The  delay  that  has  occurred  in  sending  ofi*  this  detachment,  arose 
from  the  fact  that  our  only  means  of  transportation  was  a  heavy  surif-boat, 
which  had  to  be  fitted  with  mast,  sails,  dec,  before  it  could  be  used. 

c.  F.  a 


TsBAsuRT  Department, 

/tt/y28, 1849. 
Sn :    I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  for  your  information,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  under  date  of  the  22d  instant,  from  the  collector  of  the  customs 
at  Key- West,  Florida,  conveying  the  intelligence  of  the  occurrence  of  de- 
predations by  the  Indians,  and  uie  destruction  of  the  settlements  on  In 
dian  river  in  that  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  MEREDITH, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  Gso.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Collector's  Office, 

Ket-Wbst,  July  22,  1849. 
Sir  :  Intelligence  reached  here  last  evening  of  the  probable  murder  ol 
W.  A.  Russell,  inspector  of  the  customs,  and  others,  at  Indian  river,  and 
the  destruction  ol  the  settlements  there.  Mr.  Brayton,  a  gentleman  of 
character  and  standing,  jfho  resides  at  Indian  river,  despatched  messenffers 
alonff  the  Atlantic  coast,  southward  ,to  alarm  the  settlers,  informing  them 
that  he  was  at  Russell's  house,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant  when  fou« 
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Indians  visited  and  talked  with  Mr.  Knssell,  relative  to  certain  matters  of 
trade  pending  between  thetn.  That  at  about  two  o'clock,  p.m.,  he  heard 
the  report  of  several  rifles  in  the  direction  which  Russell,  who  had  just  then 
left  him,  had  gone ;  and  immediately  after,  saw  Russell  bleeding,  and  with 
one  arm  broken,  running  to  escape  from  Indians  in  pursuit  of  him.  He 
saw.  the  houses,  boats,  &o.  of  Russell  and  others  in  flames,  and  two  settlers, 
Gedes  and  Najv^aro^  escapinff  pursuit  in  the  Lagume,  with  the  water  above 
their  waists.  The  people  aXoog  the  coa^  have  all  received  the  news,  and 
have  abandoned  their  fields  and  banded  themselves  together  at  Jupiter, 
New  river,  and  Cape  Florida,  fcur  defense.  If  a  cotter  were  here»  I  should 
cbem it  my  duty  to  proceed  at  once  to  Indian  river;  fcv  it  i»  important  to 
ascerrtain  at  the  earliest  moment  the  character  of  the  outbrealf.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  it  may  have  been  a  private  quarrel  between  the  inspector  and  the 
Indians,  in  wbick  case  the  settlers  will  probaUv  feel  justified  in  returning 
with  their  familes  to  their  homes ;  but  if  it  be  the  harbinger  of  general  hos* 
tiUties,  all  the  settlements  along  the  Atlantic  coasts  which  are  without  a  mail 
communtcatioi!, .  and  far  removed  from  any  nulitary'post  from  Indian  river 
to  the  Miami,  must  be  abandoned.  I  trust,  however,  that  this  depradatioD 
has  no  foundation  in  the  general  disposition  of  the  Indians ;  but  that  it  is 
the  work  of  a  few  scattered  outcasts,  having  no  intercourse  with  the  main 
body. 

In  view  of  the  condition  of  matters  bare,  there  being  no  transportation 
for  the  military  stationed  hese,  to  reach  Indian  river,  all  planting  ope- 
rations in  the  settlements  must  be  suspended  until  the  disposition  of  the 
ladianscan  be  ascertained;  and  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  might 
wish  to  order  a  reconnoissance  of  the  scene  <^  these  disturbances,  I  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  to  you  this  commuoioatioo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 
With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLERY, 
Collector. 

Hon.  W.  M.  Mbeboitb, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasnry. 


Extract  of  a  letter  received  from  Capt.  J.  C.  Casey,  Com.  Sub : 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida, 

July  29y  1849. 
Dear  Gbnbral  :  I  have  lately  sent  you  a  hasty  note  announcing  my 
safe  return,  and  the  Indian  murders  on  Indian  and  Pea^  rivers.     It  is  not 

Erobable  that  these  outrages  have  been  done  with  the  sanction  or  know- 
dge  of  the  nation ;  for  had  it  been  so,  they  would  probably  have  killed  me 
and  crew  on  my  late  trip.  Even  if  old  Ismahtee  and  his  party,  whom  I 
visited,  on  Julv  6th,  at  the  mouth  of  Pea  river,  had  been  afraid  to  attack 
my  vessel  with  and  from  his  canoes,  which  he  might  have  done  with  little 
or  no  danger  to  himself,  still  he  had  other  chances,  as  I  sent  word  by  the 
nmo  Simon  that  if  Billy  would  send  a  pony  for  me  to  the  bank  of  the 
Cuoosa  Hatchee,  that  I  would  ride  up  to  nis  town  and  see  them.    They 

•P^ast  Cnek  on  the  Map.— G.  6. 
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ou^  httVBhad  fifty  tnen  at  that  rendesvous,  and  we  should  have  landed 
wmoHt  ama  or  auipicmi. 

As  it  was  I  sailed:  about  the  Caloosa  Hatohee  nine  days,  landing  and 
making  signal  fires  frequently,  so  that  they  had  plenty  of  chances  as  late 
as  Jaiy  18th.  If  they  did  resolve  on  war  (at  the  late  com  dances  in  June 
and  July)  they  have  certainly  made  a  most  incredible  exception  in  my 
favor,  for  they  would  get  six  scalps,  four  or  five  good  guns  and  rifles,  and  a 
onantity  of  provisions,  calicoes,  dte.,  d^,  and  a  sail  boat  and  skiff,  &c., 
he.  I  therefore  do  not  believe  the  nation  (or  Semindes  proper)  certainly 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.  The  frontiersmen  are,  many  ot  them,  flying 
like  sheep,  abandoning  everything ;  others  (and  better  ones)  are  "  bunch- 
ing' or  collectinff  their  families  in  block  nouses  in  the  middle  of  each 
neicfaboxliood,  and  the  men  oi^niae  to  scout  and  look  after  their  com 
fields  and  cattle. 

Daily  appKeations  are  made  here  for  arms  and  ammunition,  and  I  am 
surprised  to  find  that  so  many  of  these  "pioneers"  have  not  a  gun  or 
aerviceaUe  arm  in  their  cabins. 

They  also  apply  far  rations,  and  seem  to  think  that  if  the  war  should 
reaUj  and  Mfy  MSafc  oat,  they  aH  wiU  be  entitled  to  rations.  I  cannot 
but  suppose  that  the  issue  of  subsistence  to  the  people  of  the  T^rritary  0( 
Florida  bythe  U.  S.  is  not  a  precedent  for  a  like  issue  to  the  people  of  the 
Slate  of  Florida.  The  State  Government  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
U.  S.,  and  I  doubt  much  whether  Congress  would  or  will  sanction  anything 
of  the  kind  within  a  State. 

Meantime  I  beg  to  suggest  immediate  instructions  to  me,  and  to  A.  C.  S. 
at  St  Augustine. 

Signed,  J.  C.  a 

To  General  Gbosob  Gibson, 
Com,  Oenertd  Snb, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


St.  AnousTtitB,  Jtcly  80,  1840<  ' 
DxAM  Siat  Since  I  wrote  you  we  have  further  intelligenee  of  inditti' 
oatrage.  A  number  of  famil^M  from  difierent  quarters  have  reaohed  this 
^aoe,  smd  the  settiements  in  all  the  exposed  counties  are  being  broken  up. 
The  indicaUoas  impress  me  with  the  apprehension  that  the  hostile  feeling 
is  general  among  the  Indians,  or  will  ineedily  become  so,  especially  if  not 
summarily  and  eflfeotively  treated.  The  occasion  calls  m  prompt  and 
vifHNPOtts  action. 

Not  a  foot  of  ground  should  be  yielded.  The  population  should  be 
covered  and  maintained  in  its  present  localities.  The  heavy  crops  now  on 
the  ground  should  be  harvested  under  the  protection  of  an  adequate 
military  foree.  The  provision  crop,  which  is  very  abundant,  is  of  essen-* 
tial  vahie  to  be  preserved,  if  general  hostilities  ensue.  To  accomplish 
these  purposes  eflSsctively,  will  require  one  regiment  of  Infantry,  and  one 
of  mounted  men.  The  state  can  promptly  furnish  this  force  upon  your 
desaand,    I  have  advised  the  Governor  to  call  out  such  a  foix^e  at  once. 

After  providing  for  the  security  of  the  people  and  the  harvesting  of  the 
crops,  the  faH  and  winter  should  be  employed  in  removing  or  exterminat- 
ing these  bloodthirsty  savages.  ,^^,  ^,........ ,^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


[4»]  40 

Nothing  could  be  more  unproToked  and  atrociotti  than  tbeae  recent 
outrages,  and  now  we  call  upon  the  government  for  full  protection  to  oor 
people  and  prq)erty  in  the  firat  place,  and  then  for  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Payne's  landing. 

I  write  you  freely  and  briefly.    I  beg  you  to  receive  my  communication 
in  the  spirit  intended,  and  to  be  assured  that  I  will  co-operate  in  this 
matter  with  your  Department  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and  ccmfidence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  L.  YULEE. 

Hon.  Gsoaes  W.  Crawfoed, 

Secretary  of  War.  ^ 

FoftT  Bbookb,  East  Floiida, 
July  30,  1849. 
S» :  Since  my  last  dispatch  to  you,  I  have  to  report  that  nothing  further 
has  transpired  in  relation  to  the  Indians  in  this  quarter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Major  U.  8.  X,  Commanding  PoH, 
Major-Greneral  R.  Jonks, 
A^tUani  General  U.  8.  A. 
Washington  City. 


Fort  Marion,  St.  Auovstinb,  Florida. 
July  31,  1849. 
Brevet  Major-Creneral  R.  JoNsa, 
Adjutant'Oeneral  U.  8.  Army. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  The  Express  rider  which  carried  from  Tampa  to  Pilatka  the  report 
of  Brevet  Major  W.  W.  Morris,  4th  Artillerv,  of  the  25th  inst.,  to  you, 

E'ving  the  result  of  the  investigation  into  the  Indian  outrage  at  Peas  creek, 
ought  me  as  far  as  Pilatka  a  copy  of  the  same  from  Major  Morris,  for- 
warding it  thence  by  a  settler,  a  Mr.  Pierson,  who  handed  it  to  me  this 
ipoming.  Mr.  Pearson  informed  me  that  this  express  rider,  James  White 
by  name,  told  him  that  the  Indians  had  appeared  in  force  at  Peas  creek, 
(say  100  warriors)  and  forced  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Garland 
to  retreat.  Mr.  Pearson  further  informed  me  that  White  had  circulated 
this  story  along  his  entire  route  from  Tampa  to  Pilatka. 

The  efiect  oi  such  a  report  by  a  government  express  rider  upon  the 
already  excited  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  between  this  and  Tampa, 
and  south  of  that  line,  you  can  readily  imasine.  To  counteract  it  as  far 
^as  possible,  and  prevent  the  settlers  from  abandoning  their  homes,  I  have 
authorised  an  A.  D.  C.  of  the  Governor  of  Florida,  (Colonel  Hutchings, 
who  came  to  see  me  this  morning  from  his  Excellency,)  to  take  a  copy  of 
Major  Morris'  report  and  print  such  parts  of  it  as  seemed  advisable  for 
circulation  in  the  country,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  the  whole  to  the 
Governor. 

I  report  this  that  you  may  know  how  such  an  official  document  became 
public. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
Captain  2d  ^ri^^^^^revetCol. 
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Kbt  Wbst,  Flokida, 
July  31,  1840. 
R.  Jovss, 
Major-Oen,  U.  8.  A.  Adj.-Gen. 
Washington. 
8iB :  I  have  tM  honor  to  report  that  I  sailed  from  Key  West  with  20 
men  of  my  command  on  the  23a  instant  for  Cape  Florida,  where  I  arrived 
(be  morning  of  the  26th.    At  the  extremity  of  the  Cape  were  found  all  the 
setders,  from  the  Miami  river,  and  part  of  those  from  New  river,  with  their 
families,  negroes,  &c.,  &o.    From  these  people  I  learned  nothing  tangible, 

iet  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  their  fears  of  an  outbreak  among  the 
tidians  were  far  more  imaginary  thim  real. 

"Indian  signs"  being  reported  at  New  river,  I  took  the  "settlers"  on 
board,  and  proceeded  to  that  place.  I  here  found  three  men  whp  had  been 
"  stampeded "  like  others,  but  since  had  scoured  the  country  for  twenty 
miles  up  the  coast  and  back  to  the  everglades.  No  "  Indian  signs  "  were 
seen,  and  deemed  it  useless  to  go  fiaather ;  leaving  the  settlers  that  were 
taken  up,  and  returned  the  same  day  to  the  Miami. 

Af^  making  some  slight  reconnoissances,  and  remaining  sufficient  time 
to  see  the  settlers  reestablished  at  their  homes,  assured  as  to  their  safety,  I 
left,  safely  reaching  my  post  last  evening. 

The  cause  of  undertaking  this  expedition  was  set  forth  in  a  letter  to  your 
office,  from  me,  dated  July  22. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  CONCH, 
Lieut.  Art.  Commanding  at  Key  Wett, 


FoiT  Maeion,  St.  Auoubtinb, 
Florida,  August  3,  1840. 

Brevet  Major-Gen.  R.  Johss, 
AdjutafU-General  U,  8.  A.y 
Washincton,  D.  C. 

Gbhsral:  Your  communication  of  the  26th  ultimo,  desiring  me  to  ascer- 
tain the  present  disposition  and  temper  of  the  Indians,  with  regard  to  hos- 
tilities, was  received  yesterday,  too  late  to  be  answered  by  the  mail. 

My  only  means  of  gaining  this  knowledge  would  be  by  the  detachment 
at  Iikdian  river,  and  by  an  express  I  sent  at  noon  to-day  to  Major  Ripley. 
I  expect  his  report  on  the  ninth  day  from  this;  the  substance  of  which  I 
inn  immediately  forward  to  you. 

The  commander  of  the  detachment  at  Dunlawton  writes  me  (July  31) 
that  no  Indians  have  been  seen  in  that  quarter,  nor  any  sign  to  indicate 
their  presence,  many  reports  here  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  Governor  of  Florida  has  called  into  service  two  companies  of  mount- 
ed volunteers  (175  men)  who  are  to  occupy  the  line  between  Smyrna  and 
Tampa  in  posits  of  20  to  25  men,  on  which  to  rally  the  settlers.  These 
detachments  are  to  be  kept  constantly  in  motion.  He  sent  an  A.  D.  C.  to 
confer  with  me  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  arms  and  ammunition :  this  I 
agreed  to  make  to  the  extent  of  the  means  here,  on  his  representing  there 
were  no  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  State  authorities  except  some  3(M  mus- 
kets, which  were  at  Tallahassee,  of  course  unavailing  for  immediate  service 
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in  this  quarter,  and  too,u  weapon  to  which  the  settlers  were  not  as  familiar- 
ized as  the  rifle.  I  shall  give  him  110  rifles  (all  that  are  here^  and  ammuni- 
tion for  the  same ;  the  State  agreeing  to  give  the  U.  S.  creclit  for  the  issue 
as  for  so  much  due,  or  to  become  due. 

I  enclose  herewith  some  printed  copies  of  a  paper  put  forth  by  the  A.  D. 
G.  abovementioned  "  To  tbe  inhabitants  occupying  the  frontier  of  the  In- 
dian country." 

:  1  have  heard  unofficially,  though  from  source  entitled  to  credit,  that  the 
Giov^nor  has  it  in  oontemphUion  to  call  out  500  volunteers  in.  addition  to 
tbe  mounted  force  mentioned  in  this  paper  of  the  A*  IX  C. 

I  give  the  following  story  which  hat  had  ourr^oy  amcmg^the  settlers  at 
Indian  river  and  south  of  that,  for  what  it  is  worth,  viz.:  That  a  party  of 
about  twenty  Indians,  under  a  self'-constttutad  chief  nam^  **  Charley^'*  hxA 
renounced  the  authority  of  both  ^Botolegs"  and  *'Sam  /ones "-^--outlaws 
in  fact  from  their  tribe— ^and  were  Kving  on  the  Kissimac  river,  aboat 
forty  miles  west  of  Indian  inlet.  That  one  of  the  four  murderers  at  Indian 
river  had  been  pointed  out  to  one  of  the  settlers  some  months  since  by  aa 
old  Indian  as  belonging  to  thi^  band. 

Should  this  be  true,  it  would  not  be  unseasonable  to  suppose  that-  this 
outlying  band  may  have  committed  the  outrages  of  tbe  12th  and  I7th  vlU 
for  plunder,  which  would  exonerate  the  main  body  of  the  Indians  from  a 
desire  for  liostilities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

.  O.F.SMITH. 

CapL  2d  Art.  and  Brevet  Col  dmrnanding. 


To  the  Inhabitants  occupying  the  frontier  of  the  Indian  country. 

I  deem  it  advisable  to  adopt  this  public  mode  of  informing  you  that  I 
have  visited  this  region  of  country,  under  orders  from  the  executive  for 
the  purpose  of  mustering  into  the  service  a  corps  of  mounted  volunteers  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontier.  At  the  time  I  left  Tallahassee,  Governor  Moseley 
had  only  learned  of  the  first  outrage  committed  by  the  Indians.  His  arrange- 
ments were  based  upon  the  necessities  then  appearing.  Since  thatthne  me 
further  intelligence  from  the  Hillsborough  district  has  been  transmitted  to' 
him.  My  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  say  that  I  am  now  enga^  in 
mustering  a  corps  of  one  hundred  mounted  men  who  wiU  make  their  ren* 
dezvotis  at  Lake  Monroe ;  and  that  another  corps  of  mounted  men  were  to* 
have  left  Tallahassee  on  yesterday.  These  two  corps  will  adopt  for  thehr 
base,  a  line  extending  between  New  Smyrna  and  Tampa.  I  feel  warranted 
to  say  that  the  Governor  is  fully  impressed  with  the  calamitous  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  and  that  such  additional  force  will  be  promptly 
added  by  him  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  complete  protection  of  the  citi» 
zens  of  the  State  occupying  the  advanced  and  exposed  line  of  frontier 
settlements.  I  therefore  'respectfully  recommend  to  my  fellow-citizens  to 
maintain  their  ground  with  firmness  and  confidence,  and  with  a  full  assur^ 
anoe  that  all  neoessarj  support  will  be  roeedily  afiforded  by  the  executive 
of  the  state*— until  the  mtervention  of  the  Federal  Government  shall  become 
available. 

To  prevent  the  evil  eflTect  of  the  mistaken  reports,  I  understand  to  hnv^ 
been  oircidaled  as  to  tbe  result  of  the  miKury  expedition  to  Peas  creek,  1 
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am  allowed  to  give  the  fdlowiogt  tatement  as  derived  from  an  official  and 
authentic  source,  to  wit. 

The  expedition  which  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Garland  returned  oo 
the  25th  of  this  month.    He  saw  no  Indians  on  the  route. 

The  trading-bouse  with  its  out-buildings  were  found  burnt,  and  a  small 
bridge  near  by,  partially  destroyed.  The  bones  of  Payne  and  Wheedea 
were  collected  and  buried.  From  the  indications  there  is  room  for  hope 
that  the  outrage  was  committed  by  a  party  having  plunder  for  their  object. 

Wbeeden's  camp,  about  five  miles  off,  was  left  undisturbeid^  with  the  ex- 
ceptioQ  of  a  small  sum  of  money  which  was  taken. 

Foot-prints  of.  the  Indians  were  seen  both  in  going  and  returning,  aod 
the  Indians  were  doubtless  aware  of  the  movement  of  the  troops.  Had. 
they  been  in  force  and  disposed  to  violencey  they  might  have  attacked  the 
expedition  to  great  advantage. 

G.  W.  HUTCHINS, 
AiJUde^Camp  to  his  Excellency 

W.  D.  Mo8£LBT, 

Governor  of  Florida. 
St.  Augubtihb,  July  81,  1849. 


LiTTLB  RivEB,  Columbia  Co., 

Floeida,  August  a  J  1849. 
Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Crawfo&d, 
Secretary  of  War. 

8n :  Having  passed  through  the  difficulties  of  a  protracted  Indian  war 
in  Florida,  and  finding  we  are  about  being  plunged  in  another,  and  feeling 
8  deep  solicitude  not  only  to  avert  it,  but  to  sacrifice  of  life,  property  and 
treasure,  that  will  necessarily  follow  the  repetition  of  the  course  pursued 
in  the  late  Seminole  war,  I  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  making  some 
soggestions  in  reference  to  the  prosecution  of  a  war  now  begun  without 
provocation  on  our  citizens,  by  the  remaining  band  of  Seminoles.  That 
there  are  comparatively  but  few  you  are  aware,  from  reports  of  our  army 
officers  now  on  file  in  vour  department,  therefore,  a  large  force  cannot  be 
brought  in  contact  with  them,  because  defeat  to  their  band  wouU  be  the 
miavoidable  result— and  further,  a  kind  of  guerrilla  warfare,  is  now  in  ao* 
cordance  with  their  natures,  habits  and  oispositions.  With  these  remarks> 
I  proceed  to  make  my  su^estions. 

I  would  call  into  service,  say,  some  ten  thousand  volunteers,  would 
throw  into  and  near  the  Indian  districts,  a  sufficiency  of  forage  and  subsis- 
tence for  those  volunteers  and  their  horses  (for  they  should  be  mounted) 
for  six  months,  would  divide  the  troops  into  battalions  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  subject  these  battalions  to  no  other  or  bifher  officer  than  their 
own,  and  then  offer  for  every  Indian  captured  or  killed,  a  premium  of  say, 
five  hundred  dollars  for  each  warrior,  and  half  price  for  women  and  children, 
to  be  divided  among  the  battalion  capturing.  I  would  throw  a  sufficiencv 
of  regular  troops  into  the  country  to  guard  the  stores,  and  give  to  each 
post  tne  same  premium  for  Indians.  I  would  then  place  an  agent  at  Tam«- 
pa,  Charlotte's  harbour,  or  some  other  suitable  place,  with  instructions  to 
inform  the  Indians  of  the  arransemMits,  and  ofier  that  if  thev  would  come 
inland  emigrate  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  warriors,  and  half-pnce  for  the 
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women  and  children,  but  bar  him  from  authority  to  suspend  the  operations 
of  the  troops,  and  provide  him  with  vessels  to  ship  as  fast  as  captured,  so 
that  once  taken,  they  should  not  again  escane.  These  arrangements  com« 
pleted  and  operations  commenced,  I  do  not  oelieve  an  Indian  would  remain 
m  Florida  in  six  months  and  in  point  of  humanity  and  economy,  I  believe 
it  would  far  exceed  any  other  plan.  As  an  economical  plan  you  can  at 
once  see  the  cost,  and  compare  that  with  a  five  or  ten  years'  campaign,  as 
was  before  had,  with  our  best  oiBcers  in  the  field  (for  a  list  of  which,  I  re- 
fer you  to  the  files  of  your  ofllce.)  As  regards  humanity,  the  sooner  the 
war  is  ended,  the  less  number  of  our  citizens  will  be  killed,  and  the  neces- 
sary loss  of  our  troops  in  the  everglades,  swamps  and  morasses,  with  which 
the  southern  part  of  our  State  abound.  And,  as  regards  the  Indians  them- 
selves, cut  up  a  few  of  the  marauding  parties,  and  tne  rest  will  at  once  re- 
port tq  the  f^nt  for  emigration,  and  should  they  prove  a  little  stubborn, 
the  operation  of  forty  battalions  in  every  direction  would  soon  coerce  them 
into  measures.  With  these  views,  I  submit  the  matter  to  your  serious 
consideration.  I  can  only  say,  that  I  am  actuated  in  making  them  by  no 
other  consideration  than  a  desire  to  see  our  State  relieved  from  the  disas- 
ters of  such  a  war,  as  has  "  heretofore  been  waged  '^  in  the  least  possible 
time  and  without  sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure.  In  referring  to  expense, 
I  have  said  nothing  in  reference  to  the  loss  to  be  sustained  by  our  citizens, 
for  which  the  ^neral  government  is  morally  bound. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  E.  MKJLELLAN. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Cbaw>^rd, 
Secretary  of  War. 
P.  S. — I  will  be  glad  to  hear  what  measures  are  adopted  in  reference  to 
the  Indians  in  our  State. 


Fort  Maiion,  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  August  6,  1849. 
Brevet- Major-General  R.  Jones, 
Adjutant'Oeneral,  U.  S.  A.  (Copy.) 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :    I  enclose  a  letter  (copy^  received  this  morning,  from  the  Governor 
of  Florida,  covering  a  copy  of  nis  instructions  to  the  captain  of  one  of  the 
mounted  volunteer  companies,  called  out  by  him  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  against  Indian  incendiaries. 

I  have  sent  copies  also  to  the  4th  Militarv  Department,  Head  Quarters, 
for  the  information  of  the  authorities  passed  over. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  C.  F.  SMITH, 

Ctqat.  2d  Artittery,  and  Brevet-CoL  Commanding. 
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[Tke  Governor  of  Fhrida  to  the  CommanMng  Oficer  at  Ibrt  Marion, 

Florida.] 

ExsouTivs  Offiox, 
Tallahassse,  July  SI,  1849. 
To  the  officer  commanding  at  the 
Post  of  St  Augustine  : 
Sot :    I  have  been  called  upon  by  the  citizens  of  the  eastern  portion  of 
this  State  to  raise  one  or  two  companies  of  troops  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier  settlements.    In  accordance  with  that  call,  I  have  issued  a  requi- 
iition  upon  the  Colonel  of  the  12th  raiment  F.  M.,  for  a  company  of 
mounted  men. 

I  herewith  enclose  vou  a  copy  of  my  order  to  the  Captain  <^  such  coih- 
pany,  by  which  it  will  be  seen,  that  they  are  first  required  to  report  them- 
selves to  you.  It  is  hoped  that  they  will  have  your  assistance  and  cooper- 
ation in  affording  protection  to  the  citizens  on  the  exposed  frontier.  A 
amilar  company  nave  been  ordered  from  this  county,  who  will  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Brooke. 

Very  respectfully,    • 
(Signed) 

D.  E.  MOSELY. 

[The  Governor  of  Florida^  to  the  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Mounted  Vol- 
unteers for  service,  between  Fort  Qatlin  and  Smyrna,  Florida. 

EzBcuTiVB  Offick,  Tallahassbe, 
July  80,  1849. 

Captain , 

Florida   Volunteers. 

Sia :  You  are  authorised  to  receive  into  your  company  not  exceeding 
eighty  men,  rank  and  file— efiective  men,  well  mounted  and  equipped  for 
service,  except  that  they  will  be  supplied  with  rifles  by  the  State,  and  you 
will,  from  time  to  time,  receive  new  recruits,  when  necessary  to  keep  up 
the  above  number. 

You  will  march  your  company  without  delay  the  best  route  to  some 
point  on  Indian  river,  having  previously  reported  yourself  to  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  nearest  military  post  of  tne  United  States,  to  learn  from 
such  officer  whether  orders  are  received  to  take  your  company  into  the 
United  States  service,  and,  if  so,  you  will  be  mustered  into  that  service  ac- 
cordingly. If  not,  you  will  dispose  of  your  command  in  such  manner  as 
will  best  protect  the  frontier  settlements  from  Indian  depredations,  more  par- 
ticularly on  the  frontier  extending  from  Fort  Gatlin  to  Indian  river.  For 
this  purpose,  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  subdivide  your  company,  and 
station  them  at  three  or  four  different  points. 

Your  operations  in  regard  to  the  Indians  are  to  be  of  a  defensive  charac- 
ter, so  as  to  aflbrd  protection  and  security  to  our  frontier  citizens  and  set- 
tleoients.  If  Indians  are  found  out  of  the  boundary  assk;n^d  them  by 
treaty,  you  will  drive  them  back,  kill  or  capture  them,  lum  will  make 
weeldy  reports  to  this  Department,  of  your  movements,  by  mail ;  and  in 
the  event  of  actual  hostilities,  or  other  Emergency,  requiring  it,  will  com- 
nmnicate  by  express. 

I  have  ordered  another  company  to  repair  to  the  western  and  north- 
western frontier  of  the  nation,  whole  operations  will  extend  firom  the  Fort 
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Gatlin  setdement  east,  to  the  settlement  in  Manatu  river  west;  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  two  companies  will  act  in  concert,  and  even  combine,  it 
it  oecomes  important  to  do  so,  in  order  to  repel  the  inroads  of  the  Indians. 
Important  information  must  for  that  purpose  be  expressed  to  each  other, 
when  necessary. 

Let  it  be  impressed  upon  you,  that  the  march  of  jrour  company  to  the 
points  they  may  occupy,  and  their  conduct  in  the  settlements  they  are  sent 
to  protect,  are  expected  to  be  of  that  orderly  soldierlike  character  which 
becomes  citisen  soldiers  and  gentlemen  ;  that  entire  respect  for  the  rights, 
feelings  and  property  of  private  citizens  should  govern  every  man  in  his 
intercourse  with  them,  and  that  I  must  consider  you  responsible  for  their 
deportment  in  this  respect 

I  wish  it  also  iully  impressed  upon  you,  and  on  every  man  in  your  com- 
mand, that,  while  it  is  our  dut^  to  afford  to  every  citizen  all  the  protection 
in  our  power  against  a  repetition  of  the  savage  barbarities  lately  committed 
on  the  settlers  on  Indian  river,  it  is  equally  my  desire  and  your  dutv  to 
avoid  any^mprudent  movement  that  will  provoke  or  bring  on  general  hos- 
tilities ;  but  to  leave  to  the  General  Government  ample  opportunity  to  per- 
form their  duty  in  the  matter. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  white  persons  may  have  unlawfully  settled  with* 
in  the  limits  ofthe  twenty  miles  around  the  Indian  boundary,  provided  for 
in  the  treaty  as  neutral  ground.  If  you  find  this  to  be  the  case,  anywhere 
within  the  limits  specially  assigned  to  you,  you  are  further  directed  to  have 
such  persons  forthwith  removed. 

The  proper  staff  appointment  connected  with  your  command,  will  be 
made  and  reported  to  you,  and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  you  will  report  the 
same,  and,  meanwhile,  detail  some  one  of  ypur  command  temporarily  to 
supply  it. 

The  companies  are  ndsed  for  twelve  months,  unless  sooner  discharged. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 


ExEovrrvi  Ofpicb, 
Tallahassee,  August  4,  1849. 
Col  C,  R  Smith,  Coming  Officer, 
St.  Augustine. 
Sir  :    In  iddition  to  the  troops  ordered  out  by  me,  of  which  you  were 
informed  by  my  communication  of  the  81st  ultimo,*  I  have  since  ordered 
out  an  additional  companj  from  this  county  ;  one  from  Alachua  and  one 
irom  Marion  county.    1  have  also  this  day  made  a  farther  requisition  for 
three  companies  of  mourned  vdunteers,  two  from  the  county  of  Columbia, 
aod  one  from  Duval.    The  company  from  Duval  will  leave  their  head- 
quarters at  Fort  Kingsbury  on  Ld^e  Monroe,  and  will  act  for  the  protec« 
tion  of  the  fronticflr  from  that  point  westwardly.    The  companies  from  Co- 
kimbia  will  operate  from  Fort  Mellon  westwardly  to  Hillsborough,  in  con- 
jwiotion  with  the  troops  previously  ordered  out. 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 


'^%Qm9mmfSmnt^fDAfM^\mXmspp9^  C  F.  SKtta, CoL 
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Head'QuarterM,  4A  Departmentj 

Fort  Monroe,  August  6,  1840. 
f  Sa:  I  have  receired  this  morning  from  Brevet-Col.  Smith,  the  several 
commofiications,  of  which  I  enclose  copies. 

Col.  Smith  sent  a  detachment  of  one  lieutenant  (Brevet-Major  Ripley,) 
one  corporal,  and  ten  privates  of  company  K,  2d  artillery,  on  the  27th  ult., 
to  take  post  at  Indian  river  settlements,  for  twenty  days,  and  sent  with  it  a 
12  pounder  mountam  howitzer,  with  three  dozen  roundt  of  ammunition,  in 
equal  parts  of  shells,  cannister,  and  spherical  case  shot,  and  twenty  spare 
muskets,  with  one  hundred  rounds  ot  buck  and  ball  cartridge,  for  issue  in 
case  of  necessity. 

Lieut  Adams  is  at  Dunlawton  with  a  detachment  of  one  sergeant  and 
ten  men ;  and  I  have  directed  this  detachment  to  remain  there,  as  com- 
pany L,  2d  artillery,  will  soon  be  at  St  Augustine. 

del.  Smith  says  that  he  is  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  outrage 
at  Indian  river  ie  for  plunder,  or  reyenge ;  perhaps  for  both,  and  not  gene- 
ral, only  insulated ;  and  he  thinks  the  panic  tnat  seems  to  pervade  the 
ooast,  and  to  some  extent  the  interior,  is  unreasonable. 

I  am  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BANKHEAB, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 
'  Major-Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant-Oeneral  U.  S.  A. 

This  has  been  sent  in  the  regular  ascending  line,  but  1  thought,  to  avoid 
any  delay,  to  reach  your  office,  it  might  be  proper  to  send  it  directly  also 
toyoa.  J.  B. 


Fort  Marion,  St.  Auousthts, 

FLoaniA,  July  30,  1849. 
Brevet-Major  W.  A.  Nichols, 
A.  A,  A.  Oen.  4th  Military  Dept., 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Va. 
Snt:  To  show  the  authorities  how  excited  have  the  inhabitants  become, 
on  the  subiect  of  Indian  hostilities,  I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Marshall  (marked  '*  A,'')  received  yesterday  afternoon  by  an  express  sent 
by  Lieut.  Adams  from  Dunbarton.  Mr.  Marshall  is  one  of  the  principal 
inhahjtants  in  that  quarter-^the  owner  of  a  large  sugar  plantation. 

The  news  from  Tampa,  referred  to  in  Mr.  M's  letter,  has  reference  to 
certain  outrages  committed  by  four  Indians,  at  Pease  creek,  on  the  17th  and 
19th  instants ;  accounts  of  which  appear  to  have  reached  the  inhabitants  in 
the  interior  in  an  exaggerated  form,  and  thus,^ded  to  the  panic  already  in 
existence. 

Major  Morris  (commanding  at  Tampa)  in  an  official  communication  to 
me,  dated  on  the  23d  inst,  gives  me  the  following  account  in  substance,  viz : 
On  the  eveninff  of  the  17th  inst.,  a  partj^  pf  four  Indiai^fi  went  to  the 
trading  house  of  messrs.  Kennedy  4*  Darling,  on  Pease  creek,  and  after 
tome  anreasonable  requests,  fired  upon  some  half  dozen  persons  who  were 
■eated  at  the  supper  table :  all  but  Messrs.  J^ayne  and  Wheedon  made  their 
•icape;  they  were  abpt,  and  are  probably  dead.    On  the  19th,  a  Mr. 
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Wlieedon  and  his  son  were  fired  upon  by  four  Indians,  at  Pease  creek,  and 
the  latter  wounded. 

Major  Morris,  who  is  disposed  to  think  this  an  affair  of  marauders,  for 
the  sake  of  plunder,  had,  on  the  20th«  sent  a  detachment  of  one  officer  and 
twenty-five  soldeirs  to  investigate  the  matter. 

The  account,  as  it  reached  the  interior,  was  of  the  murder  of  the  suttler, 
Mr.  Kennedy,  three  families,  and  two  boys. 

Although  my  views  in  regard  to  Indian  hostilities  have  undergone  no 
change,  out  of  consideration  of  the  excited  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants, 
I  have  directed  Lieut.  Adams  to  remain  at  Dunlawton  for  ten  days,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  week  originally  contemplated. 

Mr.  MarshalTs  request,  to  have  arms  issued,  I  have  declined.  I  request 
instructions  on  this  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed.)  C.  F.  SMITH, 

Capt  2d  Artillery,  and  Brevet-Col.  ConCdg. 

P.  S.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  outrages  committed  on  both  sides  of  the 
peninsula  were  the  acts  of  the  same  four  Indians. 

Tfle  distance  between  the  two  points  is  called,  by  Major  Morris,  sixty 
miles ;  the  map  would  show  one  hundred,  with  the  five  days  interval  from 
the  12th  to  the  17th,  would  readily  permit  it. 

(Signed.)  C.  F.  S. 


[Mr.  John  J.  Marshall  to  Col  C.  F.  Smith.] 
(Copy.) 

Dunlawton,  Florida, 

/tt/y27, 184d. 
Col.  C.  F.  Smith. 

Sir  :  I  trust  that  Lieut.  Adams,  with  his  small  force,  will  be  allowed  to 
remain  here  until  the  War  Department,  or  the  (jovemor  of  Florida,  shall 
have  had  time  to  send  troops  to  this  point. 

I  must  a^ain  repeat  my  request,  that  you  will  furnish  the  men  here,  who 
have  no  suitable  arms,  with  muskets.  A  considerable  portion  of  our  small 
force  consists  of  men  in  mv  employment,  who  have  no  ^ns  here.  The 
muskets  are  intended  for  defence  against  Indians  only,  ana  will  be  used  for 
no  other  purpose.  A  suflicient  bond  will  be  given  to  Lieut.  Adams,  for  the 
return  of  the  muskets  in  good  order.  Should  you  order  the  detachment 
now  here,  to  leave  this  post,  all  the  extra  muskets  will  not  be  too  many 
for  us. 

Should  you  conclude  to  allow  Lieut.  Adams  to  remain  here,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  send  some  rations,  unless  the  men  can  put  up  with  com  meal 
and  mess  pork.  I  have  no  information  to  add  to  that  in  Lieut.  Adams' 
communication  of  this  date,  except  that  the  settlers  at  Enterprise  (including 
those  from  Spring  Garden — negroes  and  all,)  have  collected  at  CampbeH's 
wharf,  on  lake  Munroe,  and  have  sent  off  the  women  and  children.  This 
news  is  brought  by  the  mail-rider. 

I  saw  a  part  of  a  letter  to  my  overseer,  from  his  familv,  dated  26th  inst., 
at  Mellonville.  The  settlers  of  that  neighborhood  had  collected  at  Dr« 
Spear's  house  (between  Forts  Mellow  and  Ried,)  and  picketed  it  for  de* 
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fence.    1  have  not  the  letter  by  me,  but  I  recollect  this  expression : — "  they 
say  the  Indians  are  in  the  neighborhood." 

The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  matter,  the  more  confirmed  am  I  in  the 
opinioo,  that  the  most  ordinary  prudence  requires  us  to  be  constantly  on 
the  watch,  night  and  day,  and  to  be  always  ready  for  an  attack. 

This  is  harassing  to  a  small  force  (a  part  of  whom  is  engaged  in  daily 
toil,)  and  I  cannot  expect  it  to  endure  for  any  length  of  time. 

At  first  our  little  community  was  divided  in  opinion  as  to  whether  there 
would  be  a  general  war,  but  it  now  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  nearly,  if  not 
aH  here,  that  there  is  war  already.  I  mention  this  to  show  you  what  re- 
liance is  placed  upon  the  news  received  from  Tampa. 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  JOHN  J.  MARSHALL. 

Fort  Bsooke,  E.  F., 

August  9,  1850. 
S« :    I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  from 
citizens  in  Benton  county,  on  the  subject  of  Indian  incursions  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Fort  Lindsay,  requesting  an  issue  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  for  their 
protection. 

I  enclose  also  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Lieut.  Walbridge,  which  shows 
bow  little  the  statements  of  these  people  are  to  be  depended  upon. 
I  am  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  W.  MORRIS, 

Major  U.  S.  Army, 
Com'dg  Post. 
Major-Gen.  R.  Jones, 

J  djutanl'General, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Benton  Co.,  Florida, 

Fort  Lindsay,  July  30,  1849. 

W.  W.  Morris, 
Major  U.  8.  Army, 

Commanding. 

We,  whose  names  are  appended  to  this  letter,  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and 
neighbors,  address  you  for  the  purpose  of  stating  our  defenceless  condi- 
tion. 

We  are  are  deficient  in  men,  arms,  and  ammunition.  Men  cannot  we 
sfippose,  be  spared  from  your  post,  but  arms  and  ammunition  we  must  have, 
as  we  are  sadly  in  want  of  these,  and  if  issued  to  us,  you  can  hold  us  whose 
names  are  signed  to  this  letter,  responsible  for  their  return  tc  the  post.  We 
want  twenty-five  muskets  and  a  sufiicienoy  of  ammunition. 

Your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  addressed  to  Captain  Bradley,  authorizes 
OS  to  call  on  you  for  arms  and  ammunition,  to  beusedinour  defence,  incase 
of  great  emergency ;  and  we  state  to  you,  from  information  entirely  reli- 
able, that  the  Indians  are  in  this  county,  and,  in  fact,  in  our  own  vicinity. 

On  the  28th  instant,  they  burned  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Scott  Whitin,  of 
this  county,  and  four  head  of  cattle  were  found  killed  by  them,  ^md  the 
tracks  o{  Indians  were  seen  by  the  scout  sent  to  reconnoitre. 
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On  yesterday  morning,  a  citizen  c^  Marion  county,  came  to  as  exhausted, 
barefoot,  and  without  his  coat  and  vest,  and  reported  that  on  his  way  he 
was  chased  by  Indians,  and  swam  the  Withlacoochee,  repeatedly,  to  avoid 
them,  and  was  successful  in  making  his  escape.  His  &et  were  lacerated, 
&c.,  &c. 

Some  of  our  people  question  this  man's  statement,  while  others  give  it 
full  credence.  dxxI  in  regard  to  the  facts  first  stated,  we  all  concur,  with 
the  exception  of  one  individual;  this  we  state,  as  we  desire  to  be  perfectly 
candid,  and  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  among  us  respecting  theur 
truth. 

We  are  here  with  our  families  embodied,  exerting  every  nerve  to  build 
a  fort  for  our  own  and  the  protection  of  our  wives  and  children.  We 
hope  to  complete  it  in  the  course  of  this  week.  Messrs.  Lockhart  and 
Foudizen  will  present  you  this  letter,  and  bring  us  the  arms  and  anununi- 
tion  sent. 

We  earnestly  hope  that  our  emergency,  and  our  great  deficiency  in  arms 
and  ammunition,  will  be  deemed  by  you  such  a  case  as  will  justify  you  in 
furnishing  us  with  them. 

We  are,  respectfully,  yours, 
(Signed)  JAMES  L.  TERRY, 

E.  SIMMONS, 
J.  S.  JEEMS, 

D.  SIMMONS, 
JOHN  B.  ALLEN, 
CORNELIUS  SEALS, 
C.  T.  JENKINS, 
GEORGE  W.  ANDREWS, 
B.  M.  PEARSON, 

J.  F.  MYERS. 
DANIEL  F.  MYERS, 
R.  ALEXANDER, 

E.  J.  KNIGHT, 

GEO.  WASH.  ANDREWS, 


Fort  Beooke,  East  Florida, 
August  0,  1849. 
Major  :  In  compKance  with  your  orders  of  the  4th  inst,  I  started  from 
this  post  for  Fort  Lindsay,  where  I  arrived  on  the  6th  August,  and  learned 
that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Johnson  came  in  there  on  me  29th  of  July, 
and  said  he  had  been  chased  by  Indians,  and  had  been  oUiged  to  swim  the 
Withlacoochee,  several  times,  to  escape  them ;  this  man,  a  tew  days  before, 
bad  been  an  accomplice  in  the  murder  of  a  man  in  Marion  county. 
Scouts  were  out  in  the  direction  he  reported  he  had  seen  the  Indians;  no 
m^  of  Indians  was  found.  His  story  is  believed  by  no  one  at  Fort 
Lindsay  now.  On  the  7th  I  rode  across  the  country  to  Mr.  Laws,  about 
ten  miles  8.  W.  from  Fort  Lindsay ;  I  learned  there  that  on  the  27th  July, 
four  cows  had  been  dead  two  or  three  days ;  when  found,  the  buzzards 
were  at  them,  and  it  was  impossible  to  say  that  they  had  been  killed  by 
bdians. 
,    Qn  the  38th  of  July  Mr.  Scott  Withers,  who  lives  four  miles  from  Mr. 
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Law\  saw  one  of  his  outhouses  on  fire ;  he  immediately  left  the  place. 
The  scout  on  the  next  day  found  nothing  injured  but  the  outhouse,  and 
coidd  not  say  that  signs  of  Indians  were  found.  I  could  find  nothing  to 
show  that  Indians  had  been  in  that  cuarter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  T.  K.  WALBRIDGR 

Major  W.  W.  Morris, 
Cemmamding  Fort  Brook, 


Fort  Brooke,  East  Florida. 
August  12,  1849« 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  companies  of  mounted  volun- 
teers,  oonMnanded    by    Captains    James  6.   Dell  and  William   Fisher, 
arrived  here  yesterday,  by  the  authoritv  of  the  Governor  of  this  State,  and 
proffered  their  services  to  the  United  States  for  the  period  of  twelve 
BM>nths,  requesting  to  be  mustered  into  the  service. 
Having  no  instructions  to  receive  them  I  declined  their  ofifen 
Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Captain  Dell,  the  officer  ^o  first 
repuited  upon  this  subject, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  jtHtr  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
My  or  U.  S.  A.  Commanding  Post^ 
Major-General  R.  Johes, 
Adjutant-General  U.  S,  A. 
Washington  City. 

Head  Quarters,  Fort  Brooke,  £.  F. 
August  11th,  1849, 
Captain  James  G.  Deix, 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  offer  of  yourself  and  mounted  company  of  volun- 
teers, to  be  imisrtered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,!  have  to  state 
that  no  authority  whatever  has  been  received  by  me  from  the  War  De- 
partment, for  the  reception  of  any  description  of  troops,  except  in  the 
event  of  their  being  required.  Three  companies  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
Artillery  have  been  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  reinforce 
this  garrison. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  believing  that  the  Indians  have  not 
-crossed  their  boundary  since  the  outrage  committed  upon  the  trading 
establishmeat  at  Pease  creek,  I  must  respectfully  decline  your  patriotic 
offer. 

Should  any  ini^ructioos  be  received  on  this  subject,  I  will  notify  you 
and  Captain  Fisher  immediately.  Meanwhile,  at  the  present  juncturci  I 
consider  any  attempt  to  move  with  troops  into  the  Seminole  country,  as 
Ughly  dangerous  to  our  relations  not  yet  known  to  have  been  violated  by 
these  peopte  as  a  nation. 

Pacific  measures  must  first  be  pursued ;  and  in  carrying  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Governor,  in  regard  to  ejecting  settlers  upon  me  resumed  teiri- 
tory,  you  will  be  pleased  to  approach  no  nearer  the  Indian  boundary  than  is 
atnctJj  necessary,  as  such  a  movement  might  be  construed  into  a  declara- 
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tion  of  war.  If  Indians  are  seen  with  a  white  flag,  you  will  take  ever)* 
means  in  your  power  to  communicate  with  them,  ascertaining,  if  possible, 
the  views  of  the  nation  in  regard  to  the  recent  outbreaks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 

Major  Commanding. 


Executive  Office,  Tallahassee, 
July  30,  1849. 
Captain  William  Fisher, 
Florida  Volunteers. 

Sir  :  You  are  authorised  to  receive  into  your  company,  not  exceeding 
eighty  men,  rank  and  file — effective  men,  well  mounted  and  equipped  for 
service,  except  that  they  will  be  supplied  with  rifles  by  the  state ;  and  you 
will,  from  time  to  time  receive  new  recruits  when  necessary  to  keep  up 
the  above  number. 

You  will  march  your  company,  without  delay,  the  best  route  to  Tampa ; 
that  by  Monticello,  Columbus,  Numanville  and  Oscala  is  recommended. 
On  reaching  Fort  Brooke  you  will  learn  from  the  United  States  officer  in 
command  whether  orders  are  received  to  take  your  company  into  the 
United  States  service,  and  if  so,  you  will  be  mustered  into  that  service  ac- 
cordingly, if  not,  you  will  dispose  of  your  command  in  such  a  manner  as 
will  best  protect  the  exposed  frontier  settlements  from  Indian  depredations, 
more  particularly  on  the  frontier  extending  from  Tchepuesassa  to  Manatee 
and  Sarasota.  For  this  purpose,  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  subdivide 
your  company,  and  station  them  at  three  or  four  different  points. 

Your  operations,  with  regard  to  the  Indians,  are  to  be  of  a  defensive 
character,  so  as  to  afford  protection  and  security  to  our  frontier  citizens 
and  settlements.  If  Indians  are  found  out  of  the  boundary  assigned  them 
by  treaty,  you  will  drive  them  back,  kill  or  capture  them.  You  will  make 
weekly  reports,  to  this  department,  of  your  movements,  by  mail ;  and  ia 
the  event  of  actual  hostilities,  or  other  emergency  requiring  it,  will  com- 
municate by  express. 

I  have  ordered  another  company  to  repair  to  the  eastern  and  north- 
eastern frontier  of  the  nation,  whose  operations  will  extend  from  the  Fort 
Gatlin  settlement  west,  around  to  the  settlements  on  Indian  river  east ;  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  two  companies  will  act  in  concert,  and  even  com- 
bine, if  it  become  important  to  do  so,  in  order  to  repel  the  inroads  of  the 
Indians.  Important  information  must,  for  that  purpose,  be  expressed  to 
each,  when  necessary. 

Let  it  be  impressed  upon  you,  that  the  march  of  your  company  to  the 
point  they  may  occupy,  and  their  conduct  in  the  settlements  they  are  sent 
to  protect,  are  expected  to  be  of  that  orderly,  soldier-like  character  which 
becomes  citizen  soldiers  and  gentlemen ;  that  entire  respect  for  the  rights, 
feelings,  and  property  of  private  citizens  should  govern  every  man  in  his 
intercourse  with  them  ;  and  that  I  must  consider  you  responsible  for  their 
deportment  in  this  respect. 

I  wish  it  also  fully  impressed  upon  you,  and  on  every  man  in  your  com- 
r^nd,  that,  while  it  is  our  duty  to  afford  to  every  citizen  all  the  protection  in 
our  power  against  a  repetition  of  the  savage  barbarities  lately  committed  on 
the  settlers  on  Indian  river,  it  is  equally  my  desire  and  your  duty  to  avoid 
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any  imprudeDt  movement  that  will  provoke  or  bring  on  general  hostility ;  but 
to  leave  to  the  general  government  ample  opportunity  to  do  their  duty  in 
the  matter.  It  is  also  suggested,  that  white  persons  may  have  unlawfully 
settled  within  the  limits  of  the  twenty  miles  around  the  Indian  boundary,., 
provided  for  in  the  treaty  as  neutral  ground.  If  you  find  this  to  be  the 
case  anywhere  within  the  limits  specifically  assigned  to  you,  you  are  di- 
rected to  have  such  persons  forthwith  removed.  The  proper  staff  appoint- 
ments, connected  with  your  command,  will  be  made  and  reported  to  you : 
and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  you  will  report  the  same;  and,  meanwhile  detail 
some  one  of  your  command  temporarily  to  supply  it. 

The  companies  are  raised  for  twelve  months,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  W.  D.  MOSELEY.    • 


Fort  Brooke,  East  Florida,    •. 
August  12,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  two  companies  of  mounted 
volunteers  arrived  here  on  yesterday,  called  out  by  His  Excellency  Gover- 
nor William  D.  Mosely,  of  this  State. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  his  instructions  to  Captain  Fisher,  and  a  copy  of 
my  letter  to  Captain  Dell,  the  officer  who  first  reported  to  me. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Major  U.  S,  A.  Commanding  Post. 
Major-General  R.  Jones, 
Adjutant-General  U,  S,  A, 
Washington  City. 

Fort  Brookk, 

August  13,  1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  directing  me,  by  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  collect  information  on  the  subject  of  a  recent 
outbreak  among  the  Seminoles  in  this  State.  To  do  this  I  must  have 
other  resources  than  those  at  present  near  by  me. 

Not  an  Indian  has  been  seen,  either  within  or  beyond  their  boundary 
since  the  burning  of  the  trading  house  at  Peas  creek ;  and  my  scouts, 
sent  in  various  directions,  have  found  not  the  smallest  reliable  sign  of  their 
presence.  My  interpreters  are  useless.  Sampson  (Negro)  is  prostrated 
by  sickness,  and  John  (Spaniard)  no  entreaties,  bribery,  or  threats  can  in- 
duce to  go  to  any  point  where  Indians  might  be  found.  They  acted  as  in- 
terpreters, guides,  &c.,  during  the  last  war,  and  living  among  are  entirely 
identified  with  the  whites,  and  even  under  ordinary  circumstances  would 
not  dare  to  venture,  unprotected,  to  hold  a  talk  with  the  Indians. 

Sending  an  armed  force,  beside  being  completely  powerless  from  the 
absence  of  an  interpreter,  in  making  a  demand  on  the  nation  for  the  mur- 
derers, might,  and  doubtless  would,  be  construed  into  a  declaration  of  war, 
which,  for  manifold  reasons,  should  be  the  last  resort  on  our  part. 

The  Indians,  from  the  nature  of  their  country,  and  smallness  of  their 
numbers,  never  assembling  in  force,  can  prolong  a  defensive  war  indefi- 
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nitbly,  and  my  present  opinion  is,  that  nothing  bat  a  war  of  extemtinatum 
will  ever  efiect  their /orciftfe  renfK>val. 

To  sum  up  all  the  grievances  of  which  these  people  complain,  would 
take  more  time  than  is  expedient  to  devote  to  the  subject. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  for  me  to  state,  that  since  the  treaty  made 
by  General  Macomb  in  1839,  there  has  been  a  great  want  of  confidence  in 
the  government  and  its  agents.  At  that  time  many  <^  the  Indians 
believed  that  they  were  to  hold  their  lands  within  a  very  limited  boundary, 
in  fee  simple.  And  the  first  contradiction  of  this  impression  resulted  m 
the  massacre  erf  the  greater  pcwrtion  of  Colonel  Harney's  command  at  the 
Caloosahatchee,  and  from  that  time  to  the  patched  up  peace  made  by 
GreneVal  Worth  in  1842,  they  were  indiscriminately  grcufbed,  and  under 
false  pretences  shuffled  off  to  Arkansas. 

They  have  never  held  free  intercourse  with  the  whites  since  the  cona- 
mencement  of  the  war  in  1835. 

After  seven  years  fighting,  with  annnunition  exhausted,  and  arms  in  a 
damaged  condition,  they  were  glad  of  a  respite  on  any  terms.  They  have, 
since  that  time,  been  industriously  engaged  in  supplying  these  deficiences, 
and  from  the  period  when,  as  president  of  a  board  of  officers,  directed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  an  examination  of  Charlotte  harbor,  &c., 
with  a  view  to  establishing  a  post,  united  in  a  report  against  any  change 
at  that  time.  I  have  felt  that  the  period  had  arrived  when  something 
must  be  done.  My  reports  on  this  subject  have  been  very  full  to  yourselT 
and  others. 

Captain  Casey,  since  be  was  assigned  to  Indian  duty  here,  and  previ- 
ously,  had  repeated  assurances  that  one  or  more  influential  chiefs  would 
give  him  a  meeting,  but  his  efforts,  thrice  repeated,  have  all  proved  abor- 
tive, and  suchy  I  am  well  convinced,  would  every  attempt  be,  unless  made 
by  Indians;  or  the  other  alternative,  throwing  a  large  force  into  their 
country  and  reconmiencing  the  war* 

To  obviate  which,  the  only  feasible  plan  seems  to  be  that  before  recom- 
mended, and  reiterated  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  6th  inst :  the  employ- 
n>ent  of  chiefs  and  interpreters,  selected  from  among  their  own  people 
west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  in  making  choice  much  caution  s^kould  be 
exercised  in  bringing  only  such  as  went  there  willingly,  and  have  property 
in  the  west,  which  would  be. a  guarantee  for  their  gwxl  faith  in  the  perfor* 
mance  of  their  mission. 

The  absurd  sums  named  by  some  of  the  government  Agents,  for  their 
possessions  in  this  State,  produced,  as  I  have  been  informed,  nothing  but 
indignation  and  contempt. 

In  sending  specific  propositions  to  this  people  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  value,  intrinsically,  of  the  land,  is  not  their  estimate,  nor  ours,  as 
I  view  the  matter,  but  an  equivalent  for  their  home,  on  their  part,  and  the 

gvemment's  ridding  the  State  of  a  portion  of  its  population  who  will  ever 
hostile,  and  dangerously  so  to  its  white  inhabitants. 
I  respectfully  offer  these  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  trusting  that  the  means  before  mentioned  may  be  placed  at 
my  disposal,  when  the  utmost  activity  will  be  used  by  me  directing  their 
efforts,  and  accomplishing  the  desirable  result. 

I  have  to  report  for  tl^  inforn^tion  of  the  Department  that  I  have  not 
been  relieved  from  my  duties  connected  with  the  Indian  Agency  here. 
Mr.  Spencer,  sub-agent  for  the  Seminoles^  arrived  here  on  the  7th  inat.. 
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betieTine  tfiat  be  would  eflect  an  intemew  with  some  part  of  the  nation, 
bnt  unable  to  obtain  an  interpreter  and  hearing  my  views,  he  pursued  this 
<mgina]  intention  of  leaving  the  business  of  the  Agenoy  in  my  hands  until 
his  return  from  the  District. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Mc^or  U.  8.  A.,  Commanding  Post. 

Maj.-Gen.  R.  Jones, 

AdjuUaU-Creneralt  V.  8,  Army, 

In  addition  to  the  restrictive  measures  of  the  legislature  of  Florida, 
passed  during  the  last  session,  forbidding  these  Indians,  under  penalty  of 
stripes,  coming  beyond  their  boundary  even  to  visit  the  agency. 

I  have  learned  that  another  and  very  just  cause  of  complaint  is  the  vio- 
lation of  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  issued  May  19, 
1845,  directing  that  a  strip  of  the  public  lands  twenty  miles  in  width, 
around  the  district  is  set  apart  for  the  use  and  occupancy  of  the  Seminoles 
in  Florida,  should  be  reserved  from  survey  and  sale. 

This  strip,  a  portion  of  which  has  not  only  been  surveyed,  but  settled 
upon  by  the  whites. 

The  fact  of  their  doing  so  has  already  been  reported  by  me  to  the  de- 
partment. 

W.  W.  M. 


(Copy  of  Document  received  August  14,  1849.) 

To  his  Excellency  President  U.  8. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Preamble  aim  Resolutions  adopted  at  a  nieeting  of  the  citizens  of  Ma- 
natie,  Florida,  recommending  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  most  eflBcient 
protection  c^inst  the  murderous  assaults  of  the  Indians. 

Whereas  we  are  situated  on  the  extreme  frontier  of  an  almost  entirely 
wilderness  country,  inhabited  only  by  savage  tribes  of  hostile  Indians, 
having  no  military  post  nearer  than  fortv  miles,  and  that  so  situated  as  to 
yield  us  no  protection  whatever.  And  whereas  recent  information  derived 
from  the  most  respectable  sources,  say  Major  Morris,  commandant  at 
Tampa,  Florida,  and  others,  stating  that  on  Indian  river  and  on  Peas  creek, 
several  murders  had  been  committed  by  the  Indians.  And  whereas,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  that  are  in  jeopardy 
every  day,  it  is  no  less  the  interest  of  the  general  government  than  of  the 
citizens  of  this  state  with  its  vast  region  of  unsettled  land,  to  adopt  some 
eariy  and  efficient  measures  to  protect  the  citizens  in  their  settlements— 
this  not  done  it  will  continue  valueless  to  the  general  government. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  this  meeting,  that  D.  F.  Branch,  H.  V.  Snell, 
and  Alfred  Grale  be  and  are  hereby  made  a  committee  to  draft  a  suitable 
petition  to  his  Excellency  President  U.  S.  praying  for  proper  and  efficient 
measures  of  protection  against  the  hostilities  of  the  neighboring  tribes  of 
Indians. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  Preamble  and  Resolutions  be 
immediately  transmitted  with  the  petition  to  the  President. 

(Signed)  ALFRED  GALE, 

8ecretary. 

We  the  undersigned  Committee,  Petitioners  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Manatie,  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  detail  of 
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all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  our  position  as  afrou  i^r 
settlement. 

Your  petitioners  have  received  information  which  goes  far  in  confirming 
them  in  the  opinion  that  the  Indian  hostilities  will  not  terminate  in  the 
murders  that  have  been  already  committed  on  Indian  river  and  Peas  creek. 

And  your  petitioners  would  respectfully  suggest  that  this  opinion  is  not 
alone  entertained  bv  the  undersigned,  but  that  it  is  the  confirmed  opinion 
of  all  the  citizens  of  the  interior,  north  and  east  of  us,  as  far  as  your  peti- 
tioners have  received  information.  We  would  further  most  respectfully 
submit  to  your  Excellency  that  this  settlement  is  an  extreme  frontier  and  a 
very  important  one,  and  that  Major  Morris  assured  us,  some  time  since, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  Indians  becoming  hostile,  it  should  be  protected, 
but  in  his  last  letter  to  the  citizens  of  this  place,  he  advises  them  cf  the 
fact  that  he  has  not  a  suflicient  number  of  men  of  men  at  his  post  to  justify 
sending  a  detachment  for  that  purpose. 

We  would  further  respectfully  submit,  that  our  settlement  consists  of 
about  one  hundied  and  twenty  whites,  and  about  three  hundred  slaves,  but 
from  the  plantations  and  settlements  being  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  which 
is  a  mile  or  more  wide,  it  is  impossible  for  the  citizens  to  afford  to  each 
other  that  protection  which  would  be  necessary  in  case  of  an  attack  from 
the  enemy.  We  would  therefore  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  plan 
proposed  some  months  since  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Moseley  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  late  President  U.  S.  is,  in  your  petitioners'  estimation,  the 
only  one  that  can  give  to  us  the  proper  protection,  and  which  your  peti- 
tioners believe,  had  it  been  carried  into  execution,  would,  by  keeping  the 
Indians  within  their  treaty  limits,  have  prevented  the  murders  which  have 
already  been  perpetrated  upon  some  of  our  citizens,  viz. :  a  cordon  of  posts 
from  the  mouth  of  this  river  extending  east  to  some  point  on  the  Indian 
river.  By  placing  posts  on  this  river,  there  being  no  settlements  south  of 
it,  and  extending  thence  east  as  aforesaid,  they  can  be  most  conveniently- 
supplied  at  all  seasons  with  everything  necessary  for  their  comfort  and 
support ;  our  river  affording  sufiicient  water  at  ordinary  neap  tides  for 
vessels  drawing  nine  feet,  with  a  harbor  inside  of  its  mouth  entirely  safe 
from  storms  and  gales  from  any  quarter.  Our  river  extending  a  distance 
east  of  twenty-five  miles,  will  afibrd  good  facilities  for  supplying  the  posts 
for  that  distance,  beyond  that  to  Peas  creek  a  distance  of  twenty-five 
miles,  is  an  elevated,  dry  and  open  country  offering  excellent  facilities 
for  wagon  transportation  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  posts  between 
Peas  creek  and  Indian  river,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  could  be  supplied 
from  depots  on  these  rivers,  they  being  navigable  for  vessels  of  light  draught 
as  high  up  as  the  suggested  line  of  posts. 

Your  petitioners  would  most  respectively  submit  the  above  few  facts  for 
your  Excellency's  consideration,  believing  that  a  simple  statement  of  a  few 
of  the  facts  connected  with  our  exposed  situation  is  all  that  is  necessary 
to  induce  a  proper  action  on  the  subject. 

Your  petitioners  relying  greatly  on  your  knowledge  of  Indian  character 
and  their  mode  of  warfare,  leel  satisfied  that  the  prayer  of  your  petitioners 
will  be  granted,  or  that  more  effectual  means  of  defence  will  suggest  then^ 
selves  to  your  Excellency's  mind  for  our  entire  security  and  protection. 

(Signed)     ALFRED  GALE, 
F.  BRANCH, 
H.  V.  SNELL. 
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Head-Quarters  Batt.  op  2d  Art., 

Fort  Marion,  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  August  14,  1849. 
Brevet  Major-General  R.  Jones, 
Adjutant  General  U,  S,  A. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
General  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Brevet  Major  R.  S.  Ripley, 
2d  Art.,  commanding  the  detachment  I  sent  to  Indian  river.     Since  the 
settlers  there  do  not  intend  to  remain,  I  shall  allow  the  detachment  to 
return  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  to  which  I  limited  its  stay. 

A  company  of  50  mounted  volunteers  called  out  by  the  governor  of  this 
State,  reached  here  yesterday  from  Jacksonville,  to  whom  I  issued  rifles. 
They  started  immediately,  and  will  be  in  position  in  two  or  three  days  to 
operate  from  Fort  Kingsbury  eastwardly.  There  being  no  further  neces- 
sity for  the  detachment  at  Dunlawton,  in  consequence  of  this  move,  it  will 
be  here  on  Thursday,  the  16th.     All  is  now  quiet  in  that  direction. 

Although  the  newspapers  teem  with  accounts  of  Indians  being  seen  about 
the  settlements,  &c.,  &c.,  I  do  not  believe  an  Indian  has  been  out  of  his 
boundary  since  the  affair  at  Peas  creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
Capt,  2d  Art.  and  Brevet- Col.  Commanding. 

Davibs'  Plantation,  Indian  River, 
August  9,  1849. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
nicaiioQ  of  the  3d  instant,  and  to  report  that  at  evening  on  the  2d  I  arrived 
with  my  command  in  this  river.  On  the  passage  down  we  touched  at 
Cape  Carnaveral.  The  lighthouse-keeper  was  at  his  post,  and  had  seen 
nothing  of  Indians.-  After  crossing  this  bar  we  proceeded  at  once  to  Mr. 
Russelfs,  the  scene  of  the  outrage.  Everything  was  apparently  as  it  had 
been  left.  Having  buried  the  remains  of  the  murdered  man,  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  we  came  south  to  this  place,  passing  different  houses  which 
were  found  intact.  Since  I  have  been  here  I  have  sent  to,  and  received 
information  from,  every  place  in  the  immediate  vicinity  to  the  south.  All 
are  as  when  the  settlers  first  fled.  I  have  seen  neither  sign  nor  trail  of  an 
Indian,  of  any  recent  date,  and  nothing  to  induce  me  to  believe  that  the 
outrage  at  this  place  was  committed  by  anything  else  than  a  party  actuated 
either  by  a  desire  for  revenge  or  for  plunder.  Certainly  nothing  which 
would  justify  hostilities  against  the  Indians  as  a  body. 

Two  parties  of  settlers  are  now  here,  removing  their  effects.  They  have 
no  intention  of  remaining,  and,  from  what  I  can  learn  from  them,  none 
others  are  coming' for  such  purpose.  I  shall  remain  here  until  after  they 
are  gone,  and  then  after  a  reconnoissance  up  and  down  the  lagoon  shall 
return  to  St.  Augustine. 

During  my  stay  here  the  time  has  been  employed  in  repairing  and  refit- 
ting the  sun-boat,  which  was  found  more  unseaworthy  than  was  by  any 
means  desirable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 
Brevet-Major  Commanding. 

To  Brevet  Col.  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fort  Marion,  East  Florida.  ^  t 
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Head-Quarters,  Battalion  of  2d  Artillery, 
Fort  Marion, 

St.  Augustine,  Florida, 

August  15,  1849. 
Brevet  Maj-Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant'Cren.  U.  8.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:    The  detachment  recently  posted  at  Dunlawton,  Florida,  under 
command  of  2d  Lieut.  W.  C.  Adams,  2d  Artillery,  returned  this  afternoon. 
Everything  was  quiet  in  that  quarter.     A  return  of  the  detachment  is  en- 
closed herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
C(xpt.  2d  Artillery,  and  Brevet-Col.  CovCdg, 


Head-Quarters,  Battalion  of  2d  Artillery, 
Fort  Marion, 

St.  Augustine,  Florida, 

August  16,  1849. 
Brevet  Major-Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant-Oen.  U.  8.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
General  :    I  enclose  herewith  a  report,  received  last  niffht,  from  Brevet- 
Major  R.  S.  Ripley,  2d  Artillery,  commanding  the  detachment  at  Indian 
river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
Gapt.2d  Artillery,  and  Brevet-Col  Com*dg. 


Davis'  Plantation, 
Indian  RrvER,  Florida, 

August  12,  1849. 

Colonel  :  I  send  this  by  Mr.  Davis,  who  will  leave  this  place  for  St. 
Augustine,  this  afternoon.  He  will  stop  a  short  time  at  Mr.  Lightbourne's 
Told  Fort  Pierce,)  and  go  over  the  bar  to-morrow  afternoon.  Since  the 
aeparture  of  the  express,  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  way  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties. Indeed,  I  doubt  whether  an  Indian  has  been  within  ten  miles  of  this 
settlement  since  the  murder  of  Mr.  Barker,  and  the  flight  of  the  settlers* 
Nevertheless,  it  is  impossible  to  assurethe  people  sufficiently  to  induce  them 
to  remain  in  their  homes,  without  the  permanent  station  of  a  considerable 
force  in  the  neighborhood.  This  settlement  extends  for  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  along  the  river,  and  to  give  it  protection  in  the  actual  event  of  war, 
would  require  at  least  two  companies.  Whether  the  end  would  be  worth 
that  may  be  considered  questionable.  Most  of  the  people  who  have  con- 
versed with  me,  appear  to  be  fixed  in  their  determmation  not  to  continue 
their  efforts  until  every  Indian  is  removed  from  Florida. 

When  Mr.  Davis  leaves,  there  will  be  left  only  Mr.  Gates's  party,  which 
is  at  present  engaged  in  fitting  up  a  sloop,  with  the  intention  of  leaving 
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likewise.    When  that  occurs,  there  will  not  be  a  white  man,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  of  my  party,  from  Smyrna  to  Key  Biscayne. 

I  shall  sail  to  the  southward  to-morrow  morning ;  and  having  recon- 
noiteied  as  far  as  Mrs.  Walker's  (the  last  settlement  this  side  of  Jupiter,) 
shall  return,  and  notice  whether  any  Indians  have  been  in  the  yicinity  since 
our  departure.  Then  shall  probably  sail  some  distance  to  the  north,  and 
observe  the  shore  during  the  night  for  fires.  If  it  is  practicable  to  establish 
a  communication  with  tne  Indians,  or  to  seize  a  few  of  them  for  that  pur- 
pcMe,  without  engaging  in  actual  hostilities,  I  shall  attempt  it ;  but  I  think 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  I  have  the  shadow  of  an  opportunity. 

Should  anything  occur,  of  importance,  while  on  the  reconnoissance,  or 
aAer  the  settlers  leave,  I  shall,  it  possible,  send  the  pilot  with  one  or  two 
of  the  soldiers  by  boat  to  Smyrna;  thence  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible to  Aimutine.  Otherwise,  I  think,  you  may  expect  me»  at  least  by 
the  20th  ofthis  month. 

1  have  had  some  idea  of  proceeding  south  (outside)  as  far  as  the  Miami 
river ;  but  one  of  the  people  from  Augustine  has  informed  me  that  a  sur- 
veying vessel  is  already  there,  and  any  information  in  relation  to  the  state 
of  things  in  that  quarter,  could  be  readily  transmitted  through  her. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 
Brevet-Maj.  2d  Artillery  Com'dg.    \ 
To  Brevet-Col.  Chahles  F.  Smith, 
2d  Artillery, 
Com'dg  Fort  Marion, 

East  Florida. 


Fort  Brooks,  E.  F., 
>  August  18,  1849. 

Sir  :  The  steamship  Alabama  arrived  and  anchored  off  Gadsden's  Point, 
on  yesterday  afternoon,  having  on  board  five  companies  of  the  4th  regiment 
of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Brevet- Maj.  W.  P.  Bainbridge. 

As  soon  as  the  means  of  transportation  can  be  procured,  after  they  shall 
have  been  landed,  they  will  be  ordered  to  take  post  at  the  most  important 
points  among  the  settlements  within  the  compass  of  fifty  miles,  to  calm 
the  fears,  and  protect,  if  necessary,  the  inhabitants  in  the  event  of  Indian 
hostilities. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Major  ConCdg  Post,    j 
Maj.-Gen.  R.  Jones, 
Adj.-Gen.  U.  S.  A. 


Port  Brooke,  E.  P. 

August  20.  1849. 
Sir  :    A  white  flag,  made  of  feathers,  with  the  symbols  used  by  Bowle|;8, 
head  chief  of  the  Seminoles ;  tobacco,  encircled  with  a  string  of  white 
beads,  was  found  yesterday,  19th  instant,  fastened  to  the  dooroiJohn  Phil- 
liper  Bermudez,  a  Spaniard,  at  Saca  Sota/        ^^ ^ 
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This  man  has  lived  on  most  friendly  terms  with  the  Indians ;  but,  having 
also  been  in  free  intercourse  wi^h  the  whites,  abandoned  his  property  at 
Saca  Sota.  On  returning,  he  found  it  unharmed,  and  the  emblem  of  peace 
on  his  door.  He  made  the  necessary  marks,  signifying  the  time  he  had 
found  the  flag,  and  his  intention  to  return  at  full  moon. 

Captain  Casey  will  accompany  him,  and  Philliper's  word  is  implicitly  to 
be  relied  on.  I  have  a  hope  that  some  information  in  regard  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  nation  will  be  gained. 

upon  the  receipt  of  this  flag,  I  determined  to  countermand  the  order  for 
the  troops  to  move  into  the  country  for  the  protection  of  the  settlements,  as 
the  move  might  tend  to  alarm  the  Indians^  and  endanger  the  safety  of 
Captain  Casey,  who  will,  in  a  very  short  time,  be  able  to  ascertain  whether 
this  flag  was  placed  at  the  door  of  fiermudez,  as  an  assurance  of  his  own 
security,  or  a  message  to  the  agent  here. 

No  mark,  other  than  those  before  mentioned,  having  been  made  to  help 
conjecture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed.)  W.  W.  MORRIS, 

Majar  V.  S.  Army, 
Maj.-6en.  R.  Jones,  Indian  Agt. 

Adjutant'Greneral  U.  S,  A,, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Palatka,  E.  Florida, 

August  23,  1840. 
Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  with'  my  company  at  this 
place,  on  the  20th  of  August,  1849. 

I  And  that  the  whole  neighborhood  abounds  in  rumors  respecting  the 
movements  of  the  Indians,  and  that  many  of  the  inhabitants,  even  north  of 
this  place,  have  abandoned  their  settlements,  and  crops,  and/^  fled  to  the 
nearest  towns ;  I  am  well  satisfied  however,  that  not  an  Indian  track  ha3 
been  seen,  although  many  have  been  reported ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  there 
is  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  tribe,  since  the 
recent  murders  at  Indian  river  and  Pease  creek,  and  those  were  the  evi- 
dent acts  of  marauders,  entirely  unathorized  by  the  chiefs. 

There  appears  to  be  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  free  the  State  entirely  from  them  ;  should 
such  also  be  the  policy  of  the  Government,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  a 
lon^  war  must  be  the  result ;  as  no  person  thinks  that  they  can  be  remov- 
ed by  peaceable  negotiations. 

Enclosed  is  a  field  return  of  my  company. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  ROLAND, 
Brevet-Major  2d  Artillery  Commanding. 
Major-Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant^Crenerol,  U,  S,  A. 


Tallahassee,  August  20,  1840. 
laving  seen  it  noticed  by  some  of  the  newspaperis. 
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much  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in  obtaining  an  interpreter,  or  other 
person  to  go  into  the  Indian  nation,  I  am  induced  to  submit  the  enclosed 
to  your  consideration,  which  I  have  recently  received  from  Col.  B.  Hop- 
kins, of  Palatka,  on  the  St.  John's  river.  Col.  Hopkins  was  formerly  a 
citizen  of  Georgia,  and  I  presume  is  well  known  to  your  Excellency.  He 
says  he  can  control  the  best  interpreter  in  Florida,  but  he  cannot'  be  in- 
duced to  go  into  the  nation,  except  with  Col.  Hopkins ;  and  I  should  sup- 
pose from  his  high  standing  as  a  gentleman,  experience  and  long  acquaint- 
ance with  Indian  character,  as  well  as  his  hardy  and  enterprising  tempera- 
ment and  firmness  of  purpose,  he  would  be  able  to  render  useful  and 
valuable  services  to  the  Government  in  any  negotiations  which  may  be 
desired  with  the  Indians  of  Florida,  and  I  snail  be  grateful  if  the  govern- 
ment should  find  it  convenient  to  employ  his  services. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THO.  BROWN. 


Kby  West,  Florida, 

September  By  1749. 
Major- General  R.  Jones, 
Adj.-General,  U.  S.  A. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  not  been  required  to  give 
assistance  to  the  settlers  on  the  Peninsula,  since  my  return  from  Cape  Flo- 
rida, July  30th.  A  few  days  subsequent  to  my  leaving  the  Cape,  the  set- 
tlers at  New  river,  and  those  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Florida,  left  their 
homes  and  came  into  Key  West,  leaving  at  the  Cape  only  the  Iight«house 
keeper. 

I  have  offered  to  establish  a  post  at  the  mouth  of  Miami,  if  the  settlers 
wish  to  return.  But  I  believe  that  they  all  expect  to  be  indemnified  by 
the  government  for  loss  of  time,  &c. 

I  have  also  offered  to  send  a  party  of  men  to  the  light-house  at  Cape 
Florida,  but  the  United  States  Collector  in  charge,  tells  me  that  he  does 
not  consider  it  necessary,  and  will  make  a  requisition  upon  me  when  he 
wishes  protection. 

If  CapL  Casey's  interview  with  the  Indians  is  not  favorable  to  peace,  I 
shall  at  once  go  to  Cape  Florida  with  a  party,  and  leave  them  in  charge  of 
a  lieutenant. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully, 

D.  N.  CONCH, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Key  West 


Telegraphic   Dispatch. 
The  following  communication  bv  telegraph  was  despatched  from  Savan- 
nah, Sept.  20th,  and  received  at  Washington,  Sept.  21st  1  o'clock  10  min. 
P.M.,  dated  Tampa  bay,  Sept.  6th,  1849. 

For  Secretary  of  War, 
Three  messengers  from  Bow-legs — five  Indians  only  connected  in  the 
murders.     Same  party  in  both  places  now  in  custody  by  the  Indian  chiefs 
to  meet  me  in  council  on  the  18th  Sept.     Charlotte  Harbor.     All  quiet. 

D.  E.  TWIGGS. 
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FoET  Bmokb,  Tampa,  E.  F. 

SepUmber  17,  1849. 
General  :  On  Saturday  eveninff  15th,  Major-Greneral  Twiggs,  with  his 
A8sist.-Adj.-6eDeraI,  Major  MachaB  and  Captain  Casey,  with  a  guard  of 
one  company  of  the  4th  Artillery,  under  Brevet-Captain  Kains,  went  in  the 
steamer  '*  Col.  Clay,"  to  Charlotte  harbor  to  meet  the  Indians  in  confer- 
ence, as  had  been  arranged  at  the  meeting  with  Bowlegs'  messenger.  The 
Elace  of  meeting  is  at  the  old  trading-house  of  Kennedy,  at  the  head  of  the 
ay,  within  the  Indian  territory. 
At  the  moment  of  his  departure,  the  general  directed  me  to  write  you,  by 
this  opportunity  (the  express  of  to-morrow  morning),  informing  you  whe- 
ther or  not  the  head-quarters  of  the  7th  infantr}%  with  five  companies  in 
the  steamer  *'  Ocean,"  had  arrived.  I  understood  him  to  say,  that  he  had 
written  to  the  seat  of  government  expressing  a  slight  degree  of  uneasiness 
on  this  subject.  That  steamer  has  not  yet  arrived,  nor  have  we  heard 
ought  of  her,  but  the  uneasiness,  though  of  course  increased  by  this  cir- 
cumstance, does  not  yet  amount  to  a  distinct  fear,  as  we  can  readily  con- 
jecture a  variety  of  causes  for  her  delay,  such  as  a  commendable  caution 
in  coasting  her  way  thither,  and  in  frequently  making  port  to  cleanse  the 
boilers — and  then  being  wind-bound  or  otherwise  detained  by  stress  of 
weather.  The  necessity  of  these  precautions  has  been  demonstrated  by 
the  fate  of  the  steamer  "  Mary  Kingsland  "  which  exploded  within  the  last 
fortnight  with  a  great  destruction  of  life  and  proper^  in  consequence  of  the 
nefflect  of  them,  and  it  is  said  that  the  master  of  the  Ocean  is  an  experienced 
and  prudent  man. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  in  the  way  of  information  of  the  state  of  things 
here.  Everything  of  course  remains  in  a  state  of  abeyance,  till  we  hear 
from  the  generaL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  GARDNER, 
Major-General  R.  Jones,  Brevet-Cohnel  ^th  ArtiUery. 

Adjut.'ChnercU. 


The  following  communication  by  telegraph,  was  despatched  from  New 
Orleans,  8  o'clock  5  min.  PJd.,  and  received  at  Washington,  4  o'clock  45 
min.  P.M.  Dated  Tampa  Bat,  iS^i^  23. 

For  Hon.  6bo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Bow-Leffs  and  the  Indian  chiefs  met  me  on  the  18th  inst.,  at  Charlotte 
harbor,  and  disclaimed  for  the  nation  any  hostile  feeling,  and  will  deliver 
the  murderers  to  justice  on  the  19th  October. 

(Signed)  D.  R  TWIGGS. 

Communicated  by  oroer, 

T.  F.  HUNT, 
Deputy  Quarter-Master-Cteneral. 


D£PABTM£NT   OF  THE   InT£EIOB, 

'Washington,  September  24,  1840. 
Sim :  As  the  offioe  of  Indian  sub- Agent  for  the  ^mf noles  in  Florida, 
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created  in  April  lest,  and  to  which  Mr.  Samuel  Spencer  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  was  appointed,  has  been  discontinued,  and  the  manaffement  of 
Indian  affiurs  in  that  State  restored  to  the  War  Department,  f  have  the 
honor  to  request  that  I  may  be  advised  of  the  address  of  the  officer  who 
may  be  detailed  for  that  service,  in  order  that  I  may  know  to  whom  to 
instruct  Mr.  Spencer  to  turn  over  the  papers,  funds,  &o.,  which  may  now 
be  in  his  possession. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING,  Secretary,  j 
Hon.  Gborqb  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HSAD-QUARTBRS,  WeSTERN   DiVISION, 

Tampa  Bat,  Flosida,  October  6,  1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  an  ordnance  officer  may  be  sent 
to  the  dep6t  at  Fort  Brooke,  Tampa. 

Two  parties  of  topographical  officers,  with  proper  instruments  for  sur- 
veying and  measuring  routes  are  also  required,  to  ffain  information  of  the 
line  running  from  Manatee  to  Indian  river.  I  will  start  two  parties  on 
this  duty^  one  from  each  side.  Posts  will  be  established  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  iocated,  from  information  thus  obtained.  The  officers  now  in  the 
field  could  well  perform  this  duty,  but  that  their  services  are  required,  with 
the  troops. 

In  my  letter  of  the  3d  inst.,  I  su^g^ted  the  mounting  of  300  men. 
Should  the  contingency  arise,  for  which  that  estimate  was  made,  I  would 
suggest  that  Major  H.  H.  Sibley,  2nd  Dragoons,  be  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  these  men.  The  men  should  be  selected  from  the  dragoon  dep6t 
if  possible,  otherwise,  the  best  and  most  active  men  from  me  general 
depdt.  The  horses  should  be  procured  by  a  competent  officer  from  the 
wast.  The  dep6t  at  St.  Louis  will  supply  condemned  dragoon  saddles, 
which  will  answer  for  this  service. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General  Orders,  No.  15;  Army 
Head  Quarters  Greneral  Orders,  War  DepaU  Nos.  45  to  40 ;  Special  Orders 
47  and  50 ;  Army  Head  Quarters  and  of  War  Department  No.  55 ;  A 
Circular  from  Head  Quarters  Army,  September  11 ;  Copy  of  the  Adjutant 
General's  letter  to  General  Towson,  of  September  10 ;  and  of  the  Assistant 
Adjutant-General's  to  Colonel  Crane,  1st  Artillery,  of  September  6th. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  E.  TWIGGS, 

Brevet  Major-General  U.  S.  A. 
Lieut-Col.  W.  G.  Frbsman, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Army,  New  York. 


Head-Quartbbs,  Wbstbkh  Division, 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida,  October  14,  1849. 
Sat:  I  have  the  honcur  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  oommunica- 
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tion  of  September  26,  and  your  dispatches  forwarded  by  Major  Jonell, 
who  reached  this  on  the  12th. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major 'General  U,  S,  A. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawfokd, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


The  following  communication,  by  telegraph,  was  despatched  from  Sa- 
vannah, 12  o'clock, —  min.,  —  M.,  and  received  at  Washington  4  o'clock, 
30  min.,  P.  M., 

Dated,  Savannah,  October  25th. 

Tampa  Bay,  October  19th. 
For  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford.  ^ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  met  the  Indians  on  the  17th, 
inst.,  three  murderers  were  given  up,  one  was  killed  and  his  hand  brought 
in,  the  fifth  escaped ;  and  the  question  of  emigration  was  submitted,  and  a 
day  appointed  for  another  meeting.     The  delegation  has  not  arrived  yet. 

D.  E.  TWIGGS. 


Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

October  26,  1849. 
General:  The  delegation  has  not  arrived.  A  negro  interpreter  "Jim 
Bowlegs,"  arrived  in  the  steam  boat  Fashion  on  the  evening  of  the  23d. 
His  pass  from  G^eneral  Belknap  is  dated  Port  Gibson,  September  23d,  1849. 
Koakoochee  was  absent  at  that  time,  and  it  was  supposed  that  on  his  re- 
turn the  delegation  would  be  appointed. 

Jim  Jumper  had  offered  to  come,  in  case  Koakoochee  should  decline,  but 
the  people  objected  to  it,  as  he  is  their  head  chief. 

The  interpreters  generally  had  refused  to  come,  and  it  was  doubtful 
whether  Gopher  John  would  consent  to  accompany  a  delegation. 

1  have  no  news  from  the  nation  yet,  but  hope  to  hear  something  before 
November  10th. 

You  will  hear  from  others  of  the  arrival  of  Captain   McDonald,  two 
Lieutenants  of  the  7th,  and  70  horses  by  the  Fashion,  &c.,  &c. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 

Captain  on  Indian  duty, 
Major-General  Twiggs, 

Commanding  Western  District, 
Head  Quarters,  Palatka,  Florida. 


■     Head  Quarters,  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  November  12,  1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  established  a  military  post,  named  Fort  Hamer,  on  the  Man- 

natee  river,  near  the  head  of  the  steamboat  navigation;  and  as  soon  as  the 

proper  buildings  are  completed  I  expect  to  remove  the  Dep6t  from  this 

post  there.     For  all  military  purposes  I  regard  the  post  on  the  Manatee  as 
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greatly  sapeHor  to  this,  and  think  that  point  should  be  the  permanent 
post. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  the  township  now  occupied  by  the  new 
post,  township  No.  85,  range  19,  be  reserved  from  sale  or  entry  for 
military  purposes.  I  have  requested  the  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Newmansvilie,  to  retain  the  foregoing  township,  until  directions  are  re- 
ceived from  the  head  of  his  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  E.  TWIGGS, 

Brevet  Major-Cfen.  U.  S,  A. 
Lieut-Col.  W.  G.  Fkseman, 
AssiHmU  Adjutant  Qtneraly 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C 

(Copy.) 
Head'Quarters,  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

November  19,  1849. 
CoLOHBi*:    I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  14th  instant,  I  took  the 
Indian  delegation  to*Fort  Chokorukla,  on  Pease  creek,  about  fifty-four  miles 
from  here ;  at  which  point  I  left  them,  returning  here  to-day. 

The  delegation  are  within  one  days'  travel  of  the  nearest  Indian  town, 
for  which  they  expect  to  start  on  the  22d  inst.  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from 
them  in  a  week  or  ten  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  V.  8.  A, 
Lieut-Col.  W.  G.  Fregmaic, 

Assist.  AdjfUant^Gen.  Hd.'Qrs.  of  the  Army, 

New  York. 


Tampa  Bat,  Floripa, 

November  19,  1849. 
Gbn KEAL :    In  obedience  to  orders  fitwi  the  War  Department,  addressed 
to  Major-General  Twiggs,  dated  September  26th,  1849, 1  received  from  Mr. 
Samuel  Spencer,  late  sub-agent,  the  books  and  papers  connected  with  In- 
dian affairs  in  this  State,  on  October  13th. 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  interprelers,  presents  to  Indians,  &c.,  &c.,  dtc, 
I  have  now  to  request,  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  funds  applicable  to 
such  purposes.  Mr.  Spencer,  1  understood,  had  some  funds  which  he 
promised  to  send  to  me  at  once ;  but  I  do  not  know  what  amount,  nor  have 
I  yet  received  any  from  him. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  in  the  event  of  any  of  the  Indians 
coming  in  to  remove  to  the  W  est,  some  one  here  should  have  authority  to 
procure  the  necessary  amount  of  gold  from  New  Orleans,  to  pay  them  be- 
fore they  embark.  They  were  promised  that  the  money  should  be  paid 
here,  and  that  I  should  witness  the  payment.  Although  the  contingency  is 
not  very  probable,  it  should  be  providra  for. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 
Maj.-Gen.  R.  Jokbs,  04i^t.  on  Special  Duty. 

AJ^Gemrai,  V.  8.  A. 
DOC.  49—6 
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Head-Qu^ners,  We$Usm  Diviikm^ 
Tampa  Bay,  FloridAi 

November  21,  1849. 
Sib  :  Two  runners  from  the  chief,  Bowless^  came  into  Chokooikla,  jres- 
terday.  The  chiefs  and  bead  men  have  held  a  council  since  my  proposal 
to  emigrate,  and  haye  determined  to  meet  me  at  the  time  appointed  in  De- 
cember. I  would  respectfully  ask  for  definite  instructions  as  to  what  I  am 
to  say  to  them.  I  think  I  now  understand  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
Department ;  but  there  may  be  some  things  that  it  might  be  thought  advis- 
able to  say  to  them,  not  yet  communicated  to  me.  I  made  them  some 
promises  in  relation  to  the  prisoners  :  can  I  sav  to  them  that  my  promise 
will  be  complied  with  or  otherwise  ?  It  is  all  important  in  the  present 
crisis  that  they  should  not  be  deceived  in  anything. 

If  anything  important  is  communicated  in  answer  to  this,  I  have  respect- 
fully to  request,  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the  mails,  that  it  be  enclosed 
to  Col.  Plympton,  at  Pilatka,  with  directions  to  forward  it  by  express. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Mqf.'Oem.  U.  S.  Army. 
llaj.-Gen.  R.  Jonbs, 

Adj'Gen.  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

(Copy  fomished  Head-Quarters  of  the  Army.) 


Head-Quarters,  Western  Divisian, 
Tampa  Bay,  Flobida, 

November  2Qy  1849. 
Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions, 
the  posts  now  established  in  this  State,  commencing  on  thie  west  side  of  the 
Penmsula  going  east. 

A  post  near  the  mouth  of  the  Manatee. 

Fort  Hamer  on  the  Manatee. 

Fort  Crawford,  fifteen  miles  ia  advance  of  Fort  Hamer,  in  diiectioii  of 
Pease  creek. 

Post  on  the  Myakka,  midway  between  Fort  Crawford  aod  Fort  Choko- 
nikla. 

Fort  Chokonikla,  on  Pease  creek. 

Fort  Fraser  on  Pease  creek. 

Fort  Gardner  on  the  Kissimmee. 

A  Post  on  Lake  Tohopekaligo. 

FortGatlin. 

Fort  Pierce,  on  Indian  river. 

Fort  Dallas,  Key  Biscaytte. 

Two  or  three  posto  between  lodiaa  river  and  Kissimme^^ 

A  ffood  bridge  has  been  erected  aonMs  Pease  creek  at  Fort  Chokonikla, 
and  the  troops  are  now  employed  on  a  temporary  road  from  the  head  of  the 
Manatee  to  Fort  Gardner  on  the  Kissunmee.  Colond  Dimick  will  open 
a  road  from  Indian  river  to  some  point  on  the  Eussimniee ;  and  after  the 
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Indian  oooncil  in  December,  I  will  establish  a  line  of  posts  trom  Choko- 
mkla  to  Kiflsimmee  direct,  if  the  country  will  permit  by  the  north  end  of 
Uke  Ist<Apoga,  for  this  purpose  reriewing  the  troops  from  Fort  Fraser,  Fort 
Grardner,  aod  Tohopekali^  I  will  also  establish  three  posts  of  two  com- 
panies each,  between  Indian  river  and  Kissimmee. 

The  country  near  Tohopekaliga,  Kissimmee,  and  the  north  end  of  lake 
htokpogfi,  has  been  a  favorite  resort  of  the  Indians,  and  is  outside  their  lim* 
its,  of  vrtitch  I  win  inform  them  in  December. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  U.  8,  A. 
Magor-Gten.  R.  Jones, 

Adj.'Oen.  of  the  Armyy 

Washington,  D.  C, 


Executive  Department,  FLoaiDA, 

Tallahassee^  JfovenJ^er  29, 1849.    , 
To  His  Excellency,  Gen.  Z.  Tatlor, 

President  of  the  United  States. 
Snt :    It  appears,  nrom  returns  made  to  the  office  of  the  Quarter-Master 
General  of  this  State,  that  the  following  companies  of  volunteers  were  called 
into  service  on  the  Indian  frontier,  in  this  State,  by  the  order  of  my  prede- 
cessor. Governor  Moseley,  on  the  occasion  of  recent  Indian  disturbances. 

From  the  County  of  Leon. 
Captain  Fisher's  company  of  mounted  men,  mustered  80th  July, 
Captain  Johnsop's  company  of  infantry,  mustered  4th  August. 

From  the  County  of  Alachna.  ^ 

C^ytain  Dili's  compahy  of  mounted  men ;  mustered  in,  8d  August 

From  the  County  ofDmvaL 
Captain  Ledwith's  company  of  mounted  men ;  mustered  in,  7th  August 

FVom  the  County  of  Columbia. 
Captain  Kniffht's  company  of  mounted  men ;  mustered  in,  7th  August 
Captain  Ellis  s  company  of  mounted  men ;  mustered  iui  Sth  August 

FVom  the  County  of  HUbiorough. 

Captain  Clark's  company  were  not  mt»tered  in,  but  drew  forage  and 
provisions  for  twenty-six  horses  and  men. 

Having  received  satisfactory  information  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  from  the  oommandinff  general  in  Florida,  that  a  sufficient  foroe  of 
United  States  troops  had  b^n  ordered  to  the  frontier  of  Florida,  and  were 
in  the  fidd  for  the  defence  of  the  settlements  and  the  protection  of  its  in- 
habitants ;  and  that  the  State  volunteers  would  not  be  mustered  into  thd 
United  States  service,  I  issued  my  general  order  of  the  first  of  October,  di- 
lecting  tham  to  be  mastered  out  of  the  State  service,  copies  of  which  I 
tranamitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War»  at  Washington,  and  to  the  general 
commanding  at  Tampa  bay. 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  troops  were  ordered  into  service  by  Governor 
Moael^y  inunediataly  on  the  intelligeace  reaching  the  capital  of  tUt 
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StatC)  of  the  murders  committed  on  someof  ourfeUow-citisens  at  their  homes, 
Tirhilst  in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  their  accustomed  occupations,  by  parties  of 
Seminole  Indians  at  Indian  river,  on  the  13th,  and  at  Pease  creek,  oa 
the  17th  of  July  last ;  and  upon  the  urgent  call  and  advice  of  some  of  the 
most  intelligent,  observing,  and  reliable  men  in  the  eastern  and  southern 
portions  of  this  State ;  men  well  acquainted  with  Indian  character  and 
habits,  and  who  considered  their  acts  of  outrage  as  indicating  a  spirit  of 
determined  hostility,  which  would  soon  manifest  itself  in  a  general  destruc- 
tion of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens  upon  the  whole  line  of  our 
exposed  and  defenceless  frontier,  and  would  soon  extend  to  the  more  densely 
populated  settlements,  and  that  ^at  and  irreparable  injury  would  be  done» 
unless  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  measures  were  taken  by  the  authori- 
ties of  this  State,  to  place  upon  the  frontier  a  sufficient  force  to  i^pel  the 
incursions  of  these  marauding  savages,  and  keep  them  in  check  until  the 
government  of  the  United  States  could  order  into  this  State,  and  on  the  ex- 
posed and  unprotected  Indian  frontier  of  Florida,  a  military  force  sufficient 
to  ensure  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  border  settlements. 

So  sudden  and  unexpected  were  these  outbreaks,  occurring  within  a  few 
days  of  each  other,  at  very  distant  points  on  the  Atlantic  and  on  the  GulC 
that  a  general  panic  was  created.  The  people  were  flying  from  their  homes 
to  hastily-thrown-up  defences,  or  escaping  as  best  they  could  from  the  im- 
pending danger.  The  inhabitants  of  one  settlement,  including  men,  women, 
and  children,  who  had  the  advantage  of  escaping  b^  water,  reached  the 
city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  the  most  distressing  and  pitiable  condition,  which 
called  forth  the  commiseration  of  the  citizens,  in  a  general  town-meeting, 
and  after  a  full  investigation  had  before  the  United  States  judge  for  the 
northern  district  of  Florida,  it  was  determined  to  communicate  the  facts, 
and  call  upon  the  executive  of  the  State  for  a  force  which  would  insure 
immediate  protection  to  the  exposed  and  defenceless  frontier.  Judge  Bron- 
aon^says,  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Moseley  :  "All  this  seems  to  put  it  beyond 
ouestion  that  the  rising  is  general,  and  that  all  the  Indians  are  engaged  in 
the  hostilities ;  and  hence  the  most  vigorous  and  prompt  measures  seem 
neoessary.  How  large  a  force  should  be  called  out,  is  a  point  which  I  do 
not  feel  myself  competent  to  decide ;  but  I  apprehend  that  from  five  hun- 
dred to  a  thousand  men,  would  by  no  means  be  too  many."  And  Mr. 
Senator  Yulee  says,  in  a  letter  written  to  Governor  Moseley,  on  the  same 
occasion :  **  Mv  advice  to  you  is,  to  throw  into  the  field  at  once,  a  regirrfent 
of  infantry  and  one  of  horsemen^  to  afibrd  a  complete  cover  to  the  settle- 
ments." 

Such  are  the  circumstances  under  which  my  predecessor  called  the  State 
volunteers  into  service,  on  ttie  Indian^  frontier,  with  instmciions  to  the 
officers  not  to  penetrate  into  the  Indian  reserve,  but  to  afibrd  protection 
to  the  settlements  until  a  sufficient  force  of  United  States  troops  could  be 
brought  to  their  relief. 

.  It  was  expected  that  the  volunteers  of  this  State,  called  out  under  such 
oircumstances,  would  have  been  mustered  into  the  United  States  service. 
But  such  not  having  been  the  case,  it  became  my  duty. upon  receiving  in- 
formation that  the  United  States  had  a  sufficient  military  force  on  the  frontier 
for  the  protection  of  the  settlements,  to  order  them  out  of  service.  And  it 
becomes  equally  now  mv  duty  to  urge  upon  the  government  ofthe  United 
States  the  obligation  which  it  is  under,  not  only  to  make  provision  ibr 
thejpay  and  sustenance  of  the  volunteers  thus  ordered  into  service,  to  per- 
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form  a  duty  aod  render  a  protection  to  the  frontier  settlement  which  the 
general  government  had  stipulated  to  perform ;  but  to  ask  also  that  adequate 
provision  may  be  made  for  all  losses  sustained  by  our  citizens  from  Indian 
disturbances  in  Florida,  and  compensation  and  support  for  the  inhabitant! 
CD  the  frontier,  who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  reoent  Indian 
outbreak,  and  forced  to  seek  shelter  and  protection  in  forts  and  stockades, 
which  they  have  been  compelled  to  build  and  defend  ;  and  that  all  those 
who  performed  such  duties  may  be  considered  in  service,  and  allowed  pay 
in  accordance  with  the  militia  law  of  this  State,  which  provides,  that  ''  if  a 
sadden  invasion  or  insurrection  shall  take  place,  or  be  made  or  threatened 
on  any  portion  of  the  State,  the  commandins;  officer  of  the  militia,  or  anp 
portion  thereof  adjacent  thereto,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  en- 
joined to  order  out  the  militia  under  his  command,  to  repel  or  suppress  the 
mme ;  and  troops  thus  ordered  into  service,  shall  be  subject  to,  and  gov- 
erned by,  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  same  while 
so  in  service." 

These  are  believed  to  be  just  demands  which  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
urge  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  I  engage  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  the  more  cheerfully  and  confidently  irom  the  persuasion  that 
your  Excellency  understands  all  the  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  remnant  of  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians  in  Florida,  and 
the  obligations  upon  the  authorities  of  the  Federal  Government  to  keep 
them  under  proper  restraints  and  control ;  which  placcfs  them  in  a  position 
in  r^ard  to  the  State  of  Florida,  differing  from  the  relations  of  any  of  the 
other  tribes  of  Indians  in  regard  to  the  ouier  states  of  this  Union,  and  win 
cordially  co-operate  with  me  in  pressing  upon  Congress,  the  necessity,  on 
principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  of  making  some  immediate  provision  for 
these  objects. 

By  the  treaty  of  Payne's  landing,  concluded  the  9th  of  May,  1832 — it  was 
stipulated  that  **  the  Seminole  Indians  relinquish  to  the  United  States,  all 
claims  to  the  lands  they  at  present  occupy  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  and 
agree  to  emigrate  to  the  country  assigned  to  the  Creeks  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  that  they  "  will  remove  within  three  years  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  this  agreement."  Therefore,  their  removal,  by  the  provisions  of 
that  treaty  should  have  been  accomplished  by  the  month  of  May,  1835. 
But  some  difficulty  occurring  in  regard  to  their  removal.  General  Clinch 
agreed  to  a  postponement  until  the  month  of  November  of  that  year,  and 
finally  they  refused  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  the 
war  ensued ;  and  continued  under  various  circumstances,  greatly  to  the 
injury  of  the  people  of  Florida,  until  the  pacification  entered  into  by  Gen. 
Worth  in  1842. 

It  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  in  all  of  these  arrangements, 
the  people  of  Florida  had  no  voice  or  agency,  althou^  the  party  most 
deeply  interested  in  these  consequences  and  results.  Living  as  they  were, 
under  a  Territorial  form  of  Government,  they  could  look  only  to  the 
United  States  for  protection  and  justice.  The  treaty  for  the  removal  of 
the  Indians,  which  resulted  in  a  bloody  and  destructive  war,  long  to  be  re* 
membered  by  the  settlers  and  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida,  was 
a  measure  of  the  general  government,  dictated  as  well  by  considerations  of 
pecuniary  benefits  as  of  general  policy ;  by  the  emigration  which  the  re- 
moval  of  the  Indians  from  Florida,  was  calculated  to  encourage,  and  conse- 
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quently  the  demand  which  it  would  create  for,  and  the  enhanced  yalne  which 
it  would  give  to  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  Florida,  and  therefore, 
became  to  these  pioneers  and  purchasers  of  the  public  domain  in  the 
wilderness,  an  important  consideration  in  the  contract,  which  they  had,  and 
have  a  right  to  call  upon  the  general  government  in  good  faith  and  justice 
to  fulfill.  And  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  temporary  arrangement 
which  was  made  by  G^eneral  Worth  for  the  Indians  remaining  in  Florida, 
was  likewise  done  for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, without  consulting  the  interests  of  the  people  of  FlorUa.  For  it  will 
not  be  contended  that  the  United  States  had  not  the  power  to  compel  the 
whok  of  the  Seminole  Indians  to  comply  with  their  part  of  the  treaty  of 
Payne's  landing.  The  Hon.  John  C.  Spencer,  Secretary  of  War,  in  a 
letter  to  Major-General  Scott,  dated  10th  May,  1642,  says,  "  anxious  to 
curtail  the  extraordinary  expenses  incident  to  the  warfare^  and  sincerely 
desirous  of  promoting  peace,  the  President  directs  that  Colonel  Worth  be 
authorized,  as  soon  as  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  declare  that  hostilitief 
against  the  Indians  in  Florida  have  ceased,  and  that  they  will  not  be  re- 
newed unless  provoked  by  new  aggressions  on  their  part  But  it  is  deem- 
ed advisable  that  a  force  equal  to  at  least  two  regiments,  be  retained  to  form 
a  cordon  or  line  of  protection,  for  the  frontier  settlements.  The  action  of 
Congress  will  he  invoked  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  territory y  by  the  set* 
tlement  of  our  citizens  there,  and  offering  to  them  inducements  for  such  set- 
tlements by  gratuities  of  land,  by  allowing  them  rations  for  subsistence  and 
by  the  loan  of  arms.  And  accordingly,  by  a  general  order,  dated,  '*  Cedar 
Keys,  14th  August,  1842 — ^It  is  hereby  announced  that  hostilities  with  the 
IncUans  within  this  territory  have  ceased."  "  The  lands  thus  temporarily 
assigned  as  their  planting  and  hunting  grounds,  are  within  the  followinff 
boundaries,"  &c.  "  The  foregoing  arrangements  are  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States."  In  all  of  these  ar- 
rangements, the  people  of  Florida,  who  were  more  immediately  and  vitally 
interested  in  all  the  consequences  which  resulted  from  them,  had  no  voice. 
The  petitions  and  remonstrances  of  their  Territorial  Legislature  were  un- 
heeded. Nor  were  the  stipulations  of  the  United  States  Government  ever 
complied  with.  The  "  two  regiments  were  not  retaiiMl."  No  "  cordon  or 
line  of  protection  for  the  frontier  settlements"  was  ever  established.  The 
citizens  to  whom  inducements  had  been  held  out  to  form  such  settlements, 
were  left  in  the  wilderness  to  which  they  had  been  invited  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  under  the  most  solemn  assurances  of  protection, 
and  ample  provision  for  their  security  and  defence,  and  whose  guest  they 
were,  unprovided  for,  by  the  side  of  their  savage  neighbors,  who  but  a  short 
time  before,  had  been  burnine  their  houses,  and  muraering  their  wives  and 
children.  Had  the  cordon  of  posts  ever  been  established  at  proper  points 
as  promised,  the  settlers  would  have  had  places  to  nJly  upon,  in  case  of 
danger  or  alarm,  and  greater  confidence  would  have  been  inspired.  But 
in  this  they  were  sadly  deceived.^  No  troops  were  retained  for  their  de- 
fence and  protection,  a  company  or  so  were  stationed  at  Tampa  bay  and 
St.  Augustine,  but  too  remote  from  the  Indian  border  to  be  ceiled  a  pro- 
tection, and  even  those  troops,  during  the  Mexican  war,  were  withdrawn 
from  the  State,  and  only  one  company  of  Florida  volunteers  remained  at 
Tampa  bay.  Whilst  the  Indians  were  permitted  to  trade  at  will  to  that 
poet,  and  to  purchase  ammunition  without  restraint,  and  of  course,  had 
every  opportunity  afforded  them  to  see  the  defenceless  condition  of  the 
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froatier  settlements.  And  mareo7er,  the  neutral  ground  which  was  to 
have  been  provided,  between  the  Indian  reflerre  and  the  nettlements,  was  not 
veapeeted ;  tmt  was  run  out  by  parties  of  United  States  surveyors,  down 
to  the  Indian  border,  and  in  some  instances  over  it — and  sales  of  land  were 
made,  all  of  which  was  well  calculated  to  provoke  the  Indians  to  acts  of 
aggression  and  violence,  and  to  endanger  the  safety  and  serenity  of  the 
footier  settlements,  which  the  United  States  Government  was  bound  to 
protect  and  d^nd» 

The  territorial  government  repeatedly  urged  this  state  of  things,  upon 
the  attention  of  tm  authorities  of  the  general  government,  but  its  com- 
plaints and  remonstrances  were  not  regarded,  and  since  the  formation  of 
the  state  government,  not  a  year  has  passed,  that  these  subjects  have  not 
been  pressed  in  the  strongest  terms,  upion  the  consideration  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  upon  Congress,  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  and 
by  reeobKions  of  the  Greneral  Assembly.  At  the  first  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  as  early  as  the  lOth  of  July,  1845,  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted,  urging  upon  the  President  and  upon  Con- 
gress, a  consideration  of  the  unprotected  condition  of  the  frontier  settle- 
ments, and  their  claims  for  losses  sustained  by  Indian  depredations.  They 
say,  **  We  regard  it  as  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  important  of  the  duties 
devolved  on  us,  as  an  independent  member  of  the  Union,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  losses  sustained  by  the  inhabitants  during  the  late 
cnid  and  desolating  Seminole  war,  to  their  just  claims  for  indemnification 
from  the  government  for  these  losses/'  And  Governor  Moseley  in  his 
message  to  the  General  Assembly  in  November  1845,  says,  **  The  covem- 
roent  ^i  the  United  States  is  surely  bound  by  every  consideration  of  justice 
and  humanity,  to  make  early  provision  for  the  losses  sustained  by  this  un* 
fortanate  portion  of  our  citizens.  The  policy  of  the  Federal  Government 
in  heretofore  permitting  this  tribe  of  Indians  to  remain  in  our  territorial 
limits,  not  only  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Payne's  landing,  ratified  more 
tium  ten  years  ago,  but  in  the  face  of  subsequent  engagements,  solemnly 
renewed  and  treacherously  violated  on  their  part  under  circumstances  of 
a^ravated  perfidy  and  cruelty,  is  a  subject  to  which  my  attention  has  not 
ontreqaently  been  directed  since  your  late  adjournment.  It  is  to  me  a 
source  of  unfeiraed  regret  that  the  policy  of  the  government  in  regard  to  the 
emigration  of  Uie  Indians,  prompted  as  the  measure  was,  not' only  by  dic- 
tates of  humanity  to  this  people,  but  as  an  act  of  justice,  should  not  have 
been  carried  out  in  regard  to  the  Seminoles."  In  October  of  the  same 
year,  Governor  Moseley,  in  a  letter  to  President  Polk,  complains  of  the  hos- 
tile disposition  of  the  Indians,  and  the  defenceless  situation  of  the  frontier 
settlements.  Again,  in  1846  and  1847,  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
Indians  and  remuneration  to  our  citizens  for  losses  sustained,  is  stronsly 
urged  upon  the  President  and  Congress,  by  the  Governor,  and  by  resdu- 
tions  of  the  General  Assembly.  And  in  November  1848.  the  Governor  in 
his  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  presses  this  subject  with  force  upon 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  says,  "  to  obtain  a  speedy  as  well  as 
peaceable  removal  of  this  remnant  of  that  once  powerful  tribe,  is  doubtless 
the  anxious  desire  of  the  people  of  this  state."  "  Any  measures  however, 
which  shall  be  adopted,  with  the  view  of  inducing  the  Indians  to  migrate, 
may  terminate  in  war,  and  hence  before  any  steps  are  taken  towards  nego- 
tiation, a  large  and  efficient  military  force  should  be  thrown  upon  the  Ime 
dividing  the  white  settlements  and  the  Indian  reservation,  and^should  the 
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General  GovemmeDt  not  imraediateljr  attend  to  'an  urffant  request  for  their 
removal,  it  is  belieyed  such  a  force  is  now  demanded  to  restrain  the  In- 
dians within  their  prescribed  boundary,  and  from  acts  of  violence,  and  to 
afford  quiet  to  the  alarms  of  our  citizens  and  security  to  their  property." 
Bo  that  it  can  be  clearly  and  conclusively  sho^^n,  that  the  people  of  Flori- 
da  have  at  all  times  looked  to  the  Greneral  Government  as  Dound  to  efiect 
the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  Payne's  landing,  and  the  treaty  subseauently  confirmed  and  per* 
^ted  at  Fort  Gibson,  for  their  removal  to  the  West,  and  to  furnish  a  force 
Sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  settlements,  and  to  keep  the  In- 
dians in  proper  subjection  until  that  should  be  effected. 

But  I  cannot  believe  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  accumulate  authori- 
ties and  arguments  to  establish  these  points.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  admits  them.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  from  Florida  has  merely 
been  suspended  to  suit  the  oonvenience  of  the  government,  never  aban* 
doned.  And  the  most  energetic  arrangements,  f  am  assured,  are  now  in 
progress  for  their  immediate  removal.  And  as  it  regards  protection  to  tlie 
settlements,  the  authorities  of  the  government  at  Washington  had  full  official 
information  of  their  weak,  defencdess  situation  from  their  peculiar  position ; 
and  planned  and  prami$ed  ample  protection,  which  was  never  furnished. 
General  Worth,  in  a  letter  dated  I7th  November,  1843,  says,  **  All  have 
visited  Tampa  except  a  few  of  the  very  a^ed,  but  in  parties  of  ten  or  fifteen 
only.  These  apprehensions  under  the  policy  pursued  will  soon  wear  away 
"When,  if  considered  advisable,  advantage  mav  be  taken  of  a  favorable  occa- 
siou  to  send  off  the  whole ;  precipitancy  will  occasion  much  and  vexatious 
difficulty.  When  done  it  must  be  thoroughly  and  effectually  done^^for  if  ten 
of  those  warriors  remained  maddened  to  a  spirit  of  hostility,  they  would 
suffice  to  break  up  and  scatter  the  entire  line  of  new  settlements  although 
tenfold  their  number,  which  although  composed  of  occupants  under  the 
armed  occupancy  bill,  have  neither  weapons,  nor  the  disposition  to  use 
them,  not  one  in  ten  appearing  with  arms  of  any  description.^'  With  theae 
facts  communicated  by  a  distinguished  and  experieqced  officer  in  command 
who  well  acquainted  with  the  Indians  and  the  natuile  of  the  country  occu- 
pied by  the  settlers  **  under  the  armed  occupance  bill "  who  had  been 
induced  by  the  offers  and  promises  of  the  general  government  to  settle  in 
the  wilderness,  yet  nothing  was  done  for  their  security  and  protection.  No 
troops  were  furnished,  no  posts  estaUished  on  which  the  sparse  settlements 
could  rally  for  safety  in  case  of  danger.  And  when  the  evil  day  came, 
and  they  were  driven  from  their  homes,  they  had  to  build  for  tliemselves 
hastily  constructed  defences  into  which  their  wives  and  children  were 
huddled  together  without  scarcely  a  covering  to  shelter  them  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather;  and  where,  I  am  assured,  manv  yet  remain 
under  circumstances  of  suffering  and  privation  of  the  most  heart-rending 
description.  Forced  to  abandon  their  crops  before  they  were  matured  or 
could  be  secured,  and  having  exhausted  the  scanty  supplies  which  they 
were  enabled  to  secure  in  their  flight,  many  must  be  reduced  to  a  state 
bordering  on  starvation,  unless  the  federal  government,  as  it  is  in  duty 
bound,  shall  afford  them  immediate  relief.  And  I  feel  the  necessity  the 
more  imperiously  forced  upon  me,  to  urge  this  subject  upon  the  attention 
of  Congress,  as  by  the  system  of  biennial  sessions  adopted  by  this  state 
there  will  not  be  a  session  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  for  a  year 
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jet  to  come»  who  could  more  ably  vindtoate  the  rights  of  th^  immediate 
constituents  than  I  am  able  to  do. 

I  trust  that  your  excellency,  impressed  with  a  sense  of  its  importance  and 
justice,  will  make  this  communication  the  subject  of  a  special  message  to 
Congress  at  an  early  day  of  the  session. 
With  assurances  of  my  high  respect  and  consideration, 
I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THO.  BROWN. 


HiSAD-QuARTERS,  WbBTERN    DiVISION, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  ^ 
December  3,  1849. 
Sot :  If  it  can  be  ascertained,  I  would  like  to  know  what  is  charged,  as 
having  been  paid  (and  by  whom  paid)  to  the  following  named  chiefs  at  the 
last  emiffrtUiorij  viz. :  A-hal-loh  Tustenuggee  or  HaTlech  Tustenuggee,  a 
Mickasomee  chief  (now  the  chief  of  the  Arkansas  delegation).  JE^ne^ka- 
tUok-kee  Emaihla  (Tallahassee  Indians),  Alligator  or  Hal-pattoh-hadjoy  or 
En-faw-la  Mick-ko  (M ickasuhee  Indian),  Os-oo-chesy  Emathla  (Tallahassee 
Indians),  Morris,  negro  interpreter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  E.  TWIGGS, 

Brevet  Maj.'Cren,  U.  S.  A, 
Hon.  G.  W,  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Wa.shington  City,  D.  C. 

Head-Quarters,  Western  Division, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 
December  10,  1849. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
received  from  Captain  Casey,  and  dated  Choksnikia,  Dec.  8. 

**  On  the  evening  of  the  6th  a  runner  came  in  and  announced  the  ap- 
proach of  Kapiktsootsee,  the  principal  sub-chief  of  the  Mikkasookes,  From 
a  conversation  with  this  runner,  I  learned  that  the  Indians  will  probably 
not  attend  on  the  15th.  He  added  that  the  chief  Bowlegs  was  told  by  the 
form^rjunner  (Hoithly  wahlee)  who  was  here  on  Nov.  20th,  that  I  would 
meet  nun  on  Caloosa-iIcUchee  before  the  15th  Dec.,  &c.,  &c. 

**  No  such  talk  was  given  or  sent  by  Hoithly  wahlee,  and  this  was  a 
mere  excuse. 

••  Kapiktsootsee,  after  much  talk,  finally  told  me  that  he  did  not  think  the 
chieb  would  attend  the  council  here,  that  they  dare  not  trust  themselves 
here,  and  that  Sam  Jones  and  others  had  made  a  strong  law.  Hci  Kapikt- 
tootsee,  says  he  will  go  to  the  west,  and  bring  as  many  of  his  people  as  he 
can  get.  I  gave  him  a  horse  to  go  out  with,  and  he  left  this  evemng  after 
dusk.  He  will  return  as  soon  as  possible,  his  home  and  people  being  four 
days  distant.  When  he  returns  he  wants  a  strong  party  of  cavalry  to  ac- 
company him  and  meet  his  people,  to  protect  them  and  escort  them  in. 

"  1  have  solemnly  promised  him  in  your  name  and  my  own,  that  the 
money  promised  shall  be  paid  to  him  and  his  people  in  gold  before  they 
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embark,  and  that  we  will  pay  the  white  people  for  their  claims  on  the 
negroes  captured  during  the  war,  and  now  in  possession  of  the  Indians. 

"I  beg  leave  at  this  critical  time  to  invite  your  special  attention  to 
another  matter  of  great  importance.  Settlers  are  coming  down  in  num- 
bers to  this  neutral  belt*  in  violation  of  our  treaty  with  the  Indians,  and 
the  express  orders  of  the  executive,  in  order  to  select  the  best  lands,  before 
their  more  scrupulous  neighbors  can  come.  Some  of  them  may  defeat  the 
negotiations  going  on." 

I  will  be  on  Peas  creek  myself  by  the  15th  inst. 

Such  funds  t^  may  be  paid  to  the  Indians,  I  do  not  wish  placed  in  my 
hands,  but  so  placed  that  they  may  be  under  my  control,  and  not  one  dol- 
lar paid  except  under  my  directions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.E.  TWIGGS. 

Brevet  Maj.-Chn. 
Hon.  Gbo«  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Treasury  Dbpartmbvt, 
Comptroller's  Offics, 
December  14, 1849. 
Hon.  George  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Sir  :  \  have  to  inform  you  that  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Treas- 
ury, with  the  concurrence  of  the  First  Comptroller,  and  to  carry  out  the 
5 revisions  of  the  treaty  made  at  Paine's  landing,  in  Florida,  on  the  9th 
lay,  1892,  for  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, I  have  caused  the  amount  of  the  balances  which  remained  unex- 
pended on  the  30th  of  June,  1847,  of  all  the  appropriations  for  this  purpose, 
amounting  to  $152,249  94,  which  sum  was  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  to 
be  restor^  on  the  books  of  the  treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the  aforesaid  ap- 
propriation, for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  of  the  treaty 
above  mentioned. 

Most  respectfully  yours,* 

ELISHA  WHITTLESEY. 
'*  For  fulfilling  treaties  with  Florida  Indians." 


Head-Quarters,  Western  Division^ 

Chokkonickla,  Florida, 

December  15,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
28th  and  30th  ult.     The  day  appointed  for  the  assembling  of  the  Indians  at 
this  place  has  passed,  and  none  have  made  their  appearance. 

From  information  previously  received,  I  had  teen  led  to  expect  this 
result,  and  augur  from  it  nothing  prejudicial  to  the  hopes  I  had  formed  of 
the  ultimate  success  of  the  plan  of  emigration.  As  a  nation,  the  Indians 
could  not  be  brought  to  attend  a  council  in  which  they  feared  a  final  de- 
termination for  removal  would  be  announced. 
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I  am  expecting  KajnthsoolMe,  the  principal  sub-chief  of  Sam  Jones,  on 
the  18tb,  until  which  time  I  will  remain  here,  and  hope  to  make  an  agree- 
ment with  him  for  the  removal  of  some  families. 

But  one  member  of  the  delegation,  the  brother  of  Asunera,  has  been  into 
the  nation,  and  report  says  his  return  will  be  resisted  by  Asunera ;  the 
yonng  man,  however,  left  all  his  clothes,  &c.  in  camp  here  and  said  he  was 
determined  to  return. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  E.  TWIGGS. 
Brevet  MaJ.^Oen.  U.  S.  A. 
Hon.  Gbg.  W.  Grawfobd, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Washington. 


(Copy^_ 


ISPABTMBNT  OF  THB  InTBBIOB, 

Officb  of  Indian  Affaibs, 
December  15,  1849. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  from  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  of  your  letter  to  him  of  the  4th  instant,  enclosing  the 
copy  of  one  from  (/apt.  J.  C.  Casey,  and  agreeable  to  vour  request,  have 
this  day  issued  a  requisition  in  favor  of  dapt.  Casey  for  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  ^910,000)  to  be  applied  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians  from  Florida. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Grawfobo, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Washington,  Dec.  21,  1840. 

Sir  :  The  recent  outbreak  of  the  Indians  in  Florida  was  attended  with 
considerable  injury  to  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  state.  Messrs.  Ken- 
nedy  and  Darling  and  others  on  the  Gulf  side,  and  Russell,  Barker,  and 
others  on  the  Atlantic  side,  suffered  serious  pecuniary  damage.  For  these 
losses  undoubtedly  the  Indians  are  liable^  and  shoula  be  required  to  make 
indemnity. 

We  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  call  the  subject  to  your  attention,  and 
to  request  that  in  whatever  negotiations  may  be  had  with  the  Indians  a 
provision  for  the  reimbursement  to  these  individuals  of  the  amount  of  their 
several  losses  will  be  insisted  upon. 

We  are  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

D.  L.  YULEE, 

E.  C.  CABELL, 
JACKSON  MORTON. 

His  Excellency  Z.  Tatlob, 
President  of  the  U.  8. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


[  40  ]  76 

HBAD-QlTARTKfte,   WesTEEN  DiVISIOW, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 
December  22,  1849- 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tranfimit  a  sketch  of  the  country,  along  which 
Che  Indian  reserve,  from  Peas  creek  to  the  Kissimmee,  runs. 

From  this  sketch  you  will  see  the  difficulty  I  have  had  in  locating  the 
desired  line  of  posts,  the  map  from  the  topographical  bureau  having  laid 
down  the  river  far  south  of  its  true  position.  Examination  of  the  country 
has  removed  the  difficulty  and  the  troops  are  moving  rapidly  to  their 
positions. 

On  the  18th  I  was  visited  by  the  chief  of  the  Tallahassee^,  and  he  is  now 
making  his  preparations  to  remove  his  people  to  the  west. 
I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Maj.-Cren.  U.  S.  A. 
Lieut.-Col.  W.  Freeman, 
Assist,  Adjutant'Gfeneraly 
Head-Quarters  of  the  Army,. New  York,  N.  Y. 


<s 
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lEPARTlilENT  OP  THE  INTERIOR, 

Washington,  December  2!7, 1849. 
Sir  :   I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  24th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  such  of  the  Indians,  in  Florida,  as  may 
surrender  for  emigration. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  will  be  directed  to  adopt  the  requi- 
site measures  to  place  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Captain  Casey,  Tampa  bay,  as  you  request. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion,  that  specific  instructions  respecting 
the  application  and  disbursement  of  that  money,  emanate  from  this  Depart- 
ment, I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  September,  and  to 
state,  that  according  to  mv  understanding  of  the  arrangement  from  that 
date,  the  management  of  the  Indians,  in  Florida,  was  restored  to  the  W^ 
Department,  and  that  as  a  consequence,  all  instructions  pertaining  to  the 
subject  of  their  emigration  would  very  properly  be  given  by  you  or  by  your 
direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING, 
Secretary. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Head-Quarters y  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  December  29,  1849. 
Sir  :    Sinoe  my  last  communication,  several  chief  men  of  the  Seminoles 
have  visited  the  post  on  Pea  river,  to  see  the  agent  and  the  delegation,  and 
to  trade. 

No  distinct  reply  to  the  propositions  of  the  government  has  been  made, 
but  they  have  consented  to  receive  the  delegation  as  friends  and  visitors. 

The  chiefs  having  failed  to  attend  the  council  to  which  they  were  in* 
vited,  on  December  15th,  I  stopped  all  trade,  and  have  since  received  prom- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


T7  [^1 

ues  that  they  will  keep  open  a  free  andooiifi4eDtial  iatercourse,  so  necessary 
for  the  security  of  the  frontier ;  when  properly  assured  of  this,  I  will  reopen 
the  trade,  except  in  munitions  of  war.  Those  most  averse  to  emigrate,  seem 
anxious  to  preserve  the  peace. 

With  my  present  information,  I  still  hope  that  small  parties  will  from  time 
to  time  come  in  to  emigrate,  and  this  must  be  a  work  of  time. 

Here  I  woidd  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  the 
mooey,  in  gold,  ready  to  show  and  pay  to  them,  as  promised,  before  em* 
harkation.  Their  confidence  has  been  impaired,  and  every  possible  demon* 
stration  should  be  made  to  restore  it 

I  have  to  day  given  orders  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  in  Charlotte's 
harbor,  on  St  Joseph's  Island,  without  the  Indian  boundary,  with  the  double 
object  of  preventing  illicit  intercourse  and  increasing  my  own  opportunities 
of  communicating . 

I  will  also  cause  a  steamer  to  ply  in  the  waters  of  this  harbor  and  the 
Cartoolahatche,  to  keep  away  intruders  and  traders. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Very  respectfully, 

1  our  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Ma^.^Oen.  U,  8.  A. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


EXECUTIVB   DfiPAaTMBNT,  FhORUiAy 

Tallahassee,  January  8,  1850. 
The  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War,  4^., 
Sir  :  Yours  of  the  14th  ultimo  I  have  received,  and  in  accordance  with 
your  request,  I  now  forward  to  you,  copies  of  the  muster  and  pay-rolls  and 
abstracts  of  accounts  for  subsistence,  &c.,  for  the  information  of  Congress, 
in  respect  to  the  amount  which  may  be  necessary  to  be  appropriated  to  in- 
demnify the  State  of  Florida  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  recent  out- 
break of  the  Seminole  Vidians*  But  there  are  some  accounts  for  subsist- 
ence for  the  troopi^  which  have  not  yet  been  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the 
Quarter-Master  General ;  and  there  ave  several  companies  on  the  frontier, 
which  performed  duty  under  the  militia  laws  of  tbk  State,  but  were  not 
r^ulariy  mustered  into  servipe,  and  have  yet  made  no  returns.  So  that  I 
should  think  an  appropriation  by  Coi^ess  of  $100,000  would  cover  the 
whole  of  this  class  of  claims. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  BROWN. 


Office  Adjutant  and  iNSPBOToa-GBNEmAi.  Florida  Miutia, 

T ALLAH A88E,  Jouuary  S,  1860 J^  *' 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  to  you,  herewith,  coihcs  of  the  muster- 
rolls  of  the  following  companies^  serving  under  the  orders  of  His  Excellency, 
Governor  Moseley»  in  the  defence  o(  the  frontier  against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, viz, : — 
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Captain  Ledwkh's  company. 
Knight's  do. 

Ellis^s  do. 

<'        Barbee's  do. 

"        Clarke's      •      do. 
"        Fisher's  do. 

Also  duplicate  originals  of  the  following  muster-rolls,  vis. : — 
Captain  Dill's  company. 
"       Johnson's  do,> 
to  be  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance 
of  the  requisition  made  upon  your  Excellency.    Duplicate  originals  have 
been  iumished  in  every  instance  in  which  they  existed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  L.  A.  THOMPSON. 

His  l^Doellency,  Thomas  Bbown, 

TaUmhassee. 


Tampa  Bat,  Florida, 

January  7,  1850. 
GsHaRAt :  1  have  received  notice,  through  General  Twi^,  that  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War  had  made  (on  December  24th,  1849,)  a  requisition  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  placed  in  my 
bands. 

Will  you  please  to  ask  the  Department  to  instruct  the  Assistant  Treasu- 
rer, in  iNew  Orleans,  to  furnish  me  with  gold.  ^ 

The  bulk  and  weight  of  silver  render  it  unsafe  for  me  to  transport  and 
keep,  and  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  families  of  Indians  would,  in  silver,  be 
too  bulky  for  safety. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 
Captain  U.  S.  A.  4^., 

Special  Agent  Seminolei. 
MMor-Gen.  R.  Jonbs, 
At^utani'Oeneral  JL  A.  Dept. 

Dbpartmbnt  or  ths  Inteeior, 

Washington,  January  lOfft,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  on  th^  application  of  John  C.  Casey — 
inck)6ed  in  your  communication  to  me  of  the  4th  instant — for  a  per  diem 
allowantce  to  cover  his  expenses,  while  performing  the  duties  of  an  In- 
dian  asent,  and  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  granted.  The  amount  of 
which,  however,  to  be  fixed  whto  he  shall  indicate  to  this  department 
the  nrobaUe  extent  of  his  daily  expanses  and  their  nature ;  or  he  will 
be  allowed  his  actual  expenses  mcurred  from  day  to  day,  while  engaged 
on  the  special  duty  committed  to  him,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
department,  under  a  decision  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War — ^referred  to 
in  the  report  of  the  conomissioner. 

I  have  the  h<mor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Hon.  Gao.  W.  Crawvord,  T.  EWING,  Secretary. 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Dbpabtment  or  thb  Interiok, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Jan.  14^  1850. 
Sim :   The  letter  of  General   Twiggs,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  referred  by 
you  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  has  been  by  him  referred  to  this 
office. 

For  your  present  information  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  one  hun- 
dred  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  (•110,000)  has  already  been  remitted  to 
Captain  Casey,  and  that  a  balance  of  942,249  94,  yet  remains  applicable 
to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Seminole  Indians  yet  remaining  in 
Florida. 

Assuming  your  estimate  of  $215,000,  as  a  basis,  the  above  sums  will 
leave  a  deficit  of  some  63,000  dollars,  for  which  an  early  appropriation 
will  be  asked. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
HoxL  Geo.  W.  Cbawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Head-Quarters  Western  Division, 

Chokkonichla,  Fla.,  Jan,  10,  1850. 
Sni :    I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Bowlegs  the  Seminole  chief 
has  been  at  this  place  for  several  days.    He  says  he  will  remain  until  aJi 
questions  in  which  his  people  are  concerned  are  disposed  of. 

I  have  thus  far  left  him  to  the  influence  of  the  delegation,  hoping  that 
their  accounts  of  his  wealth  and  position  in  the  west,  may  induce  him  to 
listen  more  favorably  to  my  urgent  demands  for  the  removal  of  himself  and 
pewle. 

This  is  the  first  opportunity,  the  delegation  has  had  of  trpne  its  influence 
with  these  people.  The  state  of  thines  was  such,  that  the  delegates  feared 
to  enter  th^  nation,  and  being  myself  impressed  with  the  great  danger  to 
which  such  a  course  would  have  subjected  them,  I  would  not  urge  it. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  map  showinsr  the  position  of  the  troops  on  the  line 
from  Manatee  to  Indian  river.  Irie  red  dotted  line  marks  the  Indian 
boundary.  The  line  of  posts  thus  established  (one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
miles  in  length)  runs  as  tar  as  the  Kissimmee,  through  a  country  where 
good  roads  are  practicable  and  have  been  made,  all  the  streams  are  bridged, 
and  communication  secured.  From  the  Kissimmee  to  Indian  river  the 
best  route  has  been  selected,  but  is  less  practicable,  low  and  swampy. 
The  difficul^r  of  supplying  this  though  greater  is  not  insurmountable. 
i  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet'Major-OenercU,  U.  8.  iL 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Washington^  D.  C. 

■■■■^^""  • 

Hbad-Quarters,  Western  Division, 

Chokkonichla,  Fla.,  Jem.  22,  1850. 
Sir  :  On  the  19th  I  had  the  honor  to  report  that  Bowlegs,  the  chief  of 
the  nation,  had  reached  this  place^  to  attend  a  council  proposed  by  himself. 
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Ifesterday.  the  21st,  I  met  in  council  the  chief,  six  sub-chiefs  of  the 
Semyioles  and  Micaseekies,  and  a  delegate  from  the  Tallahassees. 

I  communicated  the  President's  approval  of  their  conduct  in  surrender- 
ing the  murderers,  and  his  desire  for  their  removal  west,  and  fully  explain- 
ed the  inducements  offered. 

The  chief  and  sub-chiefs,  with  the  delegate,  finally  expressed  their  wil- 
lingness to  emigrate,  and  their  determination  to  use  all  efforts  to  persuade 
as  many  as  possible  of  their  people  to  accompany  them. 

The  Mickaseekie  (who  had  decided  previous  to  the  council,  on  his 
course,)  starts  to-day,  to  bring  in  his  people.  He  wiU  be  accompanied  by 
the  delegation,  who  have  thus  seized  the  first  opportunity  of  visiting  the 
nation,  and  of  whom,  it  is  justice  to  say,  their  efforts  have  been  most 
strenuous  since  the  arrival  of  the  chiefs. 

The  letters  they  brought  from  the  western  Indians,  was  read  by  the 
agent  Mr.  Duval  in  council,  and  listened  to  with  attention. 

Bowlegs  with  his  sub-chiefs,  promises  to  meet  the  agent,  Captain  Casey, 
in  17  or  20  days,  at  Caloosa  Hatchee,  and  inform  him  of  the  result  of  their 
efforts.  He  says  that  many  are  disposed  to  go,  others  are  undecided,  and 
some  determined  to  remain. 

The  influence  of  these  chiefs  is  believed  to  be  great,  and  we  may  reason- 
ably hope  for  good  success  from  their  efforts.  I  will  venture  no  opinion  as 
to  now  large  a  portion  of  the  nation  may  be  induced  to  go.  I  have  confi- 
dence in  their  promises,  and  their  ability  to  do  much  to  meet  our  views, 
but  would  not  raise  hopes  which  may  not  be  realized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  qf  War, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Senate  Chamber,  Jan.  23,  1850. 
Sir  :   Will  you  oblige  me  by  informing  me  per  bearer,  whether  vou  have 
received  a  reply  from  Gov.  Brown,  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  iJecember 
last,  and  if  so,  what  amount  he  estimates  as  required,  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  force  called  out  by  Gov.  Moseley. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D   L.  YULEE. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War.  ' 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

January  27,  1850. 
General  R.  Jonies, 
Adj.'General,  U.  S.  A- 

Sir  :    By  the  present  express,  I  forward  to  you  letters  for  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

The  drafts  sent  to  roe  for  funds  are  not  available,  and  I  have  to  return 
them.    I  have  also  requested  that  money,  (gold)  not  drafts,  be  forwarded  at 
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once.    It  18  unneceraary  for  me  to  add  anything  on  the  importance  of  be- 
ing able  promptly  to  comply  with  our  promises  to  the  first  Indians  coming 
ia  for  em^ratKm.     Indeed  not  a  step  can  be  taken  until  the  money  is  here. 
In  haste,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 
Captain  and  Special  Agent,  4^. 


Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

January  27,  1860. 
Sir  :    By  the  last  mail  I  received,  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  U.  States 
Treasury,  drafts  payable  by  the  Assistant  Treasurer,  U.  S.,  New  York, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  money  is  required  here,  and  in  ^old,  as  early  as  possible ;  and  as 
these  drafts  cannot  probably  be  cashed  m  New  Orleans,  at  this  season,  at 
par,  I  have  request^  General  Twiggs  to  send  an  express  with  this  commu- 
nication. 

1  have  to  request  that  an  officer  or  special  agent  maybe  sent  on,  at  once, 
with  the  money ;  and  at  Pilatka,  he  will  find  transportation  and  an  escort 
to  bring  the  funds  across  the  peninsula,  and  an  officer  to  receive  it.  Mean- 
time the  General  will  order  other  disbursing  departments,  here,  to  turn  over 
funds  to  me  as  far  as  they  can. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY. 
Capt,  and  Special  Agent  Seminoks. 
Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War,  4^.,  4^. 


Head-Quarters,  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

January  27,  1860. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  drafts  for  the  Indian  asent, 
Captain  Casey,  received  here,  are  on  New  Orleans,  and  he  has  informed  me 
that  it  will  be  impossible,  at  this  time,  to  procure  cold  for  them  at  that 
place.  He  therefore  returns  them  to  the  treasury,  by  express,  to-day,  ac- 
companied with  a  request  that  the  funds  may  be  immediately  procured  and 
sent  without  delay  to  Pilatka. 

In  view  of  the  mjuij  which  might  result  to  the  service  of  removal  of  the 
Indians,  should  these  mnds  not  be  at  hand  when  required,  I  request  that 
you  will  ffive  such  instructions  as  may  secure  prompt  attention  to  the  re^ 
quest  of  Uaptain  Casey. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Verv  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major^General  U.  S.  A. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War,  4^.,  4^, 
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Tampa  Bat,  Florida, 

February  %  1860. 
Gbh ERAL :  I  have  to  request  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  will  cause 
to  be  remitted  to  me  treasury  drafts  on  the  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  at  New  Orleans,  for  9100,000  in  gold,  in  addition  to  the  funds 
ahready  ordered,  viz. :  $10,000  from  New  Orleans,  and  9100,000  from  New 
York. 

The  presented  requisition  will  be  wanted,  should  all  the  Indians  come  in 
this  spnng. 
Should  the  money  not  be  wanted,  it  will  of  course  not  be  drawn. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 
Captain  and  Special  Agent  Seminoles.,  4^. 
Maior-General  R.  Jones, 
AdjutanUOeneral  U.  S.  A. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Head'Quarteri,  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bat,  pLORmA, 

February  8,  1850. 
Sir:    I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  dlst  ultimo,  a  par^  of 
forty-ei^ht  Indians  came  in  and  prepared  to  go  to  Arkansas,    How  large  the 
propcMtion  of  warriors  is  in  this  party,  the  partial  reports  made,  do  not  in« 
form  me. 

So  soon  as  I  have  collected  a  sufficient  partv,  I  will  send  them  to  New 
Orleans^  or,  more  probably,  to  Pascagoula,  under  charge  of  an  officer,  there 
to  await  the  proper  season  for  transportation  to  Arkansas. 

No  contracts  will  be  made  for  provisions  or  transportation.  The  former 
will  be  purchased  by  the  officer  m  charge,  and  for  the  latter,  I  will  either 
send  a  public  vesseC  or  put  them  on  board  private  ones,  as  ordinary  pas- 
sengers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Mcgor-Qeneral  U.  S.  A. 
Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida. 
February  1. 

via  Savannah^ 
For  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Sir  :  An  officer  is  now  waitiw  at  Pila^La  for  the  funds  heretofore  re« 
Quested.    Please  inform  Captain  Miller,  Quarter-Master  at  Savannah,  when 
tney  may  be  expected  to  reach  Pilatka. 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Major-OeneraL 
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HeaJUQuarUrs^  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 
Hon.  Gbo-  W.  Crawford,  February  12,  1860. 

Secretary  at  War, 
Sir  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  by  the  last  official  statement,  dated 
loth  inttantt  sixty  Indians  (men,  women,  and  children,)  had  assembled  at 
Fort  Arbuckle,  and  another  par^  of  twenty-four  was  daily  expected. 

Captain  Casey  retarned  this  morning  from  the  Caloosa  Hatchee,  where 
he  met  Billy  ^wl^s,  and  some  twenty-five  Indians,  including  several 
sub-chiefs  of  influenoe.  They  all  agreed  to  emigrate,  and  are  mc3[ing  pre- 
parations to  that  end,  by  collecting  their  cattle,  hogs,  &c.  It  is  believed 
iyy  them,  that  the  rest  of  their  peo{Ne  will  in  due  time  follow  their  example. 
Thus  far,  everything  gives  promise  of  ffood  success, 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS. 
Brevet  Mq^er-General  U.  S,  A. 

Head-Quarters,  Western  Division, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  February  18,  1850. 
Sir  :  The  commanding  General,  having  met  with  an  accident  by  which 
his  ri^ht  am  was  broken,  and  being  consequently  unable  to  write  himself, 
has  directed  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  ult., 
and  the  accompanying  letters'  from  the  Auditor. 

I  am  then  directed  to  inform  you  that  he  has,  this  day,  ordered  the  emi- 
grating party  (now  in)  to  the  Manatee,  preparatorv  to  embarkation. 

It  conasts  of  12  warriors,  20  women,  and  31  children,  making  a  total  of 
vixty^thiee. 

A  party  of  twenty-four,  it  is  hoped,  came  in  yesterday  at  Fort  Clinch, 
and  will  follow  the  nrst  party,  so  closely  as  to  embark  at  the  same  time. 

All  the  Indians  who  have  come  in,  seem  iuUy  persuaded  of  Sam  Jones' 
obstinate  determination  to  remain  in  the  oountrv. 

They  represent  his  party  as  small,  not  probably  exceeding  ten  or  fifteen 
warriors. 

The  General  b  of  opinion  that  this  party;  small  in  numbers,  is  badly 
supplied  with  ammunition,  and  will  be  so  intimidated  by  the  desertion  o{ 
their  principal  chief.  Bowlegs,  and  so  large  a  {>ortion  of  the  nation  as  (it  is 
hoped)  win  follow  him,  that  their  resolution  will  yield  to  their  fears,  and 
overcoming  their  veneration  for  or  fear  of  Jones,  they  will  submit. 

He  thinEs  this  impression  may  be  earlier  made,  if,  immediately  on  the 
^parture  of  Bowlegs,  troops  are  sent  into  their  country  to  make  roads, 
suad  have  the  appearance  ot  being  forerunners  of  settlers  soon  to  follow. 

He  requests  that  the  decision  of  this  question  may  be  left  at  his  discre* 
lioD,  to  ho  decided  as  circumstances  may  require. 

No  answer  has  beeu  made  to  the  application  for  funds.    They  are 
now  BMioh  needed  and  an  officer  is  still  waiting  for  ^em  at  Pilatka. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respeotfully.  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  W.  MACKALI,, 

Assistant  Adjutant^GenaroL 
Hon.  Groror  W.  Crawvord, 
Secretary  of  State, 
Washii4;ton,  D.  a 
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ExEOUTiVB  Department, 

Tallahassee,  February  24,  1850. 
The  Hod.  George  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War,  *c. 
Dear  Sir  :  J  have  tne  honor  to  forward  to  the  War  Department  the 
enclosed  returns  of  companies  under  the  command  of  Captains  Spackman 
and  Parker  *  for  services  rendered  in  the  late  Indian  disturbances. 
I  am,  with  high  consideration  and  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
(Signed)  THOMAS  BROWN. 

Tampa  Bay,  FLORroA, 

March  1,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday,  (February  28)  I  paid  off 
and  shipped  for  New  Orleans  barracks  a  small  party  of  Seminoles. 
Men  and  women         -        -        .        -        19 
Women      -        -        .        -        -        -        22 
Boys,  .        .        14     .        .        - 

Girls,  -        .        19      -        -        -    .    33—74. 

The  amount  paid  was 

Migration  money, 815,000  00 

For  stock  brought  in,  ....  953  00 

815,953  00 


Being  at  the  rate  of  (212  50-100  a  head. 

From  the  best  data  I  think  the  whole  amount  to  be  paid  will  not  much 
exceed  $150,000. 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  Superintendent  west  be  ordered  to  make 
arrangements  for  subsisting  these  Indians  from  the  date  of  their  arrival  at 
their  new  homes  for  twelve  months,  if  it  has  not  already  been  done. 
Most  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  C.  CASEY, 
•        Special  Agent  of  Florida  Iridians. 
Hon.  George  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Head  Quarters,  Western  Dfvision, 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida,  March  1,  1850« 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Fashion  sailed 
yesterday  for  New  Orleans  with  a  party  of  seventy-four  Indians. 

There  were  nineteen  men,  (including  the  three  prisoners)  twenty-two 
women,  fourteen  boys  and  nineteen  girls.  In  addition  to  these  we  have 
fourteen  collected  at  the  different  posts.  All  but  two  of  the  delegates  from 
the  west  accompanied  the  party. 

W'ith  few  exceptions  the  Indians  on  the  northern  part  of  the  reserve  and 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  whites  have  now  gone,  and  for  some 
time  to  come  my  attention  will  be  directed  to  the  Seminoles  proper,  living 
in  the  ^icinty  of  Caloosahatchee  under  the  control  of  Bowlegs. 


« 


Not  considered  necessary  to  be  copied.  r^  i 
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In  my  tetter  of  Februarj  18th  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  entering  the 
Indian  country  and  making  roads.  I^g  leave  again  to  call  your  attention 
lo  Uiis  suggestion.  After  the  departure  of  the  Bowlegs  I  believe  the  effect 
will  be  good  upon  the  few  who  may  remain,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
roads  made  and  ^e  knowledge  of  the  country  obtained,  will  be  of  advan- 
tage to  the  citizens  of  this  State. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS,  U.  S.  A. 
Hon.  GsomoE  W.  Crawtoed, 
Secretory  of  War,  4^.,  4^. 


Head  Quabtbrs,  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida,  March  9,  1850.    ' 

Snt :  I  have  die  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  19th  by  Brevet 
Major-General,  and  one  of  the  22d  ult,  enclosing  a  printed  copy  of  your 
correspondence  with  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Florida. 

In  my  letter  of  March  1st,  I  reported  the  sailing  of  a  detachment  of 
Indians.  These  Indians  were  accompanied  by  a  guard,  and  placed  under 
the  chai]ge  of  a  competent  officer.  Every  means  had  been  taken  to  pre- 
vent their  becoming  the  victims  of  the  cupidity  of  the  whites.  A  strong 
box  had  been  maoe  to  carry  their  money  and  the  attention  of  officers 
called  to  their  defenceless  situation. 

By  the  next  steamer,  orders  would  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans  for 
their  shipment  as  deck  passengers  up  the  river.  Major-General  will  bear 
these  orders,  and  be  entrusted  with  their  execution. 

No  contract  has  or  will  be  made.  It  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  suffer 
any  considerable  party  to  remain  in  Florida  after  they  had  come  in  for 
emigration.  Impatience  or  an  idle  rumor  might  at  any  moment  make 
them  change  their  feelings  and  return  to  the  woods. 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  persuade  the  Indians  to  compensate  the 
saflferers  in  Florida  for  the  acts  of  the  outlaws,  but  have  no  hopes  in  suc- 
ceeding in  such  an  attempt 

To  propose  to  stop  their  money,  would  at  once  stop  all  movements  west- 
ward ;  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  agent,  Captain  Casey;  such  is  my  own. 

That  the  delegates  of  this  State  had  made  application  for  this  stoppage 
was  known  to  Sowlegs,  ten  days  before  I  heard  of  it  myself.  And  not  a 
step  would  he  take  in  arrangements  for  emigriition  until  assured  that  the 
claim  would  not  be  admitt^.  Nothing  has  been  said  or  done  to  commit 
the  ffovemment  on  these  claims.  By  ue  last  advices  from  the  Caloosa- 
hatchee  the  prospect  is  still  fair. 

The  remainder  of  the  delegation  return  to  the  west  by  the  next  boat 
By  the  same  q>portunity  I  send  a  special  agent  to  Arkansas  to  induce 
Caa-coo-chee  ana  a  few  others  to  visit  Florida  and  try  their  influence  with 
San  Jones,  and  such  Seminoles  as  may  still  resist  our  offers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS.  U.  S.  A. 
Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Cbawford, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Wa8hii4[ton,  D.  C. 
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Tabipa  Bat,  FhombA^ 

March  10,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  following  caie^  and  to 
ask  your  instructions  in  relation  thereto. 

In  1827  (Octobef  IS)  a  judgment  was  rendered  by  the  Circuit  Court  of 
St.  John's  county,  St.  Au^stine,  East  Florida,  in  favor  of  the  mother  of 
Bowlegs,  the  Indian  Chief,  against  Ph.  K,  Tounge,  now  of  Darien^ 
Georgia. 

From  the  neglect  of  l^fr.  Macon,  then  the  U.  8.  District  Attorney,  no 
further  steps  were  taken,  and  the  Indian  has  not  recovered  her  money. 
Bowlegs  now  insists  on  this  claim,  and  the  original  due  bill  from  said 
Younge,  and  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  Court,  are  now  in  my  possession, 
received  from  Col.  6.  Humphries,  late  Seminole  ^nt. 

The  amount  is  large,  (92,200  16-100)  and  Mr.  lounge  is  represented  to 
be  a  man  of  wealth,  and  the  daim  is  unquestionably  just. 

I  have  forwarded  copies  of  the  papers  to  the  tJ.  S.  District  Attorney, 
Savannah,  Geoi^^a,  and  have  asked  his  assistance,  but  being  ignorant  of 
the  law,  and  desiring  to  know  the  value  of  the  claim  as  eariy  as  possible, 
in  order  to  satisfy  Bowlegs.  I  now  address  you,  in  order  that  proper  in- 
structions may  be  given  to  the  law  officer  of  tfie  U.  S.  in  this  State, 
and  in  Georgia,  where  the  debtor  resides,  if  you  deem  it  of  any  avail. 
I  am,  sir,  naost  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY,  Capt.  U.  S.  A., 

Speciai  Agent  Florida  Seminoles. 
Hon.  Geobob  W.  Crawfokd, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Heai-Q^MLrtBTt^  WexUm  Division, 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida, 

JlfarcA  11, 1850. 

Sir:  By  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  the  commanding  gen- 
eral assigns  to  you  the  duty  of  removing  tne  Indians  from  New  Orleans  to 
the  West,  and  gives  the  following  instructions  for  your  guidance  :  cail  on 
the  Quarter-Master,  at  New  Orleans,  for  transportation  for  the  party ;  in- 
form him,  that  it  is  the  order  of  the  general  commanding,  that  no  contract 
be  made,  but  that  passage  be  engaged  for  the  Indians,  as  for  ordinary  deck 
passengers.  The  boats  selected  should  be  in  good  order,  and  sufficiently 
large  to  allow  the  Indians  to  ^  with  comfort*  Call  on  the  cotnmissary  <m 
the  same  place,  for  such  provisions  and  funds  as  you  may  require,  and  pur* 
chase  in  open  market,  such  fresh  provisions  as  may  be  wanted. 

Give  every  attention  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  Indians,  on  the 
passage,  and  as  far  as  may  be  in  your  power,  have  the  boat  kept  clean. 

You  are  reminded  that  these  people  have  a  laree  amount  of  money,  and 
the  general  is  anxious  to  save  them  from  losses  by  the  W2^.  If  you  can 
prevail  on  them  to  keep  it  in  a  safe,  until  they  reach  their  destination,  do 
so;  if  not,  do  all  in  your  power  to  secure  them  from  loss. 

You  will  accompany  the  Indians  to  their  place  of  destination  in  Arkansas, 
and  if  ^ou  find  no  provision  has  been  made  by  the  agency,  for  their  ration^ 
you  will  make  a  temporary  arrangement,  say  for  two  months. 

From  what  is  known  of  the  prices  of  provisions  in  Arkansas,  it  is  thought 
the  price  of  the  Indian  ration  snould  not  exceed  4  cents.    Corn  is  25  cents 
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per  bushel,  beef  1}  ceBts  jper  pound.    The  ration  consists  of  1^  pints  of 
com*  1  poiind  of  beef,  ana  1  gallon  of  salt  to  the  100  rations. 

The  e^bition  of  this  letter  will  be  your  authority  for  calling  on  any  of  the 
staff  departments  for  such  assistance  as  may  be  required  to  carry  out  these 
instructions. 

Assistant  suigeon  Lamb  has  orders  to  accompany  youy  and  will  return 
with  yon  to  New  Orleans. 
On  your  return,  report  to  Major  Jewitt  for  orders. 
I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  W.  W.  MACKALL, 

Astistant  AdjutaiU-General 
Brevet-JIajor  R.  S.  Garnett, 
U.  S.  A. 


Head-Quarters,  Western  Divisiony 

Tampa  Bat,  Floeioa, 

March  11,  1850. 
Sir:  The  commandinff  general  directs  me  to  say,  you  will  proceed  to 
Arkansas,  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  make  everv  effort  to  induce  either 
Wild  Cat  or  Jim  Jumper  to  return  with  you,  and  use  their  influence  in 
penoading  the  remainii^  Seminoles  to  a  speedy  emigration. 

To  Jumper  or  Wild  Cat,  you  may  offer  from  $4  to  95  per  day.  To 
three»  or  at  most  four,  others,  who  may  wish  to  accompay  them,  $2  per 
day. 

To  two  interpreters  $2.50  to  $3  per  day. 

You  will  add,  as  a  further  inducement  to  the  delegation,  an  offer  of  $100 
for  every  warrior  they  may  bring  in.  This  sum  wiU  be  deducted  from  that 
paid  to  the  warrior  who  emigrates  under  this  disadvants^. 

If  necessary,  pay  Mr.  Watson,  Creek,  or  any  good  Creek  interpreter, 
educated,  four  or  nve  dollars,  per  day,  to  secure  his  services. 
I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir. 
Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Brevet-Major  W.  T.  H.  Brooks, 

U.  S.  Army,  A.  D.  C. 


Head-Quarters,  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

March  18,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  Feb- 
roary  26th  and  March  4th. 

By  the  steamer  Fashion,  which  sailed  hence  on  the  11th  inst,  Isent  a 
party  of  eleven  Indians — ^four  men,  three  women,  and  four  children. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawforp,  U.  S.  A, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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Executive  Departbient,  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  March  26,  1650. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
11th  instant,  respecting  copies  of  the  muster-rolls  of  two  companies  of 
Florida  militia,  commanded  by  Captains  Spackman  and'  Parker,  forwarded 
to  the  War  Department  with  my  letter  of  the  24th  February. 

In  replying  to  vour  inquiries,  in  regard  to  them,  I  have  to  saj,  that  it 
does  not  appear  that  these  companies  were  ever  called  into  service  by  my 
predecessor;  nor  were  they  included  in  my  order  of  the  1st  of  October, 
1840,  directing  the  discharge  of  the  volunteers  ordered  into  service  by  him. 
I  was  not  at  that  time  aware  that  such  companies  were  in  service.  The 
facts  of  the  existence  of  these  companies,  and  of  several  other  companies 
of  militia  on  the  Indian  frontier,  whose  returns  have  not  yet  reached  this 
derartment,  came  subsequently  to  my  knowledge. 

The  better  to  make  understandingfy,  the  explanation  which  you  require, 
I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the  President,  dated  29th  November  last, 
on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  volunteers  called  into  service  by  Gov- 
emor  Moseley,  in  which  I  say  : — **  But  to  ask  also  that  adequate  provision 
may  be  made  for  all  losses  sustained  by  our  citizens  from  Indian  disturban- 
ces  in  Florida,  and  compensation  and  support  for  tthe  inhabitants  on  the 
frontier,  who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  recent  Indian  out- 
break, and  forced  to  seek  shelter  and  protection  in  forts  and  stockades, 
which  they  have  been  compelled  to  build  and  defend;  and  that  all  those 
who  performed  stick  duties  may  be  considered  in  the  service,  and  allowed 
pay  in  accordance  toith  the  militia  law  of  this  State  which  provides,  that 

« <  If  a  sudden  invasion  or  insurrection  shall  take  place,  or  be  made  or 
threatened,  on  any  frontier  of  the  State,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
militia,  or  any  portion  thereof  adjacent  thereto,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  enjoined  to  order  out  the  militia,  under  his  command,  to  re- 
pel  or  suppress  the  same;  and  troops  thus  ordered  into  service,  shall  be 
subject  to,  and  ^vemed  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  same,  while  so  in  service.' " 

Under  the  foregoing  provision  of  our  militia  law,  the  militia  on  the  frt)n. 
tier  and  adjacent  to  the  scene  of  the  outbreak,  were  ordered  into  service  by 
their  commanding  officers ;  and  they  claim  this  provision  of  the  law,  and 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  for  their  authority. 

These  people  were  at  a  distance,  from  tne  capital  of  the  State,  of  some 
five  hundred  miles,  in  a  remote  wilderness  region,  and  cut  off  from  any  dis- 
tant communication  with  the  State  authorities,  strung  in  sparse  settlements 
across  the  Peninsula  of  Florida,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ; 
and  did  not  know,  in  many  instances,  for  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
that  any  troops  had  been  sent  to  their  relief,  either  by  the  State  authorities 
or  the  general  government. 

These  people  were  invited  by  the  general  ^vemment  to  settle  in  a  wil- 
derness, bv  savage  neighbors,  under  the  provisions  of  a  special  act  of  Con- 
gress, with  the  assurance  of  ample  protection  and  defence  against  Indian 
outrages,  bv  the  establishment  of  strong  military  posts  along  the  whole  Indian 
border,  to  be  garrisoned  by  at  least  two  regiments  of  United  States  troops. 
But  this  protection  was  never  given.  They  were  lefl  without  any  means 
of  defence.  The  military  posts  were  not  established.  No  troops  were 
l^ft  in  the  country  to  protect  the  settlements;  and  when  danger  threatened 
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them  they  were  driven  into  forts  and  stockades,  iiastily  erected,  which 
they  were  compelled  to  defend,  in  the  best  way  they  could,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  their  wives  and  children. 

These  facts,  show  that  these  companies  have  strong  claims  on  the  gov- 
emment,  fomided  in  justice  and  equity,  for  pay  and  compensation ;  and  I 
tmst,  that  the  President,  satisfied  of  their  merits,  will  recommend  them  to 
Congress,  that  proper  provision  may  be  made  for  their  payment ;  and  I 
respectfully  request,  that  copies  of  my  letter  to  the  President,  of  the  29th 
of  November,  and  of  this  letter  to  you,  mav  accompany  the  message  which 
the  President  may  make  to  Congress  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  THO.  BROWN. 

The  Hod.  Geo.  W.  Ckawford, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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HsA]>*QuAS¥Em8»  Western  Division, 
Tampa  Bat,  Florida, 

March  27,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  Captain  John  C.  Casey, 
Indian  agent,  from  which  you  will  learn  that  the  chief  in  whom  we  placed 
the  greatest  trust,  has  broken  off  all  intercourse  and  removed  with  his  fol- 
lowers, their  families  and  property  from  the  town  they  occupied  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  troops  to  the  swamps  in  the  interior. 

That  hostile  acts  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  will  follow  this  step,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  believe.  I  have  not  the  same  reliance  on  the  faith  of  any 
of  the  chiefs  as  the  asent  discovers  in  his  report.  I  look  upon  the  flight  of 
the  Indians  as  an  indefinite  postponement  of  peaceable  emigration,  if  not 
destruction  of  all  hopes  of  attaining  this  desirable  result. 

My  eSbriM  are  now  directed  to  reopening  communication  with  them, 
trying  to  discover  the  causes  of  this  sudden  movement,  and  then  if  possible 
to  remove  them. 

On  the  4th  of  this  month,  Captain  Britton,  7th  infantry,  to  whom  I  had 
assigned  certain  duties,  connected  with  the  emigration  of  Indians,  left  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Arbuckle,  crossed  the  Indian  boundary  with  a  detachment 
of  mounted  men,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Fish-eating  creek,  where  he  was 
overtaken  by  my  orders  to  return.  > 

This  movement  (made  without  my  authority  and  opposed  to  the  under- 
standing between  the  Indians  and  myself)  by  which  troops  were  carried 
unexpectedly  into  the  vicinity  of  Bowlegs'  people,  may  have  created  a 
panic,  and  led  to  this  hasty  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Indians. 

Should  this  prove  to  be  the  case  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  making  a 
satisfactory  explanation  to  the  Indians  and  placing  things  on  their  old 
footing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
U.  S,  A. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 
March  26,  1850. 

Gkkcrai.  :  On  reaching  Fort  Myers,  on  the  18th,  I  learned  that  no 
odmmunication  had  been  had  with  the  Seminoles,  since  Feb.  26,  when  the 
del^^te  Halpatoochee  visited  the  vicinity  of  Botokgs'  town. . 

The  next  day,  (the  19th  inst.)  Halpatoochee  and  Jim  Bowlegs  (Sem. 
Necro)  were  sent  out  to  seek  an  interview,  and  on  the  24th,  thev  returned 
with  intelligence  that  about  three  weeks  previously,  all  the  people  of  Bow- 
legs town  had  moved  off  towards  the  *'  Big  Cypress  "  and  apparently  in 
haste.  Some  four  men  had  subsequently,  a^ut  the  I8th  or  19th,  returned 
to  the  town  and  driven  a  number  of  ho^  towards  the  same  place.  The 
runners  followed  both  trails  for  some  distance,  but  meeting  with  no  one 
returned  to  report. 

The  good  laith  of  Bowlegs  and  several  of  his  principal|  sub-chiefs  can 
hardly  be  doubted,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  were  forced  away  by  the 
hostile  party,  which  some  late  and  important  events  have  strengthened. 
The  chief  wUl  soon  communicate  and  explain  this  mishap ;  but  under  the 
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least  favorable  supposition  the  Seminoles  w3l  remain  peaceable,  so  long  as 
we  leave  them  alone. 

There  is  now  a  strong  party  in  favor  of  emigration,  and  although  unex- 
pected delays  may  occur  as  now ;  yet  I  still  oelieve  that  whenever  we 
have  their  confidence  they  will  all  go  except  a  small  number: 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 
Special  Agent. 
Maj.-Gen.  Twioos, 
Uommanding,  U.  S.  A, 
Head-Quarters,  Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


Head  Quarters,  Western  Division, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

Aprils,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no  change  has  taken  place  in 
our  relations  with  the  Indians  since  mv  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo. 

On  the  1st  instant,  I  sent  Captain  Uasey  south,  to  try  to  open  communi- 
cation with  them.  He  had  an  Indian  and  a  negro  (a  part  of  the  late  dele- 
gation) who  promised  to  enter  the  nation  from  Caloosahatchee,  and  carry 
a  message  to  king  Bowlegs;  during  the  absence  of  these  men.  Captain 
Casev  will  go  still  farther  down  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the 
chiei  of  a  band  of  Spanish  Indians. 
The  result  of  these  efforts  may  not  be  known  here  for  a  week  to  come.;! 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  E.  TWIGGS, 

U.S.A. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

(Copy)  Department  op  the  Interior, 

AprU  6,  1860. 
Sir  :  I  ascertain  on  enquiry,  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  replace  the 
$100,000  sent  to  Florida  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  I  cannot  this 
evening  ascertain  whether  the  $10,000  must  be  replaced  or  not — that, 
however,  is  a  matter  of  small  importance.  I  think  the  $200,000  in  the 
appropriation  bill,  will  do. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 


Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawpord, 
Secretary  of  War, 


T.  EWING 


Head-Quarters,  Western  Division, 
Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  AprU  8,  1860. 
Sir  :    I  have  received  vour  letter  of  the  20th  ult.,  in  which  you  say  that 
"  two  company  rolls  of  Florida  militia  have  been  forwarded  to  this  depart- 
ment, by  the  Executive  of  Florida,  which  appear  never  to  have  been  recog- 
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nizfid  by  the  authorities  of  the  State.    I  mean  the  companies  commanded 
by  captains  Sparkman  and  Parker." 

You  further  say,  "  It  may  be  proper  for  the  department  to  be  informed 
fuUy  on  these  matters,  and  others.'^ 

In  obedience  to  your  implied  request,  I  will  now  gi^e  you  all  the  infor- 
madon  in  my  possession  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  will  state,  however, 
that  I  think  the  act  of  Consress  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida,  im- 
plied, on  the  part  of  those  who  availed  themselves  of  its  advantages,  an  obli- 
gation  to  protect  themselves,  if  necessary,  without  incurring  the  United 
States  in  any  additional  expense. 

The  troops  which  were  called  into  service  by  the  Grovernor  of  Florida, 
performed  their  duty.  They  are  entitled  to  pay.  As  regards  the  two 
companies  of  Parker  and  Sparkman,  it  appears  from  an  official  letter  in  my 
possession,  from  Governor  Brown,  dated  October  7,  1849,  that  their  ser- 
vices were  tendered  to  Governor  Moseley,  on  or  about  the  28rd  of  July 
last,  but  that  they  were  not  received  into  service.  The  following  extract 
from  the  Governor's  letter,  will  show  you  his  understanding  of  the  matter. 
It  reads — **  But  from  some  cause  their  (meaning  Parker  and  Sparkman,) 
commissions  were  not  granted,  nor  were  they  called  into  service. '^ 

From  this  it  will  appear  that  the  parties  or  companies,  headed  by  John 
Parker  and  J.  L.  Sparkman,  were  never  in  service,  and  that  these  leaders 
were  not  commissioned  as  required  by  law.  I  did  not  hear  of  their  com- 
panies scouting,  nor  do  I  think  it  could  have  been  necessary,  because  I 
could  not  learn  that  any  Indian  crossed  the  neutral  ground  after  the  out- 
rages occurred  which  led  to  the  present  troubles. 

The  Crovemor  of  the  State  it  appears  was  of  the  same  opinion,  as  he  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  accept  the  services  of  the  two  companies  of 
Faiker  and  Sparkman.  And  in  connection  with  this,  it  seems  to  me  that 
every  Floridian  who  left  his  home,  and  met  his  neighbor  in  forts  or  places 
for  self-defence,  could  with  equal  propriety  call  upon  the  Grovemment  of 
the  United  States,  for  remuneration  for  loss  of  tjme ;  several  congresa- 
tiona  of  the  kind  referred  to,  have  happened  to  my  knowledge,  but  whe- 
ther the  people  were  brought  together  from  necessity,  from  fear,  or  with 
a  hope  that  they  might  be  mustered  into  service  I  do  not  know.  At 
any  rate  not  one  of  these  parties  has  reported  to  me  any  one  killed,  wound- 
ed or  missins,  by  hostile  contact  with  the  Indians. 

As  r^ards  the  emigration  of  the  Indians,  I  can  state  nothing  which 
you  have  not  already  learned  from  my  letter  of  the  8d  instant.  Captain 
Casey  is  now  at  the  Caloosahatchie,  with  a  view  of  gaining  information 
at  that  place  and  further  south.  On  his  return,  I  will  report  to  you 
whether  he  has  succeeded  in  communicating  with  Bowlegs. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  from  vou,  that  so  far  the  plans  I  have  adopted  to 
eflect  the  peaceable  removal  of  the  Indians,  have  met  the  approbation  of 
the  Prudent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  E.  TWIGGS,  U.  8.  A. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawpord, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Washington  city,  D.  C. 
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Head-Quarters,  Wbstsrk  Dtvmoif,  U.  S.  A. 

Tampa  Bay,  E.  F.,  April  14,  1850. 
Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yoo  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt* 
Casey,  of  April  0.    From  it  you  will  learn  what  baa  transpired  in  Indian 
affairs  since  I  last  wrote. 

The  case  of  the  two  Indians  referred  to,  who  are  said  to  have  been 
''shipped''  aji^ainst  their  consent,  was  never  made  known  to  me  before; 
and  Cfaptain  Casey  who  paid  them  off  on  the  Manatee  river,  just  before 
they  started,  knew  nothing  of  it.  So  far  as  I  have  been  informed,  no  In* 
dian  was  sent  off,  whose  name  had  not  been  given  by  himself  for  enrol- 
ment on  the  transportation  list.  At  the  time  these  people  came  in  and 
were  shipped,  I  was  confined  to  my  room,  and  of  com^e  can  know  nothing 
personally  of  this  matter.  I  am  not  now  prepu'ed  to  beKeve  Bowkg^s 
statement  in  the  matter,  because  if  true,  I  think  the  two  Indians  referred 
to  would  have  said  something  to  Captain  Casey  before  they  started. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet-MeffOT'Oeneral,  U*  8.  A. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawvord, 
Secretary  of  War, 

Washington  city,  D.  C. 


Caloosa  Hatoheb,  Florida, 

April  9, 18M« 

General  :  Jim  Bowlegs  and  the  Halpatooche,  left  on  tne  3d,  with  ia* 
Btructions  to  invite  William  Botdege,  Fuss  Hajo^  Asseruvah  Tukosa,  and 
if  possible,  Sam  Jones  to  meet  me  near  Fort  Myers,  or  at  any  point  aocea* 
sible  to  me. 

They  returned  on  the  7th,  (1  p.  m.)  having  only  seen  Bowlegs  and 
Tukosa. 

Bowlegs  sent  a  talk,  the  substance  of  which  is,  that  he  cannot  leave  this 
country,  nor  induce  his  people  to  go.  He  desires  peace,  and  his  people 
will  not  break  it.  They  will  be  contented  with  a  smaller  reservation  q( 
land,  and  will  promptly  deliver  up  to  us  all  murderers  as  heretofore. 

He  left  his  town  because  we  shipped  with  Hapokltsoosee  two  young 
men  who  were  sent  into  trade,  not  to  emigrate,  and  they  were  afraid  to 
trust  us  any  more. 

The  trespass  of  Captain  Britton's  command  had  not  alarmed  him,  for  bf 
had  not  heard  of  it.  He  supposed  Okehan  Tustamkker  had  gone  to  Arkan- 
sas. He  does  not  defend  or  know  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  limits*  Tbey 
must  take  the  consequences. 

He  sent  summons  to  Fuss  Hqjo,  Asseruvah,  Sam  Jones,  &c.,  calling  a 
council  to  meet  our  runners,  again  at  his  old  town  {ChobUopulka)  on  Uie 
10th,  and  Jim  and  Halpatoochee  left  this  morning  to  attend. 

On  the  11th,  I  expect  a  runner  from  the  Council,  and  on  the  12th  or 
13th,  I  hope  they  will  meet  me  here  or  near  here,  and  on  the  15th  or  16th, 
I  hope  to  see  you  at  Tampa  Bay. 

The  two  young  men  that  came  to  trade  only,  were  Holahteelmathloochee 
(a  Tall)  and  IsJiaiah-taikee  (a  Mikk)  and  both  seemed  anxious  to  escape 
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before  the  'enugrating  party  reached  Fort  Hamer,  but  as  they  made  no 
compUint  to  me  I  presume  they  changed  their  minds  after  coming  into 
ChoU^iUa. 

On  Affnl  7th,  I  risited  the  mouth  of  "  Sicala  "  Hatchee  and  made  signals 
but  saw  none  of  Ismahtee's  people. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
rSigned)  JOHN  C.  CASEY,  CapL  ^. 

Jfajor-General  Twioos, 
Head-Quarters,  Western  Division, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


Head-Quabtebs,  Western  Division, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

April  16,  1850. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  Captain  Casey  this  mom* 

tog  from  the  Caloosahatchee  and  to  enclose  herewith  his  report.     From  it 

you  wiD  perceive  that  all  hopes  for  the  peaceful  emigration  of  the  Indians 

are  at  an  end,  and  it  is  folly  to  talk  with  them  any  longer  on  the  subject. 

I  also  enclose  to  you  a  portion  of  the  map  of  Florida,  that  portion  of  ter* 
ritory  embraced  within  the  red  dotted  lines  is  what  the  Inaians  say  they 
win  be  satisfied  with. 

If  it  be  the  intention  of  the  department  to  keep  any  force  in  this  country, 
I  would  recommend  tvoo  companies  to  be  stationed  at  Charlotte's  harbori 
one  at  Fort  Hamer,  one  at  Chokkonikla,  one  at  Fort  Meade,  and  probably 
one  or  two  at  Indian  river.  From  the  horses  here  in  service,  a  good  lot 
could  be  selected  for  Major  Roland's  battery  to  go  by  land  to  Augusta  ar- 
senal with  such  teams  as  he  might  require. 

All  the  public  property  not  wanted,  including  wagons  and  teams,  I  would 
recommend  to  be  sent  to  Savannah  and  Charleston  for  sale.  If  they  are 
disposed  of  in  this  country  it  must  necessarily  be  at  a  great  sacrifice  and 
loss  to  the  government 

I  would  recommend  this  depot  at  Fort  Brooke  to  be  broken  up,  being 
entirely  useless  from  its  great  distance  from  the  Indians,  and  that  the  public 
property  be  sent  to  Fort  Hamer  on  the  Manatie. 

1  will  be  jglad  to  receive  instructions  from  the  department  in  reference  to 
trading  with  the  Indians,  whether  there  shall  be  any,  and  if  so,  to  what 
extent* 

In  conclusion,  should  the  government  determine  to  remove  the  Indians 
by  ybrce,  I  can  inform  the  department  that  I  am  ready  to  commence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford,  Z7.  S.  A. 

Secretary  of  War^ 
Washington,  D.  C. 

•  Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

April  16,  1860. 
GsirtAAL:  1  reached  Fort  Myers  (on  the  Caloosa  river)  on  the  2d,  and 
the  next  day  sent  out  the  two  runners  to  communicate  with  the  Indians 
and  invite  the  chiefs  to  meet  me  at  Fort  M.  or  at  any  point  accessible 
tome.  _,_^      ^..  V         ,^.. 
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The  runners  returned  on  the  7th  with  a  talk  from  the  head  chie(  saying 
that  neither  he  nor  his  people  would  emigrate;  that  having  said  so,  he  dare 
not  trust  himself  in  our  power ;  but  that  he  would  return  to  his  town,  and 
meet  the  runners  asain  on  the  10th,  to  make  arran^ments  with  me  through 
them  and  some  sub-chiefs  for  preserving  peace,  if  possible.  At  the  same 
time  he  sent  to  me  a  string  of  white  wampum  with  a  short  piece  of  red  wam- 
pum attached,  as  a  warning  to  me,  or  to  caution  me  not  to  go  out  into  the 
nation. 

On  the  10th,  the  runners  again  ur^  him  to  come  and  see  me,  and  to 
declare  himself  the  final  determination  of  his  people,  and  Jim  Bowlegs 
(negro)  offered  to  remain  as  a  hostage  for  his  salety.  When  he  consented 
to  come  in  to  Fort  Myers,  some  of  his  men  objected  and  the  women  of  his 
family  wept,  saying  thev  should  never  see  him  a^ain. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th,  Bowlegs  came  m  to  Fort  Myers  with  the 
runners,  and  the  next  morning  four  of  bis  men  came  in. 

He  was  again  assured  of  his  safety,  and  asked  to  explain  the  late  conduct 
of  his  people,  and  to  say  what  determination  they  had  made.  After  a  long 
ta]k  he  concluded  by  saying  that  he  would  venture  to  speak  out,  and  that 
he  could  not  go  west,  nor  could  he  induce  his  people  to  go.  He  desired 
peace  and  could  not  make  war,  but  he  could  not  leave  his  country.  If  we 
did  not  molest  them  they  never  would  make  any  trouble,  or  he  would 
promptly  brine  in  and  surrender  any  offenders. 

When  asked  why  he  had  spoken  differently  at  Ghokkonikla  on  Jan.  21st 
and  at  Galoosa  on  Feb.  8th  and  10th,  he  said  that  he  feared  he  and  his 
warriors  would  have  been  seized.  He  then  went  into  a  long  history  of 
former  *^  crabs." 

I  told  them  that  the  boundary  must  be  reduced,  and  that  I  had  no  author- 
ity to  make  any  final  arrangements  for  a  peace,  but  would  listen  to  any 
reasonable  proi)osition  and  refer  it  to  the  proper  authority. 

The  head  chief  then  suggested  a  line  from  the  mouth  of  Pea  river  to  the 
south  end  of  Istohpoga  lake  in  lieu  of  the  former  northern  boundary  with 
the  other  lines  as  before.  Of  course  no  arrangements  were  made  for  any 
permanent  trade. 

They  promised  to  communicate  freely  with  the  assistant  agent  (Lieut. 
Walbridge)  at  Fort  Myers.  They  also  promised  to  send  off  parties  to  find 
and  take  back  to  the  nation  those  who  have  crossed  the  boundary. 

In  conclusion,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  now  see  no  hope  of  inducing  these 
people  to  go  west  in  a  body  bv  any  pecuniary  temptation. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  C.  CASEY, 

CapL  and  Special  Agent,  Seminoles. 

Mai.-Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Commanding  Head-Quarters  Western  Division, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

Head-Quartbr8,  Western  Division,  U.  S,  A. 
•  Tampa  Bay,  E.  Florida, 

April  20,  1860. 
Sir  :  Since  I  last  wrote  to  you  I  gave  orders  to  Captain  Britton  to  seize 
and  bring  in  any  Indians  whom  he  might  find  north  of  the  line  of  posts 
Extending  across  the  country,  as  they  would  then  be  beyond  the  limits 
assigned  to  them; 
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I  will  leave  this  place  on  the  5th  of  next  month,  and  will,  I  think,  have 
an  interview  with  Billy  Bowlegs  and  one  or  two  of  his  sub-chiefs.  I  intend 
to  take  Billy  and  these  sub-chiefs  to  Fort  Casey  and  there  keep  them  until 
I  can  ascertain  whether  his  people  will  follow  him.  But  whether  his 
people  come  in  or  not,  it  is  my  intention  to  ship  Billy  and  any  other  sub- 
chief  who  made  me  a  promise  to  emigrate,  to  Arkansas. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)"  p.  E.  TWIGGS, 

breveUMaj, 'General  U.  S.  A. 
Hon.  Gbo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Head-Quarters,  Western  Division, 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida,  May  1,  1850. 
Sir:    I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
•th  of  April. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  the  remotest  piobability  of  hostilities  being  com- 
menced bv  the  Indians. 

%  I  have  heard  that  some  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Seminoles  (Jumper 
and  others;  are  on  their  way  from  Arkansas  to  this  place.  In  consequence 
of  this  information,  I  shall  not  carry  out  my  former  intention  in  regard  to 
Bowlegs,  but  will  make  one  more  efibrt  to  emigrate  these  people  peaceably. 
I-*  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  Major  Garnett's  report,  and  a  copy  of 
a  contract  which  he  entered  into  with  Mr*  Johnson,  for  furnishing  rations 
to  the  Indians  for  two  months. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 

K  5.  X  J 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War, 
WasWngton,  D.  C. 

Office  of  Com.  Gen.  Sua* 

Washington,  May  18,  1850. 
Sm :  In  reference  to  the  subsistence  of  the  Seminoles,  now  emigrating 
to  tlM5  West,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieut  F.  T.  Dent,  5th  Infan- 
try, was,  at  my  request,  on  the  26tn  March,  detailed  for  duty,  and  on  the 
27 th  March,  instructions  were  forwarded  him  from  this  office  (copy  enclosed 
herewith.) 

The  emigrating  party,  under  Major  Gamett,  arrived  at  Fort  Smith,  on 
the  3l8t  March,  thus  anticipating  the  instructions  to  Lieut*  Dent. 

Funds  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lieut  Dent,  and  he  will  be  in- 
atmcted  to  make  the  payments  for  deliveries  under  the  contract  of  Major 
Gamett  _._ 

Very  respectiiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON, 
O.  G.  8. 
Hoiu  Qmo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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Office  of  Com.  Gen.  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  March  27,  1850. 
Captain  :  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  has  been  this  day  re- 
quested to  remit  to  you,  three  thousand  dollars  on  account  of  army  sub- 
sistence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  GEO.  GIBSON, 

C.  G.  S. 
Brevet-Captain  F.  T.  Dent, 

5th  Infantry,  A.  A.  C.  6?., 

Fort  Gibson,  Ark. 


Office  of  Com.  Gen.  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  March  27,  1850. 

Sir:  By  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  you  have  been  selected  to 
attend  to  the  issue  of  subsistence  to  the  Indians,  nov^r  in  process  of  re- 
moval from  Florida  to  the  West,  after  their  arrival  at  the  location  assigned 
them  by  the  Indian  Agent. 

Issues  will  be  made  to  those  Indians,  by  this  Department,  for  one  year 
from  their  arrival  at  their  location,  and  their  number  may  vary  from  ninety 
to  over  six  hundred. 

After  ascertaining  from  the  Indian  Agent  the  place  of  their  location,  you 
will  select  some  central  position,  suitable  for  your  dep6t,  and  make  coa- 
tracts  for  the  delivery,  to  yon,  of  all  the  subsistence  you  may  require  to 
enable  you  to  make  your  issues.  As  the  number  of  rations  cannot  be  defi- 
nitely fixed,  your  contracts  will  not  fix  the  quantities. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Indians,  you  will  at  once  make  "  rolls,"  embracing 
all,  and  stating  the  number,  age,  and  sex.  These  rolls  will  serve  as  vouch- 
ers, and  on  them  you  will  make  your  issues. 

The  ration  will  consist  of  one  pound  of  fresh  beef,  or  fresh  pork,  and 
three-fourths  of  a  pound  of  com,  or  com  meal,  with  four  quarts  of  salt  to 
the  hundred  rations. 

In  all  your  accounts,  you  will  be  governed  by  the  forms  of  the  subsist- 
ence regulations,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  furnished  you.  As  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  issues  will  be  made  by  yourself  and  your  assistants,  and  every 
precaution  will  be  taken  to  insure  to  the  Indian  his  full  allowance. 

You  will  employ  such  assistance  as  you  may  require,  and  all  expenses 
requisite  for  the  successful  carrying  out  of  these  instructions^  will  be  paid 
by  you  from  the  funds  furnished  you  by  this  Department 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  you  will  act  in  harmony  with  the  Indian 
Agent. 

Consult  freely  with  Greneral  Belknap,  and  correspond  frequently  and 
fully  with  this  Office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  GEO.  GIBSON, 

Brevet-Captain  F.  T.  DENT, 
fUh  Inffntry, 
Fort  Gibson,  Ark. 
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Department  op  the  Interior, 

OfpI€e  op  Indian  Afpairs, 

May  13th,  185G. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  ultimo,  a 
copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  this  office,  on  the  7th  instant,  with  a 
view  to  its  furnishing  that  body  with  copies  of  all  correspondence  or  other 
documents,  to^^ether  with  such  other  information  as  is  therein  set  forth,  re- 
lating to  the  fate  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida,  I  have  the  honor,  herewith, 
to  submit  copies  of  all  such  papers  as  have  been  filed  in  this  office  during 
the  past  year,  having  any  connection  whatever  with  the  subject  matter  of 
inquiry,  numbering  from  1  to  56,  both  inclusive.  The  information  they 
embody  is  deemed  a  sufficient  response  to  so  much  of  the  first  clause  of  the 
resolution  as  can  be  answered  from  this  office. 

With  regard  to  the  inquiry  of  "what  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  re- 
moval of  i»id  Indians  to  their  appropriate  location,  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river;  whether  any,  and  what,  negotiations  have  been  had  with  them,  and 
with  what  result,"  I  would  respectfully  refer,  so  far  as  this  office  is  concerned, 
its  correspondence  with,  and  instructions  to,  M.  Duval,  sub-agent  for  the 
S^ninoles  west,  and  S.  Spencer,  who  was,  for  a  short  time,  sub-agent  for 
the  Indians  remaining  in  Florida,  but  whose  commission  was  revoked  upon 
the  cooimencement  of  hostilities  by  the  Indians,  and  the  charge  of  said 
Indians,  thereupon,  again  reverted  to  the  military.  The  letters  and  reports 
of  Mr.  Duval  will  mark  the  progressive  steps  of  all  negotiations  having  any 
connection  with  the  Indian  Office,  and  those  of  Captain  (ilasey,  the  final  ter- 
mination or  result,  which  result  was,  that  after  sending  off  one  party  of 
their  people,  the  remainder  positively  refused  to  emigrate. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of"  under  what  treaty  the  Indians  now  remain 
in  florida  ?"  I  would  state  that  it  is  under  no  treaty  stipulation  whatever, 
but  upon  sufferance,  under  an  amicable  arrangement  with  (then)  Colonel 
Worth,  U.  S.  A.,  which  arrangement  was  subsequently  sanctioned  by  the 
government;  a  copy  of  the  same  is  herewith  submitted,  beng  No.  1  of 
the  accompanying  documents. 

The  foregoing  paragraph  is,  substantially,  also  a  reply  to  the  last  interrog- 
atory contained  in  the  resolution,  "  whether  the  treaty  of  Payne's  landinc 
has  ever  been  executed  ?"  That  treaty  was  concluded  in  May,  1832,  and 
ratified  in  April,  1834.  By  it,  the  Indians  were  required  to  remove  within 
three  years  after  its  ratification.  The  commissoner  who  framed  the  treaty 
seems  to  have  anticipated  its  consummation  in  1835;  but  nearly  two 
years  delay  in  its  ratification  would  extend  the  time  for  their  removal  to 
16S7.  Inasmuch,  as  a  portion  of  them  remained  in  Florida,  after  that  time, 
and  stall  remain  there,  the  treaty  aforementioned^  has  certainly  never  been 
fiUly  executed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
Hod  Thos.  Ewino, 

See.  cf  the  Interior. 
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(Order  No.  27) 
Head-Quarters,  Military  Department j 
No.  9.     Cedar  Kbtb,  August  11.  1842. 
By  arrangement  with  the  few  Indians  remaining  in  the  southern  portion 
of  Florida,  between   whom   and  the  whites  hostilities  no  longer  exist, 
they  are  permitted,  for  a  while,  to  plant  and  hunt  on  the  lands  included 
within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit :  from  the  mouth  of  Talakchop  Ro, 
or  Pease  creek,  up  the  left  bank  of  that  stream  to  the  fork  of  the  southern 
branch,  and  following  that  branch  to  the  head,  or  northern  edge  of"  Lake 
Istakp-ga ;  thence  down  the  eastern  margin  of  that  lake  to  the  stream  which 
empties  from  it,  into  the  "  Kissimniee  "  river,  following  the  left  bank  of 
said  stream  and  river  to  where  the  latter  empties  into  "  Lake  Ockechobee  ;" 
thence  due  south  through  said  lake,  and  the  Everglades  to  Shark  river,  fol- 
lowing the  right  bank  of  that  river  to  the  Gulf;  Uience  along  the  Gdf-shore 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  excluding  all  islands  lying  between  "  Punta  Rassa  " 
and  the  head  of  Charlotte  harbor.     Within  the  S[>ondaries  thus  described, 
no  settlement  can  with  safety  or  propriety  be  formed ;  and  any  persons 
making  settlement  within  those  limits  will  be  subjected  to  removal,  in  con- 
formity with  the  laws  in  reference  to  the  Indians,  and  their  plaoes  of  res- 
idence.    The  forejgoine  temporary  arrangement  bein^  in  conformity  with 
the  instructions  ofthe  rresident  of  the  United  States,  is  communicated  for 
the  information  of  all  whom  it  may  concern, 

By  order  of  Col.  Worth. 
A  true  copy.  (Signed)  S.  COOPER. 

Assistant  Adfutant^GeneraL 
;    J.  T.  Spraouk, 

Copt.  A.  D.  C.^A.A.  A.  G. 


Department  of  the  Interiob* 
Office,  Indian  Affairs,  April  6,  1849. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
fd^owing  report  in  relation  to  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida. 

By  the  treaty  of  Payne's  landing.  May  0, 1832,  the  Seminoles  relinquish* 
ed  cul  theii  claims  to  land  in  Florida,  and  agreed  to  remove  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river ;  but  when  measures  for  that  purpose  came  to  be  adm>te(i 
by  the  Uovemment,  they  resisted  and  broke  out  into  open  hostilities.  From 
that  time  to  this,  all  matters  pertaininff  to  them,  have  been  in  charge  o^ 
and  manased  by  the  militair  branch  of  the  service,  by  which  the  removal 
of  a  considerable  number  of  them  has  been  effected,  though  there  has  beea 
no  emigration  since  1842,  when  the  removal  of  the  remainder  at  that  timew 
being  deemed  impracticable,  or  very  uncertain,  and  only  to  be  accomplish- 
ed at  a  heavy  expense,  it  was  deemed  advisable,  in  order  to  lessen  the 
heavy  expencutures  connected  with  the  military  operations  in  Florida,  and 
to  relieve  the  frontier  inhabitants  from  the  constant  liability  of  murderous 
and  plundering  attacks  from  the  Indians,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement 
with  them  by  which  they  were  permitted  to  remain  for  the  time  being, 
within  a  defined  district  of  country — ^to  which  they  were  to  confine  them* 
selves,  and  to  refrain  from  molesting  our  citizens.  The  countnr  assigned 
to  them  you  will  find  designated  on  the  accompan^ring  section  of  a  map,  by 
the  red  hne.    The  strip  between  thai  line  and  that  m  Uue,  is  neutral  ground. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


101  [  49  ] 

oa  which  neither  whites  nor  Indians  were  to  settle ;  and  in  order  that  it 
mig^t  so  remain,  the  public  surveys,  I  understand,  were  not  to  extend  with- 
in the  blue  line. 

The  arrangement  above  referred  to,  was  made  by  General  Worth  in 
August,  1842,  and  approved  by  the  War  Department ;  and  the  charge  of 
the  Indians,  and  the  necessary  supervision  of  affairs  to  ensure  the  due  ob- 
servance  of  the  arranflement,  has,  as  stated,  ever  since  been  in  the  hands 
a[  the  military ;  the  Indian  agency  for  Florida  having  been  abolished  by 
(he  organization  act  of  June  dOth,  1884.  The  actual  duties  growing  out 
of  this  state  of  affairs,  have  been  confided  to,  and  executed  by,  a  particular 
officer  designated  for  the  purpose ;  who  has  made  all  the  disbursements  in- 
cident thereto,  and  who  has  been  allowed  by  special  decision  of  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  War,  for  expenses  incurred  therein. 

These  payments  have  been  made  partly  out  of  an  appropriation  of  1837, 
for  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  the  balance  of  which  has  been 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  and  partly  out  of  a  balance  on  hand  of  a  spe- 
cial appropriation  of  #100,000  made  February  18th,  1841, — ^"to  be  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  removal,  subsistence 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Seminole  Indian  chiefs  and  warriors  as  may  sur- 
render for  emigration."  The  greater  part  of  this  appropriation  was  ex- 
pended for  purposes  connected  with  the  removal  of  Inaians  that  emigrated ; 
and  the  subsequent  disbursements  out  of  it,  and  the  other  fund  mentioned, 
have  I  presume  been  authorized  on  the  ground  that  one  of  the  main  objects 
of  the  supervision  executed  by  the  military  was,  if  possible,  to  bring  about 
a  state  of  things  which  would  ultimately  lead  to  the  removal  of  the  remain- 
ing Indians.  It  is  not  supposed  to  be  applicable  to  such  expenses  as  are 
usual  in  this  department  in  maintaining^  agents,  &c.,  in  the  management  of 
oar  Indian  relations.  The  question  arises  too,  whether  it  could  be  disburs- 
ed by  this  department,  as  the  act  specially  provides  that  it  is  *'  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War."  The  balance  unex- 
pended is,  #8,875.78,  of  which  #5000  has  been  designated  to  go  to  the  sur- 
plus fand  on  the  80th  June  next,  but  which  may  be  reclaimed  if  considered 
necessary. 

If  it  be  thought  advisable  to  connect  the  charge  of  the  Indians  in  ques- 
tion to  this  department,  it  is  presumed  it  can  be  done  by  the  appointment 
of  a  sab-agent  for  them,  under  the  general  authority  of  the  5th  section  of 
the  organization  act  of  June  80th  1884,  whose  compensation  and  expenses 
coold  be  paid  as  those  of  other  sub-acents  are  paid. 

As  the  part  of  a  map  herewith,  belongs  with  other  important  papers  to 
the  files  of  this  office,  its  return  is  respectfully  requested. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


W.  MEDILL, 


Hon.  T.  Ewiwo. 
Secretary  rf  ike  Interior. 


DEPAaTMCNT   OF  THE   IWTERIOa, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  April  20th  1849. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  appointment  for  you, 

mm  sttb-agent  for  the   Seminole   Indians   remaining  m   Florida.     It    has 

been   retained  for   a  few  days  with  the  view   of  sending  with   it  your 

iastrvctions,  which  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  position  of  those  In- 
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dians/  must  be  of  a  special  character.  But  those  Indians  not  harin^ 
for  many  years  been  in  charge  of  this  office,  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  all  the  correspondence  and  documents  necessary  to  a  full 
understanding  of  their  present  situation  and  condition,  and  to  determine 
the  course  of  policy  which  should  be  pursued  towards  them,  so  as  to  pre- 
pare your  instructions  in  a  proper  manner.  I  have,  therefore,  conclud- 
ed to  send  your  appointment  without  them.  They  wiH  be  transmitted 
at  the  earliest  period  at  which  they  can  be  made  out,  and  copies  of  the  ne- 
cessary documents  prepared  for  your  intbrmation. 

I  transmit  ako  the  form  of  a  bond  to  be  executed  by  you,  in  the  pena> 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  whose  sufficiency 
must  be  certitied  by  an  United  States'  Judge  or  District  Attorney. 

Your  compensation  will  commence  on  your  entering  upon  your  duties 
after  the  execution  and  transmission  of  your  bond. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  order  of  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Arn>y, 
relieving  the  military  at  Tampa  Bay  of  the  charge  of  the  Indmns;  and 
instructing  that  the  property  and  funds  connected  therewith,  be  turned 
over  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  MEDILL. 
Samuel  C.  Spencer,  Esa.^ 

Jacksonville,  Florida. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  May  8ih,  1849; 

Sir  :  Having  procured  the  necessary  documents,  referred  to  in  wy  letter 
of  the  20th  ult,  I  proceed  to  embody  such  general  instructions  as  seem  at 
this  time,  to  be  proper  for  your  information  and  guidance  in  the  perform- 
ance of  your  duties  as  sub-agent  for  the  Indians  in  Florida. 

The  enclosed  section  of  the  map  of  Florida,  wiU  show  you  the  district  of 
country  assigned  to  the  Indians  in  <)uestion,  by  the  arrangement  made  by 
General  Worth  in  August,  1842,  in  conformity' with  orders  from  the  Wwr 
Department ;  and  the  accompanying  documents — manuscript  and  printed, 
will  apprise  you  of  the  nature  of  that  arrangement,,  of  the  circumslancea 
under  which  it  was  n>ade,  and  of  the  number  of  the  Indians,  and  their 
general  character,  disposition  and  relations  towards  our  citizens  and  the 
government.  The  reports  of  Captain  Sprague  of  the  army,  who  for  some 
time  had  charge  of  the  relations  with  the  Indians  in  question,  contain  much 
inforniation  which  you  will,  doubtless^  find  valuable,  in  relation  to  the  par- 
ticular Indians  who  are  most  prominent  in  position  and  influence  amons 
their  people,  and  to  the  course  probably  the  most  proper  to  be  pursued 
towards  them,  so  as  to  acquire  and  exercise  an  influence  over,  and  to 
keep  them  quiet,  tind  to  prevent  difficulties  between  them  and  the  whites. 

The  section  of  the  country  assigned  to  the  Indians,  which  is  indicated 
on  the  map  by  the  red  line,  is  very  large  and  affords  ample  resources  of 
every  description  for  their  necessities  and  wants,  so  that  there  can  be  lit- 
tle it  any  [pretext  for  their  going  beyond  the  boundary,  and  you  should  en- 
deavor to  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  keeping  within  it,  for  their 
own  safety  and  welfare,  and  to  prevent  difficulties  between  them  and  our 
citizens  which  might  lead  to  hostilities.  In  like  manner  you  should  coun- 
sel our  own  citizens  to  abstain  from  intruding  upon,  or  in  any  way  interfer- 
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ing  with  the  Indians,  and  do  all  in  your  power  to  prevent  their  doing  so. 
The  greater  care  and  precaution  is  required,  because  the  laws  regulating 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  are  not  in  force  in  Florida,  so 
that  your  success  in  preventing  collisions  and  preserving  peace  between 
the  Indians  and  the  citizens,  will  depend  in  no  slight  degree  on  your  vigil- 
ance, activity,  and  prudence,  on  which  the  department  places  great  reli- 
ance. In  cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty  of  any  kind,  you  will  please  to  re- 
port the  circumstances  promptly  to  the  department  for  its  information,  and 
such  special  instructions  will  be  given  you  thereto,  as  seem  to  be  proper 
and  necessary.  And  in  order  that  the  department  may  be  kept  fully  ad- 
vised of  the  state  of  affairs  connected  with  your  sub-agency,  and  all  that 
transpires  of  anv  importance,  you  will  please  make  monthly  reports. 

The  Indians  m  Florida  are  there  contrary  to  their  obligations  under  the 
treaty  of  Payne's  landing,  of  Majr  9,  1832.  Those  of  their  brethren  who 
have  removed  west  are  now  comfortably  settled  and  are  beginning  to  thrive 
and  prosper,  and  it  would  be  far  better  for  those  who  have  not  emigrated 
to  be  with  them,  where  they  could  participate  in  the  annuities  and  other 
benefits  received  from  the  government.  Their  removal  would  also  relieve 
the  department  of  a  charge  onerous  and  perplexing,  and  one  that  is  attended 
with  DO  little  anxiety  lest  something  should  occur  which  might  occasion 
an  outbreak  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  who  are  very  suspicious  and  easily 
excited,  and  who,  though  few  in  number,  could  renew  to  a  considerable 
extent  the  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  the  mischief  and  expense  of  the  late 
quasi  war  with  them.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  you  turn  your  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  their  emigration,  and  the  means  and  influences  by 
which  it  can  be  effected  within  some  reasonable  period.  The  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  safely  and  properly,  is  due  not 
only  to  the  people  of  Florida,  but  would  be  a  great  service  rendered  both 
to  them  and  to  the  government ;  and  as  soon  as  you  can  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  investigating  the  matter,  and  acquiring  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  department  will  be  pleased  to  have  your  views  in  relation  to  it. 
The  Indians  are  said  to  be  very  suspicious  of  every  thing  which  looks  like 
making  arrangements  for  their  removal,  and  you  cannot  therefore  be  too 
cautious  in  all  you  do  in  relation  to  the  matter.  The  reports  of  Captain 
Spiafi;ue  will  furnish  you  some  hints  on  this  point,  which  you  will  doubt- 
1^  nnd  useful,  and  it  is  supposed  that  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  other 
valuable  information  from  the  military  officers  at  Tampa  Bay,  who  have 
bad  the  charge  of  the  Indians.  To  them  as  well  as  to  the  department  you 
should  communicate  promptly  every  thing  that  may  presage  difficulty  or 
danger,  in  order  to  secure  their  cooperation  according  to  the  instructions  of 
the  adjutant-general,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
the  20ih  ultimo. 

From  want  of  proper  information  upon  the  subject,  the  department  is  un- 
able to  designate  any  particular  point  at  which  it  would  be  best  to  establish 
yourself,  in  order  to  maintain  a  constant  supervision  over  them  and  their 
movements,  and  to  exercise  a  controlling  influence  with  them.  This  must 
be  left  to  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  on  your  part,  after  having 
made  yourself  acquainted  with  the  section  of  the  territory  where  they 
reside,  or  keep  themselves,  and  the  point  or  points  where  they  are  most 
likely  to  be  interrupted  or  interfered  with  by  white  persons.  The  strip  of 
territory,  twenty  miles  wide,  designated  on  the  map  between  the  red  and 
blue  lines,  you  will  perceive  from  the  documents,  has  been  speciailv  r^ 
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served  from  survey,  as  a  sort  of  neutral  ground  in  order  to  keep  the  Indians 
and  whites  separated,  and  thus  to  avoid  all  cause  or  occasion  for  collisions. 
From  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  its  not  having  been  surveyed,  it  is 
not  supposed  that  there  can  be  any  good  pretext  for  white  persons  going 
upon  it ;  and  none  but  those  of  an  improper  character  and  for  improper 
purposes,  would  attempt  to  do  so,  and  this  you  will  endeavor  by  every 
coiTect  means  to  prevent. 

You  will  be  allowed  an  interpreter  for  such  occasions  as  your  intercourse 
with  the  Indians  may  render  necessary,  or  permanently  if  you  find  it  best 
to  employ  one ;  but  the  allowance  under  this  head  cannot  exceed  8300  per 
annum,  it  being  limited  to  that  amount  by  law.  Beyond  your  actual  and 
necessary  travelling  expenses  in  the  performance  of  your  public  duties,  no 
allowance  can  be  made  to  you  personally  other  than  your  salary;  and 
your  accounts  for  those  expences  must  be  supported  by  regular  receipts* 
when  they  can  be  obtained,  showing  the  amounts  paid,  to  whom,  and  for 
what,  or,  when  they  cannot  be  procured,  by  a  memorandum  showing  the 
same,  and  to  be  certified  by  you  on  honor  as  correct.  Should  you  antici- 
pate any  occasions  when  unsual  expenditures  will  in  your  judgment  be 
necessary,  or  would  be  judicious,  anH  attended  with  good  efifects  in  keeping 
the  Indians  quiet,  or  inspiring  a  disposition  to  emigrate,  you  will  please 
communicate  promptly  with  the  department  on  the  subject,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain  its  views  and  directions.  I  need  not  say  to  you  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  department  cooperated  with  by  you  to  limit  the  expenses  connected 
with  your  sub-agency  to  as  small  an  amount  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  MEDILL. 

Samuel  Spencer,  Esq., 
Sub-Indian  Agent, 
Jacksonville,  Florida. 


Head-Quartbrs,  7th  Military  Department, 

Fort  Smith,  June  12,  1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Seminole  chiefs  addressed  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  division,  and 
acopy  of  one  from  the  Seminole  sub-agent  upon  the  subject  of  the  removal 
of  the  Indians  from  Florida,  which  embraces  all  the  information  I  have  to 
communicate  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

I  would  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  remark  that  I  have  noticed  the 
commanding  general's  order  requiring  reports  from  commanding  officers  of 
posts,  in  case  of  any  Indian  disturbances,  &c.,  and  would  state  that,  during 
my  long  service  on  this  frontier  1  have  known  many  reports  to  be  made  by 
Indian  agents  and  others  of  depredations  having  been  committed  by  bands 
of  hostile  Indians,  of  expected  outbreaks  and  attacks,  &c.,  &c.,  which  have 
turned  out  to  be  utterly  groundless,  and  which,  in  some  cases,  have  been 
the  result  of  interested  motives.  Possibly  some  such  may  reach  the  gen- 
eral. But  so  long  as  I  remain  in  command  of  this  department,  I  trust  I 
shall  be  duly  informed  of  all  of  any  importance  that  may  transpire  within 
its  limits,  of  which  I  shall  not  fail  promptly  to  report  to  division  head- 
<)uarters. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  say  this  much  in  order  that  the  numerous 
mifounded  rumors  which  are  too  frequently  set  afloat  by  desiring  persons 
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from  interested  motives,  may  not  command  more  attention  than  they  justly 
merit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Brigadi^r-General  V.  S.  A. 
Major  W.  W.  Mackall, 
Assutant  Adjutani-Greneral, 
Western  Division,  New  Orleans,  La. 


(Copy.) 

Seminole  Sub-Aobncy, 
May  23.  1849. 
Sis  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  letter  from  the  chief  of  Seminoles  to  Gen- 
era) E.  P.  Gaines,  U.  S.  A.,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  13th  ultimo. 

The  subject  was  laid  before  them  in  council  about  12th  instant,  and  their 
views  desired. 

I  had  on  a  former  occasion,  in  their  behalf,  offered  to  send  a  delegation, 
but  the  department  did  not  appear  disposed  to  act,  and  the  Indians  **  did 
not  know  what  had  caused  "  the  present  proposition,  and  therefore  have 
delayed  until  now  their  answer. 

They  in  the  meantime  had  said  to  me  they  would  send,  as  many  desired 
to  go— they  would  appoint  any  number  from  5  to  20  or  more — ^but  pre- 
ferred not  sending  less  than  ten,  with  two  or  three  interpreters. 

Whether  they  would  give  a  very  favorable  account  of  this  country  is 
very  problematical :  if  they  speak  of  it  to  them  as  they  do  to  me,  the  court- 
try  would  be  no  inducement  for  the  others  to  remove  ;  yet  their  desire  to 
have  the  others  with  them  would  go  far  in  inducing  a  favorable  report. 

If  the  delegates  are  accompanied  by  a  person  who  has  influence  with 
them,  much  might  be  done  that  could  not  be  by  the  advice  of  strangers, 
and  if  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  A.  is  to  be  detailed  for  such  service,  and  I 
might  be  allowed  by  the  government  to  make  a  suggestion,  I  would,  if  not 
disagreeable  to  him,  desire  Capt,  John  C.  Casey  should  be  that  officer,  as 
one  acquainted  with  the  Indians  and  of  all  the  officers,  as  far  as  my  inform- 
ation goes,  the  most  popular  with  the  Indians.  That  gentleman  now  being 
there,  possibly  misht  be  the  more  willing  to  be  thus  engaged. 
I  nave  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  M.  DUVAL, 

Sem.  Sub-Agent. 
P.  S.     As  this  subject  has  befpre  been  laid  before  the  government  by 
myself,  and  there  appears  now  a  prospect  of  having  my  proposition  acted 
upon,  you  will  please  inform  the  general  that  I  will  communicate  also  with 
the  department  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

M.  DUVAL. 
Lieut  F.  F.  Flint. 
A.  A.  Adj, 'General J 
7th  Mil.  Dept.,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

(A  true  Copy.     F.  F.  Flint,  A.  A.  Adj.-Gen.) 
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(Copy.) 
Seminole  Sub-Aoency,  May  23d,  1849. 
Major-Geiieral  Gaines  : 

0(7R  Friend  :  This  day  we  assembled  together  near  the  Canadian  and 
Little  river,  and  we  are  now  going  to  answer  the  word  you  have  sent  us. 

You  sent  word  to  us  and  we  have  received  it,  and  we  are  mighty  glad 
and  therefore  we  want  to  answer  you. 

We  are  of  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians,  and  are  very  poor,  and  are 
living,  just  so  as  to  get  along ;  as  much  as  to  say,  almost  dead,  yet  we 
want  to  see  our  brothers  very  much,  as  we  love  one  another.  We  are  all 
of  one  family.  Some  of  us  have  brothers  yet  in  Florida,  and  other  rela- 
tions  who  are  scattered,  some  here  and  some  in  Florida,  and  we  want  to 
see  them  very  much ;  and  therefore,  when  we  received  your  word  we 
were  very  much  pleased.  We  were  not  angry  with  our  brothers  or  vexed 
with  them  when  we  parted,  nor  they  with  us,  as  we  did  not  separate  of 
our  own  accord.  The  whites  separated  us  and  we  wish  now  to  unite 
again  very  much. 

We  are  here  on  this  territory  and  it  is  all  we  can  say ;  we  cannot  tell 
you  much,  but  answer  just  according  to  the  word  we  have  received  from 
you. 

We  have  now  a  new  governor  Miceomut-char-sar  f  Jim  Jumper)  who  is 
present,  and  there  are  also  present  Passucku  Yohda,  Alligator,  and  myself 
the  speaker,  Cowoc-coo-chee,  or  Wild  Cat,  and  the  word  we  send  to  you, 
is  just  the  same  as  if  all  were  here  and  sent  word. 

We  have  known  you  a  lone  time,  as  you  must  now  be  getting  to  be  a  very 
old  man  ;  and  when  last  I  (the  speaker)  saw  you  we  had  a  talk,  and  that 
was  at  Pittsburgh,  the  time  I  went  to  Washington,  since  which  time  we 
have  heard  of  you  often,  first  one  way  then  another,  and  we  expect  the 
word  we  have  now  got  from  you  is  a  good  one. 

We  are  willing  to  send  on  a  delegation  to  Florida,  we  will  not  say  how 
many  should  go,  think  there  ought  to  be  a  little  more  than  ten,  with  the 
interpreters,  but  we  wish  to  know  how  many  vou  want.  We  will  not 
now  say  who  should  go,  or  that  we  could  spare  the  agent  and  his  interpret- 
er, (old  Abraham)  and  several  other  of  the  business  men,  as  we  have 
affairs  to  attend  to  here,  but  we  would  send  you  good  active  men,  we  . 
would  pick  out  such  as  would  be  of  service. 

Among  others  who  do  as  an  interpreter  is  Jim  Factor,  and  may  be  be 
will  want  to  go. 

We  will  not  say  that  we  would  send  before  September  for  fear  of  sick- 
ness, but  that  would  be  the  right  time,  as  our  people  will  then  be  going  out 
hunting  and  they  ought  to  know  about  it,  before  that. 

There  ought  also  to  be  more  than  one  interpreter,  as  one  might  be  sick 
or  an  accident  happen  and  then  there  would  be  some  one  left  to  talk. 

We  now  say  good-by,  and  take  you  by  the  hand.  We  are  your  friends 
and  brothers. 

MICCOMUT-CHAR-SAR, 

Governor.  X 
COWOCCCX)-CHEE, 

Speaker  for  Seminoles.  >^ 
PASSUCKU  Y9HOLO, 
Alligator.  X 
Witness,  M.  Duval,  Seminole  Sub-Agent. 
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Departbusnt  Of  TUB  Intbrior, 
Officb  Indian  Affairs, 
July  25(h,  1849. 
Sir  :  There  has  been  received  at  this  Office,  through  that  of  the  Adju- 
tant-Geoeral,  copies  of  letters  of  yourself,  and  certain  Seminole  chiefs,  the 
latter  to  the  late  Major-General  Gaines,  on  the  subject  of  sending  a  depu* 
tation  from  the  Seminoles  west,  to  those  in  Florida,  in  order  to  exercise  an 
influence  with  the  latter  to  induce  them  to  join  their  brethren  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

The  char^  of  the  Indians  in  Florida,  has  recently  been  turned  over 
from  the  mihtary  to  this  Department,  and  the  subject  of  this  removal,  and 
of  the  best  way  to  effect  it,  is  now  under  consideration.  Copies  of  the 
above  letters  have  been  sent  to  the  Sub>Agent,  not  long  since  appointed 
for  them,  and  he  has  been  required  to  acquaint  himself  well  with  the  ques- 
tion, and  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  having  a  bearing  upon  it,  and  to 
make  a  full  report  to  the  Department  in  relation  to  it,  to  enable  it  to  come 
to  some  definite  determination,  and  to  adopt  the  best  possible  measures  to 
effect  the  object. 

The  sending  of  a  proper  delegation  from  the  Indians  west,  would  no 
doubt  be  attended  with  good  results ;  and  the  Department  is  disposed  to 
consider  the  measure  favorably,  when  definitive  arrangements  come  to  be 
adopted.  In  the  mean  time  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  this  office,  how 
many  of  the  western  Seminoles  it  would  be  advisable  to  select,  who  they 
should  be,  whether  they  can  go  by  themselves,  or  some  person  as  a  con- 
doctor  should  accompany  them,  when  it  would  be  best  for  them  to  go,  and 
what  would  be  the  probable  expense ;  and  any  other  information  in  your 
power,  to  enable  this  office  to  understand  the  whole  matter  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, and  to  draw  up  suitable  instructions  for  carrying  out  the  enterprise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
M.  Duval,  Esq., 

Sub' Agent  for  Seminoles, 

Fort  Gibson,  Western  Territory. 


(Copy.) 
To  the  Hon.  Thomas  Ewino, 
Secretary,  4^. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  commission  which  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  from 
your  Department  reached  this  place  during  my  attendance  of  the  courts 
for  this  circuit. 

Since  my  return  I  have  been  much  engi^ed  in  my  profession  and  do* 
mestic  matters.  I  shall  leave  for  the  Peninsula  next  Monday.  The 
Indians  have  recently  committed  some  small  depredations  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  boundaries,  as  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Weeks,  recently  returned 
from  S.  Florida.  The  people  generally  are  anxious  to  have  the  Indians 
removed,  and  on  that  subject  I  shall  make  diligent  and  I  hope  proper  en- 
quiry while  on  my  expected  tour,  and  I  shall  then  communicate  very  fully 
with  the  Department. 

I  wish  to  trouble  the  Department  with  some  enquiries  for  my  informa- 
tion.    Does  the  commission  give  me  control  of  the  trading  establishments, 
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SO  far  as  to  appoint  the  merohant  or  merchants,  for  that  purpose  ?  Am  I 
to  expect  no  further  oompensation  than  #750  which  is  **  exclusive  of  all 
emoluments  ?"  If  neeessity  requires  my  absence  can  I  act  by  proxy,  on 
my  responsibility  ? 

From  the  papers  before  me  I  learn  that  there  is  now  an  incumbent  in 
the  office,  and  therefore  the  interest  of  the  cause  can  not  require  very 
prompt  attention  so  far  as  entering  on  the  duties  of  the  office  is  in  ques- 
tion. 

I  hope  to  hear  from  head  quarters  shortly,  and  shall  as  ever, 
Remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  SPENCER. 

Postmarked  Jacksonville,  Florida.    Received  at  the  Department  in  June. 


DBPAKTifENT   OF   THE    iNTERrOB, 

Office  op  Indian  Affairs. 
7  Juncy  1849. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  without  date, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  appointment  as  Sub-A^ent  for  the 
Indians  in  Florida,  and  making  certain  enquiries,  has  been  referred  to  this 
office. 

To  vour  first  enquiry  I  answer,  that  your  office  vests  in  you  the  entire 
control  of  any  trading  establishments  permitted  within  the  limits  of  the 
district  assigned  to  the  Indians,  and  that  it  is  optional  with  you,  governed 
by  a  just  sense  of  duty,  and  the  probable  effect  or  influence  upon  the 
Indians,  to  permit  or  to  exclude  such  establishments,  as,  on  impartial  con'* 
sideration,  you  may  deem  best 

To  your  second  query  I  reply  that  your  compensation  cannot  exceed 
#750  per  annum ;  that  being  all  the  law  allows. 

In  answer  to  your  third  question,  I  have  to  remark  that  the  law  provides 
that  every  Indian  Agent,  including  Sub- Agents  ''  shall  reside  and  keep  his 
agency  within  or  near  the  territory  of  the  tribe  for  which  he  may  be  agent, 
and  at  such  place  as  the  President  may  designate,  and  shall  not  depart 
from  the  limits  of  his  agency  without  permission."  Any  absence,  unless 
under  extraordinary  circumstances,  except  such  as  may  be  granted  upon 
application  therefor,  showing  that  it  would  not  be  attended  with  any  bad 
efiects  to  the  public  service,  and  that  the  state  of  aflairs  among  the  Indians 
would  admit  of  it  with  safety  and  propriety,  would  be  contrary  to  the  in- 
tent and  spirit  of  the  above  law. 

The  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  country  of  their 
brethren  west  of  the  Mississippi  is  now  strongly  urged,  and  the  Department 
hopes  soon  to  be  in  possession  of  your  views  and  opinions  as  to  the  proper 
time,  and  the  best  measures  to  be  adopted  to  accomplish  that  highly  de- 
sirable object. 

The  Department  is  in  daily  expectation  of  the  receipt  of  your  bond. 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEDILL. 
Samuel  Spencer,  Esq., 
Suth-lndian  Agent. 

tna  Jacksooville,  Florida. 
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Jaokbonvillr, 
June  39,  1840. 
HoiL  T.  EwiHo. 
I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  the  department  that  I  have  not  yet  removed 
to  Fort  Brooks  for  a  few  very  good  reasons. 

The  health  of  my  family  will  not  permit  a  removal  at  this  time. 
There  is  no  residence  at  Tampa  whioh  I  can  obtain  for  myself  and  fam- 
iiy.    Major  Morris  has  proposed  building  in  the  garrison  for  the  accommo- 
dation  ot  the  officers  located  there,  and  offers  to  prepare  a  building  for  my- 
self. 

While  absent  from  Tampa  I  can  have  a  person  engaged  at  the  trading- 
house,  who  will  ffive  me  every  information  required,  or  send  me  an  express 
at  my  expense  itnecessary.  I  shall  have  a  person  at  Tampa,  and  probably 
one  at  Enterprise  for  the  same  purpose,  as  persons  who  trade  or  trespass 
in  the  Indian  territory  enter  or  return  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  places, 
and  it  is  the  same  in  reference  to  the  Indians.  From  Jacksonville  the 
communication  almost  daily  and  very  rapid  to  every  important  point  in 
this  state  and  four  times  per  week  to  Washington ;  with  this  arrangement 
lod  visiting  them  regularly  every  three  months  I  am  certain  I  can  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  «tifr-agent  as  well  or  better  than  if  located  where  they 
are. 

I  understand  the  law  to  direct  that  the  sub-agent  shall  give  a  bond  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  shall  reside  in  the  Indian  territory  or  at  such  place 
as  the  Pi-esident  shall  direct. 

In  undertaking  the  duties  of  the  office,  I  intend  to  perform  them  perfectly 
and  promptly,  and  whenever  I  find  I  cannot  do  so  I  shall  resign  most  cheer- 
fully upon  the  slightest  intimation  from  the  Department  to  that  effect. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

S.  SPENCER. 


Washington  City, 
July  3,  1849. 
Hon.  T.  EwiNo, 
Secretary  J  4^. 
Sia :  There  are  a  number  of  Seminole  Indians  still  remainins  in  the 
state  of  Florida,  which  the  citizens  of  that  state  are  desirous  of  having 
removed.     I  feel  satisfied  that  they  can  be  removed  neaceably  within  the 
next  twelve  months,  if  the  department  feels  authorized  to  make  a  contract 
therefor. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  respectfully  to  ask  whether  you 
will  entertain  a  prcqposition  for  the  removal  of  the  l^miuoles  from  Florida 
to  their  country  west. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  BRYAN. 


DaPARTMXNT'Or  THB   INTERIOR, 

Of FKK.  Indian  Affairs, 

July  16,  184d; 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  referred  to  this  oflice,  your  letter 
of  the  8d  inst,  asking  whether  the  Department  feels  authorised  to  make» 
and  will  entertain  a  proposition  for  a  contract  for  the  removal  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  remaining  m  Florida. 
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In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Department  does  not 
feel  so  authorised,  inasmuch  as  there  are  not  funds  on  hand,  considered 
appllcaiile,  sufficient  for  that  object.  Moreover  the  subject  is  one  of  great 
importance,  and  requires  the  most  careful  and  deliberate  consideration, 
after  obtaining  information  not  novr  possessed  by  the  Department,  bat 
which  the  sub-agent,  recently  appoint^  for  the  Indians  in  question,  has 
been  required  to  procure. 

Very,  &c. 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
Joseph  Bryan,  Esq., 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Jacksonville,  East  Florida, 

July  22,  1849. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Home  Department, 
Washington. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  address  you  upon  the  subject  of  the  late  Indian  out- 
rage at  Fort  Pierce  below  Indian  river,  accounts  of  which  I  enclose. 

1  am  ignorant  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  difficulty,  and  it  may  be  of 
a  character  entirely  local,  and  therefore  not  to  be  considered  as  an  act  of 
aggression  by  the  Indians  generally,  yet  the  fact  is  evident  that  the  settle- 
ments upon  the  frontier  will  all  be  broken  up  unless  they  are  promptly  and 
fullv  protected. 

Action  immediate  and  energetic  should  be  had  to  prevent  further  out- 
rages, and  at  once  put  down  any  turbulent  disposition  among  the  Indians. 
Delay  may  be  fatal  as  in  1S35,  and  this  district  be  again  cursed  with  an- 
other disastrous  war. 

Your  department  has  been,  I  understand,  advised  that  both  whites  and 
Indians  have  disregarded  the  boundary  lines,  and  that  about  forty  families 
are  now  settled  upon  the  belt  of  twenty  miles  which  was  to  have  remained 
as  amnesty  ground,  and  the  fact  of  these  Indians  being  at  Fort  Pierce  is 
evidence  of  their  transgressing. 

The  Indian  agent  should  have  a  force  at  his  control  sufficient  to  carry 
out  the  agreement  made  by  the  lamented  Worth  with  these  Indians.  Re- 
moval I  look  upon  at  present  as  impracticable,  and  therefore  can  only 
expect  protection  to  be  rendered  to  keep  the  Indians  within  their  limits. 

I  do  not  believe  this  outrage  was  a  premeditated  act  known  to  the  chiefs, 
yet  it  is  fraught  with  sufficient  danger  to  deter  settlers  from  remaining  upon 
their  plantations  without  protection.  Four  posts  of  one  hundred  men  each, 
around  the  Indian  district  would,  I  think,  secure  the  residents  upon  the 
firontier,  and  keep  the  Indians  under  proper  restraint. 

I  have  written  Grovemor  Moseley  recommending  that  he  order  out  one 
company  at  least  of  eighty  or  a  hundred  men  to  accompany  the  agent  to 
the  frontier  to  enforce  the  compact  as  to  boundary  lines. 

It  is  fortunate  that  we  have  at  the  head  of  our  government  one  who  un- 
derstands our  position  with  these  Indians ;  and  a  statement  oi facts  will  be 
dl  that  is  necessary,  I  trust,  to  secure  us  what  we  require. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  BRYANT. 

« 
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(Copy.) 

Jacksonville,  June  26,  1849. 

Deae  Sit:  I  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  communication  from  the 
**  Office  of  Indian  Affairs,"  dated  7th  June,  which  was  received  at  this  office 
daring  mj  absence  at  Tampa  or  Fort  Brooks.  The  purpose  of  this  visi) 
was  to  confer  with  the  officers  of  the  government  connected  with  Indian 
afik/rs,  and  any  other  persons  who  could  afford  me  any  information  with 
regard  to  the  Indians  generally ;  and  also  with  regard  to  various  reports 
which  had  reached  me  at  this  place,  some  of  which  reports  were  stated  in 
my  previous  communication  ;  others  of  a  graver  and  absolutely  illeaal  and 
inadmissible  character,  were  omitted,  as  I  wished  to  be  satisfied  of  the  facts 
before  I  made  aoy  announcement  to  the  Department.  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  not  one  of  these  reports  was  confirmed  upon  diligent  inquiry  at  Fort 
Brooks  and  the  vicinity.  I  further  learn  that  with  respect  to  the  Indians, 
their  deportment  is  such  as  to  secure  our  confidence  in  the  continuance  of 
the  present  pacific  relations  between  the  Indians  and  the  whites. 

I  did  not  visit  the  Indian  station,  from  the  fact  that  the  "  green-corn 
dance  "  was  approaching,  and  would  commence  in  a  very  few  days. 

The  young  men  beine  engaged  in  hunting,  to  procure  provisions  for  their 
ai^roaching  dance,  and  the  women  busily  employed  at  home,  in  preparing 
the  provisions  as  procured  for  the  same.  My  information  being  chiefly 
derived  from  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Kennedy,  who  has  been  trading,  by  commis- 
mission  of  the  government,  with  the  Indians,  for  several  years  past. 

Reports,  both  dangerous  and  exciting,  are  often  circulated  in  the  interior, 
concerning  the  Indians ;  such  reports  are  repeated  through  the  country,  as 
at  St  Augustine,  Jacksonville,  Ccala,  Newmansville,  Tallahassee,  and 
other  places,  with  the  intention  and  for  the  purpose  of  producing  an  excite- 
ment. They  owe  their  origin  to  desienins  persons,  and  upon  investigation 
are  found  to  be  false,  and  to  havt?  no  k>undation  or  existence  at  the  source 
from  whence  they  came. 

Some  go  so  far  as  to  express  the  wish,  that  (in  their  own  language)  "  they 
may  have  lively  times  with  the  Indians  again  soon."  These  reside  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tampa,  and  by  some,  judging  from  their  openly-avowed  wishes^ 
a  difficulty  with  the  Indians  is  desired,  and  would  be  altogether  agreeable> 
on  account  of  pecuniary  advantages  which  miglu  accrue  to  them,  being 
immediately  at  the  scene  of  action.  One  or  two  openly  avowed  their  in-i 
tentions  to  trade  clandestinely  with  the  Indians  on  the  coast,  remarking  to 
Hie :  ^  You  may  catch  us  if  you  can."  In  each  and  every  instance,  I  have 
given  the  assurance,  that  every  aggressor  should,  be  arrested,  if  money» 
effinrta,  and  energy  could  accomplish  it.  \^  ^         ■ 

1  take  pleasure  in  stating,  that,  the  general  feeling  prevailing  among  tha 
whites  is  of  a  universally  amicable  character  toward  the  Indian9,.and  that; 
all  are  very  desirous  for  their  peaceful  removal,  with  Abe  esoeptioa  of  such 
designing  men  as  heretofore  alluded  to. 

And  here  I  will  propose  a  question  which  I  intended  to  propowd  in  m^^ 
last  communication,  and  which,  if  so  asked,  has  not  been  answered,.  T^n 
what  means  may  I  resort,  and  what  resources  control,  in  the  event  of  such 
trespasses  as  I  am  instructed  to  prevei^t  ?  I  will  mention  that  Major  Morris, 
at  Fort  Brooks,  assures  me  of  his  cordial  and  immediate  cooperation  when-/ 
ever  required.  i 

In  regard  to  the  neutral  ground,  or  reserve,  of  twenty  miles,  between  the 
Indians  and  whites,  I  will  state  as  aiact^  which  it  is  important  for  the  De- 
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partment  to  know,  that  this  reserve  has  been  nearly,  if  not  all  of  it  that 
could  be,  surveyed;  many  parcels  of  this  land  have  been  entered,  and  there 
are  forty  families,  or  more,  located  upon  the  reserve. 

I  will  state  that  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  Major  Morris,  after  paying 
his  outstanding  demands,  on  Indian  account,  is  about  (8200)  two  hundrra 
dollars  ;  I  would  respectfully  submit,  whether  this  amount  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  immediate  exigencies  of  the  Indian  affairs,  as  I  propose  at  the  earli* 
est  practicable  period,  to  have  an  interview  with  them ;  whether  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  place  a  larger  amount  at  the  disposal  of  the  agent  for 
the  purpose  of  efficient  negotiation  with  them. 

My  intention  is  to  make  no  proposition  or  suggestion  to  the  Indians, 
without  proper  authority,  and  without  religiously  -perfecting  the  same,  if 
agreed  to  by  them ;  since  the  asent  who  will  fail  or  quibble  in  any  business 
transactions  with  them,  thereafter  has  no  influence  with  them,  and  loses 
their  entire  confidence,  both  officially  and  personally. 

I  have  unquestioned  authority  for  the  facts  herein  stated,  and  in  my  fu- 
ture communications  shall  state  the  sources  from  whence  1  derive  my  in- 
formation* ^ 

In  my  next  communication,  after  further  investigation,  I  will  be  better 
enabled  to  ffive  an  expression  of  my  views  as  to  the  expediency  or  practi- 
cability, either  at  this  time  or  at  some  future  period,  of  attempting  or  efi^t- 
ing  the  removal  of  the  Indians. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  yours  respectfully, 

S.  SPENCER. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewmo, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

^.j 

ExBcuTivB  Dbpaktmbnt, 

Tallahab«e£,  Jufy  81,  1849. 
Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  office  of  the  Indian  outrages 
and  murders  at  the  settlements  upon  Indian  river,  and  the  trading  establish- 
ment at  Pease  creek,  of  which  you  have  doubtless  been  advised  by  the  pub- 
lic papers. 

suggestions  have  been  made,  that  the  outrages  have  been  committed  by 
a  lawless,  marauding  party  of  Indians,  who  have  been  incited  to  the  act  by 
the  prospect  of  plunder. 

Wishing  that  this  opinion  may  prove  true,  yet  I  have  felt  it  my  dut^  to 
take  steps  to  give  protection  to  the  frontier  settlements.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  desire  that  you  will  call  upon  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  tribe,  uttd^ 
your  charge,  to  i^reat  and  surrender  to  the  civil  authoritiea  of  the  State  the 
parpetrators  of  the  crimes* 

A  prompt  compliance  with  these  requisitions,  on  the  part  of  the  chieft 
and  head  men  of  the  nation,  will  evincd  to  the  government  of  the  United 
Startee,  aadto  this  State,  a  continuance  of  their^  friendly  dispositions,  and 
tkat  the  aol  wm  indeed  that  of  a  lawtesa  and  marauding  party. 

V^ry  respectfolly,! 

(Si^ed)  ^      W.  D.  M0SELEY5 

Col.  Sahosl  Si^BireBii, 
Indian  Agent, 
Jacksonville. : 
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DbPAETMKUT  of  tub  IVTBtlOft, 

Ofpioe  Indian  Apfaisb, 
July  26th,  1849. 

Sir  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  2d  and  25th 
ult,  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  which  he  has  referred,  I  would 
apprife  you  that  all  your  official  correspondence  should  be  direct  with  this 
office. 

In  relation  to  your  point  of  location,  I  refer  you  to  what  is  said  on  that 
subject  in  the  communication  to  you  from  this  office,  of  the  8th  of  May 
last;  and  add  for  your  information  the  following  quotation  from  the  4th 
section  of  the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  organizing  the  Indian  Department: 
"  And  every  Indian  Agent  shall  reside  and  keep  his  agency  within  or  near 
the  territory  of  the  tribe  for  which  he  may  be  agent,  and  at  such  place  a^ 
the  President  may  designate,  and  shall  hot  depart  from  the  limits  of  his 
agNicy  without  permission."  You  will  thus  perceive  that  the  law  re- 
quires that  you  shall  take  a  position  within  or  near  the  territory  occupied 
by  the  Seminoles ;  though,  as  you  were  told  in  the  communication  above 
referred  to,  the  Department  was  unable  to  designate  any  particular  point 
which  it  would  be  best  for  you  to  occupy,  in  order  to  exercise  a  careful 
supervision  over  the  Indians,  and  any  intercourse  between  them. and  the 
whites.  Hence  it  was  left  to  you  to  select  your  position,  after  having  ac- 
quainted yourself  with  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  which  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  making  the  selection.  If  Fort  Brooke  be  the 
nearest  point  you  can  well  occupy,  no  doubt  the  military  officers  there 
will,  as  would  appear  from  your  letter,  afford  you  comfortable  accommo- 
dations at  that  place.  Your  residence  at  Jacksonville  is  entirely  out  oi 
the  question. 

In  reply  to  the  question  asked  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  ult.,  to  whact 
means  in  contrd  are  you  to  resort  in  the  event  of  sudh  trespasses  as  you 
are  instructed  to  prevent,  I  have  to  remark  that  in  case  of  such  acts,  on '. 
the  part  of  the  Indians,  the  final  resort  must  be  the  military,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  which  has  been  instructed  to  aid  and  cooperate  with  you. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  through  your  activity  and  vigilance,  and  the  in- 
fluence you  will  be  enabled  to  acquire  over  the  Indians,  any  collision 
between  them  imd  the  militarv  will  be  avoided,  as  it  might  lead  to  serious 
consequences  to  the  frontier  inhabitants.  It  is  also  hoped  that  you  will,  in 
the  same  way,  be  enabled  to  prevent  any  improper  trespasses  by  the  whites 
upon  the  Indians,  or  within  the  territory  assigned  to  them.  Should  any 
such  occur,  however,  you  should  promptly  report  all  the  facts  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Department,  when  proper  instructions,  according  to  the 
ckctunstances  of  the  case,  will  be  given  you.  ^ 

A  remittance  of  funds  will  at  once  be  made  to  you,  on  account  of  your 
salary  and  that  of  an  interpreter,  and  for  contingent  expenses  connected 
with  your  office,  and  with  the  execution  of  your  duties  generally. 

I  am  surprised  at  what  you  state  respecting  the  "  neutral  ground,"  having 
been  snrveyed  and  settled  upon ;  and  enqtury  will  be  made  at  the  general 
land  offiee  req)ecting  it. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  and  consideration  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Seminole  Sub- A^nt  west,  and  of  the  one  therein  referred  to,  from  some 
ot  the  Seminole  chiefs  to  the  late  Major-General  Gaines,  on  the  subject  of 
sending  a  deputation  from  the  Indians  west  to  those  in  Florida,  in  order  to 
exercise  their  influence  to  induce  them  to  consent  to  remove.    I  should  be 
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pleased  to  have  your  views  in  relation  to  the  probable  advantages  of  such 
a  measure,  and,  if  it  be  thought  adyisable^  such  suggestions  as  to  the  proper 
time  for  sending  the  delegation,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  should  operate^ 
&o.,  as  will  aid  the  Department  in  giving  forth  instructions  upoii  the  sub- 
ject. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
Samuel  Spkncbr,  Eso., 
Sub-bidian  Agents 

Jadtsonville,  Florida. 


Dbpabtmsnt  of  thb  Intbriob, 

Offiob  Indian  Affairs, 

/Wy25th,  1849L 
Snt :  A  letter  recently  received  from  Samuel  Spencer,  Sub-Ajzent  for  the 
Indians  remaining  in  Florida,  contains  the  following  paragrapn  :  "  In  re- 
gard to  the  neutral  ground  or  reserve  of  twenty  miles  between  the  Indians 
and  whites,  I  will  state  as  a  fact  which  it  is  important  for  the  Department 
to  know,  that  this  reserve  has  been  nearly,  if  not  all  of  it  that  could  be,, 
surveyed.  Many  parcels  of  this  land  have  been  entered,  and  there  are 
forty  families  or  more  located  upon  the  reserve." 

As  the  tract  in  question  was  ordered  by  the  P^sident  in  May,  1845,  to 
be  reserved  from  survey  and  sale,  and  this  office  has  not  been  apprised 
of  any  change  of  determination  upon  the  subject,  it  is  inferred  that  the  Sub- 
Aflent  must  in  some  way  have  been  led  into  error  in  regard  to  the  matter* 
Tbe  reasons  which  led  to  the  President's  order  still  exist  in  full  force,  and 
will  continue  to  do  so,  until  the  Department  can  succeed  in  effecting  the 
removal  of  the  Indians,  which  it  bope9  to  de  at  an  early  day,  &c. 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
J.  Buttsbfuld,  Eso., 

CooL-Qeneral  Land  Ofke, 


Genebai^  Lakd  Offiob, 

August  4th,  1849. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  35th  ult.,  I  have  the  honor  to  state^ 
that  on  examination  it  appears,  that  the  late  Surveyor-Groneral  of  Florida,  a 
short  time  prior  to  his  removal,  entered  into  contract  with  John  Jackson* 
and  John  M.  Irwin,  two  of  his  Deputy-Surveyors,  for  the  survey  of  a  nuoo- 
ber  of  townships  near  Charlotte  harbor,  in  Florida,  none  of  the  plats  of 
which,  however,  have  yet  been  returned  to  this  office.  Some  of  these 
townships  are  within  the  twenty  mile  reservation,  around  the  lands  set 
apart  for  the  Seminoles  in  Florida,  ordered  by  the  President  on  the  19th 
Mfl^,  1845. 

The  Surveyor-General  entered  into  these  contracts  without  the  know* 
tedge  of,  and  contrary  to  express  orders  from  this  office,  and  hence  the 
present  Surveyor-General  has  been  instructed  not  to  forward  to  the  dis- 
trict land  offices,  the  plats  of  the  surveys  within  this  reservation. 

Mr.  Spencer,  the  Indian  Sub- Agent,  must  have  been  mistaken  in  rap- 
pofing  that  auy  portion  of  these  lairas  have  been  entered,  at  do  entries 
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pennltled  till  the  plats  are  filed  in  the  District  Land  office.  Any  locations 
which  may  have  been  made  on  these  lands  since  they  were  reserved,  are 
▼Old ;  and  the  settlers  on  the  reservation  can  be  removed  by  the  United 
States  Marshal,  under  the  act  of  3d  March  1837,  except  those  who  may 
have  settled  under  the  armed  occupation  act  of  4th  August,  1842,  and  if 
you  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so,  in  the  present  aspect  of  affairs  in  that 
r^'oo,  an  order  to  that  effect  will  be  immediately  requested  from  the 
SecreiBTy  of  the  Interior. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTERPIELD, 

Conunissunttf**    \ 
OiLAVDO  Baowir,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs* 

(Copy.) 
Dkfabtmbnt  op  THI  iNTEKIOm, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  August  5th,  1849. 
Sot :    I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  this  day  received  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office,  in  reply  to  one  addressed  by 
me  to  him  some  days  since  on  the  subject  of  surveys,  settlers,  &c.,  on  the 
Seminole  reservation.    An  extract  from  your  letter  on  the  same  subject 
was  enclosed  to  him  and  bis  reply  explains  itself. 

Whilst  anxiously  awaiting  your  report  as  to  the  present  complexion  of 
affairs  generally,  in  your  agency,  this  Department  would  be  pleased  to  learn 
whether  you  deem  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the  settlers  on  said  reser- 
vation*  therein  alluded  to,  as  necessary  at  the  present  time. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
8.  Sfbvobb,  Esq.  Sub- Agent 
Fort  Brooke,  Florida. 


Choctaw  Agbnot,  ^i^ii^^  1st,  1849. 
Sir  :    1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from  sub- 
agent  Duval,  in  relation  to  the  emigration  of  a  remnant  of  Seminoles  still 
remaining  in  Florida. 

The  plan  which  he  proposes  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  is  wor- 
thy of  consideration,  if  it  be  the  intention  of  aovemment  to  remove  them. 

I  however  think,  that  the  expense  per  head,  as  contemplated  by  the  pro- 
posal of  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Grimes,  is  very  extravagant ;  inasmuch  as 
the  most  difficult  part  of  the  whole  affair,  and  the  expense  accruing  there- 
from, are  left  to  be  borne  by  the  government  I  allude  to  the  collection  of 
the  Indians  for  emigration. 

This  matter  has  been  thoroughly  tested  in  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws 
which  is  now  in  progress.  The  whole  matter  is  respectfolly  referred  to 
the  Department  for  its  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your -obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DRENNON, 
Acting  Superintendent  W.  L 
Oklaitdo  Baowif,  Esa. 
Comnsissianer  of  Indian  Affairs^ 
Washington  city«         . 
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Choctaw  Aobitct,  July  Sd,  1849. 
'  •  Sn :    Having  lately  been  communicated  with  by  the  late  Major-Greneral 
£«  P.  Oaines,  U.  S.  A.,  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminoles  now 
in  Florida,  and  beinff  anxions  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object  in  the  most 
practicable  manner,!  now  adress  you. 

'The  Indians  are  willing  to  appoint  a  detection  to  assist  the  Government 
in  inducing  those  now  east  to  remove  to  this  country,  provided  they  do  not 
call  on  them  before  September. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Indians  now  in  florida,  can  be 
removed  with  the  assistance  of  the  Western  Seminoles,  by  allowing  them 
to  name  who  shall  be  delegates,  and  appointing  some  one  to  conduct  said 
reroovd,  who  is  known  to  the  Indians,  and  has  their  confidence. 

On  this  subject  I  have  counselled  with  the  Seminoles,  for  two  or  three 

J  ears  past ;  and  at  one  time  proposed  to  the  Department  to  remove  them 
y  engaging  the  Western  Indians  in  the  removal. 
If  the  government  will  send  a  delegation  under  pay — on  certain  condi- 
tions (success,  &c.,)  it  may  rely  on  their  cooperation;  and  I  believe  will 
succeed  in  accomplishing  the  object — and  it  can  be  done  in  this  way 
with  more  satisfaction  to  the  Indians,  and  at  less  co4  to  the  government, 
than  by  any  other  plan  I  am  aware  of. 

•There  are  persons  of  responsibility,  known  to  the  Indians  in  this  country, 
who  would  be  willing  to  remove  them  from  Tampa  bay  to  the  Seminole 
country  west,  and  subsist  them  one  year  after  removal,  for  the  sum  of  $100 
per  head. 

The  delegation  should  be  employed  under  the  orders  of  the  government, 
and  the  Indians  collected  and  fed  at  Tampa,  until  a  sufficient  number  are 
collected,  to  authorize  the  contractors  in  the  emigration  to  start,  and  indeed 
it  would  be  best  to  remove  all  if  possible  in  one  party. 

Should  the  government  enter' into  contract  with  an  individual  or  firm — 
giving  the  preference  in  the  removal  and  binding  them  to  remove  all  who 
mav  oe  collected  by  the  delegation — and  allow  a  fair  price  for  their  trouble 
and  expense,  I  know  that  persons  can  be  employed  who  are  perfectly  re- 
liable and  able  to  fulfill  any  contract  which  would  be  required  in  said  re- 
moval. 

That  the  Indians  can  be  removed  with  the  assistance  of  the  Western 
Indians,  at  less  expense  than  by  the  military,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  and 
to  which  I  can  see  no  objection,  as  at  best  it  is  but  a  very  unpleasant  duty. 
I  have  been  addressed  on  this  subject,  by  the  firm  of  Johnston  &  Grimes, 
who  are  in  every  way  able  to  remove  the  Indians,  with  the  assistance  <^ 
the  government,  as  indicated  in  the  foregoing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c« 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DUVALL, 
Seminok  Sub-Agent. 
Hon.  Oalanpo  Browk, 
Cam.  Indian  Affairs,  4^« 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  August  2,  1840. 
Sir  :  A  remittance  of  92,575  has  this  day  been  made  to  you,  $2,000  of 
wbieb,  af  yoa  will  perceive  by  reference  to  the  statement  bmewith  encloeed. 
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is  (or  ^expenses  of  removing  Indians/'  and  is  to  be  used  in  such  manner 
as  your  judgment  may  point  out,  as  an  initiatory  step  towards  the  peacea- 
able  removSi  of  the  Indians  yet  remaining  in  Florida.  This  sum  is  sent  in 
the  absence  of  sufficient  data  upon  which  to  found  an  estimate  of  the  pro- 
bable amount  required.  This  data  I  would  thank  you  to  furnish  this  office, 
and  should  the  amount  be  materially  increased,  the  law  requires  that  your 
bond  should  be  also  increased  in  proportion.  I  would  therefore  suggest, 
that  you  execute  a  new  bond  for  $5,000,  to  accompany  your  requisition  for 
such  additional  sum  as  you  may  require.  I  also  enclose  for  your  general 
guidance  hereafter,  an  extract  from  the  regulations  for  paying  annuities, 
and  executing  treaty  stipulations,  with  which  you  will  please  conform. 

The  peaceable  remoral  of  all  the  Indians  yet  remaining  in  Florida,  now 
engages  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Government,  and  I  am  directed  to  ask 
from  you  a  full  and  explicit  report  as  to  your  views,  embracing  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  expense,  best  mode  of  proceeding,  policy  to  be  pursued, 
Ac  This  report  will  be  looked  for  with  much  interest,  and  it  is  verjr  es- 
sential that  it  be  made  with  great  care  as  to  details,  as  well  as  suggestions, 
and  reach  this  office  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  referred  to  this  office,  I 
learn  that  the  instructions  forwarded  on  the  8th  May  last  by  my  predeces- 
sor, were  not  received  by  you.    A  copy  of  the  same,  together  with  ad- 
ditional instructions,  will  l>e  sent  you  in  a  few  days. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 

Samuel  Sp£kobr,  Esa. 
Sub-Agent,  Fort  Brooke,  Fkyrida. 

Washington  City, 
August  10,  1840. 
Oklando  Brown,  Esq., 

Com.  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Sir  :  I  propose  to  emigrate  the  Seminole  Indians  now  remaining  in  the 
state  of  Florida  on  the  fdlowing  conditions.     All  the  Indians  now  remain- 
ing in  Florida  shall  be  removed  to  the  Seminole  agency  west,  and  the  gov- 
ernment to  pay  therefor  the  sum  of  $65,000. 

If  there  be  a  government  agent  appointed  to  superintend  the  emigration, 
any  delay  in  the  removal  caused  by  the  officer  in  charge  shall  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  rumor  of  war  with 
the  Seminoles ;  now  if  this  rumor  be  true,  and  the  war  sliall  continue  and 
be  of  such  a  character  as  to  render  it  impracticable  upon  the  arrival  of  such 
persons  as  shall  be  employed  in  the  attempted  emigration,  for  them  to  go 
among  the  Seminoles,  then  the  United  States  shall  ba  bound  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  parly,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  §2,500. 

In  case  the  war  continues  and  the  government  find  it  necessary  to  cap- 
ture the  Indians,  and  shall  deliver  them  at  Tampa  Bay,  then  the  under- 
signed will  remove  and  subsist  them  to  the  agency  west  for  the  sum  of 
$20,000,  the  government  being  bound  to  pny  for  unnecessary  delay  caused 
by  the  officer  in  charge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  BRYAN. 

Note. — ^Proposition  verbally  declined  in  a  personal  ioterview. 
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Tampa,  FLOtiDA, 
August  11,  1849. 
Sib:  Herewith  enclosed  we  hand  you  the  affidavits  of  William  M'Culloch, 
JNancv  his  wife,  and  Louis  Lanier,  citizens  of  this  county.    Be  pleased  to 
consider  and  file  the  same  with  our  letter  to  you  of  the  25th  of  July  last. 
With  due  resjpect,  we  are. 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

KENNEDY  &  DARLING. 

Hon.  TbOM AB   EWING, 

Secretary  Dep.  of  the  Interior ^ 
Washington  City,  D.  C. 

NoTS.— Letter  of  the  25th  above  reftired  to,  subeequentiy  ¥Fithdrawn. 


(Copy.) 

DbFARTMBNT  of  THB   IlfTERIOR, 

Office  Indian  Affairs, 
August  31,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  16th  inst,  referred  to 
this  office  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  enclosing  the  claim  of  M essn. 
Kennedy  and  Darling,  for  depredations  committed  on  their  property  by  the 
Florida  Indians  in  July  last. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  law  under  which  the 
claim  can  be  considered — the  law  regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes  not  extending  to  Florida.  The  only  recourse  of  those 
gentlemen  will  be  to  Congress. 

It  may  also  be  proper  to  remark  that  even  if  there  was  law  to  cover  the 
case,  these  Indians  receive  no  annuity,  nor  is  there  any  fund  out  of  which 
remuneration  could  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Wbstcott, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Note. — This  letter  was  not  sent  to  Mr.  Westcott,  and  is  only  introdaced  here  for  the 
pvrpose  of  explaining  upon  what  grounds  he  withdrew  the  papers  of  Messrs.  K.  &  D.,  as 
per  his  note  of  10th  Sept.,  1849.  Mr.  W*s  letter  of  the  16th,  above  alluded  to,  was  also 
withdiawn  with  the  papers  of  K.  &  D. 


Washington,  Sept  10,  1849. 
Sir  :  Upon  consultation  with  M.  C.  Brown,  Esq.,  I  have  concluded,  after 
the  conversation  had  with  you  this  morning,  to  withdraw  the  paper  relating 
to  the  claim  of  J.  P.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  for  Indian  depredations,  in  order  that 
by  application  to  Congress  he  may  obtain  that  authority  for  your  office  to 
settle  it,  in  relation  to  which  there  seems  to  be  difficulty  as  the  laws  and 
appropriations  now  are. 

Respectfully  yoursi 

J.  D.  WESTCOTT. 
Hon.  O.  BaowN, 

Com.  Indian  Affairs.  Digitized  by  doOQ Ic 
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Dbpabtmbht  op  the  Iivtebioe, 
Offiob  Indiah  Affairb, 

September  10,  1840.* 
Sot:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  this 
date,  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  all  the  papers,  on  file  in  this 
office,  relating  to  the  daim  of  Messrs.  Kennedy  &  Darling  for  depredations 
committed  on  their  property  by  the  Florida  Indians. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

.   ORLANDO  BROWN. 
'    Hon.  J.  D.  Wkbtcott, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Fo&T  Brooice,  E.  F., 

August  13,  1840. 
Sn:  1  have  received  your  communication,  dated  July  26th,  directing 
me  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  collect  information  on  the  sut 
ject  of  a  recent  outbreak  among  the  Seminole  Indians  in  this  quarter. 

To  do  this,  I  must  have  other  resources  than  those  at  present  near  by 
oie. 

Not  an  Indian  has  been  seen  either  within  or  beyond  their  boundary 
since  the  burning  of  the  trading-house  at  Pease  creek ;  and  my  scouts,  sent 
in  various  directions,  have  found  not  the  smallest  reliable  sign  of  their 
presence. 

My  interpreters  are  useless.  Sampson  (negro,)  is  prostrated  by  sickness, 
and  John  (Spaniard,)  no  entreaties,  bribery,  or  threats,  can  induce  to  go  to 
anv  point  where  Indians  might  be  found.  They  acted  as  interpreters, 
guides,  &c.,  during  the  last  war,  and  living  among,  and  entirelv  identified 
with  the  whites,  and  even  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  not  dare 
to  venture,  unprotected,  to  hold  a  talk  with  the  Indians. 

Sending  an  armed  force,  beside  being  completely  powerless,  from  the 
absence  of  an  interpreter,  in  making  a  demand  upon  the  nation  for  the  mur- 
4ereri,  might,  and  doubtless  would,  be  construed  into  a  declaration  of  war, 
which,  for  manifold  reasons,  should  be  the  last  resort  on  our  part.  The 
Indians  from  the  nature  of  their  country  and  smallness  of  their  numbers^ 
can  prolong  a  defensive  war  indefinitelv  ;  and  my  present  opinion  is  that 
nothing  but  a  war  oi  extermination  will  ever  effect  their  forcible  removal. 

To  sum  up  all  the  j^ievances  of  which  these  people  complain,  would 
take  more  time  than  is  expedient  to  devote  to  the  subject. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  for  me  to  state,  that  since  the  treaty  made 
by  Gen.  Macomb,  in  1830,  there  has  been  a  great  want  of  confidence  in 
the  government  ^nd  its  agents. 

At  that  time,  many  of  the  Indians  believed  that  they  were  to  hold  their 
lands,  within  a  very  limited  boundary,  in  fee  simple ;  and  the  first  contradiction 
of  this  impression  resulted  in  the  massacre  of  the  greater  portion  of  Colonel 
Harney's  command,  at  the  Caloosahatchee  river,^in  July  of  that  year;  and 
from  that  time  to  the  patched-up  peace,  made  by  Qeneral  Worth,  in  1842, 
tfiey  were  indiscriminately  graohed^  and,  under  false  pretences,  shuffled  off 
to  Arkansas. 
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They  have  never  held  free  intercourse  wi{h  the  whites  since  the  com*' 
mencement  of  the  war  in  1885.  After  seven  years'  fighting,  with  ammu- 
nition exhausted,  and  arms  in  a  damaged  condition,  they  were  glad  of  a  re- 
spite on  any  terms.  They  have  since  that  time  been  industriously  engaged 
in  supplying  these  deficiencies ;  and  from  a  period,  when,  as  President  of  a 
Board  of  Officers,  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  make  an  examina- 
tion of  Charlotte  harbor,  &c,  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  post,  I  united  in 
a  report  against  any  change  at  that  time,  I  felt  that  the  period  had  arrived 
when  something  must  be  done.  My  reports  on  this  subject  have  been  very 
full  to  yourself  and  others. 

Captain  Casey,  since  he  was  assigned  to  Indian  duty  here,  and  previously, 
had  repeated  assurances,  that  one  or  more  influential  chiefs  would  give  him 
a  meeting;  but  his  efforts,  thrice  repeated,  have  all  proved  abortive;  and 
such,  I  am  well  convinced,  would  every  attemptbe,  unless  made  by  Indians, 
or  the  other  alternative,  throwing  a  large  force  into  their  territory,  and  re- 
commencing the  war. 

To  obviate  which,  the  only  feasible  plan  seems  to  be  that  before  recom- 
mended, and  reiterated  in  my  letter,  to  you,  of  the  6th  instant.  The  em- 
ploynxent  of  chiefs  and  interpreters,  selected  from  among  their  own  people 
west  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  in  making  choice,  much  caution  should  be  ex- 
ercised in  bringing  only  such  as  went  there  willingly  and  have  property  in 
the  West,  which  would  be  a  guarantee  for  their  good  faith  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  mission. 

The  absurd  sums  named,  by  some  of  the  government  agents,  for  their 
possessions  in  this  State,  produced,  as  I  have  been  informed,  nothing  but 
mdignation  and  contempt. 

In  sending  specific  propositions  to  this  people,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  value  intrinsicauy  of  the  land,  is  not  their  estunate,  nor  ours,  as  I 
view  the  matter,  but  an  equivalent  for  their  home,  on  their  part,  and  the 
government  in  ridding  the  State  of  a  portion  of  its  population,  who  will 
ever  be  hostile,  and  dangerously  so,  to  its  white  inhabitants. 

I  repectfully  offer  these  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  trusting  that  the  means  above  mentioned  may  be  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal, when  the  utmost  activity  will  be  used  by  me  in  directing  their  efforts 
and  accomplishing  the  desirable  result. 

In  addition  to  the  restrictive  measures  of  the  legislature  of  Florida, 
passed  during  its  last  session',  forbidding  these  Indians,  under  penalty  of 
stripes,  of  coming  beyond  the  boundary,  even  to  visit  the  agency,  I  have 
learned  that  another  and  very  just  cause  of  complaint  is  the  violation  of  the 
order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  issued  May  19th,  1845,  direct- 
ing that  a  strip  of  the  public  lands,  twenty  miles  in  wiclth.  around  the  dis- 
trict set  apart  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  Seminoles,  in  Florida, 
should  be  reserved  from  survey  and  sale. 

This  strip,  a  portion  of  which,  has  not  only  been  surveyed,  but  settled 
upon  by  the  whites.  The  fact  of  their  doing  so  has  already  been  reported 
by  me  to  the  Department. 

I  have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  I  have 
not  been  relieved  from  my  duties,  connected  with  the  Indian  agency  here. 

Mr.  Spencer,  sub-a^ent  for  the  Seminoles,  arrived  here  on  the  7th  inst., 
believing  that  he  could  effect  an  interview  with  some  part  of  the  nation ; 
but  unable  to  obtain  an  interpreter,  and  on  hearing  my  views,  he  pursued 
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his  OTi^nal  intention  of  leaving  the  business  of  the  agency  m  my  hands 
nntil  his  Teiuni  from  the  district. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  W.  W.  MORRIS, 

Major  U.  8.  A.^  Commanding  Post,  . 
Indian  Agent 
Msjor-Gteneral  R.  Jon  is, 

A^.'General  U.  8.  A., 
Washington  City,  D.  C. 

Russell  Co.,  Alabama, 

August  14, 1849. 
Mv  Dbab  Sir  :  It  seems  that  the  Indians,  in  Florida,  are  in  an  insurgent 
state ;  and  I  suppose  the  government  will  take  some  prompt  measures  for 
their  removal.  In  that  event,  I  wish  to  recommend  to  your  consideration, 
my  firiend  James  Abercrombie,  Esq.,  of  Russell  county,  Alabama,  as  a  gentle- 
man in  every  way  qualified  for  conducting  such  an  undertaking  to  the  en- 
•tire  satisfaction  of  the  government. 

Mr.  AbercFombie  is  probably  well  known  to  you  by  reputation,  as  one  of 
our  best  citizens— a  gentleman  of  wealth,  character,  and  great  energy,  and 
a  leading  member  of  the  Senate  of  our  State. 

Mr.  Abererombie  was  one  of  those  engaged  in  the  removal  of  the  Creeks, 
and  from  his  experience  would  be  able  to  render  the  government  essential 
forvioe. 

Mr.  Abererombie  will  write  to  you  on  the  subject,  and  will  more  fully 
expt^  Us  views  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  . 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 

8ecretary  of  War. 


H.  W.  BILLIARD. 


Gerard,  Russell  Co.,  Alabama, 

August  16,  1849. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford. 

Dear  Sn :  From  the  recent  outrages  of  a  portion  of  the  Seminoles,  I 
have  thought  it  might  be  the  policy  of  our  government  to  remove  them 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  Should  this  be  the  case,  I  should  be  pleased  to  get 
the  contract  for  emigrating  them,  having  some  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
character,  as  well  as  experience  in  emigrating  the  Creek  Indians.  Should 
I  get  the  contract,  I  think  I  can  satisfy  the  government  and  the  Indians. 
Any  information  on  this  subject  will  be  thankfully  received,  and  if  neces- 
sary, I  will  come  on  to  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ABERCROMBIE,  Sens. 
P.  S.     Should  it  become  necessary  to  encamp  them,  I  should  be  glad  to 
get  the  contract  to  subsist  them. 

^  J.  A. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  with  the  re- 
mark, that  Mr.  Abererombie  is  in  every  respect  trustworthy. 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD. 
Amgust  M,l8i».  "      '^  .^  I 
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Garret's  FeeeTi  East  Florida, 
August  5»  1849. 

To  the  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Ceawpoed, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  with  sincere  resret  that  I  have  to  acquaint  you  with 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  situation  of  our  citizens  in  this  quarter,  in  relation 
to  the  recent  outbreak  of  the  Seminole  Indians.  I  am  formerly  of  M 'Intosh 
county,  Greorgia,  and  had  the  honor  of  holding  two  commissions  under  you, 
while  you  were  governor  of  my  native  state,  as  justice  of  the  inferior  court 
I  have  not  seen  any  official  report  of  the  Indian  agent  concerning  the 
reoent  outbreak,  but  have  seen  private  correspondence  from  the  editor  of 
the  Jacksonville  Republican  to  the  Savannah  Republican,  and  another 
from  St.  Augustine  to  the  same  paper,  and  both  are  bad  enough.  I  had 
a  conversation  with  a  gentleman  the  other  day ;  he  siad  that  the  reason 
that  the  a^ent  had  not  made  a  report  of  the  recent  outrage  was  that  be 
had  seen  the  agent  travelling  on  the  steamboat  on  the  St.  John's  river,  and 
that  he  was  not  at  his  post.  How  true  this  is  I  do  not  know,  but  Yom 
honor  will  be  the  better  able  to  judge  whether  he  has  made  an  official 
report  or  not  I  have  understood  from  good  authority  that  the  Governor 
of  Florida  has  ordered  500  volunteers,  but  is  at  a  time  of  the  year  when 
volunteers  are  hard  to  raise,  and  the  consequence  will  be,  that  we  will  be 
left  exposed  for  a  long  time  to  come.  One  of  these  companies  is  to  be  sta- 
tioned at  Lake  Monroe,  but  that  would  be  no  security  for  the  people  of 
Black  creek,  and  the  frontier  settlers  are  coming,  to  Black  creek  in  good 
faith.  I  think,  if  we  had  a  company  of  regulars  stationed  at  Black  creek 
and  made  to  reconnoitre  the  creek  from  its  mouth  to  its  termination,  which 
is  not  more  than  sixteen  miles  in  length,  that  it  would  save  great  trouble, 
for  once  if  they  set  in  here  they  would  be  hard  to  get  out  And  another 
near  the  Okafancdia  swamp  on  the  Georgia  line.  I  hope  and  trust  that  our 
government  will  take  some  early  steps  to  relieve  our  citizens  from  distress. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  N.  WILLIAMS. 


State  of  Floeida, 
County  of  Hillbboeough. 

Personalljr  appeared  before  me,  judge  of  probates  in  the  county  and 
state  aforesaid,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn  into  office,  Henry  Shannon, 
otherwise  called  William  Henry  Shannon,  master  of  the  sloop  boat  called 
the  "Eban  Preble,"  who  having  been  duly  sworn  according  to  law.  says 
ihat  he  sailed  from  Key  West,  bound  to  Tampa  ba^*,  on  the  28th  day  of 
July,  1849.  When  off  Cape  Roman,  on  the  31st  July,  1849,  was  chased 
by  two  Indian  canoes  containing  eight  Indians,  six  in  one  canoe  and  two 
in  the  other ;  these  Indians  used  the  regular  Indian  yell  and  did  their  best 
to  board  me,  and  had  it  not  been  for  a  squall  that  sprung  up  they  would 
have  caught  me.  I  have  no  doubt  the  intention  of  these  Indians  was  hos- 
tile from  their  fierce  yells  and  earnest  attempts  to  board  me.  I  have  seen 
Indians  frequently,  and  know  something  of  their  manners.  I  had  heard  of 
the  Indian  attack  on  Indian  river,  but  not  of  .the  burning  of  the  Indian 
store  on  Pease  creek  at  the  time. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  1  W.  H.  SHANNON, 

this  9th  day  of  August,  a.  d.  1849.        \ 
aiiVtON  TRUMAN, 
Ju4ge  of  ProbaUs.  ^g,^^, .^ Google 
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Palatka,  August  14,  1840. 

Boh,  Secretary  HomB  DeportmefU. 

Sn :  From  a  conversation  a  few  days  since  with  the  Indian  agent  for 
the  stafe  of  Florida,  I  am  induced  respectfully  to  offer  for  your  considera- 
tion the  following  proposal.  If  the  Department  determine  to  remove  the 
remaining  Seminoles  (and  others  residing  among  them,  by  negotiation,  I 
am  willing,  in  conjunction  with  the  agent  to  undertake  the  commission 
because  I  am  well  acquainted  (from  association)  with  the  Indian  character 
and  have  under  my  control  the  only  perfect  interpreter  in  the  state,  whose 
influence  under  General  Worth  in  the  last  war,  removed  all  that  did  go, 
as  can  be  seen  by  the  official  letters  he  now  holds  directed  to  him.  He  is 
weU  acquainted  with  all  the  chiefs  and  influential  men  of  the  nation. 

The  mission  will  be  one  connected  with  considerable  risk  and  great  di- 
plomatic tact,  in  their  way.  Should  the  Department  consider  my  sugges- 
tions worthy  of  notice,  a  personal  interview  would  possibly  be  necessary;  in 
aach  an  event,  (if  required)  I  dan  give  the  most  satisfactory  testimonials  of 
my  character  as  a  gentleman. 

The  experiment  may  require  some  six  or  twelve  months,  but  I  am  fully 
under  the  impression  that  it  can  be  effected. 

With  high  respect, 

B.  HOPKINS. 


Department  of  tbb  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs. 
August  27,  1840. 
Sis  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  upon 
the  subject  of  removing  the  Indians  yet  remaining  in  JPIorida,  has  been 
received  and  referred  to  this  office. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  if  you  will  put  your  proposi- 
tion in  a  definite  and  distinct  form  it  sh&ll  receive  due  consideration,  should 
this  Department  hereafter  determine  to  remove  said  Indians  by  contract. 

Very,  &c. 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
B.  Hopkins,  Esq., 
Palatka,  Florida. 


Washington,  August  17,  1849. 

Sot :  In  view  of  the  obvious  policy  and  supposed  anxiety  of  the  govern- 
ment to  remove  the  remnant  of  Seminole  Indians  now  in  Florida  to  the 
country  allotted  to  that  tribe  west  of  the  Mississippi,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
presenting  for  your  consideration  a  proposition  for  their  removal  and  sub- 
sistence. 

It  is  deemed  to  be  important  that  these  Indians  should  be  removed  as 
q^eedily  as  possible,  but  in  a  peaceable  manner.  A  forced  emigration 
under  military  operation  would  be  attended  with  great  pecuniary  expense, 
would  very  probably  involve  the  shedding  of  blood,  and  be  obnoxious  to 
public  censure.  It  is  believed  that  they  may,  by  the  use  of  certain  means 
and  influences  within  the  control  of  private  individuals  and  which  it  might 
be  improper  for  the  government  to  employ,  except  through  contractors,  be 
indaced  in  tbe  eevrse  ef  a  few  months  to  consent  to  remove  in  ^a  body  to 
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The  undersigned  feels  confident  that  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  bring  into 
active  exercise  the  only  agencies  by  which  a  peaceable  and  speedy  emigra- 
tion can  be  effected  and  which  at  the  same  time  will  involve  much  less  ex- 
pense than  any  mode  that  can  probably  be  adopted  or  pursued  iT  it  be 
made  a  militair  operation  by  the  government. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  submits  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  associ- 
ates the  following  skeleton  of  a  contract  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
said  Indians  for  twelve  months  after  their  arrival  west,  viz : 

I  propose  to  proceed  forthwith  in  the  employment  of  such  agencies  as 
may  be  deemed  useful,  to  induce  the  Seminoles  to  emigrate  peaceablv  and 
immediately,  the  government  to  co-operate  with  the  contractors  and  lend 
its  aid  as  far  as  it  can  with  propriety  to  bring  about  the  desired  result.  ^ 

If  they  shall  be  induced  to  emigrate,  I  propose  to  assemble  them  without 
expense  to  the  government,  at  Tampa  Bay  or  some  other  convenient  point 
for  embarkation,  and  transport  them  with  their  clothing,  furniture,  and 
other  portable  property  in  steamboats^  via  New  Orleans,  to  the  Seminole 
agency  west,  consulting  on  the  route  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  emi- 
grants. If  the  Arkansas  river  at  that  period  of  emigration  shall  be  found 
too  low  for  steamers,  the  emigrants  to  be  landed  at  some  convenient  point 
and  carried  by  land  in  the  same  manner  and  subject  to  the  same  regula- 
tions as  were  stipulated  in  the  contract  for  the  removal  of  the  Creek 
Indians. 

If  the  Seminoles  shall  be  found  to  be  destitute  of  such  clothins  as  may 
be  necessary  and  proper  for  their  comfort  in  their  new  home,  I  propose 
to  supplv  them  with  a  reasonable  quantity,  not  to  exceed  five  dollars  per 
head,  l  propose  to  furnish  them  on  their  route,  and  for  twelve  months 
after  their  arrival  at  the  a^ncy  west,  with  the  ordinary  rations  as  hereto- 
fore supplied  to  similar  emigrants. 

In  consideration  for  which,  the  government  shall  pay  me  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  provided  the  number  of  emigrants,  including  negroes, 
shall  not  exceed  five  hundred,  and  in  case  they  exceed  that  number  the 
government  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars  per  head  for  the  whole  number ; 
one-third  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  when  the  Indians  shall  assemble  at  the 
general  rendezvous  in  Florida  readv  for  emigration,  one-third  on  their 
arrival  at  the  agency  west,  and  the  balance  on  the  final  completion  of  the 
contract. 

If,  after  a  faithful  and  reasonable  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  contractors 
to  prevail  upon  the  Indians  to  consent  to  emigrate,  they  shall  fail,  in  conse- 
quence of  war  and  the  military  operations  of  the  government,  and  the 
Indians  be  forced,  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  to  emigrate,  and  the 
exertion  of  the  undersigned  and  his  associates  be  lost,  the  government  shall 
refund  to  the  company  the  amount  of  their  actual  expenses  incurred  in  the 
operation  ;  the  same  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars.  And 
in  such  event,  the  Indians  being  brought  into  rendezvous  at  Tampa  bay  or 
other  convenient  point,  ready  for  emigration  by  the  government  troops  or 
agents,  then  I  propose  to  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  and  subsis* 
tence  as  above  stated,  for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  if  the  number 
be  not  over  five  hundred,  and  if  over,  then  for  the  sum  of  seventy-five 
dollars  per  capitas,  to  be  paid  in  installments  as  before  stated.  The  above 
are  submitted  as  the  general  outlines  of  a  proposed  arrangement,  to  be 
modified  or  extended  in  particulars,  when  the  contract  comes  to  be  reduced 
to  writing  and  put  in  form.  I  shiUl  feel  obliged  if  the  Department  oan  fur- 
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mA  me  ^th  a  response  to  this  communication  in  the  com^  of  a  few  days. 
All  which  is  respectfolly  submitted, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON. 
OmLAinx)  BaowH, 

Cam.  Indian  Affairs. 
ffcn.—Th\B  propontioA  was  yerbally  declined  by  the  Commifisioner,  who  had  already 
adopced  other  measms. 

DXPARTMENT   OF   THE   jNTEaiOR, 

Office  Indian  Affairs^ 

August  18,  1849. 
Sol  :  Matthew  Markland,  Esq.,  of  this  office,  has  been  specially  detailed 
as  the  bearer  of  certain  documents,  which  he  has  been  instructed  to  deliver 
to  you,  in  relation  to  a  proposed  measure,  having  for  its  object  the  removed 
of  the  Seminole  Indians  who  yet  remain  in  Florida.  After  you  have 
perused  the  papers,  it  is  left  to  your  discretion  whether  a  special  messenger 
shall  be  sent  for  sub-Asent  Diival  to  report  in  person  to  you  at  your 
aflency>  or  whether  Mr.lifarkland  shall  proceed  direct  and  deliver  to  Mr. 
I^ival  the  documents  intended  for  him.  From  the  nature  of  the  business 
you  will  readily  perceive  the  importance  that  no  unnecessary  delays  be  per- 
mitted to  interfere  in  its  consummation. 

Be  pleased  to  afford  Mr.  Markland  anv  facilities  or  information  he  may 
need,  provided  it  be  determined  that  he  shall  go  to  Mr.  Duvtd's  agency. 
Very  respectfully  your  obraient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN.    - 
JoHir  DBENifBir)  Esa., 

Acting  Supt.  W.  Territory, 

Clux^taw  Agency,  West  of  Arkansas. 


'Department  or  the  Interior, 

Office  Indian  Affairs, 

August  18,  1849. 
'  Sim :  Matthew  Markland,  Esq.,  of  this  office  has  been  instructed  to  de- 
liver to  you  certain  papers  connected  with  the  proposed  measure  of  send- 
ing a  delegation  of  Seminoles  to  Florida,  with  a  view  of  inducing  their 
brethren  mere  to  join  them  in  the  west. 

Very  respectftdly  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
MAmcsLLUs  Duval,  Esa., 

Sub-Agent  for  Seminole  Indians, 
Fort  Gibson,  West  of  Arkansas.^ 


Department  of  the  Iktbrior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  August  18, 1849. 
Sir  :  You  have  been  detailed  as  a  special  messenger  to  deliver  the  ac- 
companying documents  to  John  Drennon,  Esq.,  acting  superintendent  of 
the  western  territory,  Choctaw  agency,  west  of  the  State  of  Arkansas.    The 
importance  to  the  public  welfore  that  those  papers  should  be  received  by 
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the  superintendent  in  the  shorteat  time  practicable,  has  induced  this  oflioe  to 
select  the  proposed  mode  of  conveyance  in  preference  to  the  mail.  It  is  , 
very  desirable,  therefore,  that  ^ou  proceed  to  the  point  above  designated 
b^  the  nearest  and  most  expeditious  route.  Should  it  happen  on  your  ar- 
rival at  the  Choct^tw  agency,  that  the  acting  superintendent  is  absent,  you 
will  forthwith  proceed  to  Fort  Gibson — and  deliver  the  papers  to  M arcellas 
Duval,  Esq.,  sub-agent  for  the  Seminole  Indians  west ;  but  if  Mr.  Duval 
should  not  be  at  the  Fort,  you  will  then  show. this  letter  to  the  officer  thei^ 
in  command — which  will  ensure  you  his  aid  and  cooperation  in  your  j(mme7 
to  the  agency  of  Mr.  Duval  in  the  Seminole  country.  If  on  reaching  that 
point  you  find  that  he  is  absent,  you  will  ascertain  his  whereabouts  and 
immediatelv  proceed  and  find  him  wherever  he  may  be. 

Should  the  acting  superintendent  be  at  his  agency,  you  will  take  his  di- 
rections as  to'  your  proceeding  to  the  agency  of  Mr.  Duval.  When  you 
shall  have  delivered  the  papers,  you  Will  return  to  this  city^  as  early  aii 
conveniently  practicable. 

For  the  service  with  which  you  are  charged,  no  compensation,  in  addi- 
tion to  your  salary  as  a  clerk  in  this  office,  which  will  be  continued, 
can  be  allowed.  You  will,  therefore,  only  be  entitled  to  your  actual 
necessary  travelling  expenses,  to  meet  which,  four  hundred  dollars  have 
been  advanced  to  you,  and  with  which  you  are  chained  on  the  books  o( 
the  treasury.  In  many  cases  it  will  be  inconvenient,  and  it  may  be  im- 
possible, to  obtain  vouchers  for  your  expenditures — it  is  suggested  there- 
fore, that  you  keep  a  memoranda  of  your  expenses,  which  you  can  sub- 
mit, with  your  certificate  on  honor,  as  a  voucher  for  your  disbursements 
for  your  expenses. 

Very  rea|)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 

Matthew  Marklakd,  Esq. 
Washington  city,  D.  C. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  A^'fairs,  Augnst  18,  1849. 

Sir  :  The  department  has  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  remov- 
ing the  Seminoles  and  other  kindred  bands  of  Indicms  now  in  Florida*  to 
the  country  occupied  by  their  brethren  in  the  west  It  has  been  proposed 
to  remove  them  by  contract,  but  after  much  reflection  and  deliberation  the 
proposition  has  been  rejected,  and  a  preference  given  to  the  mode  su;^;est- 
ed  by  sub-agent  Duval,  to  my  predecessor  in  April,  1846 — and  again  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  January,  1847 ;  wherein  he  proposes  the  appoint- 
ment by  the  Seminole  council  west,  of  a  delegation  to  proceed  to  Florida, 
with  the  view  of  inducing  their  brethren  there,  to  remove  to  the  country 
provided  for  them  among  the  Creeks ;  for  the  further  details  of  all  of  which 
you  are  referred  to  the  accompanying  instructions  to  Mr.  Duval. 

The  Secretanr  of  the  Interior,  has  approved  of  the  plan,  and  directed  me 
to  advise  you  of  the  same,  and  that  you  immediately  lend  such  cooperation 
as  to  the  proposed  measure,  as  to  ensure,  as  far  as  possible,  a  successful 
termination. 

It  is  impossible  for  this  office  at  present,  to  give  noore  detailed  instruc- 
tions, than  are  furnished  to  sub-agent  Duval,  and  herewith  submitted  for 
your  consideration,  but  it  is  confidently  hoped  and  believed,  tbiit  your  in- 
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creased  means  of  information  on  this  subject,  render  such  details  entirely 
unnecessary.  It  is  suflicient  to  say  that  the  goyernment  feels  a  deep  soli- 
ciUide  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  indulges  a  most  fenrent  hope  that  by  a 
wise  and  judicious,  but  energetic  policy,  on  the  part  of  those  now  entrusted 
with  the  conduct  of  this  delicate  measure,  the  repetition  of  the  diasters  of  a 
former  expensiye  war,  at  the  present  moment  so  confidently  anticipated  by 
many,  may  not  only  be  happily  ayoided,  but  eyen  the  cause  itselt  foreyer 
remoyed,  with  mutual  benefit  to  the  Indians  and  the  goyernment. 

You  will,  therefore,  please  afiford  to  sub-agent  Duyal,  such  official  co* 
operation  as  the  public  seryice  may  require,  in  yiew  of  carrying  out  the 
specific  object  now  proposed  and  submitted  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN,  Cammusianer. 
JoHv  Dtmnmtt  Esq. 

Choctaw  Agency. 

DEPARTlfElTT  OF  THE   IlTTERIOR, 

>  Office  of  Indian  Affaibs,  August  18,  1849. 

SiE :  You  haye  doubtless  been  apprised  of  recent  outrages  committed  on 
some  of  our  citizens  in  Florida,  by  a  party  or  parties  of  the  Indians,  who, 
in  1842,  were  permitted  by  the  President  to  remain  on  sufTrance  within 
the  bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  specially  designated  for  the  purpose.  From 
more  recent  information  receiyed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  is  beliey- 
ed  that  there  is  no  conclusiye  ground  for  the  supposition  that  the  In- 
dians generally  are  hostile  to  our  people,  or  that  the  murders  which  haye  been 
perpetrated  were  the  result  of  any  preconcerted  plan.  StiU  the  outbreak  is 
regarded  as  a  foreshadowing  of  what  may  take  place,  and  being  so  regard- 
ed k  of  sufficient  importance  to  induce  this  Department  to  adopt  the  most 
eoeigetic  and  judicious  measures  for  the  peaceable  remoyal  of  those  Indians 
to  the  country  occupied  by  their  brethren  among  the  Creeks. 

A  proposition  has  been  submitted  by  a  citiien,  to  remoye  ihem  by  con- 
tract, but  upon  mature  deliberation  this  office  has  declined  to  accept  it  and 
has  determined  to  adopt  your  suggestion,  communicated  to  my  predecessor, 
in  your  fetter  of  &ke  15th  April,  1846,  and  again,  by  letter  of  —  January, 
1847,  yiz. :  That  the  Seminole  council  west  be  requested^  to  name  such 
penons  as  they  think  would  haye  most  weight  with  die  Indians  in  Florida, 
^  who  should  be  accompanied  by  some  white  man  in  whom  they  would  haye 
confidence,  and  of  sufficient  knowledge  of  their  character  to  know  what  es^ 
timate  to  plaoe  on  them  as  indiyiduals." 

This  suggestion  appears  to  haye  been  originated  or  at  least  concurred  in, 
by  the  most  prominent  of  the  Seminoles  west,  yiz. :  Miccanopy,  Wild  Cat, 
Halleck  Tustunnuggee,  and  Octiarche,  who  infonned  him  that  the  great  ob- 
stade  to  the  Indians  in  Florida  consenting  to  treat  with  a  yiew  to  remoyal 
^^  is  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  whites,^'  and  tlieir  fear  of  being  de- 
ceiyed.  To  remoye  their  prejudice  upon  those  points,  it  is  deemed  adyisable 
that  you  should  accompany  t^  delegaticm,  and  that  it  should  consist  of  indi- 
yidnals  of  whom  the  Fk)iida  Indians  would  not  suspect  treachery  or  bad  faith ; 
for  iDStanoe,  some  of  the  inteUigtut  leaders  who  were  Ae  last  to  surrender, 
and  a  £sw  of  the  common  Indiaas,  (tiie  wildest  who  can  be  readily  broug^ 
un&r  the  control  of  these  leaders)  who  haye  near  relations  among  the  Indiuis 
in  Florida,  and  at  the  sam^  time,  a  deoided  interest  in  their  new  home  west, 
miffiment  at  leart  to  gawd  agunst  desertion  or  treachery  in  returning  to  their 
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It  is  de&drable  that  ihd  delegation  should  not  consist  of  any  more  in  nninber 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  accomplish  the  contemplated  object ;  this  nuKt- 
ter  is  necessarily  left  to  your  discretion  and  better  judgment.  It  is,  however, 
thought  here,  that  the  delegation  should  not  exceed  ten  in  number,  and  that 
eyen  a  smaller  number  may  suffice. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  tiie  expenses  of  the  party  be  as  anudl  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit,  having  due  regard  to  their  healthy  safety  and  comfort. 
It  is  impossible  here,  so  remote  from  the  scene  of  operations,  to  go  into  detail 
as  to  tiie  extent  and  character  of  the  outfit,  or  what  will  be  necessary  to  ex* 
pend,  if  anything,  after  they  shall  arrive  in  Florida.  Mucl^  therefore,  is 
confided  to  your  experience  and  better  knowledge,  when  on  the  ground.  Of 
one  thing,  however,  the  Indians  composing  tiie  delesation  may  be  informed, 
that  should  they  be  successful  in  their  mission,  the  Department  will  net  hem- 
tate  to  recommend  to  Congress  for  an  appropriation  to  compensate  them  mpst 
Uberally  for  their  services. 

The  views  and  policy  of  the  government  towards  the  Indians  are  so  well- 
known  to  you,  tiiat  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  detail  as  to  the  character 
of  the  talks  which  tiie  delegation  may  be  authorized  to  make  to  tiieir  brethren 
in  FloridsL,  of  the  location  of  tiieir  country  its  adaptation  to  their  wants,  their 
comparativelv  prosperous  and  flourishing  condition,  and  of  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  government  to  advance  their  interests — there  will  be  no 
difficulty,  I  apprehend,  of  their  speaking  from  their  own  observation  and 
experience,  and  in  lanffua^e  far  better  adapted  to  the  purpose  proposed, 
than  any  that  could  be  furnished  from  this  omce. 

.  Respecting  the  means  to  be  used  to  efiect  so  desirable  an  object  as  the 
removal  of  the  Indians,  so  far  as  this  Department  is  concerned,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  say  to  the  delegation  that  every  measure  calculated  to  ensure  the 
safety  and  comfort  of  their  brethren,  while  removing  from  Florida  to  the 
west,  will  be  adopted,  and  that  they  shall  receive  subsistence  for  one  year 
after  their  arrival  there. 

They  should  proceed  direct  to  Tampa  Bay,  where  the  agent  for  the  In- 
dians in  Florida  is  or  will  be  stationed,  who  will  be  directed  to  act  in  concert 
with  you,  and  with  whom  you  will  consult  fully  and  freely,  and  to  which 
point,  further  instructions  will  be  forwarded  to  you  so  soon  as  this  office  is 
informed  of  such  movement  on  your  parti  accompanied  by  the  proposed  de- 
legation, as  to  meet  the  foregoing  views  of  the  government.  I  would  es- 
pecially urge  that  you  take  the  most  prompt  and  efiective  means  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  those  in  the  west  as  well  as  the  fragment 
yet  remaining  in  Florida,  the  kind  feeling,  good  intentions,  and  good  faith 
of  the  United  States  Government  toward?  them ;  and  as  there  may  be,  and 
probably  are,  adventurers  and  speculators,  interested  in  involying  the  gov* 
ernment  in  another  protracted  lyar  with  them,  for  the  same  reason  I  would 
earnestly  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  promptness,  energy 
and  caution,  in  all  your  movements. 

It  is  impossible  so  remote  from  the  scene  of  action,  to  prescribe  in  detail 
your  particular  mode  of  procedure,  but  the  Department  entertaining  the 
utmost  confidence  in  your  discretion,  judgment  and  ability,  deems  it  suffi- 
cient to  say,  after  again  expressing  the  deep  anxiety  felt  for  the  sueceaa  of 
this  matter,  that  your  duties  are  specific  in  their  nature,  and  that  whiist 
you  will  be  expected  to  avail  yourself  of  the  cooperation  and  firiendly  ad- 
vice  of  other  pubUc  functionaries,  you  are  responsible  alone  to  this  office 
for  your  acts  under  these  instructions,  whilst  on  this  special  mianoot  yet 
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opon  your  arriTa]  in  Florida,  the  Department  desires  joa  to  communicate 
with  General  Twig^,  and  also  with  Gapt.  J.  G.  Casey,  U.  S.  A.,  who  it  is 
represented  is  acouainted  with  the  Indians  in  that  State,  and  familiar  with 
their  language.  The  acting  superintendent  of  your  district,  and  sub-agent 
in  Florida,  have  been  advised  to  this  effect 

The  copies  of  various  papers,  herewith  sent  you,  are  merely  intended  to 
show  you  such  information  as  is  now  in  the  possession  of  this  Department, 
with  the  hope  that  you  may  clean  from  the  views  of  others,  something  to 
aid  and  assist  your  own.  These  copies  are  all  endorsed,  and  readily  explain 
themselves. 

In  connexioQ  with  the  proposition  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Esq.,  to  remove  these 
Indians  upon  contract,  for  the  sum  of  $65,000,  I  would  sdso  remark,  that 
the  performance  of  the  same  service  has  subsequently  been  offered  for . 
%50,WO,  which  may  tend  to  show  you  that  the  feasibility  of  a  peaceable 
removal  is  entertained  by  others  Uian  yourself,  and  at  a  very  reasonable 
cost  to  the  government 

No  remittance  has  been  made  to  you  on  account  of  the  proposed  eiqpe- 
dition ;  nor  is  it  supposed  to  be  necessary,  as  you  can  readily  realize  funds 
on  your  drafts  upon  this  office.  In  this  connexion,  you  are  authorized  to 
draw  for  such  an  amount  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  outfit  and  transport- 
ation of  the  party  to  Florida,  having  due  regard  to  economy  in  the  premi- 
ses. Upon  this  point,  the  Department  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  case» 
rely  entirely  upon  your  judgment  and  discretion. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  or  at  Mobile,  should  you  touch  there, 
I  desire  you  to  telegraph  this  office ;  and  should  you  desire  any  further 
qpeciai  instructions,  to  indicate  their  nature. 

For  the  service  entrusted  to  you,  you  can  only  be  allowed  your  necessary 
travelling  expenses. 

Any,  and  all  former  mstructions  upon  this  subject,  are  regarded  as  re- 
scinded. _^ 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN, 

Commissioner.    ! 
M.  DirvAL,  Esq., 
Fort  Gibson, 
Western  Territory. 


St.  Augustine,  Florida, 

August  30,  1849.  i 

SiE :  In  obedience  to  our  instructions,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit, 

herewith,  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  two  several  meetings,  held  in  the 

court-house,  in  this  place,  on  the  22d  and  25th  instants,  by  the  inhabitants 

St.  John's  county.  ^^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servants, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON, 
P.  C.  ZYLSTRA, 
JOHN  DRYSDALE. 
His  Excellency  Z.  Tatlos, 
President  of  the  U.S. 

DOC.  49—9  ^  T 
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St.  AnonsTiNTS,  pLoiniyA, 

August  22,  1840. 
Ptxrsuant  fo  a  call,  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  oT 
St.  John's  county,  assembled  in  the  court-bouse,  in  St.  Augustine,   this 
afternoon. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  B.  A.  Putnam,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order^ 
and  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Bronson  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Messrs.  George 
Washington,  P.  C.  Zyltstra,  and  John  Drysdale,  Secretaries.  At  the  re- 
quest ofthe  chah;  the  Hon.  G.  R.  Fairbanks  explained  the  object  of  the 
meeting  to  be,  to  take  into  consideration  the  character  and  cause  of  the  re- 
cent outrages  of  the  Indians  occupying  the  southern  portion  of  the  penin- 
sula, and  their  present  hostile  attitude  toward  the  people  of  East  Florida ; 
aind  in  an  eloquent  and  forcible  manner,  urged  the  duty  of  our  citizens  to 
act  and  speak  with  promptness  and  decision  in  the  present  emergency. 
The  Hon.  B.  A.  Putnam  succeeded,  and  stilf  further  enforced  the  same 
views  in  a  few  earnest  remarks,  commenting  with  just  and  indignapt  se- 
verity upon  the  attempt  to  asperse  the  character  of  the  people  of  Florida, 
^  desirous  of  a  war,  and  being  the  aggressors  upon  the  Indians. 

On  motion,  a  committee  often  was  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  prepare 
luid  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  a  statement  of  facts,  and  appropriate 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  views  of  this  county,  in  reference  to  our  pres- 
ent relations  with  the  Indians.  The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed 
such  committee,  viz. : 

Gen.  J.  M.  Hernandez,  Mr.  M.  Solana, 

Hon.  G.  R.  Fairbanks,  Hon.  W.  A.  Forward, 

Hon.  B.  A.  Putnam,  Mr.  J.  W.  Fontan^, 

Vu  W.  H.  Simmons,  Mr.  D.  R.  Dunham, 

Mr.  P.  Benet,  Mr.  R.  Floyd. 

'  On  motion  of  George  Washington,  the  name  of  the  Chairman  was  added 
to  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  G.  R.  Fairbanks,  the  citizens  of  other  counties, 
present,  were  invited  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  and 
Mr.  C.  L.  Brayton,  of  St.  Lucie  county,  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  till  Saturday,  to  hear  the  report  of  the 
committee* 


St.  Augustine,  Augrut  25,  1849. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  a  lar^  concourse  of  the  inhabitants  of  Su 
John's,  and  many  from  the  adjoming  counties,  assembled  at  the  court- 
house at  the  appomted  hour. 

After  the  meeting  had  been  called  to  order,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  meeting  read  and  approved.  General  J.  M.  Hernandez,  as  Qiairman 
ofthe  committee,  submitted  the  following  report  and  resolutions,  to  wit: — 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  at  a  previous  meeting  to  make  a 
Report  and  prepare  Resolutions  for  the  action  of  this  meeting  respectfolly 
report  that — 

m  order  to  aright  understanding  of  the  present  position  of  the  people 
of  East  Florida,  with  regard  to  the  Indians  within  our  borders,  the  teai- 
porary  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  country  bv  a  remnant  of  savages,  and 
the  events  of  the  last  six  or  seven  years  should  be  correctly  known  and  ap- 
praeiatiKL 
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pa  the  oenmtion  of  bottUities  with  the  Indians  in  August  1S48,  the  few 
then  remaining  and  who  were  unwilling  to  emigrate,  were  allowed  to  re- 
main temporarily  within  certain  lioaits  assigned  to  them,  by  direction  of  the 
President,  and  by  arrangements  between  them  and  the  then  commanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  army  in  Florida.  That  this  arrangement  was  merely 
temnorary  is  so  well  understood  as  hardly  to  need  comment.  The  "  Grene- 
ral  Order  '*  then  issued  so  announced  it,  and  it  has  been  90  declared  and 
onderstood  by  eyery  department  of  the  goyernment  from  that  time  forward. 
Neither  the  President  nor  any  department  of  the  goyemment  had  the 
power,  without  some  law  or  resolution  of  Congress,  to  make  any  permanent 
arrangement  of  the  kind  ;  such  an  assumption  of  power  would  haye  been 
wholly  unwarranted.  But  eyen  temporary  as  it  was,  the  people  of  Florida 
did  not  acquiesce  in  it.  They  fearea  that  a  temporary  occupation  or  pos- 
session might  in  time  ripen  into  a  pretended  permanent  richt,  and  from  the 
b^inning  they  protested  against  it,  and  urged  upon  the  U.  S.  goyernment 
the  earliest  practicable  remoyal  of  the  Indians.  They  were  well  aware  of 
the  danger  of  collision  and  difficulty  between  the  border  settlers  and  the 
Indians,  and  that  so  lone  as  the  Indians  remained,  their  presence  would 
retard  the  settlement  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  hence  they  were 
anxious  for  their  total  remoyal  and  for  complete  immunity  from  any  fur- 
ther hostilities  from  them.  The  leffislatiye  council  of  the  then  territory^ 
and  the  delegate  in  Congress  earnestly  and  repeatedly  expressed  the  yiewi 
and  wishes  of  the  people  to  the  authorities  of  the  general  goyernment 
The  general  assembly  of  the  state  (since  our  admission  as  a  state)  and  our 
senators  and  representatiyes  in  Congress,  haye  repeatedly  expressed  the  same 
views,  and  reiterated  to  the  U.  S.  goyernment  the  desire  of  the  people  of 
Florida  for  tbe  remoyal  of  the  Indians.  In  short,  from  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  in  1842,  to  the  present  time,  the  constituted  authorities  who  rep- 
resented the  people  of  Florida,  haye  uniformly  protested  against  the  Indians 
remaining  in  the  state,  and  haye  repeatedly  and  earnestly  requested  the 
U.  S.  government  to  execute  the  treaty  of  rayne's  landing  fully,  and  to 
remove  the  Indians  to  Arkansas  as  agreed  by  tnat  treaty. 

In  the  mean  while  the  apparently  quiet  and  peaceable  conduct  of  the 
Indians  had  inspired  confidence  and  a  feeling  of  security.  Time  had  in 
some  measure  obliterated  from  the  minds  of  men  the  horrid  atrocities  and 
massacres  committed  by  these  sayages  in  the  late  Indian  war«  and  as  years 
rolled  on  the  country  h&gan  to  be  settled  and  improved.  Old  plantations 
that  had  been  devastated  during  the  former  war,  were  reoccupied  and  new 
ones  <H>eaed  and  settled.  Many  new  settlers  had  come  in  from  other  states, 
and  aner  the  usual  priyations  and  hardships  of  new  settlements  and  fron- 
tier life,  were  beginning  to  repose  in  the  prospect  of  comfort  and  compe- 
tency. The  settlements  in  llast  Florida  were  becoming  very  numerous 
and  the  country  in  a  high  state  of  prosperity  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  present 
summer,  and  with  the  prospect  of  most  aoundant  crops  the  present  year, 
an  impetus  had  been  giyen  highly  fayorable  to  the  further  settlement  of  the 
countij«  The^ private  land  grants,  owned  by  numerous  indiyiduals  of  all 
conditions  in  life,  and  which  are  dotted  over  the  country,  were  beginnimr 
to  come  into  market  and  to  be  vduable  to  their  owners ;  and,  in  short,  aU 
classes  of  commimity  were  experiencing  the  benefits  of  peace,  and  a  sup- 
posed exemption  from  any  furtner  Indian  outrages* 

In  the  midst  of  this  state  of  things  we  were  awakened  from  this  fancied 
security  by  the  most  wanton  and  unproyoked  aggressions  of  these  savage 
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maranderB.  At  two  pdints  on  either  side  of  the  peninsula,  and  both  widi- 
out  the  Indian  reservation,  we  learn  that  they  had  asain  commenced  their 
old  work  of  murder,  roUiery,  pillage,  and  arson ;  and  (his  too  without  the 
lightest  proyocation»  and,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  under  no  pretence  <^ 
fetaliation  for  fancied  or  real  injuries.  On  this  point  we  have  been  induced 
to  make  the  most  particular  inquiries,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
any  fact  or  circumstance  leading  to  the  belief  that  any  wrong  or  injury  had 
been  perpetrated  by  the  whites  upon  the  Indians.  We  feel  justified  in  say- 
ing that  the  whites  are  in  no  manner  the  agoressors — that  the  outrages  at 
b^lian  river  (some  thirty  miles  distant  from  the  Indian  reserration)  and  at 
Pease  creek  (which  is  their  northern  boundary)  were  unprovoked,  and  they 
are  df  such  a  character,  when  taken  in  connection  with  other  facts  sinco 
occurring,  as  to  lead  to  the  conviction  that  this  remnant  of  Indians,  now  in 
oar  state,  have  again  deliberately  commenced  hostilities  and  are  bent  on 
war. 

The  result  of  all  this,  as  is  well  known,  has  already  been  most  disastrous^ 
and  threatens  to  be  more  so  un!ess  the  most  prompt  and  speedy  relief  is 
aflbrded  to  restrain  or  remove  the  Indians  and  protect  the  settlers.  All  the 
settlements  from  New  Smjrma  southward  on  the  eastern  or  Atlantic  coast 
have  been  entirely  abandoned.  In  the  exposed  part  of  the  country  in  tho 
interior  we  are  informed  that  great  numbers  of  tm  settlers,  and  particulariy 
Aose  who  have  recently  come  into  the  stale,  have  abandoned  their  farms 
or  plantations,  and  fled  from  the  state.  Many  others  have  sought  safety 
by  congregating  together  at  points  most  fav<M*able  for  mutual  defense  and 

CDtection,  and  others,  more  hardy  or  less  exposed,  have  fortified  their  own 
uses  1^  pickets,  d&c.,  determined  at  least  to  secure  the  present  year's 
erop;  and  all  who  remain  are  living  in  constant  alarm  and  anxiety.  And 
when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  these  settlements,  though  comprehenditts^ 
great  numbers  in  the  aggregate,  are  sparse  in  reference  to  each  other,  and 
expanded  over  a  latge  extent  of  country,  and  therefore  not  well  situated  to 
sfiord  mutual  protection,  it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  this  state  of  thixu;s 
cannot  last,  and  that  unless  ample  protection  is  extended  to  them,  and  tbs 
Indians  removed  entirely  from  our  limits,  the  country  must  acain  be  aban- 
doned and  given  up  to  the  savages  and  wild  beasts,  and  aU  hope  of  the 
Ibture  settlement  of  this  part  of  our  state  relinquished. 

AU  this  is  no  light  matter,  no  trival  cause  of  complaint.  And  when  the 
people  of  East  Florida,  recollecting  the  desolation  and  ruin  into  which  the 
last  Indian  war  plunged  the  country,  and  from  which  it  has  not  yet  reooT- 
ered,  raise  the  note  ol  alarm,  and  call  earnestly  upon  the  general  and  stale 
government  for  relief  and  protection,  we  consider  that  they  have  ffood  rea- 
son for  doing  so,  and  that  it  should  by  no  means  subject  them  to  the  impu- 
tation of  making  much  ado  from  small  causes.  Any  one  acquainted  with  the 
insidious  character  of  the  enemy  and  the  nature  of  the  country  cannot  bat 
admit  that  the  smallness  of  their  numbers  afifords  no  security  against  a 
repetition  of  the  same  calamities  which  followed  the  outbreidc  o(  1885^ 
-^indeed  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  ve?^  fact  of  their  being  so  few 
will  lead  to  more  prolonged  if  not  more  injunous  aggressions  than  if  their 
numbers  were  many,  as  they  have  it  BKNre  m  their  power  to  elude  poraoit 
The  lives  and  property  of  a  large  part  of  our  citizens  are  at  stake,  and  the 
future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  state  are  seriously  jeoparded,  and  under 
these  circumstances,  as  already  detailed,  the  people  of  jBast  Florida  are 
iillid  upon,  by  every  oonsideMtion  of  da^  sAd  «qpedieney,  to  act  piooipllf 
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and  to  ipeak  strongly,  w^iently,  and  earnestly  to  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
hear  and  redress  our  griCTances;  and  hence  they  have  called  upon  the 
general  goremment  for,  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  insist  upon»  the 
entire  and  total  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  bordera  of  our  state,  and 
the  fiill  and  complete  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Payne's  landing,  which  is 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  which  the  general  government  is  bound 
to  execute  and  carry  out.  In  the  meanwhile  they  ask  that  protection  and 
defense  for  the  frontier  and  exposed  settlements  which  is  rendered  by  the 
existing  state  of  things^  and  which  may  continue  to  be  necessary  imtil  the 
Indians  are  finally  removed. 

In  conclusion  the  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  Resolu^ 


(S^necn 


OSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ,  a  R.  DUNHAM, 

GEORGE  R,  FAIRBANKS,  J.  M.  FONTANE. 

B.  A.  PUTNAM,  WM.  A.  FORWARD, 

MATTHEW  SOLANA,  J.  H.  BRONSON, 

PEDRO  BENET,  RICHARD  FLOYD, 

W.  H.  SIMMONS,  C.  L.  BRAYTON, 

Committee. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Refolved, — That  we  deem  the  present  a  crisis  of  deep  interest  and  impor- 
tance to  the  future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  East  Florida,  and  that  a  speedy 
removal  of  the  Indians  now  remaining  among  us,  and  a  final  termination  of 
hostilities  are  of  the  first  consideration,  and  earnestly  desired  by  all,  and 
that  so  £sr  as  we  are  able,  our  best  efforts  shall  be  used  to  produce  these 
desirable  resulta. 

Resolvedj — That  from  the  investigations  we  have  made,  and  from  the 
facts  and  circumstances  which  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  we  are  fully 
of  the  opinion  that  there  has  been  no  a^ession  by  the  whites  upon  the 
Indians  to  furnish  even  a  pretext  for  hostilities — and  that  the  recent  Indian 
outrages  were  wholly  unprovoked,  and  had  their  oriein  only  in  the  innate 
hatred  of  these  savages  to  the  whites,  in  their  unwillingness  to  emirate, 
and  in  their  fixed  determination  to  prevent  all  settlements  in  their  neignbor- 
hood,  and  thereby  again  reduce  the  country  to  a  wilderness,  as  more  con- 
genial to  their  hMits  of  life. 

Resolved^ — That  we  have  witnessed  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  the 
disposition  of  the  Executive  of  our  own  State  to  meet  the  emergency  oc- 
casioned by  the  late  Indian  outrages,  in  a  prompt  and  becoming  spirit,  and 
to  furnish  adequate  protection  to  the  frontier,  and  exposed  settlers — and 
that  we  approve  of  tne  course  which  he  has  taken,  and  trust  it  will  meet 
with  a  like  approbation  firom  every  citizen  of  the  State.  And  that  we  are 
dso  gratified  to  learn  that  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  Government 
have  expressed  their  fixed  determination  to  remove  the  remaining  Indians 
firom  Florida,  and  in  the  meanwhile,  till  that  can  be  effected,  to  furnish 
adequate  protection  to  the  exposed  settlers,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  these 
intentions,  troops  are  daily  arriving  in  Florida,  and  other  measures  taken 
to  ensure  the  accomplishment  of  these  designs — all  of  which,  is  highlv  satis- 
factory,  and  meets  our  cordis  and  hearty  approval ;  and  we  shall  tak^ 
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great  pleasure  in  cooperating  with  the  constituted  authorities  in  any  way  thti 
may  be  needful  and  proper,  to  aid  in  carrying  out  the  objects  above  ex- 
pressed. 

Resolved, — That  in  our  opinion,  the  Governor  should  not  withdraw  the 
volunteer  force  now  in  the  field,  nor  cease  in  his  efforts  for  the  protection 
of  the  country,  without  first  being  satisfied  that  the  United  States  Grovem- 
ment  has  provided  suflSciently  for  the  defence  of  the  settlements. 

Resolved, — That  from  investigations  made,  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  the 
idea  that  the  outrages  at  Indian  river  and  Pease  creek,  on  opposite  sides  of 
the  Peninsula,  were  committed  by  one  and  the  same  band  of  Indians,  and 
not  exceeding  five  in  number,  is  altogether  erroneous.  And  among  other 
reasons  rendering  such  a  supposition  improbable,  may  be  mentioned  the 
remains  of  the  camp  fires  of  a  much  larger  number  of  Indians  near  the 
scene  of  the  outrage  at  Indian  river — ^the  short  space  of  time,  not  exceed- 
ing four  days,  between  the  two  attacfcs — the  distance  of  over  100  miles,  in 
an  air  line,  to  be  traversed  by  the  Indians,  laden  with  plunder,  by  circuit- 
ous paths,  and  intervening  water-courses,  swamps  and  lakes,  and  the 
amount  of  plunder  removed  at  each  point. 

And  that  we  are  satisfied,  and  fully  believe,  that  these  outrages  have 
been  countenanced  by  the  Florida  Indians  generally,  and  have  not  proceed- 
ed merely  from  the  mdividual  acts  or  feelings  of  any  limited  or  particular 
number. 

Resolved, — That  much  credit  is  due  to  Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  of  the  2d  Regt. 
of  Artillery,  and  to  Major  Ripley  and  Lieut.  Adams,  under  his  command, 
for  their  prompt  and  energetic  exertions  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens. 

Resolved, — That  we  respectfully  recommend  to  our  fellow-citizens  of 
other  counties  throughout  the  State,  to  meet  and  express  their  opinions  on 
this  important  subject. 

Resolved, — That  the  proceedings  of  these  meetings,  with  the  foregoing 
Report  and  Resolutions,  be  furnished  for  publication,  and  that  the  news- 
papers of  this  State,  as  well  as  those  of  Washington  city,  are  requested  to 
publish  the  same — and  that  copies  be  transmitted  by  the  secretaries  of  this 
meeting  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Governor  of  Florida. 

Which  having  been  read,  and  listened  to  with  attention  by  this  meeting, 
were  on  motion  of  Thomas  T.  Russell,  Esq.,  adopted,  unanimously  and 
without  a  dissenting  voice.  Afterwards,  on  motion,  the  last  resolution 
was  reconsidered  and  amended,  so  as  to  require  a  copy  of  the  same,  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  President,  instead  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

In  answer  to  a  numerous  call.  Col.  C.  A.  Mitchell,  of  Marion  county, 
addressed  the  meeting,  portraying  in  an  impressive  speech,  the  disastrous 
consequences  to  the  country  generally,  that  might  be  anticipated  from  the 
recent  Indian  hostilities,  expressing  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  citizens  of 
Marion  county  with  regard  to  the  course  that  should  be  pursued  towards 
the  Indians,  and  urgins  their  speedy  and  entire  removal. 

The  Hon.  £.  C.  Caoell  succeeded,  and  was  listened  to  with  deep  atten- 
tion, while  in  a  few  pertinent  remarks,  deprecating  the  introduction  of  any 
partizan  or  political  allusion  that  might  tend  to  roar  the  harmony  of  the 
meeting  assembled  to  consider  the  interest  and  duty  of  a  common  country, 
under  a  common  grievance,  he  detailed  what  he  understood  to  be  the  policy 
of  the  administration,  as  to- the  immediate  and  total  removal  of  the  Indians, 
and  its  disposition  to  afford  every  aid  and  protection  to  the  citizens  of  Flo- 
rida that  they  had  a  right  to  demand,  or  couht  justly  expect. 
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The  cMBtmg  was  then  addressed  by  the  Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee,  who  excited 
profound  interest,  as  he  pictured  the  distress  and  suffering  of  our  hardy 
frontier  settlers,  driven  from  their  homes,  and  rendered  destitute  by  tlie 
dread  of  the  savaffe.  Mr.  Yulee  further  said,  that  confiding  in  the  good 
purposes  and  satisfactory  assurances  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  was  not 
disposed  to  be  hasty  or  censorious  in  his  judgments.  He  thought  the  De- 
partment at  fault,  however,  in  some  particulars,  which  he  proceeded  to 
qiecify,  but  which  he  hoped  would  be  remedied. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  B.  A.  Putnam,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  by 
the  meeting  to  their  chairman  and  secretaries. 

Then  on  motion  of  Thomas  T.  Russell,  Esq.,  the  meeting  adjourned 
sime  die. 

J.  H.  BRONSON,  ChairTnan. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, ) 

P.   C.  ZYLVESTRA,  >  CommiUee. 

JOHN  DRYSDALE.  ) 


DuNLAWTON,  September  3,  1849. 
To  His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir  :  Permit  me  to  address  you,  relative  to  the  Indian  depreda« 
tions  committed  at  Indian  river  in  July  last,  and  ask  as  a  great  favor  that 
you*  will  as  soon  as  practicable  inform  me  what  your  intention  is  in  regard 
to  the  Indians,  or  the  removal  of  them,  as  I  feel  very  anxious  about  the 
matter  for  reasons  which  I  will  give  you.  I  settled  on  Indian  river  in 
1843,  and  commenced  farming  there,  and  have  made  various  trips  to  the 
Bahamas  and  Cuba,  to  procure  all  of  the  tropical  fruits  at  a  great  expense, 
and  have  succeeded  in  raising  them,  and  have  been  to  great  expense  in 
clearing  and  fencing  and  buildmg,  until  every  dollar  of  my  funds  is  expend- 
ed, and  was  in  a  fine  way  of  reaping  a  rich  reward  next  year ;  on  the  12th 
of  July,  the  Indians  in  the  absence  of  mysdf  and  family,  went  to  my  house 
and  rifled  it  of  every  thine  it  contained,  then  proceedea  to  Mr.  Barker  and 
Russell's,  and  extended  their  depredations,  killing  the  former,  and  wound- 
ing the  latter.  They  lived  one  mile  from  nje.  They  then  proceeded  to 
Capt.  Gottas'  house,  and  rifled  it  and  burned  it  to  the  ground.  We  were 
forced  to  abandon  the  settlement,  thus  depriving  me  of  a  home,  without  one 
doUar  or  even  bedding,  or  a  change  of  clothes,  with  a  family  to  support 
and  in  this  condition,  1  do  not  know  what  to  do  ;  whether  I  ever  can  re- 
turn, or  what  the  intention  of  Government  is,  I  do  not  know.  I  am  now  at 
New  Smyrna,  waiting  the  result.  The  Indians  always  had  been  treated 
wen  by  roe,  as  well  as  by  others. 

Your  obedient  servant,  WILLIAM  D.  WARD, 

P.  S. — Reference  to  E.  C.  Cabell. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Otpicb  of  Indian  Appairs,  Sept.  18,  1849, 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  inst.,  addressed  to  the  President,  has  been  re- 
ferred to  this  office. 

In  reply  to  your  enquiry,  as  to  the  intention  of  the  government  in  re- 
gard to  the  Indians  yet  remaining  in  Florida,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
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nilitafy  protection  has  already  been  furnished,  ample  for  the  defence  of  the 
inhabitants,  as  you  will  no  doubt  have  learned  on  the  reception  of  this 
communication ;  and  that  the  subject  of  the  early  removal  of  said  Indians 
westi  is  now  under  advisement,  and  the  preliminary  steps  ahready  taken  in 
the  matter. 

Your  losses  and  annoyances,  the  Department  deeply  regrets,  but  as  the 
act  usually  known  as  the  '^  Intercourse  law,"  does  not  embrace  Florida, 
Congress  is  the  only  power  that  can  redress  your  grievances,  and  afford 
you  just  and  proper  remuneration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
William  D.  Ward,  Esq, 

New  Smyrna,  Florida. 


Palatea,  E.  p., 

September  6, 1850. 

Snt :  In  replv  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  August,  I  offer  the  following 
propositions.  Doubtless,  it  would  be  creatly  to  the  interest  of  the  United 
Dtates,  in  every  sense,  to  have  the  Indians  removed  from  this  State,  with- 
out war.  The  tribe,  or  rather  remnants  of  tribes,  are  scattered  over  a 
wide  extent  of  country,  and  difficult  of  access ;  consequently  requiring  some 
time  to  procure  a  separate  conference,  which  would  be  necessary,  to  en* 
sure  a  general  meeting.  I  feel  convinced  it  can  be  done  by  proper  negoti- 
ation. I  shall  be  placing  myself  in  a  very  critical  situation,  as  well  as  mv 
interpreters,  and  expect  to  be  liberally  rewarded,  should  I  finally  succeed. 
If  my  efforts  prove  aoortive,  not  by  my  neglect,  satisfactorily  proved  to  the 
Department,  or  be  slain  in  the  embassy,  then  my  family  to  receive  what  I 
would  have  been  entitled  to.  I  think  within  six  months,  I  could  procure 
their  removal,  provided  I  am  sustained  and  clothed  with  proper  authority 
irom  the  Department.  There  is  only  one  way  by  which  to  ensure  their  re- 
moval voluntarily :  a  stipulated  price  upon  each  and  every  Indian,  also  al- 
lowing  me  the  general  superintendence  at  their  final  departure,  and  prepar- 
atory thereto,  government  furnishing  means,  &c.,  for  transportation. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  now  to  say  what  I  would  consider  a  fair  com- 
pensation; my  country,  I  feel  well  assured,  would  be  willing  to  remunerate 
me  liberally,  where  so  much  blood  and  treasure  will  be  saved. 

I  am  sonry  to  say  it,  I  believe  many  citizens  of  this  State  are  anxious  we 
should  have  a  war  with  the  Indians,  simply  for  peculation.  The  wise  poU 
icy  of  the  War  Department,  in  excluding  them  trom  employment,  will  have 
a  great  tendency  to  aid  my  efforts  in  resisting  the  nation,  should  I  be  sent 
there.  If  my  services  should  be  required,  the  Department  will  judge 
whether  I  require  a  strong  escort  or  not.  Ten  or  twenty  men  (such  as  I 
i9ay  select,)  would  be  alUsuflicient.  If  the  Department  requires  my  ser- 
ices,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  it,  and  can  be  ready  at  the  earUeat 
>ioticeto  penetrate  the  nation. 

With  high  respect, 

B.  HOPKINS. 

2(^,— NoaiifW«rratQiiied;  other  meaiiiiwhayiiig  been  adopted  aaddytttn^ 
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Wasbimotov,  September  6,  18tt. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewimo. 

Dkar  Sik  :  I  see  from  the  report  of  Colonel  Whitner  and  (general  Thoin|K 
aon,  that  they  learafrom  ^^Mr.  Ewing,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that  he 
had  ordered  Colonel  Spencer  to  repair,  without  delay,  to  his  post  within 
the  Indian  territory,  and  demand  the  authors  of  the  late  murders  and  rob> 
beries." 

I  respectfully  state,  that  I  have  received  no  such  communication,  and  that 
I  had  repured  to  Fort  Brooke  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  the  aggressorsi 
without  receiving  the  order,  and  in  advance  of  the  Governor's  request  to 
the  same  effect    No  ^de  or  interpreter  could  be  procured. 

I  shall  be  in  the  Indian  territory  in  a  few  da^s,  and  will  do  all  that  o|^ 
portnnity  may  permit,  and  the  means  at  my  disjposal  will  warrant. 
I  am  yours  truly  and  respecttully, 

S.  SPENCER. 


Choctaw  Aoknct,  Sq^tember  15,  1849. 
Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  herewith,  a  communication  from  M» 
Duval,  Esq.,  Seminole  sub*agent,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  docu- 
ments rolative  to  the  contemplated  removal  of  the  Seminoles  still  remaining 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  received  at  this  office  on  the  7th  instant,  from  Mr. 
Markland,  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Duval  on  the  following  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DRENNEN, 
Acting  Supt.  W.  S. 
Ouumoo  Bmowif ,  Esq., 

Ccmmr.  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington  Oity. 

FoHT  GiBsoH,  C.  N.,  September  9,  1849. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  nnoment,  of  vour 
orders  of  the  18th  ultimo,  instructing  me  in  reference  to  the  Florida  Indi- 
ans. The  orders  shall  be  attended  to  with  all  practicable  expedition.  I 
shall  leave  immediately  for  my  agency,  and  call  the  Indians  together,  to 
name  the  delegates.  I  have  sent  to  Fort  Smith,  for  Wild  Cat,  to  retinn  to 
my  place,  to  assist  and  use  his  influence  and  judgment  in  council.  He  had 
iRMie  down  on  a  trading  expedition.  I  had  come  down  this  far  for  the 
Seminole  goods,  &c.  They  will  be  delivered  at  the  council,  and  I  shall 
leave  for  Florida  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  made. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  DUVAL, 
Seminole  Sub- Agent 
Hon.  Oelakdo  Beown, 

Commr.  Indian  AffairM,  4^,  4<- 


Palama,  S^temberftO^  1849» 
Sib:  Upon  mature  reflection,  I  am  induced  to  propose  to  the  Depart- 
ment, the  removal  of  the  Indians,  after  having  consented  to  emigrate  atone 
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hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  head,  or  seventy-five  thousand,  for  five  hun- 
dred of  them,  and  provision  them  for  a  season,  allowing  full  time  for  them 
to  make  a  crop  at  their  new  abode.  The  recent  amicable  position  they 
have  assumed,  is  clearly  an  indication  of  their  desire  for  peace ;  and  u 
proper  agents  are  sent  anK>ng  them,  and  their  situation  fully  explained,  I  fee) 
confident  that  the  entire  nation  could  be  purchased  out  at  a  moderate  val- 
uation per  head.  I  am  still  inclined  to  accept  a  commission,  conjointly  with 
the  present  sub- agent,  who  is  very  desirous  I  should  accompany  him  in 
such  an  event.  He  left  this  place  this  morning  for  Tampa. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  HOPKINS. 
Hon.  Orlando  Brown. 


WAsamoTON,  D.  C. 

September  15,  1849. 
Colonel  Brown. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  appointed  Colonel  Elijah  Mattox,  Indian  trader  for 
the  Indians  yet  remainmg  in  Florida,  and  respectfully  ask  that  he  may  be 
commissioned  by  the  Department  as  such. 

I  am,  yours  very  respectfully, 

S.  SPENCER. 


Dbpartmbkt  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs, 

September  13,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.,  giving  information  thai 
you  have  appointed  Col.  Elijah  Mattox  Indian  trader  for  the  Seminole 
Indians,  and  asking  the  Department  to  conrmiission  him  as  such. 

The  laws  of  Florida  having  been  extended  over  all  the  Indian  country 
in  that  State,  the  law  regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  is  inoperative,  and  consequently  the  general  government  has  no 
power  to  license  trade  in  the  Seminole  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
S.  Spenobr,  Ebo., 
Seminole  Sub- Agent. 

Fort  Brooke,  Oct.  1,  IB4B. 
CoL;  Orlando  Brown, 

Com,  Indian  Department. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  came  to  hand  last  mail.  The  law  to  which  you 
refer  has  never  been  approved  by  Congress,  and  therefore  void. 

If  the  commission  was  not  valid  it  could  do  no  evil,  and  I  can  get  one 
also  from  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

Indeed,  to  do  the  Indians  justice  I  must  establish  two  stores,  one  for 
each  faction,  Jones  and  Billy's,  one  on  Pease  creek,  and  the  other  on  Ca- 
loosahatchee ;  this  will  accommodate  both  tribes. 

I  cannot  and  will  not,  however,  go  to  the  Indian  territory  without  a 
small  armed  force  say  fifty  or  sixty  efficient  men,  and  as  General  Twiggs 
tells  me  he  cannot  spare  regular  troops  I  would  be  glad  to  have  volunteers. 
I  prefer  them,  however  much  the  govermnent  may  contemn  them.  Alas  fior 


t99  14»} 

Yoa  ca&  see  position  of  the  troops  as  at  present  located,  along  the  road 
towards  Ocala  (Fort  King)  for  aboat  sixty  miles,  and  then  in  the  region  of 
Pilatka!! 

Wehaveprofcafcfc  reports  of  further  Indian  depredations  on  Indian  river. 

Coi.  Qssian  Hart,  State  Attorney  for  the  Southern  Circuit,  has  just  ar- 
riyed  at  this  place,  and  has  given  the  particulars  as  detailed  to  him  by  th^ 
geotleman  who  returned  to  Key  West,  and  to  which  they  made  affidavit, 
sod  which  document  is  in  the  hands  of  General  Twiggs. 

The  newspaper  accounts  are  nearly  correct.  I  have  marked  out  the 
word  approach,  and  if  the  word  evidence  is  substituted  you  will  see  the 
purport  of  the  a^davit  as  rehearsed  to  me  by  Colonel  Hart. 

General  Twiggs  expects  to  receive  the  Indian  criminals  on  the  18th 
inst  I  doubt  very  much  the  surrender ;  it  will  be  another  talk,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again.     *^  Come  next  mom\" 

I  would  be  glad  to  know  if  any  order  has  emanated  from  Washington 
instructing  the  officers  here  to  emtrioy  no  citizens  on  any  terms,  or  for  any 
service.     Such  is  the  practice,  and  Mr.  Crawford  bears  the  blame. 

I  know  the  Floridians  are  blamed  for  the  war,  while  they  have  had  no 
more  agency  in  producing  it  than  Mohamet  in  making  the  moon,  and  not 
more  than  one  out  of  fifty  can  be  benefited,  while  hundreds  are  now  ruined 
and  hundreds  more  must  suffer. 

Removal  is  our  watchword,  and  I  am  glad  the  government  responds  to  it. 

I  give  you  my  deliberate  opinion,  that  I  can  buy  the  Indians  out  in 
twelve  months  or  whip  them  out  in  six. 

I  hope  to  be  relieved  by  November.  I  do  not  wish  it  known  general,  as 
the  Department  would  suffer  a  siege  for  the  appointment.  I  have  given 
you  several  names  from  which  a  good  selection  can  be  made.  Baker, 
Bryant,  Cooper,  Hopkins  or  Smith  would  be  very  competent. 

I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

S.   SPENCER. 

I  cannot  persuade  Major  Morris  or  Captain  Casey  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  the  agency  at  this  time. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 
Ofpicb  op  Indian  Afpairs, 

September  19,  1849. 
Sn :  I  have  inadvertently  omitted,  heretofore,  to  inform  you,  officially, 
that  S.  Spencer,  Esq.,  sub-agent  for  the  Florida  Indians,  has  recently  visited 
the  seat  of  government,  and  that  this  writ  was  made  without  advisement 
with,  or  instructions  from  this  office,  and  of  course  without  its  sanction. 

Such  writ  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  seventh  paragraph  of  the  regula- 
tions defining  the  duties  of  agents,  sub-agents,  &c.,  wherein  they  are  ex- 
pressly forbid  to  leave  the  limits  of  their  agencies  without  permission. 

Whilst  here,  his  communications  were  principally  of  a  verbal  and  gene- 
ral character ;  he  departed  without  leaving  anything  of  an  official  nature 
to  indicate  the  object  of  said  visit :  he  signified,  however,  his  intention  of 
addressing  me  on  the  subject  at  an  early  day. 
As  yet,  no  such  communication  has  been  received. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN.    , 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewino, 

Secretary  for  the  Interior. 
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DBPAETWiirr  OP  THB  IHTKllOft, 

Washihgtom,  Sepiernber  37,  1849. 
SiK :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Indian  sub-agency  for  the  SeaiinoleB 
10  Florida,  to  which  Samuel  Spencer  of  Jacksonville,  was  appointed  in 
April  last,  has  been  discontinued,  and  the  management  of  Indian  affairs  in 
that  state,  restored  to  the  War  Department. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  advised  me  that  Capt.  John  C.  Casey  of  the 
U.  S.  A.  now  at  Tampa  Bay,  has  been  designated  for  that  duty. 

You  will,  therefore,  instruct  Mr.  Spencer  to  turn  over  to  that  officer  all 
fiinds,  papers,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  which  may  remain  in  his  band9» 
he  taking  Captain  Casey's  receipt  therefor. 

I  aai|  SIT)  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

T.  EWING,  Secretary. 

A  S.  LONOHBRT,  ESO.^ 

AcHng  Cam.  qf  Indian  Affairs. 

Dsf  iOlTllENT  OP  TBS  ISTBKIOBy 

Offios  of  Indiak  Affaouv 

Sq^mber  28, 185a 
Sir  :  You  will  perceive  from  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that  the  sub-s^noy  m  Florida  has  been 
discontinued,  and  the  charge  of  the  Indians  transferred  to  Captain  Johft  C. 
Casey,  under  the  directions  of  the  War  Department. 

In  conformity  with  the  last  paragraph  of  that  letter,  you  will  please  turn 
over  to  Captain  Casey  all  the  public  funds  and  property  in  your  hands ; 
laking  his  receipt  therefor  as  a  voucher  in  vour  final  accounts,  which  yon 
will  {Sease  forward  as  soon  as  practicable,  for  settlement. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  LOUGHERY, 
Acting  Ccnunissianer. 
Aamuxl  Spbnobr,  Esq., 
Sub'Affentf  4^., 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 
nia  Jacksonville,  Fa. 
If  not  in  Jacksonville,  to  be  forwarded  as  per  address. 


SSMIirOLE  SUB-AOENOT, 

September  24,  1840. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Indians  met  this  evening 
to  act  on  the  proposition  of  government  in  relation  to  sending  a  delegation 
to  Florida. 

They  have  delayed  in  assembling,  in  consequence  of  many  of  the  chiefii 
being  at  a  distance  from  home  when  your  instructions  were  received,  and 
it  required  considerable  time  to  have  them  informed  of  the  wishes  of  gov* 
emment. 

All  the  principal  men  are  not  yet  in,  yet  I  have  seen  enough  to  satisfy  me 
that  Wild  Cat  is  exerting  his  influence  to  prevent  or  delay  thie  appointment 
of  delegates.  His  object  is,  no  doubt,  to  show  his  importance,  and  force 
government  to  otkr  him  a  considerable  sum. 

In  this  I  say,  most  confidently,  to  the  Department,  be  shall  be  finutratad^ 
without  creating  any  great  delay.  ^ 
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I  shrnU  wt  such  eleineiits  to  work,  that  in  a  few  days  the  delegates  shdl 
be  appointed  and  ready';  my  oHect  will  of  course  be  to  have  men  appointed 
who  can  exert  an  influence  in  Florida. 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  Wild  Cat's  opposition,  at  ihe  same  time 
think  it  is  in  keeping  with  his  character.  He  desires  to  rule  or  make  him- 
self felt;  and,  although  a  month  ago,  he  would  haye  beggjed  to  |;o,  now, 
that  be  hears  there  is  trouble  (he  heard  it  below  at  Fort  Smith,)  he  imagines 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  him,  and  by  holding  off,  he  will  be 
the  better  paid. 

I  can  only  repeat,  that  the  instructions  shall  be  carried  out,  if  exertion  or 
influence  on  my  part  can  eflfect  it,  which  I  belive  they  can,  even  should  I 
be  fi>rced  to  crush  Wild  Gat  by  the  influence  of  others  among  his  own 

pOOtuO* 

yery  respectfttUy,  your  most  obedient  serrant* 

M.  DUVAL, 
Semimok  Sub-Ageni. 
Hon.  Qelahso  Broww, 

Commr.  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington  City,  D.  G. 


FoBT  Gmmr,  0.  N., 

October  7,  1849. 

Sdl:  I  have  the  b(mor  to  inform  you,  that  in  consequence  of  the  opposi* 
tion  ind&pectly  made  to  the  appointment  of  a  delesaticm  to  go  to  Florida,  I 
haye  been  delayed  considerably  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  Depart- 
ment ;  howeyer,  the  delegation  are  now  preparing  to  so,  and  are  to  meet 
ne  on  the  16th  of  this  months  to  leaye  North  Foi^  of  Canadian,  fcft  Fori 
Smith,  uid  there  take  steamboat 

I  had,  as  I  expected,  to  speak  yery  fdainly  to  those  who  were  opposing 
it,  and  finally  forced  Uieir  cooperation.  This  opposition  on  the  jmrt  <h 
Wild  Cat,  is  to  be  attributed,  I  haye  reason  to  belieye,  in  a  great  part,  to  the 
adyice  or  remarks  of  Grenend  Arbuckle,  in  reference  to  myself,  throwing 
discanedit  on  me,  and  thereby  on  my  acts ;  weakening,  for  a  time,  my  influ* 
ence,  imd  encouraging  opposition  to  my  official  acts.  Of  this  interrerence, 
on  the  part  of  General  A.,  I  haye  written  in  another  letter,  and  only  write 
now,  that  the  Department  may  be  informed  of  the.  time  the  delegation  will 
start. 

I  endeayored  to  persuade  them  to  start  from  the  counciK  at  my  agency, 
but  could  not  succeed ;  yet,  I  belieye,  on  the  whole,  the  delay  will  be  bene- 
ficial, inasmuch,  as  some  of  those  who  w^re  then  willing  to  go,  will  be  re- 
placed by  better  and  more  influential  men. 

I  haye' sent  to  Fort  Smith,  the  reauest  to  the  captain  of  one  of  the 
light  draught  boats,  to  be  at  Fort  Smitn  about  the  ISth,  so  there  may  be  as 
fittie  delay  there  as  possible. 

To-morrow,  I  return  to  my  agency,  to  be  ready  to  start  with  the  delega- 
tion. 

The  delay  of  the  del^;ation  only  gaye  me  a  day  or  two  to  attend  the 
Creek  council,  in  reference  to  questtons  between  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles, 
and  I  ayailed  myself  of  it  also,  to  come  as  far  as  the  Creek  agency,  with 
CokMiei  fiUdfbrd,  wder  whose  care,  the  interests  of  the  Seminoles  will  be 
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daring  my  absence,  and  to  whom  I  have  inatnioled  them  to  apply,  should 
lliey  wish  to  advise  or  consult  on  any  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M-  DUVAL, 
Seminole  Sub-AgenL 
Hon.  Oblakdo  Bkown, 

Commr.  Indian  Affairs^ 
Washington  City,  D.  C. 

Fort  Smith,  Arkansas^ 

OcUAer  25,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival,  at  this  place,  with  a  delega- 
tion of  eleven  Indians,  and  two  interpreters,  on  their  route  to  Florida. 

I  am  aware  there  has  been  much  delay,  but  considering  the  obstacles  to 
be  overcome,  I  think  myself  fortunate  in  so  far  succeeding. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  here,  what  difficulties  were  encountered,  n<»*do 
I  suppose  I  have  done  more  than  others,  with  the  same  knowledge  of  the 
people,  could  have  done ;  but  I  am  convinced,  no  one  acquainted  with 
the  Seminoles,  could  have  induced  the  persons  composing  this  delegation, 
to  ffo  to  Florida,  in  the  service  of  the  government. 

I  was  delayed  several  days  at  North  Fork  of  Canadian,  to  induce  Hal- 
leek  Tustenu^cee  to  join  me,  and  finally  I  succeeded  in  so  doing.  I  further 
discovered  Wild  Cat's  whole  purpose  in  regard  to  this  subject  He  (Wild 
Cat,)  opposed  it  in  council,  indirectly,  so  long  as  he  thought  he  could  effect 
anything,  but  afterwards  mshed  it  to  appear  that  he  was  in  favor  of  it,  that 
he  might  the  more  secretly  defeat  the  object  of  government,  as  he  has  en- 
deavored to  send  a  Talk  to  the  Florida  Seminoles,  which  would  retard  their 
aequiescinff  to  a  removal.  Halleck  Tustenu^ee,  whom  I  have  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  delegation,  appears  anxious  to  again  unite  his  people,  and  I 
relv  more  on  his  influence  than  on  any  other  man  in  the  Seminole  nation. 
1  shall  get  off,  in  the  morning,  on  a  boat  for  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  DUVAL, 
Seminole  SvJhAgenL 
Hon.  Orlando  Brown, 
.  Commr .  Indian  Affaire^ 
Washington  City,  D.  0. 

(Copy.) 

[Telegniiiliic  Defpateb-l 

New  Orlbans,  Noo,  3d. 
Orlando  Brown  : 

Sir  :  I  arrived  this  morning  with  the  Seminole  delegation  and  will  leave 
the   first  opportunity.    The  steamer  Washiten  looked   for  hourly  and 
will  return  in  two  davs, 
.   I  shall  write  fully  by  mail. 

Respectfully, 

M.  DUVAL, 

Seminole  Sub-Agemi. 
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New  Orleam,  La«,  iVbt>.,  5th  1849. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  telegraph  you  on  the  3d  inst.,  advising  of  my 
arrival  that  morning.  I  then  expected  to  go  to  Tampa  in  the  steamer 
Fasbicm,  then  hourly  looked  for,  but  after  remaining  this  Ions;  have  con- 
cluded to  start  in  the  propeller  Ashland,  which  will  leave  in  the  morning. 
I  should  much  have  preferred  the  Fashion  on  account  of  the  greater  com- 
fort,  as  I  wish  the  whole  trip  as  favorablv  reported  on  as  possible,  yet  the 
delay  mi^t  be  productive  of  greater  evil  than  a  less  favorable  report  of 
the  gulf  passage.  The  Indians,  however,  will  be  as  well  provided  for  as 
possible,  or  as  myself,  and  shall  have  no  cause  to  complain  on  that  score. 
They  have  conducted  themselves  well,  so  far,  and  I  believe  will  be  of  ma- 
terial service  in  the  proposed  negotiations. 

I  wrote  from  Fort  omith,  Arkansas,  but  a  hurried  letter,  believing  my 
communication  from  this  place  would  probably  be  in  advance  of  it. 

In  another  letter  (A  herewith)  I  give  you  a  proposition  from  Wild  Cat, 
which,  taken  in  connection  with  the  talk  which  he  endeavored  to  send 
secretly  to  FliHida,  will  show  his  object  as  regards  the  movements  of  this 
Delegation,  and  the  future  action  of  the  Seminoles.  .He  desires  the  Indians 
in  Florida  to  "  hold  on,"  that  is,  not  remove  until  removal  becomes  so  great 
an  object  to  government,  as  to  induce  it  to  give  him  a  large  amount,  or 
make  a  treaty  bv  which  he  can  either  make  monev,  or  so  great  personal 
popularity  as  to  have  the  ascendancy  over  his  people  in  despite  ot  his  su- 
periors. He  intends  that  Indians  in  Florida  should  be  peaceable,  but  not 
remove;  that  they  should,  in  the  spring,  call  for  him  and  others,  who 
jointly  with  the  Florida  chiefs  will  make  a  treaty  for  a  countnr  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  thereby  getting  away  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  Creeks,  or  the 
control  of  the  u.  S.  government,  to  assume  a  more  important  position 
among  strangers,  and  possibly  wield  an  influence  over  some  of  the  Prairie 
tribes.  I  hardly  believe  his  object  is  hostile  to  our  government,  certainly 
not  by  overt  acts  of  violence,  but  he  is  ambitious  and  would  wish  to  cut  a 
figure  in  the  world,  would  wish  the  government  to  believe  he  was  control- 
Kng  and  holding  in  check  the  wild  Indians  of  the  Prairie,  and  would,  at  the 
same  time,  convince  the  Indians  that  he  was  onljr  playing  the  part  of  a 
skUlful  diplomatist  in  deceiving  govemnoent  for  their  benefit. 

The  aoove,  in  a  small  compass,  is  his  object,  ol  which  the  Delegatimi 
itself  was  not  fully  aware  until  tokl  by  myself.  He  had,  however,  told 
some  that  government  was  about  to  stop  trading  in  the  nation,  that  they 
were  to  be  placed  under  strict  regulations,  &c.,  which  a  removal  would 
obviate,  and  such  other  stuff  as  to  make  them  think  he  foresaw  that  which 
they  were  too  iterant  to  comprehend.  He  did  not  openly  in  council 
aTOw  his  object,  mdeed,  I  am  well  satisfied  such  an  understanding  woidd 
have  produced  great  dissatisfaction. 

In  allusion  to  all  of  Wild  Cat's  secret  talk,  I  informed  the  Del^;ation  that 
they  were  the  last  Delegates  who  would  be  sent  to  Florida;  that  if  their 
brothers  would  not  listen  to  them,  they  might  be  assured  government  would 
not  send  for  Wild  Cat,  or  anybodv  else ;  that  I  considered  them  a  fair  repre* 
sentation  of  the  nation  west,  and  as  much  faith  and  credit  would  be  given 
them  if  they  acted  faithfully,  as  the  same  number  of  any  who  were  behind; 
that  they  were  sent  to  speak  the  truth  plainljr  to  the  Florida  Indians,  and  if 
after  hearing  it,  they  decided  to  contend  with  the  government,  weQ  aild 
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good ;  the  penalty  would  be  on  their  own  heads,  and  they  would  moel 
assuredly  teel  it,  as  the  State  of  Florida  had  a  right  to  eovern  aU  withia 
her  limits ;  and  the  government  was  bound  to  sustain  lier  right ;  and  if 
they  wished  to  rescue  their  brothers  from  serious  trouble,  they  should  now 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

They  expressed  themselves  satisfied ;  it  was  what  they  understood  from 
me  before  starting,  and  they  would  do  their  duty.  Halleck  Tustenucgee 
is  decidedly  anxious  to  remove  his  people ;  him  I  plaeed  at  the  head  of  the 
Delegation. 

They  have  several  times  desired  I  would  say  how  much  per  day  I 
thought  would  be  allowed ;  to  which,  of  course  I  could  only  reply  that  if 
successfiil  they  should  be  very  liberally  paid,  and  if  not  successful,  it  would 
depend  on  the  fidelity  with  which  they  acted,  which  would  be  reported  bjr 
me,  and  as  I  knew  them  I  would  be  a  fair  judge. 

The  names  of  the  Delegates  are  as  follows : 


HALLECK  TUSTENUGGBE, 
HOLATA  MICCO. 
TUSTENUC  CHOPCO, 
NOKE  SUCKER, 
CHacaTUSTENUECOOCHU, 
A-HALLEC-HARJO, 


MICKA  SUKEES. 


TAR-CO-SB-PIXICO,  ) 

COT-CHU-CHEE,  }  TALLAHASSEES. 

COT-CHAR-FIXICO,  ) 

HOTULKE  HARJO,  HITCHITY. 

ALBUTTACHEE,  A-LACHUA- 

JOEMLEyf'  \    INTERPRETERS. 

In  letter  of  instructions  I  am  requested  to  call  for  such  further  instruc- 
tions as  I  think  necessary,  &c.  I  therefore  request  that  in  answer  to  WiM 
Cat's  letter,  (proposition)  I  may  be  instructed  in  accordance  with  what  I 
have  afaready  assured  the  Indians,  that  that  question  may  be  put  to  rest  for 
the  preomt~although  not  positively  refused — make  it  necessary  to  be  oon- 
sidered  at  all  that  tM  Florida  Indians  shall  first  remove  comply  with  trea* 
ties  slready  made,  before  making  others. 

I  dhcmld,  also,  at  the  earliest  moment,  be  informed  to  what  extent  (if  not 
left  discretionary)  the  Department  will  allow  the  agent  to  go  in  submitting 
propositions  for  removal  to  the  Floiida  Indians.  Will  the  agent  be  autho- 
rized to  assure  them  that  the  annuity  of  the  whole  nation  wm  be  increased 
so  as  to  give  those  removing  an  amount  per  capita,  equal  to  that  received 
by  those  now  west  ?  This  proposition  would  also  be  favorably  considered 
by  the  Delegation,  as  not  reducing  the  amount  i>er  capita,  due  those  weM 
hf  the  increase  of  the  nation.  I  niake  these  inquiries  now,  that  I  may  kno^v 
what  position  I  am  to  take  at  first,  knowing  that  with  Indians  it  is  all  in- 
portant  not  to  be  considered  wavering. 

I  have  this  day  drawn  on  your  office  in  favor  of  Samuel  C.  Bell»  Cashier 
Canal  Bank,  New  Qrieaas,  br  one  tbousaad  doUars  at  ftght,  to  cover  ex- 
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poiflet  Atf^y  incurred,  and  fbr  which  I  had  borrowed  money  on  my  war 
down.  Siffht  drafts  were  the  only  ones  on  which  I  coold  realize  funds 
wttfaout  a  mscount. 

I  faa'Tse  the  lioaor  to  be,  v^ery  respeotAilly, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

.    M.  DUVAL, 
Seminole  Sub-AgetU. 
Hon.  OvLAvho  Baowir, 
Cam.  Indian  Affaire. 
Washmgton  City,  D.  C. 

New  Oblsanb,  Nov.  5,  1845. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  the  following  proposition  made  to 
Die  at  North  Fork  of  Canadian  W.  T.,  by  WiU  Cat,  which  he  desired  that 
I  would  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United  States* 

"  He  proposes  to  remove  from  his  present  location  in  the  Greek  nation, 
to  a  countiy  somewhere  near  the  Rio  Ghrande*  He  states  also  it  is  the 
wish  of  his  people*  (the  Semiat>les  generally)  to  fp  with  him,  as  they  are 
tired  of  Uviog  among  the  Creeks,  That  they  thmk  that  country  will  suit 
them  better,  and  he  wants  the  President  to  favorably  consider  lus  views — 
that  he  believes  he  could  induce  Billy  Bowlegs  and  all  now  in  Fbrida,  to 
go  to  Rio  Grande  willingly,  whereas  they  willalways  object  to  going  near 
the  Creeks/' 

This  is  the  substance  of  his  talk  in  a  few  words.  I  of  course  replied, 
without  assenting  or  dissenting  to  his  views,  but  promised  to  inform  the 
Amident. 

Very  re«>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iL  DUVAL, 

Sem.  Sub-Ageni. 
Bon.  Oklando  Bbowh, 
Ooro»  Ind.  Aflairs, 

Washington  city,  Dt.  C. 

FOKT  BaooKB,  Flomda, 

November  13,  1849. 

ISnt :  I  hsve  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  vnth  the  delegaticm  of  Semi- 
Doles  at  this  place,  on  the  10th  inst  The  delegates  have  been  allowed  to 
go  out  for  two  days  to  kill  deer  and  collect  root  medicines,  before 
startiDg  for  Peas  oreek,  where  tfie  prisoners  are.  It  is  deemed  best 
th»t  they  shoidd  see  them  prisoners)  first,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts 
of  the  difersnt  partieS)  and  to  adopt  some  means  of  sendrnj;  word  to 
them,  informing  them  of  the  arrival  of  the  dele^tes,  and  their  wish  to 
sea  them,  dec.  Thb  k  thought  by  General  Twi|^  and  Captain  Casey 
is  required  by  prudence,  as  they  are  of  opimon,  that  the  delegates 
would  be  in  great  danger  to  go  out  before  communicating  by  some 
messenger. 

The  impression  ^>pears  to  prevail  here  vnth  the  army,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  efiect  a  peaceable  removal;  such,  however,  is  not  my  opin- 
ion,  can  the  delegates  bring  about  a  council.  It  may,  and  probaUy 
wili  take  some  time  for  the  delegates  to  produce  the  jMroper  feeling;  it 

*Thts  be  it  distiBotly  undsntoedt  is  oaly  his  worI 
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vsrgfid  Dy  the  4dfi^te^;  \mt  tbey  should  be  rather  looked  upon  by  the 
Florida  Indians  as  their  disinterested  friends  and  counotlkMrs  on  suob 
propositions  as  have  been  or  may  be  n^^e— place  them  in  the  position 
of  government  ageatfl^  thro)^  whom  to  make  propositions  for  removal, 
and  their  infHienee  is  imjnediately  impaired,  if  not  entirely  destroyed* 
They  xM9t  in  their  omxk  way  be  allowed  to  operate  either  in  council  or 
with  families,  as  seems  most  expedient,  and  as  represeatlig  those  in  ibe 
west,  or  their  efficiency  is  very  problematical.  I  ha^^  coofidence  in  the 
men  whom  1  have  broi^t,  because  the^  have  been  good  oseii  wei^,that  is, 
not  tricky — the  leader  is  a  daring  chief,  and  one  whom  I  have  never  known 
to  vidate  bis  word*  mid  vntil  he  does,  I  shall  {dace  as  much  reliance  on 
him,  as  any  Indian  I  know. 

We  will  start  to  Peas  oseek,  on  Wednesdagp  I4ik  instant^  and  I  majr  he 
there  some  time,  depending  altogether  on  oontili§enciea;att  of  mterest,  bow- 
everi  will  be  promptly  reported. 

Verj  respectfeUy^  year  Most  obedient  sermuftl. 

Hoe.  Qai4ARDp  Baqwh, 
Com.  Ind.  Affairs, 
WashiQgtoo  eity*  D.  C. 

Eomr  BrooH)  TiuiFui  Ba.t» 

PjM>an>A9  Nov.  19,  IMA. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  place  from  Pease 
creek,  where  I  left  the  delegation. 

They  are  to  stait  oiyt  for  the  Indian  settlements  on  the  22d  of  this  month, 
and.prot>hbfy  will  net  be  in  at  Pease  creek  again  until  the  15th  Decemberr 
when  General  Twi^;s  promised  to  meet  Bowlegs  and  citbets. 

From  the  information  gathered  by  the  delegates,  (torn  the  prisoners,  I 
have  no  doubt  there  were  many  more  Indiana  concerned  in  the  murdere 
(directly  and  indirectly)  than  as  reported  to  General  Twiggs.  The  prison- 
ers informed  them  that  there  were  more,  and  that  the  principal,  who  is  yet 
at  Uigei  was  proleoted  by  Sam  Jones,  and  not  as  reported— escaped  ta 
parts  unhnowa;  that  they  nave  been  df  liveved  as  a  saunfioe  to  save  others, 
to  give  the  appearance  of  fair  dealing-r^and  to  retieve  the  people  at  large 
from  the  responsibility  of  the  outrages  committed,  &c^  Indeed  I  am  satis* 
fied  that  the  <|uestion  of  hostility  to  the  whites  has  beea  dtsc^vsed  by  their 
princifial  man,  if  not  in  oouncil,  in  their  general  oonvenation ;  and  if  mot 
eocoin-aged,  at  least  winked  at,  as  being  justified  by,  and  as  a  retaliatioB 
Sot  the  kiws  of  Florida,  prohibiting  Indians  from  crossing  the  line  for  aAy 
jperpose  whatever ;  but  seeing  the  efibot  of  these  premature  acts-*-ea  the 
iaserests  of  aU,  the  cbieis  have  thought  fit  and  best  to.  deliver  up  sosie  of 
the  actors,  es  the  only  means  of  satisfyiog  the  government,  and  to  avert 
the  trouble  which  their  unwise  consultations  have  brought  about. 

The  delegates  themselves  are  now  in  doi|bt  what  will  be  the  result^  yet 
promise  to  do  their  best  to  induce  them  to  come  to  the  appointed  meeting, 
and 'talk  the  matter  over  in  a  friend^  way. 

I  legret  that  «iy  proposition  for  removal  was  made,  before  the  delegalee 
saw  the  Indians ;  it  has  made  the  approach  more  difficult  and  dangerous  to 
them — ^with  fewer  ohanoes  to  a  favorable,  teraiinatioife 
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'  Tlie  polioy  of  so  kurge  an  oflbr  as  has  been  made,  and  tha  time  and  laan- 
ner  of  the  oner  (in  open  council)  may  prove  to  be  best,  yet  I  roust  believe 
(nntil  I  see  the  iKmtrary)  that  so  large  an  ofkt  in  council,  will  produce  the 
impression  that  the  land  is  of  so  much  importance,  that  they  will  hdd  out 
for  laiger  amounts  to  be  tendered,  besides  giving  the  principal  men  a  few 
theusands  extra.  The  amouilt  promised  is  of  little  importance,  and  to  lit- 
tb  c&ot — ^when  done  in  council — ^where  each  man  knowing  the  pro- 
hibitory law  of  the  nation — suspicious  of  the  others,  and  fearing  to 
avow  his  real  wishes,  wodd  commit  himself  (on  the  safe  side  as  re- 
gards his  personal  wel&re  with  his  people)  in  opposition — to  prevent 
the  diarge  of  being  brought,  and  where  the  creoit  demanded  bv  him 
for  his  patriotism  would  t£  in  proportion  to  the  temptation,  ana  oon* 
sequently  oppose  what  would  under  other  circumstances— or  offered  ija 
a  dMbacent  way  he  would  be  gbid  to  accept. 

In  consequence  of  the  tarffe  offiur  made  to  the  Indians,  the  ^qpiecla* 
tions  of  the  delegates  have  been  nused  as  regards  their  own  pay,  and 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  which  the  department  will  readily  perceive,  I 
have  told  them  I  would  recommend  to  the  government  to  pay  each 
delegate  {m  case  they  are  suecessfiil)  douUe  the  amount  offered  to 
each  warrior  in  the  nation;  that  I  was  satisfied  my  recommendattoa 
would  be  adopted  if  the  Indians  removed,  and  that  their  pay  in  that 
case  should  be  as  much  if  accomplished  in  three  or  four  months,  as  if 
it  took  six  or  eight — ^the  sooner  it  was  effected,  the  more  willing  gov- 
emmeBt  woqU  be  to  make  the  allowance. 

I  yet  have  hopes  of  success,  if  the  delegates  are  once  received  by  their 
people. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  Mrvant, 

■^  ^  M.  I>UVAL, 

Semmak  Sub^Agtmt. 

Hon.  OsLAimo  BaoWK, 
Gommiflsionat  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Washmgton  city,  D.  G. 

Tanta  Bat,  FtoaiDA, 

Decmnber  10, 1840. 

Sut:  I  have  been  at  this  place  for  sofne  time  past,  anxiously  waiting 
onlerp  from  your  bureau,  on  Indian  affi^  in  Florida,  and  to  this  time  been 
disappointed.  I  cannot  suppose  that  the  absence  of  orders  is  intended  to 
convey  the  discretion  to  act  independently  in  all  matters,  or  I  should  feel 
flattered,  at  the  same  tune  that  I  would  prefer  having  such  discretion  given 
in  a  more  unequivocal  way,  something  that  I  could  confidently  rely  on,  and 
feel  that  I  was  not  assummg  authority  where  none  was  giyen,  and  qwiaff 
to  previous  instructions  I  was  led  to  anticipate  orders  spon  after  my  arrival 
mo  andit  properly  became  to  wait  a  reasonable  time  for  such  instructions. 

There  is  another  difliculty  to  my  actinff  without  orders  from  your  bureau 
— the  instructions  given  jointly  by  the  lion.  Secretaries  of  the  Interior  and 
War  Departments  to  Gen.  Twiggs  and  former  sub-agent  for  Florida  In- 
diass.  Those  instructions,  I  am  aware,  did  not  supersede  those  sent  to 
roe  in  refisrence  to  the  delegation;  but  under  those  instructions  (General 
Twiggs  considered  himself  authorised  to  control  the  delegation,  and  to 
aaoertain  the  ftct  the  Indians  asked  me  if  I  had  only  brouaht  them  on  here 
to  leave  them.    I  of  course  told  then  that  snob  vas  not  the  case,  and  also 
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then  told  Gen.  Twiggs  (to  whom  I  had  previously  shown  my  instrnotioDs) 
that  in  relation  to  what  it  was  desired  b^  hitoi  to  effect  through  the  delega* 
tion  1  expected  to  be  informed,  that  I  might  have  the  ddegates  to  conform 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  what  was  desired, — and  so  things  have  progressed 
since. 

I  was  aware  of  the  feelinj^  of  several  of  the  delegates  in  reference  to 
being  employed  under  the  military ;  I  had  occasion  to  learn  tlrair  opinions 
in  persuading  them  to  come,  and  they  positively  refused  to  leave  home  if 
thejr  were  to  become  ideptified  with  the  military  in  their  operations  towards 
their  Florida  brothers,  and  their  candor  in  speaking  plainly  their  minds^ 
was  one  of  the  best  evidences  of  their  sincerity  of  intention  to  do  what 
was  proper  if  placed  only  under  the  restricting  mfluence  of  the  counsels  of 
their  agent. 

As  Gen.  Twigfl;s  had  already  appointed  a  day  for  meeting  the  Indians,  I 
thought  best  (without  raising  any  question  with  him  at  all  as  to  the  ccmtrol 
of  the  delegates)  to  instruct  them  to  use  their  exertions,  as  best  they  might 
with  safety  to  themselves,  either  by  messages  or  visiting  certain  Indians 
friendly  disposed,  to  effect  the  meeting  desired  by  Gen.  Twiggs  and  assist 
in  carrying  out  the  course  already  commenced  by  him,  and  at  the  oouncil 
we  could  judge  what  was  best  next  to  be  done,  in  case  the  Indians  refused 
the  general's  offers  or  showed  a  disposition  to  procrastinate*  Up  to  this 
time  I  have  made  no  move  (for  the  reasons  given)  but  was  intended  to 
carry  out  Gen.  Twiggs'  views,  who  had  already  made  known  to  ^'  Bowlegs" 
and  others  what  he  wished,  and  the  delegates  were  so  requested  to  act  as 
to  assist  at  the  same  time  not  to  destroy  their  efficiency  in  case  another 
mode  of  ptoceeding  should  necessarily  be  adopted.  They  were  instructed 
what  kind  of  talks  to  give  such  straggling  IndiMis  as  they  saw,  using  their 
own  judgment  as  to  the  manner  of  conveying  said  talks  to  their  people. 

It  IS  understood  that  the  Indians  will  assemble,  in  what  number  we  have 
no  data  by  which  to  judge,  yet  my  impression  is  that  there  will  be  but  few. 
I  have  not  lately  seen  the  delegates,  and  therefore  have  not  the  benefit  of 
their  information ;  but  from  what  I  have  from  the  military,  that  the  Indians 
who  came  in  said,  "  they  would  meet,  but  before  they  came  in  they  were  to 
hold  a  council  and  appoint  persons  to  speak."  I  look  for  but  little,  if  any 
result  from  the  coming  council.  The  fact  of  their  appointing  speakers  for 
the  council,  shows  an  organization  for  some  purpose,  and  to  my  mind  it  is 
procrastination.  Savage  Indians  rarely  (and  never  in  my  knowledge)  ap> 
point  men  with  full  powers  to  act,  they  are  too  su^icious  for  that — ^they 
fear  treachery ;  but  by  appcnnting  repi-esentatives  they  combine  the  whole 
nation,  and  bind  them  by  the  talk  which  emanate  from  the  head  men  alone. 
I  therefore  look  with  little  expectation  to  a  final  answer  at  the  council. 

Being  thus  convinced  beforehand  of  the  result,  I  make  my  caloulationa 
for  another  course  of  proceeding,  which,  in  the  absence  of  instructions,  i 
think  proper  to  inform  you  of,  as  bein^  intended,  should  nothing  intervene 
to  change  my  views.  If,  as  I  anticipate,  the  council  adjourns  without 
coming  to  any  definite  conclusions,  I  purpose  operating  entirely  by  private 
talks  with  individuals,  to  do  which,  should  it  be  deemed  safe  by  the  dde- 
gates,  [  will  take  them  to  some  point  convenient  to  the  Indian  settlements 
(say  Charlotte  harbor  or  interior  away  from  anv  fort),  and  there  locate, 
invite  the  .Indians  to  a  friendly  intercourse  with  their  western  brothers, 
until  such  time  as  we  desire  to  ffo  west,  let  the  delegates  mix  with  them, 
and  gire  all  to  understand  bow  £eir  respective  connections  are  doing  in 
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the  wert :  and  wUle  this  wsoing  on,  tee  moh  leaders  as  have  influence  aad 
privately  make  them  the  oners  which  Gen.  Twigp  publicly  made,  endeavor 
to  pave  the  vray  gradoallv  (or  a  council  to  take  into  consideration  the  best 
means  to  be  adopted  by  Che  nation  to  get  dear  of  the  difficalties  which  sur- 
roaod  them.  In  short  take  iq>  the  stumps,  roots,  and  grubs  before  either 
pkioghinff  or  sowing  seed  broadcast. 

Should  the  delemtes  think  it  not  altogether  safe  in  the  Indian  ooontry,  I 
may  call  on  Gren.  T  wig^  to  furnish  me  a  gnard  at  Charlotte  harbor  (enough 
for  protection  though  not  enough  to  intimidate  the  Indians  from  coming  in) 
and  also  invite  a  merchant  to  take  some  goods  down  to  trade  with  them 
for  skins,  &c.,  which  would  induce  many  to  come  in,  when  the  delegates 
could  see  them. 

The  amounts  which  have  already  been  offered  I  shall  necessarily  be 
boond  to  guaranty,  and  probably  some  larger  amounts  to  certain  mdi- 
vidoals. 

I  have  acted  so  far  so  as  not  to  conflk^t  with  any  one  here  in  Indian 
affairs,  and  I  shall  so  continue  to  do,  but  having  proposed  the  use  of  dele- 
gates (although  it  was  at  a  time  when  all  was  quiet),  I  feel  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest  in  their  mission  beins  successful,  at  the  same  time  that  I  cannot 
ieel  responsible  for  a  failure  should  the  conducting  of  that  delegation  be  in 
opposition  to  my  views,  or  violation  of  the  promises  made  to  them. 

I  fiael  it  m^  duty  to  express  myself  plainly  in  all  matters  connected  with 
my  duties,  giving  mv  opinions  freely  for  what  they  are  worth,  although 
tfa!ey  may  differ  widely  from  the  convictions  of  others,  those  perhaps  who 
occupy  exalted  stations ;  but  in  so  doing  in  my  plain  tankage,  I  wish  not 
to  be  understood  as  sayiuff,  intentionally,  anything  to  their  prejudice,  or  to 
do  injury  to  their  feelings  lor  a  difference  of  opinion. 
I  havcL  the  honor,  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 
Vour  most  obedient  servant, 

M,  DUVAI^ 
SeoL  Sub^AgenL 
Hon.  QLAimo  BaowN, 
Com.  Indian  Affairs. 
Washington,!).  C: 

P.  S. — I  shall  necessarily  be  obliged  to  draw  on  jomx  bureau  in  a  dav  or 
two  for  (9500)  five  hundred  dollars.  I  have  occasionally  to  get  somethinff 
for  the  Indians,  and  also  to  pay  the  interpreters  as  they  require  smau 
amounts — besides  my  own  expenses,  and  my  own  funds  have  sometime 
since  been  expended  for  public  purposes. 

Very  respecfuUy,  dtc. 

M.  DUVAL. 


(Copy.) 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida, 
Dec.  10,  1849. 
Sia :  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  request  Mr.  Brjcht,  of  Arkansas,  and 
General  Blake,  of  Alabama,  to  call  and  see  you.    These  gentlemen  have 
been  here  ever  since  my  arrival,  having  accompanied  me  from  New  Orleans, 
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tad  poitMy  oma  ghre  yoa  more  ififbrmatioQ  verbally  tfum  oadd  be  < 
Teyed  by  letter. 

They  are  gentlemen  of  inteUisence»  and  both  been  connected  with  la- 
iians  for  serend  yeani — with  such  a  knowledge  of  their  charaoCer  as  to  be 
of  great  aeryice  should  the  emigration  take  plaioe ;  and  atlhoitgh  I  camiot 
recommend  them  on  political  grounds,  yoQ  probabfy  oaiii  be  more  liberal, 
as  they  are  whiffs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfoHy, 

Your  most  obedfent  servant, 

M*  DVVAlu 
H<m.  Orlando  Brown, 
Csffi.  Indimi  Affairs. 
Washington  Ci^,  D.  d 


D^rARTBIENT  Of  THE   Im^EMlOR, 

Ofpice  Indian  Appairs, 

Ifecember  91,  1849» 
Sir  :  Your  letters  of  10th  inst.  have  been  received,  and  I  have  to  express 
the  approbation  of  the  Department  with  respect  to  the  course  you  have 
pursued  in  cooperating  with  the  military,  and  secondmg  the  views  and 
measures  of  Gen.  Twiggs,  in  regard  to^  the  pdicy  to  be  pursued  toi^ards 
the  Florida  Indians,  in  order  to  bring^about  their  enriffration. 

It  is  the  understanding  of  both  Departments— War  and  Interior — ^that 
tfie  whole  business  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  in  question,  is  now  com- 
mitted to  the  former ;  and  it  is  therefore  for  it  to  pescribe  the  course  and 
measures  to  be  adopted  to  effect  that  object.  Any  cooperation  by  this 
Department,  or  by  persons  acting  under  authority  from  it,  shouki  and  must 
consequently  be  in  due  conformity  to  tlie  plans  of  operation  prescribed  bv 
the  War  Department  or  by  its  authority,  x  ou  will  tnerefore  please  consult 
Gen.  Twiggs  and  be  ffovemed  by  his  views  and  directions  with  respect  to 
the  movements  and  em>rts  of  yourself  and  the  dele^tion  of  Western  Sem- 
inoles.  There  must  be  harmony  of  action  or  mischief  will  He  the  result. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
M.  Dm^ALi  Esq., 
Sub  Indian  Agent ^ 
Tampa  Bay,  Flwida. 

P.  S.— Your  draft  for  $500  will  be  duly  honored. 

O.  B. 


Dbpartmrnt  op  tur  Interior, 

Washington,  Dec,  10,  1849. 
Sir  :  You  are  requested  to  report  to  the  Department,  at  your  eariiest 
convenience,  the  amount  of  funds  already  appropriated,  which  can  be  ap- 
plied to  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians  from  Florida. 

It  is  desirable,  also,  that  a  few  medals  be  transmitted  to  the  officers  in 
Florida,  at  an  eajrhr  day,  for  distribution  among  the  chiefs  of  that  tribe.  U 
you  have  any  medals  in  your  possession,  you  are  requested  to  communicate 
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wOk  te  SecgelMrj  of  War,  wto  intl  tik^  mmmvm  to  iiave  tli«U  ftit- 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  flervant, 

T.  SWING,  a^crttary. 
To  Ike  Cammissioiier  of 
laima  Affiurs. 


DEPAETMEirr  OF  THE   InTEEIOS. 

Office  Ivdiav  ArrAiRS,  Iht.  11, 18M. 

Sib.  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  yesterdiky^s  date,  to  report  the 
^^  amount  of  funds  already  appropriated,  which  can  be  applied  to  the  removal 
of  die  Seminole  Indians  from  Florida,^  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowxBg  statement. 

There  now  stiinfe  en  the  beolcs  of  MsolEce,  to  the  credit  of  the  undermen> 
tioned  apprqutiatiefis,  the  sum  of  )^5,84d  99,  Vis.  :— 


For  remcynd  of  sudi  Semmoles  hs  aiay  sarrendcir  ' 
for  em%ratioii  p^  act  of  18lii  Fekruary,  1841. 

Hemevid  and  subsbtem^e  df  hd^saa  pei  tets  ef 
28di  May,  IflSa,  d&d  9th  MmA,  im. 


$  6844  8T 

50,682  9St 

f[  i-^  - 

$65,346  99 


Against  these  balances,  jou  are  aware  claims  haye  been  allowed  by  the 
ihceoxmting  oftoers,  suffici^tit  in  amount  t6  absbrb  the  entire  sum.  lliese 
claims  are  now  before  you  for  de6i8ion,  on  the  question  of  their  ptiymetrt,  and 
if  decided  adversely  upon,  then  the  fuiids  alluded  to,  are,  I  presume,  free  to 
be  used  for  defraying  t»e  expenses  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  in  question. 
In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  balances  to  tho  credit  of  the  foUxmin^ 
i^ropriatiims,  viz. : — 


Expenses  of  removal  of  Winnebagoes,  act  20th 
July,  1840 

Expenses  of  removal  iaid  subsistence  of  Pottawa> 
tomies,  act  March  8,  2889.         ... 

Enenses  of  removing  and  subsisting  Op^  In- 
dians, act  Mar(^  8, 1889 


$48,526  98 
'   88,588  60 
T,88l  61 


mahmg  $89,89T  09 

which  not  behlg  now  needed  for  the  purposes  fnr  which  thdy  were  orijioally 
appropriated,  may  be  transferred  and  rendered  available  for  tiie  object  Stailea, 
if  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Pmideiii  or  the  Department  to  make  said  transfer. 

On  the  80th  Jtme  1847^  Acre  was  carried  to  the  Surplus  Fund  of  the  ap> 
propriation  for  ^^  fulfilling  treaties  with  I^rida  InmaaSi"  the  Sum  tf 
$162,249  94. 

As  the  object  for  which  this  apen^riation  was  originally  made,  has  not 
been  fulfilled,  viz : — ^the  remoi^  and  subsistence  of  the  Seminoles,  and  if  it 
is  in  die  power  of  the  Exeotftive  to  reclaim  this  fund,  widiout  the  action  of 
Congress,  it  shottld,  I  think  be  done. 

The  adoption  of  the  latter  suggestion,  if  it  can  be  legally  done,  would  be 
praferable  to  &e  proposed  taranrfer  measi^  and  ibid  amount  woidd  be  sufi^ 
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dent  far  the  raoMnt  wwto  of  ihe  govenuneBt,  besides  bto^  moro  kgitanste 
and  less  liable  to  occasion  confusion  in  making  the  requisite  entries  on  the 
books. 

As  it  regurds  the  medals  directed  by  you  to  be  forwarded  to  the  officers  in 
Florida,  for  diBtribaticm  among  the  chiefs,  I  have  to  remark  tliat  this  offioe  is 
not  now  in  possession  of  any  of  the  new  ones,  but  that  the  director  of  the  mint 
will  forthwith  be  requested  to  complete  and  forward  some  wiUiout  deUy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
Hon*  Thomas  Ewino, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior* 


Dbpartmeitt  of  tbx  Iktk&xob, 
Office  of  IjrniAW  Affai&s,  Dec.  17, 1849. 
Sni : — In  conformity  with  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  there  will  be  remitted  to  you  from  Ihe 
treasury,  llie  sum  of  $10,000,  applicable  to  expenditure  for  purposes  c<hi- 
nected  with  the  remaral  <^  the  Sesubole  Indians  from  Honda. 

You  will  be  charged,  and  held  accountable  for,  the  satd  sum,  under  the 
head  of  appropriation  for, 

<<  Fulfilling  treaties  with  Florida  Indians,        -        -        $10,000. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof,  tfiere  will  like- 
wise be  sent  to  you  some  medals  for  distribution  among  the  chiefs. 
Very  respectfully,  &c. 

ORLANDO  BROWN- 
Capt.  John  C.  Caset^  U.  S.  A. 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


Dbfabtmbnt  of  tub  ht  BRiom, 
Office  of  Ikoiak  Affaibs,  Dec,  28,  1849. 
Sib  :  Agreeably  to  a  request  from  the  Hon.  SecreUry  of  War»  there  will 
be  refnitted  to  you  from  the  treasury^  the  sum  of  $100,000,  to  be  expended 
in  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  Seminoles  now  in  Florida,  and  in 
accordance  with  such  instructions  as  you  may  receive  from  the  War  De* 
partment. 

You  will  be  charged  with  said  sum  under  the  head  of  fulfilling  treaties 
with  Florida  Indians. 

Very  respectfully,  dec, 

ORLANDO  BROWN, 
Capt  John  C.  Casbt,  U.  8.  A. 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


Senate  Cbambee,  Dec.  21,  1849. 
Sib  :  You  will  oblige  me  by  informing^ me  in  what  manner  it  is  proposed 
to  i»rovide  for  the  transportation  of  the  Florida  Indians  to  the  west,  in  case 
they  agree  to  remove.     Will  it  be  by  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder,  or  how 
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olherwiie.    My  ot^t  in  the  Mqairy  is,  for  informmtioii  to  several  ooDsti- 
toents  who  desire  to  know,  and  who  wish  to  propose  for  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vonr  obedient  servant* 

D.  L.  YULEE. 
Hon.  Mr.  Baowir, 

Com.  Indian  Affiun* 


Washington,  Dec.  28,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  addressed  vou  a  letter  some  days  past,  enquiring  relative  to  the 
course  you  would  adopt  in  providing  for  the  transportation  of  the  Indians, 
should  they  consent  to  remove.    No  answer  having  reached  me,  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  that  letter,  and  request  a  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  YULEE. 
Hon.  OsLANDo  Brown, 
Com.  Indian  Affairs. 

Note.— The  two  foregoing  lettem  were  referred  to  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  and  answered 
inn  tbftt  D^rtaeat  on  the  30th  December,  1849. 


(Copy.) 

Tampa  Bay,  Floeida, 

January  7th,  1860. 

S»:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  return  to  this  place,  Cho-ko- 

nik-lah  on  day  before  vesterday.    I  left  the  Deleffateb  in  the  neighborhood 

of  that  port;  where  they  will  remain  till  the  20th  of  this  month,  at  which 

time  they  expect  to  see  some  of  the  Indians  belooging  to  the  Bowlegs 

The  Delegates  think  there  is  a  better  feeling  towards  them  now,  than  on 
tbeir  arrivaly  and  count  confidently  on  inducing  at  least  a  portion  of  the 
Indians  to  emigrate. 

They  have  assurances  from  the  Chief  (Cot-chan-fizico-chopco,  a  Talla- 
bissee,  and  Cuppit-chu-cheOi  sub-chief  of  Sam  Jones,  a  Micka-sukee)  that 
they  will  go^  and  they  believe  many  of  their  band  will  accompany  them, 
although  tney  have,  as  yet,  no  assurances  from  the  bands  to  such  efect 

They  have  been  informed  also,  that  Sam  Jones  had  expressed  a  wiUingr- 
ness  to  meet  Halleck  Tustenuggee,  and  was  on  Uie  eve  of  sending  sucn 
message  to  him,  but  was  prevented  by  the  remarks  of  some  of  his  men, 
when  he  so  expressed  himself;  consequently,  for  the  timer  it  was  put  off; 

Iet  HaUecky  (although  not  saying  so^  I  believe,  anticipates  a  meeting  with 
im  at  some  subsequent  time,  and  will  endeavor  to  bnng  it  about  when  be 
sees  the  Indians  expected  on  the  20th. 

One  of  the  Delegates,  Cho-tus-tenn-ccoockee,  is  now  ansonff  the  Micka- 
mkees,  having  gone  directly  to  their  town ;  he  had  awaited  tne  action  ot 
the  Indians  towards  the  Delegate  Albuttachee,  who  was  out  amon^  them 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  once  reported  to  be  detained  as  a  prisoner ; 
who,  however,  being  allowed  to  return,  he  determined  to  go  down  and  en- 
deavOT  to  see  his  relations  also.  From  him  Halleck  expects  to  learn  fur- 
ther of  the  feeling  of  the  principal  men  towards  the  Delegation ;  and  him- 
lelf  in  particular,  being  looked  upon  as  the  leading  man  of  the  party. 
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Albuttachee  has  abo  goM  among  the  Inditma  again,  bat  to  a  diftrant 
part  of  the  nation  (the  Tallahassee  towm) 

The  meeting  of  the  aoth  vAt,  having  been  agreed  upon  before  I  saw  the 

Delegates  on  m^  late  visit,  it  was  deemed  test  that  thev  should  remain 

^     where  they  are  till  after  that  time ;  when,  if  practicable,  (as  I  now  think^ 

they  or  a  portion  of  them  will  m  to  Charlottea  harbor,  where  General 

Twiegs  has  lately  sent  a  commancU 

I  have  directed  one  of  the  interpreters  to  go  down  in  the  next  boat  that 
he  may  commtmicate  between  Major  Holmes  and  the  Indians,  should  any 
come  about  his  location. 

The  cotin^il  of  the  15th  of  December  last  was,  as  I  had  anticipated,  a 
failure ;  no  Indians  coming  in,  or  even  messages  dent.  The  only  Indian 
there,  near  the  time,  was  Cot-char-fhtico-chopco,  who  came  on  the  19th  to 
comply  with  an  appointment  made  with  Tar-cose-fixico  (the  Tallahassee 
chief  west).  Some  three  or  four  days  after  the  Delegate  Albuttachee 
(brother  of  As-sin-war)  returned  with  the  informatioti  ^mdt  Oup-pit-^hee- 
chee  (brother  of  Holata-micco,  the  delegate)  and  As-sin-war  Were  coming." 
An  express  was  sent  to  Captain  Casey,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Manatee, 
and  he  returned  and  saw  them.  I  was  then  at  this  place,  having  left  Cho- 
ko-niklah  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  Delegate  returned,  and  con- 
sequently did  not  see  them ;  however,  I  have  given  you  the  conclusion  of 
Cup-pit-chee-chee  and  Col-char-fixico-chopco,  as  derived  from  the  delegates. 

To  this  time  I  have  not  received  a  line  from  your  Bureau  since  my  de- 
parture for  the  Seminde  Sub-Agency  west. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DUVAL, 
Hon.  Orlando  Baoww,  Seminole  JSHhAffefU. 

Com.  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


I>£^ARTM£iinr  6lF  nra  IivixRioa, 

Office  of  IndItaiv  ArrAtitfl, 

Jannaty  26t6,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receijpt  of  yoni^  letter  of  the  7th  inst., 
and  am  gratified  to  learn  that  there  is  a  favorable  prospect  of  the  emigra- 
tion of  at  least  a  portion  of  the  Florida  Seminioles. 

My  letter  of  the  31st  December  h«t,  wJB  have  apprised  you  of  the  views 
of  this  office  in  relation  to  the  position  and  duties  of  yourself  aind  ihe  Dele- 
gation in  your  charge,  in  connection  v^ith  the  military. 
Very  respectfoHy,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
M.  DuVAL,  Esd.,    . 
Sub-Indian  Agent^ 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 

III    I  • 

DiPARTMEtlt  or  TBA  iNTCRIoa, 

Office  Ii^niAir  A'Ffatrib, 
IWruatyl^y  1850. 
Sir  :  There  has  been  forwarded  to  you  this  day,  to  the  ctte  of  the 
United  States  Quartermaster  at  Savannah,  a  box,  containing: 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IBS  [49] 

Thiee  Urge,  twelre  medaUion,  and  ivo  small  medals. 

In  arrivkig  at  this  aasortmeot  I  have  been  somewhat  guided  by  the  ad- 
yioe  of  the  Bon.  Secretary  of  War.  The  medals  are  of  considerable  in- 
trinaic  value,  containing  only  sufficient  alloy  to  harden  the  silver. 

The  policy  of  this  office  has  been  to  endeavor  to  enhance  the  vdue  at 
such  testimonials  in  the  estimate  o(  the  Indians  by  avoiding  a  too  indis- 
erimiaate  distributioD,  making  them  the  rewards  of  high  ment  or  vidoable 
services  rendered  the  government ;  the  distribution  is,  however,  of  coiurse, 
left  to  your  better  knowledge  and  discretion.  I  would  merely  add  that  the 
intentkm  was  to  confer  the  largest  size  on  head  chiefs,  the  second  siae  on 
secondary  chi^,  and  the  smallest  si2se  on  warriors  and  braves. 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
Captain  J.  C.  Cabkt, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

DsPAETBfSNT   OF  THE    InTERIOB, 

Office  of  Indian  Affaibs,  February  8,  18^. 
Sin:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  vou  by  M.  Markland,  Esq.,  of  this 
cSce^  who  wOl  place  in  your  hands  ^100,000  in  gold,  sent  specially  by  him, 
in  lieu  of  the  drafts  on  New  Orleans,  for  which  gold  could  not  be  realized 
in  that  city.  Mr.  Markland  will  take  your  receipt  in  duplicate  for  the 
amount. 

&c.. 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
C^  J.  C.  Caset, 

Pilatka,  Florida. 


Department  of  the  Intbriob, 

Office  of  Indian  Affaibs, 

February  9,  1850. 
Sir  :  A  special  agent  from  this  office  will,  in  all  probability,  leave   the 
city  of  New  York  to-day,  on  the  Southern  steamer,  with  flOO^OOO  in  goW, 
with  instructions  to  make  his  way,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  to  l^ilatka, 
and  turn  the  same  over  to  you  or  your  order. 

Major  Markland  (the  special  agent,)  left  this  city  for  New  York  last  even- 
ing ;  and  as  the  Assistant  Treasurer,  at  that  point,  had  been  telegraphed  to 
have  the  gokl  ready  for  shipment^  and  as  the  packet  leaves  that  citj,  to-day, 
for  Charleston  and  Savannah,  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  very  little  delay 
win  ensue. 

&c., 

ORLANDO  BROWN. 
Capt  John  C.  Caset,  U,  8.  Army. 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


Tampa  6ay,  Florida, 
February  18,  1850. 
Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  place  from  Fort  Ar- 
bockle, near  the  Kissimmee.  . .      ^  .» 
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I  returned  in  company  with  the  Indians  as  far  as  Fort  Meade,  at  which 
post  they  were  left  to  awmt  the  arrival  of  some  thirty  (80)  others,  who  were 
to  meet  Captain  Britton,  7th  Infantry,  with  the  delegates,  on  last  evening. 

On  the  return  ot  the  delegates  to  Foit  Meade,  the  whole  party  will  move 
on  to  Chokonikia,  and  thence  by  easy  marches  to  Fort  Hamer,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Maritee,  from  VFhich  place,  I  presume,  they  will  embark. 

There  were,  when  I  left  Fort  Meade,  sixty-^three  (68)  Indians  in  all,  ex- 
clusive of  delegates. 

The  delerates  have  applied  to  me  to  have  them  also  paid  when  the  party 
embark  at  Maritee.  The  emigrating  Indians  will  receive  their  pay,  and 
the  delegates  do  not  wish  to  be  without  money  where  all  those  around 
them  have  plenty,    i  told  them,  if  possible,  I  would  get  it. 

If  the  emigrants  are  to  be  paid  before  embarking,  the  delegates  know 
there  is  no  good  reason  they  should  not ;  if  money  can  be  had  for  one, 
it  can  for  the  other.  The  money  forwarded  is  to  effect  emigation,  and 
to  pay  off  demands  growing  out  of  promises  made  to  induce  it;  and  the 
promises  to  the  delegates  were  of  the  same  nature  as  others,  and  should 
be  as  promptly  complied  veith,  as  it  will  be  through  them  emigration  will 
have  been  accomplished.  And  I  therefore  earnestly  re(|uest  that  money 
may  be  forwarded  to  me,  or  drafts  on  New  Orleans,  which  can  be  used 
here,  or  that  General  Twiggs  may  be  directed  by  his  Department  to  place 
in  my  hands,  for  the  delegates,  such  an  amount  as  may  be  necessary  for 
them,  out  of  funds  furnished  him  to  pay  emigrating  Indians. 

I  spoke  to  General  Twiggs  about  it,  last  evening,  on  my  arrival,  and  he 
requested  I  should  write  for  funds,  or  communicate  with  the  Department  on 
the  subject. 

The  amount  offered  to  each  warrior,  to  emigrate,  is  $500,  and^  at  least 
double  that  amount  is  expected  by  each  delegate,  which  I  before  informed 
the  Department.  I  should  recommend,  and  I  shall  further  recommend  to 
Halleck  Tustenuggee  and  Tareosefixico,  each  9500  above  that  amount ; 
they  being  chiefs  of  prominent  bands,  and  for  active  services. 

ThjB  number  of  delegates  is  eleven  (11,)  and  two  interpreters  (natives,) 
who  should  be  allowed  also  a  considerablv  larger  amount  than  special  in- 
terpreters under  ordinary  circumstances,  being  looked  upon  by  the  Indians 
also  in  the  light  of  delegates ;  and  I  recommend  for  them  $5  per  day  each, 
exdusrve  of  their  expenses  and  outfit. 

An  early  answer  is  particularly  requested,  as  the  delegates  are  anxious 
for  the  emigration  to  commence,  and  they  wish  to  return  with  the  first 
large  party. 

ft  is  all-important  that  the  delegates  should  have  perfect  confidence  in  the 
promises  of  the  government,  as  the  least  falling  off  on  their  part  would  defeat 
the  emigration,  even  if  all  were  ready  to  go  on  board  the  boat ;  and  I  have 
been  obRged  to  give  my  personal  assurances  to  them,  and  insure  the  fulfilment 
of  all  promises  I  make  in  behalf  of  the  government,  else  they  would  doubt 
what  1  said ;  and,  as  many  were  deceived  in  former  emigration,  they  are 
distrustful  of  the  government,  unless  assured  by  those  whom  they  know 
well.  The  Department  at  once  will  see  my  position,  both  now  and  in  fu- 
ture, should  my  word  be  disavowed  by  government ;  and  rather  than  they 
should  char^  me  with  deception,  I  would  explain  the  whole  business  to 
them,  and  nsk  the  displeasure  of  the  government,  even  to  removal.  I 
make  this  remark,  i)ecause  they  are  not  altogether  satisfied  at  tiroes  at  re- 
ceiving orders  from  those  who  give  them,  and  would  refuse  to  comply,  did 
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they  not  nippose  I  had  KMnetbing  to  with  them  in  advising  what  10  pro- 
pcxled.  In  tact,  my  own  position  has  been  such,  since  my  arrival  here,  to- 
wards the  government,  the  Indians,  and  those  into  whose  hands  the  conduct- 
ing of  the  emigration  has  been  confided,  that  I  am  heartily  sick  of  it, 
and  would  be  much  [leased  to  receive  orders  to  take  the  delegates  back 
with  the  first  party.  So  long  as  the  delegates  remain,  I  know  they  expect 
I  will;  and  thereU>re  I  do  not  ask  to  go  before  they  can  be  dispensed  with. 
In  q)eaking  of  my  position,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  speaking 
of  my  personal  position,  as  that  is  pleasant  enough  with  those  whom  I  have 
met,  but  my  official  position ;  and  but  for  tM  reason  that  I  believe  I 
could  be  of  material  service  to  government  in  managing  the  delegates,  and 
on  account  of  my  promises  to  them,  I  should  have  reported  myself  at 
Waahington  City  within  one  month  ailer  my  arrival  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  yoor  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  DUVAL. 
Seminole  Suh-Agent. 
Hon.  Oblamdo  Brown, 

Com.  Indian  Affatre^  4^.,  4^. 


(Copy.) 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida, 

February  24, 1850. 
Sui:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Major  Markland,  the  special  agent, 
arrived  here  yesterday,  having  made  ^at  dispatch.  He  has  deliver^  to 
me  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  being  funas  for  fulfilling  treaties  with 
Indians,  and  I  have  given  him  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  dated  yesterday. 
These  funds  have  arrived  just  in  time  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  first 
partv  of  Indians  consisthig  of  75  to  80  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes. 

Major  Markland  will  return  to  Washington  hj  first  (opportunity,  probably 
leaving  here  on  27th  inst. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  C.  CASE^, 

Copt.,  and  Special  Agent  far 
removing  Seminoks. 
HoB.OftLAifoo  Browh, 
Com.  Indian  Affairs, 

(Copy.) 

Tampa  Bat,  Florida. 

March  8,  1850. 
Sm:  Herewith  please  to  receive  a  summary  statement  of  funds  for  Janu- 
ary and  February  1850. 

The  Treasury  Drafts  No.  798  to  705  int.  warrant  for  $20,000  each  ;  and 
No.  796  to  799  for  910,000  each,  received  by  me  on  January  26th,  having 
been  returned  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  U.  S.,  mailed  same  day,  I  have  not 
charged  myself  with  the  amount,  viz. :  9100,000. 

The  amount  received  from  the  pay  Department  through  Paymaster  Geo. 
H.  Ringgold  on  February  20th,  (•35,997  50)  will  be  returned  to  the  De^ 
partment  from  the  fund  now  in  my  possession. 
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I  trust  the  Department  will  amrove  of  mj  delivering  $1M0  to  M. 
mi  in  charge  of  the  Del^ation  on  his  receipts  (Pebniaiy, 


Duval,  sub-agent 
28,  1860.) 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C,  CASEY,  Captain  dec. 
Colonel  ORLAin>o  Brown, 

Cam,  Indian  Affairs  Depi.  Int. 


(Copy.) 


Summary  Statement  of  Moneys  receitied  and  dMursed  an  aceommt^  ful- 
filling  treaties  wit  A  Indians  from  January  1st  to  February  28/A,  1850, 
by  Captain  John  C.  Ctisey,  mpecial  Agent  for  removing  Florida  Indians. 


Date. 


OH  WHAT  ACOOUVT. 

To  amount  migrmtioa  money  paid  to  emigrating  Indians,  as  per  re- 

ceipt  roll  No.  1 

Do.  Do.  Do.  Do.  No.2 

Do.  Do.  Do.  Do.  No.  3 

To  amoont  paid  emigiatiag  Indiana  for  stock,  &c,  as  per  receipt  loU 
No.  1 

To  amount  paid  for  contineent  expenses 

To  amount  deliyeied  to  9L  Pttval,  sub^ifent  Seminolas  west)  in 
charge  of  deleeation.. . « 

To  balance  due  the  United  States 

Byamt  Treasury  Draft  No.  748  Wanant  No.  704  oo  asastani  Tna- 
sumr.  N,  QrlMns. 

By  casn  from  Paymaster  Geo.  H.  Ringgold  U.  S.  A.,  being  funds  of 
Pay  Department  U.  S.  A.,  to  be  refunded  from  funds  for  fulfflling 
tuaaties  with  Indians. 

By  cash  from  M.  Mayklapwt,  Speca)  Agent  Indian  Depot 


Feb.  28th 


;  Jany.  7th 
.Feb.  220th 

«•   93d 


10,000  00 

3,300  00 

1,700  00 

953  00 

430  90 

1,200  00 
128,414  00 


145,097  SO 


10,000  00 


30,007  50 
100,000  00 


$145,907  50 


I  certify  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just,  and  that  the  balance 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
dollars,  is  in  my  hands  in  gold  and  silver. 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 

Captain,  U.  S.  A. 
Tampa  Bay,  Flobida, 
March  6,  1850. 


Tampa  Bay,  Flomiba, 

Marcky  1850. 
Sim:  Herewith  please  receive  my  accounts  for  the  first  quarter,  1850. 
The  amount  of  money  on  hand  is  amply  sufficient  for  present  wants,  and 
I  therefore  shall  not  require  the  money,  or  drafts  called  for  in  my  letter  to 
the  Adjutant  General  of  February  %,  1859. 
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The  moDcrr  reoei^ed  by  me  on  Treasury  Draft  No.  748,  was  brought 
from  New  Orleans  by  Maior  W.  J.  H.  Brooks,  A.  D.  C.  to  General 
Twiggs.  He  receiptea  to  the  Assistant  Treasurer,  New  Orleans,  for  it, 
but  as  I  had  receipted  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  U.  S.  he  (M aj.  B.)  is  not  ac- 
countable for  it  (•10,000.) 

I  now  have  on  hand,  just  received,  a  considerable  amount  <^  Indian 
ffoods  ordered  for  presents  to  the  women  and  children  coming  in.  The 
bill  not  yet  received  will  be  about  $3,000,  and  will  be  paid  in  second 
quarter. 

I  beg  that  mv  accounts  may  be  examined  and  audited  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable, as  my  health  is  very  delicate. 

Most  respectAilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY,  Capt.  U.  S.  A. 

Special  Agent  Fla.  Indians. 
Cdooel  Oblakdo  Beown, 
CUmi.  Indian  Afairg. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

(Copy.) 

Jikmarandum  cf  Indian  Ooods,  and  t/ieir  cost,  on  hand  at  Tampa  Bay 
^Florida,  April,  186a 


] 


Tiz: 

,000  Mackinaw  Blankets  a  $3  30 

46  pieces  flaoe  Prints ) 

14     do     do  and  Orange  Prints >    Calico. 

,90     do      do  do         do )    2,992  yds.,  a  12  cts.. 

9O0  ^oss  Binding,  2000  lueces,  a  10  cts. « • 

85  DoK.  spook  of  Thread,  a  5  cts 

10  M.  Needles,  400  papers,  a  Sets 

1  tarn  bine  dnilings,  644  yds.  a  13  cts 


$      cts. 
3,300  00 


359  00 

200  00 

53  12 

32  00 

S3  72 

14027  H 


JOHN  C.  CASEY, 

Specif  Ag^nt  ^emino^s  Jploridq^ 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 
Ajml  21,  16M. 

Tampa  Bat,  Floiida, 
April  21,  IS50. 

Six:  YoawiH^ hare  heard,  before  receiving  this  letter,  that  the  Indians 
remaiaing  in  Fkmda  have  positively  refused  to  emigrate. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  large  amount  of  monev  on  account  of  fulfilling 
treaties  with  Imdians,  which  I  fear  will  not  be  nee^. 

I  have  abo  a  quantity  of  Indian  goods,  which  were  ordered  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  removal  of  these  Indians  for  issue  to  parties  as  they  came  m.  I 
enclose  a  memorandum  of  the  articles  and  their  co3i  as  delivered  here ;  thioy 
are  in  the  original  packages,  bales,  &c. 

I  request  your  instructions  as  to  the  disposal  of  them.  I  hope  they  will 
answer  the  wants  of  the  Department  at  some  of  the  western  agencies,  as 
they  are  suitable  for  Indians  and  could  not  be  sold  here  to  advantage  nor 
in  N«w  Orleans.  f  oniolr> 
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Please  send  me  early  ins^otioos  in  relation  to  the  funds  and  the  goods. 
Very  respeotfullr  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CASEY, 
Ctfimin  and  Special  Agent,  Seminoles. 
Col.  Orj«ando  Brown, 
Com.  Indwn  Affairs, 
Depart.  Int 

Dbpartmciit  or  the  iMTBRIOa, 

Washington,  May  18, 1840. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs,  of  the  ISth  inst.,  with  the  pNBipers  which  accom- 
panied it,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  80th 
ultimo,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken  during  the  last  year  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  in  Florida,  dec.  I 
also  enclose  a  report  to  me  from  the  Commissioaer  of  the  Greneral  Land 
Office,  of  the  16th  instant,  embracing  an  estimate  of  **  the  extent  in  square 
miles  of  the  area  now  occupied  by  the  Indians  in  Florida,"  and  of  the  area 
reserved  from  sale  as  neutral  ground." 

The  accompaning  papers,  marked  from  A.  to  I.  inclusive  have  been 
copied  from  the  records  and  files  of  this  Department,  and  are  not  inchided 
in  those  transmitted  with  the  report  from  the  Indian  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.EWING, 
Secretary. 
The  President  of  the  United  States* 


General  Land  Office^ 

May  16,  1860. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  copy  of  the  Resolution  of 
the  Senate,  bearing  date  the  80th  ultimo,  referred  by  you  to  this  office  on 
the  12th  instant,  for  an  estimate  of  the  extent  in  square  miles  of  the  area 
now  occupied  by  the  Indians  in  florida,  and  of  the  neiitral  ground  reserved 
from  sale,  and  to  submit  the  following  estimate  made  from  the  best  sources 
of  information  in  this  office,  to  wit : 

SqutMlfflM.       Aon& 

Estimated  surface  of  the  reserve  occupied  )    ^  ^^     ,  ^qo  -^^^ 
by  the  Indians,        .        .        .        .  \    «»'3^00=4,288,0OO 

Ditto  neutral  ground,  or  strip  of  20  miles  broad,  5,400=8,456,000 

Total  12,100«=.7,744,000 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Commissioner, 
To  the  Hon.  Thomas  Ewino, 
Secretary  of  the  Secretary. 
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Seminole  or  Florida  Indians.    A.  to  I.  inclusive  from  Department  of  the 

Interior. 

Tampa,  Florida, 
Auguit  U,  1849. 
SiE :  Herewith  enclosed  we  hand  you  the  affidavits  of  William  M'Cul- 
lodgb,  Nancy  his  wife,  and  Louis  Lanier,  citizens  of  this  county.    Be 
pleased  to  consider  and  file  the  same  with  our  letter  to  you  of  the  25tk 
July  last. 

With  due  respect,  we  are 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

KENNEDY  &  DARLING. 
Hon.  T.  Ewmo. 
Secretary  Department  of  the  Interior. 
Washington  City,  D.  C. 

(Duplicate.) 


State  op  Florida,  )  /T     S^ 

County  of  Hillsborough.   \  v   •     •; 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  Judge  of  Probate,  in  and  for  the  county 
and  state  aforesaid,  William  M*Cullouffh,  who  having  been  dulv  sworn  ac- 
cording to  law,  says  that  he  was  hired  by  Messrs.  Kennedy  ana  Darling  on 
the  3d  day  of  July,  1849,  and  arrived  at  their  Indian  store  on  Peas  creek  on 
that  day  and  remained  there  until  it  was  burned  by  the  Indians  on  the  17th 
or  18th  July,  1849.  On  the  17th  July  about  noon  Echo  Emathlo  Chapko 
and  three  squaws  came  to  the  store,  bringing  a  large  quantity  of  water 
melons  of  which  Captain  Payne  purchased  some  9  or  12,  at  the  same  time 
telling  the  Indians  that  he  could  have  purchased  them  all  but  he  did  not 
think  the  melons  would  sell  in  New  York  to  advantage.  The  Indians  also 
brought  venison,  sweet  potatoes,  skins  and  beeswax,  all  of  which  was  pur- 
chased by  Captain  Payne.  Echo  Emathla  Chopka  stated  that  he  would 
return  a  pony  he  had  recently  purchased  as  not  beinc  such  as  he  had  or- 
dered. These  Indians  went  away  about  3  or  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  (^  the  same 
day.  During  the  time  they  remained  at  the  store  they  behaved  well,  in 
fact  appeared  more  friendly  than  usual. 

About  half  an  hour  before  sunset  same  da^^  four  other  Indians  came  to 
the  store,  all  men,  without  any  thin^  but  their  arms.  These  men  came  to 
the  store  with  a  quick  step,  earring  their  rifles  on  shoulder^  muzzle  foremost, 
locks  covered,  and  appeared  more  bold  and  animated  than  usual.  Other* 
wise  I  did  not  observe  anything  uncommon  in  their  appearance  or  conduct, 
ezeept  that  they  brought  no  trade  with  them,  which  was  unusual.  They 
told  Captain  Payne  they  had  a  large  pack  of  skins  on  the  east  side  of  Peas 
creek,  and  wanted  his  boat  to  get  it  across.  Payne  told  them  that  afler 
fui^r  he  would  assist  them  in  getting  the  pack  over.  The  Indians  then 
dMired  permission  of  Captain  Payne  to  stop  in  the  store  and  were  refused, 
Captain  Pavne  stating  to  them  that  Indians  were  never  allowed  to  sleep  in 
the  store;  the  Indians  then  went  out  of  the  store,  and  Captain  Payne  closed 
the  store  doors  and  windows;  and  he  and  Demsey  Whichidon  went  out  af 
the  end  of  the  store  and  sat  talking  with  them  until  supper-time — it  was 
ftpw  early  twilight.    We  all  sat  down  to  supper— the  Indians  were  sittin^^ 
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at  the  end  of  the  store  next  the  e^tiog-room  qaietljr  stnddng  their  pipes. 
We  had  scarcely  (pot  seated  at  the  supper-table  when  they  fired  in  at  the 
door  from  the  outside,  one  Indian  standing  on  either  side  of  the  door  and 
two  in  front,  one  behind  the  other.  By  this  shot  Captain  Payne  and 
Dempsey  Whiddim  were  killed  dead,  and  I  received  a  bullet  in  my  left  shoul- 
der. I  was  shocked  for  an  instant,  but  saw  Payne  spring  up  and  fall  back  on 
the  floor.  Whiddon  fell  forward,  bis  face  and  hands  resting  on  his  plate*. 
1  spraoff  to  the  door  and  shouted,  when  the  Indians  gave  back  reloading 
their  rifles.  My  wife  was  closing  the  shutters  of  the  windows,  but  I  told 
her  our  only  chance  was  to  leave  the  building.  My  wife  then  took  her 
child  and  started  for  the  bridge,  which  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  store.  IVeviously,  however,  to  my  wife's  starting,  I  had  taken  down  a 
loaded  rifle  that  hung  on  the  wall,  and  had  examiniS  Captain  Payne  and 
Dempsey  Whiddon  and  found  that  they  were  both  dead ;  I  then  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  buildinff.  I  followed  my  wife  with  the  rifle.  I  had  not 
gone  more  than  80  yards  m>m  the  store  when  the  Indians  fired  on  me  again 
one  shot  and  missed ;  at  about  20  yards  further  on  they  firki  another  shot 
at  me  and  missed ;  at  about  halt  from  the  store  to  the  bridge  my  wife 
and  child  fell  down,  and  I  had  just  got  them  up  and  started  again  when  the 
Indians  fired  on  us  again,  a  ball  passing  through  the  flesh  of  my  right  thigh, 
the  same  ball  passing  through  the  leg  of  my  wife  near  the  inee ;  but  no 
bones  were  broken.  We  then  passed  on  across  the  bridge,  when  we  left 
the  road  and  hid.  About  two  minutes  after  we  had  concealed  ourselves,, 
three  Indians  passed  up  the  road  running,  and  in  earnest  conversation  ap- 
parently searching  for  us.  In  a  few  minutes  two  of  them  returned  and 
passed  us  in  the  direction  of  the  store,  and  the  other  I  have  never  since 
seen,  but  I  suppose  he  intended  to  have  cut  us  off  on  the  road.  As  soon 
as  it  was  dark  we  took  the  woods,  and  on  the  following  Friday,  about  noon, 
without  food  and  almost  naked,  we  reached  the  settlements  on  the  Big 
Alafia,  a  distance  of  twenty  or  thhrtv  miles,  havinjz  lost  my  way  and  wan- 
dered a  good  deal  in  the  woods.  In  the  gray  of  Wednesday  morning  I 
saw  a  bright  light  in  the  direction  I  suppos^  the  store  to  be.  I  think  the 
store  was  burned  at  that  time.  About  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Wednesday 
morning  I  heard  the  report  of  several  guns.  Also  while  I  lay  concealed 
near  the  bridge,  and  after  the  two  Indians  had  gone  back,  I  heard  the 
report  of  one  gun.  We  lost  everything  we  hac|,  and  among  other  things 
some  papers  worth  a  hundred  dollars,  and  my  other  property,  such  as  wear- 
ing apparel,  bedding,  furniture,  and  farming  utensils,  building^  and  crbjp,  both 
at  the  Indian  store,  and  at  my  place  on  tne  Alafia,  which  i  was  also  com- 

Selled  to  abandon  in  consequence  of  my  wounds,  is  worth  three  hundred 
oUars.  Only  the  assets  at  the  Indian  store  has  been  destroyed  which  are 
valued  at  two  hundred  dollars.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  Indians  have  not 
yet  disturbed  my  place  on  the  Alafia,  but  I  am  unable  to  look  after  it 

I  think  the  buildings  of  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Darling  at  the  Indian 
station  were  worth  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  I  cannot  say  how  much  the 
goods  were  worth  that  were  in  the  store  when  it  was  burned. 

There  were  shelves  on  two  sides  of  the  store«room  which  was  about  9S 
feet  square,  and  on  the  shelves,  which  were  pretty  well  filled,  (there  wem 
five  tiers  of  shelves)  were  rifles,  brass  kettles,  beads,  blankets,  tin-ware,  do- 
mestic goods  of  every  description,  powder,  lead,  flints,  tobacco^  knives,  rra 
broadcloth,  spurs,  bridles,  and  bits,  a  saddle,  looking-fflasses,  files,  ft  fidl 
tool-chest  of  tods,  Indian  shawls  and  handkerchiefs^  hoes  SLud  hatchet^ 
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grindstoDei^  combs,  binding,  a  large  <iaantity  of  salt  and  whisky,  corn  and 
provisions,  and  a  anantity  of  deer-skins  in  hair,  also  bear-skins  and  moc- 
canns,  kitohMi  and  mess  furniture,  a  burse  canoe,  dec. 

The  siore  was  comolete ;  upper  ana  lower  floors  of  pit-saw  lumber, 
cfaimner  and  floor  to  tne  kitchen.  I  have  also  nineteen  hogs,  TaJued  at 
twodoflars  and  a  half  per  head,  that  are  at  large  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Ahfia. 

B0rsoDatt|r  amared  abo  Nancy,  wife  of  deponent  ^Uiam  M'Cullough^ 
end  she  having  been  duly  sworn  aocordinff  to  jaw,  says  the  foregoing  stal«. 
meat  is  correct  and  true;  idso  that  ooe  of  the  four  Indians  was  called  To- 
holochee,  a  Miccasuky  Indian,  whom  she  had  often  seen  on  the  Alafla 
liver,  at  her  father's  house.  She  says  she  thought  this  Indian  looked  mad. 
She  was  weD  known  to  uKMt  of  the  Indians  tnat  traded  to  Tampa  for- 
merly;  knew  a  good  many  Indians  bv  sight,  but  cannot  call  them  by  their 
names.     These  Indians  wpeared  to  look  about  a  good  deal. 

WILLIAM  M<X)LLOUGH, 

NANCY  M  MCOLLOUOH. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me»  at  Tampa,  Florida,  this  Ilth  day 
«f  August,  A.  D.  1849. 
(ScttL)    Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal 

SIMON  PURBIAN, 
Judge  of  Probates  of  HiUshorough  County, 

Sute  of  Florida. 


[Duplicate.^ 
SraTB  OF  Flouda, 

HlLLiaOBOUOB  COUITTT,  St.* 

PeiaonaUy  appeared  before  me,  Judge  of  Probate,  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn  into  office,  Louis  Lanier,  planter, 
ofthecounty  of  Hillsborough,  and  State  Florida,  who  having  been  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  says  that  he  visited  the  Indian  store  of  Messrs. 
Keimedy  Sl  Darting,  on  Pease  creek,  on  the  39th  day  of  June,  1849.  He 
further  says  that  he  b  acquainted  with  the  business  of  building  in  Floridai 
and  that  in  his  opinion  the  buildinjp  at  the  station  recently  erected  were 
worth  at  Isast  seven  hundred  dollars,  lii  re^|ard  to  the  value  of  the  Indian 
goods,  on  hand  at  the  Indian  store  at  that  tmie,  I  cannot  form  an  ofHuion 
aatisfiictory  to  myself  as  I  am  unacquainted  wiUi  the  busmess. 

LEWIS  LANIER. 
Sworn  loand  subscribed  before  me,  at  Tampat  Fkxidai  this  Uth  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1849. 

^eal.)    Wilnewmy  bandaad.oflioialawil,  ^^^^^  «^m*.« 

SIMON  PORMAN, 
—        JludgpofJPfrM^ftfffilbboroughCtmniu, 

State  of  Iloma* 
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(B.) 

Depaetmeht  op  thb  Iktxriox, 

Auguit  16,  1849« 
Hon.  J.  D.  Wb8C!ott, 
Washinffiamj  D.  C. 
Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communication,  addressed  to  youi. 
from  Tampa,  Florida,  having  reference  to  the  murders  and  depredations 
committed  by  the  Seminole  Indians  at  Pease  creek,  on  the  17th  ultisuK 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  to  inform  you  of  the  refereBca  of  said 
communication  lo  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Very,  &c., 

T.  EWING, 
Secretary. 


(C.) 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

September  20,  1849. 
Gentlemen  :  In  addition  to  our  instructions  of  the  17th  instant,  and  af- 
ter due  consideration  of  the  importance  of  the  jpeaceable  remoTal  of  the 
Indians  from  the  State  of  Florida,  especially  as  they  have  recently  evinced 
a  friendly  temper  in  respect  to  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrages  which  were 
committed  in  July  last,  you  are  directed,  if  in  your  judgment  deemed  ne- 
cessary, to  increase  the  pecuniary  inducements  to  a  reasonable  amoont^ 
which  will  effect  the  pui7>08e  contemplated  by  the  government — the  vol- 
untary removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  West.  Confiding  this  negotiation  to 
your  judgments,  after  a  full  view  of  all  the  embarrassments  with  which  it 
may  be  surrounded,  we  will  cherish  the  hope  that  your  efforts  will  not  bt 
Mnsuccessful. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  &c., 

T.  EWING, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
:  GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Samuil  Spences," 
Indian  Sub-Agent, 
Tampa  Bay.  Florida. 
Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  D.  E.  Twioos. 


Dbpartment  of  the  Interior, 

September  24, 1S49. 
Sir  :  As  the  office  of  Indian  sub-agent  for  the  Seminotes  in  Florida,  cre- 
sted in  April  last,  and  to  which  Mr.  Samuel  Spencer  of  Jacksonville,  FkMr- 
ida,  was  appointed,  has  been  discontinued,  and  the  man^ment  of  Indian 
Affairs,  in  that  State,  restored  to  the  War  Department,  i  have  the  honor 
to  request  that  I  may  be  advised  of  the  address  of  the  officer  who  may  b^ 
detailed  for  that  service,  in  order  that  I  may  know  to  whom  to  instruct  Mr.Ji 
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Spencer  to  Iutd  over  the  papers,  funds,  &lc.,  which  may  now  be  in  his  pos- 
aession. 

With  much  respect  &c.. 

T.  EWING, 
Secretary, 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War. 


(E.) 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

December  11,  1840. 
Sib  :  In  view  of  the  removal  of  the  Seminoles,  or  Florida  Indians,  under 
die  treaty  of  Paye's  landing,  concluded  in  the  year  1632,  there  was  appro* 
priated,  by  act  approved  July  7,  1838,  the  sum  of  •280,610, 

fiefore  the  object  for  which  Congress  made  the  appropriation  had  been 
eilected,  91 52,249  94  were  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  account,  viz. :  in 
the  year  1847.  Measures,  having  for  their  object  the  peaceable  removal 
of  those  Indians,  have  recently  been  adopted  by  the  concurrent  and  joint 
action  of  this  Department  and  the  Secretarv  of  War,  The  public  service 
requires  that  funds  should  be  immediately  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
per officers,  who  have  been  directed  to  carry  into  effect  the  instructions  of 
the  government  I  have  to  request,  therefore,  that  the  necessary  steps  may 
be  Uken  to  replace  the  said  sum  of  $152,249  94  to  the  credit  of  the  appro- 
priation from  which  it  was  withdrawn,  so  that  it  may  be  applied  for  the 
object  for  which  it  was  appropriated. 

Very,  &c. 

T.  EWING. 
Hon.  W.  M.  Meredith, 
Secretary  of  the  Trectsury. 


(F.) 


I 


DkPAKTMENT  of  the   iNTCaiOR, 

December  14,  1840. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  this  date  from  the  Comp- 
troller <^  the  Treasury,  informing  the  Department  that  the  sum  of 
$152^9  94,  which  had  been  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  has  been  restored, 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations  loade  Id 
carrv  out  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Payne's  landing,  in  Florida,  waade 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1832,  for  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians. 

Very,  dtc. 

T.  EWING, 
Secret€ary. 
Commisnaner  of  Indiam  Affair $. 
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(G.) 

DSPAKTMINT  OP  THI  INTERIOR, 

December  27,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communicatioa  of  the  24th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  such  of  the  Indians  in  Florida  as  xoaj 
furrender  for  emigration. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  will  be  directed  to  adopt  the  requisite 
measures  to  place  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  disposal 
of  Capt  Casey,  Tamba  bay,  as  you  request. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion  that  specific*  instructions  respecting 
the  application  and  disbursement  of  that  money  emanate  from  this  Depart- 
ment, I  b^  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  September,  and  to 
state  that,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the  arrangement,  from  that 
date  the  management  of  the  Indians  in  Florida  was  restored  to  the  War 
Department,  and  that  as  a  consequence,  all  instructions  pertaining  to  the 
subject  of  their  emigration  would  very  pn^rly  be  given  by  yoo,  or  by 
your  direction. 

Very,  6lo. 

T.  EWING, 
Secreiary. 
Hon.  Gio.  W.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  War. 


(H.) 


Departmsnt  op  the  Interior, 

February  27,  1850. 

Sir:  By  the  1st  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  9th  dav  of  May, 
1832,  the  Seminole  Indians  relinquished  to  the  United  State,  all  claim  to 
the  lands  they  then  occupied  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  and  agreed  to  em- 
igrate to  the  country  assigned  to  the  Creeks,  west  of  the  Mississippi  river ; 
it  being  understood  that  an  additional  extent  of  territory,  proportionate  to 
their  numbers  would  be  added  to  the  Creek  country. 

By  the  7th  article  the  Indians  agreed  to  remove  within  three  yean  after 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty — the  united  States  to  defray  the  expense  of 
their  removal,  and  to  furnish  them  with  subsistence  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  months. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1885^  these  Indians  manifested  an  intentioia 
of  violating  their  pledges,  which  soon  broke  out  into  open  hostilities  to  the 
United  States.  Daring  their  continuance  the  larger  portion  of  the  tribe 
were  captured  or  surrendered  and  transported  to  the  location  diotled  to 
tnem. 

In  the  year  1842  Gen.  Worth,  then  commanding  the  troops  employed  to 
subdue  and  remove  this  tribe,  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the  por- 
tion then  remaining,  by  which  they  were  permitted  to  occupy,  temporcuily, 
a  district  of  countrv  designated  for  the  purpose,  in  the  southern  portion  of 
Florida,  on  the  Guff  side,  and  abstaining  from  hostilities  or  acte  of  annoy- 
ance against  our  citizens.  The  further  to  provide  against  collisions  between 
them  and  the  whites,  a  strip  of  land,  twenty  miles  wide,  was  laid  oflT  said 
reserved,  upon  which  it  was  the  intention  that  neither  should  settle.   These 
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arrangements  were  made  through  the  military  officers  in  command  in  that 
region  who  continued  in  chaise  of  the  Indians  until  the  early  part  of  last 
year,  when  application  was  made  to  relieve  them  from  that  duty,  which 
was  done,  and  an  agent  of  this  Department  appointed  to  take  chai^  of 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  their  peaceable  removal.  But  before  he 
entered  upon  the  effective  discharge  of  his  duties,  a  marauding  party  of  the 
band  attacked  and  murdered  some  of  our  citizens,  and  burnt  and  destroyed 
their  property.  It  was  therefore  deemed  necessary  at  once  to  protect  the 
adjacent  settlements  by  a  military  force,  and  the  sub-agent  thereby  be- 
coming unnecessary,  his  services  were  dispensed  with,  and  these  Indians 
agsun  placed  under  the  sole  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

During  the  short  period  of  the  transfer  of  these  Indians,  to  the  charge  of 
this  Department,  orders  were  given  to  the  proper  officers  to  send  to  them  a 
delegation  of  the  western  Seminoles,  who  had  manifested  much  and  com- 
mendable interest  on  the  subject  of  their  removal,  and  offered  the  services 
of  a  suitable  number  of  their  most  intelligent  men  for  the  purpose,  to  satisfy 
them  of  the  superiority  of  their  position  west,  and  the  advantages  of  em- 
igration. 

The  object  was  accomplished,  a  delegation  appointed,  the  members  of 
which  are  now  operating  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  military 
under  favorable  prospects  of  inducing  their  brethren  to  join  them  in  the 
west 

To  carry  out  the  measures  in  progress,  an  appropriation  is  essential,  as 
is  indicated  in  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  communication  to  me  from  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  means  now  at  the  disposal  of  this  Department  for  the  purpose  are 
entirely  inadequate,  not  amounting  to  $50,000.  It  is  difficult  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  the  Indians  in  Florida,  but  their  numbers  have  been  variously 
estimated  from  850  to  1100. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  government  to  embrace  the  present  favorable  dis- 
position of  those  people  to  accept  the  offers  of  the  Department  to  remove 
them,  and  I  regard  it  as  very  important  to  ensure  peace  to  our  frontiers 
UiSLt  an  immediate  apjn'opriation  of  the  sum  named  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  be  made.  It  is  feared  difficulties  may  arise  that  will  defeat  the  con- 
summation of  the  present  arrangements,  unless  ample  means  are  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  officers  in  charge.  I  also  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  econ- 
omy to  effect  their  removal,  even  should  it  require  a  much  larger  amount, 
by  peaceable  means.  The  occurrences  of  the  past  are  fresh  in  our  recol- 
lection, and  remind  us  of  the  vast  amount  of  treasure  and  blood  lost  in  the 
attempt  to  coerce  the  removal  of  that  tribe. 

Though  the  sum  asked  for  may  seem  to  be  large,  yet  we  cannot  confi- 
dendy  hope  toefiect  the  object  with  less,  and  its  immecuate  application  may 
probably  save  many  millions  in  suppressing  Indian  disturoances  besides 
opening  a  considerable  extent  of  fertile  country  to  our  citizens. 

Very,  &c., 

T.  EWING,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Batlt, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeanSy 
House  of  Representatives. 
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DKPARfMEKt   OF   THB   INTERIOR, 

February  27th,  1850. 
Sir:  For  the  information  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as 
showing  the  neoessity  for  early  action  on  the  subject  by  Congress,  I  here« 
with  send  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  on  yesterday  at  the  War  De- 
partment from  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs,  of  the  tJ.  S.  A.,  dated  at 
Tampa  Bay»  the  12th  insU,  respecting  the  removal  of  the  Florida  Indians* 

Very,  &c.» 

T.  EWING,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Ba^ly, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
House  of  Representatives. 


Palatka,  August  21st,  1849.   . 

Dear  General  :  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  late  Indian  outbreak  will 
terminate  by  negotiation  instead  of  war.  The  Indian  Agent  is  desirous  I 
should  accompany  him  to  the  nation,  in  case  a  deputation  should  be  or- 
dered among  the  Indians,  treating  for  removal.  Will  you  address  the 
proper  Department  and  solicit  my  appointment,  in  such  an  event  ?  I  con- 
trol the  best  interpreter  in  Florida,  and  he  will  only  go  with  me.  I  will 
penetrate  the  nation  with  him  (the  Interpreter)  provided  my  services  are 
required. 

1  am  looking  with  pleasurable  anxiety  for  the  time  to  arrive  when  you 
will  be  allowed  to  tal»  the  place  which  the  majority  of  the  people  deter- 
mined you  should  have  since  last  fall.  Mr.  Moseley  and  his  advisers  have 
advanced  and  sustained  an  anomaly  in  political  jurisprudence  and  legisla- 
tion which  I  think  Florida  will  put  down  hereafter.  If  Mr.  Cabell  is  in  the 
place,  request  him  to  write  also.  I  would  have  written  him,  but  know  not 
his  whereabouts. 

A  company  of  troops  from  Augusta,  U.  S.  arrived  here  to-day,  and  1 
think  contemplate  remaining  here,  until  further  orders,  so  report  says. 
Our  littie  village  is  filled  up  with  refugees  from  the  interior,  and  up  the 
river, 

.  The  true  ;»o/H:y  of  Florida  is  to  remove  the  Indians,  peaceably  if  we  can, 
forcibly  if  we  must.  I  can  take  my  interpreter,  and  in  six  months  get  the 
nation  to  agree  to  emigrate,  I  think.  I  have  lived  among  them  all  my  life* 
Your  friends  are  waiting  anxiously  for  your  accession.  I  do  not  recognize 
Mr.  Moseley  as  our  Governor. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  very  truly. 

B.  HOPKINS. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Brown, 
Governor  Florida, 
Tallahassee. 

N.  B.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  May  11th,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  Department 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  ultimo. 
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By  tbe  resolatioa  the  President  b  requested  ".to  fiiniisli  to  the  Swat* 
co^Mes  of  all  correspoodeiice  or  other  documents  on  file  in  any  of  the  £xr 
ecutive  Departments,  and  not  heretofore  communicated,  respecting  tbe 
hostilities  and  outrages  committed  during  the  past  year,  by  the  Seminok 
Indians  in  Florida,  and  respecting  the  suppression  of  the  same,  and  theem- 
ployment  of  volunteers  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  exposed 
frontier/' 

And  also  "to  inform  the  Senate  what  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  said  Indians  to  their  appropriate  location  west  of  the  Missis-, 
sippi  river,  whether  any,  and  what  n<M;otiations  have  been  had  with  them, 
and  with  what  result;  and  to  fumisn  to  the  Senate  all  correspondenoe 
which  may  be  on  file  in  any  of  the  Departments  relative  to  sucn  negoti- 
ations/' 

And  further  "  to  inform  the  Senate  what  is  the  extent  in  square  miles  of 
the  area  now  occupied  by  the  Indians  in  Florida ;  how  much  more  is  le- 
aerved  from  sale  as  neutral  ground  ;  under  what  treaty  the  Indians  now 
remain  in  Florida,  and  whether  the  treaty  of  Payne's  landing  has  been 
executed." 

Tbe  copies  herewith  transmitted  comprise  all  the  correspondence  in  iim 
Department  called  for  bv  the  resolution  and  not  heretofore  communicated. 
In  connection  with  the  last  annual  report  firom  this  Department  they  will 
also  furnish  the  information  required  by  the  second  clause  of  the  resda- 
tion. 

In  reply  to  the  remaining  enqufries  I  have  to  state  that  the  Indians  now 
in  Florida,  remain  there  not  in  pursuance  of  any  treaty,  but  by  virtue  of  a 
temporary  arrangement  made  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1842,  by  the  oflicer  commanding  the  military 
forces  in  Florida.  All  the  particulars  of  that  arrangement  have  heretofore 
been  communicated  to  Congress  by  reports  printed  in  Executive  Docu- 
ments No.  262,  2nd  Session  27th  Cfongress,  and  No.  82,  Ist  Session  28th 
Congress.  By  the  treaty  of  Payne's  hnding  the  Seminole  Indians  stipu- 
lated to  remove  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  within  three  ^ears  of  tbat 
date.  May  9,  1832.  A  portion  of  the  tribe  still  remain  in  Flonda,  and  oon- 
seooently  the  treaty  has  been  but  partially  executed. 

The  extent,  in  souare  miles,  of  the  area  occupied  by  them,  and  that  of 
the  neutral  ground,  can  be  best  estimated  by  the  Department  having 
charge  of  the  public  lands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,. 
GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD. 

Secretary  of  War. 
To  the  PaxsioENT  of  the  UNiTsn  States. 


New  Oeleans,  La., 

April  22,  185a 
Sim :  I  arrived  at  this  place  to-day.  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
tcreeablv  to  the  instructions  which  I  received  from  your  ofiice,  under  date 
of  March  11th  1650, 1  took  charge  of  a  party  of  ninety-six  Seminole  Indi- 
ans at  the  New  Orleans  barracks,  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  them  to  the  Seminole  pounds,  in  the  Indii^ 
Territory,  west  of  Arkansas.  I  left  this  place  with  them  on  the  sao^ 
day,  on  board  of  the  steamboat  "  Cotton  Plant,*'  and  reached  Fort  Smith 
on  the  dlst  following.     I  regret  to  state  that  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
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oanthm  I  had  taken  of  haThig  a  sentinel  stationed  on  the  outside  of  the 
gate  of  the  Barracks,  dminff  ^  shipment  of  the  Indians,  two  of  them  soc- 
oeeded  in  escwing  the  vigilanoe  of  the  sentinel,  to  seek  liquor,  and  were 
acoidentally  left  tohind ;  this,  too,  after  I  had  been  informed  by  the  chief 
that  aJl  were  on  board.  At  my  reauest,  they  were  sent  on  after  us  on  the 
steamboat  "  Pennywit."  One  of  them,  a  member  of  the  delegation  under 
Hall^ck  Tustenugsee,  had  reached  Fort  Smith,  and  left  that  ^ace  for  the 
Seminole  nation,  before  I  left  it  on  my  return  hither ;  but  having  been 
again  accidentally  left  by  the  "  Pennjrwft,"  on  her  trip  up  the  rirer,  he  was 
separated  from  his  companion,  and  was  accordingly  unable,  on  his  arriTal 
at  Fort  Smith,  to  give  any  account  of  him.  I  am  therefore  unable  to  say 
at  present  whether  he  has  reached  his  nation  or  not. 

Upon  reaching  Fort  Smith,  the  Indians,  i)rompted,  I  think,  by  Halleok 
Tustenuggee^  though  I  could  not  ascertain  his  motives,  expressed  their  de- 
termination to  travel  from  that  poiitf  to  their  grounds,  by  land,  instead  of 
going  by  water  by  way  of  Fort  Gibson,  and  accordingly  went  on  shore, 
while  the  boat  was  dischai^ng  her  freight  No  representations  of  General 
Arbuckle  normyself,  respecting  the  additional  distance,  the  bad  condition  of 
the  roads,  the  scarcity  at  transportation,  and  the  increased  inconvenience 
and  expense  to  themselves,  could  divert  them  from  this  determination.  I 
did  not  deem  it  consistent  with  the  wishes  and  objects  of  the  government 
toward  these  Indians  at  the  present  juncture,  to  employ  force  to  bring  them 
into  my  views ;  and  as  nothing  short  of  this  expedient  would  change,  I 
thoi^t  it  best  to  yield  to  their  caprice. 

As  I  found  a  scarcity  of  land  transportation  at  Fort  Smith,  and  deeimng 
it  prc^r  that  I  should  obey  the  terms  of  my  orders  "  to  accompany  the  In- 
dians  to  their  place  of  destination,"  I  sent  Lieutenant  Wrisht  ot  the  5th 
Infaptry,  by  water,  up  to  Fort  Oi^on,  in  cnarge  of  their  heavy  bagsase, 
with  instructions  to  exhilnt  a  copy  of  your  communication  to  me  of  the 
4th  ultimo,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post,  to  call  on  him  for 
such  transportation  as  he  should  deem  necessary  to  conduct  this  baggage  to 
the  grounds  of  the  Seminole  Indians.  Although  I  had  been  informed  at 
Port  Sniith,  by  Captain "  Montgomery,  the  senior  Quarter-Master  of  the 
5th  Military  Department,  that  there  were  ten  or  twelve  wagons  at  Fort 
Gibson,  which  were  more  than  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  I  have  to  report 
i^n  the  verbal  statement  of  Lieutenant  Wright,  to  me,  that  he  found  much 
difficulty  in  obtaining,  of  the  commanding  officer,  a  sufficient  number  of 
wi^ns  for  the  transportation  of  this  baggage;  and  that  although  his  re- 
quisition was  for  eight,  he  was  only  supplied  with  six  wagons,  two  of 
which  were  ox-teams,  and  were  hired  tor  the  occasion.  I  enclose  a 
copy  of  a  communication,  bearing  on  this  matter,  from  the  quarter-master 
at  Fort  Gibson,  to  the  quarter-master  at  Fort  Smith. 

I  left  Fort  Smith  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  after  the  departure  from  that 
place  of  the  last  party  of  the  Indians.  I  found  it  impossible  to  make  them 
travel  in  a  body,  or  to  expedite  in  any  way  their  very  slow  movements 
along  the  road,  and  did  not  reach  the  point  at  which  they  desired  their 
bftgg^  to  be  deposited — a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles — 
ttntfl  the  10th  instant.  This  point  was  the  trading-house  of  Mr.  Cuin- 
iuings,  about  twenty  miles  distant  from  the  Seminole  agency.  When  I 
oommenced  my  return  on  the  18th,  many  of  thlsm  had  already  reached  that 
point,  and  the  mass  of  them  were  within  the  limits  of  the  grounds  occupied 
by  their  people. 
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I  took  ionr  with  oie  from  Fort  Smith,  boo^t  meat  along  the  road,  and 
aa  far  as  practicable,  in  their  scattered  condition,  supplied  them  with  ra- 
tions to  their  place  of  destination. 

I  found  that  neither  the  agent  of  the  Seminoles,  nor  the  acting  superin- 
tendent of  the  adjoining  raencies,  had  received  any  instructions  from 
Washington,  or  even  <»Dcid  information,  as  I  understood,  oonoemii^  the 
emigration  or  subsistence  of  these  Indians ;  and  under  these  circumstances^ 
the  Tatter  did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  any 
provision  for  feeding  them.  Under  the  authority  therefore  given  me  in 
vour  communication  of  the  llthidtimo,  I  entered  into  an  a^pneement  with 
Mr.  Charles  Johnson,  of  Fort  Smith,  for  supplying  them  with  rations  for 
two  months.  I  enclose  a  copv  of  the  contract.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
price  for  the  ration  is  just  double  Uie  estimate  made  in  your  communication. 
I  found  the  cojDtract  of  the  commissary  for  fresh  beef  at  Forts  Gibscm  and 
Smith  to  be,  at  the  former  place  five,  and  at  the  latter  four  cents,  per 
pound.  Corn  is  also  stated  to  be  scarce  in  the  Indian  territory,  at  the 
present  season ;  and  along  the  road  I  was  myself  oUiml  to  give  75  cents 
to  $1  per  bushel.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  vrnen  the  cost  irf*  trans- 
portation is  considered,  I  trust  that  the  price  fixed  upon  in  the  contract  may 
not  be  thousht  too  hiffh. 

As  I  had  no  fiinds  in  my  own  hands  for  the  payment  of  this  contract 
vriien  it  shall  become  due,  it  is  respectfrilly  sugoested  that  measures  be 
taken  as  early  as  practicable,  to  (dace  in  the  hands  of  a  suitable  person,  at 
Fort  Smith,  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  meet  it  It  is  also  submitted 
whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  notify  the  proper  department  in  Washing- 
ton, that  the  agent  of  the  Seminoles  is  still  without  any  instructions  con- 
cerning the  feeing  of  the  emigrating  Indians,  as  promised  by  the  govern- 
ment 

In  view  of  the  length  of  their  confinement  on  the  steamboat  and  of  this 
unusual  mode  of  life  to  them,  the  health  of  the  Indians*on  their  route  up 
the  river,  was  much  better  than  was  anticipated ;  nor  was  it  until  within  a 
few  days' journey  of  their  destinatiim  that  any  sickness  worthy  of  notice 
occurred  amongst  them. 

Agreeably  to  your  inst^ctions,  I  shall  report  to  Major  Jouett  to-day. 
I  am.  sur,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Brevei'Majifr  V.  S.  A. 
Major  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Astist.  Adj'Oeneral, 
Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


Articles  of  agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  lOih  day  of  Aprils 
domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  ^  between  Major  K.  8. 


anno 
«  ....  .  Cfar. 

nett,  an  Officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  on  the  onepart^  <md  Charles 
Johnson^  ly  Fori  Smithy  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  of  the  other  part. 

This  agreement  witnesseth,  that  the  said  Major  R.  S.  Gamett  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  said  Charles  Johnson, 
for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  have  covenanted  and 
agreed,  and  by  these  presents,  do  mutually  covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with 
each  other  as  follows,  viz. : 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


[^] 


m 


First  That  the  said  Charles  Johnson,  his  heirs,  execntors,  and  adminis- 
trators, shall  supply  or  cause  to  be  supplied  and  issued  at  such  times  and 
place,  in  the  Seminole  nation,  as  the  Chief  Kapiktsootsee  may  designate, 
all  the  rations,  to  consist  of  the  articles  hereinafter  specified,  that  shall  ba 
required  for  the  use  of  eighty-six  Seminole  Indians,  under  the  said  chief, 
stationed  at  the  place  aforesaid,  for  two  months,  commencing  on  the  12th 
of  April,  and  ending  on  the  13th  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty,. at  the  price  of  eight  cents  for  each  complete  ration. 

Second.  That  the  ration  to  be  Aimished  by  virtue  of  the  contract,  shall 
consist  of  the  following  articles^  viz. :  one  and  a  half  pints  of  corn,  ona 

tound  of  fresh  beef  or  pork,  and  at  the  rate  of  one  gallon  of  salt  to  every 
undred  rations. 

Third.  It  is  clearly  understood  that  the  provisions  stipulated  to  be  fur- 
nished and  delivered  under  this  contract  shall  be  of  the  first  quality. 

Fourth.  The  certificate  of  the  sub-agent  of  the  Seminole  tribe  to  tha 
faithful  fulfillment  of  this  contract,  to  be  endorsed  on  the  same. 

Fifth.  Shoukl  any  difiiculty  arise  respecting  the  quality  of  the  provisions 
stipulated  to  be  delivered  under  this  contract,  then  the  said  sub-agent  is  to 
appoint  a  disinterested  person,  to  meet  one  of  same  description  to  be  ap* 
pointed  by  the  contractor.  These  two  thus  appointed,  will  have  power  to 
decide  on  the  quality  of  the  provisions ;  but  should  they  disagree,  then  a 
third  person  is  to  be  chosen  by  the  two  already  appointed.  The  whole  to 
act  under  oath,  and  the  opinion  of  the  majority  to  be  final  in  the  case. 

In  witness  whereof  the  undersigned  have  hereunto  placed  their  hands 
and  seab  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

R.S.GARNETT,         j^g    ,. 
Brevet  Major  U.  S.  A.  \  ^^^^^'^ 
•  CHARLES  B.  JOHNSON.     (Seal) 
Witnesses, 

W.  P.  Booth. 
Wm.  W.  Buaifs. 


(Copy.) 

Tallahabbbe,  Oct.  2, 1849. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  General 
Order  issued  by  me,  for  mustering  out  of  the  service  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
the  volunteer  troops  called  into  service  by  Governor  Moseley  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  frontier  settlers,  on  the  Indian  border ;  subject  nevertheless 
to  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should  their  services  be  deemed  necessary. 

I  am,  sir,  with  consideration  of  high  respect, 

Your  most  obedient,  &c., 

THOS.  BROWN. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawpord. 

Secretary  of  War,  4^.    . 

Head-Quarters,  Florida  Miutia, 

Executive  Department, 
Taw-ahabbee,  October  1,  1849. 
General  Orders,  No.  2. 

Information  having  been  received  by  the  commander-in-chief  that  the 
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Svernment  of  the  United  States  has  ordered  upon  duty,  on  the  frontier  of 
is  State,  menaced  by  the  Seminole  Indians,  a  military  force,  deemed,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  fully  adequate  to  the  exigency 
of  tb9  service,  and  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  having  assumed  ths 
responsibility  of  repressing  the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  and  the  protection 
dftbe  frontier  settlements,  thereby  rendering  unnecessary  the  further  con-' 
tinuance  in  service  of  the  several  companies  of  volunteers  heretofore 
ordered  out  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  That  on  the  reception  of  this  order,  the  troops 
heretofore  ordered  into  service  by  Governor  Moseley,  be  marched  to  the 
several  points  where  they  were  enrolled  and  mustered  into  service,  and  h^ 
there  discharged  and  mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  State,  provided, 
that  if  any  order  shall  have  been  received  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
U.  S.  troops  in  Florida  from  the  government  at  Washington,  to  receive 
and  muster  the  State  troops,  or  some  portion  thereof,  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  then  the  officers  commanding  the  several  corps  will  report 
themselves  for  such  service. 

U.  The  companies  commanded  by  Captains  Knight  and  Ellis  will  be 
fliustered  out  of  service  and  discharged  at  AUigagor  by  Lieut.-Col.  Sander^ 
ion.  Deputy  Qr.-Mr.-General. 

The  company  commanded  bv  Captain  Ledwith  will  be  mustered  out  cX 
service  and  discharged  at  Jacksonville  by  Col.  Bryant,  Deputy  Qr.-Mr^ 
General. 

The  comnany  commanded  by  Captain  Dell  will  be  mustered  out  and  dis- 
char^  at  Newmansville  by  Lt.-Col.  Province,  Deputy  Qr.-Mr.-General. 

The  company  commanded  by  Captain  Clark  will  be  mustered  out  of 
service  and  discharged  at  Manatee  by  Lt.-Col.  Magbee,  Assistant  Qr.- 
Master. 

The  companies  commanded  by  Captains  Fisher  and  Johnson  will  be 
mustered  out  at  Tallahassee  by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General^  or 
such  other  officer  as  may  be  specially  detailed  for  that  duty. 

nL  The  company  commanded  by  Captain  Johnston  will  be  transported 
by  water  to  St.  Marks,  and  from  thence  to  Tallahassee  by  the  railroad.] 

Colonel  R.  A.  Shine,  Qr.-Mr.-General,  will,  through  his  deputies  and 
assistants,  provide  the  means  of  transportation  for  the  company  of  Captain 
Johnston  to  St.  Marks,  and  sufficient  provision  and  transportation  for  the 
ether  corps  to  the  points  respectively  designated  for  their  discharge, 

lY.  The  officers  mustering  the  troops  out  of  service  will  transmit  their 
respective  muster-rolls  to  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General 
at  Tallahassee,  without  delay. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  BROWN. 

By  the  Governor, 
L.  A.  Thompson, 
AdjtUant  and  Inspector-Oeneral, 
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3l8t  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  Ebc.  Do«. 

1st  Session.  No.  50. 


REPORT 

OP 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

IN  ANSWER  TO 

A  resohtiion  of  the  S  note  of  inquiry  as  to  (he  measures  taken  by  him 
upon  the  memorial  of  Ladislaus  Wanlcomcz^  grecU-grandnephew  of 
General  Kosciusko^  and  Gaspard  Tochmany  attorney  of  the  heirs  of 
General  Kosduskoy  against  Alexandre  de  Bodisco^  the  Ruesicm  minister. 


May  22,  1860. 

Laid  upon  the  table. 

May  23,  1850. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Dbpartbcsnt  op  State, 

Washingtony  May  21  y  1850. 
T^e  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
lesolotion  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  in  the  following  words: 

"  R^ohedj  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  required  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate what  measures  he  has  taken  up6n  the  memorial  of  Ladislaus  Wan- 
kowicz,  great-grandnephew  of  General  Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  and  Gaspard 
Tochman,  attorney  for  the  heirs  of  General  Kosciusko,  against  Alejoindre 
de  Bodisco,  minister  from  Russia  accredited  to  this  government.'* 

By  permission  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to 
lay  before  the  Senate  the  accompanying  correspondence  and  papers,  which 
contain  all  the  information  in  this  department  in  regard  to  the  subject  of 
the  resolution.  From  this  corresponaence,  it  will  appear  that  on  the  8lh 
day  of  October,  1846,  Gaspard  Tochman  addressed  a  letter  to  his  Excel- 
lency James  K.  Polk,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  charging  Alex- 
8iidre.de  Bodisco,  the  Russian  minister  residing  in  Washineton,  with  a 
violation  of  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
soliciting  the  President  to  request  that  minister  to  retrace  his  steps  and  to 
revoke  a  note  which  Magor  Tochman  alleged  had  been  written  by  the 
minister  to  his  government  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  to  .take  still  further 
measures  in  case  the  minister  persisted  in  his  course.  The  President 
promptly  referred  this  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  After- 
wards, on  the  15th  of  November,  1846,  Major  Tochman  addressed 
another  letter  to  the  honorable  James  Buchanan,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
making  other  representations,  and  again  claiming  protection  for  his  rights 
as  an  American  citizen.  The  decision  of  the  last  administration  upon 
these  complaints  of  Major  Tochman,  which  have  lately  been  renewed, 
will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to 
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Gaspard  Tochman,  esquire,  of  the  2lst  November,  1846.  That  decision 
was,  "  that  the  case  represented  by  Major  Tochman  was  not  deemed  to 
be  a  proper  one  for  the  intervention  of  this  government." 

I  have  not  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  overrule  this  decision  of  my  prede- 
cessor. When  the  documents  connected  with  the  complaint  against  the 
minister  were  referred  to  this  department  by  the  Senate,  it  was  well 
known  that  we  had  neither  minister  nor  secretary  of  legation  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. Nominations  to  those  offices  were  submitted  to  the  Senate  in 
January,  1860,  but  they  were  not  acted  upon  by  the  Senate.  Within  a 
few  days  past  the  nominations  have  been  confirmed;  but  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  make  any  representations  in  behalf  of  Major  Tochman  to  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  against  Mr.  Bodisco,  before  Mr.  Brown,  who  has  not 
yet  set  out  on  his  mission,  should  arrive  in  St.  Petersburg.  It  is  there- 
lore  unnecessary  for  me  to  state  to  the  Senate  that  no  steps  were,  or 
could  have  been  taken,  at  the  date  of  their  resolution  on  the  9th  day  of  May, 
on  the  letters  of  Major  Tochman  and  L.  Wankowicz,  addressed  to  this 
department  on  the  21st  of  March  last.  But  concurring,  as  1  do  fiiUv,  in 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  that  the  case  presented  against  xMr.  Bodisco 
is  not  a  proper  one  for  the  intervention  of  this  government,  I  should  not 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  have  addressed  any  representations  to  the  Em- 

g5ror  of  Russia  on  the  subject,  had  there  been  an  American  minister  at  St. 
etersburg.  Mr.  Bodisco  was,  and  for  some  months  had  been,  in  Russia, 
when  Major  Tochman  made  complaints  against  him  to  me.  Within  a  few 
days  past  he  has  returned  to  Washington.  During  his  absence  misrepre- 
sentations greatly  to  his  prejudice  were  industriously  circulated,  repre- 
senting, among  other  things,  that  he  had  been  exiled  to  Siberia.  Viewing 
it  as  the  duty  of  this  department  to  protect  the  ministers  of  nations  with 
whom  it  has  friendly  intercourse,  against  unjust  attacks  upon  their  char- 
acters, designed  to  injure  them  at  home,  I  now  feel  constrained  to  declare 
that  Mr.  Bodisco  has  sustained  in  all  his  intercourse  with  this  department 
the  character  of  an  able,  upright,  and  honorable  representative  of  his 
country. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  9th  instant,  I  availed 
myself  of  what  I  thought  the  best  source  of  information,  by  writing  to  a 
pijofessional  gentleman  of  high  reputation  in  this  District,  well  acquainted 
with  the  controversy  in  which  the  Russian  minister  has  been  involved, 
and  connected  with  the  government,  as  the  district  attorney  in  Washing- 
ton. That  note  and  his  reply  are  herewith  submitted.  The  grounds  for 
my  decision  being  now  fully  laid  before  the  Senate,  I  respectuilly  return 
to  them  the  documents  referred  to  me,  to  the  end  that  they  may  adopt 
any  measures  which  to  them  shall  seem  expedient. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M,  CLAYTON. 
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List  cf  accompanying  papers, 

1.  G.  Tochmaa  to  President  Polk,  with  enclosure,  October  8, 1846. 

2.  G.  Tochmaa  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  November  15,  1846. 

3.  Secretary  of  State  to  G.  Tochman,  November  21,  1846. 

4.  Ladislaus  Waokowicz  and  G.  Tochman  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

March  21,  1850. 

5.  Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Fendall,  May  11,  1850. 

6.  ilr.  Fendall  to  Mr.  Clayton,  with  enclosures,  May  20,  1850. 

7.  Original  memorial  and  other  papers,  filed  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of 

General  Kosciusko,  transmitted  to  the  Department  of'  State  in  Jan- 
•uary  last,  by  directioa  of  tha  Senate. 


Washington,  October  8,  1846. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  solicit  3roTir  Excellency's  protection  against  the  {Ht>- 
ceediogs  of  a  foreign  minister,  Mr.  Bodisco,  who,  in  violation  of  the  inter- 
oattonai  polity  and  law  of  nations,  is  encroaching  upon  tha  free  enjoyment 
of  my  rights  and  privileges  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  a  Pole  by  birth;  and  I  came  to  this  country  fleeing  from  the  op- 
pression' and  political  persecutions  which  the  government  of  Russia  has 
been  perpetrating  upon  the  sons  of  Poland,  who,  in  1830,  took  up  arms  in 
defence  of  their  rights  and  independence.  Having  become  a  citizen  of 
these  United  States,  I  qualified  for  a  member  of  the  bar,  and  am  now 
practising  law,  as  an  attorney  and  counsellor  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  As  such,  I  have  been  legally  authorized  by  the  next  of 
kin  of  General  Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  (descending  from  his  sister  Ann,  who 
was  married  to  Peter  Estko,)  to  take  charge  of  their  several  suits  concern- 
ing the  fund  which  General  Kosciusko  left  in  this  country  in  1798,  and 
which  suits  have  been  pending  since  1823  in  the  courts  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  In  giving  me  this  power  of  attorney,  the  heirs  of  General 
Kosciusko  could  not  be,  and  were  not,  stimulated  by  any  political  motives. 
They  addressed  themselves  to  me  as  to  an  American  citizen  and  a  member 
of  the  bar,  requesting  my  legal  aid;  because  their  foraier  counsel,  who 
were  recommended  to  them  by  Mr.  Bodisco,  the  Russian  plenipotentiary 
minister,  kept  their  papers  since  1838  or  1839,  and  did  not  make  a  single 
legal  step  to  secure  the  property,  nor  to  establish  their  right  to  it:  nay,  they 
admitted  against  the  heirs  a  decree,  by  default,  adjudicating  to  Kosciusko 
Armstrong,  of  New  York,  about  $10,000  claimed  under  a  testament  which 
is  void  and  had  been  revoked  by  General  Kosciusko.  Subsequently  to  my 
taking  chaige  of  their  several  suits,  the  heirs  of  General  Kosciusko  wrote 
a  letter  to  Air.  Bodisco,  (a  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  is  enclosed  here,)  re- 
questing him  to  reclaim  the  papers  from  the  former  counsel,  and  to  trans- 
mit them  to  me,  through  their  cousin  and  agent,  Mr.  Chutkowski,  late  of 
Che  United  States  army,  who  resides  in  New  York.  Mr.  Chutkowski  did 
not  apply  to  Mr.  Bodisco  for  the  delivery  of  these  papers;  because,  acting 
under  my  power  of  attorney,  and  previously  to  the  reception  of  that  letter, 
i  had  associated  with  Messrs.  Fendall  and  Bradley,  and  agreed  to  carry 
conjointly  the  several  suits  of  the  heirs*-which  association  and  agreement 
had  placed  at  my  disposal  the  papers  referred  to,  they  having  been  then, 
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and  being  now,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fendall,  who  formerly  was,  and  is 
now,  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  heirs. 

But,  I  have  been  recently  informed,  the  Russian  plenipotentiary  minis- 
ter, Mr.  Bodisco,  wrote  to  St.  Petersburg  an  official  diplomatic  note  reqnest- 
ing  his  government  to  force  the  heirs  of  General  Kosausko  to  revoke  ror 
power  of  attorney,  and  to  send  another  in  the  names  of  Messrs.  Fendall 
and  Bradley;  and  this  he  has  done  from  no  other  motives  bm  because  I  am 
a  Pole  by  birth,  and  fled  from  the  political  persecution  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Russia. 

As  such  interference  of  a  foreign  minister  with  the  rights  and  prrviteges 
of  a  citizen  of  the  country  to  which  ho  has  been  sent  to  represent  his  sov- 
ereign is  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  international  polity,  violates  the 
law  of  nations,  and  would  prove  very  pernicious  to  the  nation  which 
should  permit  the  foreign  minister  to  trample  in  this  way  upon  the  rights 
of  its  adopted  citizens — supporting,  therefore,  this  petition  upon  those 
principles  of  international  polity  and  law  of  nations,  I  respectfully  solicit 
yxKir  Excellency  that  Mr.  Bodisco  be  requested  to  rescind  immediately  from 
the  steps  which  he  has  taken,  and  to  revoke  his  abovementk)ned  note, 
which  he  had  addressed  to  his  government.  And  if  he  persists  in  his  un- 
lawful  and  arbitrary  proceeding,  may  it  please  your  Excellency  to  take 
such  further  measures  as  will  be  consistent  with  the  honor  of  my  adopted 
country,  and  sufficient  to  protect  my  rights. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  &c., 

GASPARD  TOCHMAN. 

To  his  Excellency  James  K.  Polk, 

PreMetit  «f  the  United  States. 

Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  whose  attention  is  requested  to  this 
communication. 

J.  K.  P. 
October  8, 1846. 


A. 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bodisco^ 

Sir:  It  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  expre^^s  all  the  gratitude  I  feel  Iot 
the  kindness  your  Excellency  has  deigned  to  manifest  in  our  matters, 
which  encourages  me  to  have  recourse  to  you  again.     Be  pleased  to  be- 
lieve that  those  counsels  are  to  me  of  the  greatest  possible  importance.    Bnt 
your  Excellency  is  not  aware,  perhaps,  that  Mr.  Smith  is  a  relative  of  Mr. 
Bomford.    Allow  me,  also,  to  remind  you  that  we  have  to  act  against  the 
administrator,  who  controls  the  funds;  and  furthermore,  that  we  are   not 
able,  at  this  moment,  to  send  the  sum  of  $500  which  has  been  asked  of  ns. 
Our  cousin,  Mr.  Chutkowski,  has  given  us  proofs  of  his  devotion  and  fidel- 
ity:  he  recommends  to  us  Mr.Tochman,of  New  York,  as  attorney  in  thecase^ 
and,  as  it  appears  from  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  £l3c- 
cdleney,  dated  4th  (10th)  May,  1845,  that  the  attorneys  are  not  yet  legally 
authorized,  conformably  to  the  permission  previously  granted  to  us  that  ive 
should  appoint  our  own  attorneys  to  defend  our  cause  in  the  Amefiean 
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courts  of  law,  we  wish  to  give  the  preference  to  that  gentleman.  Your 
FiXceHency  will  pardon  me,  I  trust,  if  I  presume  humbly  to  request  to  be 
allowed  to  make  this  exchange  of  attorneys,  and  also  that  you  will  have 
the  kindness  to  cause  to  be  forwarded  to  him,  through  Mr.  Chutkowski, 
who  resides  in  New  York,  the  papers  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
lawyers  previously  employed.  I  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  take  into  eonsiderauon  that  Messrs.  Fendall  and  Smith  have  not  made 
any  progress  whatever  in  our  case,  and  that  consequently  they  have  no 
right,  in  my  opinion,  to  claim  any  compensation. 
2d  (14th)  November,  1845. 


Washington,  iVbwjm6er  15,  1846. 
(At  Mrs.  Hamilton's.) 

Sir:  A  notice  is  circulated  throughout  the  Union  by  the  public  press 
atating  that  Mr.  Bodisco,  the  Russian  minister,  has  made  application  to 
this  government  to  deliver  me  to  the  Russian  authorities  as  one  of  the 
refugees  who  fled  from  the  persecutions  which  his  benevolent  Emperor 
perpetrates  upon  the  Poles  who  defended  the  rights  of  their  native  land 
in  1830.  Nobody  will  certainly  believe  that  such  a  requisition,  if  made, 
could  be  complied  with,  or  that  it  could  dishonor  me  in  any  way.  I 
presume,  however,  that  this  notice  originated  in  some  misapprehension 
of  the  measures  which  I  have  taken  to  defend  my  rights  against  the  de- 
signs of  Mr.  Bodisco  and  his  government  to  reach  irie  in  my  character  of 
American  citizen,  and  to  punish  me  for  my  political  doings  in  Poland, 
by  compelling  the  heirs  oi  General  Thaddeus  Kosciusko  to  revoke  my 
power  of  attorney  in  the  suits  pending  in  the  courts  of  Washington, 
which  I  am  attending  to.  1/  I  am  not  mistaken  in  this  supposition,  it  is 
due  to  me,  to  Mr.  Bodisco,  and  to  his  government,  that  the  misstatement 
of  the  above  notice,  whatever  may  be  its  origin,  be  corrected;  and  to  this 
end  I  respeci fully  beg  your  honor  to  inform  me  whether  Mr.  Bodisco  has 
ever  made  application  to  this  government  to  deliver  me  to  the  Russian 
authorities  or  not? 

I  also  beg  your  honor  to  inform  me  what  measures  his  Excellency  the 
President  has  adopted  to  protect  my  rights  of  American  citizen  against 
Mr.  Bodisco*s  eu'^roachments  thereon,  as  stated  in  my  petition  wnich  I 
had  the  honor  of  handing  to  his  Excellency  the  President  on  the  8th  of 
October  last. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  honor's  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  TOCHxMAN. 

Hon.  Jambs  Buchanan, 

Secretcwjf  of  State. 


Department  op  State, 
Washington f  November  21,  1846. 

Sir:  In  rejJy  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  your  note  of  the  15th  instant, 
respecting  the  notice  which  you  say  is  being  circulated  throughout  the 
Union  by  the  pubUc  press,  I  have  to  state  that  the  diplomatic  represeota- 
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tive  of  his  imperial  Majesty  at  Washington  has  not  made  any  '^  applica- 
tion to  this  government  to  deliver  yon  to  the  Russian  authorities." 

I  have  also  to  inform  you,  with  reference  to  the  note  addressed  by  you 
to  the  President  on  the  8th  ultimo,  yrhich  has  been  referred  to  this  de- 
partment, that  the  case  therein  represented  is  not  deemed  to  be  a  proper 
one  for  the  intervention  of  this  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
Gacparb  Tochman,  Esq., 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  21,  1850. 

Sir:  On  the  14th  day  of  April,  1849,  the  undersigned,  Ladislaus  Wan- 
kowicz,  addressed  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  a  complaint  against  Mr.  De 
Bodisco's  interference  with  a  legal  business  of  the  heirs  of  General  Thad- 
deus  Kosciusko,  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia.    That 
complaint  was  transmitted  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  honorable  A.   P.   Bagby,  then  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  St.  Petersburg.    Having  not  received  any  answer,  the  under- 
signed, conjointly  with  the  attorney  of  the  heirs,  who  joins  in  addressing 
you,  presented  a  memorial  to  Congress  praying  that  effective  measure* 
may  be  taken  to  call  the  attention  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  to  the  com- 
plaint which  was  addiessed  to  him.     The  object  in  memorializing  Con- 
gress was  to  obtain  some  protection  for  the  hilerest  of  the  heirs  of  Kos- 
ciusko,, and  the  right  and  privileges  of  the  undersigned,  G.  ^rochman,  as 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  these  United  Status^  most  wantonly  encroached 
upon  by  Mr.  de  Bodisco.    The  Senate,  on  the  23d  day  of  January,  upon 
recommendation  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
directed  that  memorial  to  be  transmitted  to  you.    The  following  was  the 
conclusion  of  the  recommendation  of  the  chaimian  of  the  committee: 
^'  We  must  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Secretary  of  State  will  inquire  into 
the  matter,  and  do  that  which  is  proper  to  defend  the  rights  and  promote 
the  interest  of  every  American  citizen  requiring  executive  aid/*" 

Having  not  heard  from  you  in  the  piemises  until  this  day,  we  respect- 
fully beg  you  to  inform  us  what  measures  have  been  taken  in  this  mat- 
ter; and,  if  correspondence  has  already  been  opened  with  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  of  the  empire  of  Russia,  we  beg  you  to  let  us  know  whether 
any  answer  has  been  given  to  you  in  this  respect. 

We  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  subscribe  ourselves  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vants, 

LADISLAUS  WANKOWICZ, 
GrecU  gi^andiiepkexD  of  General  ICasciusk^. 

G.  TOCHMAN, 
Attorney  of  the  heii^s  of  General  Koscuuk^^ 

Hun.  John  M.  Claytox, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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DKPARTMRpnr  OP  State, 

Washington^  May  11,  1850. 

Sir:  I  transmit  to  you  certain  documents  referred  to  this  department 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  the 
rights  of  Major  Toch man  and  other??,  therein  referred  to,  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  have  been  encroached  upon  by  the  Russian  minister  resi- 
ding in  Washington,  and  whether  he  nas  interfered  with  the  estate  of 
Kosciusko  in  any  manner  to  justify  any  proceeding  on  the  part  of  this 
government;  and  I  desire  you  to  communicate  ail  other  information  in 
your  possession  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  complaints  of  the  heirs  of 
Kosciusko. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

Phiup  R.  Fendall,  Esq., 

District  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Office  op  United  States  Attorney  D.  C, 

Washington^  May  20, 1860. 
Sir:  On  the  14th  instant  I  received  your  letter  of  the  11th,  with  the 
documents  accompanying  it.  The  letter  states  that  the  documents  are 
transmitted  **  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  the  rights  of  Major  Toch- 
man  and  others,  therein  referred  to,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  have 
been  encroached  upon  by  the  Russian  minister  residing  in  Washington; 
and  whether  he  has  interfered  with  the  estate  of  Kosciusko  in  any  man- 
ner to  justify  any  proceeding  on  the  part  of  this  government."  The  let- 
ter also  expresses  your  desire  that  I  should  '*  communicate  all  other  in- 
ibrmation  in  [niy]  possession  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  complaints  of 
the  heirs  of  Kosciusko.'*    The  documents  accompanying  the  letter  are — 

1.  A  printed  document  of  the  Senate,  headed  31st  Congress,  1st  ses- 
sion, miscellaneous  No.  11,  and  entitled  ^^  Memorial  of  Laaislas  Wanko- 
wicz,  great  grandnephew  of  Kosciusko,  and  of  G.  Tochman,  attorney  of 
flie  heirs  of  Kosciusko,  praying  that  measures  be  taken  to  protect  certain 
rights  of  the  heirs  of  Kosciusko." 

2.  Resolution  of  the  Senate,  23d  January,  1850. 

3.  Resolution  of  the  Senate,  9tli  May,  1850. 

Certain  transactions  in  the  case  mentioned  in  the  memorial,  induced 
one  of  the  counsel  engaged  in  it  to  address  a  letter,  on  the  23d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1847,  to  Mrs.  Catharine  Estko,  the  party  at  whose  instance,  more 
particularly,  proceedings  were  had  to  recover  for  the  heirs  of  General  Kos- 
ciusko the  fund  in  this  country  which  he  had  left  in  the  hands  of  Presi- 
dent Jefferson.  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  (marked  A)  of  that  letter,  and 
respectfully  refer  you  to  it  as  containing  a  part  of  the  information  which 
you  call  for.  It  notices  the  circumstances  m  the  conduct  of  the  memori- 
alist, Tochman,  that  made  necessary  the  power  of  attorney  which  the 
memorial  complains  of;  the  motive  and  object  for  that  proceeding;  the  ex- 
planations made  to  him  in  regard  to  it;  his  dissatisfaction  at  first,  and 
subsequent  acquiescence;  and  the  further  action  on  his  part  which  de- 
termined the  counsel  emploved  through  the  agency  of  the  Russian  lega- 
tion to  give  to  the  power  of  attorney,  if  obtained,  an  operation  different 
&om  the  original  design.    Such  a  purpose  is  announced  in  the  letter  to 
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Mrs.  EstkOy  as  it  had  before  been  in  the  orphans'  court,  in  the  hearing  of 
the  memorialist,  Tochman.  To  the  statement  on  thb  head,  contained  in 
the  letter  to  Mrs.  Estko,  I  now  add,  that  more  than  a  year  after  the  date 
of  that  letter,  the  counsel  alluded  to  received  a  power  of  attorney  execu- 
ted by  Mrs.  Estko,  (she  being  the  assignee  of  Hippolitus  Estko,  one  of 
the  heirs  of  Kosciusko,)  Roman  Estko,  Ludwica  Narbut,  two  other  of  the 
heirs,  giving  full  authority  over  the  subject,  and  covering  one-half  of  the 
fund  in  litigation.  This  instrument  stands,  up  to  the  present  moment^ 
unrevoked. 

In  the  view  taken  by  the  counsel  of  the  conduct  of  the  memorialist, 
(Tochman,)  it  became  their  imperative  duty  to  resist  the  pretensions 
which  he  urged  after  his  letter  of  18th  January,  1847,  to  control  the  case. 
They,  therefore,  requested  Mr.  Bodisco,  through  whom  their  services 
had  been  engaged,  to  state  to  the  orphans'  court  the  origin  and  extent  of 
his  authority,  and  to  ask  a  suspension  of  any  proceedings  not  necessary 
to  the  conservation  of  the  estate,  till  the  heirs  in  Europe  should  have  had 
an  opportunity,  after  receiving  full  explanations,  of  finally  electing  their 
counsel.  And  moreover.  Dr.  Causin,  then  judge  of  the  orphans'  court, 
desired  to  receive  from  primary  sources  information  as  to  the  conflicting 
claims  of  counsel  offering  to  represent  parties  in  his  court.  He  therefore, 
as  I  afterwards  learned  from  both  himself  and  Mr.  Bodisco,  sought  and 
obtained  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bodisco  on  this  subject.  This  1  belkve 
to  be  the  history  of  Mr.  Bodisco 's  letter  of  15th  February,  1847,  to  the 
judge  of  the  orphans'  court,  which  has  been  denounced  as  an  encroach- 
ment on  tlie  rights  of  American  citizens. 

In  September,  1847,  the  memorialist,  Wankowicz,  came  to  Washing- 
ton, and  invested  the  counsel  employed  through  the  Russian  legation 
with  full  authority  to  represent  himself  and  others  of  the  Zolkowski  branch 
of  Kosciusko's  heirs.  He  received  from  Mr.  Bodisco,  as  I  am  well  in- 
iCbrmed,  the  most  courteous  treatment  and  particular  kindnesses,  as  sub- 
stantial as  they  were  seasonable.  He  aftei  wards  connected  himself  with 
the  memorialist^  Tochman,  and  in  April,  1848,  revoked  the  authority  just 
mentioned. 

Appended  to  the  memorial  is  a  leUer,  dated  9th  November,  1847,  from 
Mr.  Bodisco  to  the  Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Johnson's  answer, 
dated  23d  November,  1847.  The  correspondence  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  counsel  by  Mr.  Bodisco.  Herewith  are  copies  of  the  first  and  last 
letters,  (marked  B  and  C,)  neither  of  which  is  exnibited  with  the  memo- 
rial. You  will  observe  that  the  reply  of  Mr.  Bodisco  distinctiy  admits  the 
rights,  which  he  was  supposed  to  have  denied,  of  foreign  suitors  in  Amer- 
ican tribunals. 

On  receiving  your  communication,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Joseph  H. 
Bradley,  esq.,  asking  him  for  a  statement  of  any  facts  within  his  knowl- 
edge likely  to  elucidate  the  point  of  your  inquiry.  His  answer  (marked 
D)  accompanies  this  letter. 

Your  communication  being  addressed  to  me  in  my  official  capacity,  my 
answer  is  written  in  the  same  character.  Under  different  circumstances 
I  should  perhaps,  as  one  of  the  parties  named  in  the  memorial  and  its  ex- 
hibits, claim  to  examine  before  you,  as  well  some  of  the  averments  in 
those  i>apers,  as  the  peculiar  theory  concerning  "the  rights  of  American 
citizens,"  which  the  papers  imply. 
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I  retorn,  hecewithy  the  documents  which  accompanied  your  letter,  and 
am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

P,  R.  FENDALL. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  SicUe. 


A. 

Washington,  February  23, 1847. 
^  Madam:  Some  recent  proceedings,  affecting  the  interests  in  this  country 
of  the  heirs  of  the  late  General  Kosciusko,  induce  me  to  make  to  you  the 
following  statement: 

Some  time  after  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  Swann,  I  was  invited  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Swann,  jr.,  one  of  his  sons  and  executors,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Russian  minister,  Mr.  Bodisco,  to  succeed  the  deceased,  Mr.  Swann, 
as  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  heirs  of  General  Kosciusko,  in  prosecuting 
their  claim  to  the  fund  left  by  him  in  the  hands  of  the  late  President  Je^r- 
8on.  The  negotiation,  after  being  apparently  concluded,  was  uhimalely 
broken  off  by  the  refusal  of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Swann  (who  looked  to  the 
contingency  of  success  in  recovering  the  fund  for  the  remuneration  of  the 
servicer  he  had  rendered)  to  proride,  or  to  contribute  to  providing,  any 
means  for  defraying  the  costs  and  charges  of  litigation.  The  papers  which 
Mr.  Swann,  jr.,  had  handed  to  me  for  examination,  I  was  requested  to  te* 
turn  to  the  Russian  minister,  from  whom  they  had,  as  he  stated,  been  re 
ceived.  Mr.  Bodisco  declared  himself  to  be  without  authority  to  make 
any  provision  for  expenses,  but  promised  to  communicate  with  the  heirs 
on  that  subject,  as  well  as  on  the  subject  of  compensation  for  the  services 
asked  of  me.  I  stated  to  him  that  I  should,  of  course,  prefer  the  compen- 
sation  to  be  in  the  usunl  mode  of  a  retainer,  but,  this  being  understood  to 
be  inconvenient,  if  not  impracticable,  that  I  would  consent  to  ensage  for  a 
compensation  contingent  on  the  result,  if  the  rate  of  it  were  first  fixed. 
These  two  points,  a  provision  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  contest,  in- 
cluding the  costs  of  court,  costs  of  collecting  testimony,  cost  of  transla- 
tions, CLc.y  and  the  fixing  of  the  rate  of  compensation,  I  insisted^  on,  as 
peliminary  to  any  absolute  and  positive  engagement  on  my  part. 

I  had  several  interviews  on  tne  subject  with  Mr.  Bodisco,  who  always 
manifested  the  most  friendly  solicitude  for  your  interests,  and  whose  posi- 
tion, knowledge  of  business,  and  energy,  have  enabled  him  to  render  to 
you  most  essential  aid.  At  one  of  the  interviews  referred  to,  I  suggested 
to  him  the  association  with  me  of  Mr.  Bayard  Smith — the  probable  labor  of 
the  case  being  such  as  to  require  more  than  one  counsel,  under  any  circum- 
stances; and  it  bein^  likely,  moreover,  that  official  duties  with  which  I 
was  then  chared  might  require  my  presence  in  another  court  at  times 
when  some  acuon  on  the  part  of  counsel  for  the  heirs  might  be  wanted. 
Mr.  Bodisco,  knowing,  as  well  as  myself,  the  merit,  professional  and  per- 
sonal, of  Mr.  Smith,  readily  adopted  the  suggestion.  Mr.  Smith  concurred 
in  my  views  as  to  the  two  preliminary  points.  Mr.  Bodisco  answered  as 
before.  We  expressly  disclaimed  any  definitive  engagement  as  general 
counsel  in  the  case  till  these  points  should  be  adjusted,  but  agreed  to  at- 
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tend  to  one  part  of  it,  which  was  then  pressing.  Had  you  sufficiently 
known  or  considered  this  fact,  you  would  not,  I  presume,  madam,  have 
lent  a  willing  ear  to  seme  complaints  which  have  been  made  to  you. 

Mr.  Smith  and  myself  thought  that,  when  we  consented  to  undertake 
an  old,  complex,  and  troublesome  case,  which  might  last  for  years,  for  a 
compensation  contingent  on  an  event  which  might  never  happen,  we  con- 
sented to  all  that  the  liberality  of  counsel  could  be  expectea  to  grant,  or 
the  delicacy  of  clients  to  accept.  We  considered  it  as  utterly  out  of  the 
question,  in  addition  to  all  this,  that  we  should  assume  any  pecuniary  le- 
sponsibility,  to  aay  nothing  of  other  objections  to  carrying  on  the  suits  at 
our  own  expense.  And,  on  the  head  of  ejq)enses,  I  would  mention  that 
in  our  courts  the  agency  of  several  officers,  among  whom  is  the  clerk,  is 
necessaiy  in  the  conduct  of  a  suit;  that  the*  remuneration  of  these  officers 
is  made,  not  by  a  salary  from  Uie  government,  but  in  the  form  of  fees  paid 
by  the  parties  in  each  particular  case;  and  that  the  clerk  is  not  obliged  by 
law  to  render  any  services  to  absent  plaintiffs  which  they  do  not  secure  the 
payment  of.  This  is  usually  done  either  by  some  resident  citizen  becora- 
mg  security  or  by  depositing  a  fund  with  counsel  for  that  purpose.  It  was 
the  payment  of  these  fees,  and  the  other  occasional  expenses  incident  to 
such  a  controversy,  for  which  we  desired  the  heirs  to  make  provision. 
And  in  so  desiring,  I  cannot  see  that  we  deserved  the  imputation  of  being 
'<  interested  persons,"  in  a  derogatory  sense  of  the  term,  any  more  than  a 
stranger  in  Europe  would  do  who  should  decline  expending  nis  money  for 
some  purpose  of  ours  in  that  country  without  being  indemnified.  This 
condition  proceeded,  undoubtedly,  from  a  proper  regard  to  our  own  .inter- 
ests; but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  how  it  implied  any  neglect  of  yours.  At  all 
events,  it  loas  a  condition,  and  one  uniformly  adhered  to  by  Mr.  Smith, 
with  the  exception  before  indicated,  and  by  myself,  until  the  occurrence 
of  events,  about  fifteen  months  ago,  which  will  presently  be  noticed. 

Tiie  exception  referred  to  was  the  claim  of  Klimkiewicz,  which,  while 
we  were  awaiting  a  communication  from  your  family,  assumed  an  alarm- 
ing aspect.  His  pretensions  were  sustained  by  testimony  apparendy  strong. 
We  were  without  legal  evidence  to  substantiate  your  claim,  the  paners 
sent  being  informal,  and  not  such  as  we  had  called  for;  and,  even  if  they 
had  been  furnished  according  to  instructions,  they  would  not  have  been 
availing  without  an  answer  to  Klimkiewicz's  bill.  An  answer  was  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Smith,  and  sent  to  Poland,  through  the  Russian  legation,  in 
order  to  be  signed,  authenticated,  and  returned  to  us.  But  it  never  came 
back,  though  we  repeatedly  urged  upon  the  heirs,  through  the  same  me- 
dium, the  pressing  necessity  of  our  having  this  document  and  the  prooft, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  decree  in  favor  of  Klimkiewicz.  This  was,  however, 
fbnght  off  from  time  to  time,  until  at  length  that  individuni  died,  and  the 
suit  abated.     It  has  not  been  revived. 

In  the  fall  of  1845,  a  stranger  called  on  me,  introducing  himself  as  Ma- 
jor Tochman,  and  as  the  writer  of  a  letter  which  I  had  before  received, 
stating  that  he  was  employed  to  co-operate  with  me  as  assistant  counsel  in 
prosecuting  the  claims  of  the  next  of  kin  of  General  Kosriusko.  Being 
particularly  engaged  at  the  time,  and  desiring  to  confer  with  Mr.  Smith  be- 
fore going  into  details  with  a  person  of  whom  I  knew  nothing,  1  requested 
him  to  call  again.  Before  he  did  so,  I  had  seen  Mr.  Smith,  who  agreed 
with  me  that,  as  our  whole  authority  in  the  case  wa?  received  from  Mr. 
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Bodisco,  it  was  proper  that  he  should  be  consulted  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Tochraan's  proposition;  and  I  accordingly  so  informed  Mr.  Tochman,  on 
his  next  visit.  When  I  stated  to  Mr.  Bodisco  the  application  which  had 
been  made  by  Mr.  Tochman,  Mr.  Bodisco  answered,  that  the  interest  of 
the  claimants  had  been  confided  to  his  charge,  as  the  representative  in  this 
country  of  the  Russian  government,  and  in  coneequence  of  their  earnest 
appeals  to  the  Emperor  for  his  interposition;  that  the  political  relations, 
which  he  minutely  explained,  of  Mr.  Tochman  to  the  Russian  govern- 
ment, were  such  as  to  make  it  wholly  impossible  for  its  minister  to  recog- 
nise him  as  counsel  or  agent  in  a  case  unaer  its  superintendence;  but  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  any  private  arrangement  which  Mr.  Smith  and  my- 
self might  thmk  proper  to  make  with  Mr.  Tochman,  and  mdeed  thought 
that  such  an  arrangement  might  be  expedient,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Toch- 
man's  knowledge  of  the  Polish  language  might  render  him  usefiil  as  a 
translator.  At  my  next  interview  with  Mr.  Tochman,  I  communicated 
to  him  these  views  of  the  minister,  and  took  especial  pains  to  impress  on 
his  mind  the  propriety,  and  indeed  necessity,  in  the  event  of  any  agree- 
ment with  him,  of  avoiding  any  step  which  might,  in  Mr.  Bodisco*s 
judgment,  tend  to  compromise  that  minister.  On  this  occasion,  some 
conversation  ensued  as  to  the  details  of  the  case  I  explained  to  him  the 
circumstances  and  the  extent  of  my  professional  connexion  with  it;  my 
desire  that,  before  that  connexion  should  be  made  absolute,  some  under- 
standing should  be  had  as  to  the  rate  of  compensation  for  the  services  of 
coimsel,  and  especially  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  actual  ex- 
penses. On  this  latter  point  I  felt  the  more  free  to  insist,  because,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  he  stated  that  one  of  the  claimants  was  in  inde- 
pendent, perhaps  wealthy,  circumstances.  Mr.  Tochman  adverted  with 
an  appearance  of  dissatisfaction  to  a  statement  which  he  had  heard,  that 
Mr.  Smith,  my  associate  in  the  case,  was  a  relation  of  Colonel  Bomford, 
the  administrator.  I  answered,  tliat  the  information  was  new  to  me;  that 
I  did  not  believe  it  to  be  correct,  (as  in  point  of  fact  it  was  not;)  and  that, 
even  if  it  were,  Mr.  Smith  was  a  gentleman  of  scrupulous  and  well  known 
honor  and  integrity,  and  could  not  be  influenced  by  such  a  consideration 
in  the  discharge  oi  a  professional  duty  to  a  client.  Mr.  Tochman  read  to 
me  a  portion  of  some  paper  in  his  possession,  purporting  to  express  a  wish 
on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  ^r  some  of  them,  that  Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe  or 
Mr.  Bradley  should  be  associated  in  the  prosecution  of  their  clahn.  I  in- 
formed him  that  Mr.  Coxe  was  employed  on  the  other  side,  but  that  Mr. 
Bradley  was,  I  presumed,  disengaged — Mr.  Chutkowski,  who  had  con- 
sulted him,  having  abandoned  the  position  of  being  himself  a  clainiant; 
remarking,  also,  that  Mr.  Bradley  was  among  the  most  able  and  distin- 
guished members  of  the  American  bar.  After  this  conversation,  Mr.  Smith 
and  myself  again  called  Mr.  Bodisco's  attention  to  our  position  in  the 
case,  and  to  the  poinU:  which  we  had  often  before  desired  him  to  submit 
to  the  heirs.  The  minister  being  still  without  authority  on  these  subjects, 
the  aspect  of  the  case  being  such  that  the  interests  of  the  heirs  required 
immediate  action,  and  Mr.  Smith  having  resolved  to  retire  from  the  case, 
Mr.  Bradley  expressed  his  willingness  to  take  Mr.  Smith's  place,  and  to 
share  with  me  the  pecuniary  responsibility,  which  I  had  before  uniformly 
declined  to  assume.  I  waived  my  objection  on  that  head,  and  conferred 
with  Mr.  Bodisco,  who  cordiallv  sanctioned  the  association  of  Mr.  Brad- 
ley.    On  the  28th  or  29th  of  November,  1845,  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr.  Toch- 
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man,  and  myself  entered  into  a  written  agreement  to  give  the  necessary 
security,  and  to  go  on  with  the  case  conjointly — the  compensation  to  be 
left  for  future  adjustment  with  the  heirs,  but  faxed  as  between  the  panics 
to  the  agreement.  Within  a  few  days  afterwards,  a  paragraph  appeared 
in  the  National  Intelligencer,  ostentatiously  announcing  Mj.  Tochman's 
professional  connexion  with  the  case — a  publication  doubtless  made  at  hts 
instance,  and  in  utter  disregard  of  the  caution  I  had  so  earnestly  endeav- 
ored to  impress  on  his  mind  as  being  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  heirs. 
The  publication  excited,  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  the  displeasure  of 
IMbr.  Bodisco.  He  required  either  that  we  shoula  prepare  a  power  of  attor* 
ney  to  myself  and  Mr.  Bradley  alone,  or  that  an  early  day  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  return  of  the  papers  which  had  been  placed  in  my  hands. 
This  proceeding  was  made  known  by  Mr.  Bradley  to  Mr.  Tochman,  with 
a  distinct  assurance  that,  if  the  proposed  power  should  be  executed,  it 
would  not  be  used  in  prejudice  of  the  agreemept  of  November,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  the  fixed  purpose  of  both  Mr.  Bradley  and  myself 
to  carry  out  that  agreement  in  good  faith — the  power  being,  so  fiur  as  we 
were  concerned,  wanted  only  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  Mr.  Bodisco,  aiid 
to  avert  ill  consequences.  The  provision  in  it  for  compensating  counsel, 
Mr.  Tochman  would  have  had  the  full  benefit  of,  under  our  agreement. 
Though  at  first  manifesting  high  displeasure  at  this  suggestion,  he  repeat- 
edly afterwards  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  it.  Two  powers  of  attorney 
were  sent  to  Mr.  Bodisco  on  the  23d  of  January,  1846 — one  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  Estko,  and  the  other  by  the  Zolkowski  branch  of  the  claim- 
ants. The  case,  being  started  by  the  engagement  of  Mr.  Bmdley  and 
myself  to  become  rrsponsible  for  expenses,  has  since  been  prosecuted  with 
all  possible  despatch.  On  examining  the  proceedings  had  while  it  was 
under  the  care  of  the  former  counsel,  Mr.  Bradley  suggested  a  course  of 
action  in  some  respects  difierent  from  that  of  the  original  counsel,  and 
for  reasons  which  commanded  my  cordial  assent.  He  took  the  leading 
part  in  carrying  out  the  plan  which  he  proposed.  Being  of  opinion  that 
additional  security  from  the  administrator  was  necessary,  and  the  existing 
law  not  meeting  the  exigency,  he  prepared  an  amendment  to  the  law, 
procured  for  it  the  recommendation  of  tne  grand  jury,  submitted  it  to  the 

E roper  conunittee  of  Congress,  and  it  was  enacted  into  a  law.  Under  that 
iw  was  prepared  a  petition  to  the  orphans'  court;  and  that  tribunal  re- 
quired the  administrator  to  jcive  addiliofial  security  in  the  amount  of 
$20,000,  which  was  done.  This  was  not  satisfactory  to  us.  Mr.  Bradley 
afterwards  prepared  a  petition  for  further  security,  founded,  in  part,  on  in- 
formation given  by  Mr.  Tochman,  which  he  failed  to  make  good  by  proof. 
The  petition  was  dismissed,  and  we  reserved  the  right  of  appealing  from 
the  order  dismissing  it  to  the  circuit  court.  On  the  very  day  of  the  dis- 
missal, one  of  Colonel  Bomford's  counsel  informed  me  that  the  course  of 
Mr.  Tochman  to  Colonel  B.  had  been  personally  so  wantonly  injurious 
and  oifensive  as  to  determine  Colonel  B.  and  his  counsel  to  resist  his  pro- 
ceedings; but,  believing  that  Mr.  Bradley  and  myself  were  influenced 
purely  by  a  sense  of  professional  duty  in  our  acts,  and  that  we  were  sin- 
cere in  the  opinion  we  had  expressed  that  the  administrator  ought  to  give 
additional  security.  Colonel  Bomford's  counsel  would  re  :ommend  him  to 
give  it  in  such  amount  as  Mr.  Bradley  and  I  thought  necesbary,  in  ad- 
vance of  the  compulsory  proceedings  which  we  meditated.  I  was  pleased 
at  the  suggestion^  because,  if  acted  on,  it  would  avoid  the  delays  which 
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the  law  enabled  the  administrator  to  o^wse  to  such  proceedings,  and  the 
expense  and  trouble  incident  to  them.  On  conferring  together,  Blr.  Brad- 
ley and  I  thouglU  $40,000  additional  to  the  $20,000  already  given  would 
be  sufficient.  This  opinion  was  promptly  communicated  to  Mr.  Toch- 
man,  who  cordially  concurred  in  it.  Colonel  Bomford  was  infonrfed, 
through  his  counsel,  of  our  assent  to  the  proposed  arrangement.  It  was 
finally  agreed  on;  the  bond  was  prepared;  and  the  filing  of  it  was  delayed 
only  till  a  deed  of  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  sureties  coald  be  completed. 
To  all  these  facts  Mr.  Tochman  was  privy.  He  even  knew  who  the  sure- 
ties were,  and  expressed  entire  satisfaction  with  them.  In  this  state  of 
things,  a  notion,  which  he  had  before  conceived,  that  a  proceeding  in 
chancery,  called  a  bill  qtda  timet y  was  the  right  course,  again  took  posses- 
sion of  his  mind.  Mr.  Bradley  and  myself  opposed  the  measure,  as  well 
on  the  ground  of  its  inherent  unfitness  for  effecting  the  object  in  view, 
and  of  its  probable  failing  under  our  local  law,  as  of  its  tendency  to  pre- 
vent the  consummation  of  the  arrangement  alreeidy  made  for  effecting  that 
same  object.  He  nevertheless  persisted  in  filing  the  bill;  and  though,  in 
a  letter  of  his,  which  will  presently  be  noticed,  he  admits  that  both  the 
counsel  associated  with  him  were  adverse  to  the  measure,  and  indeed  re- 
Kes  on  that  fact  as  enhancing  his  own  particular  merit,  he  took  upon  him- 
self to  sign  the  name  of  one  of  them,  Mr.  Bradley,  to  it.  The  effect  of 
this  crude  and  reckless  experiment  was  very  nearly  to  defeat  the  arrange- 
ment akeady  agreed  on  for  the  bond — Bomford  and  his  counsel  feeling 
indignant  at  the  movement,  as  a  breach  of  fidth.  This  evil,  however, 
was  averted,  and  the  bond  was  filed. 

The  ondssion  of  the  heirs  to  take  the  steps  necessary-  for  the  defence  of 
their  interests  had  enabled  Kosciusko  Armstrong  to  advance  his  claim  to 
a  legacy,  under  the  wilt  of  1806,  to  the  stage  of  getting  a  decree  for  the 
payment  of  the  money.  In  the  conferences  of  counsel,  after  the  agree- 
ment of  November,  1845,  the  cases  of  the  Estkos  vs.  Lear,  and  Armstrong 
vs.  Lear,  printed  in  the  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
were  examined  and  considered — in  which  cases  are  noticed  two  subse- 
quent wills  of  General  Kosciusko.  Copies  of  these  wills  were  filed  as  ex- 
hibits by  Klimkiewicz;  and  Mr.  Bradley  so  informed  Mr.  Tochman,  and 
mdeed  showed  them  to  him.  In  order  to  arrest  the  proceedings  in  Arm- 
strong's case,  it  was  determined  to  file  a  bill  of  review,  which  was  accord- 
ingly prepared  by  Mr.  Bradley,  and  filed.  Thus  the  execution  of  the  de- 
cree in  that  case  was  suspended.  Mr.  Bradley  prepared  an  elaborate  peti- 
tion to  the  orphans'  court,  praying, leave  to  contest  in  that  court  the  will 
of  1806.  The  application  was  resisted  by  the  opposite  party;  the  orphans' 
court  decided  in  our  favor;  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  circuit  court,  which 
was  there  most  ably  and  elaborately  argued  by  Mr.  Bradley.  Mr.  Toch- 
man was  not  at  that  time  in  this  city,  and,  had  he  been  here,  could  not 
have  rendered  the  slightest  service.  The  circuit  court  decided  in  our 
fiivor.  The  preliminary  question  and  the  case  went  back  to  the  orphans' 
court.  We  there  availed  ourselves  of  a  particular  provision  in  our  local 
testamentary  law  to  request  an  issue  to  be  sent  to  tne  circuit  court,  to  en- 
able us  to  obtain  proof  of  the  execution  of  the  will  made  in  1816,  at  So- 
luer,  m  Switzerland.  Under  precise  instructions  from  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr. 
Tochman  wrote  to  a  correspondent  in  Paris  to  get  an  exemplification  of  that 
will.  The  document  was  received,  and  ofiered  for  record  in  the  orphans' 
court.     Mr.  Tochman  having  Med  to  follow  strictly  his  instructions, 
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some  further  proof  was  necessary,  which  he  was  instructed  how  to  obtain 
here,  and  did  obtain. 

In  the  further  progress  of  the  Armstrong  case,  it  was  necessary  to  file 
an  answer  to  the  bill.  This  was  prepared  by  me,  handed  to  Mr.  Toch- 
man  for  revision,  and  by  him  returned  to  me,  copied.  The  copy  was 
filed,  and  the  original  is  still  in  my  possession. 

While  your  case  was  at  the  stage  m  its  procress  to  which  the  foregoing 
outline  brings  it,  Mr.  Tochman  addressed  a  Tetter  to  Mr.  Bodisco  on  the 
18th  of  January  last,  which  he  followed  up  by  another,  dated  on  the 
22d  of  that  month.     So  soon  as  Mr.  Bradley  and  myself  had  authority  to 
use  the  letter  of  18th  January,  we  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Tochman,  ap- 
prizing him  that  we  could  not  henceforth  have  any  further  intercourse 
with  him.    Annexed  to  this  communication  are  copies  of  those  letters. 
The  outline  just  given,  and  of  which  Mr.  Bradley  will  confirm  the  accu- 
racy, so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  period  of  time  since  Mr.  Tochinan's  con- 
nexion with  the  case,  will  enable  you  to  determine  how  far  the  author  of 
such  letters  is  entitled  to  your  confidence.    They  are  a  tissue  of  misstate- 
ments in  the  various  forms  of  direct  untruths,  deceptive  suppressions^ 
and  false  colorings.     Of  his  pretence  so  boldly  put  forward  that  "  under 
his  control,"  and  through  "his  exertions  only,''  "  the  right  of  the  heirs 
is  already  established  to  the  whole  fund,"  your  own  intelligence  will  at 
once  enable  you  to  see  the  gross  improbability.     Though  the  right  of  the 
heirs  is,  I  regret  to  say,  not  yet  fully  established,  something  has  been 
done  towards  that  end;  but  the  proceedings  already  had  were  under  pro- 
visions of  local  laws,  with  which  it  would  be  no  disparagement  to  a  for- 
eign advocate  of  even  a  high  grade  to  suppose  him  less  familiar  than 
counsel  are,  whose  daily  business  it  has  long  been  to  act  under  those 
laws.     The  fact  is,  that  his  ignorance  of  our  laws  and  his  pertinacity, 
notwithstanding,  in  pressing  his  own  conceptions,  have  all  along  greaUy 
impaired  the  utility  of  his  zeal.     So  far  as  the  records  of  the  orphans' 
court  and  the  circuit  court  can  be  appealed  to  as  evidence,  they  falsify 
the  <:laim  which  vanity,  or  a  deeper  motive,  has  induced  him  to  assert. 
Most  of  the  papers  prepared  by  counsel  are  in  Mr.  Bradley's  handwriting. 
The  only  two  of  any  length  or  moment  in  Mr.  Tochman 's,  were  one  of 
which  he  was  the  mere  copyist,  and  another  which  he  filed  against  our 
remonstrances — a  proceeding  certainly  useless,  and  which  very  nearly 
became  mischievous.     The  officer  of  both  the  courts  would  be  ready  to 
testify  that  his  share  in  the  oral  proceedings  before  them  was  equally  in- 
significant.   From  what  1  have  before  said,  you  will  be  able  to  appreciate 
his  claim  to  having  obtained  an  amendment  of  our  testamentary  law;  to 
the  discovery  of  the  will  of  1816;  to  his  having  forced  fi-om  the  adminis- 
trator the  $40,000  bond,  «fcc.,  A-c,  <tc.    Equally  unfounded  is  his  story 
of  having  secured  $5,800  by  injunction.    He  was,  indeed,  very  anxious 
to  apply  fpr  an  injunction,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  was  dis- 
suaded from  it.     We  so  far  yielded  to  his  urgency  as  to  concur  with  him 
in  giving  a  notice  to  the  bank,  believing  that  no  harm  would  arise  from 
the  measure.     In  his  letter  of  I8th  January,  he  says: 

"Had  Messrs.  Swann  and  Sampson,  and,  after  their  death,  Alessrs. 
Fendall  and  Smith,  done  their  duty — had  they  not  permitted  Mr.  Bom- 
ford  to  collect  the  moneys  of  the  estate,  and  to  speculate  therewith — we 
could  recover  now  the  whole  fund,  without  any  further  litigation.** 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  ignorance  or  fiilsehood  predominates 
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in  this  passage.  The  law  not  only  gives  the  administrator  ftill  power  to 
collect  assets^  but  makes  it  his  duty  to  do  so;  if  he  does  not  apply  them 
to  the  payment  of  debts,  or  invest  them,  the  court  will  charge  him  with 
interest;  he  has  the  control  of  them  till  distribution,  and  the  remedy  of 
the  distributees  is  on  the  bond.  Though  I  know  nothing  of  Colonel 
Bomford's  alleged  speculations,  and  Mr.  Tochman  has  never  furnished  a 
particle  of  proof  on  that  subject,  yet,  as  I  have  before  stated,  so  soon  as 
counsel  were  definitively  engagea  in  the  case,  the  necessary  steps  were 
taken  to  make  the  secunty  am^e.  But,  even  if  the  counsel  denounced 
by  Mr.  Tochman  had  acted  differently,  what  pretence  is  there  for  his  dec- 
laration that  the  money  could  then  be  recovered  without  further  litiga- 
tion? The  will  of  1816  is  recorded;  but  the  courts  have  yet  to  decide  on 
the  legal  effect  of  the  revoking  clause  in  it,  and  on  various  other  questions 
arising  out  of  the  several  testamentary  papers. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  communication  I  have  explained  the  circum- 
stances which,  in  Mr.  Bodisco's  judgment,  made  it  necessary  for  the  heirs 
to  give  a  power  of  attorney  to  Mr.  Bradley  and  myself— an  expedient  oc- 
casioned by  an  ebullition  of  Mr.  Tochman 's  selfish  and  reckless  vanity, 
which  he  fully  understood  from  us  was  never  to  be  used  to  tlie  prejudice 
of  our  agreement  with  him,  and  in  which  he  repeatedly  acquiesced.  Yet 
he  denounces  us,  in  a  private  letter  to  the  Kussian  minister,  as  having 
obtained  this  power  **  by  undue  means,  and  contrary  to  law,"  and 
threatens  to  sue  us.  A  charge  like  this,  made  out  by  proof  against  any 
couni^l  practising  at  our  bar,  ought  to,  and  would,  insure  his  instanta- 
neous expulsion.  Of  one  of  the  parties  against  whom  it  was  directed  I 
shall  not,  of  course,  speak.  But  of  Mr.  Bradley  I  may  say,  what  you 
probably  know  already,  that,  while  he  stands  in  the  very  highest  rank  of 
learned  lawyers  and  powerful  advocates,  his  character  as  a  gentleman  of 
lofty  and  stainless  honor  is  equally  conspicuous.  Fsdse,  malieious,  and 
secret  as  the  calumny  was,  it  received  the  only  notice  it  deserved — a 
notice  to  the  slanderer  that  we  could  hold  no  further  intercourse  with  him. 
This  denunciation  of  us  being,  moreover,  an  act  which  we  regarded  as 
an  abandonment  by  him  of  an  agreement  under  which  he  had  become 
associated  with  us,  we  further  informed  him  that  we  should  not  recognise 
him  as  any  longer  entitled  to  act  in  the  case  which  we  were  exclusively 
authorized  to  conduct  He  then  filed  a  paper  in  the  orphans'  court, 
which  at  unce  brought  up  the  question  of  his  authority  to  act  for  the 
claimants.  This  he  rests  on  a  power  of  attorney  from  three  of  the  claim- 
ants to  Mr.  Chutkowski,  and  sundry  letters  from  Mr.  Chutkowski  and 
some  of  the  claimants  to  himself.  His  recent  extraordinary  proceedings 
made  it,  we  thought,  our  duty  to  the  heirs  to  resist  his  pretensions,  and 
this  duty  seemed  more  imperative  when,  in  the  progress  of  the  discussion, 
he  admitted  that  he  had  made  statements  to  your  family  similar  to  those 
contained  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Bodisco — an  admission  irom  which  it  fol- 
lows that  any  authority  which  your  belief  in  those  statements  may  have 
induced  you  to  give  to  him  was  obtained  by  false  pretences.  From  the 
tenor  of  your  letters,  viewed  together,  we  supposed  also  that  it  was  not 
|»t>bably  your  wish  that  he  should  take  control  over  your  affairs  against 
the  judgment  of  Mr.  Bodisco^  on  whose  good  offices  you  seem  throughout 
mainly  to  rely.  In  the  progress  of  his  controversy  with  us,  he  has  read 
in  open  court  confidential  letters  addressed  to  him  by  the  counsel  asso- 
ciated with  him  ob  the  most  delicate  points  of  the  cas^,  and  has  even 
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filed  those  letters  in  court  for  the  information  of  the  adversary — thw 
utterly  disregarding,  in  the  pursuit  of  personal  interests  and  feelings,  the 
fJainest  dictates  of  professional  duty.  The  effect  of  this  proceeding  on 
your  interests  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

The  atrocity  of  Mr.  Tochman's  communications  to  Mr.  Bodisco  left 
open  to  us,  you  will  have  .seen,  no  course  consistent  with  self-respect, 
other  than  a  refusal  to  hold  any  further  intercourse  "with  him.  You  will 
also  have  seen  that  a  due  regard  to  your  interRsts  required  also  that  we 
should,  as  we  did,  resist  his  sinister  erforts  to  control  them;  amd  this  con- 
sideration became  still  more  imperative  when  he  proceeded  to  publish  the 
secrets  of  those  whom  he  claimed  to  be  his  clients.  We  required,  in  the 
orphans'  court,  strict  proof  of  his  alleged  authority,  and  fully  exposed 
before  that  tribunal  the  true  nature  of  his  proceedings.  We  shall  take 
the  same  course  before  the  circuit  court,  as  well  in  self-defence  as  to  pre- 
vent, if  possible,  any  results  from  his  acts  injurious  to  the  heirs  before 
their  final  resolution  can  be  formed  as  to  the  representation  of  their  inter- 
ests in  this  country  after  they  shall  have  read  the  exposition  just  given. 
I  pray  you  to  believe  that,  in  giving  it,  I  have  no  purpose  nor  desire  to 
solicit  a  continuance  of  my  connexion  with  your  case.  On  this  head 
you  will,  of  course,  exercise  your  own  will;  and  any  determination  you 
may  come  to  will  be  entirely  agreeable  to  me.  If,  however,  it  should  be 
your  wish  that  Mr.  Bradley  and  myself  should  act  for  you,  you  have  no 
time  to  lose  in  executing  and  transmitting  to  Mr.  Bodisco  the  power  of 
attorney  which  he  sent  to  you.  In  that  event,  you  will  understand  that 
we  shall  regard  and  use  it  as  an  exclusive  authority,  though  it  was  origi- 
nally forwarded  to  you  with  a  very  different  object  on  our  part. .  BiU,  af- 
ter reading  the  foregoing  narrative,  you  can  hardly  deem  it  necei^ry  for 
us  to  say,  that  under  no  possible  circumstances  can  we  ever  act  again 
in  any  way  with  Mr.  Tochman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  madam,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

P.  R.  FENDALL. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Estko. 


B. 

Baltimore,  October  6, 1847. 
My  Dear  Sir:  By  this  mail  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  letter 
fit>m  the  agent  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  General  Kosciusko,  requesting  yoa 
to  deliver  me  certain  papers  he  supposes  to  be  in  your  possession  touch- 
ing their  claim  to  the  estate  left  by  their  ancestor  in  this  country. 

I  expect  to  be  in  Washington  on  Friday,  and,  if  there  is  no  difficulty 
about  the  papers,  will  be  glad  to  obtain  them  of  you.  In  the  mean  time 
I  remain,  with  great  regard,  your  friend  and  servant, 

REVERDY  JOHNSON. 
His  Excellency  Mr.  Bodisoo,  4*^.,  4'c., 

Georgetown. 
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Washington,  December  1, 1847. 
Sir:  As  yon  are  under  the  impression  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has 
interfered  in  the  Kosciusko  case,  I  am  duly  bound  to  infimn  you,  sir, 
tfiat  his  imperial  Majesty  has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  existence  of 
that  claim,  and  I  no  recollection  of  ever  having  connected  the  Emperor's 
name  with  this  affair.  But  the  imperial  government,  by  an  act  of  oetiev- 
olence,  and  at  the  urgent  request  of  a  poor  widow,  have  authorised,  some 
thirty  years  ago,  the  legation  at  Wasnington  to  prolect  a  Russian  sub- 
ject by  a{^inting  a  suitable  person  to  take  care  of  her  interests.  This 
'act  of  kindness  was  done  conscientiousiy,  and  the  Kosciusko  case  has 
•since  always  been  in  the  hands  of  eminent  and  honorable  American  law- 

Jers.  In  the  course  of  time  Mrs^  Estko.  has  been  induced  to  belMve  thai 
er  Interests  were  neglected,  and  she  appears  to  have  given  a  new  full 
power.  I  have  not  seen  the  document;  but  I  am  told  that  it  is  limited  by 
the  ezjNness  clause^  that  in  due  time  the  amount  of  the  inheritance  should 
be  delivered  to  the  Russian  legation.  Mrs.  Estko  has  the  uncontested 
fight  to  mind  her  own  private  affairs;  but  was  it  not  ber  duty  to  inform 
ti^  government  of  her  new  arrangements?  And  had  she  done  so,  it 
would  have  afforded  nie  great  pleasure  <o  be  dispensed  of  aay  fiurtber 
trouble  about  her  inheritance. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  3rou,  sir,  for  all  the  useful  informatioa  condensed 
in  your  letter.  It  has  given  me  am  opportunity  to  ascertain  dial  the  indi- 
vidiud  rights  are  the  same  in  both  countries. 

I  nad  ihe  honor  to  refer  you  to  Messrs.  FendaH  and  Bradley  fer  in- 
Iformafion,  and  you  acknowledge  this  courtesy  by  the  supposition  that  I 
have  ferltaden  them  to  show  the  papers.  It  is  but  feir  that  I  should  re- 
quest my  two  esteemed  friends  to  mfcrm  you  how  far  thevaie  inclined  to 
submit  to  any  orders  in  cases  committed  to  their  care>  and  to  state  to  3rou 
the  unabat^  kindness  of  the  legation,  and  the  extent  of  her  pretended 
interfefenoe  in  a  private  matter. 

I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  renew  the  eroression  of  my  conviction  that 
no  power  exists  that  could  compel  a  fore4:n  minister  to  surrender  any 
papers  intrusted  to  him  by  his  government.  There  is;  however,  a  feir 
course  to  be  pursued  in  this  matter.  If  you  address  yoiuself  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  he  will,  very  hkely,  instruct  Mr.  Ingersoll  to  claim  the 
papers;  and  when  ordered  by  my  government,  I  will  be  quite  happy  to  de- 
iiver  them  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Th^re  was  no  enclosure  in  your  first  letter,  which  I  received,  as  well  as 
the  last,  accidentally,  having  no  regular  conununication  with  the  George- 
town post  office. 

In  dosing  my  correspondence  on  this  subject^  I  have  die  honor  to  be, 
«ir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

ALEX.  BODISCO. 

Hob.  Reverdy  Johnson, 

UnHed  ^(06$  JSknator. 

Ex.— 2 
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Washington,  May  20,  1850. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  received  last  evening  your  note  of  the  14tb,  and  the 
documents  from  the  State  Department  by  which  it  is  accompanied,  and 
will  rapidlv  sketch  the  outline  of  the  facts  within  my  knowledge,  cob* 
nected  with  the  affair  to  which  it  refers. 

I  first  became  interested  to  examine  into  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Kos- 
ciusko to  a  flmd  in  this  country  led  by  him  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  JeifersoB, 
when,  some  time  in  the  year  1842,  I  was  applied  to  by  Mr.  Chutkowski; 
who  then  supposed  himself  to  be  one  of  the  heirs.  I  found  the  interests 
of  tfie  heirs  at  that  time  under  the  professional  charge  of  yourself  and 
Mr.  Bayard  Smith,  and  a  contest  going  on  in  the  circuit  court,  instituted 
against  them  by  a  Pole  named  Klimkiewicz.  I  participated  in  the  suC' 
cessful  effort  then  made  to  defeat  that  claim. 

In  the  year  1845,  Mr.  Chutkowski  having  found  that  he  was  not  entided, 
and  having  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  heirs  and  received  from 
some  of  them  a  power  of  attorney  to  represent  them  and  employ  counsel, 
and  I  having  declined  to  interfere  in  the  afikir  while  it  was  still  in  your 
charge,  engaged  the  services  of  Major  G.  Tochman,  who  came  to  Wash- 
ington seeking  to  take  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of  yourself  and  Mr. 
Smith.    He  also  applied  to  me,  and  I  again  declined.    Shortly  after  this, 
Mr.  Bodisco  having  previously  been  requested  bv  Mrs^  C.  Estko,  V^ith 
whom,  on  the  behalf  of  the  heirs,  the  correspondence  was  chiefly  con- 
ducted, to  engage  my  services,  Mr.  Smith  having  retired,  and  you  hav- 
ing, with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Bodisco,  proposed  to  me  to  take  Mr. 
Smith's  place,  we  formed  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Tochman,  und^r  which 
proceedings  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  were  actively  begun  and  pursued  for  a 
'  year.    When  Ifajor  Tochman  became  associated  with  us  he  was  distinctly 
and  clearly  informed  that  his  position  towards  the  Russian  government 
rendered  it  impossible  for  the  minister  of  that  government  to  recognise 
him  as  the  counsel;  that  the  evidences  and  vouchers  must,  in  all  pioba- 
bility,  pass  through  the  Foreign  Ofice,  and  our  proceedings  might  be  gready 
embarrassed,  if  not  defeated,  by  bis  name  appearing  in  the  conespond- 
ence  through  that  government  as  counsel  for  the  h^rs,  With  whom,  by 
the  laws  of  that  country,  he  could  not  correspond;  and  to  all  this  he 
assented.    Subsequendy  it  becam^  necessary,  in  consequence  of  his  acts, 
to  obtain  a  new  power  from  the  heirs.    This  it  was  agreed  should  be  in 
your  and  my  name,  subject  to  our  agreement  with  him,  by  which  he  was 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  ourselves.    During  the  whole  of  this  ne-  i 
^tiation  Mr.  Bodisco  exhibited  the  most  anxious  desire  to  proaiote  the 
wterest  of  the  heirs,  and  did  not  at  any  time  in  any  manner,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, interfere  with  the  professional  pursuits  or  engagements  of  Mr.  Toch- 
man.   On  the  contrary,  he  approved  of  our  association  with  him,  stipu- 
lating only  that  he  should  not  be  obliged,  oficially  or  otherwise^  to  tecog*  | 
nised  him  as  counsel. 

Thus  matters  remained  for  more  than  a  year,  when  Mr.  Tochman  ad-  i 
dressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bodisco,  in  substance  charging  us  with  endeavoring 
to  get  the  power  of  attorney  to  which  I  have  referred  above,  with  intent 
to  defraud  him.  We  then  broke  offourassociadon  with  him,  and  refused 
to  recognise  him  in  any  way.  We  claimed  to  represent  the  heirs  under 
the  authority  vested  in  us.    He  claimed  under  the  power  to  Chutkowskii 
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end  by  vhttie  of  ti  (XMrraspondenee  he  had  had  direcdy  with  some  of  the 
heirs«  .The  contest  arose  in  the  orphans'  court.  The  judge  of  tliat  court 
(eh  great  difficulty  in  the  matter,  and,  as  I  learned  from  him,  waited,  in 
t^mpaoy  with  Mr.  D.  Jenifer,  on  Mr.  Bodisco,  to  obtain  from  him  a 
history  cA  the  facts,  which  would  enable  him  to  decide  who  was  entitled 
•to  represent  the  heirs.  We  also  (you  and  I)  having,  as  we  thought,  good 
reason  for  the  coarse  we  then  pursued,  called  upon  Mr.  Bodisco  to  address 
a  letter  to  the  judge,  which  should  tend  to  preserve  the  riehts  of  the  heirs 
till  they  could  be  heard  6omin  some  authentic  shape.  We  applied  to  him 
as  the  agent  from  and  through  whom  we  had  received  our  authority,  and 
jtU  the  documents  tending  to  support  the  pretensions  of  the  parties  we  rep- 
resented, which  papers  and  documents  had  been  prepared  at  the  expense 
of  the  Bstkos  alone.  He  did  write  the  letter  thus  requested  by  us,  ana  that 
is  the  second  interference.  In  this  he  was  fully  justified  by  the  instruc- 
tions he  had  received  from  his  government,  by  his  relation  to  the  heirs, 
and  by  the  obligation  he  owed  lis  to  sustain  us  in  the  position  in  which 
we  were  placed,  acting  under  the  authority  thus  derived  from  and  through 
him.  It  could  make  no  difference  who  was  the  person  who  was  seeking 
to  supplant  Qs, 

The  letter  you  refer  to,  to  Mrs.  Estko,  was  then  written  and  forwarded 
by  you.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  Captain  Ladislaus  Yankovitch 
^Wankowics)  was  introd«ced  lo  us  by  Mr,  Bodisco  as  one  of  the  heirs 
of  Kosciusko,  and  as  representing  some  others.  He  professed  and  de- 
clared that  he  came  to  us  of  his  own  accord ;  that  he  had  brought  with  him 
but  small  means,  as  he  expected,  in  consequence  of  letters  written  by  Mr. 
Tochman,  to  receive  his  portion  of  the  estate  shortly  after  his  arrival,  and 
diat  he  had  received  kindne^  and  -courtesy  from  the  Russian  legation, 
particulariy  from  Mr.  Bodisco*  Mr.  Cramer,  the  secretary  of  legation, 
.  repeatedly  came  with  him  to  act  as  interpreter.  He  engaged  us,  and  we 
went  tb  work.  In  the  soring  he  told  me  the  affair  was  likely  to  be  pro- 
tracted a  long  time,  ana  he  could  not  live  here;  that  he  had  during  the 
winter  feceiv^  aid  from  the  Russian  legation,  or  he  could  not  have  paid 
his  board.  He  asked  me  to  lend  him  money  on  the  strength  of  his  claim, 
lo  return  to  Russia,  or  to  buy  it  at  any  sacrifice;  and  finally,  on  my  de- 
clining both  of  these  propositions,  he  insisted  that  I  should  unite  in  ob- 
taining 'a  law  to  remove  the  cases  to  some  other  court.  This  also  I  de- 
clined; told  him  I  thought  I  perceived  he  was  dissatisfied,  and  advised 
him,  if  so,  to  employ  other  counsel.  This  was  my  last  interview  with  him, 
and  very  shortly  after  that  he  revoked  the  authority  he  had  given  to  us. 

From  1842,  then,  to  this  time,  I  have  witnessed  the  progress  of  these 
cases,  and  had  opportunities  to  observe  the  conduct  ef  Mr.  Bodisco.  I  know 
that  be  made  an  effort  lo  obtain  permission  for  Mr.  Chutkowski  to  return 
CO  Poland;  that  he  did  not  at  any  time,  to  my  knowledge,  obiect  to  the 
employment  of  Mr.  Tochman,  unless  that  employment  required  his  recog- 
nitk)o  of  him;  that  he  even  advised  his  employment,  so  that  he  should  not 
officially  be  obliged  to  notice  it;  that  he  has  uniforaily,  actively,  and  earn- 
estly, with  promptness  and  courtesy,  acted  in  all  instances  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  heirs;  that  he  treated  Yankovitch  (Wankowicz)  with  kind- 
ness and  cotirtesy,  (and,  as  I  understood  from  the  laUer,  lent  him  money 
for  his  sufq^rt;)  and  when,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Tochmati,  Mr.  Reverdy 
Johnson  came  into  the  cause  without  my  knowledge,  and  without  yours, 
as  I  understand,  (we  still  claiming  the  exclusive  right  to  control  it,)  he  re- 
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'  iierred  him  to  ns  for  information  as  to  the  doeametiiB  in  onr  possession. 

'  We  have  since  received  a  full^  absohite  power  of  attorney  fiom  the  heirs 

-  representii^  the  Estko  branchy  and  revoking  all  ftrtner  powersy  yet  acting 
under  his  instruction  and  authority.    These  papers  and  documents  m 

'  still  open  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Johnson.  He  has  not  made  any  ap- 
plication to  us  for  that  purpose^  and  no  denial  has  ever  been  given  bf  me^ 

*  nor,  I  presume,  by  you,  to  any  oiie  properly  authorized  by  any  of  the  heirs 

'  to  inspect  them.  I  cannot,  then,  conceive  the  least  shadow  pf  complaint 
which  can  be  urged  against  Mr.  Bodisc^)^  unless  it  be  that  he  will  not  at- 
tempt to  take  from  us  (duly  authorized  attorneys)  papers  and  documents 
placed  in  our  hands  by  our  clients,  at  whose  expense  alone  they  were  pre- 

'  pared,  to  put  them  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  have  no  right  to  them. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

J09.  H,  BRADLEY. 
P.  R.  Pendall,  Esq. 


MEMORIAL  of  Ladiilaua  Wankowicz,  groat-^ndnepbefr  of  Koaciatko,  and  of  O.TMh* 
man,  atlornay  of  the  hein  of  Koaciuako,  praying  that  meaaora  be  taken  to  protect  eeittia 
rights  of  the  heira  of  Koedusko. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeiniaihes  in  Congms 

aaeenMed: 

The  heirs  of  General  Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  through  the  mediumof 
their  cousin,  Ignatius  Chutkowski,  residinc;  in  New  York,  engaged  the 
legal  services  of  6.  Tochman,  a  naturalized  citizen  and  meml^r  of  Ae 
bar  of  tfie  United  States,  to  recover  certain  property  which  General  Thad- 
deus Kosciusko  brought  from  Poland  to,  and  left  in,  this  country  in  1798. 

Your  memorialist,  G.  Tochman,  is  a  native  of  Poland,  served  as  major 
in  the  Pohsh  army  during  the  revolutionary  war  of  1830  against  Russia, 
and  was  subsequently  elected  vice-president  of  the  Polish  council  in 
France.  For  these  and  other  services  which  he  rendered  to  his  native 
land  he  had  his  property  in  Poland  confiscated,  was  exUed,  and  disqaali- 
fied  by  the  laws  of  Russia  from  transacting  any  business  for  the  subjects 
of  the  Russian  empire. 

It  is  not  questioned  that  the  Russian  government  has  a  rigiit,  secured 
to  it  by  international  policy,  to  enforce,  to  the  ftill  extent,  the  severity  of 
its  laiws  upon  any  of  its  subjects  within  the  dominione  of  Rasma,  and 
within  the  dominions  of  subjected  Poland;  but  it  is  submitted  to  the 
honorable  the  Congress,  that  Mr.  de  Bodisco,  minister  from  Russia  to  this 
'government,  undertook  to  enforce  those  laws  upon  your  memorialist; 
u.  Tochihan,  «n  this  c&tmtry  of  his  adopiion — ^which  is  inconsistent  with 
tfie  principles  of  international  law,  as  aefiued  by  Hubems,  Lib.  I,  lit.  3, 
de  Conflictu  Legum,  ^  2,  p.  638;  Story's  Conflicts  of  Law,  §  29;  Yat- 
tel's  book  IV,  chap.  VII,  %  94. 

To  attain  tfiis  illegal  purpose,  Mr.  de  Bodisco  officially  interfered  be- 
tween the  heirs  of  General  Kosciusko  and  your  memorialist,  G.  Tochman; 
he  caused  to  be  prepared  here,  in  the  name  of  two  lawyeis  of  the  Wash- 
higton  bar,  a  form  of  a  power  of  attorney  intended  to  supersede  the  an- 
thority  of  your  memorialist,  O.  Tochmian,  and  forwarded  the  same  to  St. 
Petersburg,  requesting  his  government  to  obtain  the  signatoiea  of  tbe 
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heirs,  whereby  he  openly  violated  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Kussia,  which  secures  to  the  subjects  of  the 
fespective  countiies  the  exclusive  management  of  their  legal  business  in 
the  countries  of  the  parties  to  that  treaty,  as  it  will  fully  appear  from  the 
treaty  of  1832,  vol.  8,  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  p.  448,  §  10. 

It  is  submitted  to  the  honorable  the  Congress  that  some  of  the  heirs  of 
Kosciusko  were  forced  to  sign  that  form  of  power  of  attorney,  son^e  resist 
it  to  this  day,  and  one  branch  obtained  leave  from  the  Russian  govern- 
ment to  send  one  of  its  members  to  this  country  to  take  the  business, 
tmder  their  special  control,  which  devolved  upon  your  memorialist,  Ladis-^ 
laus  ^Viadislas)  Wankowicc,  great-grandnephew  of  General  Kosciusko. 

It  is  further  submitted  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that  when  your  memo- 
rialist, Wankowicz,  cwai/t  to  this  country,  Mr.  de  Bodisco  interfered  again 
with  the  business,  and  forced  upon  him  two  lawyers  of  his  own  choice,. 
(Messrs.  Pendall  and  Joseph  U.  Bradley;)  and  when  your  memorialist, 
Wankowicz, expressed  his  desire  to  retain  as  his  counsel  the  Hon.  Reveir- 
dy  Johnson,  who,  before  the  arrival  of  your  memorialist  to  this  country,, 
had  associated  in  the  cases  with  Major  U.  Tochman,  he  (Mr.  de  Bodisco) 
denied  him  this  privilege,  saying  ^^I  hate  Mr.  Johnson  because  he  aids 
that  rebel  Tochman.'' 

Unjustifiable  and  offensive  as  was  this  interference  of  Mr.  de  Bodisco 
with  the  rights  of  your  memorialist  (Wankowicz)  in  this  land  of  liberty,' 
he  was  obliged  from  policy  to  submit  to  it — the  laws  of  Russia  making^ 
punishable  as  rebellion  disobedience  to  its  ministers,  even  in  foreign 
countries.  But  your  memorialist  soon  perceived  that  he  could  not  con- 
tinue to  obey  Mr.  de  Bodisco's  directions  without  impairing  his  own  goo4 
name,  and  exposing  to  great  injury  his  interest,  as  well  as  that  of  other, 
heirs,  in  the  estate  which  General  Kosciusko  left  in  this  country.  These 
considerations  decided  your  memorialist  (Wankowicz)  to  discontinue  his 
communication  with  Mr.  de  Bodisco;  and  Messrs.  P.  R.  Fendall  and 
Joseph  H.  Bradley  were  informed  by  a  letter  that  henceforth  the  Hon. 
Xeverdy  Johuson  and  Major  G.  Tochman  were  his  counsel  again. 

This  occurrence  was  reported  by  Mr.  de  Bodisco  to  his  government, 
and,  by  reason  thereof,  the  property  of  your  memorialist  (Wankowicz)  in^ 
Lithuania  became  confiscated.  Your  memorialist,  upon  lesoming  it,  de- 
daied  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  subse- 
quently prepared  and  sent,  through  the  medium  of  the  Hon.  A.  P.  Bagby, 
^ea  minister  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  a  memorial  to  his 
Majesty  the  Bmperor  of  Russia,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed  to  this  me- 
morial, and  marked  No.  1. 

It  is  further  submitted  to  the  honorable  the  Congress  that,  shortly  after 
the  memorial  addressed  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  sent  to 
St.  Petersburg,  your  memorialist  (Wankowicz)  received  a  letter  firom  a 
cousin  informing  him  that  Mr.  Nesselrode,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of 
the  empire  of  Russia,  disavowed  the  interference  of  Mr.  de  Bodisco  in 
the  legal  business  of  the  heirs  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Whereupon  your  memorialist  (Wankowicz)  addressed  to  Mr.  Nesselrode 
a  note  explaining  the  motives  why  he  had  sent  his  memorial  directly  to 
the  Emperor,  leaping  over  the  doors  of  his  office;  a  copy  of  this  note, 
with  its  exhibits,  is  hereto  annexed,  and  marked  No.  2. 

Soon  after  thai,  the  Hon.  A.  P.  Bacby  returned  from  St.  Petersburg, 
and  from  him  your  memorialist  learned  that  his  memorial  to  the  Emperor 
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did  not  reach  Mr.  Bagby,  he  havinff  left  St.  Petersburg  befere  th^  maiT* 
which  carried  it  reachel  that  city;  the  Hon.  A.  P.  Bagby  therefore  wrote 
from  Washington  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg^ 
requesting  hhn  to  open  the  letter  addressed  to  him,  in  which  said  memo- 
rial to  the  Emperor  was  enclosed,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  Mr.  Nessel- 
rode,  to  whom  he  also  addressed  a  note  herewith  annexed,  marked  No.  3. 

As  to  this  day  your  memorialist  (Wankowicz)  received'  na  answer  from 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  nor  from  Mr.  Nesselrode,  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  of  the  empire  of  Russia,  yom*  memoriafists  most  respectfully 
solicit  for  the  heirs  of  Kosciusko  the  protection  of  this  honoranle  Con- 
gress, by  adopting  such  measures  in  the  premises  as,  in  the  wisdom  of 
your  honorable  body,  may  be  deemed  proper  and  effective,  and  would  call 
the  attention  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  t*  the  memorial 
which  your  memorialist  (Wankowicz)  addressed  to  him. 

Your  memorialists  respectftilly  submit  to  the  honorable  the  CcMigress,. 
that  the  issue  of  the  memorial  addressed  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  in- 
volves the  fortunes,  and  perhaps  personal  liberty,  of  aH  the  heirs  of  General 
Kosciusko  living  under  the  government  of  Russia — of  a  Koscitfsko  who' 
fought  during  the  revolutionary  war  of  America  by  the  side  of  the  illus- 
trious sires  of  this  great  republic^  and  never  claimed  any  remuneratioiv 
fcr  it. 

Your  memorialists  ftirther  submit,  that  all  the  misfortunes  set  forth  in 
that  memorial  and  its  exhibits  have  befallen  the  heirs  of  Kosciusko  in  as- 
serting here  their  rights  to  the  property  which  General  Kosciuske  hrot^ht 
to  this  country  from  PoUmd  after  he  was  rdeased  from  the  prisons  of  St. 
Petersburg,  into  which  the  last  downfall  of  Poland  threw  him — an  evei\t 
which  the  celebrated  poet  announced  to  the  workl  in  thia  significant  lan- 
guage: 

**  Hopct  for  A.PMfton,  bade  the  world  fturewell, 
And  Freedom  shrieked  an  Koeciueko  fel^  V^ 

From  these  considerationsy  therefore,,  the  memorialists,  who  represent 
here  all  the  heirs  of  Kosciusko  who  cannot  speak  for  themselves,  beg^ 
kave  to  hope  that  the  honorable  Congress  will  give  prompt  and  efiecdve 
attention  to  this  their  memorial. 

LADISLAUS  WANKOWICZ, 
Greed  grandnephew  o/f  Gpeneml  Koaciusko. 
a  TOCHMAN, 

Attorney  of  the  heirs  of  K^sehisko^ 


[Traaslated  from  the  French.} 

Wasthincton,  I>.  C,  April  14,  1849^ 

Sire  :  The  undersigned,,  great-grandnephew  of  General  Thaddeits. 
Kosciusko,  submits  to  your  Majesty  the  following  complaint  against  Mr. 
de  Bodisco,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotenrtiary  of  your 
Majesty  near  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  late  General  Thaddeus  Kosciusko  left  in  the   United  States   of 
..America  a  fund,  which  hasaccumolated  to  &e  amoimt  of  $60,000  Uuked 
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JStates  cunency.  This  estate  devolves  by  succession  upon:  the  grand- 
childien  and  great-grandchildren  of  the  two  sisters  of  General  Kosciusko — 
Ann,  who  was  married  to  Peter  Estko^  and  Catharine;  who  was  married 
to  Charles  Zolkowski. 

In  1818,  the  late  Stanislaus  Estko,  major  in  the  Polish  army,  and 
grand-nephew  of  General  Kosciusko,  was  informed  of  the  opening 
(I'ouverture)  of  the  said  succession,  by  Mr.  de  Poletico,  then  minister  of 
your  Majesty's  august  predecessor  to  the  government  of  the  United 
otates  of  America,  through  Prince  Zaigczck,  then  viceroy  of  the  king- 
dom of  Poland.  In  1823,  the  said  Stanislaus  Estko,and  Mrs.  Catharine 
Estko,  widow  of  Thaddeus  Estko,  the  latter  acting  in  the  name  of  her 
minor  children,  requested  and  authorized  Baron  de  Thuye,  who  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  de  Poletico  as  minister,  to  retain  a  counsel  who  would  prose- 
cute the  claim  of  the  heirs  to  the  said  succession.  Messrs.  Swann  & 
Sampson,  members  of  the  Washington  bar,  were  retained  as  their  coun- 
sel; but  both  died  in  1836,  leaving  the  suit  unfinished;  and  since  tha( 
time  there  was  no  one  in  the  United  States  to  mana^  the  case.  This 
encouraged  a  certain  Klimkiewicz  to  arrogate  to  himself  the  title  of 
^rand-nephew  of  General  Kosciusko,  and  to  commence  legal  proceedings 
m  order  to  get  possession  of  the  estate.  Mr.  de  Bodisco,  who  succeeded 
Baron  de  Thuye,  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  imposture  of  Klimkiewicz i; 
but  did  not  take  any  measure  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
heirs.  It  was  Ignatius  Chutkowski,a  cousin  of  the  Estko  family  re- 
siding in  the  United  States,  who  exposed  the  imposition  of  Klimkiewicz^ 
and  informed  his  cousins  (the  Estkos)  of  it,  who,  upon  obtaining  permis- 
sion from  your  Majesty's  government  at  Grodno,  hastened  to  prepare  and 
send  to  him  a  power  of  attorney  with  authority  to  employ  counsel  who 
would  jNTosecute  their  claim.  But  the  difficulties  which  said  Ignatius 
Chutkowski  experienced  on  the  part  of  the  Washington  lawyers,  induced 
him  to  request  his  cousins  (the  Estkos)  to  solicit  m  him  tke  protection 
of  Mr.  de  Bodisco,  and  accordingly  Mrs.  Estko  wrote  two  letters  to  the 
minister,  one  of  which  was  delivered  to  him  personally  by  Chutkowski. 

Mr.  de  Bodisco,  instead  of  aiding  Mr.  Chutkowski  in  the  employment 
of  a  counsel,  as  he  was  requested  by  Mrs.  Estko,  attempted  to  withdraw 
fix>m  him  the  superintendence  of  the  suit.  He  recommended  two  law- 
yers of  his  own  choice  to  the  Estkos,  one  of  whom  was  a  relative  of  the 
administrator  against  whom  the  suit  for  the  recovery  of  the  estate  was 
to  be  instimted,  and  the  other  refused  even  to  confer  on  the  subject  with 
Mr.  Chutkowski.  This  circumstance  compelled  Mr.  Chutkowski  to 
make  use  of  his  authority  by  engaging  the  legal  services  of  Major  G. 
Tochman,  a  member  of  the  New  York  bar.  He  informed  his  cousins 
(the  Estkos)  of  this,  who  approved  his  choice,  and  communicated  the 
same  to  Mr.  de  Bodisco  by  a  letter^  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed 
and  marked  A. 

Major  G.  Tochman  found  the  administrator,  in  whose  hands  the  estate 
was,  in  an  insolvent  condition,  but  succeeded  by  prompt  process  in 
securing  the  whole  fund;  and  as  he  also  brought  to  light  a  will  of  Gene- 
ral Kosciusko^  the  existence  of  which  was  concealed  from  the  heirs  during 
nearly  thirty  years,  and  which  annuls  the  former  wills  which  were  op- 
posea  to  their  claim,  it  was,  therefore,  he  who  really  saved  the  estate  and 
established  the  foundation  of  the  right  of  the  heirs.  Nevertheless,  Mr, 
de  Bodisco  undertook  to  take  away  fix)m  the  Major  the  management  of 
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the  case,  he  being  a  politicaT  PoHsh  exile^  aiwl,  as  Mr.  de  Bodisco  dton^t, 
incapable  of  transacting  any  business  whatever  for  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects even  in  the  United  States.  The  Major  resisted  this  interference  in 
his  legal  business  within  the  United  States  as  an  encroachment  upon  his 
privileges  as  a  citizen  of  those  States,  not  denying,  however,  the  power 
of  your  Majesty's  government  to  enforce  upon  him  the  severity  of  that 
rule  within  your  Majesty's  dominions.  To  defeat  this  resistance,  Mr.  de 
Bodisco  made  to  yeur  Majesty's  ministry  a  repbrt,  being  on  file  amon^ 
the  papers  of  Mr.  de  Polenoff,  director  of  the  home  department,  in  which 
he  aepreciated  the  Major's  persond  character,  in  order  to  induce  your 
Majesty's  govemmeiit  to  force  the  heirs  of  Kosciusko  to  sign  a  form  of  a 
power  of  attorney  which  he  had  caused  to  be  prepared  here  in  the  name  of 
two  lawyers  ofhis  own  choice.  By  such  means,  some  members  of  the  Estka 
fiunily  tvere  compelled  to  sign  the  said  form  of  a  power  of  attorney.  As 
to  the  Zolkowski  fiunily,  they  determined  to  send  one  of  their  members 
10  the  United  States  to  attend  to  their  interests.  Whereupon  the  unde^ 
signed,  after  having  obtained  permission  from  your  Majesty's  government, 
came  to  Washington  in  September,  1847,  where  he  learned  that,  shortly' 
before,  the  honorable  Jurisconsult  Reverdy  Johnson,  then  senator  ana 
now  member  of  the  cabinet  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  had 
associated  himself  with  Major  Tochman  as  counsel  of  the  heirs:  a  sufi 
ficient  proof  of  itself  to  what  a  degree  the  said  report  of  Mr.  de  Bodisco, 
so  fer  as  it  relates  to  Major  Tochman,  was  incorrect.  Mr.  de  Bodisco, 
however,  instantly  ordered  the  undersigned  to  revoke  the  authority  of 
Major  Tochman;  and  farther,  he  forbade  him  to  employ  as  his  counsel 
tSie  honorable  and  distinguished  senator  Reverdy  Jonnson,  because  he 
had  associated  himself  With  the  former. 

Although  this  change  of  counsel  was  very  injurious  to  the  interest  of 
the  heirs,  the  undersigned  submitted,  fearing  lest  his  opposition  mieht  be 
construed  as  rebellion  against  your  Majesty.  But  he  soon  perceived  that, 
were  he  to  continue  to  fellow  the  directions  of  Mr.  de  Bodisco,  he  would 
itgure  his  name  and  honor.  Persuaded  that  your  Majesty  would  not 
require  of  the  heirs  of  a  Kosciusko  such  a  sacrifice,  the  undersigned 
notified  the  lawyers  forced  upon  him  by  Mr.  de  Bodisco  that  their  author- 
ity was  revoked,  and  that  henceforth  the  honorable  senator  Reverdy 
Johnson  and  Major  G.  Tochman  were  his  legal  counsel.    ^    . 

Mr.  de  Bodisco,  upon  learning  this,  attempted  to  insult  the  under- 
signed in  a  public  place  in  the  city  of  Washington,  by  threatening  that 
he  should  never  see  his  country,  meaning  that  he  would  be  transported 
to  Siberia  if  he  should  return  tnere.  Since  that  time  the  undersigned 
teceived  no  communication  from  his  relatives.  He  has,  however,  been 
informed  through  other  channels  that  his  propfefty  in  Lithuania,  the  vil- 
lage Kataionka,  situate  in  the  district  of  Wiluo,  has  been  confiscated. 
This  is  the  reason  why  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  submit,  most  re* 
spectfully,  the  foregoing  circumstances  to  the  supreme  consideration  of 
your  Majesty,  supplicating  that  it  may  please  your  Majesty  graciously  t» 
direct — 

That  an  order  be  given  to  Mr.  de  Bodisco  not  to  interfere  any  more  in 
the  said  affair. 

That  an  order  be  given  to  the  respective  authorities  not  to  mole5t  the 
tther  heirs  of  Kosciusko. 

That^  finally^  full  liberty  be  granted  td  tfie  heirs  to  employ  the  counsd 
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of  their  own  choica  fcr  the  jmMlecution  of  their  claim  to  the  succession  of 
Kosciusko  in  the  United  States. 

As,  besides,  the  undersigned  has  reason  to  suppose  that  Mr.  de  Bo- 
disco  maf  have  made  some  report  less  favorable  to  hitn  to  your  Majesty'^i 
government;  he  takes  the  liberty  to  state  that  he  was  captain  in  the  third, 
corps  of  infiufitry  of  your  Majesty's  army;  that  he  obtained  a  most  honora- 
ble discbarge;  that  he  was  then  elected  and  appointed  as  judge  of  the: 
district  of  Wilno^  and  that  he  performed  the  duties  of  that  office  honora^. 
My;  all  which  is  ptoved  by  the  certificate  herewith  enclosed  and  marked 
B.  And  for  further  testimony  as  to  his  personal  character,  he  refers  to. 
General  Tymoficjef,  lat^  commander  of  the  6ch  division  and  now  com- 
mander of  the  5th  corps  of  infontry  of  your  Majesty's  army,  and  also  to^ 
all  the  officers  of  the  regiment  Branskoy,  in  winch  the  undersigned 
served 

LADISLAUS  WANKOWICZ, 
Great  grandnephew  of  General  Thaddeus  Kosciusko. 

To  his  Mhjesty  Nicolas  the  First, 

Emperor  of  all  the  Russias. 


A. 

[TnuMlttod  from  tire  PoUih.] 

SiECHNOwiczB,  December  24, 1845. 
Dear  Cousin:  We  willingly  consent  to  Mr.  Tochman  being  our  attor- 
ney, whom  yon  have  recommended  to  us  as  a  gentleman  of  honor  and  of 
integrity.  We  rely  upon  you,  dear  cousin,  being  entirely  convinced  that 
jon  are  incapable  of  doing  anything  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  our 
loterest. 

As  to  the  lawyers  whom  his  EtceBency  Mr,  Bodisco  recommends  to  tts§ 
,wehave  no  cmfidence  in  ifiomy  as  they  make  propositions  which  we  cannot 
accept.  They  ask  from  us  $500  in  advance:  it  inclines  us  to  the  belief 
diat  they  are  interested  persons. 

I  send  you,  my  dear  cousin,  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  his  Excellency 
Mr.  Bodiico  wrote  to  me^  and  also  a  copyof  the  official  despatch  of  his 
Excellency  Mr.  Bodisco  as  ambassador  at  Washington  city,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  our  foreign  minister  Mr.  Nesselrode,  in  order  that 
the  latter  might  communicate  it  to  us.  Perhaps  it  will  be  of  some  use  to 
you:  it  may  be  that  you  will  discover  the  designs  of  those  gendemen  there. 
I  beg  you,  my  dear  cousin  Ignatius,  to  inform  us  what  became  of  the  land 
in  Ohio,  of  which  those  gentlemen  write  to  us  as  being  lost  to  us,  as  3^u 
will  see  it  from  the  papers  which  I  herein  enclose  to  you.  It  seems  to  us 
that  it  cannot  be  so,  as  these  gentlemen  tel)  us.  We  cannot  understand 
how  the  land  could  be  sold  before  its  owner  was  found  out.  As  to  tho 
debts  of  Klimkiewics,  if  we,  lawful  heirs  of  Kosciusko,  gain  the  suit,  it 
will  show  that  Klimkiewiez  was  an  impostor^  and  whatever  d^ts  he  might 
have  coDtxacted,  they  cannot  bind  our  fund. 

TTie  ambassador,  Mr.  Bodisco,  says,  in  his  letter,  that  we  are  bound  to 
lemunerate  the  fonner  lawyers.  I  do  not  know  why;  they  have  done 
nothings  and  it  is  only  to  your  interference  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
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delay  which  was  necessary  to  enable  us — ^living,  as  we  are^  at  so  great  »• 
distance — to  collect  the  evidence  of  our  inheritance. 

I  send  you^  also^  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  have  writien  jusi  now  to 
the  ambasscuior,  begging  him  to  remit  the  pcq^ers  to  the  counael  whom  you 
have  recommiended  to  us, 

I  write  also  to  Mr.  Tochman^  begging  him  to  take  under  his  care  oiu 
business,  and  securing  to  him  the  remuneration  fer  his  leg^al  serriees  which 
you  promised  to  him.  I  think  that  our  word  should  satisfy  him  as  to  the 
assurance  of  his  pay,  and  we  hope  he  will  take  up  our  business  and  prose- 
cute it  with  activity. 

We  beg  yoUy  however y  dear  cousin^  to  tell  Mr.  Tochman  that  he  will  be 
entitled  to  his  remtmeratum  when  he  shall  have  gained  our  cause. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  give  him  a  formm  power  of  attorney ,  please 
itrform  us  of  it;  and  as  you  hive  also  a  power  of  attorney  from  uSy  on  the 
strength  of  which  you  will  please  to  authorize  him  in  the  meanwhile  to  pro- 
ceed immedicUely. 

You  propose  to  us  that  we  should  name  another  counsel  in  the  person 
of  Mr.  Bradley.*  If  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  we  agree  to  it;  but  it  would 
be  better  if  it  could  be  done  without  him,  for  it  would  be  necessary  to  pay 
him  also;  and  if  we  could  save  some  money  by  dispensing  with  his  services, 
we  should  prefer  to  offer  you  a  still  larger  compensation. 

As  to  the  business  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Mange,  we  have  made  the  neces- 
sary inquiries;  but  until  now,  nothing  has  been  accomplished. 

Farewell,  my  dear  Ignatius.    Your  well-wishing  cousin, 

CATHARINE  ESTKO, 

Mr.  Ignatius  Chutkowski. 


[Tranilated  from  the  French.]  ^       • 

Copied  from  the  letter  of  Mrs.  Catharine  Estko  to  Mr.  de  Bodisco,  elated 
November  2,  (14)  1845. 

I  cannot  suflSciently  express  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness  with  which 
your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  interest  himself  in  our  affair,  vi^hich 
encourages  me  yet  to  address  myself  to  your  Grace.  Be  so  good  as  to 
accept  the  assurance  that  your  advice  is  ot  the  highes^ importance  to  me; 
but  your  Excellency  is,  perhaps,  not  aware  that  Mr.  Smith  is  a  relative  to 
Mr.  Bomford.  I  beg  leave  also  to  remind  you  that  we  must  proceed 
against  the  administrator,  who  uses  the  funds;  besides  that,  at  present  it 
is  beyond  our  power  to  send  the  sum  of  $600  required  of  us.  Our  cousin, 
Mr.  Chutkowski,  has  given  us  proofs  of  his  devotion  and  fidelity:  he 
reconunends  to  us  for  our  counsel  Mr.  Tochman,  of  New  York;  and  as 
it  appears  from  the  letter  of  the  4th  (16th)  May,  1845,  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  from  your  Excellency,  that  the  lawyers  are  not  legally 
retained,  yet,  pursuant  to  the  permission  which  has  been  granted  us  to 
select  counsel  who  would  defend  our  cause  in  the  courts  of  America,  we 

*  Mr.  Bradley  woe  nerer  employed  under  this  aathcrity  by  Mr.  Chutkowski ;  he  ^iras  em- 
ployed, together  with  Mr.  Fendnll,  by  Major  Tochman }  but  this  flff^ftrifl1t1^n  woa  diaaolred  u 
conecquenoe  of  Mr.  Bodiaco^  intcrfercnoe  m  tiiia  affiur. 
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wish  to  give  preference  to  the  last  named  gentleman.  Your  Excellency 
witty  therefore,  please  to  excuse  me  for  requesting  that  this  change  of 
counsel  be  allowed;  and  I  b^  you  to  transmit  to  him,  through  Mr.  Chut- 
kowski;  residing  in  New  York,  the  papers  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
former  counsel.  May  it  please  your  Excellency  to  consider  that  Messrs. 
Fendall  and  Smith  have  not  advanced  our  affair;  consequently,  I  suppose 
they  have  no  right  to  claim  fees^  ice. 


B. 

[Trantlation  (W>m  the  Ruatian.] 

CERTIFICATE.  [GoTernment  stamp.] 

By  order  by  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias,  the 
circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Wilno  gives  this  present  to  the  judge  of  this 
court,  Ladislaus  Wankowicz,  late  captain  in  tne  army,  and  certifies  that 
he,  Wankowicz,  as  is  proved  by  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  military 
service,  professes  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  was  born  of  a  noble  family, 
is  unmarried.     That  he  entered  the  military  service  as  private  in  the 
Field-marshal  Wellington's  regiment  of  infantry  on  the  23d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1829;  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  in  the  same  regiment 
on  the  20th  day  ot  November,  1829;  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  cadet  on 
the  11  th  day  of  August,  1830;  was  commissioned  as  third  lieutenant  on 
the22d  of  June,  1832;  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  Decem- 
ber 3, 1834;  to  the  rank  of  adjutant  of  battalion  on  the  12th  day  of  June, 
IS35;  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  on  the  Ist  day  of  August,  1837;  was 
complimented,  among  others,  by  a  tender  of  thanks  for  his  services,  and 
honorably  noticed  in  the  general  order  of  his  Majesty  of  the  8th  day  of 
August,  1835;  that  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  from  his  military 
service  in  the  rank  of  captain,  with  an  honorable  recommendation  bear- 
ing date  June  30,  1839;  on  the  llth  day  of  March,  1840,  he  was  elected 
by  the  assembly  of  the  citizens  of  the  district  of  Wilno  as  judge  of  the  cir- 
.  cuil  court  of  said  district,  which  last  post  he  occupied  until  the  20th  day 
ol  April,  1844;  he  was  never  fined  nor  court-martialed  during  his  military 
service;  and  peiiding  his  civil  functions,  he  signalized  himself  as  able 
and  worthy  oi  the  trust,  and  filled  the  office  with  integrity  and  laudable 
zeal.         >, 

In  testimony  whereof,  this  certificate  is  given  to  him  under  seal  of  the 
[l.  s.l  court,  in  the  city  of  Wilno,  this  15th  day  of  June,  1846. 

President  of  the  court,  BOGUCKI. 
Judge,  BOROWSKI. 
Judge,  JASIEWICZ. 
Judge  of  the  Crown,  NOWICKI. 
For  the  Secretary,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Government  of  Wilno: 

Secretary,  BYGHOWIEO. 
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Unxtbd  Statb8  op  Ambrica, 

Waakingimy  D.  C,  April  12, 1849. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  certificate  is  a  true  and  correct  trans- 
lation from  the  oriffinal^  written  in  the  Rassian  language^  and  translated 
by  me  the  day  and  the  year  above  written. 

STEPHEN  J.  DALLAS. 


No.  2. 
[Tnmslated  from  the  French  ] 

Sir:  I  have  addressed^  on  the  I4th  of  April;  a  memorial  to  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor,  of  which  the  enclosed  (marked  A)  is  a  copy. 

In  answer  to  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson,  then  a  senator, 
and  now  a  member  of  the  cabinet  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Twho  defends,  with  Major  G.  Tochman,  the  cases  of  the 
heirs  of  General  Kosciusko,  pending  in  American  courts,)  to  deliver  up  to 
him  the  documents  relating  to  said  cases,  Mr.  de  Bodisco,  against  whom 
the  enclosed  memorial  contains  a  complaint,  answered,  by  a  letter  of 
which  the  enclosed  (marked  B)  is  a  copy,  that  he  had,  by  order  of  his 
Majesty *8  government,  confided  the  affairs  of  the  heirs  to  the  care  of 
Messrs.  Fendall  and  Bradley.  I  could  not  then  but  presume  that  he 
had  acted  so  under  the  instructions  from  your  Excellency,  and  this'  is  the 
reason  why  I  took  measures  to  have  my  memorial  delivered  directly  to 
his  Majesty. 

Having  now  learned,  from  a  most  reliable  source,  that  your  Excellency 
did  not  direct  Mr.  de  Bodisco  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  heirs,  1  deem 
it  due  to  your  Excellency  to  inform  you  of  the  motives  which  induced  jne 
to  address  my  memorial  directly  to  his  Majesty.  In  doing  this,  I  have 
also  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  whole  affair  set  forth  in 
the  memorial  Had  been  carried  by  Major  Tochman  before  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States;  that  it  was  severely  commented  upon  during  the  last 
session;  and  that  it  havinff  not  been  finally  decided,  the  debate  will  pro- 
bably be  resumed  during  the  session  of  the  next  Congress. 

'Disagreeable  as  it  is  to  me,  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  a  copy  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  whicl^pjontains  the  pro- 
ceedings* relative  to  this  subject.  This  document,  which  is  marked  C,* 
will  show  to  what  a  degree  the  uncalIed-forinterferenceofMr.de  Bodisco 
in  this  affair  became  injurious  hereto  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  his 
master.  I  really  believe  that  I  render  some  service  to  the  government  of 
his  Majesty  by  placing  it  in  a  position  to  escape  the  discredit  which  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  de  Bodisco  has  thrown  upon  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

LADISLAUS  WANKOWICZ, 
Great'grandnephew  of  General  K&9ciusko. 

To  his  Excellency  Count  de  Nesselrode, 

Minister  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  aU  the  Russias. 

*This  exhibit  will  be  found  in  the  CoDfreaeional  Globe  of  the  30th  Conffreea.  Ut  ieasiofi, 
—  818,819,69U,8S1,82S. 
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WA9HiNcrro^,  D.  C,  Mby  W,  1849. 

Sir:  It  appearing  from  the  letter  which  I  leceived  through  yoa  from 
my  cousin  Hippolitus  Bstko^  a  translation  of  which  Major  Tochman  has 
communicated  to  you,  that  the  Russian  ministiy  lately  answered  the  heirs 
of  Kosciusko  that  it  did  not  direct  Mr.  de  Boaisco  to  interfere  here  with 
their  business  relating  to  Kosciusko ^s  estate,  and  Mr.  de  Bodisco,  in  a  let* 
tcr  addressed  to  your  honor  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  1847,  which  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  Major  Tochman,  having  stated  in  express  terms 
that  "  the  Kosciusko  case  has  been  confided  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Ken- 
dall and  Bradley  by  order  of  his  government,"  I  beg  you  respectftiUv 
to  authorize  me  to  enclose  a  copy  of  said  letter  of  Mr.  de  Bodisco,  with 
a  correspondence  which,  in  addition  to  the  memorial  already  forwarded  to 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  I  propose  to  address  to  his  Prime  Minister^  Mr. 
de  Nesselrode. 

In  the  mean  time  I  take  the  liberty  of  soliciting  jrour  recommendation 
and  support  in  reference  to  the  application  whicn  Major  Tochman  has 
made  in  my  behalf  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Home  Department.  If  a 
pennanent  appointment  cannot  be  offered  to  me,  a  temporary^  until  1  re- 
cover at  least  a  portion  of  my  share  in  the  estate  of  Kosciusko,  would 
answer. 

As  you  know  well  the  peculiar  and  un^deasant  situation  in  which  I 
have  been  placed,  you  wul,  I  hope,  excuse  this  liberty,  and  accept  the 
assurance  of  the  highest  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  most  obedieht  servant, 

LADISLAUS  WANKOWICZ, 
Greai'grandn^phew  rf  Qewerul  Koacimko\ 

Hon.  Revxbdy  JoHiraoir, 

Attorney  General. 


WA8HiNGTosr>  Mb^  28, 1849. 
Sir:  The  letter  to  me  of  his  Excellency  Mr.  Bodisco,  to  which  your 
note  of  yesterday  refers,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  as  you  purpose. 

I  neca  hardly  add.  that  it  will  give  me  unaflected  pleasure  to  make  in- 
tercession for  you  with  Mr.  Ewing. 

A  descendant 'of  Kosciusko,  who  evidently  shares  in  the  patriotic  spirit 
of  his  ancestor,  can  never  fall  to  find  in  an  American,  who  is  not  dead 
to  the  past,  all  the  sympathy  which  his  condition  may  demand. 
Yours  with  regaird, 

RETERD Y  JOHNSON. 
Captain  Wankowicz, 

Wctehingtcn. 


B. 

WASHiNcmw,  Ndv^mber  9, 1847, 
Sir:  The  Eoscitisko  papers  have  been  intrusted  to  the  legation  bv  the 
imperial  government;  and  cannot  be  g^ven  up  without  a  formal  order  of 
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th«  Russian  Foreign  Office.  Though  I  do  not  exactly  know  what  interest 
you  can  take  in  this  affair^  I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  the 
Kosciusko  case  has  been  confided  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Pendall  and 
Bradley  by  order  of  my  government.  These  very  honorable  and  gener- 
ally respected  members  of  the  Washington  bar  have  free  access  to  the 
above-mentioned  papers,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you,  for  any  in- 
formation that  could  suit  your  purposes,  to  these  two  gentlemen^  whose 
high  standing  is  very  likely  known  to  you. 

I  remain,  with  high  regard,  your  very  humble  servant, 

A.  BODISCO. 
Hon.  Rrverdt  Johnson, 

United  Slates  Senator,  S^c.y  6^c. 


Answer  cf  the  Hon.  Revenfy  Johnson  to  the  above  letter  of  Mr.  Bodisco. 

Baltimore,  November  23,  1847. 

Sir:  Absence  from  home  for  some  days  has  prevented  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  until  now. 

I  have  no  copy  of  the  communication  of  the  Polish  gentleman  which 
I  enclosed  to  you;  but  if  you  will  refer  to  it,  you  will  see,  if  1  recollect  its 
contents,  that  it  requested  you  to  hand  the  papers  in  your  possession  re- 
lating to  the  estate  of  General  Kosciusko  to  me,  as  the  counsel  of  the 
heirs. 

The  interest,  then,  I  have  in  this  affair,  is  in  that  capacity;  and  I 
should  have  hoped  that  my  character  was  too  well  known  even  to  you  to 
have  had  it  doubted  for  a  moment  that  I  would  not  assume  to  attend,  of 
course,  in  any  case,  without  full  and  unquestionable  authority. 

This  authority,  in  the  United  States,  can  only  be  given  by  the  parties 
interested.  It  is  an  affair  with  which  government  has  nothing  to  do,  and 
with  which,  whether  foreign  or  domestic,  it  will  not  be  permitted  by  our 
courts  to  interfere. 

Suitors  with  us,  whether  Russians  or  Americans,  are  firee  to  select  their 
own  counsel,  whatever  may  be  the  case  elsewhere.  If,  therefore,  the  use 
of  the  papers  you  control  shall  become  necessary  in  the  promotion  of  the 
case  of  the  heirs  of  Kosciusko,  whom  I  represent,  I  shall  endeavor  to  ob- 
tmn  them  without  asking  for  an  order  from  the  Russian  Foreign  Office. 

As  to  Messrs.  Fendall  and  Bradley,  no  one  esteems  them  more  than  I 
do,  as  well  personally  as  professionally;  nor  have  I  any  doubt  that  they 
would  cheerfully  offer  me  any  information  they  may  possess,  important 
to  the  interest  of  the  heirs,  unless  forbid  to  do  so  by  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia, at  whose  instance,  through  you,  as  I  collect  from  your  letter,  they 
are  employed,  d&c. 


No.  3. 


Copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  A.  P.  Bagby  to  his  Excellency  Count  de 
Nesselrode,  Chancellor  of  the  jRussian  Empire. 

Mr.  Bagby  presents  his  respects  to  his  Excellency  Count  de  Nessel- 
rode, Chancellor  of  the  Russian  Empire,  and  begs  leave  to  inform  him^ 
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that  early  in  the  month  of  May  a  memorial  was  forwai^led  to  Mr.  B.,  ad- 
dressed to  his  imperial  Majesty,  by  Captain  Ladislaus  WankowicZ;  the 
grand-nephew  of  General  iLosciusko,  protesting  against  the  interference 
of  the  Count  de  Bodisco  in  certain  lawsuits  pending  in  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  which  the  heirs  of  General  Kos- 
ciusko are  parties.  Mr.  B.  is  informed  that  a  copy  of  said  memorial  was 
at  a  later  period  forwarded  to  your  Excellency.  Mr.  Bagby  has  this  day 
written  to  the  American  consul  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  deliver  said  memo- 
rial to  your  Excellency,  with  request  that  you  would  at  your  earliest 
convenience  deliver  it  to  his  imperial  Majesty.  The  object  of  this  com- 
munication is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  said  memorial,  and 
to  repeat  the  request  conveyed  to  your  Excellency,  through  Mr.  Ven- 
scha^n,  to  apprize  Captain  Wankowicz,  at  Washington,  of  his  imperial 
Majesty's  pleasure  in  Uie  premises.  Mr.  B.  does  not  pretend  to  judge  of 
the  fects  contained  in  the  said  memorial,  but  begs  leave  to  state  that  Cap- 
tain Wankowicz  has  recommended  himself  to  Mr.  B.'s  most  fevorable 
consideration,  by  the  great  propriety  of  his  deportment,  and  the  entire  re- 
spectability of  his  character. 

Mr.  B.  embraces  the  occasion  to  renew  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Empire 
the  best  wishes  for  his  continued  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Washinoton  City,  July  20,  1849. 
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31st Congress^  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doo« 

l^jSsmoft.  No.  61. 


REPORT 

tr 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY, 


In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  May^  in  rela- 
tion to  allowances  to  naval  officers. 


May  28,  1850. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Navy  Departmejtt, 

May  27,  1850. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  reports  from  the  chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Navy  Yards  and  Docks  and  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  instant, 
in  relation  to  allowances  to  officers  of  the  navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON, 
flon.  Millard  Fillmore, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  StateSy 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 


Treasury  Department, 
Fhurth  Auditor's  Office^  May  22,  1850. 
Sir:  A  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  passed  on  the  80th 
instant,  calling  upon  the  Navy  Department  for  information  whether,  since 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1836,  regulating  the  pay  of  the  navy, 
''any  pay,  compensation  or  allowance,  under  any  circumstances  whatever, 
except  for  traveUing  expenses  when  under  orders,  has  been  received  by 
any  officer  of  the  navy,  either  by  furnishing  him  quarters  free  of  rent,  or 
furniture,  or  in  any  other  way  whatever,"  having  been  referred  to  this  office 
for  a  report,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  officer  of 
the  navy  (with  the  exception  of  pursers,  who  are  not  included  in  the  act 
just  mentioned)  having  received  from  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
treasury,  within  the  period  specified  in  tlie  resolution,  any  pay,  compensa- 
tbn  or  allowance,  not  specially  authorized  by  Congress,  except  the 
coaipensation  for  his  services  granted  by  the  said  act,  and  his  travelling 
expenses  when  under  orders;  nor  has  any  purser  received  from  the  said 
accounting  officers  any  such  extra  pay  or  allowance  since  the  passage  of 
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the  act  of  August  26th,  1842,  fixing  the  compensation  of  that  grade,  which 
contains  a  restriction  similar  to  that  imposed  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1835| 
in  reference  to  other  officers  of  the  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.  DAYTON. 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks^ 

May  22, 1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Senate's  resolu- 
tion of  the  20th  instant,  referred  by  you  to  this  bureau,  and  respectfully 
state,  in  reply  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  relates  to  this  bureau,  that 
since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1836,  regulating  the  pay  of 
the  navy,  no  pay,  compensation  or  allowance  whatever,  except  for  travelling 
expenses  uncfer  orders,  have  been  made  to  any  officer  of  the  navy. 

Officers  on  duty  at  navy  yards  and  hospitals  occupy  government  houses 
assigned  to  them,  free  of  rent,  with  such  articles  of  furniture  as  have  been 
placed  therein.  These  houses  thus  furnished  have  been  erected  and 
furnished  from  time  to  time,  under  the  authority  of  the  annual  appropria* 
tions  of  Congress,  and  in  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  Navy 
Deportment. 

The  grades  of  officers  to  whom  quarters  have  been  assigned  by  the 
department,  (where  there  are  houses  for  them  at  the  navyyards  ana  sta> 
tions)  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  statement  marked  A.  But  one  of  each 
grade,  however,  is  allowed  a  house;  and  it  will  be  seen  by  the  table,  that 
there  is  but  one  of  the  navy  yards  (Pensacola)  where  houses  have  be^i 
erected  for  one  of  all  the  grades  above  named. 

The  rules  and  regulations  which  have  governed  this  bureau  in  provid- 
ing furniture  to  government  houses  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying 
printed  papers,  marked  B  and  C ;  the  former  having  been  superseded  by 
the  latter,  dated  30th  September,  1848.  Besides  the  quarters  assigned  to 
captains,  commanders  and  lieutenants,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  paper  marked 
C,  that  provision  is  made  for  other  grades,  viz:  sui^eon,  purser,  chaplain, 
master,  assistant  surgeon,  boatswain,  gunner,  carpenter  and  sailmaker, 
where  houses  for  their  accommodation  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be 
built. 

The  names  and  grades  of  officers  who  have  been  ordered  to  duty  at  the 
sevi^ral  navy  yards  and  hospitals,  and  to  whom  quarters  have  been  as- 
signed, are  to  be  found  on  the  order  books  of  the  Navy  Department^  this 
bureau  baying  no  cognizance  over  that  branch  of  the  service. 

The  resolution  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  req)ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  SMITH. 

Hon*  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9  [«] 

SkUemeni  showing  the  gavemmeni  houses  a/  fuxvy  yards  and  haspitcUSf 
and  the  diff^erent  grcules  of  officers  occupying  them. 

Kiiieryy  Maine. — Captain,  commanding  ;  commander,  not  completed  ; 
tiastenant;  smgeon;  purser;  master;  boatswain;  gunner;  caipehter;  sail- 
nuiker. 

Boskmy  Massachusetts. — Captain,  commanding;  comftmnder;  lienten- 
ant;  surgeon;  purser;  master;  boatswain;  gunner;  carpenter;  sailmaker, 
occupied  by  2d  lieutenant,  without  furniture. 

New  York,  N.  Y. — Captain,  commanding;  commander;  lieutenant; 
master. 

PkUadelphia^  PeninaytmMma.--Two  officers'  houses,  not  completed;  one 
to  be  occuf^ed  by  the  commander,  the  other  not  yet  assigned. 

Washit^ony  D.  C-^aptain,  commanding;  commander;  lieutenant; 
Simeon;  master;  boatswain;  gunner,  not  occupied  yet. 

florfoUcy  Virginia. — Captain,  commanding;  commander;  lieutenant; 
sni^eon;  master. 

.  Pensacola^  Florida. — Captain,  commanding;  commander;  lieutenant; 
surgeon;  purser;  chaplain;  assistant  surgeon,  (now occupied  by  civil  en- 
gineer;) naval  constructor;  storekeeper ;  boatswain  ;  gunner;  carpenter  ; 
ssilmaker. 

Mempkisy  TVmtes^ae. -Commanding  officer. 

SacketVs  Harbor y  New  York. — Commanding  officer;  master,  no  fiimi- 
tnre. 

Hospital y  Boston. — Surgeon;  assistant  surgeon,  rooms  in  hospi^. 

Hospiialy  New  Yorit.— Surgeon;  assistant  surgeon,  rooms  in  hospital. 

Sospitnly  Noffolk.-^xugdon'y  assistant  surgeon,  rooms  in  hospital. 

Hospital y  PeiMoco&s.— Surgeon;  assistant  surgeon,  rooms  in  hospital. 

Afyiumy  Philadelphia. — Governor,  who  is  captain  commanding ;  sur- 
geon; assistant  surgeon,  rooms  in  asylum;  commander  and  lieutenant, 
tooms  in  asylum. 
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B. 

Allowance  of  furniture. 

Navy  Department^  October  20, 1842. 

Sir  :  The  allowance  of  furniture  to  the  houses  provided  by  government 
fer  officers  at  navy-purds  and  elsewhere  will  be  regulated  her^ifter  by  the 
iUk)wing  table : 


FOE  BACH  rAELOB. 

^1  dosen  ekain,  not  to  exeeed  p6f  dozen....... 

1  Mfa 

1  pier  or  centre  table • .....••. 

I  pier  or  mantel  glaaa. 

I  fender. ......•.•••. 

1  pair  andirone. .  • .•••••.. 

1  fire aet  (shovel,  tongs, and  poker) 

1  hearth  ruf 

1  carpet,  not  to  exceed  per  yard 

DDOlfG  ROOM. 

1  act  dininc  tabka,  not  to  exceed ...•.....•., 

1  sideboard  •.•••••... • .«.. 

1|  dosen  chairs,  per  dozen , 

1  fender.  • • 

1  pair  andirons • 

1  fire  set  (shovel,  teniES,  and  poser).. 

1  carpet,  not  to  exceed  per  square  yard. . .  • 

1  hevth  rug 

ratSAOB  OR  BALL. 

*  1  stove  and  fixtures,  not  to  exceed 

1  passage  lamp • 

1  oil  cloth  or  carpet,  per  square  jrard 

Carpet  for  first  flignt  of  stairs,  not  to  exceed  per 

yard 

Carpet  rods,  per  dozen 

rOR  BACH  CHAHBBB. 

1  bedstead,  not  to  exceed 

1  bureau  or  wardrobe.. •• 

1  washstand. 

I  dozen  chairs,  at  $13  per  dozen 

1  fender < 

1  pair  aadirons. , 

]  fire  est 

1  carpet,  not  to  exceed  per  square  yard 

1  hearth  rug  (of  carpeting) , 

Kitchen  furniture ••.••...• 


Captain. 


Commander. 


#6eoo 

50  00 
40  00 
40  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
12  00 
900 


75  00 
50  00 
36  00 
800 
600 
600 
1  35 
600 


30  00 

15  00 

1  50 

1  00 
300 


15  00 
15  00 
500 
6  00 
3  00 
900 
3  00 
1  00 
900 

60  00 


•48  00 

40  00 

30  00 

30  00 

8  00 

800 

800 

10  00 

900 


60  00 
40  00 
30  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
1  95 
6  00 


US  00 

19  00 

1  50 

1  00 
3  00 


15  00 
15  00 

5  00 

6  00 
3  00 
9  00 

8  00 
I  00 

9  UO 

50  00 


Lieuteaant 


fS6  00 

as  00 

30  00 

90  00 

500 

600 

500 

800 

175 


40  00 
30  00 
34  00 
500 
500 
500 
18S 
500 


90  00 

10  60 

135 

75 
300 


15  60 
15  00 
500 
600 
300 
300 
300 
100 
300 

40  00 


The  surgeon,  assistant  surgeon,  purser,  and  master,  to  have  the  same 
allowance  as  a  lieutenant. 

When  there  is  no  dining  room  other  than  one  of  the  two  parlors  opt- 
ing into  each  other,  the  dining  room  may  be  furnished  as  the  parlor,  ex- 
cept  that^  instead  of  a  second  centre  or  pier  table,  there  shall  he  allowed 
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a  sideboard  and  one  set  of  dining  tables.  All  officers  are  expected  to  ex- 
ercise a  sound  discretion  and  proper  economy  in  finishing  their  houses  ; 
and  when  any  article  of  Airniture  can  be  procured  of  suitable  quality  for 
less  than  the  maximum  of  the  sum  allowed  by  government,  they  should 
consider  themselves  bound  in  honor  to  purchase  that  article  in  preference 
to  one  of  higher  price.  Such  officers  as  may  prefer  using  their  own  fur- 
niture ought  not  to  run  the  country  to  expense  by  purchasing  duplicates 
which  are  not  actually  required. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may,  if  he  thinks  proper,  authorize  in  any 
particular  caae  die  purchase  of  articles  not  herein  enumerated^  instead  of 
those  enumerated^  but  not  of  greater  cost. 

I  am,  very  reiq)ectful|y,  your  obedient  servant. 
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On  receipt  of  this  order^  the  commandants  at  the  several  naTy-3rard9 
will  cause  an  inventory  and  inspection  to  be  made,  by  competent  persons, 
of  every  article  of  furniture  in  me  houses  and  offices  on  his  station  be- 
longing to  the  government^  whether  made  in  the  navy-yard  or  purchased 
in  open  market,  and  fix  a  fiur  valuation  upon  each  article  ;  which  inren- 
tory  shall  be  copied  on  the  navy  storekeeper's  books,  a  copy  sent  to  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  and  the  amount  thereof  returned  to  the 
bureau  monthly  as  other  stores  are.  After  the  inventory  as  above  stated 
shall  have  been  taken,  every  officer  occupying  a  government  house,  or 
office^  shall  receipt  to  the  navy  storekeeper  for  each  article  at  its  valua- 
tion ;  and,  when  officers  shall  be  detached  or  leave  the  houses,  they  shall 
deliver  over  to  the  storekeeper  every  article  according  to  the  last  receipt 
by  them  given.  Any  missing  article  must  be  reported  to  the  bureau 
through  the  commandant.  On  delivery  of  all  the  furniture  as  above 
stated,  the  officer's  receipt  will  be  cancelled.  When  commandants  as- 
sume  the  command  of  a  navy-yard  or  station,  or  officers  and  others  who 
may  be  entitled  to  occupy  houses  report  for  duty,  they  will  receipt  to  the 
navy  storekeeper  for  every  article  of  public  furniture  delivered  to  them  then, 
and  afterwards  for  such  other  articles  as  may  be  purchased  by  the  United 
States,  or  made  in  the  yard  for  them,  when  delivered  ;  a  copy  of  which 
receipts  will  be  forwarded  to  the  bureau. 

Whenever  any  of  the  herein  allowed  furniture  is  considered  unfit  for 
use,  a  survey  may  be  asked  for  and  held  upon  it.     If  reported  as  reauir- 
ing  repairs,  let  it  be  repaired  according  to  the  report ;  if  condemned,  it 
must  be  returned  to  the  navy  storekeeper,  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
condemnation  stating  the  cause.    The  storekeeper  will  credit  the  officer 
returning  it  at  the  price  at  which  it  was  chargea  ;  then  it  must  be  sent  to 
the  navy  agent,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  advertise  it  for  sale  in  like  man- 
ner as  other  condemned  stores  are  advertised,  and  to  selMt  at  public  auc- 
tion to  the  highest  bidder,  and  deposite  the  proceeds  of  sale  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  under  the  head  of  "  contingent." 
Requisitions  for  new  articles  similar  to  those  condemned,  if  allowed  under 
this  reffulation,  may  be  made  by  the  occupant  of  the  house,  to  be  for- 
warded by  the  commandant  to  the  bureau,  and,  if  approved  by  it,  may 
be  purchased  by  the  navy  agent,  passed  through  the  navy  store  like  other 
stores,  and  entered  on  tne  books  and  charged  to  the  officer  receiving 
them,  and  receipted  for  by  him  at  cost ;  at  which  price  they  are  to  be  con- 
tinued in  all  transfers  until  condemned  by  survey.    No  new  article  of  any 
kind,  however,  is  to  be  purchased  or  made  in  the  yard  until  the  quantity 
of  furniture  in  the  house  shall  be  reduced  by  condemnation  in  value, 
number,  and  kind,  to  the  table  herein  prescribed.     In  the  purchase  of 
furniture  under  this  regulation,  no  commutation  or  transfer  of  any  part  of 
the  amotmt  hereby  allowed  is  to  be  made,  either  directiy  or  indirectly,  from 
one  article  to  another  ;  the  articles  named  are  to  be  made  or  purchased  on 
the  best  terms,  for  and  within  the  limited  price,  when  practicable,  but  in 
no  case  to  exceed  it.    All  articles  made  in  navy-yards  for  persons  occupy- 
ing government  houses  are  to  be  charged  at  cost,  and  passed  through  the 
navy  store  in  the  same  manner  (except  the  inspection)  that  furniture  pur- 
chased outside  the  navy.yard  does,  and  to  be  so  returned  and  accounted 
for. 

The  navy  storekeeper  will  be  charged  with,  and  held  responsible  for, 
all  furniture,  as  he  is  for  all  other  stores. 
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A  ccrpjr  of  this  legnlation  to  be  fiimished  to  each  officer  occupying  a 
house  in  the  navy-yards^  also  to  the  purser  of  the  ]rard^  the  navy  agent 
of  the  station,  the  nayy  storekeeper,  and  the  master  mechanics  of  each 
department  in  a  navy  ]rard,  including  the  boatswain,  gunner,  carpenter, 
and  sailmaker. 

J.  Y.  BIASON^ 
Ex. —8 
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SlsT  CowoBsss,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doa 

1st  Semon.  ^ou^2« 


MESSAGE 


FROM   THE 

PRESIDENT   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

IN  ANSWER   TO  A 

jSesolution  of  the  Senate^  calling  for  further  informcUion  in  relation  to 
the  formation  of  a  State  Government  in  California  ;  and  aUo^  in 
relation  to  the  condition  o^  Civil  Affairs  in  Oregon. 


Read  May  22,  1860. 
Ordered  to  be  Printed,  May  2a 


To  the  Senate  o^  the  United  States : 

I  herewith  traosmit  to  the  Senate,  Reports  of  the  several  Heads  of 
Departments,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Resolutions  of  the  Senate  ot 
(he  9th  instant*  *^  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
**  ii2mi9h  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  correspondence  between  any  of 
**  the  Execotire  Departments  and  General  Persifer  F.  Smith  and  Briga- 
•*  dier  General  B.  Riley,  or  either  of  them,  relative  to  affairs  in  CaJifor- 
^  nia,  which  had  not  been  communicated  to  the  Senate,  and  also  all 
^  information  existing  in  any  of  the  Executive  Departments  respecting 
**  the  transactions  of  the  Convention  in  California,  by  which  the  project 
**  of  a  State  Government  was  prepared,  and  particnlarly  a  copy  of  the  ' 
*^  Journals  of  said  Convention,  and  of  such  of  the  ordinances  adopted 
**  by  it  as  may  in  any  way  have  been  communicated  to  any  of  the  said 
^  Departments ;  and  likewise  to  inform  the  Senate,  if  the  surrender  of 
•*  General  Riley  to  the  jurisdiction  and  civil  authority  of  the  Govem- 
**  ment  made  by  the  aforesaid  Convention,  was  by  order  of  the  Execu- 

*  tive  of  the  United  States,  and  if  not,  whether  the:  proclamation  of 
*^  General  Riley,  recognizing  the  saijl  State  Govemoient  and  submitting 
**  to  its  jurisdiction,  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Executive,  and  also 

*  that  he  furnish  to  the  Senate  whatever  inteliigenee  may  have  been 
••  received  in  the  Executive  Department  respeoting  the  condition  of 
^  civil  affairs  in  the  Oregon  Territory." 

The  Renorts,  with  the  official  correspondence  accompanying  them,  it 
It  believed,  embrace  all  the  information  in  the  JDepartments  called  for 
W  the  Resolutions. 

Z.  TAYLOR. 

WAnmiOTOv,  May  22d,  1850. 
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I>BPARTMEirr  or  State, 

W(uhingUm,  l^h  May,  1850. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Presi- 
dent the  accompanying  correspondence  with  this  Department  on  the 
sabject  embraced  in  the  last  of  said  resolutions. 

<5n  the  14th  dav  of  August,  1848,  William  P.  Bryant  was  appointed 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  terri- 
lory  of  Oregon,  and  James  Tumey  and  Peter  H.  Burnett  were  on  t|ie 
'same  day  appointed  Associate  Justices  of  said  Court  On  the  1st  day 
of  September,  1848,  William  A.  Hall  was  appointed  Associate  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Tumey,  who  declined  .the  appointment.  Mr.  Hall  resigned 
on  the  22d  dav  of  November,  1848.  O.  C.  Pratt  was  appointed  by  the 
President  to  fill  the  vacancy.  On  the  13th  day  of  August,  1849,  a  letter 
was  reoeived  at  this  Department,  from  Joseph  Lane,  Esquire,  Governor 
of  Oregon,  dated  23d  of  Mav,  1849,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  had  on 
a  former  occasion  reported  that  the  Hon.  j^eter  H.  Burnett  declined  ac- 
cepting the  office  of  Associate  Justice  for  the  territory  of  Oregon ;  and 
on  the  17th  day  of  September,  1849,  YtTilliam  Strong,  of  (Muo»  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  occasioned.  The  distance  to  Oregon  is 
so  great,  and  communication  with  it  so  uncertain,  that  I  have  no  know- 
ledge that  these  Judges  are  in  the  territory  and  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  The  correspondence  submitted  embraces  all  the  information  in 
this  J)epartment  asked  for  by  the  resolutions,  which  has  not  been  here- 
tofore transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

To  His  Excellency, 

The  Peesidknt  or  the  UifrrsD  States. 
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li$t  of  meeompanjfing  papers  and  docummUsfram  the  St^  DeparimeiiL 


Report  of  Sociietary  of  State  to  the  President    • 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  S^oseph  LanQ  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
March  10th,  1849. 
Oopy  of  a  letter  fW>m  same  to  same,  dated  April  9th,  1849. 


ft 


transmitting  his  Messsag^, 
**       ^  a  letter  from  same  to  same, 

DEPAETifEirr  OF  Statb, 
Maj/  2h  1850. 


"<     May  2Sd,  1849. 
**     Sept  add,  1849. 

"«     Oet  81,  1849. 

J.  M.  CLAYTON. 


fi  .'•, 
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Or^on  City,  March  lOth,  1849. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  o^  State  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  in  this  place  on 
the  2d  instant,  and  on  the  next  day  took  the  oath  of  office,  and  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  thereof.  I  had  hoped  that  by  the  time 
I  could  reach  here,  the  other  Territorial  officers  would,  by  the  line  of 
ocean  steamers,  which  are  to  run  between  the  United  States  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia^  have  arrived ;  but  in  this  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed ;  the  steamers  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  consequently  none  joS 
the  Officers.  (Mr.  Meek,  the  Marshal  of  the  Territory,  came  with  me 
across  the  country.) 

The  census  is  now  being  taken,  as  provided  for  by  the  Law  of  Con- 
gress, and  as  soon  as  the  apportionment  can  be  made,  an  election  will 
be  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  on 
by  the  first  Monday  in  June  next ;  but  owing  to  the  great  excitement 
occasioned  by  the  gold  mines  in  California,  and  the  desire  manifested 
by  all  to  go  and  get  gold,  I  am  fearful  there  will  be  but  few  left  to 
vote  ;  and  there  is  some  reason  to  fear  that  it  will  be  difficoll  to  get  a 
Legislature,  so  unwilling  will  those  be  who  are  qualified,  to  stay  and 
serve,  so  great  the  desire  to  go  to„ the.  mines. 
With  great  respect,  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  LANE. 


Oregon  Ctly,  Oregon  Terriior^  April  9tk,  194a 
To  the  Hen.  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  f 
'    Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  make  known  to  you  the  condition  and 
prospepts  of  the  Territory. 

As  soon  as  it*was  kftown  in  Oregon  that  .gold  in  filnindanee  conld  be 
ob^Dpd  In  California,  many  of  the  4)eople  left  for  the  mines.  Some 
have  remained  there ;  the  most  of  them,  however,  have  returned  to  see 
their  families  and  spend  the  winter  at  home,  but  nearly  all'  who  have 
been  there  are  now  going  back,  and  most  of  those  who  have  not  beea 
to  the  mines  are  also  going.  Nearly  the  entire  male  population  of  Ore- 
gon will  this  year  be  in  the  California  mines.  In  money,  the  people  have 
been  much  benefitted.'  It  is  said,  and  I  suppose  truly,  that  at  least  one  mil* 
lion  of  dollars  in  gold  dust  have  been  brought  into  Oregon  ;  but  on  the 
otiver  hand,  the  country  lately  so  productive  and  so  capable  of  producing^, 
and  which  was  rapidly  being  settled  and  put  in  cultivation,  is  now  bein^ 
neglected.  Many  are  leaving  their  farms  untenanted,  many  have  failed 
to  sow  or  put  in  crops  of  any  kind,  and  many  who  have  sowed  will  not 
harvest,  consequently  there  will  be  but  little  produce.  No  impr9vements 
are  being  made — not  a  house  is  being  put  up — fine  saw  and  grist-mills^ 
on  never-failing  streanis,  are  standing  still  for  want  of  laborers — a  large 
Dortion  of  the  horses  and  oxen  are  being  taken  to  the  mines  for  sale— - 
labor  and  subsistence  is  exorbitantly  high.  Common  labor  is  five  dol- 
lars per  day,  fiour  ten  dollars  per  barrel,  meat  in  market  twenty-five 
cents  per  pound,  bacon  from  thirty  to  fifty  cents  per  pound,  batter  fifty" 
i^d  eggs  fifty  cents  per  dozen.  Goods  and  groceries  are  scarce  and 
high. 
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YoQ  wiU  reAdily  percdive,  that  m  ^  event  of  the  arrival  of  a  larg# 
emigration  this  season,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  there  will  be  much 
soff^lng  for  want  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries.  You  will  also 
perceive,  that  if  the  gold  fever  continties  and  farming  neglected,  Ore- 
gon, which  is  the  best  wheat-growing  portion  of  the  continent,  and  cosUd 
irith  little  labor  be  compared  with  the  growing  of  wheat  in  the  StateSi 
fomish  the  entire  Pacific  coast  with  flour,  will  have  to  look  to  the  United 
States  for  not  only  flour  but  provisions  of  all  kinds. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  see  and  converge  with  the  Indians,  I  find 
them  friendly  and  well  disposed ;  but  many  of  them  complain*  They  say 
the  whites  have  settled  their  country,  killed  their  game,  brought  among 
them  sickness,  which  has  caused  ix^aj>y  deaths^  that  they  are  rapidly 
passing  ofi^and  will  soon  all  be  gone.  That  the  white  people  have  pro- 
mised them  from  year  to  year  and  from  time  to  time»  that  the  United 
States  Government  would  send  out  a  Governor  with  presents  for  theoi, 
and  Commissioners  to  purchase  their  lands  and  pay  for  them.  They  are 
anxious  to  sell,  and  the  people  are  exceedingly  sensitive  on  the  subjeot» 
The  exposure  of  families  and  property  in  the  absence  of  the  male  popn^ 
lation,  makes  it  more  desirable  at  this  time  than  at  any  other  since  the 
settlement  of  the  Territory,  that  they-should  selL 

The  necessity  for  locating  them  entirely  out  of  the  settlements  is  obvi- 
oosly  very  great. 

The  troops,  engaged  in  the  late  Cayuse  war,  with  the  exceptio^  of 
•ae  company,  were  disbanded  in  June  last ;  the  others  in  September, 
tmce  which  time  the  Indians  have  made  no  hostile  demonstrations,  and 
1  am  in  hopes  will  not,  before  the  troops  destined  for  the  Oregon  service 
will  have  arrived,  at  which  time  the  murderers  of  Dr.  Whitman,  ladv 
and  others,  can  be  demanded  and  punished,  and  then  a  peace  made  wi|ah 
tfcam. 

From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  estimates 
and  otherwise,  the  expenses  of  the  late  war  with  the  Cayuses  may  b 
set  down  at  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars,  which  has 
borne  heavily  on  many  individuals ;  for  instance,  the  Commissary  was 
compelled  to  borrow  money,  which  he  could  only  do  by  giving  his  obli- 
gation to  pay,  to  enable  him  to  purchase  subsistence  for  the  army,  which 
obligations  ajr e  now  dne,  and  by  him  being  paid  out  of  his  own  fundis, 
and  without  he  is  speedily  remunerated,  will  be  greatly  injured  in  bis 
pecuniary  afiairs ;  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  many  others  whO|  in 
like  emergencyi  made  advances  to  the  Oregon  Government 

The  justice  of  the  war  and  the  good  conduct  of  the  citizens  in  prompt* 
ly  turning  out  in  defence  of  the  country,  entitles  them  not  only  to  the 
good  opinion  of  the  Government,  but  to  an  appropriation  by  Congress  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

Chief  Justice  Bryant  and  Mr.  Pritchette,  Secretary  of  the  Territory, 
have  arrived  and  taken  the  oath  of  ofiice.  Mr.  Adair,  the  Collector,  is 
at  Astoria  in  good  time,  as  the  Hudson^s  Bay  Company's  ships  are  e^^ 
pected  in  soon,  and  no  doubt  other  vessels  will  be  occasionally  coming  in. 
Mr.  Pratt  writes  me  from  California,  that  he  has  received  his  co^mis- 
mm,  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  Oregon,  and  that  he  will  sail  for  this  plaoe 
in  a  fow  days  with  the  view  of  entering  upo^  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  bis  dffiM,    Mr.  Burnett  resides  here,  but  is  now  in  California.    He 
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declines  accepting,  and  Ims  so  tidtf fled  me,  and  I  sni^poM  hmi  M  netifled 
the  Department  at  Washington. 

I  would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  suggest  in  behalf  of  the  offieenr 
of  the  Territory^  that  they  have  got  here  at  heavy  expenses,  and  that 
owing  to  the  high  prices  of  provisions  and  clothing,  they  cannot  sap- 
port  their  families  upon  the  salary  fixed  bv  the  law  of  Congress,  and  I 
make  the  same  suggestion  in  behalf  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  w1k> 
may  be  assigned  to.duty  in  Oregon. 

The  people  in  Oregon,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  most  orderly,  intelligent^ 
industrious  and  good  citizens,  tfpon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands 
fliey  have  long  l^n  kept  in  suspense.  They  believe  that  the  faith  of 
tiie  Government  is  virtually  pledged  to  a  gtrant  of  640  acres  to  eaob 
settler,  who  has  located,  made  an  improvement  and  occupied  the  same« 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state,  that  I  found  the  channel  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia,  wider,  deeper,  more  direct  and  less  daageroaa 
than  I  expected.  We  carried  in  four  fathoms  water.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
with  a  good  steam  tow-boat,  vessels  could  be  towed  in  and  out  safely. 
With  such  a  steamer  and  the  completion  of  the  improvements  contem- 
plated by  Congress,  to  wit :  the  erection  of  a  lignthouse  and  the  an- 
choring of  buoys,  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  will  be  made  perfectly 
safe.  The  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  owing  to  the  gold  excitement 
and  consequently  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labor,  except  at  an  exorbi* 
tantly  high  price,  will  be  insufficient. 

The  census  has  been  taken  and  the  returns  made  according  to  Hmt 

law  of  Congress,  and  an  election  will  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  ia* 

June  next,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  for 

.  the  election  of  members  to  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  Legislature  of  the  Territory. 

The  total  population  of  the  Territory  is  eight  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  three.  Total  number  of  voters,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
nine.  Total  foreign  population,  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  inchxied 
In  the  above  estimate. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  LANE. 

Oregon  OUf,  May  23d,  1S4IK 
To  the  Honordbh  the  Secretary  cf  State  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Hon.  O.  0.  Pratt,  <Hie«f 
the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales  Ita* 
this  Territory,  this  day  appeared  befcH'e  me,  and  took  the  o«th  df  office, 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  Congress,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of 
Congress  organizing  the  said  Territory,  I  have  divided  the  said  Territoqr 
into  three  Judicial  Districts,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say :  The  Counties  sT 
Linn,  Champoy,  Clackamas  and  Vancouver,  will  compose  the  first 
Judicial  District ;  the  Counties  of  Benton,  Polk,  Yamhil),  Tualty  and 
Clatsop,  the  second  ;  and  the  County  of  Lewis  will  compose  the  thifd 
Judicial  Disrtrict  And  I  have  assigned  to  the  first  Judicia)  District  the 
Hon.  William  P.  Bryant,  Chief  Justice  of  said  Cotut ;  and  to  the  said 
second  District,  I  have  assigned  the  Hon.  O.  C.  Pratt,  one  of  llie  AssmI- 
ate  Justices  of  the  said  Court 

I  had  the  honor  to  report  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  Hon.  Peter  R 
Burnett  declined  accepting  the  office  of  Associate  Justice,  and  1  have 
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not  been  advised  that  any  other  person  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  thereby.  My  reason  for  assigning  a  single  Oounty  as 
the  Uiird  District,  was  that  as  nearly  as  possibte  all  the  Connfies  in  the 
Territory  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  Courts,  the  law  requiring  three 
Districts, 

I  have  the  honor  to  bje,  sir,  with  great  respeet, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  LANE. 


Oregon^ City ^  September  22rf,  1849. 
To  the  Bm.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  : 

Sii :  I  have  the  honor  herewitn  to  transmit  the  within  communica- 
tion 

With  great  respect,  I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  LANE. 


GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Council  andof  the  House  of  Representatives : 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  tender  you  my  friendly  greetings,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  your  assembling  at  the  seat  of  Government — for  the  first  time, 
imder  the  law  of  Congress  ••  To  establish  the  Territorial  Government  or 
Oregon,** — to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  to  which 
you  have  been  called  by  the  voices  of  your  constituents. 

The  task  devolves  upon  me,  to  propose  such  measures  as  have,  in  the 
discbarge  of  my  official  duties,  suggested  themselves  as  necessary  to* 
promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  Territory. 

In  communicating  with  you  for  the  first  time,  it  is  a  source  of  UU'- 
feigned  satisfaction,  calling  for  mutual  gratulations  and  devout  thanks 
to  a  benign  Providence,  that  we  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  general  good 
bealth  and  prosperity,  and  that  we  are  at  peace  with  the  numerous 
tribes  of  Indians  surrounding  us. 

Widely  separated  and  exposed  as  are  our  people,  by  reason  of  the 
great  extent  of  country  over  which  they  are  scattered,  peiace  and  har- 
mony with  the  natives  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  security  and  suc- 
cess of  our  settlements.  The  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oregon, 
.  no  less  than  the  cause  of  humanity,  requires  that  we  should  always  en* 
courage  relations  of  the  most  friendly  character  with  our  red  brethren. 
The  Cajruse  nation  remains  unpunished  for  the  massacre  at  Waiilat- 
pue  ;  but  the  whole  tribe  will  be  neld  responsible,  until  those,  Whoever 
they  may  be,  concerned  in  that  melancholy  and  horrible  affair,  are  gives 
up  for  punishment.  A  fine  regiment  of  troops,  commanded  by  officers 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the  service  of  their  country,  are 
en  route  for  Oregon,  and  may  be  expected  to  arrive  by  the  middle  €ft 
September.  It  will  then  be  in  the  power  of  the  Grovernment  to  mak« 
ihis  tribe  accountable  for  their  wrong  doings,  and  t  cap  assure  you  that 
our  Government  will  not  suffer  the  guilty  to  go  unpunished. 

A  party  of  the  Skeywahmish  and  Snoqualimiok  tribes  recently  madv 
an  attack  on  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  Fort  at  Nesqually,  in  which 
difficulty  an  American  citizen  was  unfortunately  killed,    i  shall  holi- 
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these  tribes  acoouutable*  until  the  guilty  shall  have  been  punished.  It 
ia  the  intention  of  the  gallant  officer  in  command  of  the  forces  now  in 
Oregon,  to  establish  a  garrison  of  one  company  on  Puget's  Sound,  for  the 
protection  of  the  settlements  in  that  quarter ;  so  that  no  apprehensions 
of  any  farther  outrage,  in  that  section,  need  be  entertained. 

I  had  the  gratification  while  on  a  visit  to  the  Dalles  of  the  Columbia, 
to  bring  about  a  peace,  at  the  request  of  the  Chief  of  the  Yackamaws, 
between  that  tribe *and  the  Walla  Wallas,  who  were  at  that  time  en- 
gaged in  war.  These  tribes,  as  also  the  tribes  that  I  visited  on  the  Cow- 
litz  and  Puget^s  Sound,  I  was  pleased  to  find  were  friendly  and  well 
disposed  towards  us,  and  as  well  as  the  tribes  bordering  the  settlements 
on  the  Willamette  and  Columbia,  anxious  to  sell  their  possessory  rights 
to  the  soil.  Surrounded  as  many  of  the  tribes  and  bands  now  are,  by 
the  whites,  whose  arts  of  civilization,  by  destroying  the  resources  of  the 
Indians,  doom  them  to  poverty,  want,  and  crime,  the  extinguishment  of 
their  title  by  purchase,  and  the  locating  them  in  a  district  removed  from 
the  settlements,  is  a  measure  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  them.  In- 
deed, the  cause  of  humanity  calls  loudly  for  their  removal  from  causes 
and  influences  so  fatal  to  their  existence.  This  measure  is  one  of  equal 
interest  to  our  own  people.  I  would  therefore  caU  your  attention  to  the 
propriety  of  memorializing  Congress  upon  this  interesting  subject. 

We  can  recognize  in  Oregon  the  material  of  her  future  greatness. 
A  climate  and  soil  extraordinarily  productive  eminently  characterize  it, 
the  prolific  growth  of  grain,  vegetables,  and  grasses,  the  natural  mea- 
dows untouched  by  the  hand  of  cultivation — sufficiently  extensive  to 
famish  subsistence  to  innumerable  herds  of  cattle,  during  the  entire 
•ypar — ^inexhaustible  forests  of  the  finest  fir  and  cedar  in  the  world,  never- 
fhiling  streams,  which  furnish  water  power  of  unlimited  capacity,  sho^ 
how  lavishly  nature  has  bestowed  her  blessings  upon  this  favored  land. 

With  the  proper  development  of  her  agricultural  resources,  and  the 
improvement  of  her  immense  water  power,  she  can  supply  the  entire 
Pacific  coast  with  the  most  important  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
many  of  the  staple  articles  of  commerce.  Her  immense  resources  are 
gradually  but  surely  being  developed.  Her  mineral  wealth  at  present 
is  not  to  be  computed ;  gold  has  been  found  in  several  places  in  suffi- 
cieht  quantity  to  induce  the  belief  that  there  are  mines,  perhaps  exten- 
sive ones,  of  this  precious  metal,  within  the  borders  of  our  Territory ; 
iron,  lead,  and  coal  are  known  to  exist,  and  the  indications  of  their  abun- 
dance are  of  the  most  flattering  description. 

The  Columbia  is  the  only  great  river  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  our  con- 
tinent, which  leads  from  the  ocean  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  by  which  a 
line  of  communication  can  be  opened  to  the^great  Valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  navigation  from  its  mouth  to  the  Cascaxles,  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  is  uninterrupted  for  vessels  of  the  largest  class ; 
these  obstructions  and  those  beyond  may  be  surmounted. in  a  considera- 
ble degree  by  oanals  and  locks. 

The  importance  of  this  immense  line  of  interior  communication,  can- 
not fail,  ultimately,  to  secure  for  it  the  fostering  hand  of  the  General 
Government. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  know  that  the  entrance  of  the 
niooth  of  the  Columbia  is  much  less  dangerous  than  has  heretofore  been 
generally  supposed.    Many  vessels,  some  of  them  large  ships,  drawing 
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from  twelve  to  sixteen  feet  of  water,  have  during  the  present  ypar  cross- 
ed the  bar,  arriving  and  departing  without  the  aid  of  pilots,  light 'houses 
or  buoys,  and  not  a  single  accident  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  facility 
of  navigation  during  the  present  year. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  give  the  subjoined  extract  of  a  letter' 
firora  Capt.  Wood,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Massachusetts,  as  such' 
testimonials  will  have  a  tendency  to  disabuse  the  public  mind,  and  re* 
move  the  prejudices  unfortunately  existing  against  the  moutn  of  this 
noble  river. 

**  Having  waited  until  about  4 1?.  m.,  and  seeing  no  indications  that  our 
signals  for  a  pilot  had  been  observed,  I  stood  in,  following  the  directions 
I  obtained  in  New- York,  of  Oapt.  R.  Gelston,  who  was  here  last  year  itf 
the  bark  *  Whitton/proceeding  safely  and  without  accident  to  anchorage 
in  Baker's  Bay.  Tnere  was  no  one  on  board  the  ship  who  had  eveir 
been  here  before.  From  what  I  saw,  it  seems  to  me,  that  if  the  ehan* 
nel  was  properly  buoyed,  and  there  wa^  a  competent  pilot  stationed  al 
die  cape  to  conduct  vessels  in,  that  the  entrance  of  the  river  would  lose 
its  horrors,  and  In  ordinary  circumstancesbe  considered  safe  and  easily 
accessible." 

Congress  has  made  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  light^houses 
at  Cape  Disappointment  ana  New  Dongeness,  and  for  the  constructioii 
of  buoysy  to  indicate  the  ehannels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  and  the 
approaches  to  Astoria. 

This  appropriation,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  inadequate,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  high  price  of  labor,  occasioned  by  our  proximity  to  the 
gold  mines  of  California.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  advise  vou  to 
memorialize  Congress  on  the  subject,  acquainting  them  with  all  the  oir« 
cumstanees  and  facts  of  the  case,  and  showing  that  the  early  comple- 
tion of  these  contemplated  improvements  are  of  vital  interest  to  the 
Territory. 

Poget's  Sound  is  known  to  be  one  of  the  safest  and  best  harbors  in 
the  world.  It  affords  fine  ship  navigation  into  a  beautiful  and  important 
portion  of  our  country. 

I  refrain  from  dwelling  further  upon  topics  so  interesting  as  the  fea- 
tures and  resources  of  the  country^  conscious  as  I  am  that  my  feeble 
attempt  to  delineate  them  is  entirely  inadequate  to  do  them  justice. 

I  am  happy  to  know  that  many  of  our  people,  who  hav^  been  to  the 
mines,  are  returning  to  their  homes  and  farms,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  are 
satisfied,  and  determined  to  remain  and  renew  their  farming  and  othef 
occupations.  The  gold  excitement  occasioned  the  absence  of  a  large 
part  of  our  laboring  population.  Many  of  them  had  failed  to  put  in  crops  \ 
fine  farms  are  lying  idle,  consequently  the  crops,  this  year,  will  fall  short 
of  an  average  one  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt,  that  with  the  grain  on  hand, 
there  will  be  a  sufiicient  supply  for  homi  consumption. '  ' 

We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  extraordinary  emigration  to 
California,  in  consequence  of  her  gold  mines,  will  in  a  short  time  result 
in  adding  largely  to  our  numbers,  so  that  om-  population,  now  only  about 
nine  thousand,  will  be  doubled  in  the  next  twelve  months.  The  healthy 
climate,  rich  and  beautiftil  valleys  of  Oregon,  will  doubtless  induce 
many  of  them  to  seek  a  permanent  home  amongst  us.  She  will  thus 
be  benefitted  by  those  mines  equally  with  her  sister  Territory. 
It  is  estimated  that  upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  iu^gjotd  dnst^ 
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have  been  brought  into  Oregon  s^ipe  their  discovery.  This  new  ele* 
ment  of  pfosperity,  invested  in  agriculture  and  other  branches  of  indus- 
try, must  have  a  most  cheering  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try.  It  should,  however,  always  be  borne  in  mind«  that  the  wealth  of  a 
QOuntry  does  not  cousist  so  much  in  dollars  and  cents,  as  iu  the  numbers, 
virtue,  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  her  poDulation,  in  cultivated  fields, 
flocks  and  herds,  and  those  facilities,  natural  and  artificial,  which  afibrd 
an  easy  and  certain  market  for  its  surplus  productions. 

From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  fVom  estimatea 
and  otherwise,  the  expense  of  the  late  Gayiuie  war  may  be  set  down  at  * 
about  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars.  This  indebtedness  has 
borne  heavily  on  many  individuals,  who  advanced  money  to  the  Provi* 
nonal  Government ;  some  of  whom  borrowed  money  for  the  purpose 
^of  arming  and  subsisting  the  troops,  and  have  since  paid  those  soma 
out  of  their  own  funds,  by  which  they  have  been  greatly  injured  in  their 
private  affairs.  The  jnstioe  of  the  war,  and  the  good  conduct  oi  the 
oitizensy  in  promptly  turning  out  in  defenoe  of  their  country,  entitle 
them  not  only  to  the  good  opinion  of  Government,  but  to  an  appropriar 
tion  by  Congress,  sufficient  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  war. 

It  is  for  you  to  take  such  steps  as  in  your  wisdom  may  seem  best,  to 
ascertain  the  exact  amount  of  the  expenses  of  this  war,  and  to  whoat 
it  is  due,  and  to  lay  the  subject  before  Oongress,  with,  a  request  that 
they  make  the  just  and  proper  appropriation. 

In  regard  to  donations  of  land,  the  people  of  Oregon  have  long  been 
kept  in  suspense.  They  believe  that  the  faith  ot  the  Government  is 
virtually  pledged  to  a  grant  of  land  to  each  settler,  who  has  made  a 
loce^tion  and  improved  it. 

The  immediate  attention  of  Congress  should  be  called  to  the  snbjeet* 
and  their  early  and  favorable  action  requested. 

The  necessity  of  good  road|s  in  aiding  the  settlement,  as  well   as  is 

Siromoting  the  present  and  future  prosperity  of  the  country,  is  too  mani- 
est  to  require  illustration.  The  enactment  of  laws  to  this  end,  and  for 
the  making  such  other  improvements  as  may  facilitate  intercourse  be- 
tween the  different  sections  of  the  country,  so  far  as  it  may  J>e  within 
the  ability  of  the  Territory,  is  earnestly  recommended. 

A  good  road,  leading  from  Walla.  Walla  to  Puget's  Sound,  one  from 
Chehales  to  some  point  on  the  Columbia,  and  another  from  the  Dalles  of 
the  Columbia  to  the  valley  of  the  Willamette,  are  of  the  greatest  im- 

Krtance  to  our  country,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  and  will"  doubtless 
so  considered  by  our  Government,  if  their  attention  in  a  proper  man" 
ner  is  called  to  the  subject. 

A  matter  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Territory* 
will  be  the  establishment  of  a  judicious  system  to  raise  revenue.  This 
is  no  less  demanded  for  the  redemption  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Pro- 
visional Government,  than  it  is  for  raising  by  a  practicable  and  legal 
mediod,  sufficient  funds,  not  obtainable  from  the  feaeral  treasury,  to  mepi 
incidental  and  necessary  esqienses  of  the  Territory.  While  die  H^^mn 
Government  contributes,  in  a  liberal  spirit,  to  the  maintenance  of  our 
temporary  existence  as  a  Territory,  it  is  expected  that  all  revenue  ne- 
cessary to  the  local  interest  of  the  several  counties,  will  be  supplied  by 
^^qMorn  of  equal  assessm^nt^  levied, upon  the  peqp^e,  who  are  to  be 
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pennaaeiitiy  benefilted  thereby.  Your  early  atteation  to  thk  4eli^fkta« 
but  necessary  duty,. is  earnestly  recommended. 

Yoor  immediate  attention  is  most  respectfully  urged  to  the  examina-* 
tion  and  remedy  of  the  loose  and  defective  condition  of  the  statute  laws 
declared  by  the  organic  act  to  be  operative  in  the  Territory.  No  others 
prevail  here,  except  such  as  were  the  oflbpring  of  the  late  Provisional 
UovemiBenty  which  are  coupled  with  an  old  9^  imperfect  edition  of  the 
laws  of  Iowa,  which  were  a[idopted  by  it,  onlv  one  or  two  copies  of  which, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Territory.  Most  of  these  laws  are  unsuited  to 
oar  present  condition.  Besides,  they  are  to  a  i^eat  extent  utterly  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  body  of  the  people,  whose  lives  and  property  are 
lo  be  controlled  by  authority  and  rules  fodr  their  guidapce^  not  to  be  ob- 
tained, or  if  found,  not  adapts  to  the  new  order  of  things.  Certainlyt 
simplicity  and  fitness  in  the  statute  regulations  of  any  people,  united  to 
education  and  the  general  diffusion  of  the  laws,  constitute  the  most  re^ 
liable  safegaard  against  the  commission  of  crime,  and  the  surest  pledge 
of  general  prosperity.  No  duty  is  more  arduous  or  more  imperatively 
demanded  by  the  public  interest  than  that  which  devolves  upon  you,  xx^ 
furnishing  the  people  of  the  Territory  with  gpod.and  wholesome  laws. 
The  public  gopd,  as  well  as  a  just  pride  in  your  legislative  reputation, 
call  for  the  application  of  your  best  energies  and  most  careful  delibera* 
tions,  to  this  dilBcult  and  laborious  task. 

I  feel  it  no  less  my  duty,  than  my  highest  privilege,  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  deeply  interesting  subject  of  education.  The  law  of  Con- 
gress provides  that  when  the  lands  in  the  Territory  shall  be  surveyed, 
xmder  the  cUrection  of  the  Gk>yemment  of  the  United  States,  preparatory 
.to  bringing  them  into  market,  sections  numbered  sixteen  and  thirty-six* 
20  each  township,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied  to 
schools.  The  munificent  spirit  displayed  by  Congress,  in  making  so  libe- 
ral a  donation  for  this  purpose,  is  a  ground  for  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment, and  indicates  an  enlightened  policy,  which  looks  to  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge  as  the  surest  guarantea  tor  the  continuance  of 
good  government,  and  the  substantial  happiness  of  our  people.  In  thia 
grant  we  shall  have  the  means  of  promoting  a  system  of  common 
schools,  for  the  education  of  all  the  children  of  the  Territory.  Your  at- 
tention is  invited  to  the  importance  of  adopting  a  system  of  common 
schools  and  providing  the  melons  of  putting  them  in  immediate  opera- 
tioB ;  and  when  the  lands  become  available,  Uie  system  may,  under  wise 
iegislatiooy  be  ma^tained  and  continued,  withoi^t  bearing  onerously  upon 
tlue  people,  and  ultimately  be  productive  of  the  end  in  view  when  the 
gift  WBB  made.  With  a  system  of  general  education,  sustained  by  suck 
resources,  there  is  no  reason  to  donbt  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years* 
the  rising  g^ieration  of  Oregon  will  proudly  vie  in  respect  to  useful 
knowledge  and  moral  cukure  with  that  of  the  older  ipettled  portions  of 
omr  common  coimtry. 

The  organization  of  the  Militia  is  %  mefmxre  so  identified  with  the 
peaooy  security  and  defenpe  of  our  people,  that,  it  cannot  fail  to  recom* 
mend  itself  to  your  early  consideration* 

Your  attention  is,  invited  to  the  act,  entitled,  ^  An  act  to  prevent  the 
iolrodaetioa  of  fire^arma  amongst  the  Indians^"  This  law  not  only  pre« 
Tents  the  introduction  of  fira-arms,but  prohibits  the  sale  .of  powder  and 
ball  to  the  Iwliaa^  thereby  d^j^vii^  hi9i,  in  a  gi^eilt  measure,  of  the 
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means  of  procuring  subi^istence,  and,  if  strictly  enforced,  x^ould  prodace 
much  suffering  amongst  this  unfortunate  race  of  people  ;  humanity  re* 
quirte  that  we  should  afford  them  every  fitcllity  that  we  can  safely  do, 
to  ameliorate  their  condition.  It  is  well  known  that  the  tribes  border- 
ing the  settlements  are  friendly  and  well  disposed  towards  us,  and  that 
there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  them,  by  placing  in  their 
hands  the  means  of  procuring  sustenance  by  the  chase.  I  would  there- 
fore recommend  the  repeal  of  the  law,  or  its  modification,  so  as  todis^ 
criminate  between  frifenAs  and  enemies. 

It  will  be  your  duty,  by  enactment,  to  fix  the  time,  place  and  manner 
of  holding  and  conducting  elections, — ^to  provide  for  the  apportioning 
th6  representation,  in  the  seyeral  counties  and  districts,  to  the  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives, — ^to  define  the  qualifications  of  voters  and! 
of  holding  oflice,  and  also  to  fix  the  day  for  the  commencement  of  the 
regular  sessions  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

It  will  be  for  you,  in  your  wisdom,  to  determine,  whether  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  locate  the  seat  of  government  at  the  present,  or  some  subse* 
quent  sesdon  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

In  closing  this  communication,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  assure  you 
of  my  earnest  wish  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  tend  to 
the  general  wel&re,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  our  people. 

JOSEPH  LANE.    • 

Oregon  Cih/y  July  llth,  1849. 


EXBCUTIVB  OpPICE, 

Oregon  City,  O.  T.,  Oct.  Zlst,  1849. 
Bon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State : 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  instruction,  I  have  the  honor  to  ac*- 
knowledge  the  recei val  of  the  *•  Acts  of  Congress  "  of  the  second  session, 
thirtieth  Congress,  due  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

•    I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

'      JOSEPH  LANE. 


WaB   DeiPAItTHBNT, 

WsOiinston,  May  Vlth,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  Deparl^> 
ment  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  9th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  ^  to  furnish  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  correspondence  betweea 
**  any  of  the  Executive  Departments  and  (General  Persifer  F.  Smith  atli| 
•*  Brigadier-CTcneral  B.  Riley,  or  either  of  them,  relative  to  affairs  in 
^^  California,  which  has  not  been  heretofore  communicated  to  the  Senate." 
Also  ^  all  information  existing  in  any  of  the  Executive  DepartmeikCs 
^  respecting  the  transactions  of  the  Convention  in  California,  by  whick 
••  the  project  of  a  State  Grovcmment  was  prepared — and  parttoalarly  & 
^  copy  of  the  Journals  of  said  Convention,  and  of  such  of  the  ordinances 
**  adopted  by  it  as  may  in  any  way  have  been  communicated  to  any  oT 
••  the  said  Departments.**  Also  to  inform  the  Senate  "  if  the  surpewder 
••  of  General  Riley  to  the  jurisdiction  and  civil  authority  of  die  Croveril* 
••  ment  made  by  the  aforesaid  Convention,  was  by  order  of  the  Executive 
*  Of  tho  United  States^  and,  if  not,  whether  the  proclania;^n  ef  Genersl 
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*  Biley,  recognizioi^  the  siUd  State  GovenimeQt«  and  tubnutting  t#  its 
.**  jurisdiction,  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Executive."  Also  **  to 
^  furnish  to  the  Senate  whatever  intelligence  nmy  have  been  received  in 
^  the  Executive  Department  respecting  the  condition  of  civil  affairs  im 
"  the  Oregon  Territory.'^ 

The  papers  herewith  submitted  contain  copies  of  all  correspondence 
on  file^  not  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress,  between  this  Depart* 
jnent  and  Generals  P.  F.  Smith  and  Ben^et  Riley. 

This  Department  has  none  of  the  information  requested  in  the  second 
clause  of  the  resolution,  except  such  as  may  be  eontained,  incidentally^ 
in  the  correspondence  heretofore  and  now  communicated. 

All  the  dispatches  of  this  Department  with  regard  to  the  surrender  of 
the  civil  authority  exercised  by  General  Riley  to  the  State  Government, 
recently  organized  in  California,  are  already  before  the  Senate,  printed 
indoc.  No.  18. 

A  report  of  General  Riley,  of  October  1st,  1849,  printed  at  page  796 
of  that  document,  first  informed  the  Department  that  the  convention, 
which  had  then  nearly  concluded  its  labors,  had  determined  that  the  new 
Government  should  go  into  operation  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Constitution :  and  announced  his  intention,  in  case  the 
people  should  wish  to  put  the  new  Government  into  operation  without 
awaiting  the  action  of  Congress,  to  surrender  his  civil  powers,  unless 
special  orders  to  the  oontrary  should  be  received  from  Ws^ingtoa.  My 
reply  to  this  dispatch  was  written  on  the  28th  of  November,  (doc.  18, 
paige  265,)  and  reached  General  Riley  on  the  2l8t  of  January,  more  than 
a  month*  after  he  had  surrendered  the  civil  authority.  Anticipating  this, 
my  reply  was  framed  in  contemplation  of  the  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments which  would  attend  the  re-assumption  of  the  civil  authority  by  the 
military  oflicers,  as  well  as  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  reconmiended  and 
views  entertained  by  you  with  regard  to  the  necessities  under  which  the 
people  of  California  were  suffering,  and  the  exercises  of  the  right  of  self 
government,  which  had  been  doubly  secured  to  them. 

There  is  no  information  in  this  Department,  so  far  as  I  am  imformed, 
respecting  civil  affairs  in  Oregon  Territory. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

War  DBPARTimT, 

WashingtaHj  March  19th,  1850. 

S»:  I  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  communication  from  Brevet 
Arimdier-Genen^  Riley,  on  the  subject  of  transportation  furnished  lo 
die  iTew- York  regiment  of  volunteers^  discharged  in  California.  By  a 
rdbereace  tq  the  roll  which  accompanies  that  letter^  it  abpcfwi  that  256 
ladividaala  compottag  the  regimentf  including  the  Cclonel  and  other 
afficers,  have  been  furnished  with  transportation  from  California  to 
iTeir-York,  under  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  16th 
Jiuie,184& 

Looking  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  regiment  engaged  to  serve, 
and  tqXhfi  instiw^ow  flrop  tbte  Dep^iptvicAt  «f  the  9lh  of  Oo^dber,  1M6, 
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and  stibsequently,  on  the  subject  of  transportation,  it  ts  apprehended  that 
the  views  of  the  Department  in  reference  thereto  have  been  miscon- 
eeived.  The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  28th  June,  1846,  to 
Colonel  Stevenson,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  prescribes  the  condi- 
tions on  which  the  regiment  was  to  be  received  into  service — that  it  was 
to  be  **  composed  of  suitable  persons — of  good  habits  and  of  various  pur- 
suits, and  such  as  would  be  likely  to  desire  to  remain  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  either  in  Oregon  or  any  territory  in  that  region  of  the  globe,  whick 
may  be  then  a  part  of  the  United  States.*  It  was  ftirther  to  be  expli- 
citly understooa  that  they  may  be  discharged  without  a  claim  fpr  return- 
ing home,  wherever  they  may  be  serving  at  the  tenmnation  of  the  war, 
provided  it  is  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  or  may  be  taken  to 
the  nearest  or  most  convenient  territory  belonging  to  the  United  Stateti; 
and  there  discharged. 

Such  were  the  conditions  upon  which  the  regiment  was  raised,  and 
according  to  which  they  were  liable  to  be  discharged  at  the  close  of  the 
war  in  California,  which,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  became  a 

5 art  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  these  con- 
itions,  and  it  being  understood,  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  that 
many  were  anxious  to  return  to  the  United  States/the  President  deemed 
it  proper  to  offer  facilities  for  returning  to  those  who  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  remain  in  California ;  accordingly,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  9th  of  October,  1848,  addressed  a  letter  to  Colbnel  Mason,  then  com- 
tnanding  in  California,  stating  that  ^  if  the  navy,  now  in  the  Pacific^ 
riiall  have  the  means  of  bringing  them  home,  directions  will  begiven  fbr 
that  purpose.*'  It  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of  that  letter,  that  facilities 
for  their  return  were  to  be  given  by  Government  vessels,  or  vessels  in  the 
employ  of  the  Quarter  Master's  department,  returning  to  the  United 
States,  and  without  expense  to  the  Government.  The  joint  resolution  of 
the  16th  June,  1848,  under  which  they  claimed  to  be  brought  back,  had 
reference  to  the  troops  serving  in  Mexico  beyond  our  territorial  limits, 
and  is  not  recognized  as  applicable  to  the  case  of  the  volunteers  serving 
*in  California,  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Besides,  most 
of  these  volunteers  sought  to  remain  in  California  after  the  peace,  owing 
to  the  inducements  there  offered  on  account  of  the  discoveries  of  gold  in 
that  country ;  and  they  wer^^l  ^discharged  from  service  before  it  was  - 
known  there  that  the  joint  resolution  of  the  16th  June  had  been  passed 
by  Con^ss.  They  were  then  out  of  service  and  could  not  be  brought 
back  to  serve  under  the  provisions  of  that  resoration,  even  if  it  i;vere 
construed  to  apply  to  them.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  jtberefore, 
the  volunteers  could  have  no  olalm  to  be  brought  home  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government  The  granting  them  a  passage  in  vessels  in  Govern- 
meat  service,  retarning  to  the  United  States,  was  merely  a  gratmty, 
and  to  that  extent  the  Department  will  sanctioA  iSs&^HxmaipoiVMmi 
already  furnished,  but  no  ftiither.  ' 

Yon  are  desired  to  make  these  views  known  to  such  of  the  vehmteeis 
as  are  now  remaining  in  California,  to  the  end  that  no  Airther  mi^under- 
fltanding  may  take  place  on  the  subject  of  their  claiiAs  for  tran^rtatiolk 
I  enclose  oopy  or  a  letter  to  General  Riley,  dated  the  19th  ultimo*  oo 
the  subject  of  the  public  reservations  in  California,  and  have  to  reqoire 
Aat  an  erarnination  and  report  be  made  of  Ibe  manner  in  whiw  the 
•piAilie  lands  there  have  be#n  disposed  e$-^is  what  qnantfttes^  fbr  -bo^ 
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long  a  time,  and  for  what  amounts — ^particularly  l^ose  In  the  town  and 
vicinity  of  San  Francisco. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  War. 
BftcvsT  Major-Gbneral  Persiper  p.  SBirrR, 

.  ConCdg.  Pac^c  Division^  t^an  Francisco^  California. 

War  Departbibniv 

Washington,  April  Stib,  1850. 

Sat:  The  Commanding  General  of  the  Army  has  referred  to  this 
Department  your  letters  of  the  12th  and  28th  of  January,  addressed  to 
Arny  HeadQoartere* 

You  propose  that  the  foroes  in  each  Department  under  your  command 
shall  be  increased  by  two  companies  of  Artillery.  The  demand  for 
troops  of  this  turn  in  other  quarters  will  prevent,  at  this  time,  a  com* 
pGanoe  with  your  requisition.  On  the  arrival  of  Magruder's  Company 
of  Ae  first  Artillery,  now  en  route  for  California,  you  will  have  at  your 
iBqposal  fire  companies  of  Artillery,  which,  it  is  hoped,  vrill  suffice,  with 
die  temporary  assignment  of  Infantry  companies  for  that  service,  until 
9najDg0metU  dan  be  snade  for  a  further  increase. 

Your  distribution  of  the  troops  appears  to  be  judicious,  and  has  the 
appforal  of  the  Department ;  yet,  it  would  seem  important  ,tb^t  ^  dif- 
ferent arms  should  be  distributed  according  to  the  features  of  the 
ooontry,  in  order  that  they  may  operate  to  the  best  advantage^  To  this 
«id  yon  will  be  instnustra  by  the  Commanding  Greneral  to  exercise  a 
soaad  discretion  in  maning  such  disposition  of  the  forces  of  your  com- 
aaod  as  you  may  deem  best,  without  regard  to  the  line  separating  the 
two  departments.  With  a  view  also  to  avoid  the  confusion  which  fre- 
^ently  results  from  a  direct  correspondence  with  this  Department, 
eiders  will  be  given  to  Department  and  Division  Commanders  to  make 
dieir  communications  in  future  through  the  channels  pointed  out  by  the 
regulations,  except  in  extraordinary  cases,  when  they  may  be  made 
direct  to  this  Department,  through  tne  Adjutant  Greneral. 

Your  yfews  in  relation  to  the  supplies  necessary  for  your  division"!  to 
be  finmished  through  the  Quarter  Master's  Department,  will  receive  due 
ooDsideration,  at  the  same  time  a  striet  regard  will  be  had  to  economy 
mid  to  the  present  or  immediate  wants  of  the  service.  These  consider- 
ati<ms  cannot  be  top  strongly  enjoined  upon  the  officers  having  the 
soperintendence  of  such  works  as  may  be  authorized ;  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  labor  to  be  performed  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  supplied  by  the 
trocqw,  in  order  to  avoid  the  heavy  expenses  incident  to  the  emplojrment 
of  hired  mechanics  and  laborers  at  the  es:travagant  prices  which  their 
services  at  this  time  command. 

The  employment  of  steamers  in  lieu  of  sail  vessels  on  the  Pacific 
ooast,  howeyer  desirable,  must  be  deferred  for  further  consideration* 
The  advantages  arising  from  that  description  of  transports  may  not  be 
sofliciently  great  to  justify  the  expenditure  consequent  upon  such  a 
ehaoge,  mdependently  of  the  difficulties  which  would  necessary 
altei^  the  equipment  and  management  of  steamers  on  that  coast  at  this 
time.  ^  -  , 
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By  the  endoaed  copy  of  a  communicaticm  to  General  lUley,  dated  tbt 
28th  of  November,  you  will  find  that  your  views  on  the  subject  of  the 
moneys  derived  from  duties  on  imports  into  California,  have,  to  some  ex-  • 
tent,  been  anticipated  by  this  Department.  It  is  presumed  that  General 
Riley  has  been  governed  by  the  instructions  in  that  letter.  Congress 
having  been  made  acquainted  with  the  subject,  will,  doubtless,  provide 
for  the  adjustment  of  expenditures  in  carrying  on  the  civil  government 
of  the  country  whilst  it  was  in  its  anomalous  condition. 

The   report   of  Major  Rucker,  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  I2th 
January,  will  be  submitted  to  Congress,  in  the  hope  that  suitable  appro- 

f  nations  may  be,  made  for  the  relief  of  emigrants  on  the  route  to  the . 
^acific,  without  which  it  will  be  impossible  for  your  command  to  afford 
that  assistcmce  which  the  necessities  of  the  case  might  seem  to  require. 
A  difference  of  opinion  exists  in  respect  to  the  constraction  of  the 
Act  of  the  3d  March,  1849,  requiring  the  proceeds  of  sales  to  be  dcpb- 
eited  into  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  relates  to  ^e  further  use  of  the  moneys 
thus  deposited.  The  opinion  is  understood  to  prevail  at  the  Treasury, 
that  those  proceeds  may  be  dravni  out,  upon  requisitions,  for  the  sane 
objects  frcwn  which  they  were  derived  without  a  farther  appropriatiOD 
by  Congress.  Should  this  view  be  sustained,  the  inoonvenient  opera- 
tion of  the  law,  as  referred  to  by  you,  will,  to  some  extent,  be  obviated. 
The. law,  as  it  now  exists,  is  deemed  essential  in  guarding  the  pubKc 
funds  from  too  free  and  indiscriminate  a  use,  and  is  not  likely,  tberefoie, 
to  be  ametided. 

The  Department,  while  it  admits  the  reasonableness  of  the  propositkm, 
regrets  that  it  has  not  in  itself  the  power  to  afford  relief  to  the  offioefs 
serving  in  California,  in  regard  to  certain  allowances  suggested  by  yon 
— some  of  the  items  of  allowances  being  fixed  b^  law,  whilst  others  aie 
regulated  by  long  established  usc^e,  having  the  force  of  law,  and  in 
accordance  with  which  appropriations  are  annually  made  by  CoiigraB. 
The  Quarter-Master's  Department  will  be  instructed  to  mmish  yon 
for  the  use  of  the  Division,  with  a  set  of  the  Statutes  at  Lar^,  together 
with  copies  of  the  pamphlet  laws  of  the  United  States,  sab^eqaeeliy 
published. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CRAWFORD. 
Skereimry^f  Wttr. 
Major-Ghnsral  Psrsifbr  F.  Sunm, 

€om*dg.  Pecific  Division^  Benida^  Caltfomk. 
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EzBcumrB  Dbpabtmbict  of  Caliporkia,  ) 
San  Jose,  Dec.  20th,  1849. ) 
Civil  Affairs,  No.  6. 
General:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Oonstitution  which 
was  ratified  on  the  13th  of  November  last,  by  the  almost  unaninioas 
vote  of  the  people  of  this  State,  I  shall  this  day  smrender  into  the  hands 
of  the  newly-elected  Executive,  all  my  powers  as  Grovemor  of  Califo^ 
nia.    The  motives  which  induce  me  to  pursue  this  course  have  been 
ftillv  set  forth  in  my  former  dispatches. 

The  election  of  Senators  and  Members  of  Congress  to  represent  the 
interests  of  the  new  State  to  the  general  government,  will  render  it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  make  any  detailed  report  on  the  condition  and  wants 
of  the  country.    I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  repeating  here  a  few 
mattei^s  of  general  interest  which  have  already  been  referred  to  in  my 
fermer  communications,  viz. :  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  the  opening 
cf  ports  of  entr}'  south  of  San  Francisco,  the  construction  of  light-houses 
on  the  coast,  the  erection  of  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  of 
San  Francisco,  Monterey  and  San  Diego,  the  selection  of  permanent 
military  and  naval  depots,  and  the  construction  pf  arsenals,  public  store- 
houses  and  barracks,  the  erection  of  marine  hospitals,  and  of  more  com- 
modions  baildings  for  custom-honses,  the  establishment  of  new  post  of- 
fices and  new  post  routes,  the  survey  and  improvement  of  the  narbors 
and  navigable  rivers ;  and,  above  all,  the  immediate  passage  of  laws 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.    All  these  are  measures  of  the  utmost 
importance  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  new  State. 

It  will  be  seen  from  my  oivii  corresponcfence,  (copies  of  which  are 
sent  herewith,)  that  I  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  vessels  entering  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  to  make  a  small  appro- 
priation from  the  **  civil  fund^  for  a  partial  survey  of  that  bay,  and  the 
establishment  of  buoys  on  some  of  the  more  dangerous  rocks  and  shoals. 
The  co^  is  but  trifling  and  the  work  will  soon  be  completed.  It  is  of 
course  of  a  very  limited  and  temporary  character,  but  vrill  be  found 
suflicient  for  the  security  of  shipping  till  the  general  government  can 
make  appropriation  for  a  more  general  survey,  and  the  construction  of 
works  of  a  more  permanent  character. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  civil  dispatch,  the  Collector  and  Deputy  Col- 
lectors, appointed  by  the  general  government  for  this  coast,  have  ar- 
rived and  entered  upon  their  duties.  The  temporary  Collectors  appointed 
by  my  predecessor  and  by  myself,  have  consequently  been  discnarg^ 
and  the  collection  of  revenue  by  the  **  Governor  of  California**  for  the 
support  of  the  **  existing  civil  government,'*  has  been  discontinued 
Only  a  small  portion  of  the  revenues  collected  previous  to  I  he  arrival  of 
these  government  agents,  has  been  expended  for  the  support  of  the  civil 
government  of  California,  but  large  sums  have  been  loaned  to  the  mili- 
tary departments  of  the  Army  on  draft  drawn  by  government  agents,  on 
the  heads  of  their  departments,  and  these  drafts  as  well  as  the  remainder 
of  the  revenue  so  collected,  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  treasurer, 
subject  to  my  orders.  In  my  former  communications,  I  have  given  my 
views  respecting  the  nature  and  character  of  this  •*  civil  fund,^  and  1 
now  repeat  it  as  my  deliberate  opinion,  that  the  money  belbngs  in  jus- 
tice to  California,  and  ought  to  be  turned  over  to  the  ne'w  government. 
Before  acting,  however,  on  this  question,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  wait  for  a 
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reply  to  my  despatch  of  October  1st,  and  when  the  Presidents  wishes 
are  known,  I  shall  dispose  of  this  money  as  he  may  see  fit  to  direct ; 
but  if  the  aathorities  at  Washington  shonldt  on  the  receipt  of  that  des- 
patch, decline  giving  me  any  instructions  respecting  this  civil  fund,  I 
diall  deem  it  my  dutv  to  tarn  it  over  to  the  state  govemmentt  to  whom 
in  my  opinion  it  justfv  belongs. 

The  accounts  of  the  temporary  collectors  have  not  all  been  received 
and  settled,  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  ready  for  transmission  in 
the  coarse  of  a  few  weeRs. 

This  communication  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Oapt  A.  J.  Smith,  Ist 
Dragoons,  who  goes  to  Washington  as  bearer  of  despatohes  to  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States.  He  has  been  ordered,  on  the  delivery  of 
tliese  despatokee,  to  report  in  person  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army.  Very  respectfully  your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Brvt  Brig*  Gen.  U.  S.  Army,  Governor  of  California. 

Major  Gen.  R.  Johbs,  Adj,  Oen.  of  the  Armtfi  Woikimgkmf  D.  C. 

Know  mB  men  hy  these  presenU  : 

That  Ij  Bennett  Riley,  Brvt.  Brig.  (Jen.  U.  S.  Army,  and  Governor  of 
California,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  Thos. 
B.  Van  Buren,  District  Attorney  for  the  district  of  San  Joaquin,  with  a 
salary  of  two  thousttnd  doUmrs  per  annum.  This  commissien  will  take 
date  from  the  1st  day  of  November,  1849. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Monterey,  Oalifomia,  this  81st  day 
of  Oct,  A.  D.  1849.  (Signed)        B.  RILEY, 

BrvL  Brig.  Oen.  U,  S.  Army  and  Governor  of  Vtdifomia. 

(Official.) 

H*  W.  Hallkk,  BrvL  CapL  and  Secretary  of  Stale. 

Statb  Depaetment  of  Califoeki a, 

Monterey,  Oct.  81, 1849. 
Majoe  :  You  aare  authorized  by  the  governor  to  pay  from  the  *^  civil 
funds"  to  the  municipality  of  the  town  of  Stockton,  the  sum  of  ton 
Ihooaand  dollars  (•  10,090)  on  the  following  conditions,  viz. : 

let.  Tliat  said  manioipality  give  to  the  treasurer  of  California  propsf 
pledges  and  security  that  this  money  be  expended  in  the  erection  or 
purchase  of  a  suitable  building  xmt  buildings,  for  a  district  jail  and 
court-house ;  and  that  an  equal  sum  has  been  raised  and  appropriated 
by  the  said  municipality  for  the  same  purpose. 

9d.  That  the  treasurer  of  California  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
treasurer  of  Stockton  has  given  good  and  sufficient  bonds  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  proper  expenditure  of  this  monev. 

8d.  That  none  of  the  money  be  expended  by  the  town  treasury,  ex- 
cept on  the  orders  of  the  town  council,  signed  by  its  legally  constitn* 
led  officers. 

The  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  will  also  be  paid  over  to  the  munici- 
pality of  Sacramento  city  on  the  same  conditions. 

Very  respectfully  yonr  ob*t  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brvt*  Copt,  and  Secretary  of  State 
Major  R.  Aluw,  CivU  Treasurer  of  California.  San  FrandMoo.     , 
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StATB  DsPAETHKirT  OF  CaLIFORKIA, 

Monterey,  Oct.  Slst,  1849. 
Sut :  The  governor  requests  that  you  will  assist  Capt.  Keyes  in  the 
investigation,  and  defence  of  the  claims  of  the  government  to  certain 
lands  in  and  near  the  town  of  San  Francisco. 

Very  respectfully  your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

BrvL  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  Frederick  BfLUMOs,  Attorney  Oeneral,  San  Francisco,  California. 


Ih  attto  whom  ike$e  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

1,  the  undersigned,  Brev.  Brig.  General  U.  S.  Army  and  governor  of 
California,  hereby  request  all  persons  to  permit  safely  and  freely  to  pass, 
J.  McHenry  HoUings  worth,  charged  with  important  despatches  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  case  of  need  to  give  him  all 
lawful  aid  and  protection. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Monterey,  California,  this  1st  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Brev.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  Army,  and  Governor  of  California. 
^cial.) 

H*  W.  Hallbck,  Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 


State  Department  of  California, 

Monterey,  October  27,  1849. 
Gentlbbien  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  the 
resignation  of  P.  H.  Burnett  as  Judge  of  the  Superior  Tribunal  has 
been  accepted,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  proximo,  and  that  B.  H.  Dim- 
inick  and  R.  A.  Maupin  have  been  appointed  Judges  of  said  Court,  in 
the  places  of  Burnett  and  Dent. 

Very  ren>ectfully  your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bren.  Cmt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Messrs.  Corbarrunias  and  Ord,  Judges  of  superior  Tribunal,  Monterey, 
California. 


State  Department  of  California, 

Monterey,  October  Slst,  1849. 
Sm :  I  have  delivered  to  Don  Pablo  de  la  Guerra  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  and  fiftv  cents  for  the  ayuntamiento  of  Santa  Barbara^ 
to  be  expended  by  that  body  in  the  erection  and  repair  of  a  court-house 
and  jail,  as  directed  in  my  letter  of  April  80th  to  the  alcalde  of  Santa 
Barbara.  You  will  please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  money,  and 
see  that  it  is  expended  as  directed. 

Very  respectfully  your  ob*t  servant,  ' 

(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  ef  State. 
Don  J.  Carrillo,  Prefect  of  Santa  Barbara,  California. 
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State  Depabtmext  of  Caufornia, 

Monterey,  November  3d,  1840. 
Sni :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  asking  for  certain  law  books.  It  would  afford  the  governor 
great  pleasure  to  supply  you  with  the  books  referred  to  if  be  luul  them 
at  his  disposal.  A  number  of  them  have  been  ordered  from  Mexico,  but 
have  not  yet  been  received ;  but  if  they  should  come  to  hand  before  the 
existing  government  ceases  its  functions,  they  will  be  disposed  of  in  the 
best  manner  possible,  in  order  to  render  them  useful  to  the  courts. 

Very  respectfully  your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
6.  D.  DicKXRSOK,  Prefect  of  San  Joaquin,  Stockton,  California. 


State  Depaktmeut  op  Caufobnia, 

Monterey,  November  Sd,  1849. 
Major  :  Your  letter  of  the  81st  ultimo,  asking  that  the  sum  of  flfhr 
thousand  dollars  may  be  loaned  fhim  the  ^  civil  funds,''  now  in  the  hamb 
of  your  agent  in  this  place  to  Captain  Kane  as  assistant  quartermaster, 
has  been  laid  before  the  governor,  who  directs  me  to  reply  as  foliows. 

Your  are  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  from 
the  **  civil  funds"  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  taking  the  proper 
drafts  for  the  same  ;  but  it  must  be  understood  that  you  are  to  keep  in 
deposit  with  your  agent  here  not  less  than  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars 
of  the  civil  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  civil  expenses  which 
may  accrue  at  this  place.  SSane  of  the  salaries  of  the  civil  officers 
soc^  of  this  place  nave  been  paid,  and  consequently  demands  of  a 
considerable  amount,  which  the  governor  has  pledged  himself  to  pay, 
may  at  any  moment  be  presented  for  settlement.  Captain  Kane  reports 
diat  he  has  otAj  about  fifty  tiiousand  dollars  of  '*  civil  funds"  on  hand ; 
it  would  therefore  be  improper  to  transfer  that  money  to  the  quarter- 
master's department,  and  leave  the  civil  government  here  without  the 
means  of  defraying  its  current  expenses. 

Very  respectfully  your  oVt  servant,        * 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 

Major  R.  Allen,  Civil  Treasurer,  San  Francisco,  California. 

State  Depasticent  of  CALB^>mviA, 

Monterey,  November  Sd,  1849* 

8n :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  papers  referred  to  in 
your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  and  which  were  left  on  my  table  in  Sep- 
tember last  by  some  person  who  said  they  were  given  to  him  to  bring 
here,  but  for  what  object  he  knew  not  Not  knowing  what  disposition 
to  make  of  them,  I  have  retained  them  in  my  possession  till  the  present 
time. 

Kg  official  notice  of  the  trials  in  San  Francisco  (referred  to  in  your 
letter)  has  ever  been  received  bythe  governor,  and  he  has  therefore 
taken  no  action  on  the  subject    What  his  action  may  be,  if  the  record 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


[W]  » 

of  the  Court  should  be  officially  brougbt  before  him,  I  cannot  say,  but 
no  such  expenses  have  heretofore  been  paid  ont  of  the  **  civil  fundi.'' 

Very  respectfully  your  ob*t  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  CapL  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  HoRACB  Haws8»  Prefect  of  San  Francisco,  California. 


Statb  Dbpaetmbnt  of  California, 

Monterey^  November  3d^  1849. 
Sim :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receint  of 
your  letter  of  October  14th,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  local 
alcalde  at  or  near  your  camp,  i  ou  will  see  from  the  abstracts  of  the 
existing  laws  of  the  country,  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  alcaldes, 
^  copy  of  which  is  inclosed  herewith,)  that  where  such  officers  exceed 
iheir  powers,  they  should  be  complained  of  to  the  prefect  of  the  district^ 
or  be  indicted  before  the  superior  tribunal  for  mal-administration  of 
justioe.  As  there  are  both  a  prefect  and  district  attorney  in  the  dis- 
trict of  San  Joaquin,  and  as  the  superior  tribunal  is  completely  organ* 
.  ined  and  in  the  performanee  of  its  outies  as  a  court,  the  governor  deems 
it  improper  for  him  to  interfere  in  matters  which  are  assigned  by  the 
laws  to  other  officers  oS  the  government. 

Very  respectfully  your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  CapU  and  Secretary  of  State* 
P«  M.  FoLST,  Esq.9  Stockton,  California. 

Statb  Dbpartmbnt  of  Califoevia, 

Monterey 9  November  Ist^  1849. 
Six:  In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  superior  tri* 
banal,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  the  administration  of  justice,  the  goTer- 
nor  has  appointed  Don  Mariano  Malaria  a  judge  of  finA  instance  for 
this  district,  with  exclusive  jurisdiction,  to  date  from  to-day. 

Very  respectfully  your  ob*t  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  Staie* 
Hon.  DAvm  Spshob,  Prefect  of  Monterey. 


State  Dbpaetmbnt  of  Califoenia, 

Monterey^  November  5,  1849* 
Six  :  Your  letter  of  the  Ist  inst.  and  the  enclosed  paper  have  been 
laid  before  the  Governor,  who  directs  me  to  reply  as  follows : 

It  is  not  deemed  the  duty  of  the  executive,  but  the  courts,  to  decide 
upon  the  validity  of  the  decree  of  March  20,1817 ;  and  while  the  gover- 
nor will  always  hold  himself  ready  to  execute  the  proper  decisions  of 
the  courts,  he  cannot  take  upon  himself  the  decinons  of  questions  which 
legitimately  belong  to  the  judicial  department  of  the  government. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  CapL  and  Se^y  of  SiaS^ 
Hon.  DAvm  Sfbhob,  Prefect  of  Monterey. 
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Kmom  mU  mM  hf  these  pretemti : 

Thai  I,  Bennett  Riley,  Bvt  Brif •  Oen.  U.  8.  Army  and  governor  of 
California,  by  virtne  of  authority  in  roe  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  Fred. 
W.  Moore  harbor-master  for  the  port  of  **  New- York  of  the  Pacific''— 
the  fees  of  office,  where  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  will  be  the 
same  as  those  of  the  harbor-master  of  New- York  city. 

Given  at  Monterey,  Caiifomia,  this  6th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILBY^ 

BvL  Brig.  Gem  U.  S.  Armu  and  Gtmemar  of  Calijbrnia. 
(OfEeial.) 
H.  W.  Haluok,  BnL  CapLmmd  fi^y  qf  Skaie. 


This  is  to  certify  that  Daniel  Wight  has  satisfactorily  proved  before 
me  that  he  served  as  a  volunteer  in  Caiifomia  a  short  time  during  Uio 
war  vnth  Mexico ;  that  he  has  resided  in  this  country  since  May,  1847t 
and  that  he  is  now  a  resident  and  freeholder  in  the  district  of  Monte- 
rey. It  would  thus  appear  that  said  Daniel  Wight  is  justly  entitled, 
under  the  treaty  of  Guadaloupe  Hidalgo,  to  the  rights,  privileges  and 
immunities  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

State  DDrAETMSirr,  Montbrbt,  Galifobnia. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Bvt.  Copt,  md  Se^y  of  Slate.    \ 
November  6ik,  1849. 


Sah  Feamoisoo,  CAbvoBiru, 

November  14Uk,  1849. 
Sot:  I  am  directed  bv  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  15th  and  17th  ultimo,  asking  for  the  transfer 
of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  Navy.  The  only  money  at 
the  disposal  of  the  governor  is  the  ^  civil  funds,"  derived  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  customs,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  United  States 
ecdleetor  on  this  coast ;  and,  as  it  is  reported  by  the  civil  treasurer* 
tfiat  all  of  the  money  which  will  not  be  required  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  civil  government,  will  be  needed  by  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, the  governor  will  not  be  able  to  loan  any  of  this  fund  for  the  use 
of  the  Navy,  as  requested  by  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Capt.  and  Sec'y  of  State. 
R.  M.  PucB, 

Pureer  U.  S.  Navy^  San  FranciecOf  California. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents: 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  Bvt.  Brig.  gen.  U.  S.  Army  and  governor  of 
California,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  and 
oommission  Hugh  (yDonnell  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  district  of 
San  Francisco,  California. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  M^^evey*  Califemia,  this  lOOk 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  &  Armjf  and  Chvemar  of  CaUfomia. 
(Official.) 
II.  W.  Hallbck, 

BvL  Capi.  and  Se&y  of  Suue. 

Know  aU  men  by  these  presents  : 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  bvt  brig.  gen.  U.  S.  army  and  governor  of  Cal- 
ifornia, bv  virtne  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appc^nt  and  com^ 
mission  K.  A.  Wilson  jndge  of  first  instance,  widi  criminal  jurisdiction, 
in  and  for  the  district  of  &tcramento,  vice  W.  E*  Shannon,  resigned. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Monterey,  California,  this  16th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1649. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  &  Army  and  Chvemor  of  Calif  omia. 
(Official.) 

H.  W.  Hallbck, 

BvL  Qqft.  and  Sec^y  of  State. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents  : 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  bvt.  brig.  gen.  U.  S.  army  and  governor  of  Cali- 
fornia, bv  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  i4>point  and  com- 
mission 1.  Heron  Foster  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  district  of  San 
Francisco,  California. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Monterey,  California,  this  IGth 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Cfen.  U.  &  Army  and  Chvemor  of  Calif omia. 
(Official.) 

H.  Yf.  Hallbck, 

But.  Copt,  and  Se&y  of  State. 


Know  aU  men  by  these  presents : 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  bvt.  brig.  gen.  U.  S.  army  and  governor  of  Cali- 
fornia, by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  and  com- 
mission George  E.  Tyler  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  district  of  San 
Francisco,  California. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Monterey,  California,  this  1 0th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Cten.  U.  S.  Army. 
(Official.) 

H.  W*  Hallbck, 

BvL  CapL  and  Setfy  of  State. 


Know  aU  men  by  these  presents : 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  bvt  brig.  gen.  U.  S.  army  and  governor  of  Oali- 
fomia,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  and  com- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


26  [M] 

susrion  WilKam  M.  Hoffiaoan  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  district  of 
San  Francisco^  California. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Monterey,  California,  this  10th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

BvL  Brig.  Ckn.  U.  8.  Army  and  Chvemor  of  Califymia. 
(Official.) 

H.  W.  Hallboe, 
Btrt.  Copt,  and  Se<ff  of  State. 


Statb  Dbpt.  of  Gaufobmia, 

Monterey 9  November  16M,  1849. 
Sib  :  The  governor  has  been  pleased  to  accept  your  resignation  as  a 
Judge  of  the  Fuvt  Instance,  for  the  district  of  Sacramento,  to  take  effect 
upon  the  qualification  of  your  successor. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Copt,  and  Secretary  of  /Skate. 
How.  W.  E.  SuJtnvoVf 

Judge  of  the  1st  Instance^  Sacramento^  Cdlifomia. 


Statb  Dbpt.  of  Califoenia, 

Monterey^  November  16<A,  1849. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October 
4th.  The  salaries  of  all  civil  officers,  north  of  San  Jos6  will  be  paid 
by  Major  R.  Allan,  in  San  Francisco.  I  enclose  herewith  your  appoint- 
ment of  John  Ferry,  as  sub-prefect  of  Sonoma,  approved  by  the  gover- 
ns ;  only  two  sub-prefects  are  allowed  for  each  district. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  C.  p.  Wilkiks,  Prefect  of  Sonoma^  California. 


State  Dept.  of  Califobnia, 

Monterey^  November  16^,  1849. 
Majob  :  The  governor  directs  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
ftlO,000)  be  set  aside  fVom  the  civil  fund  to  pay  the  expenses  of  estab- 
lishing buoys  at  different  points  in  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  as  directed 
in  my  letter  of  September  22d,  to  Captain  C.  Ringgold,  a  copy  of  which 
18  enclosed  herewith.  Captain  Ringgold  will  be  allowed  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  survey  and  superintending  the  con- 
struction of  the  work,  instead  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-dollars  per 
month,  as  formerly  directed.  The  payments  should  be  made  on  vouchers 
certified  by  Captain  Ringgold  in  the  usual  form. 

By  ordtf  oS  the  governor. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bnt.  Capt  and  Secretary  of  StaU. 
Msgor  R.  AuJDr,  dml  Treasurer j  San  Frandscot  California. 
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Stati  DvABTHxirr  of  Oiijfobxia* 
I,  H.  W.  Halleck,  Brevet  Captain,  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Califor^ 
nia,  do  hereby  certify  that  J.  W.  Gearv  is  first  alcalde,  and  a  judge  of 
first  instance  in  and  for  the  district  of  San  Francisco,  Caiif<Hmia,  do^ 
appointed  and  authorized  to  act  as  such,  and  that  just  faith  and  credit 
are  and  ought  to  be  given  to  his  official  acts. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at  Monterey,  California,  this 
16th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1840. 

(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

BvU  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  SuUe. 

Circular. 

Statb  Dipt,  of  Caufornu, 

November  I9th,  1849. 
All  accounts  against  the  existing  civil  government  of  California 
should  be  presented  for  payment  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  January 
next.  All  accounts  North  of,  and  including  the  district  of  San  Jos6, 
should  be  presented  to  Major  Allen,  at  San  Francisco,  and  all  South  of 
that  district,  to  Captain  Kanct  at  Monterey. 

The  salaries  of  officers  authorized  by  law  will  be  paid  on  the  jHreseiH 
tation  of  the  appointments  or  certificates  of  election,  as  the  case  may 
be ;  but  all  other  accounts  and  charges  must  receive  the  approval  of  the 
governor  before  they  can  be  paid. 

By  order  of  the  Governor, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvi.  Capt  and  Secretary  of  Staie. 

State  Dbpt.  of  Califorkia, 

Monterey^  November  19^  1849. 
Major  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  circular  issued  this  day,  re- 
specting the  payment  of  account^  against  the  civil  government.    It  is 
the  wish  of  the  governor  that  debts  of  this  government  should  be  piud, 
and  the  accounts  of  the  ^  civil  fund,**  should  all  be  settled  by  the  first 
day  of  January  next    All  moneys  belonging  to  this  fund  uid  nol  re- 
quired for  paying  the  expenses  or  the  existing  civil  government,  should 
be  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary's  departments, 
(if  required  for  the  services  of  tl^ose  departments,)  the  proper  drafts  for 
ue  same  being  taken  on  the  heads  of  those  departments  in  Washington. 
By  order  of  the  Grovemor. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brvt.  CapU  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Major  R.  Allbk, 

Civil  Treasurerf  San  Francisco^  California. 

State  Deft.,  Califorria, 
Monterey,  November  90IA,  1849. 
Sir  :  Your   letter  of  this  date,  asking  if  a  military  officer  can  be 
legally  elected  a  member  of  an  ajruatamiento,  has  been  received,  and 
laid  before  the  governor,  who  direct  me  to  reply  as  follows : 

In  the  law  of  March  SO,  1837,  it  is  said  that  **  officers  holding  ap- 
pointments under  the  general  government^  cannot  be  members  of  nyim- 
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temiento,  and  in  aeetion  1st  of  the  sdiednle  of  the  CoMthntieii,  it  ie 
said  that  *^  all  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  **  this  Consti* 
tation  and  not  inconsistent  therewith,  *'  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the 
lefiaslatnrey  shall  continue  as  if  the  same  had  not  been  aifopted.''  It  is 
therefore  eYident  that  no  officer  of  U.  S.  Army  can  now  be  a  member  of 
the  ayontamieBto»  nor  even  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  until 
the  law  of  March  20th,  1887,  shall  be  repealed  or  so  altered  as  to  re* 
move  the  prohibition  abore  referred  to. 

Very  respectftilly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brvt.  Copt,  and  Secretary  qf  jSWc 
Hojr.  Davo)  Spbncb, 

Prefect  of  Monterey y  California. 

State  Dspt.  of  Cauforioa, 

Monterey,  November  20th,  1849* 
Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  17th,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  an  ayunr 
tamiento  in  San  Juan  Bautisto,  has  been  received  and  laid  before  the 
governor,  who  directs  me  to  reply  as  follows : 

In  the  law  of  March  20,  1837,  it  is  said  that  ''interior  towns  of  8,000 
inhabitants,  towns  which  bad  ayuntamientos  previous  to  1808,  and  those 
to  whom  this  right  is  given  by  soecial  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  ayun- 
tamientos." San  Juan  Bautisto  nas  not  8^000  inhabitants,  nor  had  it  an 
ayuotamiento  previous  to  1808,  and  the  only  ground  upon  which  that 
jAace  can  now  claim  an  ayuntamiento  is,  that  such  right  has  been  given 
by  special  law.  But  no  such  law  can  be  found,  nor  is  there,  it  is  believed^ 
any  such  law  in  existence.  The  simple  fact  that  San  Juan  has  been 
made  a  pueUo,  would  not  entitle  it  to  an  ayuntamiento.  It  is  therefore 
believed  that  no  body  of  men  in  that  can  legally  exercise  the  powers  of 
an  ajrnntamiento  till  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  legislature ;  for  aU 
laws  in  California  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  laws»  audi 
treaties  of  the  United  States,  or  with  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  must 
continue  in  force  until  repealed  or  altered  by  the  Legislature.  Vide 
section  1  of  schedule. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant/ 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

BvL  CapL  and  Secretary  of  Skate. 
HoH.  DAvm  Spence, 

Prefect  of  Monterey. 

State  Deft,  or  Cautoevta, 

Monterey,  Nov.  20f  1848. 
Sm :  YoQjr  letter  of  Oetobmr  S8d  was  received  on  the  17th  instaat 
hk  reply  to  your  question,  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  I  have  never  seen 
in  the  archives  of  the  government  any  charter  or  original  plan  or  soi>- 
▼ey  of  the  town  of  Yerba  Buena.  It  is  possible  that  some  such  papers 
or  plans  mav  exist  among  the  proceedings  of  the  territorial  assembly; 
but  I  never  have  seen  any,  and  I  now  have  no  time  to  make  such  ex- 
amination as  would  enable  me  to  say  positively  that  none  exist  in  the 
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government  archives.    I  know  of  no  reservations  for  government  pur- 
poses  except  those  made  in  tl 
of  General  Kearny  of  1847. 


poses  except  those  made  in  the  general  laws  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  grant 

ur         


Very  respectfhlly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

BvL  CapU  and  Secretary  of  State. 
T.  H.  Grben,  Eso., 

San  Francisco^  California. 


The  foregoing  representation  is  referred  to  the  prefect  of  the  district 
for  his  action  in  the  premises. 

All  public  regulations  made  by  the  former  governors  of  California 
and  not  rescinded  are  nndoubtedly  still  in  force,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
prefects  and  sub-prefects  to  see  that  they  are  enforced.  The  prefect  of 
this  district  will  therefore  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  remedy  the 
abuses  complained  of  in  the  foregoing  communication,  and,  if  the 
charges  maae  against  the  sub-prefect  at  San  Juan  are  proved,  he  should 
be  punished  as  provided  in  the  laws. 

Given  at  Monterey,  California,  this  17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1849. 
By  order  of  the  Governor, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

BvL  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 

Endorsed  on  Sefior  Sanchez's  representation  to  the  governor  against 
the  sub-prefect  of  Monterey. 

Statb  Dvt.  or  CAUfomwrA, 

Monterey,  November  2Sth,  1849. 
Snt:  Your  resignation  of  the  office  of  judge  of  1st  instance,  of  the 
District  of  San  Joaquin,  is  accepted  by  the  governor,  to  take  effect  on 
the  qualification  of  your  successor. 

Very  respeotftilly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bnt.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Hon.  G.  G.  Belt, 

Stockton,  Calif omta. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents  : 

That  I,  Bennet  Biley,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gton.  U.  S.  Army,  and  Governor  of 
California,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  James 
R.  Reynolds,  judge  of  the  1st  instance,  in  and  for  the  district  of  San 
Joaquin  (vice  Belt  resigned),  to  date  flrom  December  Ist,  1849. 

Given  under  ray  hand  and  seal  at  Monterey,  California^  this  28di  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  a  R^EY, 

BnL  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  A.  and  Chwemor  of  CaUfomim. 
(QffioiaL) 

H.  W.  Hallkk,  BtfL  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
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Stais  DiPAitTiaDiT  OF  Caufomia, 

Monterey,  November  28^,  1849. 
Snt:  Your  resignation  of  the  office  of  judge  of  l8t  instance,  of  the 
district  of  San  Jose,  is  accepted,  to  take  effect  on  the  30th  instant. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

BvL  CapL  and  Secretary  of  State. 

Hon*   J.   T.  RiCHAKDSON, 

San  Joii,  Calif omia. 


Know  att  menby  these preients : 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gren.  U.  S.  Army,  and  Governor  oi 
California,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  Wm. 
BL  Kincaid,  judge  of  1st  instance  of  the  district  of  San  Jos6^  (vice 
Richardson  resigned,)  to  date  from  the  first  of  December  next. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Monterey,  California,  this  28th  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U'  S.  Army,  and  Governor  of  California. 
(Official.) 

IL  W.  Halleck,  Bvt.  Copt,  and  Secretary  of  State. 

StATI  DlPABTMSMT  OP    CaLIPOBMIA, 

Moniereyf  December  1st,  1849. 
Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  duplicate  accounts  of  D. 
W.  Perley,  for  certain  services  rendered,  under  your  direction,  at  the  re- 
cent election  in  San  Joaquin  district.  The  governor  directs  me  to  say 
that  such  accounts  are  in  all  cases  paid  by  the  districts  or  towns  for 
which  tiiev  are  rendered,  and  that  he  cannot  pay  them  out  of  the  *^  civO 
foads^  in  his  hands,  without  violating  a  rule  established  by  his  prede- 
cesMNr,  and  which  has  since  been  invariably  adhered  ta 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

B^  CapU  and  Sec^y  of  State. 
Horn.  6.  D*  DicKBssoM, 

Prefect  of  San  Joaquin,  Calif  omia. 


Stats  DsPABTinDrr  op  Caliporkia, 

Monterey,  December  1st,  1849. 
Sni :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
jtmr  letter  of  November  7th,  and  the  accompanying  papers.  The  re- 
turns of  the  election  of  alcalde  at  your  place  hietve  been  sent  to  Ifr* 
Didcerson,  of  Stodcton,  the  prefect  of  the  distrieti  for  his  apjproval. 
n&e  governor  eaimot  g^ve  you  any  further  information  respectiBg  tho 
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duties  and  powers  of  an  alcalde,  tbaa  vfhat  is  eontained  in  the  abstraot 
of  the  lawst  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  you  with  my  letter  of  Nov.  8d. 
Very  respectfnlly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

BeL  Capt.  and  Sec'y  of  Staie. 
P.  M.  FoLBV,  Esa., 

Willaw  Bmr,  (Mukekmne  Bi^er,) 
iSan  Joaquin  Distridt  Calif otmia. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presenU: 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  Bvt  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army  and  Governor  of 
California,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  and 
commission  J.  Wing  Allen  a  notary  public  and  commissioner  of  deedi^ 
itt  and  for  the  district  of  Monterey,  California. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Monterey,  California,  this  Ist 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

JBctf.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  Army  and  Oommor  of  Ctdtfomia. 


H.  W.  Hallbck,  Bvt.  CapL  and  Secretary  of  State. 


Know  aU  men  by  these  presents : 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army  and  Governor. of 
California,  bv  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  and 
commission  J.  Wing  Allen  harbor-master  of  the  port  of  Monterey,  Call* 
fomia ;  the  fees  of  office  to  be  the  same  as  those  allowed  in  the  port  of 
Kew-Yoit 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Monterey,  Califoniia,  this  1st 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

B9L  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  Army  and  Oovemor  of  CaKfomia. 
(Official) 
H.  W.  Hallbok,  Bvt.  Capt.  and  Sec'y  ^  StaU. 

Know  dm  men  by  these  presents: 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Armv  and  Governor  of 
CamSmmia,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  and 
commission  J.  B.  Marshall  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  distriet  of 
Sacramento. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Monterey,  California,  this  Ist 
day  of  December,  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

BvL  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army  and  Governor  of  California. 
(Qfficta].} 
H.  W.  Hauubok«  BvL  Capt.  and  So&y  of  Slate. 

Kmw  all  men  by  them  presents  : 

That  I,  Bennett  RHey,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.  Army  and  Governor  of 
OaUftumia,  by  viima  of  mitiioriQr  in  mo  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  & 
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Frank  Boome  a  ootarj  pablio  aad  oeramiMioiier  of  deads  in  and  fmt 
Ika  d^tiiot  of  Sacrameato,  California. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  BConterey,  Oalifonua,  this  1st 
day  of  December,  A*  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  R  RILEY, 

BvL  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  Army  and  Oovemor  of  OaHfomia.. 
(Official.) 
H.  W.  Hallsok,  BvL  C^L  and  Setfy  of  State. 

StATB  DSPARTMBMT  OF  CaUFORICIA, 

Monterey^  December  l5f,  1840. 
Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vonr  letter  of 
November  1st,  and  to  inform  you  that  you  are  laboring  under  a  mistake 
in  supposing  that  I  wrote  you  a  letter  on  the  part  of  Ool.  Mason,  promis- 
ing you  the  appointment  of  U.  &  surgeon  in  case  of  a  vacancy.  I 
have,  to  the  best  of  my  reoolleotion,  never  written  you  any  such  letter, 
and  am  quite  certain  that  Col.  Mason  could  never  have  promised  you 
an  appointment  which  it  was  never  in  his  power  to  confer  on  any  per- 
son. IC  however,  anv  such  letter  was  written  to  you  on  the  part  of  Ool. 
Mason,  it  must  have  been  by  the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  this  de- 
partmenty  to  whom  I  would  refer  you  for  further  information. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bi>t.  Capt.  and  See'y  of  State. 
HtL  A.  Akslui, 

San  Louis  Obispo^  Califomia. 

Statb  Dspastmsnt  of  California, 

Monterey,  December  Ist,  1849. 
Sdl:  I  am  directed  by  Governor  Riley  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
ysor  letter  of  November  32d,  and  the  enclosed  papers.  The  whole  snb- 
Jeel  of  the  collection  of  the  revenue  has  now  passed  from  die  hands  of 
the  governor  to  those  of  the  collector  of  this  district,  who,  of  course, 
BUist  make  all  the  arrangements  with  rempect  to  the  salaries  of  his  of- 
fioers.  The  salaries  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  custom  hoitte  at 
Son  Francisco,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Collier,  were  fixed  by  Mr. 
HarriaoB,  suhiject  to  the  approval  of  the  governor.  Gen.  Riley  will  ap* 
ptwe  of  the  psQrmeat  of  aU  reasonable  salaries  allowed  by  Mr.  Harri« 
spn,  bat  oannot  authorise  the  payment  of  any  wages  higher  than  those 
agreed  upon  and  certified  to  by  him. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obeooettt  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.HALLBOK, 

A.  Knrrura,  Js.,  Bvt.  Capt.  andSec^y  of  State. 

San  Francisco,  Califomia. 

Statb  D»AMitBifT  of  Califobnia, 

JUonterey,  December  3tf,  1849. 
Sot.:  Your  letter  of  November  6th  has  been  laid  before  the 
',  wdbo  dtrecis  me  to  saj  Ibat  it  would  afford  him  dw  greatest 
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pleasure  to  comply  with  your  request  in  gmstiiig  the  chvieh  'of  Saa 
Buenaventura  the  vineyard  of  St.  Gertrud^,  but  that  it  is  not  ii|  hia 
power  to  make  any  such  grants  without  the  authority  of  law.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  undoubtedly  pass  laws,  during  the 
present  session,  with  respect  to  the  disposition  of  the  mission  lands  in 
California. 

I  am,  sir,  your  Reverence's 

Most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

BU.  OapL  and  Se^y  of  StaU. 
Very  Reverend  Fr. 

Jl  Mabia  db  J.  60MZALES9 

SaiUa  BarbarOf  California. 

Statb  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Califobvia« 

Monterey,  December  Sd^  1849. 
SiB :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  November  6th,  and  to  inform  you  that  your  letter  and  all 
the  papers  connected  with  the  election  held  at  the  ^Oregon  Bar,  Noveo^ 
ber  3a,  for  alcalde,"  have  been  sent  to  G.  D.  Dickenon,  the  prefect  of 
the  district,  whose  duty  it  is  to  decide  upon  the  election  of  aU  local  offi* 
cers. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Capt.  and  Sec'y.  of  JSiate. 
T.  P.  Sbabs,  Esa., 

Care  of  Douglas  &  RsAatT,  Skockton^  Calif omia. 


Statb  DEPABTBfEirr  of  Califobnia, 

Monterey,  December  3J,  1849. 
Sib  ;  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
vour  letter  of  November  24th,  and  to  sav  to  you  in  reply,  that  it  will  sol 
be  in  his  power  to  make  any  additional  allowance,  for  your  services  in 
the  custom  house  at  Sim  Francisco,  to  the  salary  fixed  upon  by  the 
collector  of  that  port.  The  governs  has  no  means  of  judging  of  the 
character  of  the  services  rendered  in  that  establishment,  other  than 
the  report  of  the  officer  charged  with  tke  general  directioitti  oi  the 
oustoms.  He  will,  however,  as  he  has  done  heretolbre,  approve  all  pro- 
per and  just  payments  made  by  that  officer,  up  to  the  time  of  his  being 
relieved  by  the  regular  collector. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Cmt.  and  Sec^y  of  State. 
J  D.  Cabb.  ^  ^ 

Deputy  Collector,  San  FVaneieoo,  Calif omia. 

Statb  Dbpabtmbut  Gf  Calitobkia, 

Monterey,  December  Sd,  1849. 
Sot:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
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October  24th9  which  has  been  laid  before  the  Governor.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive  to  decide  definitely  npon  questions  of  law  like 
that  referred  to  in  your  letter ;  and  he  therefore  can  only  say  in  general 
terms  that  the  laws  of  California,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution, 
treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  are  still  valid  in  this  country, 
and  will  continue  till  repealed  by  legislative  authority.  The  judicial 
tribunals  must  judge  for  themselves  respecting  the  meaning  and  cha- 
racter of  these  laws. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  Slate. 
Don  J.  Carrillo,  Prefect  of  Santa  Barbara^  California. 


Statb  Department  op  Caltpornia, 

Monterei/^  December  4th,  1849, 
Sir  :  Your  representation  of  the  80th  of  November,  complaining 
that  some  person,  not  named,  had  taken  possession  of  lands  of  which 
yoQ  claim  to  be  the  owner,  has  been  laid  before  the  Governor,  who 
directs  me  to  say  that  your  proper  course  in  this  case  is  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Alcalde  to  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Tribunal^ 
who,  if  satisfied  that  injustice  has  been  done  you,  will  take  the  proper 
measures  to  secure  you  in  your  rightful  possession. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
JuAif  Grisostorus  Galindo,  Santa  Clara,  Calif omia. 


This  is  to  certify,  that  James  Doyle  has  satisfactorily  proved  before 
me  that  he  has  served  as  a  volunteer  in  California  a  short  time  during 
the  war  with  Mexico,  that  he  has  resided  in  this  country  since  May, 
1847,  and  that  he  is  now  a  resident  and  freeholder  in  the  District  of 
Monterey.  It  would  thus  appear  that  said  James  Doyle  is  justly  enti- 
tled, under  the  treaty  of  Guadaloupe  Hidalgo,  to  the  rights,  privileges^ 
<x  immunities  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
State  Dbpartmrnt, 

Monterey y  California,  December  4th,  1849. 

(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 

State  Department  op  Caupornia, 

Monterey,  December  4th,  1849. 

Sim:  Tour  official  communication  of  the  30th  of  November  has 
been  received  and  laid  before  the  Grovemor,  who  directs  me  to  say,  in 
reply,  that  he  has  learned  with  extreme  regret  that  difficulties  of  a 
Berions  nature  have  occurred  between  citizens  of  the  pueblo  of  San 
Jos^y  with  respect  to  titles  to  lands  in  and  near  that  town.  He  is  fully 
aware  that  many  illegal  and  fraudulent  sales  of  land  have  been  made 
in  the  different  towns  in  California,  not  only  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
individuals  bat  also  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

No  tribunal  for  deciding  questions  of  this  kind  between  individuals 
and  the  general  government  has  yet  been  organized,  but  it  is  beliered 
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that  the  existing  courts  of  California  are  competent  to  settle  all  qnestions 
of  possession,  if  not  of  title,  between  the  individaal  claimants  ;  and  it 
is  hoped  that  all  persons  will  quietly  submit  their  disputes,  where  they 
cannot  be  amicably  arranged,  to  the  decision  of  such  courts.  If  the 
local  authOTities  should  fail  to  do  justice  to  any  of  the  parties,  the  laws 
provide  a  remedy  in  an  appeal  to  the  Superior  Tribunal,  whose  decisions 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  enforce.  But  until  such  decisions 
are  made,  it  would  be  evidently  improper  for  the  Governor  to  interfere 
any  further  than  might  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  order. 

Let  no  one  fear  the  ultimate  decision  of  our  courts ;  for  whatever 
may  be  the  temporarv  action  of  subordinate  authorities,  the  law  will 
eventually  be  enforced,  and  the  just  rights  of  individuals  vindicated  and 
secured.  All  legal  titles  to  lands  in  California  given  previous  to  the 
acquisition  of  the  country  by  the  United  States,  must  be  respected  and 
confirmed,  for  the  faith  of  our  government  is  pledged  to  that  course. 
There  should  therefore  be  no  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  old  inhab- 
itants of  the  country  that  our  government  will  permit  any  one  to 
deprive  them  of  their  just  rights ;  even  if,  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  country  at  the  present  moment,  the  proper  tribunals 
should  be  unable  to  act  immediately  upon  all  cases  of  dispute,  the  Cali- 
fornians  may  rest  assured  that  full  justice  will  eventually  be  done  them. 

Let  them  calmly  await  this  result,  without  attempting  to  take  the  law 
in  their  own  hands.  The  latter  course  would  necessarily  involve  them 
in  the  most  serious  difficulties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Copt,  and  Secretary  of  State. 
A.  M.  Pico,  Prefect  of  San  Jose,  California. 

State  Department  of  Califorsia, 

Monterey,  December  4(A,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  November  16th,  1849,  and  to  say,  in  reply,  that  the  pre- 
fect must  decide  all  questions  respecting  the  election  of  local  officers, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  governor ;  but  until  such  appeal  is  made, 
the  governor  must  decline  to  act  in  the  cases  referred  to  in  your  letter. 
The  prefects  also  appoint  and  conmiission  alt  justices  of  the  peace, 
submitting  such  appointments  to  the  governor  for  his  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Brev.  Copt,  and  Secretary  of  State, 
Hon.  E.  O.  Crosby,  Prefect  of  Sacramento  District,  Sacramento  Ciiyt 
California. 

ExBCUTivB  Department  or  Caupornia, 

Monterey,  December  5th,  1849. 
GrSNTLBMEN :  You  are  requested  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  late 
collector  Of  this  port,  and  report  the  amount  due  from  the  '*  civil  fund." 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army,  and  Crovemor  of  California. 
Capt.  H.  S.  Burton  and  Capt  E.  K.  Kane. 
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Krunx)  att  men  by  these  presents  : 

That  I,  Bennet  Riley,  Brevet  Brig.  General  of  tlie  U.  S.  Army,  and 
(Jovemor  of  California,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby 
appoint  C.  T.  Ryland  a  notary  in  and  for  the  District  of  San  Jofi6,  Cali- 
foraia.  ^ 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Monterey,  California,  this  5th  day 
of  December,  A.  JX  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  K  S.  Army,  nnd  Governor  of  California. 
(OfficiaL) 
H.  W.  HuLLBCK,  BretK  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 


Statr  Department  of  Calipoenia, 

Monterey,  December  6th,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
November  30th,  and  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  return  to  you  the 
^iccoant  of  Mr.  Gole.  General  Riley  declines  to  authorize  the  payment 
t)f  this,  or  any  other  accounts  of  this  description.  The  election  expenses 
of  teach  district  must  be  paid  by  the  district  itself,  iinless  the  legislature 
should  otherwise  direct 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Lieut  J.  H.  hmwwoM^^San  Francisco,  California. 


State  Department  of  California, 

Monterey,  December  6th,  1849. 
*Sni:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  say  that  he  has  this  day 
i^eeived  from  Capt  Sutter  and  Mr.  Schoolcraft  an  application  to 
appoint  you  a  notary  public  in  Sacramento  Oity.  Having  already  sig- 
nified iiis  Intention  to  leave  all  further  appointments  of  this  kind,  except 
in  cases  of  great  urgency,  to  his  successor,  iie  cannot  with  propriety 
send  you  a  o^pamission.  He,  however,  will  turn  over  the  recommenda- 
tions to  the  new  governor  for  his  action  in  the  premises. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  (f  StaU 
Os^KGS  S.  Fake,  Esq.,  JSaorame$Uo  City,  California. 


Statb  Departbieiit  of  California, 

Monterey,  December  ^h,  1849. 
Sir  i  The  governor  requests  me  to  inform  you  that  he  has  this  day 
received  from  Captain  Stevenson  your  letter t)f  Kovember  9th,  asking 
for  the  appointment  of  notary  public  for  your  son-in-law,  Joseph  H.*" 
Brady.  If  your  application  had  been  sooner  received,  the  appointment 
"Would  have  been  made ;  but  the  governor  has  alreadv  signified  to  others 
his  intention  to  make  no  further  appointments  of  this  kind,  except  in 
wiiere  the  immediate  wants  of  the  public  require  them.    Thii . 
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course  lie  deems  himself  bound  to  pursue  in  justice  to  his  successor,  to 
whom,  in  a  few  days,  he  will  turn  over  all  his  authority  in  civil  affairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob^t  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Brev.  CapL  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Col.  J.  L.  Stevenson,  San  Francisco^  California. 

State  Department  of  California, 

Monterey,  December  %th,  1M9. 
Gentlemen:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  !N^oyember  29th,  and  to  say,  in  reply, 
that  the  land  near  the  ^presidio"  has  been  reserved  for  military  pur- 
poses, and  that  he  has  no  power  to  make  grants  of  said  land  to  private 
persons.  Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Messrs.  Charles  Gray,  Abram  P.  De  Witt,  San  FranciscOf  California. 

State  Department  of  California, 

Monterey f  December  ^h,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  November  30th,  asking  that  a  grant  of  land  may  be  made 
to  Mr.  Hurd  near  the  presidio  of  San  Francisco,  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. General  Riley  has  no  power  whatever  to  make  any  grants  or 
sales  of  public  lands,  and  even  if  he  had  any  such  general  power,  he 
oould  not  grant  to  private  individuals  lands  which  have  been  reserved 
for  government  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob*t  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Benjamin  Brewster,  Esq.,  San  Francisco,  California. 

ExECUTrvE  Department  of  Caufornia, 

Monterey,  December  6tik,  1849. 
Brevet  Captain  H.  W.  Halleck,  secretary  of  state,  will  take  charge 
of  the  custom-house  papers  of  his  brother,  J.  Halleck,  late  collector  of 
this  port,  and  settle  his  accounts  with  the  civil  treasurer. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  and  Governor  of  Calif omia. 

State  Department  of  California, 

Monterey,  December  6/A,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  November  80th,  tendering  your  resignation  of  the  office 
of  district  attorney  for  the  district  of  San  Francisco.  As  General  Riley 
will  in  a  few  days  turn  over  to  the  new  governor  all  his  civil  powers, 
hr  deems  it  proper  to  leave  it  to  his  successor  to  accept  your  resigna- 
ti  jo,  and  to  fill  the  vacancy  so  created. 

•  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
H%  MoAzxiSTERy  Esq.9  San  Francisco^  CaUfornia.  .  ^        ' , 
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State  Department  of  California, 

Monterey,  December  6th,  184ft. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  November  28th,  and  to  say,  in  reply,  that  he  can  neitPter 
authorize  Mr,  Pratt  to  act  as  notary  public  in  your  **  stead,"  nor  g^*ve 
him  the  appointment  of  "  notary  pro  tem.**  during  your  **  contemplated 
absence/*  as  such  a  course  would,  in  the  governor's  opinion,  be  both 
irregular  and  illegal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  " 
Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Tbeoporb  Griswold,  Esq., 

San  Francisco,  Qalifemia. 

State  Department  op  California, 

Monterey,  December  5th,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  1st  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be 
forwarded  to  Washington  by  the  next  mail,  with  the  following  endorse- 
ments: 

••  Reoommended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  government'' 

(Signed)  B.  Riley, 

Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  end  Chvemor  of  Calif omia. 
No  reply  whatever  has  been  received  to  your  communication  of  Oct 
25,  1649,  which  was  sent  to  Washington  by  Colonel  Mason,  then  com- 
manding in  California. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Brev.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
Francisco  Lopez  Unisco, 

Monterey,  California. 

State  Department  op  Californla, 

Monterey,  Dec.  llth,  184€^ 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter^  of 
November  2S,  and  the  enclosed  note,  in  relation  to  Padre  Gomez's  mill 
vtones.  The  Governor  will  order  the  payment  of  your  salary  as  judge 
of  1st  instance,  whenever  your  account  is  presented  ;  but  he  can  pfiy 
none  of  your  expenses  as  alcalde,  in  sending  couriers,  clerk-hire,  etc. 
Such  accounts,  if  just,  must  be  paid  by  the  district.  The  governor  will 
take  no  further  action  in  the  case  of  the  mill  stones,  and  your  complaints 
against  Berillo,  must  be  made  to  the  prefect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Bvt.  Capt.  and  Sec'y  of  State. 
MiGfJEL  Abila,  Judge  of  fret  instance,  San  Louis  Obispo. 

State  Department  op  Caupobnia, 
%  Monterey,  December  12,  1849.  ^ 

Major  :  You  are  authorized  by  the  governor  to  pay  from  the  "  civil 
fund,**  to  W.  G.  Dana,  prefect  of  the  distri^  of  San  Louis  Obispo,  the 
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sum  of  two  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  expended  by  him  in 
the  construction  of  a  jail  and  court  house  in  the  town  of  San  Louis 
Obispo,  provided  that  an  equal  sum  be  raised  by  said  district  or  town 
and  applied  to  the  same  purpose.  The  ]>refect  will  give  security  to  tbe 
civil  treasurer  for  the  return  of  the  money  so  paid  over  to  him,  in  case 
the  above  conditions  should  not  be  complied  with. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Capt.  and  See' y  of  StaU. 
Major  R.  Allkn,  Civil  Treasurer^  San  IVanciscQf  California. 


State  Detartment  of  Oaufornia, 

Monterey,  December  8,  1849. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  November  30,  enclosing  custom  house  accounts 
for  the  2d,  3d,  and  part  of  the  4th  quarter,  1849,  is  received.  These  ac* 
counts  have  been  laid  before  the  Governor,  who  directs  me  to  immedi- 
ately call  your  attention  to  what  he  regards  as  an  unauthorized  and  ille- 
gal retention  of  public  money.  Your  charges  of  three  pei  cent,  on  the 
revenue  collected  at  San  Francisco,  is  not  only  without  authority,  but  in 
direct  violation  of  a  general  law  of  Congress,  limiting  the  total  amount  of 
emoluments  which  a  collector  can  receive  in  any  one  year,  (vide  Act 
May  7,  1B22).  The  governor  therefore  directs  that  you  immediately 
turn  over  to  the  civil  treasurer  all  moneys  arising  from  customs  over 
and  above  the  amount  which  the  law  authorizes  you  to  retain.  A  fiill 
account  of  the  fees,  etc.,  received  by  you,  ^ould  accompany  your  cus- 
tom  house  papers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Capt.  and  Sec'yofSiaU^ 
T.  H.  Harrison,  Esa.,  San  Francisco.  California. 

State  Department  of  Caufornia, 

Monterey,  December  12, 1849^. 
Major:  Your  letter  of  Oct.  15th  was  duly  received  and  immediately 
laid  before  the  Govei^nor,  who  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  sum  of  $13,60 
would  f)e  a  very  inadequate  compensation  for  your  labor  and  responsi- 
bility in  taking  care  of  the  civil  funds  in  San  Francisca     Two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  on  disbursements  has  been  the  only  compensation  allowed 
in  other  cases,  but  in  this  instance  it  is  evidently  insufficient,  and  would 
seem  to  justify  a  deviation  from  the  rule,  which  was  made  in  accordanoe 
with  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  March  3d,  1849,  and  reported  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  for  the  approval  of  the  President.    In  your  case  Gen.  Riley 
will  authorize  an  additional  allowance  (when  your  accounts  are   re- 
ceived) and  recommend  it  to  the  President  for  his  approbation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Capt.  4-  Sec'y  of  StaU. 
Mayor  E.  H.  FrrzosRALD,  San  Francisco,  California. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents :  # 

That  I,  Bennett  Riley,  Bvt  Brig,  Gen.  U.  S.  Army,  and  Governor  of 
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California,  by  virtue  of  aathority  in  me  vested,  do  hereby  appoint  Jos6 
del  C.  Lugo  a  judge  of  1st  instance  in  and  for  the  district  of  Los  Angieles 
to  date  from  the  1st  of  August  1849. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Monterey,  California,  this  12th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1849.  (Signed) 

B.  RILEY, 
Agi.  Brig.  Crenl.  U.  S.  Army^  and  Governor  of  California. 
(Official.) 

H.  W.  Hallbok,  Bvt.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 


State  Dbpaktmbnt  or  California, 
^  Monterey^  December  12,  1849. 

Sm :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  enclose  herewith  for  Jos^  del 
C.  Lugo,  as  a  judge  of  1st  instance  for  the  district  of  Los  Angeles,  on 
presenting  this  commission  to  Seiior  Lugo,  you  will  give  him  official  no- 
tice, by  direction  of  the  governor,  that  after  that  date  his  jurisdiction  vrill 
be  coiffiaed  to  criminal  affairs. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Sot.  Capt.  and  Sec'y  of  State. 
S.  C.  Foster,  Prefect  of  Lob  Angeles^  Califomia.  ^^f." 


PROCLAMATION. 
To  the  People  of  California : 

It  having  been  ascertained  by  the  official  canvass,  that  the  constitu- 
tion submitted  to  the  people  on  the  13th  day  of  November  was  ratified 
by  the  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  electors  of  the  State, 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Bennett  Riley,  Brvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army,  and 
Governor  of  Califomia,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  the  said  consti- 
tution to  be  ordained  and  established  as  the  constitution  of  the  State  of 
Califomia. 

Given  at  Monterey,  California,  this  12th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1849. 
(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army  and  Governor  of  Califomia. 
By  the  Governor. 

(Signed.)    H.  W.  Halleck,  Bvt.  Capt.  and  Sec'y  of  State. 


State  Department  op  California, 

Monterey^  December  12,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  abstract  of 
the  returns  of  the  votes  given  at  the  election  held  on  the  Idth  day  of  No- 
vember last,  and  also  the  original  return  of  said  election. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Bvt.  Capt.  and  Sec'y  of  State. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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Statb  Depaktment  of  California, 

Monterey t  December  12,  1849. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  abstract  of 
the  returns  of  the  votes  given  at  the  election  held  on  the  ISth  day  of 
November  last.    The  original  returns  have  been  sealed  up  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  president  of  the  Senate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Bvt.  Capt.  and  Sec'y  of  Staie. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 


To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

I,  the  undersigned,  Brvt.  Brig,  Gen.  U.  S.  Arnr^,  and  Governor  of  Ca- 
lifornia, hereby  permit  all  persons  to  permit  saTely  and  freely  to  pass 
Capt.  Andrew  I.  Smith,  charged  with  important  despatches  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and,  in  case  of  need,  to  give  him  all  lawful 
aid  and  protection. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  San  Jos^  California,  this  10th  day 
of  December,  A.  D.  1849. 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

(l.  s.)         Brev.  Brig.  Gen,  U.  8.  Army,  and  Governor  of  California. 


Executive  Dept.  of  California, 

San  Josi,  December  19rt,  1849. 
To  His  Excellency  Z.  Taylor,  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  7th  section  of  the  schedule,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  by  the  hands  of  Capt.  Andrew  L  Smith  a  cer- 
tificate copy  of  the  Constitution^  which  was  ratified  by  the  almost  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  people  of  California  on  the  13th  day  of  November  last* 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army^  and  Crovemor  of  CaHfomia. 


PROCLAMATION. 
To  the  People  of  California  : 

A  new  executive  having  been  elected  and  installed  into  office,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  the  under* 
signed  hereby  resigns  his  power  as  governor  of  California.  In  thus 
dissolving  his  official  connexion  with  the  people  of  this  country,  he 
would  tender  to  them  his  most  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  many  kind  atten- 
tions, and  for  the  uniform  support  which  they  have  given  to  the 
measures  of  his  administration.  The  principal  object  of  all  his  wishes 
is  now  accomplished — ^the  people  have  a  government  of  their  own  choice  ; 
one  which,  under  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  will  secure  their  own 
j»x)sperity  and  happiness,  and  the  permanence  of  the  new  state. 

Given  at  San  Jos^,  California,  this  20th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1849. 
(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army^  and  Governor  of  Calif omi 
By  the  Governor, 

{Signed)  H.  W%  Halleck,  Bvt.  Capt.  and  Secretary  of  State. 
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GWL  MLErS  MHilTMY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


CALIFORNIA. 


1849,  Nov. 

21,  Bvt. 

Brig.  Gen.  Riley 

to  Acyt.  Gen.  Jones. 

M 

80, 

do. 

do. 

H 

«• 

do. 

"    Asst.  Adjt.  Freeman. 

Dec. 

2, 

do. 

**    A^jt.  Gen.  Jones. 

M 

«, 

do. 

«         .          do. 

a 

28, 

do. 

do. 

a 

M 

do. 

"                   do. 

u 

29, 

do. 

"                   do. 

M 

81, 

do. 

«                    do. 

M 

«4 

do. 

"    Asst.  AijU  Freeman. 

1850,  Jan. 

3, 

do. 

"    Adit.  Gen.  Jones. 

.<« 

22, 

do. 

do. 

«< 

24, 

do. 

«                    do. 

«< 

H 

do. 

"    Secretary  of  War. 

<« 

29, 

do. 

"    Adjt.  Gen.  Jones. 

«( 

30, 

do. 

"    Asst  Adjt.  Freeman. 

Feb. 

1, 

do. 

"    A^t  Gen.  Jones. 

•* 

12, 

do. 

«                   do. 

M 

23, 

do. 

do. 

M 

28, 

do. 

"    Asst  A^t  Freeman. 

March  1, 

do. 

"    Adjt  Gen.  Jones. 

M 

2. 

do. 

"                   do. 

April    1, 

do. 

do. 
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No.  33.  Head-Quarters,  10  Mil.  Dept., 

Monteret/y  California^  November  2\9U  1849. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  original  proceed- 
ings of  the  general  court  martial  convened  at  camp  Stanislaus,  Califor- 
nia, by  department  order  No.  31,  current  series. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
BvU  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Ckmidg  the  Dep*t. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  8.  A.,  Washington^  D.  C. 

No.  35.  Head-Quarters,  10  Mil.  Dept., 

Monterey f  Calif omia^  November  B(Hh,  1849. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  date  of  my  letter 
of  advice,  No.  31,  the  following  papers  in  separate  packages,  have  been 
mailed  for  transmission  to  your  office,  viz. : 

1.  Duplicate  copy  of  Col.  Mason's  despatch.  No.  52. 

2.  Requisition  for  arms  for  company  '*  E"  1st  dragoons,  (from  San 
Francisco). 

8.  Copies  of  the  muster  rolls  of  the  California  battalion. 

4.  Copies  of  department  orders  from  No.  6  to  28,  C.  S.,  inclusive. 

5.  Copies  of  department  special  orders  from  No.  6  to  36,  C.  S.,  in- 
clusive. 

6.  Original  proceedings  of  the  general  court  martial  convened  at 
camp  Stanislaus  by  department  orders  No.  31,  0.  S. 

7.  Copies  of  department  orders  Nos.  35,  36  and  37,  and  department 
special  orders  Nos.  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62  and  63,  current  series. 

8.  Copy  of  military  correspondence  from  November  1st  to  November 
80th,  1849. 

9.  Department  return  for  September,  1849. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S  A.  Commanding  the  Department. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  S.A.^  Washington,  B.C. 

No.  13.  Head-Quarters,  10  Military  Department, 

Monterey,  Calif omia,  November  30tA,  1849. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief that  in  consequence  of  the  commencement  of  the  rainy 
season  nearly  a  month  earlier  than  usual,  and  with  unusual  severity,  it 
was  found  that  the  dragoon  command  detached  for  the  purpose  of  oper 
ating  against  the  Indians  of  the  Upper  Sacramento  would  be  unable  to 
reach  their  destination.  It  has  accordingly  been  recalled,  and  two  com- 
panies "  C"  and  **E"  1st  dragoons  will  winter  at  Sonoma,  from  which 
place  the  expedition  will  be  sent  as  early  as  possible  after  the  cessation 
of  the  rains.  The  same  reasons  have  induced  a  change  in  the  destina^ 
tion  given  the  companies  of  Major  Miller's  command  in  special  orders 
No.  55.  One  of  these  companies  (*•  A**  2d  infantry)  will  be  quartered  for 
the  winter  at  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  and  the  other  two  compa- 
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iiics(**  B  ^  and  "  K  "  2d  infantry)  at  this  place.  Arrangements  will  be  made 
dm'ing  the  winter  for  the  permanent  establishment  of  this  command  in 
the  valley  of  San  Joaquin.  Arrangements  will  also  be  made  for  the 
establishment  of  a  permanent  post  at  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and 
Colorado  rivers,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cajon  Pass,  and  if  possible  in 
die  neighborhood  of  Keins  Lake. 

But  one  of  the  dragoon  detachments  ordered  to  this  country  from 
New  Mexico  has  arrived,  and  I  learn  unofficially  that  it  is  doubtful 
whether,  in  consequence  of  the  Indian  hostilities  in  New  Mexico,  Colonel 
Washington  will  be  able  to  spare  the  second  detachment.  Should  it 
not  be  sent,  it  will  be  doubtful  whether  I  can  keep  up  the  organization  of 
the  three  dragoon  companies  now  in  the  department,  and  I  shall  pro- 
bably be  obliged  to  break  up  one  of  these  companies,  and  send  such  of 
the  officers  as  are  not  required  in  this  country  to  the  Atlantic  coast  to  re- 
organize their  company.  The  escort  of  the  collector  was  expected  by 
the  northern  route,  and  under  this  expectation  the  men  comprising  it 
were  transferred  to  '*  C  "  company  1st  Dragoons.  Upon  learning  that 
the  horses  of  the  detachment  were  so  much  broken  down  upon  their 
arrival  at  San  Diego,  that  the  march  through  the  country  could  not  be 
made  at  present,  I  instructed  the  officer,  (Lieut.  Beckwith,  3d  artillery) 
to  remain  at  San  Diego  until  the  receipt  of  further  instructions.^ 

So  far  as  information  has  been  received,  the  Indians  upon  the  frontier 
are  now  quiet,  but  the  disposition  of  many  of  them  is  anything  but 
friendly  to  the  whites,  and  the  occurrence  of  hostilities  at  any  moment 
will  not  surprise  me.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  state  of 
affairs  in  this  country  has  been  such  as  to  prevent  the  permanent  estab- 
lishment of  posts  in  the  interior,  that  are  so  much  needed.  I  now,  how- 
ever, expect  confidently  that  the  vast  immigration  during  the  past  season 
will  so  far  reduce  the  prices  of  labor,  and  thus  diminish  the  temptation 
to  desert,  that  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  making  these  estab- 
lishments as  soon  as  the  cessation  of  the  rains  will  permit  it 

Although  the  demand  for  troops  in  other  parts  of  our  country  is  known 
to  be  very  great,  I  strongly  recommend  that  a  company  of  artillery  be 
sent  from  the  Atlantic  coast  to  garrison  the  port  of  San  Diego,  at  which 
place  it  is  important  that  a  heavy  battery  should  be  constructed  as  soon 
as  possible  for  the  defence  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  An  estimate 
for  the  necessary  armament  has  already  been  made. 

I  anticipate  much  suffering,  particularly  among  the  recent  immigrants, 
during  the  coming  winter.  The  supply  of  provisions  in  the  country  is 
limited,  and  the  unusually  early  commencement  of  the  rains  has  found 
many  of  the  interior  settlements  without  their  winter  supplies,  and  the 
roads  are  already  almost  impassable.  All  kinds  of  provisions  are  now 
exorbitantly  high  in  the  mines,  and  in  consequence  of  the  limited 
quantities  that  are  now  arriving,  they  have,  even  on  the  coast,  been 
more  than  double  in  the  last  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  Colonel, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
B.  RILEY, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.  A.  Comdg.  the  DepU 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  G.  Fkeeman,  • 

AjBst.  Adjt.  Generalf  Head-Quarters  of  the  Army^  New-York. 
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Head-Quarters,  10  Mil.  Department, 

Monterey,  Cal.,  Dee.  2,  1849. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-day»  by  the 
steamer  Unicom,  from  San  Francisco,  of  the  circulars  from  your  office 
of  Sept.  15  and  17,  your  communication  of  Sept  22,  enclosing  the 
acceptance  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Ryer's  resignation,  and  fifty  blank  re- 
turns.       Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.  A.,  Comdg.  the  Dept. 
Maj.  Gren.  R.  Jones, 

A^.  Oen.  U.  S.  -4.,  Washington  City. 

Head-Quarters,  10  Mil.  Department, 

Monterey,  Cal.^  Dec.  6,  1849. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  the  mail 
from  San  Francisco,  by  the  mail  of  last  night,  of  your  communications 
of  Sept  10  and  enclosure  and  Sept.  17. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brev.  Brig.  Gfen.  U.  S.  A.,  Comdg.  the  D^ 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Head-Quarters,  10  Mil.  Department, 

Monterey,  Cal,  Dec.  28,  1849. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-day,  by  the 
*  steamer  from  Panama,  of  the  following  papers,  namely :  a  copy  of  your 
communication  of  Oct  1  to  Brevet  Major  Patrick,  the  communications 
of  Oct  4  and  13  and  Nov.  3,  and  General  Orders  No.  47. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

B.  RILEY, 
Brev.  Brig.  Oen.  tJ.  S.  A.,  Comdg.  the  Deptm 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  8.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

No.  41.  Head-Quarters,  10  Mil.  Department, 

Monterey,  Cal,  December  2Sth,  1840. 

General  :  In  Colonel  Mason's  communication  of  April  13th,  transmit- 
ting the  report  of  Captain  Halleck,  corps  of  engineers,  and  my  commu- 
nication of  June  1st,  the  attention  of  the  department  was  called  to  the 
necessity  of  taking  immediate  measures  for  the  prompt  and  final  settle- 
ment of  the.  title  to  lands  that  have  been  selected  in  California  for 
government  purposes. 

The  difficulties  anticipated  in  these  communications  have  been  more 
than  realized. 

The  disposition  to  trespass  upon  the  most  valuable  of  these  reserva- 
tions at  San  Francisco  has  even  outrun  the  extraordinary  increase  in 
the  value  of  lands  at  that  place.  On  the  third  of  last  month  I  received 
a  communication  from  the  commanding  officer  at  San  Francisco,  in 
relation  to  these  reservations,  of  so  important  a  character,  that  I  inune- 
diately  proceeded  to  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  such  mea- 
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sores  as  might  be  found  most  advisable  for  the  protection  of  the  interests 
of  the  United  States.  Upon  my  arrival  at  San  Francisco,  I  found  that 
Captain  Keyes  had  already  leased  a  portion  of  these  reservations  upon 
terms  that  I  considered  exceedingly  disadvantageous  to  the  United  States^ 
and  accordingly  disapproved  ot  the  lease  made  by  him.  Upon  a  full 
examination  of  the  subject,  I  became  satisfied  that  the  interests  of  the 
government  could  only  be  protected  by  leasing  these  lands  to  responsible 
persons  who  would  undertake,  in  good  faith,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
general  government.  I  accordingly  directed,  in  Department  Special 
Order,  No.  59,  the  transfer  of  so  much  of  this  land  as,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  collector  for  this  district,  might  be  necessary  for  custom-house 
purposes,  to  the  treasury  department,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
reservations  in  the  town  of  San  Francisco  should  be  leased  upon  the 
conditions  expressed  in  my  instructions  to  Captain  Keyes  of  November 
16th,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  with  my  military  correspondence 
for  November. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  copies  of  the  leases  transmitted  herewith, 
that  Captain  Keyes  has  departed  considerably  from  these  instructions, 
and  the  leases  made  by  him  would  not  have  been  approved  had  I  not 
be^n  advised  by  persons  from  San  Francisco,  and  conversant  with  the 
state  of  affairs  in  that  place,  that  to  disapprove  of  them  would  prejudice 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  the 
approval  of  the  leases,  disadvantageous  as  I  deem  them  to  be. 

There  has  been  thus  far  no  direct  recognition  or  approval  of  the 
action  of  the  commander  of  the  department  in  making  these  reservations^ 
and  this  fact  is  made  use  of  by  interested  individuals  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  United  States,  and  although  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  entire 
l^^ality,  under  the  Mexican  laws,  of  the  course  pursued  by  General 
Kearny  in  his  decree  of  March  10,  1847, 1  believe  that  the  expression  of 
^n  approval  of  the  course  pursued  by  him  would  tend  greatly  to  allay 
the  feeling  in  regard  to  the  reservations. 

I  enclose  also  a  sketch  of  the  reservation  at  the  presidio  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Captain  J.  L.  Folsom,  assistant 
quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  by  whom,  under  instructions  from 
Colonel  Mason,  this  reservation  was  made,  an  abstract  of  the  titles  of 
the  present  claimants  to  this  reservation,  (Messrs  Wright  and  Co..)  and 
a  copy  of  a  conmiunication  from  Captain  Keys,  3d  artillery,  of  Novem- 
ber 1st,  1849,  to  which  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited.  The  title 
then  held  by  Mr.  Larkin,  and  since  transferred  to  Mr.  Wright,  was  fully 
discussed  in  the  report  submitted  by  Colonel  Mason,  on  the  ISth  of  April 
last,  and  I  have  since  learned  nothing  in  relation  to  it  to  induce  me  to 
dissent  from  the  opinions  then  expressed. 

The  holders  of  this  claim  ofier  to  give  to  the  United  States  the  old 
fort,  presidio,  and  the  necessary  adjoining  grounds  for  the  purposes  of 
fortification.  I  replied  to  this  proposition,  that  as  the  matter  had  already 
been  referred  to  the  War  Department,  I  wns  unable  to  do  more  than 
confirm  the  action  of  Colonel  Mason.  (See  abstract  of  title.)  It  will  be 
seen,  however,  that  the  reservation  embraces  an  area  of  more  than  five 
square  miles,  and  much  greater  in  my  estimation  than  can  be  required  for 
jnilitary  purposes,  and  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  authorize  the  re- 
linquishment of  all  that  may  be  found  unnecessary  for  such  purposes ; 
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the  designation  to  be  made  by   the  joint  commission  appointed    by 
direction  of  the  President,  November  30th,  1848. 

I  have  little  doubt  that  the  proprietors  of  this  claim  would  accede  to 
such  an  arrangement,  and,  if  it  be  not  made,  that  no  exertions  on  their 
part  will  be  spared  to  subvert  the  claims  of  the  general  government. 

Indeed,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  most  strenuous  exertions  are  now  being 
made,  and  will  continue  to  be  made,  to  establish  titles  to  all  the  lands  in 
and  about  San  Francisco,  that  have  been  reserved  for  public  purposes* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General^  United  States  Armff 
Commanding  the  Department. 
Major-General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant- General  United  States  Army ^  Washington^  jp.  C 
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San  Francisco,  November  1st,  1849. 

Major  R.  S.  Canby, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Sib  :  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  General  Riley's  passage  has 
been  secured  in  the  steamer  which  leaves  to-day  for  San  Diego.  1  there- 
fore  hasten  to  write  again  on  the  subject  of  public  reserves  in  this  city 
and  its  neighborhood,  with  the  hope  that  I  may  receive  further  instruc- 
tions without  delay.  I  have  thus  far  acted  upon  the  advice  of  the 
Attomey^General  Billings,  and  he  has  advised  me  not  to  employ  force, 
unless  some  decided  steps  are  taken  at  once,  the  whole  of  the  public  re- 
serves will  be  appropriated  and  improved  by  persons  claiming  to  have 
good  titles  to  them. 

The  persons  who  have,  or  assert  they  have  titles,  are  men  of  property, 
and  threaten  to  hold  all  government  officers  personally  responsible  for 
any  infringement  of  their  rights.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  appears 
to  me,  that  before  officers  can  act  safely  in  the  matter,  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  should  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  plainly  set  forth 
by  some  competent  legal  person.  I  take  the  liberty  again  to  recommend 
the  appointment  of  such  a  person. 

I  have  succeeded  in  keeping  Rincon  point  clear,  and  am  just  now  in 
from  Clarke's  point,  where  Mr.  Steinberger  and  I  have  just  been  to  order 
off  a  tent.    The  owners  have  agreed  to  go  peaceably. 

I  enclose  an  abstract  of  Thomas  O.  Larkin's  title  to  grounds  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Presidio.  Mr.  Larkin  gave  away  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  his  interest  to  D.  R.  Wright  and  others.  (This  is  not  the  Wright 
of  the  Miners'  Bank.)  I  have  seen  all  the  papers  connected  with  his 
claim,  and  they  appear  to  be  regular.  The  claim  calls  for  two  leagues 
square  from  point  Lobos  to  the  Lagoon  of  the  high  hill,  and  the  present 
proprietors  wish  to  improve  immediately.  They  are  willing  to  relinquish 
their  claim  to  the  old  fort  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  the  pre- 
sidio, to  the  extent  of  about  one  mile  back  and  this  side  of  the  barracks. 
The  grounds  they  offer  to  give  up  to  the  government  are  sufficient  for 
military  purposes. 

The  present  proprietors  speak  of  what  may  be  considered  an  infirmity 
in  their  title.  It  is,  that  Pico  granted  the  lands  in  question  subject  to  Uie 
approval  of  the  department  assembly.    The  revolution,  soon  after,  prc- 
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vented  the  convening  of  the  assembly^  and  no  approval  conld  be  had. 
All  other  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  perfect  the  title.  It  is  barely 
possible  that  the  grant  may  not  have  been  properly  located.  Mr.  Wright 
and  others  have  been  fair  in  their  exhibitions  of  their  papers,  and  if 
General  Riley  considers  their  claim  good,  I  hope  he  will  signify  his  ap- 
proval with  as  little  delay  as  he  may  deem  expedient.  I  ask  this,  be- 
caose  I  cannot  suspect  these  gentlemen  of  a  disposition  to  appropriate 
what  does  not  belong  to  them. 

Tbere  are  several  claimants  to  the  ground  on  Clarke's  Point,  now  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Steinberger.  To  protect  it  against  those  claimants  will 
caose  infinite  trouble.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  I  should 
be  aathorized  to  use  my  discretion  in  the  disposition  of  that  property.  1 
should  forthwith  lease  it  to  some  private  individual  for,  say  five  years,  or 
until  the  government  needed  it,  for  the  consideration  of,  say  flOOO  per 
annmn,  and  taking  care  of  it  and  protecting  it  against  other  persons  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States.  I  should  draw  the  lease  with  great 
care,  and  although  this  proposition  may  sound  singularly,  it  is  the  only 
tolerably  efiective  method  I  can  imagine  to  secure  that  ground  to  the 
United  States.  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  this  letter  in  the  greatest 
ha«te,  but  I  hope  General  Riley  will  consider  its  contents  worthy  of  an 
immediate  reply.  Such  a  reply  would  relieve  me  of  the  uncertainty  of 
my  present  position. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  E.  D.  KEYES, 

*  Captain  2d  Artillery^  Commanding. 


ABSTRACT  OF  TITLE  TO  PUNTA   DE  LOBOS, 
Owned  by  D.  R.  Wright  and  others. 

First  Benito  Diaz,  on  the  Sd  of  April,  1845,  petitions  for  two 
leagaes  of  land,  and  the  petition  was  sent  to  Los  Angeles. 

Second.  On  25th  June,  1845,  Fio  Pico,  governor,  makes  a  grant  in 
conformity  to  law  and  in  accordance  with  the  petition. 

Third.  On  the  19th  of  September,  1846,  Benito  Diaz  deeded  in  due 
form  to  Thomas  O.  Larkin,  and  Larkin  was  invested  by  the  alcalde  at 
San  Francisco. 

Fourth.  September  Sd,  1847,  R.  B.  Mason  made  the  following  en- 
dorsements on  Larkin's  title  deeds,  namely :  The  United  States  troops 
are  now  in  possession  of  the  Presidio  and  Old  Fort  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  of  San  Francisco,  which  are  claimed  by  Mr.  Thomas  O.  Larkin  as 
his  property.  Without  making  any  decision  for  or  against  the  sound- 
ness o{  Mr.  Larkin's  title  as  exhibited  by  this  paper,  the  possession  held 
by  the  United  States  will  not  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  any  just  claim 
to  said  property  held  by  Mr.  Larkin. 
Monterey  f  September  3d,  1847. 

(Signed)  R.  B.  MASON, 

Colonel  \8t  Dragoons  and  Governor  of  California. 
At  the  time  the  above  endorsement  was  made,  the  original  petition 
could  not   be  found,  but  has  since  been  found,  together  with  all  the 
endorsements  made  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  proprietors,  thus  making  the  title  complete. 
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The  present  proprietors  propose  giving  to  the  United  States  the  Pre- 
sidio, old  fort,  and  the  necessary  adjoining  grounds,  for  purposes  of 
fortification. 

Fifth.   September  29th,   1849,  Larkin  and   wife  deeded  to  D.  R. 
Wright  and  others. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy. 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 


PRBsmio  OF  Sak  Francisco, 
Major  E.  R.  S.  Ganbt,  December  lOth,  1849. 

Assistant  Adjutant- GenercU. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-day  of  copies  of 
Department  Orders  Nos.  38  and  39,  current  series ;  also  the  return  of  my 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  a  chaplain  for  this  post,  and  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  3d  instant,  giving  the  steps  taken  by  General  Riley  in  reference 
to  the  claim  to  Punta  de  Lobos^  and  speaking  of  the  application  of  Mr. 
Davis  for  a  portion  of  the  public  reserves. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  leases  of  the 
reserves  in  San  Francisco  to  Messrs.  Steinberger  and  Shillaber.  The 
leases  will  show  how  far  I  have  departed  from  your  instructions.  I  studied 
those  instructions  until  I  think  I  comprehended  the  spirit  that  dictated 
them.  I  saw  clearly  that  Mr.  Steinberger  was  not  aeemed  so  good  a 
man  as  some  others.  But  Mr.  Steinberger  had  long  had '  possession  at 
Clarke's  Point,  and  his  claims  to  the  grounds  in  that  quarter  are  so 
numerous  and  so  pertinaciously  maintained,  that  I  thought  it  prudent  to 
renew  the  lease  to  him,  increasing  the  consideration  to  $3,000  per 
annum,  and  giving  to  the  collector  more  than  double  the  space  reserved 
in  the  former  lease.  Mr.  T.  Butler  King  has  promised  to  explain  that 
lease  to  you.  He  is  fully  acquainted  with  everything  in  its  progress. 
Since  drawing  that  lease  a  Mr.  Hensly  has  appeared  with  a  claim  to  a 
50  vara  lot  there,  for  which  he  will  contend.  When  General  Riley  shall 
learn  all  the  circumstances,  I  trust  that  he  will  approve  my  conduct  in 
that  lease. 

In  reference  to  Rincon  Point  and  the  reserve  between  Jackson  and 
Washington  streets,  I  offered  them  first  to  Messrs.  Dewitt  and  Harrison 
for  nothing,  if  they  would  subscribe  to  all  the  conditions  set  forth  in 
your  instructions  to  me  ;  they  declined.  I  made  the  same  offer  to  Mr. 
C.  V.  Gillespie,  and  he  declined.  I  then  offered  them  to  Mr.  Shillaber, 
who  insisted  on  certain  modifications,  which  I  allowed.  Those  modifi- 
cations will  be  found  not  very  material,  as  at  the  end  of  five  years  the 
government  may  appropriate  any  portion  it  may  require.  All  the  con- 
ditions of  the  lease  are  stringent,  and  must,  I  think,  finally  bring  most 
of  the  property  into  the  undisputed  possessio];i  of  the  United  States. 

The  lands  between  Jackson  and  Washington  streets,  in  part,  have 
long  been  in  the  possession  of  others,  and  claims  are  advanced  to  ihm 
whole ;  besides,  to  improve  those  on  the  flats  will  require  an  enormous 
outlay.  Under  such  circumstances  and  in  view  of  die  law-suits  that 
may  grow  out  of  the  lease,  the  time  I  have  given  was  not  deemed 
unreasonable.  A  less  time  could  not  have  secured  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  government    On  the  other  hand,  the  grasping 
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disposition  of  the  people  rushing  to  appropriate  the  public  lands,  did 
not  leave  time  to  refer  back  to  head-quarters,  and  I  therefore  acted 
promptly  and  as  I  thought  General  Riley  would  have  acted  had  he  been 
here  and  a  witness  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

My  explanation  is  brief,  but  sufficient,  I  trust,  to  explain  my  conduct 
to  General  Riley,  and,  I  hope,  to  secure  his  approval. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  E.  D.  KEYES, 

detain  3d  Artillery,  Commanding  Post 

This  indenture,  made  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  by  and 
between  Captain  E.  D.  Keyes,  United  States  Army,  cammanding  at 
San  Francisco,  Upper  California,  and  Theodore  Shiliaber,  of  the  same 
place,  witnesseth:  That  the  said  E.  D.  Keyes,  as  agent  of  the  United 
States  by  and  witb  the  authority  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Bennet 
Riley,  United  States  Army,  commanding  the  10th  military  departnient, 
doth  hereby  lease,  demise,  and  let  to  the  said  Theodore  Shiliaber,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  all  those  lots,  parcels,  and  blocks  of  ground  in  the 
town  of  San  Francisco,  Upper  California,  which  have  hitherto  been 
set  apart,  indicated  or  known  as  "  Government  Reserve,"  and  which  are 
embraced  by,  1st,  Montgomery-street  on  the  west,  Jackson- street  on 
the  norths  Washington-street  on  the  south,  and  the  limits  of  the  town,  or 
deep  water  on  the  east ;  and,  2d,  by  what  is  commonly  known  or  indi- 
cated on  the  map  of  said  town  as  "Rincon  Points."  The  second  piece 
or  parcel  of  ground  embracing  all  that  has  heretofore  been  set  apart  as 
**  Government  Reserve"  on  Rincon  Point  and  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. To  hold  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  H'ovember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-nine,  subject  to  the  following  conditions  and  exceptions,  to  wit : 

1.  The  said  lessee  yielding  and  paying  to  the  officer  of  the  Quarter- 
master's department  on. duty  at  San  Francisco,  or  to  such  other  person 
as  may  be  appointed  to  receive  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  for  Qach  and  every  year. 

2.  To  acquire  for  and  surrender  to  the  United  States  at  the  expiration 
of  this  lease,  all  titles  and  claims  belonging  to  or  held  by  ether  persons, 
and  all  persons,  in  and  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  premises. 

3.  To  pay  all  taxes  and  assessments  that  may  be  laid  on  the  premises, 
or  any  portion  or  portions  of  them,  after  they  shall  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  said  lessee  by  the  proper  authorities. 

4.  After  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  said  twenty-seventh 
day  of  November,  to  surrender  to  the  United  States  such  portion  or  por- 
tions of  the  premises  as  may  be  required  for  the  actual  uses  of  the  go- 
vcmnfent,  and  which  may  be  called  for  by  the  proper  authorities.  It 
being  understood,  that  in  case  such  claim  should  extend  to  portions  of 
the  premises  upon  which  large  amounts  of  money  shall  have  been  ex- 
pended in  permanent  improvements,  that  the  said  lessee  shall  be  allowed 
a  fair  compensation  for  such  improvements,  to  be  determined  by  three 
disinterested  men,  impartially  selected,  according  to  usual  forms.  If  no 
such  claims  are  made  for  the  purposes  specified  in  this  article,  the  said 

S.  IJOC.  No.  62—4.  Digitized  by  CiOOg IC 


[fi«] 


50 


lessee  to  have  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  for  the  whole  ten  yean 
aforesaid. 

5.  In  case  the  United  States  shall  claim  and  appropriate  any  portion 
or  portions  of  the  premises  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  this 
lease,  then,  in  such  case,  the  said  lessee  shall  be  allowed  not  less  than 
ninety  days  to  remove  the  buildings  therefrom ;  or  the  United  States 

•  government  may,  at  its  option,  purchase  the  same  upon  the  valuation  of 
three  men,  selected  as  aforesaid,  and  the  same  conditions  respecting  the 
removal  or  purchase  of  buildings  shall  hold  at  the  termination  of  this 
lease. 

6.  The  said  Shillater  agrees  honestly  and  faithfully  to  defend  and  pro- 
tect the  interests  and  rights  of  the  United  States  in  and  to  all  and  every 
part  of  the  lands  embraced  in  this  indenture  ;  but  if  it  shall  be  decided 
oy  the  proper  tribunals,  that  any  other  person  or  persons  possess  a  va* 
lid  and  bona  fide  title  to  any  portion  or  portions  of  them,  and  if  such 
person  or  persons  shall  now  have,  or  shaU  obtain  legal  possession  thereof, 
in  such  case,  the  portion  or  portions  so  claimed  and  obtained  shall  be 
.considered  as  not  embraced  in  this  indenture  of  lease.  This  indenture 
holding  good,  with  all  its  conditions  and  exceptions  to  all  other  parts  and 
portions  of  the  premises  herein  described. 

7.  In  default  of  the  payment  by  the  said  lessee  within  the  year  for  which 
it  is  due,  of  the  two  thousand  dollars  aforesaid,  this  lease  to  become  null 
and  void,  and  the  said  lessee  to  surrender  the  premises  to  the  United 
States. 

8.  At  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years  aforesaid,  the  said  Shillaber 
agrees  to  surrender  the  whole  premises  peacefully  to  the  United  States. 
It  being  understood,  that  should  the  lessee  besrequired  to  surrender  any 
portion  or  portions  of  them  before  the  expiration  often  years,  that  a  fair 
correspondent  diminution  of  the  rental  of  82,000  is  to  be  allowed  him. 

9.  The  said  Shillaber  agrees  not  to.  allow  any  person  whatsoever  to 
participate  in  the  uses  or  profits  of  the  premises  herein  described,  who 
does  not  fully,  and  without  reservation  or  predisposition  of  his  claims, 
subscribe  to  all  the  conditions  of  this  lease. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  this  indenture  have  hereunto 
set  their  hands  and  seals  on  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

(Signed)  .  E.  D.  KEYBS, 

Oapt.  Sd  ArtiUery^  commanding  at  San  FraneiscfK 
Witness. 
Executed  in  the  presence  of  (Signed)  Tbbodoeb  Shillabbb. 
(Signed)     Robert  R.  Purpont. 
(Signed)     Thomas  G,  Pbacbt. 

Additional  Article. — It  is  understood,  that  at  the  termination  of  this 
lease,  the  said  Shillaber  is  not  to  claim,  nor  are  those  holding  under  him  to 
claim  any  compensation  for  any  excavation  or  embankment  made  upoa 
such  portions  of  the  premises  as  he  may  hold  during  the  whole  ten^ears* 
(Signed)  E.  D.  KEYES. 

Copt.  Sd  Artillery f  commanding  at  San  Francisco^  CaL 
(Signed)  Theojdore  Sboxabbb. 


Witness. 


(Signid) 
(Signed) 


Robert  R.  Purpont 
Thomas  G.  Praoht. 
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Tbbritort  of  California, 

District  of  San  Frandsco^  iScL 
Before  me,  First  Alcalde  of  said  district  only,  coramissioHed  as  such, 
MraoBally  appeared  the  within  named  E.  D.  Keyes  and  Theodore  Shillar 
oer,  who  .acknowledged  the  within  instrument  to  be  their  voluntary  act 
and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Given  under  my  nand  this  2i^tti  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
«ne  thousand  eight  hundred  i^d  forty-nine. 

(Signed)  JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

First  Alcalde. 
I  <;ertify  the  above  is  a  correet  copy. 
JE.  K.  &  X^AVBYf  A^dsiani  Adjutant' ChnermL 


QuARTBUEASTSR^i   OfFIOC, 

San  FranciscOf  California^  June  2Sdy  1S48. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  ivistruetions  dated  March  29th,  1848, 1  have 
made  a  selection  of  boundaries  for  the  mWitary  reserve  at  the  entrance 
^f  the  harbor  of  Sati  Francisco.  The  limits,  as  now  defined,  had  tlie 
approval  of  Major  J.  A.  Hardic,  commanding  at  the  Presidio  barra^cks,  as 
also  of  Lieutenant  William  H.  Warner,  U.  States  Topographical  En- 
gineers, to  whose  assistance  I  am  indebted  for  a  survey  of  the  same, 
together  with  the  accompanying  map. 

The  reserve  is  bounded  by  a  line  drawn  north  5*  west  and  tangent  to 
Ae  eastern  extremity  of  Alcatrazes  Island,  to  the  summit  of  a  ridge  of 
iills  running  sensibly  parallel  to  the  bay.  This  line  extends  (5,253) 
five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  feet  from  the  bay  of  San 
Prancisco  to  the  summit  of  the  fai41s,  and  tlience  ^outli  42*  west  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  From  this  point  on  the  coast,  the  boundary  runs  along 
the  beach  te  the  old  fort  at  the  entrance  'of  the  harbor,  and  thence  still 
following  the  beach,  to  the  point  of  departure. 

The  reasons  which  ied  to  the  selection  of  so  considerablea  reserve  are 
-as  follows': 

let.  There  is  a  Une  of  hills  running  parallel  to  the  bay  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, which  overlooks  the  old  fort  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  €ts  also 
ithe  Presidio  barracks  and  t^e  bay,  and  this  boundary  mcludes  the  hills 
for  about  two  miles  along  the  south  side  of  the  harbor. 

2d.  Point  San  Jos6  is  opposite  to  Alcatrazes  Island,  and  projecting  as 
it  does  towards  it,  is  capable  of  receiving  a  strong  work  'for  l3ie  defence 
•of  the  harbor  innsonnection  with  ferMflcations  itpon  the  island. 

3d.  The  establishment  of  large  military  works  upon  the  bay  would 
make  a  considerable  reserve  essential  to  the  public  interests,  and  the 
grounds  best  adapted  to  this  pui:pose  are  secured  by  these  boundaries. 
8^des,  these  boundaries  include  a  tolerable  range  for  public  stock,  good 
sites  for  making  l)rlclcs,  and  a  large  -amount  of  fuel  conveniently  situated 
for  the  use  of  the  garrison.  ' 

4th.  The  reserve  has  no  settlers  upon  it  at  present  (with  one  exception, 
and  he  has  no  title,)  and  no  portion  of  it  has  ever  been  looked  upon  as 
within  the  limits  of  San  Francisco.  The  lands  are  not  needed  for  im- 
jnrovements  by  citizens,  and  the  natural  limits  of  the  town -dp  ilot  extend 
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to  the  reserve,  in  conseqaence  of  the  bad  or  indifierent  anchorage  which 
is  found  alon^  the  whole  front  of  it. 

5th.  Should  it  ultimately  be  found  that  th<)  reserve  is  unnecessarily 
large,  it  can  be  relinquished  in  part  when  no  longer  wanted,  and  in  the 
meantime  these  limits  will  prevent  such  encroachments  as  would  be 
pemicious  to  the  discipline  of  the  garrison  and  injurious  to  the  public 
interests. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  •  J.  L.  TOLSOM, 

Captain^  Asst.  Quartermaster. 
Lieutenant  Wm.  T.  Sherman, 

3d  United  States  Artillery^  A.  A.  A.  Cfeneral^  Monterey,  California. 


Head-Quarters,  10th  Military  Dept., 

Monterey,  California^  December  26M,  1849. 
Captain  :  Your  communication  of  the  10th  instant  enclosing  copies  of 
the  leases  made  by  you  of  the  government  reservations  at  San  Fran- 
ciBCO,  was  received  at  San  Jos6  on  the  19th  instant,  and  was  submitted 
to  the  commanding  general,  by  whom  I  am  directed  to  say«  that  these 
leases  have  been  approved  by  him,  but  only  because  he  wa^  advised 
that  to  open  the  subject  again  would  probably  prejudice  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  to  a  greater  extent  than  they  have  already  been  by 
your  disregard  of  his  instructions. 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  express  his  regret  that  yoa 
should  have  studied  your  instructions  to  so  little  purpose  as  to  lose  sight 
entirely  of  the  principal  conditions  to  be  observed  in  le€tsing  these  lands,, 
the  termination  of  the  leases  and  the  reservation  of  the  right  to  resume 
the  control  of  any  portion  of  the  reservations  required  for  government 
purposes,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  two  years,  and  that  yoa 
should  have  found  that  they  were  dictated  by  a  spirit  which  is  not  ex^ 
pressed  in  them,  and  was  not  entertained  by  the  commanding  general 
in  directing  them.  The  general  directs  me  to  add  that  he  cannot  under-> 
stand  why  you  should  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  ask  the  intervention 
of  any  individual  to  explain  your  cause  in  this  matter,  when  it  should 
properly  and  naturally  have  been  explained  by  yourself  and  placed  upon 
record. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  E.  R.  S.  CANBY. 

Assistant  Adjutant^  General. 
To  Captain  E.  D.  Ksvss, 

Sd  Artillery f  Commanding^  San  Ftancisco, 


No.  .42.  Hbad-Quartkrs,  10th  Mil.  Dept., 

Monterey,  California,  December  29th,  1849. 

GsriERAL :  I  regret  that  your  communication  of  September  17th  did  not 
reacb  me  in  season  to  be  answered  bv  the  steamer  of  the  2d  inist.,  as  I  de* 
sired  greatly  to  express  my  regret  at  the  determination  of  the  war  depart- 
ment to  send  no  more  recruits  to  this  country.  Although  the  temptation  to 
desert  is&ust  for  some  time  continue  to  be  very  great,  the  extraordinary 
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emigration  of  the  past  season  has  greatly  diminished  the  price  of  )abo' 
and  the  prospects  of  gain  in  the  golden  regions.    The  emigration  r-hic 
is  understood  to  be  now  on  the  way  to  Oalifornia  will  still  furthtT  d 
minish  the  inducements,  and  I  anticipate  no  difficulties  in  making  in  th 
course  of  the  ensuing  season,  the  permanent  military  establishtnent': 
that  are  necessary  in  this  country.     Although  the  number  of  desertionb 
in  this  country  has  been  very  great,  yet  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
new  troops  in  this  country  arrived  when  the  gold  mania  was  at  its 
greatest  height,  and  when  the  demand  for  laborers  was  so  great  that  the 
mechanics  received  from  912  to  916  per  day,  and  ordinary  laborers  from 
•5  to  910  per  day,  and  this  labor  was  so  necessary  to  the  trading  com- 
munity, that  there  existed  almost  every  imaginable  inducement  for  de- 
sertion, and  so  much  sympathy  for  deserters,  that  unless  the  parties  sent 
in  pursuit  were  composed  of  officers,  there  was  little  hope  that   any 
would  be  apprehended.     In  addition  to  this,  the  2d  infantry  was  singu- 
larly destitute  of  company  officers.     But  one  company  had  its  proper 
compliment,  more  than  half  of  them  had  but  two  and  several  but  one. 
The  staff  duties  of  all  the  commands  of  that  regiment,  with  a  single 
exception,  were  performed  by  staff  officers  who  could  not  be  detained 
without  jeopardizing  the  property  for  which  they  were  responsible  or 
leaving  their  companies  without  an  offieer.    In  more  than  one  instance 
of  this  kind  have  losses  been  sustained,  both  of  funds  and  property,  from 
the  responsibility  of  which  the  officers  cannot  be  relievea  without  the 
action  of  congress. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the^dept  returns,  that  the  loss  from  de- 
sertions, deducting  the  "  joined  from  desertion''  was  in  the  month  of 
August,  21  ;  in  September,  23;  in  October,  6,  and  in  November,  so  far 
as  returns  have  been  received,  6.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  in 
these  four  months  the  labors  of  the  miners  are  more  richly  rewarded 
than  in  any  other  months  pf  the  year,  and  it  sh^Mild  be  more  fruitful  of 
desertions. 

I  am  satisfied  that  in  future,  if  the  different  commands  in  the  dept.  be 
eupplied  with  line  and  particularly  with  staff  officers,  so  that  company 
officers  may  not  be  diverted  from  their  legitimate  duties,  desertions  may 
be  restrained  within  reasonable  bounds,  and  that  it  will  not  much,  if  at 
all,  exceed  that  in  other  frontier  departments. 

There  is  not,  as  stated  in  your  communication,  nor  has  there  ever  been, 
ten  medical  officers  in  this  department,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  resig- 
nation of  Or.  Rvfer,  and  the  discharge  of  Dr.  Booth  leave  but  seven^ — of 
whom  three  at  the  last  accounts  were  invalids,  although  still  doing  duty, 
and  one  is  now  absent,  with  but  little  hope,  as  I  learn  from  the  medical 
director,  of  his  ultimate  recovery,  and  another  has  tendered  his  re- 
signation. 

The  original  resignation  of  Dr.  Ryer  was  transmitted  throng  division 
head-quarters.  I  deemed  it  proper  that  he  should  be  continued  in  service 
until  his  place  could  be  supplied,  and  the  tender  of  resignation  of  Dr. 
Griffin  received  a  similar  endorsement. 

The  attention  of  Dr.  Ryer  was  called  as  directed  from  your  offiee  to 
his  disregard  of  regulations  in  sending  his  resignation  direct,  but  I  appre- 
hend that  this  rebuke  affected  him  but  little,  as  he  had  obtainea  his 
object  in  being  discharged  from  the  service,  at  a  period  when  his  services 
were  greatly  needed*     Dn  Booth  was  retained  in  service  with  his  omi 
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consent,  because  it  was  greatly  more  economical  than  to  employ  a  citizeB 
^  a  compensation  several  times  greater  than  the  monthly  pay  of  an 
assistant  surgeon.  His  discharge  will  involve  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing a  citizen  for  the  climate  of  the  interior  of  California,  where  the 
troops  to  be  useful  must  be  stationed,  bears  little  resemUance  to  the 
climate  of  Italy,  unless  it  be  that  of  the  Pontine  marshes. 

If  recruits  are  not  to  be  sent  to  this  department^  there  will  be  no  great 
Immediate  necessitv  for  the  company  officers  referred  to  in  your  conunu- 
liication  of  September  I7th,  and  I  will  therefore  recommend  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief that  if  thev  have  not  already  left  the  Atlantic  coast,  a 
portion  of  them  be  retainea  there  to  be  sent  out  without  recruits  whea- 
ever  it  is  deemed  proper  to  send  them. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  ob't  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Bpi.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  Comd.  ike  Dcpt. 

To  Mcgor-Gen.  R.  Jones,    • 
AdjU  Gen.  U.S.  A.^  Washington,  D.  C, 


No.  431  Hbad-Qcjartsbs,  IOth  Mil.  Dm., 

Monterej/f  California^  December  dlj<,  184fu 

GflNBRAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  repcnrt  that  the  following  separate  pack- 
ages will  be  transmitted  by  the  steamer  of  the  1st  proximo,  by  Capt  A. 
J.  Smith,  1st  Dragoons,  the  bearer,  to  the  president  of  the  United  8tate» 
of  the  copy  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  erf*  California,  ratified  by  the 
people,  viz. : 

1.  Letter  of  acknowledgment.  No.  36. 

2.  do.  do.  37. 

3.  Dept.  returns  for  October,  1849. 

4.  Corrected  dept  returns  for  May,  June,  July,  and  Augwt,  1849; 

5.  Letter  of  acknowledgment.  No.  40. 

6.  My  report,  Na  41. 

7.  do.  62. 

3.  Copies  of  dept.  orders,  Nos.  98,  39,  40,  41,  42,  &  43. 
^.  Copies  of  dept.  orders,  Nos.  64, 65v  66,  67,  68,  69^  70,  71,  72  dt  73,. 
current  series.  ' 

Yery  respectftilly,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Rot.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.  A.  ConCdg.  ike  Defi. 
To  Gen.  R.  Joras, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  S.  A. 


No.  18.  HsAn-QuABTSRS,  10th  Mi1»  DEPilRTirEirT, 

Monterey^  Cal^  December  Zlat,  1849. 
Colonel  r  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, that  no  material  changes  have  occurred  in  the  state  of 
affairs  in  this  department  since  the  date  of  my  despatch  No.  13^.  The 
rains  have  continued  with  unusual  violence,  and  the  communication 
with  the  interior  of  the  country,  except  on  the  navigable  water  courseSr 
is  almost  entirely  cut  off.  Wo  reports  have  been  received  from  the 
conmmnd  on  the  upper  Sacramento  since  the  Idth  of  la^t  mouth,  and 
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the  mails  between  this  place  And  San  $*rancisco  have  almost  entirely 
failed  during  the  month.  I  have  consequently  but  little  information 
from  the  Indian  frontier  of  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin,  that  was 
not  reported  in  the  despatch  above  referred  to,  and  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  any  important  changes  have  taken  place  in  our  Indian  rela- 
^tions  on  those  frontiers.  The  emigration  by  the  northern  route  is 
believed  to  have  reached  this  country  in  safety,  in  consequence  of  the 
relief  adforded  them  by  the  measures  of  Major*General  Smith,  without 
experiencing  any  great  suffering  on  the  route.  Tbe  unusually  early 
commencement  of  the  rains  will  undoubtedly  entai)  much  suffering  on 
the  emi^antSy  for  want  of  cover  and  the  sparcity  and  high  price  of 
provisions  and  other  necessaries.  iThe  last  of  the  emigration  by  the 
bila  route  reached  this  country  in  an  extreihely  destitute  condition,  and 
it  is  believed  that  many  must  have  perished  in  crossing  the  desert,  but 
for  the  timely  assistance  afforded  by  the  command  at  the  juncture  of  the 
Gila  and  Coloradc^  In  the  instructions  originally  given  f&r  the  issue  of 
rations  to  emigrants  in  a  destitute  condition,  it  was  only  intended  that 
these  issues  should  be  made  to  those  who  would  otherwise  be  unable 
to  reach  the  settled  part  of  the  country,  but  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
emigrants  at  San  t)iego,  there  were  no  provisions  that  could  be  pur- 
chased, and  many  had  exhausted  all  their  means  in  reaching  the  country. 
Upon  the  representation  of  these  facts,  instructions  were  given,  as  has 
already  been  reported,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  San  Diego,  to  sell 
to  such  as  were  able  to  purchase,  and  to  issue  to  such  as  were  destitute 
of  the  means  of  purchasing,  in  such  quantities  as  would  be  necessary 
to  prevent  absolute  suffering.  These  issues  are  intended  to  be  tempo- 
rary, hut  by  the  last  steamer  from  the  south  I  have  learned  that  there 
are  still  at  San  Diego  more  than  two  hundred  persons  entirely  destitute, 
unable  to  find  employment,  and  unable  to  reach  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  if  these  issues  are  not  continued,  great  distress  and  possibly 
starvation  must  ensue,  6f  the  emigrants  be  forced  by  walit  to  plunder 
the  ranchos  of  the  old  inhabitants. 

There  is  eVery  reason  to  fear  that  toe  inhabitants  of  th^  older  states, 
deluded  by  hopes  that  can  never  be  realised,  will  continue  to  pour  into 
this  country  beyond  its  capacity  for  enipioyment  and  even  of  imtnediate 
support.  It  is  therefore  respectfully  recommended  that  this  subject  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  with  the  hope  that  ian  appropria- 
tion be  made  to  meet  any  further  emergencies  of  this  kinc). 

The  supply  of  subsistence  in  this  departmeht  is  now  about  150,000 
rations,  independent  of  the  supply  on  hand  at  the  division  depot,  where 
there  is  an  equal  amount.  This  will  be  amply  su&cient,  unless  some 
extraordinary  emergency  should  occur,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  service, 
if  the  supplies  estimated  for  the  ensuing  year  (estimated  in  October 
last,)  be  sent  out  in  season  to  reach  this  country  by  the  first  of  July 
1850.  With  a  view,  however,  to  sending  the  winter  supplies  to  the 
interior  parts  as  early  in  the  season  as  possible,  they  should  reach  this 
country  m  May  or  June. 

My  views  in  relation  to  the  force  required  in  this  country  as  recom- 
mended in  my  despatch  No.  4,  have  not  been  changed  since  that  report 
was  made ;  but  the  rapid  settlement  of  some  portions  of  the  country 
will  necessarily  induce  some  changes  in  the  positions  to  be  given  the 

{ermanent  portSy  as  indicated  in  my  report  to  division  head-quarters  of 
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The  immense  emigration  to  this  eountry  is  now  spreading  itself  over 
the  valleys  of  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin  and  their  tributaries. 
IDistricts  of  country  that  thr^e  months  ago  had  few  inhabitants  other 
than  Indians  are  now  comparatively  densely  populated,  and  troops,  if 
required  in  these  neighborhoods  at  all,  will  be  needed  for  the  protection 
of  the  Indians  against  the  whites.  If  the  emigration  of  the  next  yeai^ 
be  at  all  in  proportion  to  tife  past,  very  few  troops  will  be  needed  west 
of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  except  at  the  depots  on  the  coast,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  establish  troops  in  the  trail  leading  into  Oregon,  and  near 
the  bounds  of  that  territory  on  the  great  emigrant  trail  east  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Mohave,  a  considerable  distance 
east  of  Los  Angeles.  Tb^se  posts,  when  established,  should  be  garri- 
soned by  strong  commands,  and  be  composed  of  a  mixed  force  of  infan- 
try and  cavalry. 

The  increased  importance  given  to  the  proposed  post  at  the  jonction 
of  the  Gila  and  Colorado  rivers  by  the  large  immigration  by  that  route, 
and  the  hostile  attitude  assumed  by  the  Yumas,  i/Ml  render  necessary 
some  modification  of  the  command  proposed  for  that  post.  At  present, 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  send  less  than  two  companies,  and  as  soon 
as  the  escort  of  the  commission  is  dispensed  with,  I  propose  designating 
a  company  of  cavalry  and  one  of  the  strongest  infantry  companies  for 
the  garrison  of  that  post.  It  is  believed  that  the  emigration  by  that 
route  will  commence  unusually  early,  and  this  command  will  be  held  in 
readiness  to  move  as  early  in  the  season  as  possible,  in  order  to  be  in 
season  to  prevent  any  difficulties  between  the  emigrants  and  the  Indians. 
On  the  route  across  the  desert,  wells  will  be  dug  at  convenient  intervals 
and  such  other  arrangements  made  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
facilitate  the  journey  across. 

In  the  South  no  difficulties  have  been  reported  except  one  or  two  in- 
stances of  unauthorised  interference  with  the  Indians  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Jucapa,  (south-east  of  Los  Angeles.)  The  establishment  of  a 
military  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Cajon  Pass,  rancbo  del  Chino^ 
will,  I  trust,  be  sufficient  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  these  difficulties, 
and  give  protection  to  that  frontier  which  has  suffered  considerably 
from  the  incursions  of  the  Indian  horse  thieves. 

As  reported  in  my  communication  No.  13,  a  dragoon  detachment 
will  be  sent  early  in  the  spring  to  the  Upper  Sacramento,  for  the  pnr- 

Eose  of  establishing  friendly  relations  with  the  Indians  in  the  neighbor- 
ood  of  the  Oregon  and  northern  emigrant  routes,  and  if  possible,  se- 
cure the  murderers  of  Captain  Warner,  T.  E.,  or  infficting  some  chastise- 
ment upon  the  tribe  to  which  they  belonged. 

Efibrts  have  been  made  both  by  General  Mason  and  myself  to  as- 
certain the  number  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  frontiers  of  California,  but 
thus  far  no  satisfactory  information  has  been  obtained.  I  hope,  however, 
to  be  able  to  report  something  more  in  my  reports  by  the  steamer  of 
February  first. 

The  situation  of  the  Indians  of  this  country  is  very  peculiar,  and  dc^ 
mands  the  immediate  and  prompt  action  of  the  general  government. 
In  my  report  to  the  war  department  of  October  15th,  I  recommended,  as 
far  as  practicable,  the  Indians  of  this  frontier  should  be  concentrated  in 
districts  over  which  the  United  States  should  retain  an  exclusive  juris- 
diction. Since  the  date  of  that  report  many  of  the  tribes  or  rancherias 
there  referred  to  have  been  enveloped  completely  by  a  white  populatioo. 
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It  is  therefore  a  matter  of  doabt,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
change  the  usual  policy  of  the  general  government,  and  to  relinquish  to 
the  state  authorities  the  control  of  the  Indians  thus  situated.  If  the 
emigration  to  this  state  should  be  as  great  in  future  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past  four  months,  I  apprehend  that  the  districts  then  suggested  for 
reservations  may  be  found  too  near  the  settlements.  In  this  connection 
I  am  happy  to  add  that  I  have  learned  that  there  is  now  a  much  better 
feeling  towards  these  Indians  than  existed  a  few  months  ago,  and  that 
the  commission  of  outrages  against  them  will  not  be  tolerated  by  the 
better  part  of  the  inhabitants.  Were  it  otherwise  it  would  be  impos- 
sible, with  the  small  force  now  in  the  department,  to  secure  these  Indians 
from  the  aggressions  of  unprineipled  whites. 

It  will  be  seen  from  my  communication  to  the  Adjutant-General,  No. 
42,  in  reply  to  several  communications  from  his  office,  that  I  do  not  ap- 
prehend any  serious  loss  from  desertions  in  future ;  although  it  will 
]m>bably  be  found,  that  if  new  troops  arrive  during  the  mining  season, 
or  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  end  of  October,  a  good  many  deser- 
tions will  take  place.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  when  recruits 
are  sent  to  this  country,  they  be  dispatched  from  the  Atlantic  coast,  so 
as  to  reach  this  department  in  one  of  the  winter  months ;  they  will  thus 
have  an  opportuni^  of  learning  the  true  state  of  affairs  before  the  season 
of  excitement  returns. 

In  consequence  of  the  diminished  strength  of  the  companies  now  in 
the  department,  and  the  determination  of  the  War  Department  to  send 
no  recruits  to  this  country,  the  services  of  the  regimental  officers,  applied 
for  in  my  commtmication  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  June  30th,  and  who, 
I  am  informed  by  the  Adjutant-General,  will  soon  join  me,  can  proba- 
bly be  more  usefully  employed  elsewhere  than  here ;  and  if  they  have 
not  already  left  the  Atlantic  coast,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  they 
be  employed,  and  sent  to  this  country  with  the  first  recruits  that  are  or- 
dered out^  The  services  of  the  staff  officers  applied  for  are  still  deemed 
highly  important,  particularly  those  of  the  medical  staff.  Of  those  now 
in  the  department,  Drs.  Griffin  and  Murray  reached  this  country  soon 
after  its  occupation.  Dr.  Griffin  has  tendered  his  resignation,  and  the 
health  of  Dr.  Murrny  is  so  much  impaired,  that  I  reconimend  that  he 
ihoald  be  relieved  from  duty  in  this  country  so  soon  as  his  place  can  be 
supplied. 

The  Junior  Major  of  the  3d  artillery  has  not  reached  (his  country,  nor 
has  anything  been  heard  from  him.  The  Arkansas  emigrants  have  all, 
or  nearly  all,  reached  this  country  ;  but  I  have  not  yet  learned  whether 
the  detachment  of  dragoons  ordered  to  accompany  them  from  New- 
Mexico;  has  or  has  not  been  ordered  by  Col.  Washington.  The  failure 
of  this  detachment  to  arrive,  will  leave  the  dragoon  companies  in  the 
department  in  a  very  weak  condition. 

Major-General  Smith  has  not  yet  returned  from  Oregon,  although  I 
believe  that  his  arrival  is  daily  expected  at  San  Francisco. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Colonel,  your  obedient  ser\*ant. 
(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Brvt.  Bng.  Gen.  U.  &  A.  Commanding  tk^  Jkpartment. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman, 
Asst.  AdjL  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 

Head'Quarlers  of  the  Armp,  Neto-York.  ^  j 
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No.  1.  Head-Quarters,  IOth  Military  Deft., 

Monterey^  CaL,  January  3,  1850. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  original  proceed- 
ings of  a  general  court  martial,  convened  at  the  depot  near  Benicia,  bj 
department  orders  No.  40,  series  of  1849. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
BrvL  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  commanding  the  Department. 
Major  Gen.  R.  Jones, 
Adjutant  General^  U.  S.  -A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Ko.  3.  Head-Quarters,  10th  Mujtart  Dbpt., 

Monterey^  CaLf  January  22,  1850. 
General  :  I  have  the  honSr  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-day  of  your 
communication  of  November  10,  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  November  18 
to  Lieut.  Col.  Magruderi  and  of  geneitil  orders  No.  54  of  1849. 
Very  respectfully.  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brvt.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  A.  commanding  the  Dept. 
Major  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Waefdngton,  D.  C. 


No.  4.  HlftAD-QuARTERB,  IOtH  MiLFTARY  DePT., 

Monterey,  Cat.,  January  24«  1850. 
General  :  Repeated  applications  have  recently  been  made  by  mem- 
bers of  Col.  Stevenson's  regiment  of  New- York  Volunteers,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  June 
16,  1848,  on  the  ground  that  in  consequence  of  their  being  at  remote 
points  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  they  were  not  apprised  of  the  pass- 
age of  this  resolution,  and  of  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  thereto,  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  limits  fixed  in  depart- 
ment orders  Nos.  25  and  33,  series  of  1840. 

As  these  applications  will  now  undoubtedly  be  made  to  the  war  de- 
partment, I  respectfully  transmit  herewith  a  roll  of  these  volunteers  to 
whom  transportation  has  already  been  furnished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

General,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Oen*  U.  S.  A.  commanding  the  Department. 
Major  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A.  Washington,  D.  C. 


Head-Quarters,  10th  MiLrrARV  Dbpt., 
Monterey,  CaL,  January  24,  1 850. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the  21st  inst  of 
your  communication  of  December  11, 1840,  and  to  state  that  I  have  di- 
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leoted  the  relief  of  Bnrt.  Maj.  Emoiy,  T.  E^  in  accordance  with  ypwr 
instructionft. 

Major  Emory,  who  is  now  here,  finds  himself  much  embarrassed  by 
the  want  of  instructions  from  the  state  department,  and  the  determi- 
nation of  the  commission  for  the  boundary  survey  to  adjourn  to  the  Paso 
del  Norte.  The  American  commission  having  already  signified  to  Maj. 
Emory  that  the  escort  to  the  commission  may  be  dispensed  with.  This 
action  of  the  commission  does  not  appear  to  have  been  anticipated  when 
Tonr  instructions  were  given,  and  I  shall  therefore  keep  the  escort  em- 
bodied under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer  until  more  definite  in- 
structions are  received.  I  have  expressed  to  Maj.  Emory  the  opinion, 
that  when  ^s  adjournment  takes  place,  his  duties  under  the  instructions 
from  the  state  department  as  astronomer  to  the  commission,  will,  neoes- 
saiUy,  unless  contrary  instructions  are  received,  take  him  with  it  to  any 
point  to  which  it  may  adjourn. 

My  correspondence  upon  this  subject  will  be  transmitted  to  general 
bead-quarters  by  the  steamer  of  the  first  proximo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
B.  RILEY, 
Btvt.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  A.  commanding  the  DepartmenL 


No.  5.  Head-Quarters,  10th  Milffart  Dept., 

Monterey,  CdL,  January  29,  1850. 
Gekeral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  return  of  this  de- 
partment for  November,  1849. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  commanding  the  Department. 
Major  Gen.  R.  Jones, 
Adjutant  General  U.  8.  A.f  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  7.  Head-Quarters,  10th  Mil.  Dept., 

Monterey,  CaL,  January  30(A,  1850. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  correspondence 
with  Brvt.  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  T.  E.,  in  relation  to  his  being  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  commission  to  survey  and  mark  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

As  Major  Emory  is  acting  in  the  double  capacity  of  astronomer  to 
the  commission  and  commander  of  the  escort,  I  have  not  felt  myself 
authorised  to  give  him  any  instructions  beyond  those  indicated  in  the 
instructions  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  which  are  indicated  in  depart- 
ment special  orders.  No.  3,  current  series.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
the  instructions  of  the  secretary  were  given  before  the  determination 
of  the  commission  to  adjourn  to  the  Paso  del  Norte  was  known  at 
Washington,  and  Major  Emory  has  consequently  felt  himself  embar- 
rassed by  the  terms  of  these  instructions,  which  looked  to  the  comple- 
tion of  certain  calculations  before  he  could  be  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  escort. 
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Believing  that  the  calcalations  referred  to,  by  the  secretary  of  vnxt 
were  such  only  as  were  necessary  for  the  immediate  action  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  that  this  action  will  be  obtained  when  the  commission  ad* 
joorns.  I  have  expressed  to  Major  Emory,  in  replying  to  his  application 
for  more  definite  instructions,  the  opinion  that  unless  he  should  receive 
contrary  instructions  from  the  state  department,  his  duties  as  astronom- 
er to  the  commission  will  necessarilv  take  him  with  it,  whenever  it  may 
go,  and  that  he  will  in  that  event  (the  adjournment  of  the  commission,) 
be  fhliy  authorised  to  relinquish  the  command  of  the  escort  The 
American  commissioner  having  already  stated  that  it  may  be  dispen- 
sed with.  The  final  completion  of  Major  Emory's  calculations  will  re- 
quire several  months,  and  they  should  be  made  at  9ome  more  favorable 
point  than  San  Diego.  It  can  scarcely  be  intended  that  he  sfabuld  retain 
the  command  of  the  escort  until  they  are  fully  completed,  when  Hhe 
action  of  the  commissioners  in  relation  to  this  part  of  the  line  will  have 
been  settled  by  their  adjournment  to  another  point 

My  opinion  relative  to  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  prosecut- 
ing the  survey  beyond  the  Gila,  from  the  side  of  the  continent,  has  al- 
ready been  reported ;  if,  however,  no  determination  has  yet  been  taken, 
I  respectfully  repeat  the  recommendation  heretofore  made,  that  the  es- 
cort for  the  service  be  organized  on  the  Atlantic  side.  Although  the 
American  commissioner  has  dispensed  with  the  sciences  of  the  escort, 
I  shall,  until  further  instructions  are  received,  keep  it  embodied  and  in 
readiness  for  any  service  that  may  be  required  of  it. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  have  stated  that  my  correspondence  when  this  subject  would  be 
transmitted  to  general  head-quarters,  and  I  respectfully  request,  if  the 
general-in-chief  should  deem  it  of  sufficient  importance,  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  war  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully.  Colonel, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Brvt.  Brig.  Gen.  XJ.  8.  A.  commanding  the  Department. 

Lt  Col.  W.  6.  Freeman, 
As$t.  Adjt  Oen.  U.  S.  A.^  Head-Quarters  of  the  Army^  New-York. 


San  Diego,  Cal.^  dth  January^  1850. 

Dea&  Sir  :  The  appropriation  made  by  congress  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  between  tne  United  States  and  Mexico,  is  now  entirely  ex- 
hausted, and  as  it  is  impracticable  to  advance  on  the  line  from  this  direc- 
tion, the  military  escort  detailed  to  accompany  the  commission  is  no 
lopger  required 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed) 

JOHN  B,  WELLER, 
U.  8.  Comtnifsumer. 
Mai.  Wm.  H.  Emort, 
Commanding  Escort^  4^. 
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Majos  :  The  papers  referred  by  you  to  department  head-quarters,  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  by  ^hom  I  am 
instmcted  to  say,  that  in  his  opinion,  any  orders  affecting  the  escort  of 
the  boundary  commission  beyond  those  directed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  would  be  premature,  and  might  probably  conflict  with  instructions 
to  you  from  the  state  department.  By  referring  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  were  issued  but  two 
days  before  the  departure  of  the  last  mail  from  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
that  in  all  probability,  the  change  in  the  determination  of  the  war  de- 
partment not  to  receive  you,  as  expressed  in  the  communication  to  you 
m>m  the  Secretary  of  State  of  November,  and  not  known  in  season  to 
send  you  instructions  by  the  last  steamer.  There  is,  therefore,  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  definite  instructions  are  now  on  their  way  to  you. 
%  however,  such  instructions  should  not  be  received  within  a  reasona* 
ble  time,  you  are  directed  to  report  the  fact  for  the  information  of  the 
commanding  general,  who  will  then  feel  himself  authorized  to  give  in- 
structions in  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  and  if  the  escort  should 
be  longer  required  by  you,  will  make  such  a  disposition  of  it  in  advance 
of  San  Diego  as  may  be  needed  there,  and  at  the  same  time  render  it 
perfectly  available  for  the  commission,  if  requisite,  at  any  future  time. 

The  general  directs  me  to  add  the  expression  of  his  gratification  that 
yon  have  been  able,  under  the  difiiculties  by  which  you  are  surrounded^ 
(and  they  were  such  as  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  been 
eye-witnesses,)  to  keep  up  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  escort, 
•nd  render  it  equal  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  organized,  and  his 
thanks  for  the  valuable  information  furnished  him  by  yourself  and  the 
officers  of  your  conunand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R  R.  S.  CANBY, 
A.  A.  Ckn.  IQth  MU.  DepL 
Brvt.  Maj.  W.  H.  Emoey, 

Commanding^  Escort  of  Boundary  Commission. 


Montereys  January  2%  1850.. 

Majok  :  The  letter  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  for  *'  running  and  mark^ 
tag  tlie  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexi- 
co,'' dated  January  9th»  1850,  exhibits  to  you  his  views  in  reference  to 
poshing  operations  from  this  side.  1  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Mexican  Commissioner  entertains  the  same  views,  and  that  the  joint 
commission  will,  in  a  few  days,  if  it  has  not  already  done  so,  ac^ottrn  to 
meet  at  the  "  Paso  del  Norte." 

The  instructions  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  do  not  en- 
tirely meet  this  case,  for  should  the  commission  adjourn,  my  present  in- 
rtmctions  would  seem  to  indicate  that  I  should  remain  with  my  astro- 
nomical party  and  assistants  at  San  Diego  until  further  instructions  are 
received  from  the  department,  or  until  certain  calculations  are  comple- 
ted.    This  would  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  commission,  as  no  timo 
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18  to  be  lost  in  placing  both  astronomers  and  instmrnents  on  the  other 
side  of  the  continent,  within  the  reach  of  the  ''Paso  del  Norte/'  otherwise 
the  whole  entire  season  will  be  lost,  and  the  operations  put  back  one 
year. 

I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  suggest  to  the  general  commanding, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  commission  adjourning  as  above  indicated^  and 
no  instructions  to  the  contrary  be  received  from  Washington  before  the 
1st  of  Mflurch,  that  he  shall  instruct  me  on  that  day  to  turn  over  the 
escort  and  proceed  to  the  Atlantic  side,  where  it  will  be  qpcessary  to 
organize  and  prepare  the  necessary  outfit  for  operations  on  the  south* 
western  boundary  of  New  Mexico. 

It  is  contemplated  by  the  commissioners  to  delegate  to  an  officer  from 
each  side  the  completion  of  the  small  unfinished  portion  of  the  work  to 
be  done  in  this  department  An  escort  of  two  non-commissioned  officers 
and  thirteen  privates  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  sufficient  for  the  officer 
to  be  selected  on  our  side ;  and  if  the  general  would  be  pleased  to  direct 
it,  the  escort  might  be  drawn  from  the  nearest  post  The  opinion  of  the 
sufficiency  of  this  force  is  based  on  the  supposition  that  a  military  post 
is  to  be  established  at  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado. 

There  is  in  my  custody  a  large  amount  of  valuable  property  (chiefly 
astronomical  instruments).  The  United  States  commissioner  is  now,  and 
has  been  for  some  time,  out  of  funds  and  unable  to  furnish  me  the 
means  of  protecting  this  property ;  as  commander  of  the  escort,  I  have 
had  at  my«control  means  which  enable  me  without  iiyury  to  the  military 
service  to  protect  it. 

When  J  relinquished  the  command,  the  quartermasters  of  the  army, 
with  every  disposition  to  accommodate,  may  not  consider  themselves 
authorized  in  extending  these  facilities,  and  I  would  thank  the  general 
commanding  to  give  instructions  to  the  quartermasters  at  San  Diego 
and  San  Francisco,  to  extend  such  facilities  to  the  officer  I  design  to 
place  in  charge  of  these  instruments,  as  may  be  needed  for  their  security 
and  protection,  I  am,  megor,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ooedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  H.  EMORY, 

Brev.  M^or,  Comdg.  Escort  Bdy.  Commission. 

Major  E.  R.  S.  Ganbt, 

Asst.  Adj.  Cfen.,  lOth  Mil.  Dept 


Head-Quaktsbs,  10th  Mil.  Dbpartment, 

Monterey,  CaL,  Jan.  28,  I860. 
Major  :  Your  communication  of  yesterday  has  been  submitted  to  the 
eommanding  general,  by  whom  I  am  instructed  to  say  that  it  is  of 
course  not  in  his  power  to  give  you  any  instructions  affecting  your 
duties  as  astronomer  to  the  commission,  but  it  is  his  decided  opinion  that 
should  the  contingencv  you  anticipate  (the  adjournment  of  the  commis- 
sion to  the  Paso  del  Norte)  occur,  it  will  be  your  duty,  as  astronomer  to 
the  commission,  to  accompany  it^  or  to  repair  to  any  point  to  which 
it  may  ai^ourn,  and  without  the  necessity  of  any  military  order.  De* 
partment  Special  Orders,  No.  3,  issued  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  War,  an  extract  from  which  is  herewith  en« 
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doaed,  and  the  letter  of  the  American  commissioner  of  the  9th  inst.  will^ 
in  this  event,  fully  authorize  you  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  escort, 
should  you  receive  no  contrary  instructions  from  the  state  department, 
for  the  adyournment  of  the  commission  must  be  regarded  as  settling  its 
•*  action"  in  the  respect  contemplated  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The 
commanding  general  feels  assured,  however,  that  you  will  receive  in- 
structions from  the  state  department,  by  the  next  steamer,  that  will 
relieve  you  from  any  embarrassment  in  this  respect. 

Should  an  officer  be  left  in  this  country  to  complete  the  marking  of 
the  boundary  line,  instruotioni^  \vill  be  given  in  accordance  with  your 
snggestion  to  furnish  him  with  a  suffi.cient  escort. 

Instruotions  will  also  be  given  to  the  acting  quartermasters  at  Sau 
Francisco  and  San  Piego,  to  furnish  fill  necessary  assistance  to  the  officer 
that  may  be  designated  by  you  for  the  security  and  preservation  of  the 
astronomical  instruments  referred  to  in  your  communication. 

The  sum  of  #5,000  will  be  sent  to  the  quarterma^er  of  yoqr  command 
as  soon  as  funds  can  be  received  from  the  quartermaster  at  division, 
head-quarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brev.  Major^  A^st.  AdjL  General. 

To  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  T.  E.  \ 

Camdg.  Escort  Bdy.  Commissioner^  Monterey^  Cal. 


No.  8.  Head-Quarters,  10th  Mil.  Dbpt., 

Monterey^  CaL^  January^  ^\sty  1850. 

Coix>iibl:  Since  the  date  of  my  report  No.  18,  (of  1849)  no  material 
changes  have  occurred  in  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  department.  The 
communication  with  the  interior  continues  to  be  greatly  interrupted  by 
the  heavy  rains,  and  disastrous  floods  have  occurred  upon  the  Sacra- 
mento river  and  some  of  its  tributaries.  No  reports  have  been  received 
from  the  command  on  Bear  Creek  since  December  16th,  at  which  time 
Capt.  Day,  2d  infantry,  expressed  some  apprehensions  of  difficulties  be* 
tween  the  settlers  ana  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  his  post.  His  force  is 
aniply  sufficient  to  meet  any  of  the  emergencies  anticipated  by  him. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  report  from  Lieut.  J.  W.  Davidson,  1st  Dra* 
goons,  will  furnish  you  with  the  history  of  some  outrages  committed  by 
&e  Lake  Indians,  north  of  Sonoma,  and  the  measures  taken  by  him  to 
apprehend  the  aggressors.  His  suggestions  in  regard  to  future  opera- 
tions against  these  Indians  will  be  adopted  and  acted  upon  as  soon  as 
the  return  of  favorable  weather  will  permit  it.  In  this  instance,  as  in 
akoost  every  other  that  has  occurred  in  this  country,  the  outrage  has 
been  prompted  by  the  desire  of  being  avenged  for  previous  aggressions 
comnodtted  by  our  own  people. 

Complete  security  to  this  part  of  the  frontier  cannot  be  given  until  a 
military  post  is  established,  as  heretofore  recommended,  upon  the  Laguna, 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Indians,  and  with  a  view  to  this,  I  shall 
direct  the  selectian  of  the  proper  position  upon  the  arrival  of  a  topogra- 
phical engineer,  who  is  now  expected. 

In  my  report  No.  13, 1  asked  that  a  company  of  artillery  might  be 
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gent  to  San  Diego,  with  a  view  to  the  construction  of  a  temporary  bat- 
tery at  that  place,  and  also  to  the  employment  of  the  infantry,  now  at 
that  place,  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  It  is  seen  that  company  **!** 
1st  artillery,  has  been  ordered  to  San  Francisco,  as  I  had  previously  re- 
commended that  the  garrison  of  the  post  at  San  Francisco  should  be 
composed  of  two  companies  of  artillery.  I  shall  not  designate  the 
station  of  company  "I  *  until  I  have  heard  from  my  application  of  No- 
vember 30th. 

The  battery  sent  out  with  this  company  will  be  entirely  useless  with- 
out American  horses,  as  the  horses  of  this  country  have  been  found  by 
experience  to  be  entirely  too  light  for  artillery  or  cavalry  purposes,  and 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  horses  for  these  arms  be  supplied  from 
the  Western  states,  where  suitable  animals  can  be  obtained  at  one-half 
the  cost  of  very  inferior  animals  in  this  country. 

I  respectfully  recommend,  also,  that  the  posts  of  San  Diego,  Benecia, 
Sonoma,  Camp  Far  West,  the  post  now  being  established  at  the  Cajon 
Pass  rancho  del  Chino,  the  post  to  be  established  on  the  Lake  Buenavista 
and  at  Warner's  Pass,  or  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado  rivers, 
be  placed  upon  the  list  of  double  rationed  posts,  and  that  the  general-in- 
ohief  be  requested  to  give  names  to  the  three  places  last  mentioned. 
Very  respectfully,  Colonel,  your  ob't  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Com^dg.  the  BepH. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  G.  Fbeeman, 

A$ii.  AdjL  General^  Head-Quarters  af  the  Army,  West  Pointy  N.  Y. 


Sonoma^  Calif omia^  January  6^  1850. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  for  the  information  of  the 
commanding  general : 

On  the  25th  of  last  month  I  received  information  from  Mr.  Benjamin 
Kelsey,  that  his  brother  Mr.  Andrew  Kelsey,  and  a  young  man  named 
Stone,  residing  with  him,  had  been  murdered  on  the  fkrm  of  the  former, 
by  the  Indians  in  its  vicinity.  This  farm  is  situated  upon  the  shore  of 
Clear  Lake,  about  70  miles  from  Sonoma.  I  started  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th,  taking  with  me  Lieut.  Wilson,  1st  Dragoons,  and  a  detachment 
from  the  squadron  of  tWent3''-two  men,  for  the  scene  of  the  murder. 
After  the  1st  day's  march,  anxious  to  reach  the  farm  as  early  as  Mr. 
Kelsey,  who  had  set  out  the  day  he  gave  me  the  news,  I  separated  from 
the  command  with  a  small  party  and  Mr.  Carson  as  guide.  On  my  way 
oiit  I  met  the  family  of  Mr.  Anderson,  who  lives  about  15  miles  below 
Mr.  Kelsey,  on  the  lake,  driving  in  their  stock  of  every  description,  and 
abandoning  their  farm,  for  fear  of  an  attack  from  the  Indians.  I  reached 
Mr.  Kelsey*s  the  third  day  out,  about  12  o'clock,  the  heavy  roads  pre- 
venting us  from  riding  faster,  where  I  found  Mr.  Kelsey  had  already  ar- 
rived with  a  party  of  15  armed  citizens,  which  he  had  collected.  Things 
were  as  they  had  been  reported  to  me.  The  body  of  Mr.  Stone  was 
found  in  a  vat,  covered  with  hides,  and  shockingly  mangled.  The  house 
was  robbed  of  everything  it  contained,  and  the  raneherias  abandoned. 
We  gave  the  body  of  Mr.  Stone  as  decent  a  burial  as  circunistances 
will  permit    Wmlst  engaged  in  this,  a  party  of  12  bidians  of  the  Isbt 
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tribe,  'who  live  upon  the  lake,  were  captured  by  us»  and  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  put  to  death  by  Kelsey's  party,  had  not  the  presence 
of  an  officer  restrained  them.  I  moved  about  two  miles  from  the  house 
to  camp  accompanied  by  Kelse/s  party,  who  placed  themselves  under 
my  orders,  taking  with  me  these  Inaians.  Upon  examining  them  they  said 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  murder,  but  knew  that  two  chiefs  of  the 
trim,  which  lived  upon  Kelsey's  farm,  were  on  an  island  in  the  lake,  and 
they  could  tell  us  all  about  it  I  then  told  three  of  them  they  must  go 
to  this  island  and  bring  the  two  chiefs  to  me,  and  that  I  would  retain  the 
remaining  nine  as  hostages  for  their  re-appearance,  either  with  these 
chiefs  or  a  good  reason  for  not  bringing  them.  They  said  it  was  good, 
and  started  apparently  to  do  so.  I  then  disarmed  the  remftining  nine,  and 
told  them  sentmels  were  placed  over  them  to  prevent  their  escape,  until 
the  return  of  these  three,  and  if  they  attempted  it  they  would  be  fired 
into.  The  three  set  off,  lurked  among  the  chemisal  hills,  as  we  after- 
wards ascertained,  until  they  supposed  all  quiet,  when  they  gave  a  sig- 
nal, and  the  nine  started  to  their  feet  and  ran.  They  were  promptly 
fired  into  by  the  dragoon  and  citizen  sentinels,  and  three  of  their  number 
fell,  who  died  the  nepct  day ;  during  the  night  lieut.  Wilson  arrived  with 
the  conunand  at  the  house,  where  I  joined  him  the  next  momingi  and  we 
then  proceeded  to  examine  the  trails  of  the  Indians,  and  finding  many 
leading  south,  on  the  lake,  we  followed  the  main  one,  and  found  that  the 
Indians  had  eluded  us  by  getting  on  an  islsind,  about  800  3rards  from  shore. 
The  condition  of  our  horses,  want  of  tools,  and  in  fact  there  being  no 
timber  around  us  which  would  float,  prevented  oar  rafting  to  the  island. 
They  refined  all  interconrae  with  us,  although  every  offer  was  made 
them  consistent  with  propriety,  if  they  would  give  up  these  two  chiefk 
I  then  tcdd  them  it  was  tneir  last  chance,  and  mey  must  now  look  out 
for  the  chastisement  deserved.  They  said  *'  it  was  good  if  we  could  catch 
them."  The  command  then  returned  to  the  farm,  ^iiere  after  search, 
the  body  of  Mr.  Kelsey  was  found  and  bmied.  He  was  killed  with  five 
wounds,  two  of  arrow  wounds.  We  remained  until  Mr.  B.  Kelsey  could 
collect  such  of  his  stock  as  would  driye,  and  escorted  him  into  the  settle- 
ments. From  the  information  I  can  get  on  the  subject,. there  is  no  doubt 
\mt  all  the  Indian  tribes  upon  the  lake  are  more  or  less  concerned  in  this 
atrocious  murder.  They  have  had  heretofore  a  secure  retreat  in  the 
islands  upon  the  lake,  of  which  there  are  several,  and  use  boats  made  of 
atule,  of  which  they  have  a  great  many. 

The  following  plan  is  respectfully  submitted  by  Lieut.  Wilson  and 
myself  for  the  effectual  chastisement  of  these  tribes.  Two  parties  of 
thirty  men  each,  one  on  the  N.  E.  and  one  on  the  S.  W.  shore  of  the  lake, 
acting  conjointly  by  signal,  can  drive  them  from  the  country  lying  on  the 
lake  to  these  islands.  If  then,  two  or  three  boats,  capable  of  carrying 
ten  men  each,  are  put  upon  the  lake  at  the  southern  extremity,  secretly, 
they  can  easily,  at  night,  if  managed  with  caution,  surprise  them  in  their 
rancherias,  and  cut  them  to  pieces.  Mr.  Carson  says  there  is  a  good  road 
by  which  these  boats  can  be  transported  upon  the  running-gear  of  wa- 
gons from  Napa  to  the  southern  extremity  of  Clear  Lake ;  mnd  if,  at  the 
same  time,  a  party  of  fifty  strong  could  be  sent  up  Russian  River,  (the 
head  of  which  is  near  the  northern  extremity,  and  forms  another  ratieat 
tor  these  Indians,)  they  would  completely  be  hemmed  in.  I  mention 
numbers,  because  from  the  best  authorities,  the  tribes  <m  the  lake  eaft 
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raise  from  four  to  six  handred  warriors^  and  those  on  Rnssian  River 
much  more.  I  have  made  this  report  thus  long,  that  the  General  may 
have  all  the  information  that  I  can  obtain.  I  must  take  this  opportunity 
of  mentioning  to  the  commanding  general  the  valuable  services  of  Mr* 
Moses  Carson,  who,  when  a  march  was  made  through  this  country  by 
Capt.  Smith,  1st  dragoons,  in  September,  volunteered  his  services  as  a 
guide,  refusing  anv  remuneration  from  the  U.  States  for  them,  and 
when  he  learned  of  this  scout,  came  and  offered  them  to  me,  upon  the 
same  terms,  which  I  most  gladly  accepted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

lit  Lieut,  lit  Dragoons^  Commanding. 
Major  E.R.S.CAieBr, 
Asst.  A<§.  Gen.  Monterey^  Cat. 

No.  6.  Head-Quarters,  10th  Military  Departmbnt, 

Monterey,  California^  February  1,  1850. 

GiirxRAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  date  of  my  repoH, 
No.  48,  (of  1849,)  the  following  papers,  in  separate  packages,  have  been 
mailed  for  transmission  to  your  office,  viz. : 

1.  Proceedings  of  a  general  court  martial  at  the  depot  near  Benida, 
Gal.,  January  9. 

2.  Department  orders^  Nos.  1,  2, 8,  4  and  5,  and  special  ordws  1  and 
2,  current  series,  by  the  steamer  of  January  16. 

3.  Letter  of  aclcnowledgment.  No.  2. 

4.  Report  of  the  Judge  Advocate  of  the  general  court  martial,  for  the 
trial  of  2d  Lieut  M.  K.  Stevenson,  7th  infantry,  (Letter  No.  3.) 

5.  Roll  of  New- York  Volunteers,  furnished  with  trannporCation  home^ 
(Letter  No.  4.) 

6.  Department  return  for  November,  1849,  (Letter  No.  5.) 

7.  Department  orders  No.  0,  7  and  8,  and  special  orders  8,  4  and  5^ 
current  series,  and  circular  of  January  15th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servai^ 

B   RILBY 
Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  A^CMdg  the  D^'t. 
MiO*  Gen.  R.  Jomes, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  7.  Head-Quarters,  10th  Mil.  Dept., 

Monterey,  Calif omia,  February  I2th,  1850. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  lease 
made  by  Capt  Keyes,  3d  artillery,  of  a  portion  of  the  public  reservations 
at  San  Francisco.  The  copy  of  this  paper  intended  to  accompany  my 
communication  of  December  28,  1849,  (No.  41,)  was  mislaid  by  the  gen* 
tleman  to  whom  it  was  entrusted,  and  the  second  copy  was  received  but 
a  few  days  since.  I  request  that  it  may  be  filed  with  the  papers  trans- 
mitted with  tfie  report  above  referred  to.     * 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S  A.  Commanding  the  JkpartmenL 
M^.  Gen.  R-  Jones, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  S.A.,  Washington,  D.C. 
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This  indenture,  made  this  S7th  day  of  November,  la  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fortyruine,  by  and  between  Gapt 
E.  D.  Keyes,  United  States  Army,  eommanding  at  San  FranciscOt  Up- 
per Gaiifomia,  and  John  &  Steinberger,  of  the  same  place,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  E.  D.  Keyes,  on  the  part  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  doth  hereby  lease,  demise  and  let  unto  the  said  John  B.  Steinber* 
ger,  all  those  lots,  parcels  and  blocks  of  ground  in  the  said  town  of  San 
Francisco,  known  and  indicated  on  the  map  of  said  town  as  "govern- 
ment Reserve,''  which  are  embraced  between  Broad-street  on  die  ncMtht 
Pacific-street  on  the  south,  Sansom-street  on  the  west,  and  on  the  east 
by  the  limits  of  the  town  on  the  side  of  the  water :  To  have  and  to  hold 
the  saiie  to  him,  the  said  John  B.  8teinberger,his  executors,  administra* 
tors  and  assigns,  to  his  and  their  use,  for  and  during  the  full  term  of  ten 
years  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  that 
the  said  John  B.  Steinberger  shall  pay  therefor  the  yearly  rent  of  three 
thousand  dollars  during  said  term*  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 
And  the  said  Gapt  £.  D.  Keyes,  for  and  ia  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
cAveoants  with  the  said  John  B.  Steinberger,  bis  executors,  administra- 
tors and  assigns,  that  he  and  they  may,  aqd  shall  occupy  these  hereby 
leased  premises  during  the  term  aforesaid,  peaceably  ud  quietly,  and 
free  from  all  claims  or  demands  from  the  United  States.  And  the  sud 
J<^n  B«  Steinberger,  for  himself,  his  executors,  admintBtrat(»v  and  as- 
signs, does  covenant  with  the  said  lessor,  that  he,  the  said  lessee  will 
pay  to  the  said  lessor,  yearly,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  to  the 
said  £.  D.  Keyes,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  or  to  his 
successor  in  office,  or  other  person  duly  authorised  to  receive  it  And 
the  said  John  B.  Steinberger  agrees  to  acquire  for,  and  surrender  to  the 
United  States,  at  the  expiration  of  bis  lease,  all  titles  and  claims  belong- 
ing to  or  held  by  other  persons,  in  and  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said 
premises,  to  pay  all  taxes  and  assessments  which  may  be  laid  upon  the 
premises  by  the  proper  authorities ;  to  surrender  to  the  United  States, 
whenever  called  on  to  do  so,  one  lot  or  jMuroel  of  ground  embraced  in 
diis  indenture,  two  hundred  and  fourteen  met  long,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  broad,  said  lot  to  be  located  on  Broad-street,  and  to  com- 
mence sixty  feet  east  from  Battery-street,  having  its  greatest  length  on 
Broad-street :  said  lessee  being  allowed  not  less  than  sixty  davs  to  remove 
his  buildings  from  said  lot  whenever  It  shall  be  required  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States.  The  said  Steinberger  agrees  honestly  and  faidiftilly  to 
defend  and  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States  in  and 
to  all  and  every  part  of  the  lands  embraced  in  this  lease.  But  if  it  shall 
be  decided  by  the  proper  tribunals,  that  any  other  person  or  persons 
possess  a  valid  and  bona  fide  title  to  any  portion  or  portions  of  them,  and 
if  such  person  or  persons  shall  now  have  or  shall  obtain  legal  possession 
thereof;  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  portion  or  portions  of  the  land  so 
claimed  and  obtained  shall  be  considered  as  not  included  in  this  inden- 
ture of  lease,  this  indenture  holding  good  with  its  conditions  to  all  other 
portions  and  parts  of  the  premises  herein  described.  In  default  of  the 
payment  of  the  three  thousand  dollars  aforesaid,  within  the  year  for 
which  it  shall  become  due,  this  lease  to  become  null  and  void,  and  the 
kaiee  shall  surrender  to  the  United  States  the  land  as  herein  described 
and  leased,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  the  premiies  to  be  surren- 
dered peacefully  to  the  United  States,    The  said  lessee  reserring  to 
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UniBeirthe  right,  at  the  expiration  of  the  ten  yean,  to  remove  all  his 
buildings ;  but  he  is  to  make  no  claim  against  the  United  States  for  ex^ 
eavations  and  embankments,  which  he  or  his  successors  may  have  made 
or  put  upon  the  premises.  The  said  Steinberger  agrees  not  to  allow  any 
pemm,  whatsoever,  to  participate  in  the  uses  or  profits  of  these  said  pre- 
mises, who  does  not  fully  and  without  reservation  or  predisposition  of 
his  claims,  subscribe  to  eJl  the  conditions  and  exceptions  of  this  lease. 
.  In  witness  whereof*  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and 
ieaL  on  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

(Signed)  E.  D.  KEYES,       [SealJ 

QipL  3d  Ari%  Commanding  at  San  Frandico^  Upper  Cat. 
(Signed)  JOHN  B.  STEINBERGER.    tSeill.] 

Witness. 
(Signed)    T.  Boruut  Knro. 

Tbuutokt  of  Califorhia, 
District  of  San  Francisco,  November  2U<&,  1S49« 

Personally  appeared  the  above  named  E.  D.  Keyes  and  John  B.  Stein* 
berger,  and  the  persons  who  signed  the  foregoing  instrument,  and  indi* 
vidually  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  their  free  act  and  deed,  before 
me. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  copy  furnished  by  Capt. 
Keyes,  8d  artillery. 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Assistant  Ac^utant  OeneraL 
Bead-Qiuattert,  VMi  Mil  Dept.  February  I2th,  1860. 


No.  8.  HsAD-QuAJiTEitSy  IOth  Mil.  Depakthsnt, 

Monltrejf,  CaL,  Feb.  2dd,  1850. 
GhnrntAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  general  or- 
ders, No.  58,  of  1849,  and  a  copy  of  your  communication  of  January  8, 
1850^  to  Brvt.  Maj.  Patrick,  2d  infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Breo.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Camdg.  the  Dept. 
*   MiQ.  Gen.  R.  Jokbb, 

Aa^.  Genl  U.  S.  A.,  Washington  City. 


,    No.  II.  Head-Quartsbs,  IOth  Mil.  DsPARTarmrry 

Monterey^  Cal,  Feb.  28, 1850. 

•  CoLomeL :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information 
•f  the  general-in-chief,  a  report  from  Major  Emory,  T.  E.,  announcing 
the  final  action  of  the  boundary  survey  in  adjourning  to  the  Paso  del 
Norte<  I  have  in  consequence  directed  the  enlisted  men  on  detached 
eervfee  with  the  escort  to  join  their  proper  companies,  and  until  the 
bsoort  is  finally  dispensed  widi,  will  employ  it  on  tne  line  between  San 
Diego  and  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado  rivers.  Instructions 
haxp.  accordingly  been  given  to  advance  the  escort  to  Agua  Caliente, 
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•  [«] 

(Wamefs  Pass,)  an  important  position  on  the  lower  rente  to  the  Colo- 
rado, where,  if  the  adjoomment  of  the  commission  shonld  not  be  eon- 
cnrred  in,  it  will  be  in  readiness  for  any  ulterior  operations  that  may  be 
directed. 

The  conmiand  intended  for  the  post  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Tnlares  will  move  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  roads  will  permit  it.  The 
infantry  company  for  the  post  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cigon  Pass  (Rancho 
del  ehino)  hois  also  been  designated. 

Dr.  Boodi,  late  assistant  surgeon  of  the  late  10th  infantry,  was  ordered 
to  California  with  the  command  of  Brevet  Major  Graham,  2d  dragoons, 
by  M^or  General  Wool.  I  respectfully  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation written  to  Dr.  Booth  by  direction  of  Colonel  Mason,  explanatory 
of  his  position  here.  He  was  discharged  Dec.  28,  1849,  by  instructions 
fitmi  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Hie  acting  military  storekeeper  (ordnance  department)  at  this  placo^bifi 
tendered  the  resignation  of  his  appointment,  and  I  respectfully  renew  tngr 
aralication  for  an  officer  of  the  cmnance  department  Tlie  large  amdctnt 
of  ordnance  stores  at  this  place  and  San  Francisco  render  it  imp<»taiii; 
diat  the  depot  should  be  under  the  charge  of  an  experienced  officer.  If 
no  officer  of  the  ordnance  department  can  be  spared)  I  resf>ectfully  rfin^Bv 
mend  that  I  may  be  authorized  to  assign  a  line  officer  to  this  duty. 

Upon  learning  that  no  medical  officers  could  be  sent  to  this  country, 
instructions  were  given  the  medical  director  to  ascertain  and  report 
upon  what  terms  medical  services  could  be  obtained  for  the  posta  of 
Sonmna,  Benicia,  and  San  Francisco,  with  a  view  to  sending  the  medical 
officers  at  those  posts  into  the  interior,  and  supplying  their  place  by  the 
emplovment  of  citizens.  The  recent  assignment  of  Assistant  Surgeons 
Campbell  and  Abbott  will  in  part  obviate  the  necessity  of  doing  this. 
The  reports  furnished  by  the  medical  director  have  just  been  received^ 
and  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  extravagant  rates  of  compensation 
in  this  country,  I  respectfully  transmit  copies  of  these  reportai  for  the 
information  of  the  general-in-chief.  , 

If  Assistant  Surgeon  Hewitt  should  recover  his  health,  there  would 
still  be  no  more  medical  officers  in  the  department  than  will  be  abso- 
lutely required  for  the  different  posts.  I  have  heretofore  recommended 
that  there  should  be  one  or  two  more  than  that  number,  and  I  now 
respectfully  repeat  the  recommendation. 

The  reports  of  desertions  for  the  month  of  January  exhibit  an  increase 
on  that  of  the  previous  month,  the  loss  by  desertion  being  for  that  month 
ten.  Several  of  these,  however,  had  occurred  in  previous  months,  the 
reports  of  which  were  only  received  in  time  to  be  included  in  the  Jan- 
nary  reports. 

The  assignment  of  Major  Emory  to  this  department  will  enable  me 
to  make,  early  in  the  spring,  Ae  location  of  the  permanent  posts 
required  by  the  lllth  paragraj^  of  General  Orders,  No.  49,  of  1848,  and 
I  design  proceeding  to  the  south  upon  this  duty  by  the  April  steamer, 
returning  to  this  place  by  land,  and  visiting  on  my  route  the  military 
positions  on  the  eastern  frontier. 

I  again  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general-in-chicf  to  the 
^vant  of  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department.  There  iare  only 
two  of  that  class  on  duty  with  my  command.  Brevet  Major  McKinstry 
and  Captain  Home,  and  the  former  is  under  charges  preferred  by  M^or 
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[52]  TO 

Emory,  wbiob  tke  iDterests  of  the  servioe  require  should  be  inrestigatod 
hM  soon  as  a  ooart*martial  can  be  assembled  tor  that  purpose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  colonel» 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brev.  Brig.  Gem.  U.  8.  A.,  Cwidg.  the  Depi. 
To  lient.  Col.  W.  G.  Fesbman, 

Assi.  AdfL  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Head-Quariers  of  the  Armjf,  New-Twrk. 


Peisipio  of  Sax  Feakcisco^ 

February  10, 1850. 
Sn :  In  reply  to  your  commanication  of  January  8d,  in  refinance  Xm 
private  physicians,  I  wonld  state  ttiat  I  know  <^  none  who  would  be 
wilKc^  to  remain  permanently  at  this  post,  and  that  the  charge  for  a 
visit  would  be  from  #80  to  #50,  the  former  sum  being  the  least  asked 
by  diose  with  whom  I  have  conferred.  Being  well  acquainted  with  the 
rates  charged  in  San  Francisco  fcnr  professional  servicM,  I  should 
oeive  #80  a  fiur  charge  for  a  visit  to  this  post 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  F.  TURNER, 
Brev.  Major  Ed.  R.  S.  Canbt,  Surgeon^  e§c. 

AMsisiam  Adjutant*  Ctenertd^  MnUeretf^  CaL 


Vosn  NSAE  BiNiciA,  Caufobhia, 

\9ih  FArncay,  1850. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  order  from 
Grcneral  Riley,  dated  25th  January  last,  in  relation  to  ascertaining  the 
price  per  month  for  which  the  services  of  a  competent  physician  can  be 
procured  to  perform  the  duties  of  Assistant  Surgeon  at  this  post.  Your 
communication  was  not  received  until  the  7th  inst.,  so  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  answer  it  so  promptly  as  I  wished.  I  have  spoken  to  two 
physicians,  (the  only  ones  to  be  found  here,)  who  state  the  service  to  be 
worth  Meven  hundred  dollars  per  month,  and  the  resident,  Dr.  Peabody,  is 
not  determined  whether  he  would  engage  to  do  the  doty  required  for 
this  amount  I  have  the  honor  to  remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  DYERLE, 
Dr.  G.  P.  TuEiTEB,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  8.  A. 

Surgeon  (7.  S.  A.  and  Med.  Director^  San  FVaneisco. 


Sonoma^  February  I4IA,  1850. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular^ 
directing  me  to  ascertain  at  what  price  a  citizen  surgepn  could  be  emr 
pWed  to  perform  the  duties  of  assistant  surgeon  at  this  port 

Four  hundred  dollars  per  mondi  is  the  lowest  price  4jmd.^n  case  of 


n  t«2] 

being  obliged  to  leave  tbe  town,  five  dollars  a  mile  in  addition  to  the 
monthly  pay.  I  am,  sir,  most  respeetfally, 

Yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S-  GRIFFIN, 
Sorgeon  Gborob  F.  Tuehbe,  AssUtani  Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

U.  8.  A.  Med.  Direciar,  IOC*  Mil  Dept.,  San  Firanciico,  Col. 


San  Diego,  Col.,  February  18tA,  1850. 

Majob:  I  have  already  eommunicated  the  letter  of  the  American 
commissioner  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  stating  that  it  was  deemed  impracticable  to 
push  operations  from  this  side,  and  that  the  escort  would  be  no  longer 
required. 

I  have  this  day  received  notification  that  the  joint  commission  have 
adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber next,  and  that  my  presence  there  will  be  required. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  commission  has  also  imposed  upon  me  the 
necessity  of  revisiting  the  line  in  this  vicinity,  in  company  with  the 
Mexican  astronomer  and  surveyor.  This  duty  I  shall  have  accomplished 
by  the  1st  of  March,  on  which  day  I  shall,  in  compliance  with  Depart* 
ment  Special  Orders,  No.  8,  and  your  letter  of  the  88th  January,  turn 
over  the  command  of  the  escort  to  the  senior  ofllcer  present 

Brevet  Captain  Hardcastie  has  been  designated  by  the  joint  conunis- 
sion  to  place  the  monuments  upon  the  line,  and  will  be  left  here  by  me 
for  that  purpose.  When  he  is  prepared  to  take  the  field,  which  cannot 
be  before  next  fall,  I  will  thank  the  general  commanding  to  ftamish  him 
with  the  small  escort  indicated  in  my  letter  of  January  27th. 
I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  miyor. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brev.  McQor  Comdg.  Escort  Bdy.  Commissum^ 

To  Major  E.  R.  S.  Cahby, 

Assi.  Adft.  Oen.f  Head-Quarters,  lOik  Mil  DepL,  Monterey,  Oal. 


Hbad-Quabtbbs,  10th  Mil.  Dbpabtmbnt, 

Monterey,  CaL,  February  21s^  1850. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  January  29th  is  this  moment  received,  and  in 
answer  I  am  directed  to  say  to  you  that  General  Orders,  No.  80,  of  July 
7th,  1848,  herewith  inclosed,  continues  you  in  service  until  you  are 
^  duly  notified  of  your  discharge.'*  The  exhibition  of  these  orders  to 
Major  Hill,  paymaster,  will  remove  any  doubts  he  may  have  etiter- 
tained  as  to  your  position  as  an  officer  of  the  army. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
To  W.  L.  Booth,  Ist  JJeut.  dd  Art.,  A.  A.  A.  General.  j 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A* 
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No.  9.  Hjbad-Qoaetshs,  10th  Miu  Devartmevt,     . 

Monterey,  Cal.^  March  Ui,  1850. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  packages  have 
been  mailed  to  your  address  since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  advice.  No.  6,  viz. : 

1.  Letter  No.  7,  of  transmitted. 

2.  ^        ^8,  of  acknowledgment 

3.  Copies  of  department  orders,  Nos.  8  and  9  ;  department  special  or- 
ders, Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9, 10  and  11,  current  .series,  and  copy  of  circnlar  of 
February  21. 

I  respectfully  request  that  fifty  blanks,  for  department  returns,  may 
be  sent  to  me  by  the  earliest  opportunity.    A  portion  of  those  heretofore 
received,  have  been  sent  to  the  conunander  of  the  11th  military  depart- 
ment. Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 
r  B.  RILEY, 

Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Comdg.  the  DepL 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adj.  Gen.  U.  S-  JL.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  10.  Head-Quakt£Rs,  10th  Mil.  Defa&tmeht, 

Monterey,  Cal.,  March  2,  1850. 

GEVBBAii :  I  have  this  moment  learned  from  San  Francisco,  that  strong 
efforts  are  being  made  by  a  number  of  individuals,  (a  large  proportion 
of  them  foreigners,  to  forcibly  occupy  the  government  reserves  in  and 
near  that  town,  in  order  to  secure  preemption  to  the  land.  These  squat- 
ters have  been  several  times  removed  by  Capt  Keyes,  in  obedience  to 
my  orders,  but  have  as  often  returned,  and  attempted  to  resume  posses- 
sion. The  military  reserves  were  selected  and  laid  off  by  competent 
officers  some  three  years  ago,  under  the  direction  of  mv  predecessorSt 
Generals  Kearney  and  Mason,  and  have  ever  since  been  held  and  occu- 
pied by  the  military  forceis,  or  by  agents  of  the  military  department  of 
the  general  government.  These  reserves  were  laid  off  from  the  public 
domaiq,  and  are  deemed  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  government,  as 
sites  for  fortifications,  arsenals,  store-houses,  custom-bouse,  &C.,  and  if 
now  allowed  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  private  Bpeculators,  they  must 
eventually  be  purchased  back  at  an  enormous  cost,  as  lands  in  this  vi- 
cinity are  now  exceedingly  valuable. 

I  am  informed  that  a  large  number  of  these  squatters  and  speculators 
have  banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  militarv  forces 
and  government  agents  from  the  reserves,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that 
representations  will  be  sent  home  in  this  steamer  to  the  authorities  at 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  disapproval  of  the  course 
pursued.  The  officers  here  are  endeavoring  to  secure  these  reserves  by 
the  forcible  ejection  of  the  squatters. 

I  hope  to  be  prepared  to  report  by  the  next  steamer  more  fully  upon 
this  subject  In  the  meantime,  I  would  recommend  that  orders  be  issued 
from  the  wiftr  depa^rtment,  directing  officers  in  this  country  to  secure  and 
protect  these  reserves. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Breio.  Brig.  Gen.  XJ.  S.  A.,  Comdg.  the  DepL 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  Jowes, 

Adj.  Gen.,  Washington,  D.  C.  r  V^r^rrl^ 
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No.  11.  H£AB-QUAET8B8»  IOtH  MlL.  DnASTmRT, 

Mo9Uerey,  Cal^  April  1, 1849. 
Genual  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  date  of  my  letter 
<kf  adyiee.  No.  9,  the  following  papers  have  been  transmitted  to  your 
office^ 

1.  Copies  of  department  orders  Nos.  11, 12  and  13,  and  department 
special  orders  Nos.  12»  18,  14, 15, 16  and  17,  current  series. 
Very  req>eotftilly»  geaeval,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brffi.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  8.  A.,  Commanding  ike  Deparimmi* 
Major-General  R.  Jokbs, 

•Ad^tUant-Oeneral,  Woihingtm,  D.  C. 


HsAD^UABTBItS,   IOtH  MiL«  D«PT., 

Monterey^  Cahfomia^  Nmxmber  1«<,  1849. 

Major  :  In  consequence  of  the  continued  absence  of  General  Smith, 
and  the  pressure  of  business  consequent  upon  the  late  arrival  of  the 
steamer  from  Panama,  the  commanding  general  is  unable  at  present  to 
leave  Monterey.  He  accordingly  directs  that  proceed  with  such  arrange- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  to  put  your  command  under  cover  for 
the  winter.  As  ^s  will  be  a  departure  to  some  extent  from  his 
instmctioas  from  Washington,  he  desires  that  the  provision  to  be 
made  by  yon  be  limited  to  that  which  is  absolutely  and  immediately  ne- 
cessary. 

The  genial  is  greatly  concerned  at  your  failure  to  receive  the  sup- 
plies estimated  for  by  you  in  August  last,  and  has  written  to  the  quarter- 
master at  Benicia  in  relation  to  them.  If  they  have  not  already  been 
sent,  he  will  cause  tbem  to  be  sent  immediately. 

He  desires  me  to  say,  that  he  is  exceedingly  solicitous  about  the  emi« 
grants  by  the  Gila  route,  and  liopes  that  you  have  taken  measures  to 
prevent  suffering  from  the  want  of  provisions. 

Should  there  be  emigrants  at  San  Diego  in  actual  want,  you  are 
authorized  to  sell  to  them  in  limited  quitntities,  taking  care  that  this  be 
done  only  to  relieve  immediate  wants,  and  that  it  be  discontinued  as  soon 
as  they  can  supply  themselves  from  other  sources. 

None  of  the  monthly  papers  due  from  your  post  {c^  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember have  been  reoei^^ned.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  they 
be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Ins^uctions  with  regard  to  public  lands  at  San  Diego  will  be  sent  you 
by  the  first  opportunity. 

Very  retpeotfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 
EDWARD  R.  &  CANBY, 

AMsUtant  AdjuUaU  Gmercl. 

To  Major  S.  P.  Hbintzclman, 

2d  Infantry f  ConCdg  4^.,  San  Diego^  CaL 


Head-Quarters,  10th  Miu  Dept.i 

Monterey,  Col.,  Nov.  Ut,  1849. 
Major  :  Your  several  communications  and  the  accompanying  papers 
have  been  received  and  rabmitted  to  the  commanding  general^  who  di- 
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rects  me  to  say  in  reply  to  yoor  eomnmiiicatioii  of  the  24th  in^,  that  he 
fully  approves  the  coarse  porsaed  by  you  for  the  relief  of  the  emigrants 
by  the  Gila. 

In  anticipation  of  these  oocurrenoeSy  Mcgor  Ueintselmaii  was  autho- 
rized some  time  since  to  take  any  measures  that  be  might  deem  seces- 
sary  to  throw  forward  supplies  to  meet  the  emigrants.  As  indicating 
the  manner  in  which  this  relief  is  to  be  giveUt  I  enclose  a  copy  <tf  his 
instructions,  and  also,  an  extract  from  a  commimication  to  him  of  this 
date. 

From  information  derived  fVom  several  sources,  your  communications 
being  one  of  them,  the  commanding  general  does  not  anticipate  any 
trouble  with  the  Indians,  if  a  proper  degree  of  forbearance  be  exercised 
by  the  emigrants. 

It  is  not  known  that  measures  have  been  adopted  by  Mi^or  Heintzel- 
man  for  the  relief  of  the  emigrants ;  but  it  is  highly  important  that  there 
should  be  an  entire  co-operation  in  any  measures  that  may  be  adopted, 
and  with  this  view  he  will  be  jEVimished  an  extract  from  this. 

Of  the  two  detachments  of  dragodns  from  departments  S  and  9, 
that  are  now  supposed  to  be  at  San  Diego,  one  has  been  directed  to  re- 
port to  Miyor  Heintzelman,  with  a  view  to  filling  up  Lieut.  Coats'  com- 
pany to  legal  standard.  This  will  be  available  as  an  escort  for  any  pro* 
visicm's  train  that  may  be  sent  out  to  meet  the  emigrants. 

The  general  regrets  that  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  busineeB 
consequent  upon  the  late  arrival  of  the  steamer,  lie  has  as  yet  been 
unable  to  give  to  the  interesting  papers  transmitted  by  you  the  atten- 
tion they  deserved,  bat  that  he  will  write  more  fully  in  a  day  or  two. 
Very  respectfully,  mcgor,  your  obedient  servant, 
ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Auisiami  Adfiuant  Gmieral. 

To  Mitfor  W«  H.  Emoet, 

Om'dg  Escort  to  Boundary  doMmt  mm,  San  DiegOf  CaL 


HBAn-QuASTiRS,  10th  Mil.  Dbtt., 

JMbmierpf  CaLf  Nov.  2d,  1840. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  infonnation  of  the  com« 
manding  general,  the  following  particulars,  abstracted  from  several  re- 
ports from  Major  Emory,  T.  E.,  and  Lieut.  Ord.  8d  artillery ;  the  former 
furnished  in  accordance  with  my  request  of  September  Mth,  and  the 
latter  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  department  head-quarters  of 
October  1st 

The  complaints  of  the  emigrants  by  the  Gila  River,  in  relation  to 
Indian  depredations  on  that  river  and  the  Colorado,  I  am  satisfied  are 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  when  they  have  occurred,  have  been  prompted 
by  previous  aggressions  on  the  part  of  thoughtless  or  unprincipled 
whites. 

The  disposition,  however,  of  the  Yumas,  is  such  that  troops  will  be 
necessary  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  to  pretect  any  future  immigration 
by  that  route ;  and  as  a  secondary  point  of  great  importance,  another 
military  post  should  be  established  as  soon  as  possible,  at  or  near  the 
**  Pimas  Village.'*  For  the  present  season,  the  presence  at  the  mouth 
of  Gila,  of  Lieut  Couts*  command,  about  eighty  eflective  (includini;  a 
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portion  of  the  employers  of  the  oommisrion)  will  give  sufficient  pro- 
tection for  the  immigration  of  this  year.  Lieut  Gouts  will  remain  at 
this  present  position  until  about  the  middle  of  December,  before  which 
time,  I  am  convinced,  from  several  sources  of  information,  diat  the 
whole  of  the  immigration  for  this  year  will  have  crossed  the  desert. 

I  hope  to  be  able  early  next  spring  to  make  the  establishment  at  the 
mouth  of  Gila  permanent 

Many  of  the  emigrants  by  the  Gila  River  have  arrived  as  was  ex- 
pected, in  a  very  destitute  condition.  In  anticipation  of  this  emergency, 
mstractions  were  in  September  last  given  to  the  comnumding  officer 
at  San  Diego,  to  throw  forward  provisions  to  meet  them.  Lt  Gouts, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Gila,  has  very  properly  and  promptly  anticipated 
these  instructions,  and  afforded  to  the  destitute  such  relief  as  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  The  complaints  of  the  outrages  committed  bv  the 
Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of  Los  Angeles  were  also  found  by  Lieut 
(M.  to  be  exaggerated,  but  still  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  render  the 
establishment  c£  a  small  force  in  that  neighborhood  for  pressing  neces- 
sity. As  the  best  position  for  this  force,  the  Rancho  del  Chino  has  been 
selected,  and  quarters  have  been  hired  at  that  place  for  the  winter.  So 
soon  as  I  am  advised  of  the  arrival  at  San  Diego  of  the  detachment  d 
dragoons  on  the  march  to  this  department  as  the  escort  of  the  Arkan- 
>sa8  emigrants,  one  of  the  companies  now  at  San  Diego,  will  be  sent 
to  the  Rancho  del  Ghino.  The  commissary  at  the  department  head- 
quarters has  been  instructed  to  send  to  San  Pecbro,  the  Fort  of  Los  An- 
geles, provisions  for  one  company  for  the  winter. 

From  the  complexion  of  the  information  first  received,  I  appre- 
hended that  the  post  at  the  Cajon  pass,  recommended  in  several  com- 
munications from  department  head-quarters,  may  not  be  sufficient  to 
give  entire  protection  to  that  frontier,  for  there  are  two  or  three  subor- 
dinate passes  through  which  the  well-mounted  Indian  horse  thieves  may 
make  tneir  incursions  and  escape  with  impunity. 

Mr.  Gollier,  collector  of  this  district,  crossed  the  Golorado  on  the  16th 
of  October,  and  was  hourly  expected  at  San  Diego,  at  the  date  of  the 
last  advices  from  that  place. 

I  regret  the  necessity  of  reporting,  that  the  officer  in  command  of  his 
escort,  Brvt  Gapt  Herman  Thorn,  2d  artillery,  was  drowned  on  cross- 
ing  the  Colorado  on  the  16th. 

I  have  been  unable,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  business,  to 
make  my  anticipated  visit  to  l»n  Diego,  and  have,  in  consequence,  au- 
thorixed  the  comoianding  officer  at  that  place  to  make  provision  to  shel- 
ter his  c<»nmand  during  the  winter.  The  buildings  in  which  it  is  now 
quartered,  are  required  by  their  owners,  who  are  bringing  their  families 
into  the  town  for  the  winter.  No  quarters  can  be  obtained ;  the  mission 
is  so  dilapidated  that  it  cannot  be  used,  and  the  most  economical  pro- 
vision tluit  can  be  made,  will  be  the  occupation  of  one  or  two  of  the 
hide-houses  on  the  beach  for  barracks,  and  tne  erection  of  one  building 
for  officers^  quarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Brvt.  Brig.  Oen.  Commanding. 

Lieut  Col.  I.  Hooker, 
Asst  Adj.  Chn.  Skmomaf  CaL 
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HsaihQuaetebs,  10th  Military  Dbpt., 
Monterey^  Cal.^  November  2d,  1849. 
GAPTAm :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  twelve  muskets  (flint 
locks,)  with  equipments  complete,  and  500  rounds  of  muskets,  ball-car- 
tridges, be  put  up  and  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster's  department 
for  transportation  to  San  3o86. 

The  prefect  of  that  district  will  receipt  to  you  for  these  arms. 
Very  respectfidly,  your  oVt  servant, 
Captain  W.  G.  Marct,  ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Military  Storekeeper,  Mtmterey,  Col.  Asst.  Adj.  Chneral. 


Heap-Quaetbbs,  10th  Miutabt  Dbpt., 
MotU&rey,  Cal^  Nov.  4,  1840. 
CoLOHBL :  If,  upon  the  return  of  the  Major-General  commanding  the 
division,  Lieut.  Derby  be  not  required  at  division  head-quarters,  I  re- 
quest that  he  may  be  assigned  to  duty  in  this  department,  and  that  lie 
may  be  furnished  with  a  porticm  of  the  funds  and  instruments  in  the  po»> 
session  of  the  late  Capt  Warner,  as  there  are  none  pertaining  to  the 
bureau  in  the  department  exeept  those  for  which  he  was  responsible. 

I  wish  to  employ  him  in  making  a  survey  of  the  country  in  the  vieia- 
ity  of  the  passes  east  of  San  Luis  Obispo,  the  Talares  and  Kerns  Lake. 
Very  respectfully,  coloneli  your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  8.  A.  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  L  Hoonmt, 
AssU  Adj.  Oen.,  Sonoma,  CdU 
(Official  copy.) 
Ed.  W.  V.  Oamly,  A.  A.  G. 


HBAo-QuARTEas,  IOth  MiL.  Dkpt., 

San  Francisco,  CoHfarma,  Nov.  ISlk,  1849. 
CAPtAni :  The  c6mmanding  general  has  learned  that  the  point  at 
which  Capt  Warner  was  murdered,  »  much  more  remote  than  was  an- 
ticipated, when  his  instructions  to  you  of  October  25th  were  given,  and 
that  this  in  conjunction  with  the  unusually  early  commencement  of  the 
rainy  season  will  effectually  prevent  your  accomplishing  anything  this 
season.  He  accordingly  countermands  the  instructions  then  g^ven,  and 
directs  you  to  return  immediately  to  your  station  at  Sonoma,- taking  with 
you  to  that  place  company  E  1st  dragoons,  if  Lieat*  Wilson  should  have 
reported  to  you. 

A  duplicate  of  this  conununication  will  be  sent  to  Capt  Day,  2d  in- 
fantry, to  be  fbrwarded  to  you  if  you  should  have  passed  up  the  Sacra- 
mento. I  enclose  a  copy  of  instructions  to  Lieut.  Wilson,  which  yon 
will  please  forward  to  him  if  he  should  be  in  your  neigfaboriiood,  and  net 
yet  have  joined  you. 

Very  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Captain  A.  J.  Smfth,  Assistant  Adjutant  GeneroL 

1st  Dragoons,Upper  Sacramento. 
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HBAD-QuARTERfly  IOtH  MiL.  DeTT., 

San  Francisco,  Calif omia,  November ,  16fA,  1849. 
Sib:  The  instructions  to  Capt,  Smith,  1st  Dragoons,  of  Oct.  25th,  to 
proceed  to  the  Upper  Sacramento,  have  been  comitermanded  by  the 
conmianding  general.  If  you  have  not  already  reported  to  Capt. 
Smith,  he  now  directs  that  you  proceed  with  your  troops  to  Sonoma, 
where  you  will  report  to  him,  and  await  further  instructions  from  dept- 
head-quarters.  The  baggage  of  your  troops  will  be  detained  at  Beni- 
cia  until  these  instructions  are  given. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Assistant  AdjtUant  General. 
Lieut  C.  J.  L.  Smith, 

1st  Dragoons,  Upper  Sacramento. 


Head-Quarters,  10th  Mil.  Dept., 

San  Francisco,  CaL,  Nov,,  I4th,  1849. 
Sir  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  remain  with  the  dra- 
goon detachment  under  your  command,  at  or  in  the  neighborhood  of 
San  Diego,  until  the  receipt  of  further  instructions  from  dept.  head- 
quarters. Tou  will  report  by  the  first  opportunity  the  state  of  com- 
mand, and  make  any  estimates  that  may  be  necessary  for  putting  it  in 
an  efficient  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
ED.  R.  S.  CANBY. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General^ 
To  the  Officer  in  Command  of  the  Escort  of  the 
Collector  for  the  District  of  California. 


Hbad-Quabters,  10th  Mil.  Dept. 

San  Francisco,  California,  Nov.  I5th,  1849. 

Colovbl:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  conmianding  the  division,  that  I  came  to  this  place  the  12th 
instant,  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  arrangement  by  which  the 
government  reservations  at.  this  place  can  be  secured,  but  found  upon  my 
arrival  here  that  Capt.  Keyes,  dd  artillery,  had  already  leased  them. 
This  lease  has  been  disapproved  and  annulled  for  the  reason  that  land 
sufficient  for  custom-house  purposes  has  not  been  reserved,  and  the  time 
for  which  the  lands  have  been  leased  was  entirely  too  great.  So  much 
of  these  reservations  as  nday  be  required  for  custom-house  purposes  will 
be  immediately  transferred  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  secretary  of  war  and  the  commander  of  the  division) 
and  the  remainder  will  be  re-leased  for  a  shorter  time,  and  with  greater 
reservations  than  are  made  in  the  lease  above  referred  to. 

Although  opposed  to  leasing  this  land  until  after  an  answer  to  General 
Mason's  report  upon  this  subject  is  received,  the  state  of  afi*airs  in  this 
place  renders  it  necessary  that  some  measure  of  this  kind  should  be 
taken  in  order  to  secure  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

Copies  of  the  papers  in  relation  to  this  matter  will  be  sent  to  division  > 
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head-quartera  on  my  retora  to  Montereyi  for  the  infiormation  of  the  com* 
manding  general. 

I  regret  greatly  that  the  anosually  early  commencement  of  the  rainy 
season  will  prevent  Capt.  Smith  from  effecting  anything  against  the  In- 
dians engaged  in  the  attack  of  Capt  Warner's  party.  His  instructions 
have  accordingly  been  countermanded. 

The  same  reason  will  probably  interfere  with  the  disposition  made  in 
dept  special  orders  No.  55,  of  Major  Miller's  command,  as  it  will  be 
difficult  to  supply  it  after  the  rains  have  fully  set  in  ;  company  **  A**  2d 
infantry  will  be  quartered  during  the  winter  at  the  Presidio  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  if  the  rains  continue  companies  **  B  "  and  ^'  K  "  at  Monterey, 
where  provision  can  be  made  for  them  without  any  additional  expense 
for  quarters. 

I  have  learned  from  Mr.  Collier,  the  collector  for  the  district,  that  he 
dispensed  with  the  services  of  his  escort  at  San  Diego,  and  that  it  will 
probably  remain  there  for  some  time.  With  a  view  to  save  inconve- 
niences and  expenses  of  a  march  through  the  country  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  instructions  will  be  sent  down  by  the  Panama  for  the  detach- 
ment to  remain  at  that  place  until  further  orders,  with  a  view  to  filling 
up  Captain  Smith's  troops  by  transfers  from  ^E**  company,  and  to  send- 
ing the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  to  reorganize  that  com- 
pany from  the  escorts  of  the  collector  and  the  Arkansas  emigrants, 
which  are  understood  to  be  about  sixty  strong.  This  command  will  be 
employed  during  the  winter  in  the  neighborhood  of  Los  Angeles  or 
WUliam's  Rancho.  *  j 

Very  respectfhlly,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY, 
Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  Comdg.  the  DepL 

Lieut  Col.  J.  Hooker, 

Asst.  AdjL  Gejieralf  Sonoma^  Cal. 


Hbad-Qua&tbss,  10th  Mil.  Depaimbrt, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  November  15dk,  1849. 
CAPTAnr:  The  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  inform  yon  that 
your  lease  of  the  government  reservations  at  San  Francisoo  to  Mr.  J.  B. 
Steinberger,  dated  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Nov.  8d,  1849,  is  not  approved 
by  him,  and  will  therefore  be  annulled. 

Instructions  in  relation  to  the  matter  will  be  sent  you  immediately 
upon  the  return  of  the  commanding  gener^  to  Monterey. 

Very  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ED.  R.  &  CANBY. 

Assi^ant  Adjuiani-OeneroL 
Captain  E.  D.  Kbtbs, 

3d  Artillery,  Commanding,  San  FrandMco,  CaL 


Head-Quarters,  10th  Mil.  Deft., 

Monterey,  CaL,  November  l^tk,  1849. 
CoLOKEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  several 
papers  that  refer  to  the  government  reservations  at  San  IVancisco. 
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The  disposition  to  eaoroaeh  upon  these  resenraCions  was  atiticipated» 
and  the  attention  of  the  war  department  was  eailed  to  the  snbjeot  on 
the  ISth  April  and  again  in  Aagust  last.  Anticipating  the  receipt  of 
definite  instructions  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  these  lands,  I  have 
heretofore  refused  the  numerous 'applications  from  individuals  for  the 
lease  of  them  in  San  Francisco. 

Upon  my  recent  visit  to  that  place,  I  found  that  Captain  E.  D.  Keyes, 
3d  artillery,  had  leased  a  portion  npon  terms  which  I  deemed  exceed- 
inglv  objectionable,  and  although  his  action  in  the  case  was  prompted 
by  ute  great  urgency  of  die  case  and  with  a  view  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  I  have,  as  reported  in  communication  of  yesterday, 
annulled  this  lease. 

The  reservations  at  this  point  were  made  for  **  army,"  **  navy,**  and 
''custom-house,"  and  I  have  accordingly  directed  the  transfer  to  the 
treasury  department  of  90  much  of  this  reservation  as  may  be  required 
for  eustom^iouse  purposes,  and  have  directed  Captain  Keyes,  in  my 
instructions  of  this  date,  to  lease  the  remainder  upon  the  conditions 
expressed  therein  and  memoranda  inclosed  with  it 

I  am  satisfied,  from  information  received  while  at  San  Francisco,  that 
leases  mav  be  made  upon  the  conditions  indicated  in  my  instructions  to 
Captain  Keyes,  and  upon  much  more  favorable  terms  than  are  obtained 
in  the  lease  which  I  have  disapproved,  and  that  unless  the  land  not 
immediately  required  for  government  purposes  be  leased,  much  of  it 
will  eventually  be  lost  to  the  government 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  B.  RILEY, 

(Official  copy.)  Brev.  Brig.  Oen.  U.  S.  A.^  Commanding. 

Ed.  R.  S.  Canbv. 

Lieut  Col.  J.  HooKBR, 

A$8U  Adjt.  Oener€df  SanomUt  CaL    ^ 


HsAD-QuASTSRs,  IOth  Mil.  Dsft., 

Mantereff,  CaL,  Nov.  lethf  1849. 

Captain  :  After  consultation  yesterday  with  the  collector  for  the  dis* 
trict  of  California,  the  commanding  general  was  satisfied  that  the  lot 
reserved  in  your  lease  with  Mr.  Steinberger  will  be  entirely  insufficient 
for  custom-house  purposes  at  San  Francisco.  He  has  accordingly  di* 
rected  the  transfer  to  the  treasury  department,  of  so  much  of  the  reser- 
vation at  that  place  as  may  be  required  for  these  purposes.  In  conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Collier,  a  lot  double  the  size  (or  200  feet  square)  of  that 
reserved  in  the  lease,  was  deemed  the  least  that  would  be  sufficient  for 
the  custom-house  at  San  Francisco,  and  you  are  desired  to  call  upon  the 
collector  and  accompany  him  whenever  he  thinks  proper  to  make  the 
selection.  After  this  selection  is  made,  you  are  directed  to  lease  the  re- 
mainder of  the  government  reservations  at  San  Francisco  to  a  respon- 
sible individual  or  individuals,  upon  the  conditions  expressed  in  the 
enclosed  paper. 

You  will  see  by  these  conditions  that  the  length  of  the  lease  was 
deemed  objectionable,  as  was  also  the  amount  for  which  the^  land  was 
leased.    This  last  consideration,  however,  is  of  subordinate  importance 
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to  that  of  leasing  the  land  to  indirldcmls  who  are  perfectly  responsible, 
and  act  in  good  foith  towards  the  United  States,  but  it  will  be  proper  to 
obtain  as  great  a  consideration  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  fulfilment 
of  the  conditions  above  referred  to. 
The  lease  of  Mr.  Steinberger  is  returned  herewith. 

Very  respectfally»  captain,  your  obedient  servant. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Atsittcmt  Adjutant  OeneraL 

NoTB. — ^Applications  have  been  made  at  different  times  for  the  1  ease 
of  the  government  reservations  by  individuals  or  companies  in  Saa 
Francisco.  They  have  heretofore  been  informed  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  commanding  general  to  lease  any  portion  of  them  until 
Ae  action  of  the  government  at  home  in  relation  thereto  was  made 
known.  So  far  as  is  now  recollected  these  applications  were  from 
Messnrs.  Wright  and  Oo.,  Dewitt  and  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Shillaber,  and  the 
general  thinks  it  proper  that  his  instructions  to  lease  these  lands  should 
be  made  known  to  these  persons,  and  offers  from  them  and  from  other 
individuals  invited.  He  entertains  no  doubt  that  these  lands  may  be 
leased  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the  within  paper,  for  at 
least  94000,  or  95,000  per  annum. 

Very  respectftally, 

ED. Is.  CANBY. 
Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral. 

Head-Quamtsbs,  10th  Mil.  Dett., 

Monterey,  CaL,  Nov.  I7th,  1849. 
Captain  :  Under  authority  given  by  the  secretary  of  war,  the  convicts 
from  several  of  the  imlitary  stations  in  the  northern  part  of  the  depart- 
ment have  been  ordered  to  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  to  be  employed 
under  your  superintendence,  in  the  construction  of  the  battenr  directed 
in  division  orders  No.  5,  current  series.  The  commanders  of  the  posts 
from  which  thes^  convicts  are  sent  will  be  instructed  to  furnish  you 
with  their  descriptive  lists,  clothing  account  and  a  transcript  of  their 
sentences* 

You  are  directed  to  prepare  a  secure  prison  or  guard-room  for  the  re- 
ception of  these  recruits,  and  to  take  such  other  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  to  prevent  their  escape,  and  to  secure  their  constant  employ- 
ment upon  the  public  works. 

iy  direction  of  the  commanding  genera]. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  a  CANBY, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Captain  £.  D.  Ketes, 

3d  Artillery f  Com*dgf  4^.,  San  Francisco^  Cal. 


Head-Quarters,  10th  Mil.  Dbpt., 

Monterey,  Cal.,  Nov.  llth,  1849. 
Major  :  You  communications  of  October  24th,  were  received  at  San 
Francisco  on  the  15th,  and  those  of  November  dd  on  General  Riley's 
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return  to  this  jAtam  yesterday.  Yon  will  see  by  the  enclosed  papers  that 
the  unusoaDy  early  commencement  of  the  rains  has  induced  some 
changes  in  the  disposition  of  your  command,  and  this  communication  is 
now  sent  yon  in  order  that  you  may  continue  your  marc^  without  delay- 
ing at  the  Salinas  plains. 

A  copy  of  special  orders  No.  57  was  sent  to  Major  Seawell  from  San 
Francisco,  in  season  to  meet  Capt  Lovell  at  that  place  ;  Lieut  Wilson's 
instructions  were  sent  direcL 

Very  respectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  OANBY, 
Ma^or  As  S.  Millsb,  Assisicmi  Adjutant  General. 

2d  Infantry  CommandBf  Battalion. 


Head-Quarters,  10th  Miu  Department, 

Monterey f  Cat,  Nov.  22,  1849. 
Major  :  Your  communications  of  the  13th  instant,  reporting  that  you 
had  relieved  Lieut  Sully,  regimental  quartermaster,  2d  infantry,  in  the 
duties  of  A.  C.  S.  and  A.  A.  quartermaster  at  Benicia,  *'  having  revoked 
his  appointment  of  regimental  quartermaster.    The  application  of  Lieut. 
Sully,  for  a  court  of  enquiry,  and  the  accompanying  papers  were  received 
yesterday,  and  have  been  submitted  to  the  commanding  general.  In  rela- 
tion to  first  of  these  papers,  I  am  directed  to  express  the  action  of  the 
commanding  general,  as  follows :   "  Major  Seawell  labors  under  a  mis- 
conception in  supposing  himself  to  be  the  permanent  commander  of  the 
2d  infantry.    The  authority  to  change  the  permanent  commander  of  a 
regiment  as  contemplated  by  par.  99,  general  regulations,  has  not  in  this 
instance  been  given.    The  command  of  the  2d  infantry  was  relinquished 
to  Major  Seawell  on  account  of  the  complication  of  duties  then  devolved 
upon  the  commander  of  the  department,  the  interests  of  the  service  ap- 
pearing at  that  time  to  warrant  this  depiurture  from  the  regulations,  but 
the  resumption  ef  this  command  so  soon  as  relieved  from  civil  duties  has 
been,  and  is  still  contemi^ated.    The  poution  of  adjutant  being  vacant, 
it  was  kept  so,  and  the  ^pointment,  through  courtesy,  and  with  a  view 
to  the  hannony  of  the  service,  left  to  Major  Seawell.    The  same  consi- 
deraticm,  that  is,  the  importance  of  having  the  regimental  staflf  acting  in 
unison  with  the  actual  commander,  would  have  induced  concurrence 
with  any  recommendation  made  by  Major  Seawell  that  was  not  opposed 
by  very  strong  reasons,  but  it  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  removal  of 
laeut.  SuUyr except  in  the  manner  indicated  by  par.  96,  general  regula- 
tions.''   I  am  directed  by  the  oommatwiing  general  to  say  that  this  de* 
cision  will  not  be  regarded  as  the  expression  of  any  opinion  whatever 
mpoQ  Lieut  Sully's  conduot,  but  as  being  necessary  to  place  this  matter 
where  it  should  have  commenced,  by  an  application  to  the  permanent 
commander  of  the  regiment  for  his  removal,  or  for  the  investigation  of 
his  conduct  by  a  general  court  martial,  and  you  are  now  desired  to 
adopt  whichever  of  these  courses  the  interests  of  the  service  may,  in 
your  estimation,  require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant 

ED.  R-  S.  CANBY, 
To  Maj<^  W.  Srawill,  Ant.  Adj.  General 

Conmandidg  fid  hrfanjtrjff  Benicia,  CaL 
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Head-Quabtbr09  KVth  Mil.  DBPA&nnnrTy 

Monteretff  CaLf  November  9lstf  1849. 
Sir  :  Your  application  of  November  19  was  received  last  night,  and 
was  submitted  to  the  Brigadier-General  commanding.  By  his  direction 
I  enclose  through  the  medical  director,  an  extract  from  department  spe- 
cial orders  Na  63,  granting  you  a  leave  of  absence  for  twenty  days,  with 
permission  to  apply  at  division  head-quarters  for  an  extension  of  sixty. 
If,  upon  the  expiration  of  this  leave,  your  application  to  division  head- 
quarters has  not  been  answered,  and  upon  the  expiration  of  the  leave 
granted  from  those  head-quarters,  you  are  still  unable  to  join,  the  re* 
ports  required  by  paragraphs  231  and  243,  general  regulations,  will  be 
made  to  department  head-quarters  as  well  as  to  the  adjutant  general  and 
chief  of  your  corps. 

The  custom  of  the  service  requires  that  an  officer  returning  from  spe- 
cial or  detached  service,  should  report  his  return  to  the  source  of  the 
order,  (in  your  case,  to  department  head-quarters,)  placing  him  upon  that 
duty.  No  such  report  has  been  received  from  you,  and  some  delay  and 
inconvenience  result  from  the  necessity  of  changing  the  detail  made  in 
department  special  ordars  No.  61,  current  series. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED,  R  S.  CANBY, 

AisL  Ad^.  CreneraL 
To  Asst.  Surgeon  H.  S.  Hewitt, 

V.  S.  A.f  BenicixL 


Head-Quabtebs,  Third  Division, 

Benida,  February  fMh,  1850. 
Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  Bennet  Riley, 

Comdg.  lOth  Mil.  Department. 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  the  division  to 
say,  in  answer  to  several  communications  relative  to  the  establishment 
of  posts  in  the  10th  military  department,  that  in  his  report  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  army,  he  has  designated,  as  the  posts  to  be  occupied  by 
troops  in  this  department,  San  Diego,  Monterey,  Presidio  of  San  Fran- 
eiseo,  Benicia  Depot,  post  on  Bear  Creek,  one  on  the  head  waters  of  the 
San  Joaquin  river,  Los  Reges  or  Tulare  Lake,  as  may  be  determined  on 
after  reconnoissance  by  officers,  and  since  the  murders  near  Clear  Lake, 
one  in  that  district.  So  soon  as  means  of  transport  by  water  of  the 
proper  kind  can  be  procured,  and  there  are  troops  to  garrison  it,  one 
will  be  establisned  near  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado. 

The  general  has  never  directed  or  authorized  the  establishment  of 
any  post  at  La  China,  and  none  will  be  occupied  there. 

Before  the  two  companies  of  cavalry  were  merged  into  one,  now 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Davidson,  the  garrisons  of  the  different  posts 
were  arranged  as  follows :  one  company  of  artillery  at  the  Presidio  of 
San  Francisco,  and  one  at  Monterey ;  two  companies  of  infantry  at  San 
Diego,  two  at  Benicia,  two  on  Bear  Creek,  ana  two  on  the  upper  San 
Joaquin,  and  new  two  will  have  to  go  to  the  post  at  Clear  Lake ;  when 
established,  onojof  the  companies  of  cavalry  was  intended  for  San  Diego, 
one  for  the  upper  San  Joaquin,  and  one  for  Bear  Creek. 
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The  pFeramption  now  is  that  a  company  of  cavalry  cannot  be  sta- 
tioned to  advantage  on  Clear  Lake,  the  country  i9  too  broken.  The  post 
0n  the  upper  San  Joaquin  is  not  located.  The  country  must  be  exam- 
ined by  an  officer  sent  for  that  purpose,  and  the  route  for  conveying^ 
supplies  particularly  reconnoitred,  for  if  that  be  very  difficult,  the  ex- 
pense of  the  post  cannot  be  maintained.  The  general  presumes  that  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  high  water  from  the  melting  of  the  snows  in 
May,  that  provisions  and  other  supplies  may  be  transported  by  the  river 
to  s<Mne  point  nearer  the  contemplated  post  than  any  on  the  coast,  and 
that  the  land  transportations  will  thence  be  shorter  and  easier,  as  there 
are  no  ridges  intervening.  Upon  receiving  the  report  with  this  inform- 
ation, the  general  commanding  the  division  will  direct  the  location  of 
the  posts.  In  order  to  be  able  to  do  this,  he  desires  that  a  competent 
<^eer  may  be  sent  to  make  the  examination. 

In  tiie  meantime,  Major  Fitzgerald's  company  of  dragoons  will  remidn 
where  it  is  supposed  to  be,  at  San  Diego,  or  if  it  has  moved  thence,  will 
return  to  that  place,  or  its  neighborhood,  unless  it  be  too  far  removed. 

In  directing,  by  a  late  letter,  that  all  estimates  for  funds  in  the  quar* 
termaster's  department  should  be  submitted  to  division  head-quarters,  it 
was  not  only  intended  to  provide  fi>r  a  fair  distribution  of  funds  between 
the  two  departments  composing  the  division,  but  also  to  enable  the  gen- 
eral to  know  what  expenditure  was  contemplated,  and  what  works 
were  intended,  especially  as  to  the  erection  of  buildings,  chartering  of 
vessels,  and  purchase  of  materials  and  stores.  Arrangements  for  pro- 
viding many  of  these  tilings  were  already  made  by  requisitions  on  the 
United  States,  or  purchase  at  San  Francisco,  and  unless  the  object  of 
the  requisition  from  department  head-quarters  is  fully  explained,  it  can- 
not be  approved,  for  that  object  may  have  already  been  provided  for. 

The  requisition  for  funds  presented  by  Capt.  ^ane  were  without  any 
such  explanations,  and  coulu  not  have  been  admitted  unless  he  had  fur- 
nished a  more  detailed  account  of  the  object  of  expenditure,  but  these 
detailed  explanations  should  come  over  your  signature,  but  that  the 
service  or  individuals  contracting  with  it  should  not  suffer,  the  requisi- 
tions were  approved,  except  for  the  funds  for  purchasing  some  things 
which  can  be  furnished  from  the  division  depot  The  requisition  for 
twenty  wagons  was  not  approved.  .  Captain  Kane  stated  verbally  that 
he  beUeved  they  were  to  enable  Mcgor  Miller's  command  to  move  from 
or  to  San  Miguel.  As  the  post  to  be  occupied  by  Major  Miller's  com- 
mand is  not  yet  determined  on,  and  the  route  to  it  and  for  supplying  it 
not  yet  determined,  it  would  be  useless  to  send  these  wagons  to  Monte- 
rey or  south,  when  the  movement  may  be  by  the  river  Sim  Joaquin. 

The  general  will  feel  strongly  inclined  to  adopt  such  views  as  you 
may  have  deliberatelv  formed  on  anv  such  points,  but  he  must  know 
what  they  are  before  he  can  express  his  concurrence. 

Captain  Kane  informed  him  that  you  had  been  directed,  as  you  told 
him,  to  make  all  your  requisitions  direct  to  Washington.  The  general 
desires  you  will  send  him  a  copy  of  the  order  so  directing  you  to  do. 

The  time  will  soon  be  here  in  which  the  state  of  the  roads  and  waters 
will  permit  the  movement  of  troops,  and  must  immediately  be  taken 
advantage  of  to  chastise  the  Indians  near  Clear  Lake,  who  have  again 
conmiitted  murders  there,  and  those  who  murdered  Captain  Warner. 
The  same  command  may  answer  for  both,  for  the  second  expedition 
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cannot  opeirate  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  until  Jane,  when  the  om^wb  hare 
melted. 

The  conunand  for  Clear  Lake  should  consist  of  at  least  one  himdred 
meny  to  operate  in  two  parties,  and  if  so  many  can  be  assembled,  a  third 
party  should  accompany  wagons  with  supplies  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  scene  of  operations,  so  that  the  first  may  not  be  enoumoered  wiUi 
too  many  pack  mules,  requiring  too  nian^  men  to  guard  them* 

They  should  have  three  boats  or  skifis  ciqpable  of  containing  fifteen 
men  each,  or  the  materials  prepared  f(»r  putting  them  up,  with  oi^bmi 
and  pitch  for  caulking* 

The  general  desires  that  the  commanding  officer  be  instructed  to 
ascertain  positivelv  the  exact  tribe  that  is  guilty,  which,  in  regard  to  the 
murders  at  Clear  Lake,  is  not  difficult,  as  there  are  witnesses  at  hand ; 
to  attack  them  at  once  wherever  he  ffiids  them,  and  to  punue  them  as 
long  as  he  is  able,  without  proposing  or  attempting  any  parley  or  c<mi- 
munication  with  them ;  to  iniSict  such  a  blow  on  them  as  will  intimidate 
them  and  others  and  prevent  like  ofiTences,  and  to  prefer  lett^  indivi- 
duals escape  to  making  them  prisoners;  and  not  on  any  account  to  alio  w 
any  citizens  or  others  who  may  be  present  to  take  any  captives  to  bring 
away  as  prisoners*  This  will  only  be  a  pretence  for  getting  servants 
about  theur  ranches* 

The  quartermaster  at  the  depot  at  Benicia  is  directed  to  fumiiA 
every  thing  in  his  department  necessary,  and  for  the  expedition  to  Pitt 
River  a  large  supply  of  provisions  has  been  s^it  to  the  post  on  Bear 
Creek*    The  fhture  tranquility  of  the  borders  and  security  firom  Indian 

2 agressions  requires  that  the  first  attempt  to  punish  Indian  mtirders 
ould  be  efifectual  and  thorough*   Lenity  now  would  be  the  extreme  <^ 
cruelty  to  both  parties. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  J.  HOOKER, 

AuiHanl  A^^ukmi^GmenL 
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GEI.  SMITES  CORRESPOITOENCE. 


CALIFORNIA. 


1850,  Dec  30,  Bvt  Maj.  Gen.  P.  F.  Smith,  to  Asst.  A^jt  Fmaaian. 

'         '  «  A<iit.  Gen.  JottCNL 

*♦  <k». 

"  Aast  A4jt  Fraemaii, 

"  A4)t.  Gen.  Jones. 

**  Bvt.Brig.Gen.B.Riley. 

"  Asst.  A4)t.  Freeman. 
"  do. 

"  do. 


Jan.     8, 

do. 

"      10, 

do. 

-      IS, 

do. 

"      15, 

do. 

"     28, 

do. 

"      28, 

do. 

Feb.  27, 

do. 

April  1, 

do. 
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Head-Quartsbs,  PACinc  Diyisioir» 
0  Benicia^  December  90th^  1848. 

Bvt.  Lt  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Colonel  :  I  have  just  arrivea  from  Oregon,  and  such  is  the  irregularity 
of  the  mail  communication  with  that  territorv,  that  it  is  only  now  that 
I  have  received  the  conununications  from  the  head-quarters  of  the  army 
since  the  26th  of  June.  As  the  steamer  passes  in  two  hours  for  San 
Francisco,  no  time  remained  for  any  communication  intended  for  the 
Panama  steamer  of  the  Ist  proximo. 

I  will  merely  mention,  that  notwithstanding  the  lamented  death  of 
Captain  Warner,  topographical  engineer,  on  the  reconnoissance  of  a 
route  across  the  Sierra  Nevada,  (he  was  shot  by  Indians  when  nearly 
alone,)  full  success  had  attended  the  enterprise,  and  a  route  for  a  rail-road 
examined  and  found  perfectly  suitable. 

Lieut  Pleasanton,  2d  Dragoons,  on  his  way  from  New  Mexico,  by  the 
Utah  Lake,  passed  by  the  '*  Grrosventre''  pass  in  the  Rocky  mountains^ 
about  latitude  38  N.,  and  represents  that  as  not  only  practicable  for  a 
rail-road,  but  as  scarcelv  requiring  any  work,  the  ascent  and  descent 
being  imperceptible,  ana  the  wa^  made  and  open.  This  crosses  above 
the  Colorado,  and  it  is  now  certain  that  a  **  rail-road  from  the  Mississippi 
to  the  bay  of  San  Francisco  can  be  made  with  less  labor  and  grading 
than  on  any  road  in  the  United  States,  over  a  varied  and  unequal 
surface.** 

I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  the  report  of  Major  Rucker,  of  his  ex- 
pedition to  relieve  the  emigrants,  but  learn  from  the  officers  who  accom- 
panied him  that  it  was  most  providentially  sent.  An  amount  of  misery 
and  death  horrible  to  contemplate  was  prevented  by  the  succor  he 
affofded. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  war  department  to  the  different 
views  entertained  by  Greneral  Riley  and  myself  as  to  the  revenue  collected 
as  duties  or  imposts,  since  the  annexation  of  California  by  treaty.  We 
claim  it  as  belonging  to  the  **  Civil  Fund"  or  treasury  of  CaUfOmia. 

I  think  it  belongs  to  the  general  government  to  dispose  of  as  Congress 
may  determine. 

If  he  be  correct,  the  disbursement  of  it  belongs  to  the  civil  government 
of  the  department,  without  any  control  or  supervision,  and  then  I  can 
be  in  no  way  responsible  for  its  disposition,  as  I  have  **  no  authority  in 
the  civil  government." 

If  I  be  correct,  the  disbursement  belongs  to  General  Riley,  as  military 
chief  of  the  lOth  military  department,  and  it  is  under  my  control  and 
supervision  as  his  military  superior,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  examine  into 
he  amount  and  disposition  of  it 

From  the  position  assumed  by  him  it  follows  that  I  have  no  knowledge 
or  return  ot  the  amount  collected,  or  its  mode  and  objects  of  dk- 
bursements. 

The  general  appeals  in  a  communication  of  3(Hh  August,  and  which  I 
have  only  now  received,  to  the  previous  express  and  tacit  approbation  of 
the  war  department. 

As  his  conununication  with  this  department  in  relation  to  the  civil 
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government  is  direct  tad  never  reaches  me,  I  cannot  know  what  its 
views  are. 

Being  unable  from  want  of  time  to  write  more  fully,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  Lieut.  Shannon  for  more  details. 

By  a  steamer  to  leave  on  the  15th  of  January,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
lay  the  whole  matter  before  the  department.  In  my  report  written  from 
Fort  Vancouver,  I  have  on  the  information  of  an  officer  mistaken  the 
position  of  Steilacolm,  the  post  of  Capt.  Will,  on  Puget's  sound. 

It  is  7  miles  N.  by  E.  from  Misqually  on  the  chart  of  admiralty  inlet 
by  the  exploring  expedition.  A  small  cove  in  about  lat.  47^  II'  N. 
-will  be  seen,  the  post  is  there.  The  steamer  Yeny  in  sight,  I  close  in 
haste« 

I  am,  very  respectfully.  Colonel,  Your  obedient  servant, 
PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 

BrvL  Major  General  CommaTiding, 


Head-Quartebs,  Pacific  Divston, 

Benicia,  Cal.f  January  8M,  1850. 
Brvt.  Major-General  R.  Jones, 

Adiutant  General  U.  8.  Army. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  all  orders,  special 
orders,  and  correspondence  due  from  this  office  up  to  this  date. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 
BvL  Major.  Oenei^al^  Commanding  Division. 


Head-Quarters,  Pacific  Division, 

Benidaj  Cal.^  January  10/A,  1850. 
BvL  Major-General  R.  Jokes, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  S.  Army. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  returns  of  the  di- 
vision for  five  months,  ending  the  31st  October,  1849,  having  received  no 
returns  from  either  department  of  my  command  since  that  date. 

But  for  the  further  delay  it  would  impose  upon  me  in  forwarding  the 
information  which  they  contain,  I  should  send  back  the  returns  of  the 
10th  mil.  department  for  completion,  as  several  detachments  embraced 
in  that  command  have  not  been  included  in  the  body  of  them.  They 
also  contain  some  inaccuracies.  In  such  cases,  the  10th  department  re- 
turns have  been  copied  into  those  of  the  division  without  alteration. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 
Brvt  Major- General  Commanding  Division. 


Head-Quarters,  Pacific  Division, 
Benicia^  January  I2t/h  1850. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman, 

Asst.  Adjt.  General. 
Colonel  :  I  transmit  a  duplicate  of  the  report  sent  by  Lieut  Sherman^ 
and  made  from  Fort  Yancouver.    I  left  that  place  the  latter  jpart  of  No. 
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vember,  went  down  the  Columbia  River  to  tlie  mouths  of  the  Cowlitf 
River,  properly,  Cow-a-litz-ky,  which  I  ascended  against  a  very  rapid 
current  to  the  Cowlitz  farms ;  there  must  be  a  gmdual  aeoent  of  at 
least  400  feet  from  the  Columbia  to  the  ''  {dains/'  which  are  600  feet,  if 
not  more,  above  die  river.  Going  from  the  farms  within  seven  miles* 
you  pass  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  Cowlitz  and  the  Chickalees 
River,  near  "  La  belle  Prairie,*'  3  or  400  feet  higher ;  vou  descend  gradu- 
ally crossing  the  ^  Quiuri  Lous''  and  Lqukuon-chuck,  (^  rapid  water,**) 
branches  of  the  Chickalees-cross,  the  ''  Long  Prairie,"  and  then  the  ridge 
between  the  latter  river  and  the  waters  of  Puget's  Sound-ford,  the  "  Dear 
chutes"  river,  at  the  sheep-farm  of  the  ^  Puget's  Sound  Agricultural 
Company,"  cross  through  open  country,  and  occasional  **  points  of  wood,** 
to  the  Misqually  river,  at  one  of  three  crossings,  acccnrding  to  the  height 
of  the  water,  thence  in  a  nearly  straight  line,  over  gravelly  plains  to 
Steilacoom,  seven  miles  N.  by  E.  from  Fort  Misqually.  The  road  I  tra- 
velled from  the  Cowlitz  to  Steilacoom,  follows  generally  the  foot  of  the 
spurs  from  Mt.  de  Helens  and  the  Mt.  Reiquez,  in  the  Cascade  range, 
and  select  the  open  plains  interspersed  in  the  woods — so  it  is  far  from 
strMght.  I  calculated  its  length  at  73  miles ;  it  is  generally  practicable 
for  a  rail-road,  without  any  rapid  gradients  to  the  river  Columbia.  The 
streams  coming  from  the  mountains  swell  suddenly  in  the  rains  to  great 
height,  and  fall  as  suddenly,  requiring  budges,  for  which  ihey  all  adSbrd 
good  positions.  Timber  is  plenty,  and  though  the  farms  on  the  rout^ 
are  now  neglected  for  the  Cfalifbrnia  mines,  they  would  soon  furnish  pro- 
visions. 

The  soil  from  the  Columbia  river  to  near  the  Lqukum-chuck  is  good, 
gradually  becoming  less  so  as  you  leave  the  Cowlitz-plains ;  from  the 
latter  river  to  tfie  sound  it  becomes  more  and  more  gravelly,  and  only 
the  river  bottoms  fure  worth  cultivating ;  from  Steiacoom,  going  north, 
after,  twenty  miles  the  soil  improves.  The  attitude  of  the  country,  about 
the  dividing  ridges,  gives  it  a  cold  climate ;  we  found  the  ponds  all  fn>> 
zen,  and  the  ground  hard  in  the  diade. 

The  country  between  the  •*  Deschutes"  and  the  sound  is  covered  with 
the  flocks  of  the  Puget's  Sound  Co. ;  they  have  15,000  sheep,  and  six  or 
700  cattle.  The  latter  are  getting  wild  for  want  of  herdsmen.  A  good 
road,  it  is  said,  can  be  made  from  Puget's  Sound  to  Walla- Walla, 
crosses  near  Mt.  Reguier ;  this  would  open  the  northern  road  to  emigra- 
tion, now  nearly  shut  out  from  Oregon,  by  the  difiBculties  of  the  Casi^tde 
range. 

The  position  of  Steilacoom  was  selected  chiefly  because  there  were 
already  buildings  erected  sufficient  to  cover  the  stores.  When  the  sesr 
son  admits,  the  country  will  be  examined,  both  in  relation  to  this  point 
and  the  road  to  Walla-Walla.  A  post  of  two  companies  should  be  es- 
tablished at ''  Budd's  harbor,"  in  '*  New-Dangeness  roads,"  (see  exploring 
expedition  charts,)  on  the  straights  of  Fuca.  As  it  is  desirable  to  have 
the  services  of  the  infantry  now  at  San  Diego — in  the  interior,  I  would 
beg  that  the  force  in  each  department  be  increased  by  two  companies 
of  artillery.  I  carefully  examined  "  Protection  Island,*'  in  front  of  Port 
Discovery.  It  will  certainly  require  fortifications  to  prevent  an  enemjr 
from  occupying  the  harbor  which  it  covers ;  but  it  is  near  two  miles 
from  either  point,  and  they  cannot,  without  other  defences,  be  sufficient 
to  secure  Port  Discovery.    It  is  not  rock  as  I  reported  on  tiie  informatioo 
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of  odien,  but  Mody,  oof«Ml»wldi  toabar  id  the  N.  E*  end.  The  soil 
voold  prodaoe  weU,  but  there  is  no  fresh  water  on  it  It  is  a  good  po- 
sition for  a  Ught-house,  serving  both  for  the  point  of  New  Daageness 
diip,  and  the  entrance  of  Admiralty  Inkt  as  well  as  roads — the  harbor 
otlfort  Disoorery*  I  passed  oat  of  the  Straits  of  Fuca  at  night,  in  a 
fresh  gale,  and  could  not  examine  Ch^  Flattery  or  Neah  Island.  Leav- 
ing Steilacoomt  in  48  hours  we  were  off  the  month  of  Coliunbia  river, 
though  I  spent  a  night  and  part  of  a  day  at  Protection  Island,  vi^le  ves- 
sels that  had  left  Viuncoaver  two  weeks  before  me,  were  still  detained 
at  the  bar,  and  have  not  arrived  here  yet  Steamboats  are  absolutely 
necessary  (or  the  navigation  on  this  coast  The  loss  of  time  in  sailing 
vessels  more  than  compensates  for  their  economy  in  other  recocts. 
They  dare  not  approach  the  coast  to  anchor  during  calms  or  head  winds, 
and  thus  loseone  day  what  they  have  gained  the  preceding  one.  I  most 
earnestly  reoxnmand  that  steamers  be  sent  here.  I  do  not  prmose  to 
increase  the  number  of  ports  in  Gatiibmia  beyond  what  has  already  been 
mentioned,  but  the  garrison  to  be  moved  from  Sonoma  northwaidi  will 
have  to  be  increased  by  two  companies  of  infantry. 

Major  D.  H.  Vinton,  quartermaster,  who  has  been  chief  of  the  depart- 
ment out  here,  returns  home  by  this  steamer  (15th  Janos^)  ;  he  has  all 
my  views  in  relation  to  the  supplies  necessary  £nr  the  division  in  his 
bmnch  of  service ;  and  I  beg  reqpectfUlly  to  refor  to  him  for  information 
on  that  head.  I  put  in  his  possession  a  copy  of  large  requisitions  made 
by  the  commander  of  this  department  on  the  quartermaster's  department 
for  building,  and  stores  for  t£e  establishment  of  ports  not  authorized  or 
fm{Hroved  by  me.  I  do  not  iqinrove  of  any  other  than  those  of  which 
Maj.  Vinton  has  the  note ;  and  I  would  reqpectfulhr  roggest  that  the 
instructions  to  departments  to  communicate  to  heaa-quarters  cqperates 
to  produce  confusion  in  more  things  than  this,  and  that  econcnny  as 
well  as  c^ipline  would  be  better  con«2lted,  if  such  communications 
wore  confined  to  the  returns  and  matters  of  routine. 

As  soon  as  troops  can  move  in  the  spring,  which  will  be  when  the 
rains  shall  have  ceased  long  enough  for  the  ground  to  dnr,  the  Indians 
wlio  killed  Captain  Warner,  and  those  who  conunitted  the  murder  on 
Clear  LaJte  must  be  chastised.    The  murderers  of  the  iiAabitants  of 
Walla- Walla  in  Oregon  are  to  be  pcursaed,  and  these  operations  will 
coat  much  money  from  the  high  prices  here,  and  will  occupy  the  troops, 
so  that  the  necessary  work  in  establidiiag  posts  will  have  to  be  per- 
formed by  citizens,  mechanics,  and  laborers,  at  high  viragos.    From  the 
state  of  affairs  here  and  our  ezperienee  under  iU  it  is  sc^e  to  calculate 
that  eveiy  thing  here  will  cost  at  least  ten  times  what  the  same  would 
coot  in  the  Atlcmiic  States;  appropriations  should  be  naade  according  to 
thiB  ratio,  or  they  will  be  insimcient    In  a  very  hurried  letter  I  sent  as  I 
arrived  here,  I  mentioned  Lieut  Pleasanton's  route  as  crossing  the 
Rocky  Mountains  in  lat  98.    In  referring  to  the  map  it  was  found  to  be 
ia  or  near  40^,  so  there  is  one  UKHre  good  pass  than  I  was  avirare  of,  for 
that  in  88^  is  vreU'  ase^tained.    i/Lajov  Rocker's  report  of  his  expedition 
to  the  relief  of  the  emigrants  vrill  be  read  vrith  much  interest;  it  saved 
the  lives  of  many  families  of  women  and  children.    The  general  vriU 
recognize  in  one  of  the  agents  employed,  (whose  narrative  I  particularly 
recommend  to  his  notice,)  the  energ^c  editor  of  the  newspaper  es- 
tablished in  the  city  of  Mexico  after  4Hir  entry— Peoplis.    His  notice  of  I 
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tlie  self-denying  aotii^  of  Ae  teamsterwand  other  persons  employed  in 
aiding  tlie  sick  and  feeble,  will  give  the  most  nnbonnded  satisfaetioa 
wherever  it  is  read.  I  would  respectfoly  urge  that  the  head-quarters 
of  the  division  be  funushed  with  the  best  and  latest  digest  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  volumes  of  acts  (annual,)  published  since. 
It  is  embarrassing  to  act  in  relation  to  these  laws  when  every  thing  de- 
pends upon  the  phraseolc^  of  a  statute,  a  cc^y  of  in^ch  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  country.  Lieut*  Williamson,  topographical  engineer,  will 
prepare  from  Captain  Warner's  notes  a  report  and  map  of  his  recon- 
noissance,  which  will  require  some ;  time  it  will  be  forwaraed  as  soon  as 
received.  A  road  can  be  made  over  the  Sierra  Nevada  with  a  less 
gradient  than  many  now  in  profitable  use  in  the  United  States.  I 
would  respectfuly  direct  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  portion 
of  the  correspondence  between  myself  and  Gen.  Riley  that  related  to 
the  duties  collected  on  imports,  since  the  promulgation  of  the  treaty  here. 
General  Riley,  it  will  be  seen,  claims  them  as  the  revenue  of  CalUbmia, 
collected  under  his  civic  government  and  to  be  distributed  by  him  as 
civil  governor  without  my  interference  or  control,  and  has  in  pursuance 
of  diis  opinion  made  no  returns  either  of  receipt  or  disbursements,  and  I 
consequently  know  nothing  of  either.  I  say  Congress  have  exclusive 
power  to  collect  duties  and  these  can  only  be  collected  under  color  of  its 
authority  and  to  be  held  subject  to  its  disposition,  that  consequently 
what  has  been  done  by  him,  has  been  done  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
and  of  course  subject  to  my  supervision.  The  consequence  would  be, 
that  this  fund,  (if  he  is  right)  with  the  drafts  on  the  Treasury  cashed  by 
it,  must  now  go  to  the  Treasury  of  the  state  which  replaces  the  previous 
government,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  he  calls  the  payments  made  to  dis* 
bursing  officers  loans  from«  the  civic  fund  of  California.  His  letter  of 
the  SOth  August  rectched  my  head^^juarters  the  18th  of  October,  and  I 
did  not  receive  it,  until  my  return  here  a  few  days  ago.  The  matter  is 
of  no  consequence  for  the  future  as  the  collector  appointed  by  law  is 
now  here,  except  that  the  legislature  now  claim  these  funds  as  belong- 
ing  to  the  state.  I  would  think  it  very  desirable,  consequently,  considering 
the  peculiar  and  embarrassing  state  of  affiurs  here,  and  the  heavy 
expenses  to  be  incurred  before  any  system  of  state  revenue  can  be 
organized,  that  Congress  should  transfer  a  liberal  sum  to  their  aid ;  but 
thk  is  an  act  to  which  Congress  alone  is  competent  I  have  always  ad- 
dressed my  orders  and  instructions  to  the  ^  commanding  officer  of  the 
10th  Department,*^  the  answers  disputing  my  authority  are  from  the 
^executive  department  of  California,^'  thus  evading  the  military  respon- 
sibility of  disobeying  them.  I  having  assumed  no  authority  over  the 
civil  government,  lest  its  legality  should  be  questioned.  I  leam  through 
a  member  of  the  convention  that  Gen.  Riley's  answer  of  80th  August  was 
read  before  that  body  before  it  reached  my  head-quarters*  and  as  the 
acting  secretary  of  state  was  a  member  said  to  be  a  candidate  for  tlie 
U.  S.  Senate,  it  was  certainly  adviseable  that  the  government  of  which 
he  was  the  principal  adviser,  should  appear  as  the  C&ampion  of  Califor- 
nia, against  the  military  tyranny  imposed  on  it*  But  if  his  arguments 
are  sound,  the  legislature  are  now  right  in  acting  on  them.  M^jor  AUen, 
assistant  quartermaster  the  depository  of  the  fund,  has  received  a  letter 
firom  a  committee  of  the  legLuature  assuming  the  right  to  the  fund  and 
asking  information  as  to  its  amount  and  the  aiUhority  under  wluch  it 
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was  collected.  The  resolution  under  which  they  act,  points  to  an  appli- 
cation to  Congress  to  get  possession  of  it  and  does  not  purpose  seizing  it, 
though  it  alleges  their  right  to  do  it  The  money  will  shortfy  be  sill 
disbursed  and  the  fund  will  exis)  in  a  claim  on  the  treasury  until  congress 
act  on  it  I  further  respectfully  represent  to  the  government  the  incon- 
venient operation  of  a  la^  requiring  the  proceeds  of  all  sales  to  go  into 
the  treasurv,  and  not  disposing  of  them  until  further  appropriated,  im 
example  will  show  my  meaning.  If  a  sum  of  tlOyOOO  were  appropri- 
ated, for  the  transportation  of  troops  from  here  to  Oregon,  imd  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  wagons  and  mules  for  the  purpose,  and  from  the 
unexpected  rains  the  road  became  impcussable,  though  these  objects  could 
be  sold  for  double  their  cost,  and  the  troops  conveyed  cheaper  by  water, 
the  appropriation  would  have  been  exhausted  by  the  first  purchase,  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  treasury  to  await  a  new  appropriation. 

The  law  evidently  intended  to  include  the  sales  of  captured  property 
or  that  the  object  of  either  purchase  had  been  achieved,  out  as  now  con- 
structed certainly  requires  amendment.  The  division  returns  cannot 
be  made  complete,  Uiose  of  the  10th  department  are  transcribed  into 
the  divison  returns,  and  deficiencies  must  be  supplied  and  errors  correct- 
ed hereafter.  The  difficulty  of  communication  prevents  punctuality  in 
the  receipts  (^  the  first  returns  at  department  head-quarters.  I  am  in- 
formed by  some  persons  who  have  iron  houses,  that  they  sufier  much 
frmn  the  heat  or  cold  in  them.  Some  are  coming  out,  it  will  be  prudent 
to  await  the  trial  of  these  before  ordering  more.  I  am  about,  if  it  can 
be  done  conveniently,  to  direct  Major  Lee  of  the  commissarv  department 
to  go  to  Uie  Sandwich  Islands  to  make  some  arrangement  ^r  a  small  but 
re^ar  supplv  of  anti-scorbutic  vegetables  and  fruits  for  the  troops  in 
northern  Caliuimia;  there  are  cases  of  scurvy  among  them  and  some 
have  been  fataL 

I  am*  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 
Bvt.  Mqj.  Oen.f  Commanding  the  Dep. 


San  FranciscOf  January  l5fA,  1850. 
Major  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

A€0utant  Oeneral. 

Genbbal  :  I  promised  to  Gol.  Stewart  to  enclose  this  letter  in  my  des* 
patches,  but  he  was  not  in  when  I  was  sealing  them.    I  now  ench>se  it 
The  commodore  and  all  his  family  were  well  this  morning. 
Since  closing  my  despatches,  we  have  learned  that  the  whole  Sacra- 
mento valley  had  been  overflowed  with  a  great  destruction  of  cattle 
and  of  provudons  in  store ;  this  will  cause  much  distress  for  food,  and 
may  require  some  aid  from  government  before  the  year  is  up.    Will  you 
suggest  the  matter  in  the  proper  quarter  in  time  ? 
"With  sincere  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 
Brev.  Major  Qeneral^  Cammamdmf^  Division. 
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Head-QuaetsbS)  PAomc  DinatoNy 

BeniciOf  Januarff2Sdf  1850* 
Brevet  Brig'r.  Gen.  &  Rilby, 

Chmmanding  lOih  Miliktry  Dept 

General  :  The  requisitions  made  by  the  assistant  qnartermaster  at 
Monterey,  on  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  gdivision  for  funds  for  the 
service  of  the  department,  cannot  be  complied  with  in  the  form  in  which 
they  have  come  by  the  steamer  just  arrived.  The  sum  of  tlOO^OOO  has 
been  just  received  by  the  hands  of  Captain  Fnlsom,  with  this  notice  that 
this  remittance  exhausts  the  appropriations  for  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment for  this  fiscal  year,  and  this  sum  must  supply  both  California 
and  Oregon  in  fair  proportions.  Estimates  and  requisitions  in  proper 
form  showing  the  objects  of  expenditure  proposed  must  be  submitted  for 
my  examination,  awl  if  approved  or  so  far  as  they  may  be  approved, 
will  be  met  concurrently  with  those  from  the  other  department. 

I  have  ^ected  and  again  direct,  that  the  money  derived  from  datiei 
shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  depository,  Bvt  Major  Allen,  until  dis- 
posed of  by  Cbngress,  and  no  part  of  it  to  be  paid  imiess  with  my 
approval. 

You  will  therefore  issue  no  orders  or  instructions  in  relation  to  it  St 
much  as  will  cover  the  payment  of  the  leg^l  salaries  of  civil  officers  up 
to  the  period  to  which  are  due,  is  considered  as  having  been  transferred 
to  the  treasury  of  the  civil  government  and  in  the  cause  of  didburs^* 
ments.  Over  the  sum  considered  as  already  disposed  of  I  assume  no 
control. 

Beihg  accidently  at  this  place,  separate  from  my  staff,  I  have  no  c^ 
portunity  of  using  their  services  in  addressing  you. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 

A  true  copy.  BrevH  Major-  General  Commanding  Dtmsion. 

(Signed)  J.  Hooker,  Asst.  Adjt.  Oeneral. 


HEABrQUABTERS,  ThIRD   DiVISION, 

Beniciaf  January  2Slh,  1850. 
Brevet  Lt  Col.  W.  G.  Freeman, 

AsH.  Adj.  Oen.  Head-Quarters  of  the  Army. 

CoLoiTEL :  Since  my  last  communication  by  the  steamer  of  the  Idth 
inst.,  nothing  has  occurred  of  interest.  Captain  Fulsom,  assistant 
quartermaster,  has  arrived  at  San  Francisco  with  $100,000  for  the  service 
of  the  army.    He  is  detained  at  diat  place  by  illness. 

The  expense  of  carrying  coin  from  the  Atlantic  States  h^re  would  be 
avoided  by  the  treasurer  drawing  on  the  collector  here.  The  receipts  at 
ike  custom-house  in  San  Francisco  will  average  nearly  9100,000  a 
ttionth,  as  it  is  very  injurious  to  the  interests  of  commerce,  that  this  «ub 
in  coin,  which  is  compartttively  scarce,  should  remain  hoarded  up  in  the 
i^ron  chests  of  the  custom-house ;  any  inconvenience  to  eoaimeroe  <dieoks 
itsadvance  or  diminishes  the  revenue  from  it. 

Greneral  Riley  recommends  the  examination  of  a  route  to  New^Mexico, 
north  of  the  GUa  route,  by  a  pass  described  in  Lieut  Ord*s  report  of  a 
recoanoissanee  made  of  the  passes  in  the  Cascade  range  in  the  sou^em 
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part  of  the  terrttoy.  Lieut  OrcPs  Infiffm&tion  is  fnMn  tliippers  and 
nnntins,  who,  finim  the  mode  in  which  they  travel*  are  not  very  good 
judges  of  the  capacity  of  the  country  for  rail-roads*  bat  I  have  great  con- 
fidence in  the  soundness  of  his  own  judgment  on  those  questions. 

I  do  not  agree  with  General  Riley  as  to  the  establishment  of  additional 
posts  in  the  southern  portions  of  the  territory  until  ithas  been  thoroughly 
examined*  and  the  force  in  the  department  actually  increased.  If  all 
the  troops  are  scattered  in  garrisons  of  distant  posts,  the  time  and  cost 
necessary  to  assemble  even  a  strong  escort  for  a  reconnoissance*  will  con- 
sume all  that  is  disposable  either  of  time  or  money  before  the  proper 
commencement  of  the  expedition. 

The  position  of  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  is  important  only  as  regards 
immigrantSi  it  covers  no  settlements*  and  can  ooJy  be  supplied  by  water 
unless  at  enormous'  cost  When  the  quartermaster's  aepartment  shall 
have  been  supplied  with  steam  vessels*  the  difficulty  of  communication 
will  not  be  so  great  It  is  true  that  the  point  firom  its  geographical  posi- 
tiim  on  the  boundary*  at  the  junction  of  two  considerable  rivers*  and  near 
thm  entrance  to  the  gulf*  is  of  great  importance — ^but  cannot  its  estab- 
lishment be  deferred*  unless  Oongress  by  appropriating  literally  for  the 
relief  of  emigrants*  shall  enable  the  garrison  there  to  aid  them  with  pro- 
visions and  tranq)ortation  at  San  Diego. 

The  responsibility  of  expending  money  for  the  relief  of  emigrants 
was  assumed  in  the  last  fistll*  because  the  contingency  had  happened  after 
session  of  Congress*  and  the  exigency  could  not  have  been  foreseen  by 
tiiem ;  but  that  body  being  now  advised  of  the  probable  recurrence  of 
this  necessity  every  year  for  some  time*  their  neglect  to  provide  for 
it  must  be  considered  as  leaving  the  case  for  the  action  of  private 
diarity. 

Unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  general-in-chief*  the  posts  to  be 
oocupied  each  by  tlvo  companies  of  infantry  will  be  San  E^ego*  Upper 
San  Joaquin  on  ^ear  Creek*  Upper  Sacramento*  Benicia*  and  one  near 
Clear  Lake*  north  of  Sonoma.  One  company  of  cavalry  will  be  in  the 
south*  and  one  in  tbe  north ;  one  company  of  artillery  at  Monterey*  and 
one  at  the  Presidio*  San  Francisco,  and  tnose  in  O^gon  that  have  been 
indicated  in  my  report  from  Fort  Vancouver. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  mounted  troops  had  not  been  at 
first  assigned  to  California*  where  the  immense  plains  and  bare  hills 
ofier  every  advantage  to  their  action*  and  that  the  foot  had  not  been 
assigned  to  Oregon*  where  the  rocky  hills  and  dense  forests*  passable 
only  by  the  artificial  trails*  are  so  proper  for  the  movements  of  light 
infantj^'. 

The  subject  of  the  entire  insufficiency  of  an  officer's  allowances  to 
meet  his  expenses,  I  must  again  press  on  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment. This  is  not  a  temporary  evil ;  it  increases  daily*  and  is  a  sub- 
stantial reality  that  must  be  met  and  provided  for.  I  do  not  expect  that 
Congress  will  make  any  sufficient  edition  to  an  officer^s  pay ;  they 
probably  will  not  occupy  themselves  with  the  subject  at  all.  1  earnestly 
request  that  the  subject*  ais  far  as  it  is  within  the  control  of  the  execu- 
tive* may  be  acted  on. 

In  the  eastern  states*  public  conveyances  render  horses  for  travellmg 
tmneeessary*  and  in  tiie  western,  forage  can  be  bought  for  less  than  the 
eonuBitotion  aBbwed  finr  it ;  and  to  suit  these  ciroamstances  officers  are 
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confined  to  drawing  forage  in  kind  for  one  or  two  horses.  Here  are  no 
public  conveyancesy  except  from  a  short  distance  from  this  post  by 
water,  and  fifom  the  nature  of  the  country  many  horses  are  required  to 
perform  a  joumeyy  and  for  those  for  which  forage  cannot  be  drawn, 
wliile  an  officer  is  allowed  $8  a  month,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  fn»n  98  to 
$20  a  bushel  for  grain.  He  is  allowed  for  a  servant  from  $12  to  916  a 
month,  he  has  to  pay  •100,  and  for  a  cook  from  9150  to  9200,  and  be 
badly  served.  He  is  allowed  for  transportation  of  baggage  ten  cents  a 
mile,  and  must  pay  at  least  fifty,  sometimes  as  high  as  two  dollars. 

What  I  respectfully  urge  is,  that  these  allowances  be  made  in  kind. 

In  the  acquisition  of  California,  the  country  became  possessed  of 
almost  incredible  sums  of  wealth  if  properly  administered.  The  bur- 
thens which  accompany  these  advanti^es  riiould  be  borne  by  the  coun- 
try  to  which  thev  belong,  and  not  thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  only 
class  which,  by  its  situation,  is  prevented  fit>m  enjoying  any  benefits. 

The  provinons  lying  in  the  store-ship,  and  sent  around  by  Cape  Horn, 
are  reported  by  the  chief  comnussary  to  be  sufiering  greatly  from  the 
pressure  caused  by  their  being  piled  up  so  long  in  the  holds  of  the  ves* 
sels.  I  directed  the  immediate  construction  of  a  second  warehouse  at 
Benicia,  sufBcient  to  contain  them  and  to  allow  of  the  barrels  being 
recoopered.  It  will  be  finished  in  three  weeks,  and  ready  to  receive 
the  provisions  expected. 

The  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  division  in  the  quartermaster's 
department  are  in  the  hands  of  Major  D.  H.  Vinton  of  that  department, 
the  late  chief  of  that  branch  here,  and  who  sailed  on  the  15th  for  the 
United  States.  Estimates  for  the  commissary  and  pay  departments 
have  been  made  to  the  respective  bureaux,  and  will  not  dmer  materially 
from  those  for  troops  in  other  divisions,  but  on  the  appropriations  for  die 
quartermaster's  department  will  depend  the  whole  plan  for  operation  the 
coming  year.  If  they  are  delayed  or  not  availaUe  at  the  proper  seasoot 
from  1st  May  to  1st  August,  before  the  extreme  drouths,  and  then  the 
rains  begin,  great  loss  and  inconvenience  will  be  felt 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 

Bret).  Major  Commanding  Dndiion. 

I  have  been  detained  at  Benicia  by  a  dysentery  which  attad^ed  me  at 
San  Francisco  the  15th,  and  am  separated  from  my  staff*  and  papers. 


Hbao-Qoartbrs,  Third  Division, 

Benicia^  February  27<A,  185a 
Brev.  Lieut  Col.  W.  G.  Fbeemak, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oeneralf  Head-Quarters  of  the  Army. 

GoLoxEL :  Since  my  letter  by  the  last  mail  on  the  18th  instant,  nothing 
of  interest  has  occuired  in  this  division,  except  the  murder  of  three  more 
persons  by  the  Indians  near  Clear  Lake.  As  soon  as  the  season  will 
permit  the  movement,  a  detachment  will  be  sent  to  punish  them.  They 
are  more  numerous  than  was  supposed,  and  can  pppose  with  700  men ; 
we  can  scarcely  assemble  100. 

I  have  disapproved  of  the  establishment  of  a  post  at  La  China,  east- 
ward  from  Los  Angeles,  which  General  Riley  ordered  without  referring 
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to  me.  The  transport  sent  to  oonvey  the  supplies  for  it  was  lost,  having 
been  sent  to  San  Pedro,  where  there  is  no  harbor  or  shelter,  and  the 
prevailing  winds  in  the  winter  on  shore,  the  stores  were  fortunately 
utnded  before  the  vessel  was  wrecked. 

The  troops  intended  by  General  Riley  to  occupy  La  China  are  now 
very  much  out  of  the  way,  and  will  be  so  for  many  weeks. 

By  •*  General  Orders,  No.  67,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  War  Depart- 
ment,**  I  perceive  that  Brevet  Major  Emory,  topographical  engineer,  is 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Riley.  I  presume  from  this  that  a  senior 
oflicer  of  that  corps  is  ordered  to  report  to  the  division  head-quarters, 
where  Lieut  Williamson  is  now  on  duty,  an  excellent  young  officer,  but 
junior  to  all  others  of  the  corps  in  the  division. 

Returns,  as  far  as  they  can  be  obtained  complete,  will  be  forwarded 
by  this  mail.  Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 

Brev.  Maj.  General  Comdg.  Division. 


Head-Quarters,  Third  Division, 
San  Francisco^  April  J,  1850. 
Brvt.  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adj.  Oen.  U.  &  A. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  orders  No. 
4,  establishing  the  commutation  of  quarters  in  the  division  at  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  month  for  room.  Up  to  this  date,  the  rate  had  been 
fixed  at  fifteen  dollars,  that  being  the  maximnm  allowance  in  the  At- 
lantic states. 

Rents  have  been,  and  contini^e  to  be,  exorbitant  in  this  country.  As 
prices  now  are,  the  authorized  allowance  will  only  allow  an  officer 
who  may  be  entitled  to  two  or  three  rooms,  to  provide  himself  with 
one  suitable  to  occupy,  for  assignable  rooms  cannot  be  rented  for  less 
than  two  or  three  times  the  present  rate  of  commutation.  After  a  foil 
examination  of  the  subject,  I  have  thought  it  but  justice  to  the  officers, 
whose  duties  require  Uiem  to  live  in  rented  quarters,  to  place  in  dieir 
hands  the  means  of  providing  themselves  with  one  or  more  rooms  in 
Ueu  of  those  allowed  them  by  regulations.  I  trust  that  die  order  may 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

PERSIFER  F.  SMITH, 
BrvL  Maj.  Oen.^  Commanding  the  Department. 


Orders  No.  4.  HBAD-QaARTERs,TmmD  Division, 

San  Francuco.  April  1, 1850. 

Until  further  orders  are  received,  the  monthly  commutation  for  quar- 
ters in  the  division  is  established  at  twenty-five  dollars  for  room,  from 
and  after  this  date.  Fuel  will  continue  to  be  commuted  at  the  rates 
fixed  by  the  quartermaster's  department. 

By  order  of  Mig.  Gen.  Smith. 

J.  HOOKER, 
Assistant  Ac^utant  OeneraL 
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Saummktu  OiiffStfL  l#k,  1840. 
Sib  :  From  infomiatioi]  received  last  evening  from  Mr.  Craig,  an  emi- 
grant, who  had  just  arrived  by  the  northern  or  Lassen  route,  I  have 
decided  to  send  a  portion  of  the  supplies  in  that  direction,  and  have  se- 
lected yon  to  proceed  to  Lassen's  rancho  to  procure  about  25  head  of 
fat  beef  cattle,  and  a  few  pack  mutes ;  you  will  also  hire  six  or  seven 
good  men  to  drive  the  mules,  cattle,  ^o.  The  cattle,  as  well  as  any 
oilier  provisions  you  may  get,  will  be  issued  to  any  of  the  emigrants 
who  may  be  actually  in  want,  and  any  animals  you  may  have,  will  be 
loaned  to  assist  them ;  special  care  nrast  be  ^served  m  ascertaining 
that  those  to  whom  assistance  is  rendered  are  actually  in  want  It  is 
necessary  that  receipts  should  be  taken  from  the  heads  of  fSetmilies  for 
proivisioBs  or  animals  fhmished  them,  the  animals  to  be  turned  into 
Messrs.  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co.,  at  this  place. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  party  should  proceed  to  the  extreme  point  on 
theiroad  V7h&te  emigrants  are  to  be  met,  as  those  in  rear  will  probably 
need  the  assistance,  and  you  must  not  issue  anything  until  you  are  sa- 
tisfied of  the  extent  of  the  emigration,  and  where  the  rear  wagons  are. 
If  I  find  that  there  are  more  persons  on  that  road  than  are  now  reported, 
I  will  send  out  a  farther  supply,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  furnish  those 
who  may  be  nearer  in. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 
(Signed)  D.  H.  RUCKER, 

Brvt.  Maj.  1st  Dragoons. 
JoflK  H.  Peoplib. 
A  true  copy. 

D*  H.  rtncKER. 

Brvt.  Maj.  U.  8.  A^ 


Sacramenio  Cify,  Cd.,  September  16, 1849^ 
Dear  Sni :  I  wish  you  to  leave  here  to-morrow,  and  keep  a  day  or 
two  ahead  of  the  pack-train,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Chandler,  going  out  to 
meet  the  emigrants  on  your  arrival  at  Nye  and  Posterns  rancho,  which 
is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guba  river,  on  or  near  your  direct  route.  Please 
inform  them  that  Mr.  Ghaudler^i  party  is  approaching,  that  they  may 
have  40  head  of  the  cattle  I  purchased  of  them  in  readiness.  Tiy  and 
learn  as  near  as  possible  the  day  that  Mr.  Chandler  will  be  two  days 
march  (about  TO  or  80  miles)  in  advance  of  Nye  rancho,  which  is  t^ 
point  at  which  they  were  to  deliver  the  cattle.  I  wish  you  to  go>  if 
possible,  to  the  rear  of  the  emigration  on  the  Truckey  route,  and  ascer 
tain  at  which  point,  and  how  the  greatest  assistance  can  be  rendered  to 
the  emigrants.    Send  back  to  Mr.  Chandler,  and  direct  him  accordingly- 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  «.  RUCKER. 

BrvU  Maj.  let  DragoaM* 
Oapt.  KiLBimN,  Present 
A  true  copy. 

D.  H.  RlJCKEB, 

Brvt.  Maj^  v.  S.  A. 
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Sacramento  City,  Calf  September  18, 1840. 

Dbas  Sie  :  I  wish  you  to  proceed  with  your  party  of  pack-mules  on  the 
Bear  River,  or  Truckey  route,  until  you  have  passed  the  emigrants  on 
their  way  to  this  country.  On  the  road  you  will  issue  provisions  and 
loan  mules  to  all  whom  you  think  are  in  need  of  assistance,  taking  care 
to  take  receipts  from  the  heads  of  families  for  the  same,  the  receipt  for 
the  animals  to  state  that  they  are  to  be  turned  over  to  Messrs.  Smith, 
Bensley  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  person  or 
persons  borrowing  them,  to  that  place  or  its  vicinity. 

You  will  please  keep  a  journal  of  all  the  trains  of  emigrants  you  may 
assist,  mentioning  the  conductor's  name,  &c.  In  a  few  days'  journey 
from  this  place,  you  will  have  turned  over  to  you  by  Messrs.  Nye  and 
Foster^  forty  head  of  beef  cattle,  which  you  will  have  driven  with  your 
party,  and  issued  to  the  emigrants  as  their  necessities  may  require,  ta- 
king receipts  for  the  same,  which  should  state  their  weight  as  near  as 
possible. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  being  to  relieve  alL  emigrants  who  may 
be  in  want,  you  must  use  a  sound  mscretion  in  the  distribution  of  your 
animals  and  provisions,  so  that  all  may  be  assisted  as  equally  as  possible 
to  the  utmost  of  your  power. 

In  returning,  should  it  become  necessary  to  assist  families  or  sick  persons, 
you  will  dismount  your  men,  and  give  their  animals  for  that  purpose, 
directing  the  men  to  move  with  such  wctgons  of  destitute  families,  or 
sick  persons,  and  assist  them  on  their  way  in. 

Great  care  should  be  taken  of  the  cattle  and  mules  at  night,  so  that, 
they  do  not  escape,  else  the  object  of  the  expedition  might  be  defeated. 
I  have  sent  Capt.  Kilbum  a  few  days  in  advance  of  you — ^please  obey  any 
directions  he  may  send  back  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  H.  RUCKER, 

Brvt.  Maj.  1st  Ihagoons. 
Mr.  John  Chakdlbb, 

A  true  copy.  • 

D.  H.  KUCKBB, 

Brvt.  Maj^  U.  &  A. 


Sacramento  City^  September  20<A,  1849. 

Sm :  Owing  to  the  bad  success  of  your  pack  train  in  its  start  frrai 
this  place,  I  have  added  to  it  four  wagons,  which  you  can  take  with  it 
to  the  mountains,  where  you  may  leave  them,  i(  they  ccumot  be  got  over» 
and  pack  your  provisions  to  the  end  of  your  route. 

You  now  have  in  your  train  four  wagons  and  teams,  109  pack  nrales, 
12  horses,  93  sAcks  hard  bread  (3470  lbs.,)  20  sacks  pork  (2,000  lbs.,)  four 
sacks  flour  (3()2  lbs.,)  two  sacks  rice  (160  lbs.,)  92  sacks  barley  (about  175 
bushels). 

All  this  independent  of  40  days'  rations  for  your  partv,  forty  head  of 

cattle  will  join  you  at  Nye  and  Foster's  rancho.  I  trust  that  the  number 

of  mules  that  have  already  strayed  from  your  party  will  show  you  the 

necessity  of  keeping  a  safe  guard  at  night,  ana  during  your  baits  in  tbt 

S.  Doc  Ko.  fi3---7 
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day.    In  my  letter  of  a  day  or  two  since,  you  will  find  your  detailed  in- 
^tractions, 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D,  H.  RUCKER. 

Mr.  John  Chandler, 
In  charge  of  teams  and  pack  mules^ 
"'     '  *"  ri,  Saci 


A  true  copy. 
D.  H.  Ru( 


Camp,  South  Fork,  Sacramento. 
ucKER,  Bvt.  Maj.,  U.  S.  A. 


Sacramento  City,  September  20tA,  1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  determined  to  send  on  your  route,  within  the  next  two  or 
three  days,  about  30  pair  of  work  oxen,  and  some  loose  mules. 

They  will  be  under  your  direction,  and  you  can  send  back  any  instruc- 
tions and  dispose  of  them  as  you  may  think  best  for  the  benefit  of  the 
emigrants. 

I  will  direct  the  person  in  charge  of  them  accordingly.  They  will 
leave  here  day  after  to-morrow.  Please  show  this  to  Capt.  Kilbum  im- 
mediately on  your  meeting  with  him. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 

Brvt.  Maj.,  U.  8.  Arm^ 
John  Chandler,  Esq., 
In  charge  of  mule  train  on  route  over  the  mountains. 
A  true  copy. 
Fred.  Steele, 
Brvt.  CapU,  2d  Inf. 


Sacramento  City,  Cal,  Sept.  25^  1849. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  from  Nye  and  Foster's  rancho  reached  me  to-day. 
I  cannot  conceive  why  the  beef -cattle  were  not  taken.  I  furnished  Mr. 
Chandler  with  six  men  mounted  on  fine  horses,  expressly  to  drive  theqx. 
They  were  of  importance  to  the  party,  and  the  object  for  which  th^ 
were  got  up,  and  if  any  accident  occurred  which  prevented  their  de- 
livery at  once,  the  party  should  have  waited  a  day  in  order  to  get  thenu 
Mr.  Chandler  cannot  say  that  he  had  not  enough  of  men,  for  on  his  ar- 
rival at  the  mountains^  when  he  will  leave  his  four  wagons,  he  would 
then  have  the  four  teamsters  to  assist  in  packing.  I  regret  that  you  did 
not  direct  him  to  halt  and  wait  for  these  animals,  and  Hot  to  have  cal- 
culated on  the  oxen  I  was  sending  in  your  rear.  I  simply  intended  them 
to  assist  the  emigrants  in  crossing  their  wagons  over  the  mountains, 
'^and  not  as  beef.  I  trust  that  nothing  may  occur  on  the  balance  of  your 
route  that  will  prevent  the  rest  of  my  arrangements  towards,  fulfilling 
the  object  of  the  expedition,  and  the  wishes  of  General  Smith  from  being 
;carried  into  efiect.    CoL  Foreman  will  follow  you  with  the  work  oxen 
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and  some  pack  mules,  and  is  instructed  to  obey  any  orders  you  may  send 
back  to  him  relative  to  the  distribution  of  his  animals. 
Please  show  this  to  Mr.  Chandler. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  H.  RUCKER, 

Bvt.  Maj.,  1st  Dragoons. 
Captain  Ejlbubk, 

Charge  of  parties^  Truckey  route. 
A  true  copy. 
Frep  Steele, 
Bvt.  Capt.,2dlnf. 


Sacramento  City^  September  26^,  1849. 

Sir  :  I  wish  you  to  proceed  with  your  party  of  mules  and  work  oxen^ 
for  the  relief  of  the  emigrants,  on  the  Bear  Creek  or  Truckey  route. 

Mr.  John  Chandler  has  preceded  you  on  this  road  by  some  days,  and 
I  have  informed  him  that  the  party  of  which  you  have  charge  would  , 
follow.  You  will  therefore  please  fill  any  orders  he  may  give  to  emi- 
grants on  you,  for  oxen  or  mmes.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Captain 
Kilbum,  whom  I  sent  ahead  of  Mr.  Chandler,  stating  that  he  did  not 
take  with  him  the  beef  cattle  I  purchased  of  Messrs.  Nye  and  Foster. 
Should  he  not  have  sent  bkck  for  them,  and  it  becomes  necessary  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  emigrant^,  you  can  kill  for  beef  some  of  your  oxen, 
which  have  been  purchased  with  that  view.  I  had  intended  these  oxen 
to  assist  through  the  mountains  any  emigrants,  particularly  the  families 
who  might  have  lost  their  teams  by  death  or  otherwise  ;  but  as  I  have 
before  stated,  should  it  become  necessary  you  can  kill  and  issue  them  as 
beef.  I  wish  you  to  proceed  on  the  route,  until  you  ascertain  that  there 
are  no  more  emigrants  on  the  route,  being  always  careful  to  husband 
your  means,  so  as  to  be  able  to  assist  to  your  utmost  any  that  may  be  in 
the  extreme  rear.  When  you  find  families  or  sick  persons,  you  must 
assist  them  if  you  are  obliged  to  dismount  your  men  for  that  purpose, 
and  if  necessary  leave  a  man  or  two  with  them  to  assist  any  sick  per- 
sons or  distressed  families.  Please  mention  to  all  emigrants  you  may 
meet  the  object  of  your  expedition  and  its  charitable  character. 

You  will  please  take  receipts  for  all  animals  you  may  leave,  the  re- 
ceipt stating  that  they  are  to  be  turned  over  to  Messrs.  Smith,  Ben Jley 
&  Co.  of  this  place,  immediately  on  their  arrival  at  or  near  this  town. 

Keep  a  record  of  the  names  of  all  persons  you  may  assist,  stating  to 
what  trains  or  party  they  belong,  and  the  conductor's  nc^me.  You  have 
full  rations  for  40  days  for  your  men,  and  have  in  your  charge  one  horse, 
30  1-2  yoke  of  oxen,  and  twenty-two  pack  mules. 

I  am,  sir,  respectuilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  H.  RUCKER. 

Brvt.  Maj.,  1st  Dragoons. 
Colonel  Foreman, 

In  charge  of  ox  train^for  the  relief  of  emigrants. 

P.  S. — Should  you  not  use  the  whole  of  the  barley  you  haw  this  sid% 
of  the  mountains,  make  a  depot  and  leave  it  with  your  wagon.    Yo& 
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can  use  it  on  yonr  retnniy  or  inform  the  emigrants  were  it  is,  that  it  may 
be  issued  to  them.  Yours,  &c., 

(Signed)  D.  H.  R. 

A  true  copy. 

Fred.  Stbblb,  Brvt  Capt.,2d InfaiUry. 


Camp  near  Lassen^  October  ith^  1849. 
Gentlemen  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.  by  Dr.  Strallon.  I 
think  Col.  March  or  yourselves  had  better  purchase  about  forty  mules, 
if  good  ones  can  be  had,  and  send  them  on  the  Carson  river  route.  It 
may  be  that  you  can  get  oxen  that  may  answer,  but  they  should  be  fat 
and  fit  to  travel  fast  and  long.  I  would  like  you  to  get  the  party  off  as 
soon  as  possible  ;  it  must  go  in  two  days  after  the  receipt  of  this,  or  it 
may  be  too  late.  Send,  if  you  can,  about  ten  pair  of  oxen  and  thirty 
mules,  with  some  grain,  but  not  more  than  can  be  used,  as  I  think  it 
will  be  difficult  to  get  much  on  the  mountains. 

The  expedition  must  be  gotten  up  with  care  as  to  expense,  or  I  will 
*  overrun  my  means,  and  get  into  difficulty. 

Send  Mr.  Harris  in  charge  of  it,  by  all  means.    I  think  he  will  not 
fecreiire  many  men. 

Be  careful,  by  all  means,  and  get  fat  animals,  or  else  they  will  be 

useless.    Since  I  have  received'  Capt  Kilbum's  letter,  I  regret  that  I  did 

not  send  Col.  Foreman's  party,  with  the  oxen,  on  the  Carson  river  route. 

Please  get  a  party  of  a  few  men  and  SQme  good  animals  off  to  the 

assistance  of  the  people  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
SBirrH,  Benbleic  <fc  Co.,  Brev.  Major  U.  S.  Dragoom. 

Sacramento  City^  CdU 
(A  true  copy.) 

Fred.  Steele,  Bret).  Capt.  2d  Infantry. 


Sacramento  City,  October  101*,  1849. 

R.  W.  Hunt,  Esa. :  Having  entire  confidence  in  your  ability  and  fidel- 
ity, we  give  into  your  charge  a  train  of  pack-mules  and  wagons,  to 
relieve  Sie  suffering  emigrants  to  California,  now  coming  in  by  the 
Carson  river  route. 

You  will  proceed  with  the  wagons  as  far  as  practicable,  and  thence 
hasten  with  your  packs  to  the  scene  of  distress.  As  accounts  are  so 
fluctuating,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  at  this  point  information  sufficiently 
reliable  to  justify  minute  and  positive  instructions.  Much,  therefore,  is 
left  to  your  discretion  ;  you  will  be  governed  in  everything  you  do  by 
the  motive  of  making  the  most  of  die  means  in  your  hands,  to  reach 
the  object  of  your  expedition.  When  you  meet  the  emigrants,  as  your 
means  are  limited,  you  should  be  careful  not  to  exhaust  them  by  giving 
relief  to  those  not  in  absolute  want  of  it. 

You  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  disposition  of  the  property  con- 
fided to  you.  You  should  therefore  take  receipts  from  those  you  aid  for 
everything  you  turn  over  to  them,  so  that  you  will  be  able  on  your 
return  to  account  for  your  expenditures. 
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Tou  will  codperate  with  the  three  trains  that  have  preceded  yon 
under  the  respective  directions  of  Messrs.  Kilborn,  Chandler,  and  Fore* 
man,  who  started  from  here  with  the  same  object  by  difierent  routes ; 
but,  as  it  is  understood,  have  changed  their  course  to  the  route  by 
Carson  river. 

Brevet  Msgor  D.  H.  Rucker  is  commander-in-chief,  and  all  instruc- 
tions received  from  other  sources  will  be  subject  to  those  you  may 
chance  to  receive  from  him. 

It  is  hoped  that  no  time  will  be  lost  on  the  march ;  one  day  gained 
may  be  the  salvation  of  many  lives. 

We  hope  to  hear  from  you  by  every  opportunity  that  offers ;  and  if 
of  anything  sufficient  importance  occurs,  you  may  despatch  an  express 
to  us.  Respectfully,  &c., 

SMITH,  BENSLEY  &  CO. 

Capt  HuHT, 

In  charge  of  party  on  Carson  river  route. 


Camp  on  the  Feather  river,  October  26tft,  184t. 

Dear  Snt :  I  received  your  note  of  the  22d  inst.  to-day.  I  was  not 
surprised  at  hearing  that  the  rear  train  of  emigrants  had  lost  their 
cattle.  Thejr  are  generally  so  careless,  and  their  guard  so  inactive* 
that  I  think  it  strange  the  Tndians  do  not  steal  all  they  have. 

I  think  your  plans  of  putting  the  families  in  your  wagons,  and  pack 
ing  the  provisions,  a  good  one.  Hasten  them  on  as  fast  as  possible,  but 
be  sure,  by  all  means,  to  bring  up  the  rear,  for  it  would  not  do  to  leave 
any  behind.  I  have  been  obliged  to  loan  almost  all  my  animals  to 
enable  the  families  to  leave  this  place,  their  cattle  being  so  far  gone 
that  they  could  not  get  over  the  hills  without  my  assistance. 

I  start  to-morrow  morning  for  Sacramento  city,  and  have  left  behind 
me  at  this  place  two  wagons,  eight  mules,  and  two  horses  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Rogers,  with  five  men.  I  had  determined  to  leave  one  of  the  wag 
ons.  You  can  have  the  other  if  necessary,  or  use  it  with  the  mules  to 
take  the  families  or  sick  persons  to  the  settlements.  Mr.  Rogers  will 
inform  you  what  disposition  I  directed  the  emigrants  to  make  of  the 
animals  loaned  them.  Do  not  loan  any  animals  to  go  farther  than 
Lawson's,  but  see  that  all  the  women  and  children  have  the  means  of 
riding  that  far,  if  you  are  obliged  to  make  your  men  walk.  There  the 
emigrants  are  safe,  and  I  must  have  all  the  animals  at  Sacramento  city 
as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  settle  my  accounts. 

When  you  arrive  at  Lawson's,  see  Mr.  Davis  yourself,  about  the  ani* 
mals  left  in  his  charge,  and  pay  him  what  you  think  right 

You  had  better  start  your  party  on  at  once,  leaving  behind  Mr.  Sea^ 
ton,  who  is  now  here,  with  five  or  six  of  your  best  oxen,  to  collect  and 
bring  all  the  animals  together  with  the  wagons  at  Davis. 

My  health  is  somewhat  improved,  though  I  have  as  yet  by  no  means 
recovered  my  former  strength.  I  shall  expect  to  see  you  at  bacramento 
by  the  90th  of  November,  at  farthest.  Respectfully, 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 

Mr.  Peoflbs,  Brev.  Major  Ut  Dragoons. 

In  Charge  of  advance  partj/t  Northern  route. 
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For  the  information  of  all  emigrants  on  the  Lawson^s  or  Northern  roiOe. 

Camp  on  ike  left  branch  of  Feather  river^  Oct.  18, 1849. 

The  undersigned  is  on  this  road  with  provii^ons  for  the  relief  of  all 
emigrants  who  may  be  in  a  starving  condition.  These  supplies  have 
been  forwarded  by  order  of  General  Persifer  Smith,  the  military  com- 
mandant of  this  country,  to  be  furnished  only  to  those  who  are  in  a 
destitute  state.  I  have  a  few  beef-cattle,  (some  thirty  head,)  some  hard 
bread,  flour,  pork^  and  a  little  rice. 

The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Hicks,  has  passed  over  the  whole  of  the  route 
to  Lassen's,  in  the  valley  of  the  Sacramento,  and  will  give  any  inform- 
ation to  the  emigrants  that  is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  their 
stock  or  their  speedy  progress.  I  would  advise  all  families  who  may 
be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  or  whose  teams  are  not  in  fine 
condition  to  throw  away  all  heavy  articles  that  they  can  possibly  do 
without,  and  push  on  to  Feather  river  valley,  where  there  is  plenty  of 
grass,  and  to  remain  there  one  or  two  days  to  recruit  their  animals,  also 
to  cut  grass  sufficient  to  last  their  stock  from  Deer  Creek  valley  to 
Lassen's,  which  is  about  fifty-three  miles,  over  a  very  hilly  and  rocky 
country,  without  a  blade  of  grass  for  the  whole  distance. 

I  believe  that  it  is  important  that  all  the  families  should  move  on  to 
the  utmost  of  their  abilities,  as  the  season  is  far  advanced,  and  the  daop 
ger  of  being  caught  in  the  tmow  in  these  hills  by  no  means  slight  For 
that  reason  I  have  advised  that  those  who  aFs  iar  in  the  rear,  and  have 
light  teams,  to  throw  away  all  heavy  and  useless  property ;  to  keep 
oidy  their  provisions  and  actual  necessities. 

The  distance  from  Feather  river  valley  to  the  valley  of  Deer  Creek, 
is  about  fifteen  to  twenty  miles.    In  Deer  Creek  valley  there  was  grass 
sufficient  for  the  stock  to  eat  during  the  night,  but  not  of  sufficient  length 
to  cut  for  hay :  hence,  the  necessity  of  cutting  on  Feather  River. 
Respectfully,  D.  H.  RUCKER, 

Brvt.  Maj.  1st  Dragoons. 

Camp  near  Pitt  Biver  Valley,  Oct.  20th,  1849. 

Sot :  From  information  elicited  from  various  packers  yesterday,  ^t- 
roborating  previously  received  intelligence  from  the  rear,  whose  where- 
abouts is  now  settled  beyond  question,  I  shall  return  to  Feather  river 
valley  this  morning,  taking  with  me  a  small  portion  of  the  supplies  now 
on  hand.  My  health  is  such  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  I  would  be  able 
to  continue  on  horseback ;  and  as  it  is  necessary  for  one  of  us  to  return 
with  the  supplies,  I  have  directed  you  to  take  command  of  the  party,  and 
proceed  on  with  all  dispatch  till  you  reach  the  rear,  when  you  will  use 
every  exertion  to  bring  the  emigrants  into  the  settlements. 

Admonish  them  of  the  lateness  of  the  season,  and  the  great  probability 
of  a  snow  storm,  and  urge  them  to  throw  away  every  thing  of  any 
weight  that  may  not  be  absolutely  necessary  on  the  road. 

And  if  I  find  it  necessary  to  leave  the  valley  of  Feather  river  before 
you  return  there  with  the  party,  I  will  leave  at  the  depot  a  sufficiency 
of  provisions  to  last  your  party  in. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D-  H.  RUCKER, 

JoHK  H.  Peoples.  Brvt.  Ma}.  U.  S.  ,Army> 
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Dmn^  JSancho,  Cdl.\  Novenibet  12, 1649. 

Snt :  You  will  take  the  best  of  the  mnles  from  the  carral  this  morning, 
pack  up6n  them  about  400  pounds  of  flour,  300  pounds  of  pork,  and 
about  20  bushels  of  wheat,  to  feed  the  mules ;  you  will  also  take  as 
many  yoke  of  work-cattle  as  Mr.  Davis  can  furnish  up  to  the  hour  of 
your  starting.  If  the  number  of  cattle  will  suffice,  you  will  bring  in  the 
three  wagons  left  at  our  camp  near  Deer  Greek  valley,  and  such  weak 
and  infirm  persons  as  you  can  get  into  them.  But  if  you  have  only 
enough  cattle  to  bring  in  the  wagons,  you  will  discriminate,  and  put  in 
those  wagons  such  persons  only,  as  in  your  judgment  cannot  proceed  on 
foot  or  on  mule^back. 

To  persons  this  side  of  out  wagons,  vou  will  not  furnish  any  provi- 
sions, but  reserve  all  till  you  get  up  to  the  families  in  the  wagons.  To 
Mr.  Moody  and  family  yoo  will  rurnish  thiee  mules ;  to  McCourtney 
family  2,  and  to  Mrs.  WUt  one  mule. 

On  arriving  at  our  back  wagons,  you  will  be  particular  to  notice  thttt 
BO  woman  or  child  who  can  walk  will  get  into  the  wagmis.  Issue  out 
the  provisions  sparingly  to  ali,  and  remepiber  that  persons  can  live  on 
half-rations  for  fift^n  or  twenty  days.  Urge  the  emigration  by  aU 
means  in  your  power  to  hurry  in,  and  admonish  them  that  our  means 
are  exhausted,  and  that  unless  another  appropriation  is  made,  there  can 
be  no  further  relief  fVom  us.  If  you  find  the  road  bad,  as  we  found  it 
coming  in,  advise  all  to  abandon  their  wagons,  unless  they  have  a  suffi- 
ciency  of  provisions  to  remain  in  the  oaks  for  a  long  time. 

If,  on  arrival  at  our  wagons,  you  find  that  Mrs.  Fink  is  near  there,  and 
in  the  rear,  you  will,  after  dispatching  the  wagons,  take  two  or  three 
of  your  mules,  and  tender  that  lady  what  assistance  may  be  in  your 
power.  This  is  a  matter  in  which  I  will  leave  particulars  optional  with 
yourself,  believing  that  you  will  render  that  lady  all  assistance  in  your 
power. 

Issue  and  charge  the  rations  you  take  out  to  those  who  receive  them. 
I  will  join  you  in  two  or  three  days  on  the  road,  and  render  you  such  as- 
sistance as  is  in  my  power. 

Bespectftilly, 
(Signed)  JOHN  H.  PEOPLES. 

Ms.  £•  H.  Tonn. 


Sacramento  City^  November  I2th^  1649. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  in  company  with  Mr.  Rogers,  to  join  Mr.  John 
H.  Peoples,  at  Lawson's  Raacho,  without  delay,  and  deliver  to  him  tiie 
package  herewith  entrusted  to  you*  You  will  endeavor  to  purchase  at 
the  Rwchot  on  Bute  Creek,  some  six  or  eight  yoke  of  fat  work  oxen, 
which  are  in  that  neighborhood.  They  Were  offered  to  me,  on  nq^  re- 
turn to  this  place,  at  9226  per  yoke ;  and,  it  is  presumed,  can  still  be  had 
at  that  price.  Do  not  let  this,  under  any  circumstances,  detain  you 
more  than  one  daj^  as  it  is  important  that  you  join  Mr.  Peoples  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

When  you  arrive  at  "  Lawson's  Rancho,"  I  wi^  you  to  assist  Mr 
Peoples  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  to  carry  out  the  object  of  relieving 
the  destitute  emigrants  in  that  direction. 
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The  strtcteitt  MOiio&iy  mittt  be  naed  in  the  expenditures  of  pnblic 
money. 

If  Mr.  Peoples  should  at  any  time  be  too  siek  to  discharge  his  duty, 
he  is  instructed  to  turn  over  to  you  the  charge  of  the  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.H.RUCKER, 

Bl  Maj.  Ui  DragB. 
£•  C.  Ohadwick,  Esq.,  Present. 


Sacramento  City^  Cal.,  November  13^&,  1849. 

Sib:  I  received  your  letter  of  9th  instant,  by  hands  of  Mr.  Rogenh 
and  was  sorry  to  learn  yon  had  such  bad  snccess  with  the  rear  of  the 
emigration.  I  had  just  engaged  an  expnn  to  smd  yon  wh^  Mr. 
Rodgert  arrived. 

I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  you  did  not  buy  animals^  and  act  at 
onee  without  waitmg  to  hear  from  me ;  I  think  I  should  have  done  so  in 
tnoh  an  emergency. 

I  have  Mr.  Rogers  back  with  the  Chadwidc  to  assist  you.  I  wish  joa 
to  buy  fht  oxen,  &  you  can  get  them  ;  if  not,  get  mules  aniffictent  to  brinsr 
the  families  and  sick  to  such*a  point  as  yon  think  safe  from  snow,  and 
within  xeaoh,  without  difficulty,  of  Lawson's  Rancho.  You  must,  at  all 
events,  get  some  gentle  cattle  for  beef.  Buy  some  flour,  if  it  can  be 
had,  to  leave  with  the  emigrants :  if  it  cannot  be  procured,  buy  beef 
dad  issue  that  Those  families  must,  at  all  events,  be  brought  into  the 
valley  to  a  pdnt,  at  which  they  will  be  perfectly  safe  befiMe  you  leave 
them.  I  saw  some  fine  oxen  at  Bute  Creek  when  I  came  by.  I  have  in- 
Aruoted  Mr.  Chadwick  to  Imy  some  of  them  and  take  them  with  him. 
Enclosed  is  authority  for  you  to  draw  on  Messrs.  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co^ 
tat  nine  thousand  dollars,  ($9,000,)  which  I  hope  you  vnll  use  with  the 
utmost  economy.  When  you  have  completed  yoor  expedition,  if  ike 
weather  should  continue  bad,  and  it  be  found  difficult  to  get  the  aaimab 
and  other  public  property  to  this  place,  sell  at  auction,*and  joinme  with^ 
out  delay.  If  jrou  should  get  sick,  give  charge  of  the  expedition  to  Mr. 
Chadwick,  and  turn  over  these  instructions  to  him.  Do  not  relinquish 
your  charge,  however,  until  you  are  not  able  to  get  out  of  your  bed.  I 
wiU  give  Mr.  Chadwick  $1,000  in  coin  with  this,  and  with  what  remains 
of  your  old  expedition,  I  think  you  can  bring  in  all  the  families  and  give 
them  considerable  subsistence.  What  you  do,  mitet  be  done  as  soon  as 
possible,  for  there  is  no  telling  how  deep  the  snow  will  be  before  the  end 
of  the  month.  You  must  tell  all  the  emigrants  that  they  must  be  more 
aotive  and  get  to  the  valley  at  once,  or  they  may  perish.  I  cannot  cod- 
eeive  what  they  are  thinking  of.  Their  own  lives  and  the  lives  of  their 
fiunilies  are  certainly  worth  more  than  their  wagons  and  effects.  Giet 
all  the  work  oxen  and  mules  you  can  and  send  them  ont  loose  to  faanl 
the  women  and  children.  I  suppose  that  yokes,  dec,  can  be  found  in 
abnndance  all  along  the  road ;  you  are  there  on  the  ground  and  know 
what  is  best  to  be  done.  Bring  in  the  rear  families  and  ke^  the  rest  to 
the  utmost  of  your  means.  Be  careful  and  get  official  accocmts  dnpli- 
oates  for  all  you  purchase.  Keep  all  the  provisions,  snch  as  flomr,  etc., 
on  a  separate  accent  from  the  mules,  etc. :  Mr.  Chadwick  has  a  foisn. 
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Inegretthatl  am  unable  to  join  you  in  person,  bot  my  health  is  not  well 
enough  established  to  warrant  the  undertaking. 

Independent  of  taking  official  vouchers  for  all  purchases  and  expen- 
ditures made,  you  should  be  careful  to  keep  a^  accurate  record  of  all 
drafts  drawn,  showing  the  name  of  the  person  in  whose  favor  they  are 
drawn,  and  for  what  purpose,  the  amount,  etc. ;  especially,  leave  no 
unsettled  business  behind  you. 

Very  respectfully,  yourst  etc., 
(Signed)  D.  H.  RUOKER, 

Bt.  Maj.^  Ut  Drags. 
John  H.  Pboples» 

hawwriM  Rmcho. 


To  Geksul  p.  Smtth,  Commander  in  Chief  in  California^  or  any  of  Aw 
officM-e. 

We,  the  undersigned  emigrants,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  represent, 
that  on  the  night  of  the  19th  October,  the  Indians  drove  off  nearly  aU 
of  our  stock,  oxen  and  horses,  which  places  us  in  almost  a  helpless  con- 
dition, as  we  were  obliged  to  throw  away  a  great  deal  of  our  provisions 
and  clothing,  to  enable  us  to  make  some  progress  towards  our  destina- 
tion ;  the  season  being  so  far  advanced  and  danger  of  being  caught  in 
a  snow  storm.  The  able  bodied  men  of  the  company  feel  themselves 
eiMupelled  to  remain  with  the  train  to  render  all  their  assistance  to  the 
helpless  women'and  children,  of  which  there  are  twenty-five  in  number. 
The  above  robbery  was  committed  upon  us  at  Goose  Lake,  near  the 
head  of  Pitt's  River,  on  Lauson  route. 

We  would,  therefore,  earnestly  solicit  that  the  earliest  help  should  be 
sent  us  from  the  s^lements  in  teams  and  provisions,  as  otherwise  we 
consider  it  impossible  to  reach  the  settlements. 

M.  M.  BUSSARD, 
Capt  of  St.  Louis  Company. 

Archibald  Henlv,  and  famUy.  W.  W.  Prescott. 

J.  Chandon,  and  family,  Wm.  Roberts,  and  family 

Jdin  F.  Stibbs,  and  funily.  Alfred  Samkies,  and  family. 

W.  G.  Clough.  A.  Shepard. 

Geo.  W.  Maolie,  and  family.  J.  C.  Moorehouse,  and  family. 

Abijah  Hunt  A.  and  J.  C.  Ledlie. 

John  T.  Taylor.  John  Keyes. 

James  A.  Martin.  John  Rowland,  and  son. 

H.  B.  Dunham.  R.  D.  Smyth. 

Jacob  Holmes.  Jessie  Lee. 

Robt  R.  Roberts,  and  flmuly.  H.  L.  Ingalls,  and  son. 

Bemadotte  Little.  L.  W.  Pollard. 

A.  J.  Galbraith.  John  Roberts. 

Wm.  Brown. 


Sacramento  City^  November  4ih. 
Major  Ruouse,  Str:  I  received  at  the  hands  of  Capts.  Kilbum  and 
Chandler  two  mules  and  two  horses,  which  they  desired  to  return  to  the 
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city,  as  unable  to  perform  the  tripfi  over  the  mountains ;  I  consented  to 
do  so  and  delivered  them  as  verbally  instmcted,  to  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co. 

I  also  met  Col.  Foreman,  near  Grass  Hollow,  and  being  about  to  leave 
a  wagon,  from  the  loss  of  six  or  eight  mules.  Col.  P.  Kindly  offered 
me  two  yoke  of  oxen  for  which  I  receipted,  one  of  which  I  returned  to 
the  firm  of  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co. 

The  other  yoke  strayed  off,  and  we  were  only  enabled  to  find  one  of 
them,  which  was  dead.  Every  exertion  on  my  part  has  been  made  to 
recover  the  remeuning  ox,  but  the  diligent  have  been  totally  unsuccessful. 

This  yoke  of  oxen  escaped  from  me  before  I  reached  town,  or  I  should 
have  turned  it  over  to  the  proper  authorities  at  once. 

However,  if  it  is  your  pleasure,  make  a  bill  for  the  last  ox.  I  will  send 
it  to  Priest,  Lee  &  Co.,  my  office  or  my  house,  and  I  will  at  once 
meet  the  demand ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  please,  I  will  extend  the 
research. 

With  all  due  respect, 

I  am  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

F.  J.  WHITE. 

At  one  time  we  thought  we  had  the  ox,  but  were  mistaken. 


WeaversviUej  October  Slst,  1849. 

Capt.  Chandlir,  Sir:  I  send  by  the  bearer,  am  of  the  itoe  mules  that 
I  received  from  your  relief  company  with  many  thanks. 

The  other  mule  with  one  that  1  had  of  mine  own,  and  the  only  one 
that  I  did  own,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  got  away  from  me  after  I  arrived 
at  this  place.  Your  mule,  I  believe,  has  taken  the  road  for  the  S.  city. 
I  have  a  man  who  started  yesterday  for  the  city  and  if  he  finds  it,  will 
deliver  it  to  you,  in  the  meantime  I  shall  continue  to  hunt  the  woods  for 
miles  in  this  section,  hoping  that  I  mav  yet  find  the  animal,  as  well  as 
my  own.  My  family  as  well  as  myself  cannot  feel  sufficiently  grateful 
to  the  government,  as  well  as  to  its  officers,  for  the  aid  received ;  at  the 
same  time  I  am  grieved  to  think  that  you  should  sustain  any  loss  on  our 
account.  However,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  I  had  taken  all 
the  pains  to  watch  the  animal,  that  was  possible.  Please  let  me  know  if 
you  should  find  or  receive  the  mule  that  is  lost ;  the  mule  is  black,  has 
been  .  around  the  nose  with  the  halter,  and  is  a  mare,  and  has 
fifteen  feet  of  rope  on  its  neck. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

J.  RYCE. 


Lake,  East  of  Feather  River,  October  26,  1849. 

To  Major  Rucker,  or  others,  in  command  of  Oovemment  Relief  of 

Emigration. 

Dear  Sir,  or  Gentlemen  :  A  situation,  the  most  critical  and  distressing, 
of  a  numerous  and  helpless  family,  compels  me  to  trouble  you  veith  a  re- 
cital of  circumstances  that  have  befallen  us  on  our  journey  from  Mis* 
souri  to  this  point.  I  left  the  state  provided  with  eight  yoke  of  cattle 
and  two  wagons,  one  of  which  was  loaded  with  provisions  sufficient  for 
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the  trip,  the  other  for  the  o<mveyanee  of  the  family ;  but  misfortune 
overtook  us  at  an  early  period,  in  the  loss  of  some  of  our  cattle,  thereby 
compelling  me  to  leave  one  wagon  and  the  chief  part  of  our  provisions, 
in  order  to  enable  me  to  proceed  with  the  other ;  but  the  worst  and  most 

Cful  part  of  my  task  is  to  be  told,  by  informing  you  that  my  wife,  who 
been  confined  on  the  route,  lies  very  ill  in  the  wagon,  and  my  father, 
a  man  76  years  of  age,  is  in  as  bad  a  situation,  occasioned  by  the  loss  of 
the  use  of  one  of  his  legs,  by  the  bite  or  sting  of  some  insect  on  Bear 
River,  thus  rendering  our  situation  deplorable  in  the  extreme,  being  re- 
duced to  five  head  of  miserable  cattle,  three  having  given  out  through 
want  of  food.  And  to  add  to  our  troubles,  last  night,  through  the  negli- 
gence of  a  part  of  the  guard,  18  or  20  head  of  our  best  cattle  have  been 
driven  off  by  the  Indians.  I  am  travelling  in  company  with  four  other 
wagons,  one  of  which  contains  a  family  who  are  reduced  to  one  yoke  of 
cattle ;  beside,  we  are  out  of  provisions,  and  unless  your  goodness  of 
heart  induces  you  to  send  us  relief,  we  know  not  what  will  become  of 
us. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain  your  oVdt  servant, 

WILLIAM  MARA, 
From  St.  Louis^  Mo. 
P.  L.  T. 
P.  S.  Major  Rucker  will  remember  having  seen  me  between  here  and 
Pitfs  River,  and  afifording  us  some  relief 


Smtih,  Bensley,  Geitts.  :  Yesterday  my  family  reached  town,  and  I  send 
you,  as  per  request,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  which  Col.  Foreman  was  kind  enough 
to  have  us  take,  with  one  other,  which  my  boy  turned  out  to  graze  last 
evening,  and  will  be  sent  you  as  soon  as  we  get  them  up.  I  receipted 
to  the  Colonel  for  these  two  yoke.  Capts.  Kilbury  and  Chandler  delivered 
to  me  two  horses  and  two  mules-  for  our  use,  which  I  return  to  you.  My 
nephew  delivered  two  mules.    I  now  send  the  horses. 

The  three  men  who  returned  with  some  six  or  seven  mules  entirely 
unable  to  cross  the  mountains,  have  reported  to  you  their  condition,  I 
dare  say ;  one  mule  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Brown,  of  Gordon's  train,  one 
to  Gen.  Moore's  train.  The  latter  has  strayed,  as  he  told  me  yesterday, 
being  entirely  broken  down ;  he  was  sent  for  a  day  or  two  afterwards, 
and  was  found.  The  former,  I  presume,  has  been  delivered  also  to  you 
by  Brown.  I  know  that  several  of  the  mules  in  Robertson's  party  failed 
entirely,  and  they  were  obliged  to  leave  them. 

I  will  see  you  as  soon  as  well  enough^  hxiii  give  you  particulars. 

Respectfully, 

T.  J.  WHITE- 


October  28/A,  1849. 
Maj.  RucKKB,  Deae  Snt :  The  situation  of  our  mess  is  such  as  compels 
us  to  ask  for  some  aid  from  govenunoDt  in  the  way  of  provisions,  as  we 
have  but  two  or  diree  dayi^  ration  of  bread  and  meat.    Two  of  the  mess 
are  8i6k  with  the  scurvy. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

CCX)K  &  CO. 
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Sacramenio  City,  September  17, 1849. 
Maj.  RucKERy  Sir  :  J  have  been  informed  that  yon  were,  on  the  part  of 
our  government,  sending  out  provisions  to  relieve  the  emigrants  now  on 
their  journey  to  this  country.  1  have  just  come  in  from  the  northern 
route,  and  can  assure  you  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  many  are  now 
entirely  destitute  of  provisions,  wnile  others  will  not  have  a  sufficiency 
to  bring  them  within  many  days  travel  of  the  Sacramento  valley. 

Since  I  have  pilotted  the  foremost  wagons  on  the  northern  route, 
many,  in  fact  nearly  all  of  those  in  the  rear  have  followed ;  and  I  would 
most  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  sending  them  such  relief 
as  their  present  situation  requires. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

MILTON  McGHEE. 


Sacramento  City,  Nov.  7, 1849. 
Dear  Sir  :  Permit  me  to  offer  you,  and  through  you,  the  constituted 
authorities  who  authorized  it,  my  most  grateful  thanks  for  the  timely 
and  efficient  aid  which  you  so  freely  and  generously  afforded  me  in  over- 
coming the  passage  of  the  mountains ;  without  this  aid,  our  sufferings 
must  have  been  severe  in  the  extreme.    My  gratitude  is  proportional. 

It  will  not  be  deemed  impertinent  in  me  to  say  that  the  manner  in 
which  you  conducted  your  operations  while  under  our  observation,  com- 
manded the  approbation  of  our  whole  train.  Mrs.  S.  wishes  me  to  ex- 
press her  thanks  for  the  kindness  and  care  manifested  for  her  while 
under  your  especial  charge. 

I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

CHARLES  SACKETT. 
Capt  R.  W.  HuHT, 

Sacramento  City. 

Seek  Springs,  October ^  1849. 
This  is  to  certify  that  on  the  night  of  the  October,  a  horse  and 

mule  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  was  stolen  from  mv  guard,  and,  also,  two 
belonging  to  myself,  from  my  camp  near  the  said  springs,  the  thieves  are 
supposed  to  be  the  Indians.  Every  effort  was  made  to  recover  the  pro- 
perty of  the  U.  S.,  the  pursuit  was  kept  up  three  days  and  nights  with- 
out success.  I  receipted  to  Mr.  Clarke  for  the  mule,  and  now  report  him 
lost,  as  above  stated. 

B.  B.  BROWN, 

Commander,  St.  Louis  Camp. 
We,  the  undersigned,  certify  as  travelling  in  Dr.  Brown's  train,  the 
above,  as  stated,  to  be  true. 

M.   GiBSEGA, 

--ft^  Geo.  Cokodon, 

./.^  nV  G.  H.  Pooo. 

To  the  Government  Relief  Con^pany. 
Messrs  :  As  we  understood  the  relief  train  in  advance  of  you  had  ad- 
dressed you  a  line  on  the  propriety  of  your  returning,  stating  that  they 
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would  bring  ap  the  rear.  We  beg  pardon  for  troubling  you  with  a 
knowledge  of  our  circiunstances.  We,  as  a  company,  are  out  of  pro- 
visions. 

Your  advance  relief  company  were  under  a  special  promise  to  Mr. 
M^Courtny  (who  had  left  us  and  his  family  a  packing,)  to  supply  this 
compimy,  and  more  especially  his  family,  which  tl^y  failed  to  do  by 
taking  one  road  and  we  another  on  Pitt's  Kiver,  and  they  are  now  some 
one  hundred  miles  back  of  us,  and  can  do  us  no  good. 

We  are  now  some  thirty-five  miles  from  you,  and  will  be  up  as  quick 
as  possible. 

You  will  do  us  a  great  favor  in  waiting. 

Yours,  vnth  respect, 

October  2Sth,  1849.  JOHN  K.  ROOT. 


Sacramento  City^  November  14t%,  1849. 
Major  D.  H.  Rucker, 

{7.  8.  Dragoons. 

Sol  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  report  of  proceed- 
ings under  my  command,  whilst  in  charge  of  the  first  relief  party,  which 
left  the  city  of  Sacramento  in  aid  of  the  sufiering  emigrants  on  their 
route  to  California. 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  proceeded  on  the  14th  day  of  September,  A.D. 
1849,  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  preparatory  to  departure  on 
the  expedition  to  which  I  was  assigned,  and  to  that  end,  moved  over 
with  my  c<»nmand  consisting  of  thirty  men,  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
]>ack  mules,  thirty  horses,  and  four  wagons,  loaded  with  provisions  to 
the  west  side  oi  the  American  fork  of  the  Sacramento  river,  where  I 
encamped  and  remained  until  the  20th  of  the  seune  month.  On  the 
morning  of  the  20th9  all  things  having  been  put  in  readiness  for  depar- 
ture, our  tents  were  struck  and  we  proceeded  from  our  encampment, 
taking  the  Carson  River  route  to  a  place  known  as  Nicholas  ran- 
eho,  some  twenty-five  miles  distant  from  Sacramento  City  ;  here  vre 
encamped  during  the  night  of  the  20th ;  from  thence,  the  com- 
mand advanced  to  Bear  River,  where  we  encamped  and  remained 
during  the  night  of  the  21st.  Proceeding  onward  we  reached  Johnson's 
Rsjich  on  Bear  River  on  the  ni^t  of  the  22d.  At  this  point  I  received 
a  letter  from  Oaptain  Kilburn,  stating  that  he  was  going  over  to  Age 
and  Fortis  Ranch,  for  forty  head  of  cattle,  and  that  he  would  meet  my 
comtmand  at  Steep  Hollow  on  the  26th  following.  I  then  advanced 
toward  the  point  designated  by  Captain  Kilburn,  but  was  compelled  to 
abandon  three  of  my  wagons,  which  were  loaded  with  provisions ;  in 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  mv  animals  and  the  difiiculties  of  the 
route— before  reaching  the  point  he  had  named,  to  wit,  on  the  23d  day 
of  September ;  leaving  two  men  in  charge  of  the  wagons  and  provisions 
I  had  been  forced  to  abandon,  I  proceeded  onward  to  a  place  known  as 
Mule  Spring,  about  8  miles  beyond  Steep  Hollow,  where  I  Scamped  on 
the  night  of  the  26th  following. 

On  tike  morning  of  the  27th,  I  started  the  train  under  my  command 
toward  Bear  River  Valley,  some  12  or  14  miles  distant,  placing  the  same 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  John  Gates.  J  then  returned  to  Stee];  Hollow 
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with  six  men,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  Captain  Kilbum  as  previously 
advised.  At  this  point  I  abandoned  the  fourth  wagon  under  my  charge, 
having  placed  the  provisions  which  it  contained  on  pack  mules,  and  sent 
the  same  forward  upon  my  route.  Here  I  met  with  Captain  Kilbum, 
and  was  informed  by  him  that  he  was  unable  to  procure  the  cattle  he 
had  gone  in  quest  of,  and  that  as  he  could  not  possibly  get  them  for  some 
days,  he  had  abandoned  the  idea  of  getting  them  entirely.  Upon  con- 
sultation with  Captain  Kilbum,  we  determined  to  dispatch  intelligence 
of  the  facts  above  named  to  yourself,  which  was  accordingly  done,  after 
which,  in  company  with  Captain  K.,  my  command  proceeded  toward 
Bear  River  valley,  whither  the  train  had  been  previously  sent,  as  already 
stated,  which  point  we  reached  about  midnight  of  the  27th.  At  this 
point  I  remained  until  the  pack  mules  virith  die  provisions  came  up, 
when  I  made  a  cache  and  deposited  therein  the  provisions,  barley,  &c., 
with  which  the  mules  were  loaded,  proceeding  thence  to  Grass  Valley.  I 
there  met  with  Dr.  White,  to  whom  I  delivered  nine  mules  and  two 
horses  for  his  relief,  placing  under  his  charge  at  the  same  time  three  of 
my  men  who  were  sick  and  unable  to  proceed  further.  Sending  back  from 
this  pofnt  for  the  provisions  which  I  nad  cached  as  before  stated,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  by  Captain  Kilbum  and  myself,  under  the  impression 
that  all  the  emigrants  on  this  route  with  wagons  had  already  reached 
the  western  side  of  the  mountains,  to  change  our  course,  and  pass  over 
to  the  Carson  river  route,  which  we  accordingly  did.  Nothing  of  im- 
portance transpired  in  the  course  of  our  journey,  until  we  reached,  the 
fast  crossing  of  the  Trnckey  river,  save  that  I  distributed  some  240 
pounds  of  bread  to  pack  trains  which  we  met  upon  the  road ;  this  point 
we  reached  on  the  6th  October,  and  crossed  over  on  the  next  day  through 
the  **  Desert"  to  Barren  river,  encamping  for  the  two  following  nights 
on  the  bank  of  this  stream.  I  could  discover  no  signs  of  anv  portion  of 
the  emigration  having  passed  for  several  days.  On  the  10th  following, 
I  met  with  the  family  of  A.  Lamdell,  Esq.,  consisting  of  himself,  his  wife 
and  two  children,  who  were  in  company  with  three  emigrant  wagons  ; 
they  had  unfortunately  lost  all  their  animals  upon  the  desert,  and  were 
on  foot.  I  gave  them  two  mules  and  a  horse,  and  received  information 
from  them  that  there  were  families  behind  upon  the  **  Desert,"  destitute 
of  animals  of  any  kind,  or  the  means  of  progressing  upon  their  journey. 
I  then  despatched  these  men  with  five  mules  to  their  relief;  this  was 
upon  the  8th  day  of  October.  On  the  11th,  following,  a  Mr.  Edwards, 
whom  I  had  dispatched  as  above  stated,  returned,  and  gave  me  information 
that  Mr.  Barnes,  of  St.  Louis,  with  his  family,  were  behind,  and  required 
immediate  relief,  as  they  had  lost  nearly  all  their  animals,  and  were 
packing  their  remaining  oxen,  whilst  his  wife  and  daughter  were  com- 
pelled to  walk.  I  then  sent  back  to  their  relief  ten  mules,  seven  of 
which  were  for  them,  and  three  for  Captain  Dart,  who,  I  had  also  been 
advised,  was  in  a  distressed  condition,  and  required  relief. 

I  then  proceeded  with  my  train  to  the  Canonf  on  Carson  River,  which 
I  reached  on  the  12th  October.  There  I  found  some  twenty  wagons,  the 
emigrants  owning  them  having  been  previously  passed  by  my  train,  and 
directedvto  advance  to  that  point  where  relief  would  be  given  ihem. 
On  the  next  day  I  distributed  amongst  the  persons  accompanying  said 
wagons,  about  forty-four  mules ;  finding  them  persons  in  a  very  desti* 
tute  condition,  and  wholly  unable  to  proceed  without  immediate  and  ex- 
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tensive  aid.  I  was  thus  compelled  to  distribute  amongst  them  a  greater 
number  of  animals  than  would  have  otherwise  been  necessary.  In  con* 
sequence  of  having  parted  here  with  so  many  of  my  mules,  I  was  forced 
to  abandon  one  thousand  pounds  of  bread,  which  I  was  fortunately  not 
forced  to  regret,  as  the  train  relieved  was  abundantly  supplied  with  pro* 
visions.  Leaving  this  point  on  the  morning  of  the  Hth^  I  continued  my 
retum  to  Sacramento  City.  On  the  16th  following  I  met  Colonel  Fore- 
man in  charge  of  the  second  relief  party  sent  out,  whom  I  advised  to 
cross  the  mountains,  as  he  was  well  supplied  with  oxen,  in  order  to  afford 
additional  relief,  if  necessary,  to  those  whom  I  had  already  supplied 
with  mules.  On  the  night  of  the  foUpwing  day  I  encamped  in  company 
with  Captain  Hunt,  also  in' command  of  a  relief  party,  whom  I  met  at 
Camp  Creek,  a  point  about  120  miles  distant  from  Sacramento  City.  I 
here  advised  Captain  Hunt  to  take  about  ten  of  his  best  animals  and 
cross  the  mountains,  and  reach  the  rear  of  the  emigrants  I  had  reliev* 
ed,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  was  fearful  there  were  other  emigrants  still 
further  back  who  might  be  in  a  suffering  condition.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  my  animals  were  failing  rapidly,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  retum  as 
fast  as  possible  to  Sacramento  City,  which  I  accordingly  did,  reaching 
there  on  the  21st  of  October,  with  a  part  of  my  train,  the  balance  ar- 
riving on  the  25th  following.  Nothing  important  transpired  from  the 
time  of  parting  with  Captain  Hunt  until  my  arrival  at  Sacramento  City, 
ajl  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  CHANDLER,    j 


Sacramento  City^  November  Sth^  1849. 
Major  RucKER, 
Dear  Sir  :  In  obedience  to  my  instructions  I  left  the  City  of  Sacra- 
mento for  the  mountains,  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  October,  with 
the  relief  party  placed  under  my  command,  and  moved  out  five  miles 
on  what  is  called  the  Carson  River  road,  or  the  new  Mormon  route. — 
We  proceeded  on  towards  the  mountains  the  next,  and  the  two  following 
days,  without  meeting  with  any  incident  or  accident,  save  the  falling  off 
of  several  packs,  caused  by  the  stretching  of  the  ropes  from  having  been 
wet  by  the  rain  of  the  10th  and  11th.  On  the  14th  we  met  Captain  Kil- 
burn,  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  returning,  who  informed  us  that  the  emigration 
was  not  so  large  as  we  had  been  led  to  expect,  as  much  the  greater  por- 
tion of  those  who  were  behind,  had  been  induced  by  Lieutenant  Haw- 
kins and  several  others  to  take  the  extreme  northern  or  old  Oregon  route, 
which,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season,  was  considered  the  safest ; 
he  also  informed  me  that  Dr.  P.  B.  Brown,  of  St.  Louis,  was]  entirely  out 
of  provisions,  and  was  in  a  perfectly  destitute  condition,  as  he  had  all 
his  males  and  cattle  frozen  to  death  in  the  snow-ftorm  of  the  11th,  and 
had  been  compelled  to  abandon  everything,  with  his  wagons,  near 
the  second  or  last^  summit.  I  inmiediately  despatched  two  men  with 
provisions  to  his  relief,  with  orders  to  hasten  on  as  fast  as  their  mules 
could  travel.  That  evening  we  encamped  in  Pleasant  Valley.  On  the 
folloviring  day  we  met  the  Pioneer  train  in  quite  a  crippled  condition, 
hsLYing  losl*  thirty  of  their  best  mules  the  night  before,  by  the  Indians, 
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and  having  been  on  short  aHowance  for  several  weeks  past  We  met 
several  trains  also  very  mach  crippled  and  out  of  provisions,  before 
reaching  the  point  where  we  had  determined  to  make  a  depot  of  onr 
wagons;  we  furnished  them  such  articles  as  they  required,  and 
rode  on  to  the  place  we  had  fixed  upon,  some  fifteen  miles  from  the  head 
of  Pleasant  Valley.  Here  we  overhauled  our  wagons  and  put  in  sacks 
such  provisions  as  we  thought  would  be  most  necessary  and  desirable  to 
the  emigrants.  On  the  following  morning,  having  made  aU  our  ar- 
rangements for  packing,  we  marched  off  and  reached  that  night  a  point 
called  Gamp  Greek.  During  the  day  we  furnished  several  families  with 
flour,  meat,  sugar  and  coffee;  also  gave  them  orders  on  the  wagon 
for  pickles  and  sourkrout,  as  some  of  them  had  the  scurvy.  At  Camp 
Creek  we  found  Oaptain  Chandler,  and  learned  from  him  that  our  aid 
would  be  required,  perhaps,  as  far  back  as  the  sink  of  Mary's  River.  I 
here  determined  to  pick  out  ten  of  the  best  mules,  and  with  Dr.  Duke 
and  three  men  to  push  on  with  increased  speed  to  the  extent  of  the  emi- 
gration, leaving  the  others  to  follow  on  slowly.  The  next  day  we  reach- 
ed Lick  Springs,  and  then  found  the  family  and  train  of  Dr.  B.  B.  Brown, 
waiting  for  the  return  of  the  Doctor  who  had  gone  back  after  his  wag- 
ons with  the  government  cattle  furnished  him  by  Colonel  Foreman. 
We  then  learned  the  particulars  of  the  storm  of  the  11th.  His  wagons 
had  just  commenced  the  ascent  of  the  last  summit  when  they  were 
overtaken  by  the  storm ;  the  wind  blew  so  strong,  the  snow  and  hail 
fell  so  thick  and  fast  that  they  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  proceed 
any  further,  and  were  compelled  to  wait  till  the  following  day  for  it  to 
abate ;  several  of  his  train  were  frosted,  and  all  of  his  stock,  but  two 
mules  that  were  tied  close  to  a  large  fire,  were  frozen  to  death.  After 
travelling  a  few  miles  from  Lick  spring,  we  met  with  Captain  Dentfs 
train,  padcing  their  blankets,  clothes,  &c.,  on  oxen,  having  deserted  their 
wagons  several  days  before,  on  account  of  the  crippled  condition  of  the 
latter.  We  gave  him  an  order  on  our  train  behind  for  four  mules,  and 
rode  on :  a  few  miles  further  we  met  Wm.  Bams  and  family^  from  St. 
Louis.  We  gave  them  an  order  for  such  provisions  as  they  required* 
and  proceeded  on  to  Tragedy  Spring,  where  we  encamped  for  tiie  night. 
We  here  saw  Colonel  Foreman,  who  had  just  returned  from  Lake  Valley 
between  the  two  summits,  having  left  there  all  the  cattle  he  had  to  dis- 
pose of  under  the  charge  of  two  of  Captain  Chandler's  men.  We  made 
an  early  start  the  next  morning,  and  in  the  course  of  the  dav  saw  much 
distress.  One  old  man  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  who  had  nothing  in 
the  world  but  a  few  blankets,  which  they  were  packing  on  their  backs. 
We  let  them  have  two  mules  and  some  provisions  and  continued  onr 
march.  A  mile  or  two  further  on  we  met  Mr.  F.  J.  Clayton,  of  St.  Louis, 
who  had  packed  from  several  days*  journey  beyond  the  sink  of  Mary's 
River,  and  learned  from  him  the  extent,  number  and  names  of  the  emi- 
grants on  the  Carson  route.  He  informed  us  that  Captain  Sackett'a 
team  was  the  last  on  the  road  and  that  we  would  probably  not  meet 
them  for  a  hundred  miles  beyond  the  mountains,  that  there  were  several 
families  with  him,  and  it  would  be  impossibe  for  them  to  get  over  with- 
out assistance.  We  camped  at  Lake  Valley  that  night,  and  thei^ 
found  the  two  men  left  by  Colonel  Foreman.  They  had  disposed  of  all 
their  cattle  before  our  arrival,  much  to  our  regret,  as  we  had  intended 
to  take  some  ef  them  on  with  us  to  Carson  Valley,  beyond*  the  nM>tm> 
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tuns  for  the  nse  of  Captain  Saokett's  train.  The  next  day  we  crossed 
over  the  summit  and  camped  in  Carson  Valley ;  shortly  after  we  camp- 
ed, two  Germans  came  to  as  on  foot  and  begged  for  something  to  eat ; 
they  told  ns  that  they  had  been  out  of  provisions  for  seven  or  eight 
jays,  and  had  been  compelled  to  subsist  on  the  flesh  they  cut  from  dead 
mules  for  more  than  two  hundred  miles  back ;  when  they  first  came  up 
they  had  strung  around  their  neck  about  ten  pounds  of  mule  meat, 
which  smelt  so  oflfensive  that  we  sent  them  ofi*  to  the  river  to  wash  them- 
selves. When  they  returned  they  set  down  to  supper  and  eat  as 
though  they  never  expected  to  enjoy  another  meal.  The  next  morning 
we  furnished  them  with  provisions,  gave  them  an  order  for  a  mule  to 
|>ack  their  clothes  and  blankets  on,  and  started  them  off.  We  left  our 
*eamp  about  8  o'clock,  and  after  riding  four  or  five  miles  into  the  Cafion, 
came  across  two  more  Germans  even  in  a  worse  condition  than  those 
who  had  come  to  our  camp  the  night  before.  They  were  so  completely 
worn  out  by  walking,  and  starving,  and  sickness,  that  they  were  scarce- 
ly able  to  stand ;  we  gave  them  some  provisions  and  two  mrules,  and 
proceeded  on  our  way ;  after  leaving  the  Cation  about  eight  miles,  we 
met  the  train  of  Captain  Morris,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  who  had  come  out 
BS  the  escort  of  General  Wilson,  his  company  were  all  in  fine  health, 
but  considerably  way-i^orn  by  their  long  journey.  He  had  left  most  of 
his  wagons  on  the  aesert,  as  many  of  his  mules  were  broken  down  and 
unable  to  travel  any  further.  We  advised  him  to  leave  his  remaining 
wagon,  as  we  considered  it  impracticable  for  him  to  take  it  throotrh 
without  more  delay  than  the  lateness  of  the  season  would  justify.  We 
camped  that  night  at  the  Hot  Springs,  in  Carson  Valley.  The  next 
morning,  leaving  my  men  encamped,  to  rest  and  herd  the  mules,  I  rode 
on  in  company  with  Dr.  Duke,  and  met  Captain  S.'s  train  at  the  end  of 
Carson  Valley ;  we  brought  them  back  that  night  as  far  as  our  camp, 
and  prepared  to  commence  our  return  in  the  morning.  The  next  day, 
after  considerable  delay,  lost  in  re-arranging  and  selecting  such  articles 
as  we  deemed  indispensable,  we  got  the  women  and  children  with  their 
luggage  mounted,  and  started  back.  We  advised  the  men  to  throw 
away  everything  but  their  clothes,  and  provisions,  to  make  carts  of  their 
wagons,  and  hurry  on  as  fast  as  the  nature  of  the  roads  would  admit. 
We  left  them,  not  without  feeling  considerable  anxiety  as  to  the  proba- 
bility of  their  being  able  to  get  through  the  mountains  before  the  snow, 
as  the  thick  mists,  heavy  clouds,  cold  nights  and  other  signs  plainly  in- 
dicated a  coming  storm.  We  camped  that  night  at  the  spot  we  left 
three  days  before.  I  ordered  next  morning  the  mules  to  be  fed  with  the 
only  sack  of  barley  we  had  left,  as  I  determined  to  make  a  long  march, 
and  if  possible,  to  get  beyond  the  last  summit  before  I  stopped.  We 
reached  the  top  of  the  last  summit  a  little  after  dark,  and  rode  on  to  a 
spring  seven  miles  beyond,  where  we  camped  for  the  night,  making  that 
day  thirty-six  or  eight  miles ;  this  night  was  very  cold.  After  arrang- 
ing the  best  quarters  we  could  for  the  women  and  children,  they  soon 
retired  much  fatigued.  The  following  day  we  reached  Lick  Spring, 
iprhere  we  overtook  tliree  of  the  Germans  we  had  relieved  in  the  Cfafion. 
I  determined  to  rest  until  the  husbanbs  and  fathers  came  up,  as  the 
'Wives  lelt  considerable  uneasiness  in  regard  to  their  safety. '  The  next 
day  I  despatched  Dr.  Duke  and  one  man  with  an  express  to  Sacramento^ 
fnr  eight  or  tea  sacks  of  barley  w  corn,  as  I  deemed  it  almost  unpossibis 
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to  bring  in  my  mules  without  feed,  there  being  no  grass  whatever  on 
the  road  between  the  camp  I  then  occupied  and  Sacramento  city,  a  dis- 
tance of  some  hundred  miles. 

The  next  day  Capt.  Sackett,  Mr.  Westemhusen,  Mr.  Heart,  Mr.  Suy<* 
der,  and  men  came  up,  much  to  the  joy  of  the  ladies  and  children.  The 
next  morning  we  looked  back  and  saw  the  mountains  covered  with  snow^ 
and  as  we  had  had  a  small  sprinkling  the  night  before,  we  concluded  to 
move  down  as  far  as  the  government  wagon.  I  here  determined  to 
wait  for  the  return  of  Dr.  Duke  with  the  barley,  and  drove  my  muiea 
down  to  a  valley  some  three  miles  off  the  road,  where  there  was  just 
sufficient  grass  to  keep  them  alive ;  it  rained  incessantly  Aie  two  days 
that  we  remained  at  the  wagon.  I  left  the  wagon  and  seven  mules 
with  Gapt.  Sackett,  as  he  had  left  his  wagon  on  the  desert,  and  had 
been  packing  up  to  this  point ;  the  government  wagon  afforded  him  a 
better  facility  of  getting  his  family  into  the  settlements,  and  having  a 
cover,  sheltered  them  from  the  rain.  I  met  Dr.  Duke  returning  with  a 
wagon  load  of  C4iro,  some  five  or  six  mules,  below  the  head  of  Pleasant 
Valley ;  we  here  encamped  for  the  night.  In  the  morning  1  took  back  the 
wagon  as  far  as  the  head  of  the  valley,  where  I  foUnd  Gapt  Sackett 
encamped.  I  furnished  him  with  corn  sufficient  to  bring  in  his  mules^ 
and  relieved  him  of  the  charge  of  a  poor  old  negro,  who  had  been  lying; 
ill  for  more  than  a  week  with  the  scurvey  at  our  wagon.  We  carried 
the  negro  to  a  hospital  in  Weaverville,  and  came  on  that  night  to  the 
shingle  machine ;  in  the  morning,  after  getting  our  breakfast  at  the  Mi* 
nefs  Hotels  (our  provisions  being  out,)  we  started  for  the  city,  and  arw 
rived  about  ten  o^Iock  at  night,  tired,  wet,  and  glad  once  more  to  eqjoy 
the  luxury  of  a  dry,  comfortable  shelter. 

Respectfully,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  W.  HUNT. 


Ma J0!B :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  26th  September,  **  to 
proceed  with  your  party  of  mules  and  oxen  for  the  relief  of  the  emigrants 
on  the  Bear  Greek  or  Truckey  River  route,"  I  proceeded  with  my  party 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  as  indicated,  in  the  fulfilment  of  your 
fturther  instructions  to  me  "to  mention  to  all  emigrants  you  may  meet, 
the  object  of  your  expedition,  add  its  charitable  character.''  I  ascer- 
tained, before  proceeding  very  far  upon  my  route,  that  the  succor  united 
for  it  was  needless,  as  all  or  nearly  all  the  emigration  had  taken  the 
northern  and  southern  roads,  and  that  all  needful  relief  (if  any)  would  be 
fumbhed  by  those  who  had  preceded  me  thereon.  My  inquiries  satis* 
fled  me  that  there  was  then  upon  the  southern  or  Carson  River  route,  an 
amount  of  emigration  which,  if  not  relieved,  would  find  it  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  push  their  way  into  the  Sacramento  Yal* 
ley,  without  the  assistance  so  munificiently  offered  by  Greneral  Smith* 
After  proceeding  some  ninety  miles  on  the  route  indicated  in  your  in^ 
structions,  and  finding  from  day  to  day  my  former  information  confirmed, 
that  said  route  was  abandoned,  I  eame  to  the  conclusion  to  change  my 
course,  and  take  the  Carson  River  route.  I  here  stripped  my  oxen  of 
their  yokes  and  chains,  that  they  might  travel  the  more  expieditioasly, 
leaving  them  in  a  government  wi^on  upon  which  was  pasted  a  notice 
tftting  the  otueot  for  which  they  weieiotendedyandseqpieslingthat  they 
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nj^t  he  respected*  I  immediately  retrmead  my  steps  some  forty-fiT« 
miles  to  Johnson's  Rancho*  where  I  took  the  most  direct  roate  to  Garsom 
River  road,  some  part  of  the  way,  as  I  afterwardi  ascertained,  having 
never  before  been  passed  over  bv  oxen  or  pack  mules.  After  overcomp 
ing  many  obstacles,  having  reached  the  Carson  road,  I  met  Captain  Kil- 
bara,  and  had  the  gratification  to  learn  that  my  course  but  coincided 
with  his  written  instractioos  transmitted  to,  but  never  received  by  me. 
Soon  after  re.aching  this  road,  I  was  strongly  solioited  bv  the  emigrants 
to  furnish  them  with  cattle,  but  believing  that  those  who  were  yet  fur 
in  the  rear,  chiefly  needed  assistance,  I  declined  furnishing  any,  except 
in  some  cases  breadstuflfs  from  my  own  rations,  and  in  cases  deemed  bf 
me  of  necessity. 

1  proceeded  in  this  >vav  until  within  one  day's  march  of  the  summit, 
where  I  met  Capt.  Chandler,  who  then  directed  me  to  issue  from  that 
time  liberally,  as  most  of  the  emigrants  needing  work  and  beef  cattle 
were  in  and  about  the  carriv€tn  and  summit,  with  their  teams  mostly 
broken  down,  lost,  or  stolen  by  the  Indians.  I  have  divided  my  oxem 
into  two  parties,  sending  the  strongest  over  the  summit,  and  established 
the  balance  at  a  depot  f^ome  fifteen  mUes  this  side,  going  ahead  with  the 
others,  giving  orders  upon  those  in  the  rear  to  emigrants  whom  I  found 
in  advance  most  in  need*  Capt.  Chandler,  who  preceded  me  on  my  re- 
turn, made  some  drafts  upon  me  which  were  honored,  and  his  drafts  are 
herewith  transmitted  as  part  of  my  vouchers,  together  with  my  own  re- 
ceipts. 

I  herewith  transmit  in  detail  as  part  of  my  report,  the  statement  of  re- 
lief furnished  to  each  train,  family  and  individual,  marked  A. 

In  all  my  doings  in  this  expedition,  I  have  felt  that  a  great  respom»« 
bility  rested  upon  me,  and  knowing  that  the  great  object  of  Gen.  Smith 
was  to  render  the  greatest  amount  of  relief  wt&  the  means  appropriated. 
I  used  my  best  efforts  to  carry  out  those  views.  That  the  relief  afforded 
saved  much  suffering,  and  probably  loss  of  life,  I  am  satisfied. 
With  sentiments  of  regard  and  esteem, 

I  remain  your  obedient  and  humble  servmit, 

FERRIS  FOREMAN. 

Sacrmmemtm  City,  Nov.  7th,  1847. 


8acrame9ii§  City,  October  2U,  1849. 

8m:  As  it  nmy  beconie  impertaat  to  know  for  future  reference,  the 
condition  and  manner  of  relief  of  the  emigrants  on  the  Truckey  and  Car- 
aon  river  levels,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

1  left  Sacramento  City  the  l^th  day  of  September,  1849,  with  three 
jnnle  and  four  pack  animals,  the  main  party  intended  for  the  Truckey 
line  under  Capt.  Chandler,  who  was  also  placed  under  my  orders,  con- 
aifltiiig  of  thirty  men.    One  hundred  and  thirty  pack-mules  and  four  wa- 

Sns  were  to  leave  the  following  day;  80  of  these  pack-mules  and  the 
IT  wagons  were  loaded  with  floor,  pork,  and  rice,  for  the  relief  of  the 
■nffioring ;  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  supplies,  40  head  of  beef  cattle 
was  to  be  taken  up  by  my  party  en  the  road,  and  Capt.  Foreman  was  to 
fi>llow  at  the  end  of  two  days,  with  sixty  bead  of  Ameriean  cattle,  in- 
cteadsd  far  beeC  <m  draught,  as  the  ease  should  flMSt  requke.  My  in- 
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stractions  from  yon  required  me  to  keep  one  or  two  days  in  advance  of 
the  main  party,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  jadge  of  proper  positions  for  de- 
pots of  provisions,  the  condition  of  the  emigrants,  &c.  &c.,  and  finally  to 
decide  upon  the  point  at  which  the  whole  party  should  stop  or  turn  back. 
On  arriving  at  Johnston's,  I  found  that  the  40  nead  of  cattle  intended  for 
beef,  were  fifteen  miles  off  the  road.  As  I  at  that  time  thought  it 
necessary  and  important  to  take  on  those  cattle,  I  departed  at  once  for 
that  rancho ;  on  arriving  there,  I  found  Nelson,  Rye  and  Foster  had 
•old  out  to  Mr.  Camand,  who  was  unable  to  give  me  the  cattle  under 
two  days  from  that  time ;  if,  therefore,  I  should  receive  the  cattle,  and 
iiave  them  driven  the  two  days  as  per  contract,  I  would  be  thrown  at 
least  two  days  behind  the  drivers  nired  for  the  cattle,  who  were  in 
Capt.  Chandler's  party,  as  the  cattle  were  wild,  and  I  alone,  with  my 
0mall  party,  could  not  drive  them,  guarding  them  at  night,  &c.  I  was 
mider  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  leaving  them. 

I  was  the  more  satisfied  on  this  decision,  as  from  all  I  could  learn,  the 
emigrants  were  now  in  need  of  transportation.  Their  provisions  I 
accordingly  turned  back  to  Johnston's  rancho.  I  found  that  Captain 
Ofaandler  had  passed  with  his  party  the  day  before ;  the  work-cattle 
had  not  come  up.  I  continued  my  route  on  the  Truckey  line ;  the  second 
day  I  found  three  of  the  wagons  left  by  Captain  Chandler  on  account  of 
bad  roads.  I  overtook  him  in  **  Steep  Hollow."  His  party  was  at  the  time 
some  fifteen  miles  in  advance.  Passing  him,  I  camped  in  a  valley  about 
thirty  miles^  from  the  summit.  As  we  were  now  approaching  the  rear 
a£  the  emigration  on  this  road,  I  endeavored*  to  obtain  accurate  inform: 
ation  of  our  road,  the  actual  condition  of  the  emigrants  on  it.  On 
eonsultation  with  Dr.  White,  he  informed  roe  there  was  but  one  other 
train  behind.  This  proved  to  be  true  ;  and  as  I  found  I  was  at  the  time 
but  about  fiily  miles  from  the  Carson  line,  where  we  could  dispose  of 
our  relief  to  better  advantage,  I  concluded  to  change  over  to  that  route. 
We  accordingly  struck  the  Carson  river  line  in  about  sixty  miles. 

I  was  the  more  confident  of  your  approval  of  this  change,  as  we  had 
discussed  the  propriety  of  it  before  my  departure  from  Sacramento  city, 
and  your  authority  to  do  in  the  matter  as  I  thought  best  was,  as  you 
recollect,  given  me.  On  this  line  we  found  many  in  great  need.  Oar 
mules  and  horses  were  all  given  out  before  we  reached  the  summits, 
and  many  were  supplied  with  provisions ;  a  list  of  a  small  portion  of 
them  is  attached  to  this  report.  On  the  summits  we  found  a  fall  of 
snow,  and  in  manv  places  it  had  drifted  to  four  or  five  feet  in  depth.  In 
a  short  report  of  this  kind  it  is  impossible  to  detail  the  amonnt  of  suffer* 
ing  relieved  by  my  party  on  the  two  lines.  The  energy  and  generooity 
of  the  government  in  thus  relieving  the  needy  was  openly  expressed 
and  commented  on  by  the  whole  of  the  emigrants.  After  passing  the 
two  summits  on  our  return,  we  found  many  in  the  utmost  need.  They 
were  not  only  relieved  by  my  own  party,  bjit  meeting  Captain  Hai^  I 
directed  him  to  supply  all  again,  if  they  were  in  want.  At  Camp  Creek 
I  met  the  sixty  head  of  cattle  originally  sent  upon  the  Truckey  Une* 

I  directed  Captain  Foreman,  who  was  in  charge  of  them,  to  keep  on 
tlie  route,  and  not  to  issue  until  he  had  passed  the  summits,  except  six 
,oattle  to  Dr.  Brown,  who  was  on  the  last  summit,  and  who  had  losi 
nearly  all  his  cattle  in  a  stonn.  Captain  Hunt  I  directed  to  continue  on 
the  line  until  he  had  gained  the  rear  (if  possible)  of  the  enugrante  en 
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die  line,  unless  he  foand  his  sapplies  of  mnTes  and  rations  fail  by  giving'* 
them  oat  to  the  needy  before.  My  trip  continued  in  all  thirty-three  days. 
Some  days  I  travelled  forty-five  miles.  The  whole  distance  passed  over 
by  my  party  was,  as  estimated  by  me»  450  miles. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  etc., 

CHARLES  L.  KJLBURN, 
To  Major  D.  H.  Rucker,  Brev,  Captain  U.  S.  A. 

1st  Dragoons^  U.S,A 


Sacramento  City,  Dec.  12^*,  1849. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  you  on  the  14th  of 
September  last,  I  started  with  three  men  and  two  pack  mules,  the  fol- 
lowing morning  for  Lassen's  Rancho,  the  extreme  northern  frontier  set- 
tlement, where  I  was  ordered  to  fit  out  an  expedition  to  relieve  the  emi- 
grants on  the  northern  or  Lassen  route.  On  reaching  the  Rancho  of 
Nye,  Foster  &  Co.,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  purchase  beef  cattle  at  that 
6lace,  as  I  could  procure  them  on  moderate  terms,  and  have  them  de- 
livered ready  branded  at  the  depot  of  Lassen's.  Before  reaching  the 
last  named  place  I  succeeded  in  purchasing  a  number  of  pack  mules, 
and  in  hiring  several  men  for  the  trip,  which  enabled  me  to  start  for  the 
mountains  on  the  22d.  On  that  day  the  party  met  with  a  large  number 
of  emigrants  on  loot,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  we  could 
keep  the  cattle  in  the  road,  unaccustomed,  as  all  California  stock  is,  to 
seeing  man,  except  on  horseback.  Eighteen  miles  on  the  road  the  herd 
broke  into  several  parties,  and  into  as  many  directions,  and  night  coming 
on,  and  the  jaded  state  of  my  animals  rendering  it  impossible  to  get 
them  all  together  in  the  rocky  and  broken  hills  over  which  the  roadt 
passes,  I  was  forced  to  gather  as  many  as  I  could  before  dark,  and  drive 
them  into  a  deep  caflon,  hard  by.  for  securitv.  The  next  day  I  started 
with  19  head,  but  killed  three  which  could  not  be  driven  along,  and 
turned  them  over  to  families  encamped  there.  On  the  25th  reached 
Deer  Creek  Valley,  from  which  point  I  sent  back  three  men.  The  next 
morning  started  for  and  entered  the  valley  of  Feather  river,  where  I 
issued  supplies  to  a  number  of  destitute  families  and  packers.  Up  to 
the  30th  made  good  marches,  and  without  aught  happening  worthy  of 
record.  On  that  day  myself  and  three  men  contracted  the  mountain 
fever,  and  I  sent  two  of  the  men  back  to  the  settlements,  as  they  were 
luable  to  mount  their  horses.  The.  next  day,  at  noon,  descended  into  the 
valley  of  Pitt  River,  and  travelled  seven  miles  on  the  banks  of  that 
stream  to  good  grass.  The  Indian  fires  blazed  up  in  all  directions,  and 
being  advised  of  the  depredations  committed  upon  the  stock  of  the  emi- 
grants, the  guard  was  doubled.  The  following  day  the  fever  raged  with 
such  violence  that  I  was  forced  to  halt.  The  next  morning,  at  9  o'clock, 
the  guard  fired  upon  some  Indians,  who  were  amongst  our  slock,  and 
before  we  could  get  to  them,  although  the  distance  did  not  exceed  200 
yards,  and  every  one,  sick  and  well,  jumped  to  their  arms  at  once,  the 
Indians  succeeded  in  driving  ofi*  six  of  our  best  animals.  The  next 
morning,  the  party  on  the  trail,  consisting  of  four  persons,  encountered 
between  400  and  500  Indians,  and  returned  to  me  with'  news  to  that 
effect.  I  was  advised  to  move  to  an  emigrant  train  for  the  security  (rf 
my  stocky  but  I  was  too  weak  to  do  so.    The  next  morning,  however^  I 
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BMde  a  forward  morement  but  before  night  was  eon vinced  tfait  I  wontfl 
only  delay  my  party  by  remaining  with  them ;  and  having  been  kindly 
offered  a  place  in  Doctor  Aastin*s  wagon^  and  all  the  medical  attention 
he  coold  bestow,  I  started  back  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  Odtober,  widi 
the  Washington  City  train,  first  having  tamed  over  the  command  of  the 
party  to  E.  H.  Todd,  one  of  the  most  experienced  of  men,  and  instructed 
him  as  follows : 

""  October  1th,  1849. 
**  This  morning  E.  H.  Todd  will  take  the  command  of  the  relief  party^ 
''and  will  proceed  on  without  delay  to  the  rear  of  the  emigration  on  the 
<*  northern  route.  He  will  at  least  go  as  far  as  Mud  Lake,  beyond  the 
**•  Sierra  Nevada,  unless  he  is  well  advised  that  all  the  emigration  is  over 
^  this  mde  of  it.  He  will  issue  provisions  only  to  soch  as  are  in  wanV 
*^and  will  refer  to  the  ordera  of  Af^yorRucker  to  myself,  for  guidance  in 
*«  other  matters." 

•*  Jwo.  H.  TwtmM.'' 

In  his  report  to  me,  Mr.  Todd  uses  the  following  language :  ^  I  reach- 
**  ed  the  summit  of  the  Nevada  the  day  after  I  left  you,  and  learning 
^  from  a  reliable  source  that  the  rear  wagons  were  near  me,  I  kept  the 
^  beeves  on  this  side,  and  took  a  man  over  with  me  to  tell  the  emigrants 
*«  where  we  were,  and  to  bring  them  over.  On  the  16th,  after  seeing  the 
^  last  wagon  {>as8  over,  and  having  issued  ^11  my  supplies  out,  I  started 
^  down,  first  having  cautioned  the  emigrants  to  guard  their  cattle  well, 
**  and  urged  them  to  hurry  on  down  to  Feather  lUver,  where  I  expected 
••  you  would  have  supplies.*' 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  October,  the  mountain  fever  having 
l^een  broken  on  me  by  the  skill  of  Dr.  Austin,  1  started  back  towards  the 
mountains  with  the  party  under  your  immediate  command,  and  continaed 
with  you  until  the  20th,  on  which  day  you  deemed  it  advisable  to  return 
to  Feather  river  valley,  with  a  small  portion  of  the  provistons,  as  yon 
had  satisfactorily  learned  where  the  rear  of  the  emigration  was.     I  left 

!rou  with  thirty-five  wagon,  pack  and  riding^  animals,  two  wagons 
oaded  with  provisions,  and  fifteen  beef-cattle.  The  next  day  I  met 
Todd's  party  returning  from  the  mountains  with  eleven  riding  and  pack 
animals,  and  ordered  him  to  join  my  party.  We  entered  Pitt  river 
valley  that  evening,  and  being  perfectly  advised  as  to  the  whereabouts 
of  the  rear  wagons,  issued  my  supplies  less  sparingly  to  the  few  trains  I 
met.  The  night  of  the  21st,  the  Indians  made  several  attempts  to  drive 
ofi*  our  stock,  but  we  were  too  strong  and  too  vigilant  for  them.  The 
next  morning,  however,  when  we  got  ready  to  start,  the  valley  and  bill- 
side  were  covered  with  them,  and  I  was  forced  to  send  ahead  a  small 
Sarty  to  drive  them  from  the  brush  which  lines  the  stream,  to  keep  them 
om  shooting  arrows  into  my  cattle.  At  12  A.  Af.  (22d)  reached  a 
point  on  the  river  which  I  knew  afforded  excellent  grass,  and  from 
which  it  would  be  difficult  for  Indians  to  drive  off  our  stock.  In  one 
day  I  expected  the  rear  would  be  down  to  this  point,  and  I  could  start 
back,  but  before  dark  a  ccMnpany  of  packers  came  in  from  the  **  [^ 
Louis  Train,**  and  brought  me  a  note  stating  that  all  their  cattle  had 
been  stolen  by  the  Indians,'  and  that  they  were  In  great  distress,  ahbougfa 
progressing  slowly  towards  the  settlement  If  you  recollect,  I  expressed 
to  you  my  fears  that  the  rear  woold  lose  their  stock,  but  I  ncTer  ex- 
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Gcted  that  in  a  company  of  thirty-two  able-bodied  men,  a  guard  wonld 
neglected.  Early  the  next  morning,  I  dispatched  five  men  to  hnrry 
them  into  my  camp,  advising  them  by  letter  that  I  had  a  sufficiency  of 
provisions,  and  enough  of  wagon-room,  to  take  in  the  twenty-five  women 
and  children.  The  24th  and  25th  passed  off*  in  waiting  for  their  arrival. 
Early  on  th6  morning  of  the  26th,  so  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to 
distinguish  objects,  a  band  of  Indians  charged  our  camp,  and  although 
fired  upon  by  the  sentinels,  succeeded  in  getting  off*  my  whole  stock  of 
beef'-cattle.  Fortunately,  the  ground  I  had  selected  was  favorable  to 
us,  and  by  mounting  our  animals  without  saddles  or  bridles,  we  recap- 
tured them  in  less  than  half  an  hour.  About  10  o^clock  the  same  morn- 
ing, the  St  Lfoais  family  train  came  in,  and  knowing  that  they  were 
fickle-minded,  I  -ordered  tbe  women,  children,  and  sick  men  to  get  into 
tny  wagons,  with  a  sufficiency  of  bed  clothing,  and  that  the  heads  of 
families  should  make  thiiee  teams  out  of  the  ten  they  brought  in,  and 
start  with  me  at  1  P.  M.  All  agreed  to  it,  but  the  men  quarrelled,  and 
having  the  women  and  children  with  me,  I  did  not  care  how  the  rest 
^ot  along,  well  convinced  they  would  not  stay  far  in  the  rear  of  their 
fhmilies;  and  at  2  P.M.  I  started  my  trains,  and  made  seven  miles 
before  night,  when  I  encamped.  The  emigrant  wagons  all  came  in 
before  ten  o'clock,  and  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  the  Indian  fifes  blazed  U[v 
simultaneously  from  every  elevated  point.  Believing  that  they  intended 
to  make  a  grand  and  last  effort  to  drive  off*  our  stock  ami  thnt  of  the 
emigrants,  and  seeing  them  plainly  around  the  nearest  fire  to  as,  I  sent 
out  a  party  to  altack  and  drive  them  offl  The  party  t  placed  under 
the  command  of  an  Oregon  man,  named  Young,  with  instructions  to 
proceed  to  the  rear  of  their  camp  and  charge  it.  The  instructions  were 
carried  out  to  the  letter,  and  about  one  hour  after  this  departure,  the 
report  of  fire-arms  at  the  enemies'  camp  convinced  me  that  he  had  sur- 

Srised  those  who  were  awaiting  the  setting  of  the  moon  to  surprise  us. 
ix  were  killed  dead  at  the  first  fire  of  the  rifies  and  carbines,  and  a 
considerable  number  Wounded  by  the  discharge  of  holster  and  revolving 
pistols.  Those  who  escaped  fled  to  the  other  fires  with  the  news  of 
their  disaster,  and  soon  all  the  hills  were  wrapt  in  a  mantle  of  darkness. 
The  result  was  that  our  camp  and  stock  remained  in  uninterrupted 
quiet  during  the  night,  and  when  we  left  the  next  morning,  the  eye 
sought  in  vain  for  the  forms  of  Indians,  who  had  nev^r  failed  before  to 
show  themselves  to  emigrants  as  they  ascended  out  of  Pitt  river  valley. 
On  the  27th,  I  made  a  march  of  only  15  miles,  disliking  to  leave  even  the 
men  behind  me,  whilst  there  was  a  possibility  of  the  Indians  concentra- 
ting. The  morning  of  the  29th.  however,  after  Urging  the  men  to  aban- 
don their  teams,  without  success,  I  told  them  that  I  should  move  on  with 
the  women  and  children,  as  fast  as  my  mutes  could  travel.  A  few  took 
my  advice,  and  two  or  three  wagons  were  left  behind,  but  a  majority 
seemed  determined  to  get  in,  with  mining  tools,  cooking  utensils,  bedb 
&c.,  or  die  with  their  wagons.  On  the  30th  it  clouded  up  and  snowed, 
ahead,  and  in  rear  of  us;  that  night  it  rained,  and  at  4,  A.  M.,  on  the 
SIst,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  north,  and  suddenly  back  again  to  the  south, 
which  latter  point  it  had  no  sooner  regained,  than  the  snow  began  to  fall 
in  heavy  flakes.  At  daylight  on  the  31st,  all  the  grass  in  the  valley 
was  covered  with  snow,  and  the  animals  being  unable  to  feed,  I  had 
them  airhitched  up,  and  started  as  soon  as  possible.    For  the  first  time, 
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some  of  the  inactive  emigrants  began  to  fear  and  to  feel  that  there  was 
danger,  and  the  change  in  their  conduct  was  palpable  enough ;  two  or 
three  abandoned  their  teams,  and  others  hitched  up,  with  an  alacrity 
unprecedented.  During  the  day  of  the  31st,  the  snow  continued  to  fall, 
and  at  times  with  such  fury,  as  almost  to  blind  us,  and  for  fear  of  a  heavy 
storm  I  kept  the  men  and  provisions  in  rear  of  the  family  wagons.  The 
road  getting  heavy  towards  noon,  I  was  forced  to  stop  earlier  than  I  con- 
tern  plated  when  setting  out«  though  fortunately  in  good  grass.  The 
snow  continued  to  fall  during  the  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  first 
of  November,  it  was  impossible  to  see  a  spear  of  grass.  I  hurried  off  as 
quick  as  we  could  see  to  hitch  the  mules  in,  and  on  reaching  the  East 
Spring  Feather  River,  the  snow  having  melted  somewhat,  I  unhitched 
and  unpacked  the  mules,  and  drove  them  off  to  where  I  knew  the  grass 
was  too  high  to  be  covered.  It  cleared  up  in  the  afternoon  and  I  had 
hoped  that  the  storm  had  passed  over,  but  the  next  morning  at  4  o'clock 
it  was  coming  down  heavier  them  ever. 

So  soon  as  we  could  see^  we  gathered  up  our  animals  and  reached  the 
wagons,  where  I  found  all  the  rear  ot  the  emigration  with  Gene- 
ral Wilson,  family,  and  escort  up  there.  As  soon  as  I  could  have  the 
harness  cleared  of  the  snow,  the  males  were  harnessed  up,  and  the  fanoi- 
lies  started,  the  drivers  having  directions  not  to  stop  till  they  reached 
Feather  river  valley.'  After  starting  the  wagons,  I  urged  the  emigrants 
to  move  on,  and  also  Gen.  Wilson.  To  the  General  I  gave  two  mules  to 
haul  on  his  family  carriage,  and  argued  the  propriety  of  his  abandoning 
his  wagons,  and  packing  his  mules  lightly.  He  did  not  agree  with  me, 
and  that  night  he  lost  all  his  mules  in  the  storm,  whilsfmine  were  safely 
sheltered  in  the  valley. 

On  the  3d  I  laid  by  in  the  valley  to  make  arrangements  to  get  away 
every  body  with  me,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  having  dismounted 
all  of  my  party,  I  had  the  mules  hitched  on  to  four  wagons,  and  all  the 
healthy  women  mounted  on  mules,  and  started.  During  that  day,  I 
made  arrangements  to  take  on  three  other  families  which  I  found  at  the 
crossing  of  the  river,  and  thus  left  Feather  river  valley,  with  every  wo- 
man, child,  and  sick  man.  There,  unfortunately,  our  wagons  were  too 
heavily  laden,  and  at  noon,  the  snow  having  melted  considerably,  and 
the  wagon  wheels  sinking  deeply  into  the  earth,  the  mules  showed  evi- 
dent signs  of  weakness,  and  before  night  one  team  gave  out,  and  with 
the  utmost  difSculty  was  driven  into  camp.  At  dark  the  wind  shifted  to 
the  north,  and  had  not  a  large  fire  been  kindled  around  the  animals,  few 
would  have  survived  the  night.  The  snow  fell  during  the  whole  night, 
and  the  next  morning  (25th)  I  was  compelled  to  abandon  a  wagon,  pat 
more  of  the  women  on  mules,  and  by  increasing  the  other  teams,  moved 
off  quite  lively,  though  in  crossing  Deer  Creek  valley  it  became  so  boggy» 
that  had  not  the  men  of  our  party  worked  with  the  mules  in  pushing  and 
pulling  the  wagons,  not  one  could  have  ascended  the  hills  ;  as  it  was, 
wc  only  got  four  miles  this  side  of  the  valley  where  I  encamped,  deter- 
mined that  on  to-morrow  I  would  drive  the  wagons  as  near  the  settle- 
ments as  possible ;  but  when  daylight  came  the  next  morniujg,  I  found 
that  eight  or  ten  of  the  best  wagon  mules  were  dead,  and  that  others,  as 
they  were  brought  out  from  the  centre  of  the  herd,  would  occasionallv 
drop  down  with  numbness.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  could  not  think 
of  moving  a  wagon,  so  I  ordered  the  men  to  put  all  the  saddles  in  the 
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damp  OB  the  animalsy  and  called  on  all  who  were  able  to  ride,  to  mount 
and  start  for  the  settlements.  I  left  all  of  my  provisions  at  the  camp 
with  the  sick,  (and  set  men  to  attend  on  them,)  with  the  exceptions  of 
one  beef,  a  sack  of  bread,  and  a  few  pounds  oi*  ba^on.  After  making 
eight  or  ten  miles  towards  the  settlements,  the  storm  increased,  and  the 
snow  became  so  deep  that  I  was  convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  the 
women  and  children  standing  the  trip  in ;  so,  finding  a  few  abandoned 
tents  and  empty  wagons,  I  ordered  a  halt,  deposited  them  and  their  bed- 
elothing,  took  off  all  the  provisions  from  the  mules,  killed  the  last  beef^ 
built  them  large  fires,  and  leaving  one  of  the  men  to  attend  on  them,  bid 
them  be  of  good  cheer  till  I  sent  back  from  the  settlements.  We  started 
then  to  get  in  as  soon  as  possible ;  six  young  women  accompanying  us 
on  mule-back,  and  in  three  hours  we  were  out  of  all  traces  ol'snow,  but 
as  night  set  in,  it  was  accompanied  by  a  heavy  rain  storm,  which  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  keep  our  mules  in  the  road,  and  we  were 
forced  to  stop,  without  shelter  for  the  females  until  daylight,  when  we 
again  started,  and  continued  our  march  until  late  at  night,  when  we 
reached  the  settlements.  Cold  and  worn  out  as  the  party  was,  1  gave 
diem  no  rest,  but  went  to  work  at  once  to  procure  provisions  and  ani* 
mals  to  send  back. 

In  getting  provisions  and  forage  I  was  very  fortunate,  but  not  so  with 
beef.  Cattle  with  oxen  and  mules  for  the  sleigh  were  so  high,  that  the 
stock  could  not  be  driven  from  the  range,  and  it  was  not  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  12th  that  I  succeeded  in  getting  any  oxen,  and  then  only  by 
going  after  them  myself.  On  the  moniing  of  the  13th  I  started  Mr. 
Todd^  with  five  men  and  a  wagon-master  to  bring  in  those  whom  I  had 
left  in  the  snow.  I  gave  him  14  head  of  oxen,  24  riding  and  pack  mules, 
and  what  I  thought  enough  provisions  to  last  his  party  and  the  emigrants 
ten  days.  I  accompanied  the  party  over  the  most  diflSicult  part  of  the 
road,  and  deeming  it  impracticable  for  wagons,  ordered  him,  when  he 
had  brought  the  families  out  of  the  f*egion  of  snow,  and  within  striking 
distance  of  the  settlements,  to  kUj  his  oxen  for  beef,  leave  it  with  the 
emigrants,  and  come  in  himself  with  the  mules.  I  also  addressed  by 
him  a  circular  to  those  emigrants  on  the  valley  slope  of  the  mountains, 
who  were  out  of  all  danger  of  snow,  telling  them  that  I  had  only  sent 
back  enough  supplies  to  bring  in  those  from  the  snow,  and  that  if  they 
were  awaiting  relief,  they  hs^  better  move  in  at  once,  as  my  construc- 
tion of  General  Smith's  instructions  did  not  warrant  me  in  assisting 
thenL 

From  the  13th  to  the  18th,  the  time  was  spent  in  hunting  up  our 
mules  on  Deer  Creek,  and  Sacramento.  On  the  evening  of  the  last- 
named  day^  I  received  further  instructions  from  you  by  the  hands  of  Mr« 
Chadwick.  Their  principal  purport  was  to  bring  the  people  out  of  the 
region  of  snow.  Notwithstanding  I  was  satisfied  that  what  I  had  sent 
out  by  Mr.  Todd  would  accompli^  the  object,  I  immediately  set  to  work, 
purchased  a  lot  of  flour,  pork,  and  wheat,  and  a  few  head  of  gentle  beef 
cattle,  with  a  view  of  starting  out  on  the  20th,  but  the  streams  were  so 
Swollen  I  could  not  cross  them.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  having 
spent  the  greater  part  of  the  previous  night  in  rafting  the  supplies  over, 
I  again  left  the  settlements,  with  about  400  lbs  of  flour,  150  lbs  of  pork, 
5000  lbs  of  beef  on  the  hoof,  24  bushels  of  wheat,  and  a  pack  train  of 
17  mules  and  horses.    The  road  was  so  boggy,  that  it  took  me  until  the 
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night  of  the  23d,  to  make  the  18  miles  oamp.  At  that  place,  finjiiigthit  I 
was  within  5  or  6  miles  of  Todd's  party,  who  had  with  them  all  the  ft^ 
milies,  and  sick  men,  I  left  the  next  morning  all  of  my  provisions  at 
the  camp,  and  with  the  males  loose,  drove  to  the  Steep  Hollow,  where  I 
found  the  oxen  already  hitched  up  for  a  start  In  a  few  moments  we 
started,  and  before  night  reached  the  point  where  I  left  the  provisioBS  in 
the  morning. 

I  was  surprised  to  find  what  a  beneficial  effect  the  circular  I  had  sent  to 
the  emigrants  had  upon  them.  There  was  scarce  a  tent  or  wagon  to  be 
found  on  the  rotd,  which  ten  dnys  before  was  literally  lined  with  them. 
The  few  persons  in  the  hilU  had  determined  to  stay  nntil  they  eoold  get 
their  wagons  in,  as  they  were  satisfied  no  shelter  could  be  obtained  at 
Lassen's.  Game  was  abundant  all  around  them,  and  they  were  probaUj 
better  off*  there,  until  the  roads  dry  up. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  being  within  7  miles  of  the  valley  with 
two  wagons,  and  it  being  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  they  could  be 
taken  in  the  next  day^  a  man  from  St.  Louis,  by  the  name  of  Mara, 
who  had  been  on  our  hands  with  a  large  fiBtmily  for  more  than  a  month, 
desired  me  to  leave  him  in  the  game  region,  and  as  he  occupied  a  v^le 
wagon,  with  his  family  and  effects^  I  left  him  the  wagon  for  shelter, 
and  all  the  provisions  on  hand.  The  next  day  I  got  itito  Davis*  Raocho, 
virith  the  rest  of  the  families,  where  I  was  agreeably  disappointed  ia 
meeting  you, — and  from  which  time  my  report  proper  will  close. 

Such  are  the  incidents  I  deemed  necessary  to  furnish  you,  of  the  ope^ 
ations  of  my  party  from  the  15th  of  September,  to  27th  November,  bat 
I  must  take  occasion  to  remark  that  had  the  men  of  the  rear  emigratioK 
thought  less  of  their  property,  and  more  of  the  lives  of  their  families,  I 
could  have  brought  them  all  to  the  valley  before  the  storm ;  eVen  the 
**  St.  Louis  train,"  the  rear  of  all,  could  have  been  out  of  the  region  of 
snow,  had  not  the  disposition  to  hold  on  to  everjrthing  taking  such  ab- 
solute possession  of  them.  I  am  now  well  convinced  that  had  there 
been  no  relief  party,  and  some  one  out  of  their  train  to  assume  command 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  that  most  of  them  would  have  perished  in 
the  snow. 

On  arriving  with  the  first  emigrants  into  the  settlements,  I  purchased 
provisions,  and  subsisted  those  who  were  entirely  destitute,  until  I 
CNrought  the  last  ones  in.  Other  destitute  persons  I  also  subsisted  nntil 
your  arrival. 

In  conclusion  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  men  of  my  party,  omit  to  men- 
tion to  you  their  good  conduct,  in  our  most  trying  scenes.  They  did 
everything  that  men  could  do  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  family 
train ;  and  although  not  one  of  the  party  had  a  dry  blanket,  or  dry 
clothes  for  half  a  month,  there  was  no  complaint,  but  the  harder  the  8e^ 
vice,  the  greater  the  exertion.  At  every  river  or  slough  they  stood 
ready  to  wade  over,  with  the  women  and  children  in  their  arms ;  and 
even  after  reaching- the  settlements,  many  of  them  took  the  money  oot 
of  their  own  purses,  and  gave  to  the  destitute. 

In  an  accompanying  paper  you  will  find  a  list  of  the  provisions  issoed, 
and  the  persons  who  received  them,  and  also  a  list  of  the  animab 
loaned.  Respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  PEOPLES. 

Brevt.  Major  D.  H.  Rucub, 
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Ccmp  at  Darieff  Nmj.  20th. 
Major  D.  H.  Rcjoker, 

Sib  :  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth.  Wo 
were  detained  one'^day  at  Potter's  by  high  water.  The  cattle  you  in* 
stmcted  me  to  purchase  at  Bute  Creek  had  been  sold.  Neal  had  four  yoke, 
but  his  price  was  so  high,  $350, 1  thought  we  could  not  worst  ourselves 
at  Lawson's.  As  soon  as  I  arrived,  Mr.  Peoples  went  to  work  to  gather 
our  animals,  Davis  and  Lawson  agreeing  to  furnish  fat  cattle ;  thej 
have  been  very  slow,  but  we  have  procured  two  yoke.  Mr.  Carter  has 
just  arrived  expressly  from  Todd,  who  wajs,  when  Carter  left  him  (this 
morning,)  thirty-two  miles  from  this  place  with  the  rear  of  the  emigra- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  one  woman.  Captain  Todd  sent  one  man 
with  two  mules  to  bring  her  in,  and  she  is  now,  no  doubt,  with  Todd. 
We  start  to-morrow  morning  to  meet  Todd  with  the  cattle  and  some 
flour ;  the  articles.  Carter  says,  the  people  are  in  want  of.  We  should 
have  been  off  the  eve  after  my  arrival,  could  we  have  procured  the  cat^ 
tie,  but  we  shall  be  in  ample  time.  Mr.  Peoples  thinks  it  best  to  send 
Mr.  Rogers  with  three  men,  to  the  city.  I  will  stay  with  Mr.  Peoples 
until  he  has  closed  the  whole  business.  We  shall  have  about  four  hun« 
dred  pounds  of  flour,  that  we  shall  divide  among  the  destitute,  of  which 
there  are  many.  I  have  advised  Peoples  to  this  course,  of  which  I  hope 
you  will  approve.  I  do  not  think  that  the  whole  expenditure  will  amount 
to  more  than  five  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Peoples  nad  sent  word  to  the 
emigration  that  they  must  try  and  work  in,  and  it  had  a  most  excellent 
effect,  as  they  lu^ve  tried  to  help  themselves,  and  will  be  in  the  valley 
in  four  days. 

Truly  yours, 

£.  C.  M.  Chadwick. 

Major  D.  H.  Rucker. 


Steep  HoUay;. 

Dear  Major  :  I  have  this  morning  come  up  to  Mr.  Chandler  at  thb 
point ;  his  pack  train  is  20  miles  ahead,  four  packs  of  bread  and  barley, 
and  none  here  to  go  on  and  catch  the  train  again  this  evening.  Three 
of  the  wagons,  with  all  the  supplies  for  the  emigrants,  except  some  six 
sacks  of  bread,  were  obliged  to  oe  abandoned  about  12  miles  this  side  of 
Johnston's.  The  other  wagon  is  now  on  the  hill  near  this  place — provisions 
on  this  route  are  at  this  time  in  abundance^  and  there  is  a  large  train  now 
ahead,  where  they  offer  flour  for  ten  dollars  the  hundred.  A  man  asked 
one  of  Mr.  Chandler^s  men  this  morning,  if  he  knew  where  he  could  sell 
six  hundred  pounds  of  bacon.  A  man  of  the  emigration  told  Mr.  Chand- 
ler this  morning,  that  he  had  seen  a  man  yesterday  in  Bear  Valley,  who 
had  gone  over  the  mountains  on  this  route,  to  relieve  some  friends  whom 
he  found  had  taken  the  other  route  ;  that  on  learning  this  fact,  he  had 
oflTered  his  provisions,  (flour,  bacon,  dec.,)  at  20  and  25  cents  per  pound, 
and  could  not  dispose  of  it,  that  the  emigrants  all  said  they  had  plenty, 
to  whom  he  applied.  The  wants  of  the  emigrants  on  this  route  seems 
to  be  principally,  if  not  enrircfy,  in  transportation.  Mr.  Chandler  and 
myself  concur  tn  opinion  on  this  last  and  important  fact.  In  case  it  be 
advisable,  I  think  I  can  exchange  the  provisions  in  the  wagons  for  pro- 
visions now  ahead  and  cacheing,  or  using  the  same  profit,  both  parties. 
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There  is  no  grass  on  the  road.  If  you  think  best,  you  of  course  can  take 
up  the  three  wagons,  and  if  I  do  exchange  them,  I  will  make  an  arrange- 
ment to  pay  a  reasonable  market  value  for  the  provisions  on  ahead 
from  Johnston's.  I  have  only  passed  about  25  wagops,  but  there  are,  I 
believe,  many  near  the  road,  but  out  of  sight  from  it.     Mr.  Chandler  re- 

auests  me  to  say*  that  in  leaving  his  wagons,  he  intended  to  return  for 
ie  provisions,  nut  finds  his  mules  so  weak  that  he  is  unable  to  do  so, 
and  have  them  worth  anything  on  the  return-route.  Several  mules  of 
his  party  gave  out  yesterday; — both  of  my  men  had  to  stop  yesterday, 
sick  and  unable  to  go  on ;  I  have  procured  two  others  in  their  place. 
I  write  under  a  broiling  sun,  and  a  stone  for  a  table,  so  excuse,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

KILBURN. 


Near  Johnston's  Ranchof  Oct.  7th,  1849. 
E.  C.  Mabch,  Esq., 

Dear  Sni :  Kilburn  and  Chandler  have  forsaken  the  Truckey  river 
route,  and  as  I  was  ordered  to  co-operate  with  them,  I  have  taken  the 
responsibility  of  bringing  the  stock  back  to  this  point,  and  shall  in  one 
hour  strike  across  for  the  Carson  river  route  ;  by  so  doing,  I  save  some 
50  miles.  I  can  meet  Kilburn  and  Chandler  who  have  gone  on  that 
route,  but  could  never  have  come  near  them  on  the  other,  in  fact  I  could 
never  have  got  my  stock  over  the  mountains  twice,  had  I  attempted  to 
follow  them.  The  best  information  obtained  by  me  from  all  qu<irters, 
and  the  fact  that  the  parties  in  advance  of  me  have  gone  to  the  Carson 
river  route,  has  induced  me  to  strike  for  that  route,  being  satisfied  that 
this  road  is  nearly  deserted,  those  who  are  upon  it  being  as  far  as  Bear 
Valley,  and  entirely  out  of  danger. 

Had  there  been  any  one  to  report  to  at  the  city,  I  should  have  re- 
turned  and  turned  in  the  stock,  or  awaited  fhrther  orders — as  it  is,  know- 
ing the  stock  was  brought  for  the  relief  of  the  emigrants,  I  can,  under 
the  circumstances,  do  more  service  by  pursuing  the  course  above  indi- 
cated, than  in  any  other  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R  FOREMAN. 


Four  miles  beyond  Bear  Valley,  Sept.  28, 1849. 
Dear  Maior  :  Mr.  Chandler's  packs  are  just  arriving  in  this  camp. 
Mine  are  now  ahead  some  twelve  miles.  Dr.  White,  who  is  the  bearer 
of  this,  will  convey  to  you  all  the  remaining  facts  in  regard  to  emigre^ 
tion  on  this  route.  On  a  consultation  with  him  and  Mr.  Chandler,  and 
knowing  our  utter  uselessness  on  this  route,  I  have  determined  to  keep 
in  this  route  until  I  pass  the  mountains,  and  then,  turning  to  the  right, 
strke  the  Carson  river  route,  where  all  tell  me  our  transportation  and 
cattle  are  very  much  needed.  Your  instructions  to  me  and  Mr.  Chandler 
require  us  to  proceed  on  this  route,  to  the  rear  of  the  emigrants  on  this 
route,  and  assisting  them  all  that  is  possible,  return  back.  As  we  can  gain 
the  Carson  route,  they  tell  me,  in  six  days  from  this  camp,  and  to  reach 
this  same  point  by  returning  via  Johnston's  would  require  aboat  seven* 
teen  days,  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  my  decision.    The  responsibili^^ 
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I  mm  aware,  la  great ;  but  as  this  matter  was  dieeossed  before  my  <jto^ 
partnre  from  Sacramento,  and  you  gave  me  partial  aathority  to  change, 
I  hope  the  now  intended  destination  of  the  trains  will  be  approved  by 
yon.  The  rations  in  the  wagons,  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  are  not 
needed  on  this  route.  I  would  endeavor  still  to  get  them,  and  carry 
them  on,  but  the  mules  are  unable  to  do  so  and  be  (it  for  use  where 
wanted.  There  is  but  one  train  now  ahead  of  us  on  this  route,  that  I 
can  hear  of.  Mr.  Chandler  is  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself  as  regards 
the  change  of  our  route.  Many  mules  were  abandoned  by  him  this 
morning,  as  unable  to  go  and  return  over  the  mountains. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

C.  L.  KILBURN. 


Nyer  Rancko,  September  28d,  1849. 
Drar  Maj(»  :  I  arrived  here  this  morning.  On  arriving  at  Johnston's 
ranch  yesterday,  I  found  that  this  ranch  was  off  the  road  fifteen  miles, 
and  that  the  cattle  would  have  to  return  to  the  main  road  again  from 
here.  As  this  would  be  the  case,  I  left  a  note  for  Mr.  Chandler,  saying 
that  I  would  come  over  here  and  get  the  cattle,  and  bring  them  fifteen 
miles  on  the  road  beyond  Johnston's,  at  which  point  I  calculated  wo 
should  meet,  and  he  was  to  take  them  up  after  my  arrival  here.  Your 
corporal  came  in,  and  said  Mr.  Chandler  had  paissed  Johnston's  ranch 
this  morning,  and  expected  me  to  have  the  cattle  brought  to  him  at 
Steep  Hollow,  which  is  four  days^  march  from  here^  and  the  contract 
was  for  their  delivery  two  days  ahead  only,  and  Mr.  Cooley,  who  is  to 
ftdfil  the  contract  for  Nye  &  Foster,  says  he  can  take  them  no  farther 
than  the  two  days.  This  being  the  case,  it  becomes  impossible  for  me 
to  take  the  cattle,  (I  would  hire,  but  there  is  no  one  to  hire,  particularly 
with  horses,)  as  I  could  not  take  them  alone,  besides  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary,  as  there  will,  I  think,  be  enough  of  provisions  on  this  route, 
particularly  with  the  sixty  work  cattle  which  you  are  now  sending. 
The  remainder  of  the  cattle  contracted  for  can  and  had  better  all  go 
together  on  the  other  trail,  as  there  are  many  more  wagons  on  that 
route  than  on  this  (they  say,  some  two  thousand).  Mr.  Chandler  sent 
me  word  that  if  I  took  men  from  him  to  drive  the  cattle,  it  would  leave 
him  short-handed,  and  desired  me  to  hire  if  possible.  Under  all  these 
circumstances,  and  the  fact  staring  me  in  the  face  that  I  should  proba- 
bly lose  them  in  the  mountains  when  turned  over  to  me  at  the  end  of 
two  days,  if  I  could  not  get  a  sufficiency  of  hands,  I  hope  >ou  will 
approve  my  course.  I  now  will  push  on  and  overtake  Mr.  Ohandler, 
and  help  lum  through  the  mountains. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

C.  L.  KILBURN. 


Sacramento  City,  Qctober  Utf  1840. 
Mt  Dbab  Sot :  Dr.  Worthley,  captain  of  one  of  the  trains  on  Carson 
River  route,  arrived  yesterday  by  express  from  the  suffering  emigrants 
there  to  beg  relief  from  the  citizens  in  this  place,  not  having  been  ap- 
|Hrized  of  the  expedition  in  your  charge. 
.    He  passed  140  wagons  on  Canon  River,  many  of  which  had  returned 
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from  the  Trookey  rovle,  and  says  tliat  many  will  not  be  aUe  to  cross  lk« 
mountains  without  assistance  from  this  side. 

He  found  manv  families  on  foot,  the  mules  and  oxen  having  failed,  or 
been  stolen  and  killed  by  the  Indians. 

Dr.  W«  brings  his  express,  from  Dr«  B.  B.  Brown,  a  distinguished  oiti- 
sen  of  St.  Louis,  and  probably  not  unknown  to  you.  His  family  wen 
with  him  on  foot,  having  lost  all  his  cattle.  He  says,  that  the  emigrants 
are  all  abundantly  supplied  with  prp visions,  and  that*  they  need  nothing 
but  transportation  and  forage,  principally  the  latter,  as  the  supply  of 
grass  has  entirely  given  out. 

CoL  March  considers  it  his  duty  to  inform  you  of  these  circumstances 
by  express,  and  says  that  if  you  concur  with  him  in  opinion,  he  will  en- 
deavor  to  co-operate  with  you  to  the  extent  of  his  ability  in  giving  relief 
to  the  sufferers.  He  is  satisfied  that  nothing  but  animals  and  forage  is 
necessary  to  afford  that  relief,  and  in  that  view  proposes  to  send  out  at 
once  50  pack  mules,  or  less,  accompanied  by  one  or  two  wagons  loaded 
with  barley  exclusively ;  and  that  if  it  meets  with  your  approbation  oar 
Mr.  Harris  shall  take  charge  of  the  train.  Since  your  departure,  ffioi 
^lules,  suitable  for  this  purpose^  have  become  abundant,  and  Col.  H. 
•ays  he  can  buy,  load  and  despatch  the  train  for  Carson  river,  inside  of 
forty-eight  hours. 

The  bearer  of  this,  Dr.  Henry  D.  Strattbn,  will  inform  you  more  fully 
in  regard  to  the  objects  of  this  letter ;  he  is  a  gentleman  worthy  of  all 
•onfidence. 

If  you  ^prove  the  views  of  Col.  M.,  relative  to  the  importance  of  ex- 
tending another  branch  to  your  charitable  mission,  you  can  communicate 
with  CoL  March  or  us  by  the  hands  of  Dr.  6.,  who  will  return  imiaa- 
diately,  as  the  friends  of  Dr.  Brown  and  others  are  awaiting  your  reply 
with  anxiety,  intending  to  appeal  to  the  citizens  for  relief  in  case  they 
fail  to  obtain  it  from  the  government.  An  express  has  this  momest 
come  in  from  Capt.  Kilbum,  which  Col.  March  took  the  liberty  to  open* 
Please  find  it  herein. 

We  remain,  very  truly,  y<wir  obedient  servants, 

SMITH,  BENSLEY  &  CO. 

Brvt.  Mitfor.  D.  H.  Ruckbr, 

In  charge  of  Relief  Party  on  the  road. 

P.  S.  Dr.  Brown  estimates  the  whole  number  of  wagons  on  the  Car 
■on  river  route  at  300.  The  gentleman  that  comes  from  him  passed  uf 
above  140. 

S.,  B.  &  CO. 


On  put  River,  Oct.  2lst,  A.  -M. 

Major  :  At  this  point  I  met  Todd'-s  party  and  Mr.  Hicks.  I  was  8U^ 
prised  at  the  appearance  of  Todd,  but  he  stated  that  he  had  given  away 
all  bis  provisions,  and  seen  the  last  of  the  emigration  over  the  mountaiosi 
and  he  thought  he  would  be  of  no  further  service  to  them.  He  left 
the  mountains  on  the  evening  of  the  IGdi,  and  piuBed  not  more  titan  41 
Wagons  on  the  road. 

Fearing  only  that  the  rear  will  be  annoyed  much  by  Indians,  and  tW 
nefiaailifis  may  lose  all  their  oattle,  I  tbo^t  It  best  to  prooeed  np  H^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


river  two  or  three  days*  with  the  wagons  and  beef  cattle,  establish  a 
camp  in  a  secafe  place,  and  take  five  or  six  men,  and  go  myself  some  dis- 
tance up  the  road,  to  be  assured  that  no  one  is  left. 

In  taking  back  tbe  party  of  Todd  with  me,  I  believe  that  tbey  will  be 
necessary,  as  the  Indians  are  fast  forming  combinations  on  the  river.  It 
will,  however,  make  but  a  day  or  two  difference  in  their  pay. 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  H.  PEOPLES. 

By  coming  with  Mr.  Hicks,  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  more  inforniar 
tion,  as  he  has  been  longer  with  Todd.     I  will  be  off  in  half  an  hour. 

J.  H.  P. 

Mr.  Lord  came  down  with  tbe  men,  and  helped  to  stand  guard,  and 
furnished  them  more  provisions. 

As  he  was  riding  one  of  Todd's  own  horses,  I  told  him  to  take  it  down 
to  you  at  Feather  river. 

PEOPLES. 

P.  S.  I  think  you  can  safely  issue  all  your  rations,  and  take  vour 
party  in,  for  if  there  are  not  more  than  40  or  50  wagons,  I  can  have 
enough  to  do  us  in. 

To  packers  and  families,  whom  we  have  refused  on  the  road,  you 
coidd  give  them  something  out  of  your  lot. 

PEOPLES. 


Lawson's  Jiancho^  September  22df  1849. 

Sm:  Up  to  this  morning  I  was  unable  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  sin- 
gle Indian  or  Mexican  Vacquers,  and  in  consequence,  have  employed 
nine  Americans  to  accompany  me.  One  hour  ago,  (near  10  A.  M.,)  I 
sent  off  my  cattle,  and  half  an  hour  later  the  pack-mules. 

Craig  has  been  unwell,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  anything 
about  the  provisions  he  spoke  of,  for  there  is  no  officer  or  soldier  of  the 
army  here.  Unable  as  I  was  then  to  obtain  any  rations  for  the  men  I 
employed,  I  was  forced  to  purchase,  and  as  the  drafts  I  gave  will  tes- 
tify the  amount  I  paid  for  tnem  is  exceedingly  high,  although  folloMring 
in  the  wake  of  Warner's  party,  I  have  not  paid  more  than  $150  per 
month  for  men,  although  tbe  price  for  animals  is  high.  The  surveying 
party  ahead  of  me  have  paid  $800  per  month  for  men,  and  at  a  propor- 
tional rate  for  animals.  Still,  I  have  got  along  better  than  could  have 
been  expected.  I  have  given  drafts  for  about  $4500,  and  if  I  can  get  a 
few  more  horses,  it  will  increase  it  several  hundreds  more,  though  I  am 
fearful  I  cannot  procure  the  animals.  , 

Major,  I  have  not  time  to  write  you  a  long  letter,  or  in  a  humor  to 
pen  you  a  descriptive  one,  for  I  have  been  working  for  two  hours  at  and 
with  a  wild  mule,  and  all  the  skin  is  torn  off  my  hands. 

Tbe  gentlemen  who  will  hand  you  this,  will  furnish  you  with  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  route,  whom  I  have  induced  to  proceed  over  and 
hand  yon  this. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  number  of  families  on  this  road  far  ex- 
oeeds  any^ng  we  thought  of  whilst  below,  and  I  am  almost  induced  to 
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believe  that  the  only  suffering  wiH  be  on  this  ronte^  as  it  is  400  miles 
farther  than  the  other  roads.  1  think,  then,  from  all  I  can  ieam,  Major, 
that  you  had  better  send  more  supplies  on  this  road. 

I  have,  as  I  said,  nine  men  engnged,  but  am  in  t(/o  much  of  a  harry 
to  give  you  their  names.  Major,  for  I  have  been  so  bothered  in  tkiiB 
morning  of  starting. 

I  can  only  add,  that  I  inU  go  according  to  your  directions,  and  to  the 
farthest  wagon  on  the  road,  and  will  do  all  that  I  can  to  carry  oat  yoar 
orders.  Respectfully, 

JNO.  H.  PEOPLES, 

Mr.  J.  H.  Saxton,  the  bearer  of  this,  I  have  directed  to  give  yon  all 
the  information  he  possessed,  and  I  have  promised  him  twenty  dollars 
for  handing  you  this  in  three  days,  including  to-day. 

J]>10.  H.  PEOPLEa 


Davu^  Rancho,  November  12th,  1840. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  I  addressed  you  by  Mr.  Rogers,  I  have  made  every 
exertion  to  get  in  the  fresh  muleS;  but  without  success.  I  have  sent  oat 
Indians,  and  my  own  men  on  foot  and  on  horseback.  Under  the  circam- 
stances  I  thought  it  best  to  purchase  a  few  work  cattle  and  five  or  six 
pack  mules,  and  send  Captain  Todd  with  them  to  the  rear,  where  I  left 
fl^y  wagons.  I  thought  it  best  to  remain  here  myself  until  I  hear  from 
vou.  If,  on  the  receipt  of  a  communication  from  you,  I  am  notautbo^ 
ized  to  make  further  exertions,  I  will  immediately  mount,  and  start  back 
to  bring  in  Captain  Todd, myself.  I  think,  major,  seriously  and  privately, 
that  to  bring  in  all  those  who  have  stayed  behind,  will  be  out  of  the 
question  with  the  means  at  your  disposal.  I  think,  that  with  the  extra 
expenditures  I  have  made  for  cattle  and  provisions,  that  I  can  bring 
those  who  are  in  distress  near  enough  to  the  settlements,  for  the  heads 
of  families  to  come  in  and  purchase  what  is  necessary.  That  is  pro- 
bably as  far,  major,  al  you  can  go,  for  as  I  remarked  before,  to  brin^  iB 
all  who  have  kept  in  the  rear»  will  cost  you  more  than  your  original 
amount.  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Corporal  Gessner,  who  will  bring 
down  the  following  men,  whom  you  can  discharge : — Isaac  Johnson,  Jas. 
Brown,  Ignatius  IVrCallahan,  S.  Mendenhall,  J.  A.  White,  T.  Mularkey, 
William  Kaldoo.  You  have  all  their  names,  and  will  be  able,  by  ^^ 
ference  to  the  list  I  gave  you  on  the  evening  before  we  separated,  to 
distinguish  the  prices  to  be  paid  them.  As  they  were  all  in  need  here, 
major,  I  allowed  them  to  open  an  account  with  Mr.  Davis,  which  I  have 
drawn  for,  and  which  you  will  find  on  the  account  of  each  discharge 
presented  you.  All  of  those  whom  I  engaged,  I  hired  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  month,  and  you  must  discriminate  between  them* 
I  have  sent  back  two  of  those  whom  I  engaged  at  that  price,  whose 
wages  I  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  raising,  because  I  believed  tbcm 
to  be  of  more  value,  than  any  three  of  those  to  whom  you  pay  $200  per 
month.  Two  I  have  also  kept  here  with  me,  two  of  my  ola  men  who* 
wages  I  have  raised  to  the  amount  of  $200  per  month,  rather  than  r^ 
tain  two  of  your  men,  as  I  wished  them  to  nunt  up  animals,  and  they 
are  well  quidified  for  tfiat  purpose 
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I  have  purchased,  major,  seven  yoke  of  cattle,  and  abont  9500  worth 
of  provisions,  which  I  have  drawn  on  you  for. 
The  whole  amount  will  be  less  than  three  thousand  dollars. 

RespectfiiUy, 

JOHN  H.  PEOPLES. 

P.  S» — ^To  Corporal  Gessner  and  Mr.  Todd  I  am  deeply  indebted,  for 
they  have  rendered  me  infinite  service,  the^  whole  of  which  I  am  willing 
to  refer  to  Corporal  Gessner. 

I  have  bought  seven  yoke  of  cattle,  at  $200  per  yoke,  and  about  six 
pack  mules,  at  $150  each,  and  about  $600  worth  of  provisions. 

J.  H-  PEOPLEa 


October  22d,  2  P.  M. 

MAxm:  Mr.  Camp,  the  bearer  of  this,  crossed  the  mountains  on  the 
15th.  He  says  that  there  were  but  four  wagons  beyond  the  summit  on 
that  day.  On  the  16th,  Todd's  party  was  to  start  back  with  the  rear. 
He  had  killed  all  but  one  cow,  and  had  exchanged  some  beef  for  flour, 
bacon,  rice,  &c.,  which  he  was  issuing  to  the  needy.  For  fear  of  ac- 
cident he  had  sent  a  man  ahead  to  look  out  for  wagons.  I  will  not,  I 
think,  go  more  than  two  days  on  Pitt  river,  but  I  will  be  assured  where 
the  rear  is  before  returning. 

Mr.  Camp  will  give  you  all  the  information  in  his  power. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  PEOPLES. 


October  24^,  5  P.  M. 

Major  :  I  sent  a  party  yesterday  to  the  St.  Louis  train.  It  was  within 
25  miles  of  mo  last  night,  and  will  be  in  to-morrow,  so  that  the  day  after 
I  will  start  back.  There  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  White,  who  refused 
to  leave  with  them.  He  was  picking  up  everything  that  was  thrown 
away,  and  having  with  him  two  years*  provisions,  will  probably  stay  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  establish  a  ranch.  Of  course  I  shall  pav 
no  attention  to  him.  There  are  with  me  now  10  family  wagons,  which 
with  those  that  will  come  up  to-morrow,  will  be  able  to  make  headway 
against  all  the  combined  Indians. 

The  government  party  from  fort  Leavenworth  to  Oregon  were  trjring 
to  get  volunteers  to  help  to  recapture  their  lost  animals ;  but  the  emi- 
grants preferred  moving  down. 

Make  yourself  easy,  major,  on  our  account,  and  act  as  though  you  had 
the  last  of  the  emigration  with  you. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  PEOPLES. 

P.  S. — ^I  keep  all  the  men  on  guard,  day  and  night,  and  I  think  the 
red-skins  will  make  nothing  off  of  me. 
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FaurUm  miles  up  PUt  Bwer,  OcL  2»d. 

Major  :  As  I  expected,  the  Indians  swept  the  eattle  off  the  rear,  and 
the  emigrants  are  in  a  devil  of  a  fix.  On  the  night  of  the  10th,  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  injunctions  of  Todd,  the  Indians  came  into  a  sleepy 
camp,  and  drove  off  all  the  cattle.  I  have  a  letter  addressed  to  C^n.  Smith 
from,  them,  and  signed  by  29  persons,  requesting  aid  in  provisions  and 
teams ;  I  would  send  you  the  letter,  but  I  deem  it.  of  much  importance 
to  you,  and  fear  it  may  be  lost  1  am  now  satisfied  of  being  near  the 
rear,  and  will  go,  or  send  a  party  to-morrow  morning,  to  bring  them  to 
my  camp,  where  I  am  recruiting,  which  I  think  they  wil  reach  ibe  next 
night. 

There  are,  the  letter  fi&ys,  25  women  and  children.  Those  I  have  de- 
termined to  put  in  the  two  wagons,  pack  the  mules  with  jwovisions^  and 
hurry  in  after,  sending  all  their  men^fcdks  ahead  on  foot. 

I  still  think  what  provisions  I  have  will  suffice  to  bring  all  into  the 
valley,  and  would  advise  you  to  issue  all  you  have  in  Feather  River 
Valley. 

Gentlemen  who  left  the  mountains  on  foot  on  the  20th,  advise  me  of  a 
party  of  U.  S.  soldiers,  or  hired  men,  who  came  in  the  valley  this  side  the 
mountains  on  the  19th,  who  also  lost  most  of  their  animals. 

They  were  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  bound  for  Oregon  by  this  route* 
They  stated  that  they  met  no  emigrant  wagons  the  other  side  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada. 

The  person  who  will  hand  yon  this  can  give  you  more  particulars. 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  H.  PEOPLES. 

Major  D.  H.  Rucksb. 


Near  Head  of  Feather  Biver,  Sep.  2btK  1849. 
Major  RucKBK, 
Dbab  Sni :  Thus  far  have  I  progressed,  and  with  considerable  difficulty. 
The  road  is  rough  in  the  extreme,  leading  for  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  way  over  a  ridge  with  two  deep  Gallon,  one  on  either  side.  It 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have  driven  beef  cattle  along  in  an  ordinary 
time,  but  where  one  hundred  wagons,  with  numerous  loose  cattle  are* 
it  is  almost  an  impossibility ;  and  the  result,  up  to  this  time  is,  the  com- 
plete knocking  up  of  our  best  riding  animals,  and  the  loss  of  several  cat- 
tle. Notwithstanding,  I  have  kept  the  best  and  greater  portion  of 
the  men  with  me  to  drive  the  cattle ;  seven  or  eight  have  been  lost  by 
breaking  to  the  right  and  left  when  meeting  trains,  and  the  impossibility 
of  getting  them  back  to  the  road  in  consequence  of  three  or  four  all  break- 
ing off  in  different  directions.  I  run  one  myself  for  more  than  two  miles 
before  I  could  overtake  it,  in  consequence  of  the  roughness  of  the 
ground,  and  then  was  forced  to  shoot  it,  because  I  could  not  drive  it 
back ;  such  was  the  case  with  several  others,  but  the  beef  was  not  lost 
to  emigrants,  though  it  was  to  us,  as  it  was  generally  given  to  footmen 
and  packers,  from  whom  the  amount  taken  was  so  small,  that  I  did  not 
deem  a  receipt  from  such  necessary  to  you.  Three  or  four  other  cowb 
have  given  out  from  their  being  too  fal^  and  their  tallow  melting  by  the 
road.    These  I  had  carefully  dressed,  and  hung  up  for  the  emigrants. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


lafi  [52] 

telling  all  I  met  to  cut  off  what  would  do  them  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
have  here,  now,  but  thirteen  head,  and  I  started  with  thirty,  having  pur* 
chased  four  gentle  oxen,  and  having  a  calf  thrown  in  with  the  twenty- 
five  head  first  purchased.  If  I  continue  to  meet  as  many  trains,  and 
have  as  much  difficulty  to-morrow  as  I  have  had,  I  will  stop,  kill,  and 
jerk  every  one  of  them,  and  pack  them  on  the  mules  and  rioing  horses. 
In  that  event  I  will  leave  the  megor  part  of  those  with  me  on  the  head 
of  Pitt  River,  and  pack  the  others  to  the  rear  of  the  emigration. 

The  stories  are  still  so  conflicting,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  judge 
of  the  number  of  wagons  on  the  road ;  some  will  say  4,000  wagons,  and 
others  1,500 ;  some  say  there  will  be  much  suffering,  and  others  that 
there  wUl  be  none.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  footmen,  I  have  met 
none  in  iU>solute  want  Many  have  abandoned  their  wagons  back,  and 
are  flocking  in. 

I  left  Craig  sick  at  Lawson^  to  follow  me,  but  I  do  not  think  he  will 
be  able  to  come.  He  has  a  horse,  and  I  requested  him  to  get  two  others 
which  stampeded,  and  went  down  to  the  Rancho  from  which  I  brought 
them.  He  will  bring  them  down  to  you  in  a  few  days,  I  think,  if  he  has 
not  already  arrived. 

The  bearer  of  this,  Robert  Martin,  I  hired  on  the  18th  instant,  but  have 
too  many  men  for  the  number  of  cattle  now  on  hand  ;  you  can  either 
retain  him  in  your  service,  or  pay  him  off  up  to  the  dav  of  his  arrival 
in  Sacramento  City.  He  is  a  good  and  willing  boy,  I  think ;  his  salary 
is  $150  per  month. 

I  was  so  fatigued,  worried  and  excited  on  the  morning  I  wrote  to  you 
from  Lawson^s,  that  I  do  not  know  whether  I  wrote  everything  I  should 
have  done.  I  had  been  chasing  cattle  over  the  prairies,  hunting  up 
mules  and  horses,  and  otherwise  perplexed  so  much  that  I  fear  an  apol- 
ogy is  necessary  for  the  hurried  and  unconnected  manner  in  which  it 
was  prepared ;  however,  I  think  Craig  will  give  you  everything  in  de- 
tail. 

Colonel  Casey  has  no  provisions  he  will  spare  until  he  hears  from 
Captain  Warner.  At  liis  (Casey's)  camp,  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
are  down  with  the  fever. 

Major — I  will  push  on,  and  do  all  I  can ;  and  in  conclusion,  let  me 
advise  you  to  send  no  more  live  cattle  on  this  route,  should  you  decide 
that  more  provisions  are  necessary. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  PEOPLES. 

DCT*  Martin  has  a  mule  he  will  turn  over  to  you. 

I  have  to  write  on  my  knees. 


Dams'  BanchOf  November  9tk,  1840. 
Sim :  On  the  25th  ult,  I  left  Pitt  River  with  all  the  families  of  the 
St.  Louis  train  in  my  wagons,  with  an  abundance  of  provisions,  to  bring 
Uiem  into  the  settlements  in  an  ordinary  time,  and  the  bed-clothing  ^ 
the  families  on  all  the  extra  mules  which  had  no  provisions  on  them. 
In  this  way>  I  succeeded  in  fairiy  driving  the  rear  of  the  emigration  to 
the  valley  of  the  Sunken  river,  (where  we  halted  for  a  da^  in  going  up) ; 
at  that  place  we  encamped  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  which  set  in  with 
a  drizzhng  rain.    Although  I  had  all  the  families  with  me,  and  feeding 
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them  from  my. supply  of  provisions,  the  heads  of  them  persisted  in  drir« 
ing  along  their  broken  down  teams,  the  wagons  loaded  from  the  bed  to 
the  top  of  the  bows ;  no  argument  of  mine  could  induce  them  to  aban- 
don a  thing,  and  they  would  drive  their  poor  oxen  till  12  o'clock  at 
night  to  catch  up  with  my  train.  On  the  night  of  the  30th  three  or  four 
failed  to  make  camp,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3 1st,  the  ground  being 
covered  with  snow,  I  started  off  without  regard  to  them.  On  that  day 
the  snow  fell  in  heavy  flakes,  and  the  storm  continued  with  such  fury, 
that  I  was  only  enabled  to  make  the  first  camp  where  I  met  you  ;  all 
night,  too,  the  storm  continued,  and  when  morning  broke  forth  every 
spire  of  grass  was  covered.  I  saw  at  once,  that  if  my  animals  were  not 
quickly  hitched  up  they  would  freeze,  ana  without  waiting  for  break- 
fast, I  started  off  the  wagons,  pack  mules  and  beef  cattle,  and  urged 
upon  the  owners  of  the  ox  teams  to  do  the  same,  but  some  of  them  were 
foolish  enough  to  remain  therb.  At  noon  I  reached  the  Lake  or  east 
branch  of  Feather  river,  and  the  snow  having  melted  considerably,  I 
unhitched  the  mules  and  had  them  driven  at  once  to  good  grass,  some 
distance  left  of  the  road.  The  next  morning  the  storm  was  raging  and 
the  snow  deeper  on  the  ground  than  ever,  I  of  course  hurried  the  mules 
up  to  the  wagons  and  had  them  started  at  once^  telling  the  drivers  not 
to  stop  till  they  got  into  Feather  river  valley.  I  found  that  all  the 
wagons  which  had  not  been  abanrdoned  had  come  up,  and  also  Gen. 
Wilson,  the  Indian  agent,  his  family  and  an  escort.  The  general  had 
lost  nearly  all  his  mules  in  the  valley  of  the  Nevada,  and  those  he  bad 
could  hardly  stand  up ;  I  turned  over  to  him  two  mules  to  haul  the  car- 
riage containing  his  family,  and  urged  him  to  leave  his  wagons  and 
pack  his  mules  so  as  to  get  them  into  the  valley.  At  three  P.  M.,  my 
wagons  reached  the  valley  and  remained  the  next  day.  On  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  4th  I  started  with  all  the  women,  children  and  helpless  men 
in  the  valley,  and  intended  to  reach  Deer  Creek  that  night,  but  before 
getting  into  the  first  hill,  my  animals  in  the  wagons  began  to  fag,  and 
before  ascending  the  first  raise,  one  team  was  completely  knocked  up, 
and  I  was  forced  to  encamp  a  mile  this  side  of  Bute  Creek  for  them  to 
come  up.  Here  it  snowed  all  night,  and  the  next  day  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  we  could  get  over  Deer  Creek  valley.  Every  man 
was  on  foot,  including  myself,  and  have  been  since  our  departure  from 
Feather  river,  and  not  only  the  animals  in  use,  but  every  man  pushing 
against  the  hinder  parts  of  the  wagons.  In  that  way,  a  few  hours  be- 
fore night  set  in  on  the  5th,  we  ascended  the  big  hill  this  side  of  the 
valley.  I  h€id  30  bundles  of  hay  given  to  the  mules,  and  all  tied  close 
together  and  near  the  fire,  but  when  I  aroused  the  camp  at  four  A.  M., 
preparatory  to  a  start  at  daylight,  the  guard  told  me  that  several  of  the 
mules  were  frozen,  and  when  it  was  light  enough  to  see,  I  found  seven 
or  eight  of  the  best  ones  dead,  and  several  others  going  fast.  In  this 
state  of  things,  after  a  few  moments  reflection,  I  thought  to  attempt  to 
move  a  single  wagon  was  folly ;  so  I  ordered  every  mule  that  could 
stand  up  to  be  saddled,  and  then  called  upon  such  women  as  could  ride 
to  mount  and  start  ahead  at  once,  thinking  that  by  this  means  I  might 
get  half  of  the  mules  and  half  of  the  emigration  into  the  valley  by  the 
next  day.  Several  healthy  ladies  reftised  to  go  in  consequence  of  the 
storm,  and  others  because  they  had  no  side-saddles  to  ride  on.  To  sa<^ 
I    gave   to   undentand   that  on   my  return  I  should  pay  b'ttle  at- 
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tention  to  them.  Eleven  women  and  some  half  a  dozen  children  start- 
ed with  me,  but  the  storm  became  so  furious,  and  the  snow  so  deep  <'  at 
die  Springs  in  the  road,"  that,  finding  some  abandoned  tents  and  wagons, 
I  caused  all  but  six  young  ladies  to  dismount,  as  I  saw  it  was  impossible 
that  the  young  ones  could  stand  the  ride.  I  left  with  them  every  parti- 
cle of  provision  I  had  brought  from  the  other  camp,  and  killed  a  large 
beef,  so  that  they  could  remain  comfortable  for  ten  days.  Eight  or  ten 
miles  from  that  camp,  the  snow  suddenly  disappeared,  and  gave  place  to 
a  violent  rain,  which  came  down  so  fast,  with  an  east  wind,  that  we 
could  neither  see  the  road,  nor  drive  the  mule,  and  we  were  forced  to 
encamp  in  the  rain,  without  food  for  ourselves  or  animals.  As  soon  as  it 
was  light,  we  started  on  the  living  mules,  now  reduced  to  one-half,  push- 
ed them  on  till  we  got  into-the  oaks.  Over  those  hills  the  road  was  so 
terribly  cut  up,  that  we  could  proceed  only  at  a  snail's  pace,  and  did 
not  get  into  tne  valley  until  near  daylight  on  the  8th.  Alajor,  you  can 
form  no  conception  of  the  road,  for  20  miles  back,  wagons  are  buried  in 
the  mud,  up  to  the  bed,  and  cattle  lying  all  around  them.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  ride  the  strongest  horse  along  it,  and  if  they  deviate  one  foot  from 
the  road,  they  are  irretrievably  lost.  Before  I  lefl  Feather  River,  1  sent 
Mr.  Rogers  with  three  men  to  come  to  this  point  and  gather  up  our  mules, 
hut  on  my  arrival  they  had  but  six  or  eight,  and  they  poorer  than  those  I 
brought  in.  The  weather  has  been  so  bad,  that  it  is  impossible  almost 
to  ride  along  the  valley  in  search  of  animals.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces I  was  sorely  perplexed,  but  at  last  made  up  my  mind  to  buy  some 
fat  and  gentle  oxen,  and  with  them  haul  in  the  families  to  the  oaks,  and 
out  of  the  region  of  snow.  If  I  can  get  the  cattle  to  the  wagons,  I  can 
subsist  them  on  oak  leaves  for  a  few  days,  or  until  I  can  haul  the  wagons 
some  25  miles.  I  shall  be  forced  to  buy  some  flour,  (about  400  pounds,) 
and  take  out  the  two  barrels  of  pork  now  here.  I  shall  do  nothing  fur- 
ther until  I  hear  from  you. 

I  have,  as  I  stated  elsewhere,  all  the  families  this  side  of  Deer  Creek  val- 
ley, and  from  that  point  they  are  encamped  all  along  the  road  to  this  place. 
A  large  camp  has  been  established  30  miles  from  here,  where  a  valley 
of  grass  has  been  recently  found,  and  where  an  abundance  of  game 
abounds.  The  families  there  seem  contented,  and  in  no  hurry  to  come 
in.  I  feel  myself  bound  to  do  all  I  can  to  get  in  those  I  left,  but  can  do 
nothing  for  those  on  this  side  of  them.  To  get  all  into  the  valley  would 
cost  (in  the  present  condition  of  the  roads)  more  than  the  original  amount 
yea  set  out  with,  and  whether  your  instructions  would  warrant  you  in 
attempting,  is  a  matter  which  rests  with  you. 

The  catomel  I  took  on  Pitt  river  has  settled  in  my  legs,  since  I  have 
been  wading  in  snow  and  water,  and  I  am  hardly  able  to  move,  still  I 
ymll  not  abandon  the  expedition ;  but  I  think  it  best  that  I  start  a  trusty 
man  ^th  the  cattle  ana  pack-mules,  and  remain  here  until  I  can  hear 
from  you,  in  order  that  I  may  go  out  more  amply  prepared,  if  you  de- 
cide on  sending  a  more  extended  relief.  If  you  do  not  advise  me,  I 
will  start  at  once,  and  do  all  I  can  with  the  limited  means  I  will  send 
^ead.  I  have  been  enabled  to  get  a  quantity  of  wheat,  and  can  subsist 
my  males  for  a  short  time  in  any  weather.  I  lefl  eight  men,  teamsters, 
with  the  families,  virith  instructions  to  help  them  with  fires,  and  anything 
Uiey  may  need.  I  would  have  lefl  more,  but  I  did  not  wish  them  to 
consume  the  provisions.  oi^izedbyGoogle 
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Advise  me  of  your  inteotions,  Major,  as  quick  as  possible,  in  order  that 
I  may  start  back  myself.  Tlie  families  can  be  brought  out  of  the  region 
of  snow,  and  near  enough  to  the  settlements  to  procure  provisions  for 
about  91,500  I  think ;  but  to  bring  all  the  sick  and  helpless  into  the  val- 
ley, would  swell  that  amount  manifold. 

I  have  ^nritten  this  in  a  great  hurry,  and  it  is  discotfnected.  Mr. 
Refers  and  Dr.  Austin  will  state  to  you  many  particulars  which  I  have 
not  time  to  put  down.  I  shall  start  down  eight  or  nine  men  to  be  dis- 
charged to  morrow.  Please  to  defer  payment  to  any  one  who  has  not  a 
certificate  from  me. 


Respectftilly, 
JOHN 


H.  PEOPLES. 


F.  S.  There  is  some  doubt  about  my  getting  cattle,  but  I  will  try  hard. 
One  man  has  just  returned,  who  was  unable  to  reach  the  range. 

J.  H.  P. 


Benicia^  Cal.y  December  23, 1849. 

Sib  :  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report,  journal,  &c.,  of 
my  operations  for  the  relief  of  overland  emigrants. 

Oircimistances  compelled  me  in  my  expenditures  to  overrun  the  amount 
mentioned  in  my  instructions,  as  available  for  that  purpose. 

But  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  animals,  &c.,  returned,  more  than 
covered  the  entire  expenditure,  and  I  had  a  small  balance  to  turn  over 
to  Major  Allen  on  the  settlement  of  my  accounts. 

I  sold  these  animals  on  my  own  responsibility,  believing  that  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  the  government  to  do  so.  I  found  it  impossible  to 
keep  them  herded  safely,  and  numbers  were  being  lost  every  night ;  and 
to  get  g^in  and  hay  for  them  was  impossible. 

I  hope  Gen.  Smith  will  approve  of  my  course — ^if  so,  I  will  be  thank- 
ful for  a  letter  stating  it,  as  it  may  be  of  assistance  to  me  in  the  settle- 
ment of  my  accounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Brvt.  Maj.j  U.  S.  Army. 

Ool.  HoOKEBy 

Aeet.  Adj.  Oen.^  V.  8.  A. 


Post  near  Benicia,  Cal,  Dea  20th,  1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  in  obedience  to  instructions  from 
head-quarters,  Pacific  Division,  dated  ''Benicia,  August  27th,  1849,**  and 
received  by  me  at  camp  Stanislaus,  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  Septem- 
ber. I  left  that  place  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  and  reached  Benicia  on 
the  4th,  where  I  found  detailed  instructions  in  relation  to  the  duty  on 
which  I  was  ordered — that  of  organizing  parties,  and  proceeding  with 
animals  and  provisions  to  the  relief  of  emigrants,  en  route^  by  kind  to 
California. 

On  the  9th  September,  having  made  the  necessary  arrangements  at 
this  post,  and  placed  13,000  rations  on  board  the  transport  schooner 
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**  Iavincible»^  I  left  on  that  Tenel  for  *"  Saeramento  City/'  which  piaoa 
I  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  1 1th.  On  landing  I  fonnd  that  but  few 
mules  had  been  purchased  for  the  expedition  by  the  agents  anthorized 
so  to  do  by  Major  Allen;  as  those  in  the  neighborhood  that  were 
snitable  for  the  purpose  were  scarce  and  very  dear.  Accordingly  I  dis» 
patched  a  number  of  persons  to  the  ranohos  in  the  ricinity  and  to  the 
Qiines,  to  purchase  the  necessary  number,  while  I  was  enraged  in  hiring 
a  few  men  and  establishing  a  camp  below  the  town.  The  next  day, 
13lh,  was  mostly  occupied  in  the  endeavor  to  find  out  on  which  route 
the  major  part  of  the  emigrants  were  coming.  This  was  a  difficult 
matter;  but  the  generally  received  opinion  was,  that  the  greatest  num* 
ber  were  on  the  Tmckio  or  Bear  river  route,  and  tiiat  there  the  most  as* 
sistance  would  be  necessarv.  That  there  was  no  scarcity  of  provisions 
on  either  route  was  concluded  by  all ;  but  the  lack  of  animals  to  trans* 
port  them,  would  force  many  to  abandon  all  they  had.  I  therefore 
determined  to  start  a  pack  mule  train  at  once,  and  to  send  my  first  and 
largest  party  on  the  Truckio  route.  A  short  time  after  I  had  come  to 
this  determination.  Captain  Craig,  an  emigrant,  called  on  me  and  stated 
that  he  had  jost  arrived  by  the  northern  or  Tassow  toute,  and  that  he 
was  of  opinion  that  a  large  number  of  emigrants  had  taken  that  route, 
expecting  to  find  it  better  and  grass  more  abundant  He  expected  much 
simering  among  them,  from  the  fact,  that  the  route  was  reported  much 
shorter  than  it  really  was,  and  that  already  the  emigrants  nad  thrown 
away  provisions  to  lighten  their  loads,  retaining  only  a  sufficient  quantity 
to  bring  them  to  the  valley  of  the  Sacramento,  a  distance  he  had  found 
much  greater  than  was  reported  at  the  fork  of  the  roads,  and  thence 
the  danger  of  suffering  for  food.  Upon  further  enquiry  I  found  Captain 
Craig's  statement  to  be  substantially  correct,  and  at  once  determined  to 
send  a  party  the  next  day  with  beef,  cattle  and  mules.  Accordingly,  on 
the  14th  I  dispatched  Mr.  Peoples  to  **  Tassen's  Rancho,^  110  miles  north 
of  Sacramento  City,  and  where  this  road  first  strikes  the  valley  of  tfie 
Sacramento,  with  instructions  to  buy  25  head  of  beef  cattle  and  a  few 
pack  mules,  to  proceed  to  the  rear  of  the  emigration  on  that  route,  and 
to  inform  me  by  express  of  the  extent  of  their  wants  and  miseries. 
During  that  day  f  heard  various  accounts  of  the  wants  and  whereabouts 
of  the  emigrants,  but  they  were  contradictory,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
decide  on  which  route  the  most  of  them  were  coming,  for  each  infor- 
mant asserted  to  be  the  route  he  had  just  travelled.  Even  at  the  ran- 
chos  and  at  the  mines  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  serviceable  moles, 
although  numbers  of  poor  ones  were  offered,  and  consequently  it  was 
not  until  the  17th  that  I  could  dispatch  a  party  on  the  Truokey  route, 
which  I  then  did  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Chandler,  who  was  pre- 
ceded the  day  before  by  Captain  Kilboume,  whom  I  have  employed  to 
take  the  general  superintendence  of  all  parties  in  that  direction,  and  to 
have  the  cattle  I  had  purchased  gotten  up  and  ready  for  the  party  of 
Mr.  Chandler  as  it  came  along.  I  also  gave  him  verbal  instructions,  that 
if  the  whole  of  his  supplies  were  not  needed  on  the  Truckio  route,  to 
take  or  send  them  over  to  the  Oarson  route,  if  he  heard  that  they  were 
needed  in  that  direction.  This  party  started  out  in  the  afternoon,  with 
a  view  of  crossing  the  American  river  that  night ;  but  the  men,notwith« 
standing  they  assured  me  that  they  were  good  packers  when  I  hired 
them^  Imew  nothing  of  the  business.    This  I  feared,  but  it  was  Impos- 
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sible  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  sufficient  number  oi  Mexicans,  while 
those  I  did  employ  mostly  deserted,  (in  some  instances  taking  a  horse  or 
a  mule  with  them,)  and  the  result  was,  the  turning  of  packs,  and  ^e 
running  away  of  mules  prevented  their  progress.  The  next  day,  how* 
ever,  they  again  started,  but  made  so  little  progress  that  I  determined  to 
send  a  few  wagons  for  the  heavier  freight,  to  be  taken  so  far  as  the  roads 
would  permit.    With  their  aid  the  party  again  started  on. 

Having  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  McGee  on  the  10th,  relative  to  the 
emigrants  on  the  northern  and  Tassen  routes^  I  determined  to  go  in  that 
direction  myself  with  a  party,  and  as  my  inquiries  satisfied  me  that  the 
road  firom  Tassen's  to  tne  mountains  whs  feasible  for  wagons,  I  deter- 
mined to  use  them  to  transport  my  provisions.  From  the  30th  to  H^ 
26th,  I  was  occupied  in  buying  mules,  oxen  and  wagons,  and  in  hiring 
men.  The  latter  service  was  very  difficult,  notwithstanding  I  was 
forced  to  raise  the  pay  to  $200  per  month.  In  the  meantime,  I  had 
t^ceived  some  government  mules  from  Monterey,  but  many  of  them 
were  too  poor  for  service,  and  feeling  confident  that  if  I  left  them  behind 
they  would  be  nearly  all  lost;  after  a  board  of  survey  was  held ;  I  deter- 
mined to  sell  them.  Good  mules  and  oxen  continued  to  raise  in  price : 
the  former  could  not  be  bought  for  less  than  $180  to  $190,  and  the  la*ter 
readily  commanded  from  $175  to  $200  a  pair.  Having  thirty  odd  yoke 
of  oxen  on  the  26th,  fat  enough  for  beef,  I  despatched  them  to  Bfr. 
Chandler,  with  twenty  pack  mules,  by  Colonel  Foreman,  having  previ- 
ously advised  Mr.  C.  by  letter  that  they  would  be  sent,  and  subject  to 
his  order,  and  that  he  might  give  an  order  to  any  emigrants  in  n^  for 
them.  By  the  same  person  I  also  sent  two  wagon  loads  of  barley  to 
subsist  my  mules  and  oxen  and  those  of  the  emigrants.  Everything 
being  in  readiness  for  the  departure  of  my  own  party  on  the  northern 
route,  I  started  Mr.  Rogers,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  for  Tassen's 
rancho,  with  seven  wagons  loaded  with  provisions,  with  orders  to  await 
my  arrival  at  that  point.  After  his  departure,  I  closed  my  business  to 
a  certain  extent,  appointed  Messrs.  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co.  my  agents  to 
receive  and  take  charge  of  such  animals  as  might  be  brought  in  during 
my  absence,  and  also  to  pay  ofi*  and  discharge  any  of  the  parties  that 
might  return  before  me.  This  being  accomplished,  I  left  Sacramento 
city  the  next  morning  with  a  wagon  load  of  provisions  and  about  fifty 
mules,  and  on  the  1st  of  October  reached  Tassen's  rancho  on  Deer  Creek. 
I  was  there  told  that  I  could  not  take  my  wagons  over  the  mountains, 
although  assured  to  the  contrary  before  I  left  ^cramento  city.  Failing 
to  obtain  pack  saddles  for  the  mules,  and  not  vnshing  to  delay,  I  deter* 
mined  to  start  with  four  of  the  lightest  wagons,  aft;er  putting  the  provi* 
sions  up  in  bags,  which  considerably  lightened  the  load.  Aecordingly, 
on  the  4tb9  having,  the  day  previous,  sent  ofi*  forty-four  head  of  beef- 
cattle  under  charge  of  Captain  Gessner,  1st  dragoons,  and  five  men 
with  orders  to  await  me  at  Deer  Creek  valley,  I  started  die  four  wag- 
ons and  a  few  mules  packed,  and  was  about  to  start  myself,  when  I 
received  an  express  from  my  agents  in  Sacramento  city,  stating  that  an 
express  had  amved  from  some  families  on  the  Carson  river  route,  and 
asldng  aid  from  the  citizens  of  that  place.  They  had  provisions  enough* 
but  had  lost  their  cattle  by  death  and  otherwise,  and  were  unable  to 
get  in.  I  wrote  to  Messrs.  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co.,  directing  them  to  for- 
ward without  delay  forty  mules  and  ten  pair  of  oxen  to  assist  them  in. 
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As  soon  as  I  had  despatched  a  return  express,  I  started  and  soon  over- 
took the  wagons,  the  rocky  road  very  much  impeding  their  progress. 
On.  the  6th,  we  reached  the  Big  Hill,  the  supposed  barrier  to  wagons 
going  east,  but  after  unloading  them  and  packing  the  provisions  over 
on  males  by  doubling  teams,  and  with  the  assistance  or  the  men  with 
ropes,  I  succeeded  in  getting  them  over.  With  the  exception  of  the 
broken  and  rocky  country  over  which  the  road  passed,  and  the  meeting 
of  many  wagons  and  many  destitute  persons,  to  whom  I  issued  provi- 
sions, nothing  worthy  of  notice  occurred.  On  the  8th,  I  reached  Deer 
Creek  valley,  where  I  found  my  beef-cattle  and  the  party  mentioned 
awaiting  my  arrival  with  the  wagons.  At  this  point  I  found  the  first 
grass  since  my  leaving  the  Sacramento  valley,  which  seemed  to  refresh 
my  half-famished  animals.  Here  I  had  determined  to  remain  a  dc^y, 
but  on  my  arrival,  hearing  that  the  grass  was  better  at  Feather  river 
valley,  I  started  for  that  place  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  and  arrived 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  where  I  remained  until  the  morning  of 
the  12th.  Before  leaving  the  valley,  I  established  there  a  small  depot 
of  provisions,  leaving  a  few  of  the  poorest  animals,  all  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Rogers  and  a  few  men.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  I  sent  Mr, 
Hicks  forward  well  mounted  to  proceed  to  the  rear  of  the  emigration, 
and  to  return  to  me  with  the  utmost  despatch,  with  a  true  statement  of 
their  number  and  probable  wants.  By  him  I  also  sent  a  circular  to  the 
emigrants,  admonishing  them  of  the  lateness  of  the  season  and  of  the 
necessity  of  their  hurrying  on,  urging  them  who  had  weak  teams  to 
throw  away  all  heavy  articles,  and  in  fact  everything  that  would  be 
useless  on  the  road. 

The  next  day  I  was  so  violently  attacked  with  the  mountain  fever, 
that  I  could  not  sit  on  my  horse,  and  was  forced  to  be  hauled  in  a 
wagon.  On  the  16th  I  was  too  unwell  to  move,  and  remained  encamped 
during  the  day,  but  the  next  day  I  started  and  continued  my  marches 
until  the  19th,  when  being  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  number  and  where- 
abouts of  the  rear  of  the  emigrants,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  return  to 
Feather  river  valley,  with  a  small  portion  of  the  provisions  and  cattle, 
believing  that  I  had  besides  a  sufficiency  for  those  ahead,  and  enough  to 
spare  to  those  whom  I  was  forced  to  issue  on  the  road,  until  I  could  be 
well  advised  of  the  wants  of  those  ahead.  Accordingly  on  the  morning 
of  the  20th,  I  instructed  Mr.  Peoples,  (who  had  been  stricken  down 
with  the  fever,  but  who  had  somewhat  recovered,  and  had  again  re- 
ported for  duty,)  to  take  charge  of  the  party  and  advance  to  the  rear  of  the 
eniigration  ;  and,  uniting  wit]b  his  original  party,  facilitate  the  progress  of 
the  emigration  as  much  as  possible.  I  turned  over  to  him  everything  but 
one  wagon,  a  little  bread,  eleven  head  of  cattle,  and  a  few  of  the  poor- 
est mules,  vidth  which  I  returned  to  Feather  river  valley,  and  at  which 
place  I  arrived  on  the  24th. 

Prom  the  moment  of  my  arrival  at  Lasson's,  on  my  way  out,  the  ap- 
plications began  to  pour  in  for  relief,  and  although  my  instructions  did 
not  warrant  me  in  relieving  those  who  had  reached  the  settlement,  I 
eould  not  refuse  a  biscuit  and  a  slice  of  pork  to  those  whom  I  thought 
were  hungry,  and  stated  that  they  had  not  the  means  of  procuring 
food.  From  that  point  to  where  I  turned  back  to  Feather  river  valley, 
the  applications  for  food  were  hourly.  And  in  the  sixteen  days  travel 
not  leu  dian  one  hundred  and  fifty  families,  and  double  that  number  of 
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footmen,  were  relieved  by  me.  In  the  meantime,  I  had  also  loaned  to 
several  helpless  men,  and  to  men  to  transport  such  women,  several 
mules. 

I  remained  in  Feather  river  valley  on  the  25th  and  26th,  and  finding  a 
number  of  families  there  destitute  of  teams,  I  loaned  them  mules 
enough  to  haul  their  wagons  in.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  I  re- 
ceive a  letter  from  Mr.  Peoples,  informing  me  that  the  Indians  had 
stoUen  most  of  the  animals  belonging  to  the  rear  teams  of  the  emi- 
grants, and  that  he  was  near  them  with  his  party.  Also  advising  me 
Siat  he  had  animals  enough  to  bring  in  the  women,  children,  and  sick 
men  of  that  train,  and  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  to  subsist  them  to  the 
settlements.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  start  the  next  day  for  Sacra- 
mento city,  as  I  was  anxious  to  hear  from  the  parties  on  the  other 
routes,  and  accordingly  left  for  Tasson's  rancho,  on  the  27thy  leaving 
behind  me  Mr.  Rogers  with  five  men,  a  few  animsds^  and  some  provisions 
to  await,  assist,  and  come  in  with  Mr.  Peoples.  I  also  instructed  Mr. 
Rogers,  before  leaving,  to  cut  and  diy  hay  for  the  party  of  Mr.  Peoples, 
by  the  time  he  came  up. 

When  I  left  Feather  river,  I  contemplated  reaching  Tasson's  in  two 
days,  but  a  few  hours'  ride  convinced  me  that  my  illness  incapacitated 
me  for  the  task,  and  consequently,  I  did  not  get  in  until  the  afternoon  of 
the  29tb.  Before  starting  to  Sacramento  city,  which  I  did  the  next  day, 
I  despatched  an  express  to  Mr.  Peoples,  urging  him  to  hasten  in  with 
the  emigrants,  and  informing  him  that  all  of  the  old  settlers  here  pre- 
dicted an  early  winter,  and  consequently,  there  was  great  danger  of  his 
being  caught  in  a  snow  storm. 

On  the  2d  November  I  reached  Sacramento  city,  and  found  that  Capt. 
Kilbourn  and  the  parties  of  Mr.  Chandler  and  of  Col.  Foreman  had  been 
in  for  some  days.  The  former  person  having  left  one  or  two  of  his  wa- 
gons at  the  base  of  the  mountain.  I  dispatched  him  immediately  to 
bring  them  in.  On  examination  the  next  day,  I  ascertained  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  property  brought  in  by  the  parties  had  been  lost, 
many  of  the  mules  had  strayed,  and  some  had  been  drowned  in  the  en- 
deavor to  get  them  to  an  island  for  security  and  for  grass.  Finding  that 
those  which  remained  were  much  reduced  in  flesh,  and  were  unfit  for 
service,  I  determined  to  sell  them  at  auction,  believing  that  it  would  be 
greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  government  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as  they 
could  not  be  pastured  with  security  in  the  high  stage  of  the  waters,  and 
t^e  high  price  and  scarcity  of  hay  and  grain  rendered  the  foraging  of 
them  difficult,  if  not  impossible^  Another  reason  for  disposing  of  them 
was,  uncertain  how  far  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  expedition 
would  go  in  settling  up  its  liabilities,  ana  that  the  proceeds  of  these  sales 
might  save  me  from  embarrassment  on  that  head.  Accordingly,  on  the 
7th,  having  previously  given  public  notice  to  that  effect,  I  had  sold  at 
publfc  auction  a  number  of  the  animals,  which,  considering  their  con- 
dition, brought  good  prices.  Mr.  Hunt's  party,  the  last  of  those  who 
were  absent  on  my  return,  who  went  out  with  relief  on  the  Oarson  river 
and  the  Truckio,  now  having  returned,  was  paid  off  and  discharged. 
Having  reported  to  me  the  operations  of  his  command,  I  was  pleased  to 
find  that  all  emigrants  on  these  routes  had  reached  the  valley  in  safety, 
^nd  that  the  supplies  with  the  several  parties  had  prevented  very  great 
suffering  and  loss  of  property  among  them.    The  reports  of  the  chiefs 
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of  the  several  parties  on  these  routes  acooinpanyiiig  this,  ftimish  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  necessities  of  the  emigrants,  and  the  relief  offered 
them.  On  the  ldth»  the  storm  still  continuing  in  the  valley,  I  deter- 
mined  to  send  an  express  to  Mr.  Peoples,  as  for  several  days  I  had  felt 
a  good  deal  of  anxiety  concerning  his  party  and  the  emigrants  with 
him,  as  an  express  which  I  had  directed  him  to  send  me  from  Feather 
river,  and  which  should  have  been  in  several  days  before,  had  not  ar- 
rived. I  began  to  entertain  serious  fears  that  the  train  had  been  de- 
tained by  the  snows.  Just  as  the  express  man  was  about  to  mount,  Mr. 
Rodgers  arrived  vtrith  a  letter  from  Mr.  Peoples,  stating  that  he  had, 
after  working  through  a  snow-storm  for  six  days  and  nights,  got  within 
forty  miles  of  the  settlements,  with  the  rear  of  the  emigrants  on  that 
route ;  that  his  wagons  were  crowded  with  women,  children,  and  sick 
men  ;  and  that  on  the  5th  November,  most  of  his  best  mules  had  been 
killed  by  the  storm,  rendering  it  impossible  to  move  a  wagon  the  next 
morning.  He  accordingly  saddled  up  the  remaining  mules,  and  placing 
as  many  women  as  would  bear  the  brunt  of  the  storm,  on  their  baeks, 
started  for  the  valley,  having  left  provisions  and  men  to  take  care  of  the 
others  until  he  could  return  with  fresh  animals.  He  also  stated  to  me 
that  he  had  purchased  animals  and  provisions  to  the  amount  of  $3,000, 
and  sent  them  out  bv  a  portion  of  nis  party  under  Mr.  Todd,  which  he 
thought  sufficient  to  bring  them  out  of  the  *snow,  and  that  he  waited  a 
return  express  for  further  instructions. 

Fearing  that  he  had  not  sent  enough  for  effectual  succor,  I  dispatched 
Mr.  Chadwick  on  the  I4th  to  take  him  funds,  and  authority  to  draw  for 
more  on  Messrs.  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co.,  and  with  instructions  to  purchase 
more  oxen  and  mules  for  the  further  assistance  of  the  emigrants  in  the 
hills,  and  to  bring  them  out  of  the  snow  region.  I  also  authorized  him, 
after  the  object  of  the  expedition  had  been  carried  out,  to  sell  his  mules 
and  other  public  property  at  auction,  if  the  roads  continued  in  their  bad 
state,  as  I  believed  it  impossible  to  get  them  down  with  safety. 

On  the  20th,  my  health  beina;  considerably  improved,  and  having 
heard  in  the  streets  some  dreadful  reports  of  the  sufferings  of  Mr.  Peo- 
ples and  his  party  in  the  snows,  I  determined  again  to  proceed  to  Tas- 
sen's,  to  satisfy  myself.  Accordingly,  I  procured  a  strong  horse,  and 
started  on  the  24tb.  After  passing  over  a  road  which  bogged  my  horse 
many  times,  I  reached  that  place.  Manv  of  the  rear  emigrants  had  got 
in,  and  Mr.  Peoples  was  again  in  the  hills  for  the  others.  I  found  at 
his  eamp  at  Deer  Creek,  many  destitute  women  and  children  whom  he 
had  brought  in,  and  with  whom  he  had  left  supplies,  they  not  having  the 
means  to  procure  them. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  Mr.  Peoples  came  in,  bringing  the  last 
of  those  .whom  he  had  left  in  the  snow,  where  his  mules  died,  and  who 
were  the  last  of  the  emigration.  A  more  pitiable  sight  I  had  never  be- 
fore beheld,  l^ere  were  cripples  from  scurvy,  and  other  diseases  ;  wo- 
men, prostrated  by  weakness,  and  children,  who  could  not  move  a  limb. 
In  advance  of  the  wagons  were  men  mounted  on  mules,  who  had  to  be 
lifted  on  or  off  their  animals,  so  entirely  disabled  had  they  become  from 
the  effect  of  scurvy. 

No  one  could  view  this  scene  of  helplessness  without  commending  the 
foresight  which  dictated  that  relief,  vnthout  which,  some  of  the  re- 
cipients would  inevitably  have  perished  in  the  snows.    It  would  have 
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been  difficult  to  the  most  healthy  to  have  worked  their  way  in  through 
the  storm  without  assistance,  much  less  those  who  had  been  deprived  of 
their  limbs. 

Mr.  Peoples  having  satisfied  me  that  all  were  in  the  valley^  save  a 
few  who  preferred  remaining  in  the  game  region,  hard  by.  I  at  once 
commenced  selling  the  property  by  auction,  which  being  done,  and  all 
business  settled  in  that  quarter,  I  started  for  Sacramento  City  on  the 
28th,  and  arrived  there  on  the  1st  December.  On  the  3d  of  that  month 
the  remaining  animals  were  sold  at  auction,  the  last  of  the  men  paid  off 
and  discharged,  and  the  business  of  the  expedition  concluded. 

In  your  instructions  to  me  you  directed  that  receipts  should  be  taken 
from  the  heads  of  families  for  provisions  and  animals  furnished  them. 
This  was  attempted  in  the  outset,  but  was  necessarily  abandoned  by 
myself  and  agents,  as  the  issues  to  those  whom  wc  first  met  were  so 
numerous  and  in  such  small  quantities,  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  so, 
and  make  the  necessary  progress. 

A  number  of  animals  were  unavoidablv  lost  and  for  several  causes. 
Some  were  killed  by  the  snow-storm  on  the  northern  route,  others  gave 
out  and  were  left  by  the  roadside  in  the  mountains,  and  not  a  few  were 
loaned  to  emigrants  to  assist  them  in,  and  not  afterwards  accounted  for, 
though  it  is  believed  that  most  of  them  were  lost  by  death  or  other- 
wise. 

The  number  of  emigrants  who  came  by  the  northern  route,  is  estimat- 
ed by  the  party  on  that  route  to  be  between  seven  and  nine  thousand, 
and  the  wagons  from  one  thousand  to  twelve  hundred.  These  people 
were  induced  to  turn  oflT  at  about  the  sink  of  Mary's  River,  from  whence 
the  road  runs  off  north  to  the  post  near  the  head  of  Pitt  River ;  thence 
nearly  south  again  for  upwards  of  250  miles,  before  reaching  the  Sa- 
cramento valley.  Although  the  distance  is  much  greater  than  by  the 
old  routes,  and  some  of  the  emigrants  were  much  longer  in  getting  in, 
I  cannot  but  think  it  a  fortunate  circumstance  they  did  so,  for  the  loss 
of  property  would  have  been  greater  on  the  old  trail,  as  the  grass  would 
all  have  been  eaten  off  long  before  they  could  have  arrived. 

I  cannot)  with  justice,  conclude  without  alluding  in  commending  terms 
to  the  conduct  of  the  party  that  brought  in  the  rear  on  Uie  northern 
route. 

To  Mr.  Peoples,  who  had  command  of  that  party,  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  awarded^  for  the  perseverance  and  energy  he  displayed  in 
bringing  in  the  reaf  emigrants  under  such  trying  circumstances,  and  for 
the  fftithful  manner  in  which  he  performed  all  duties  devolving  upon 
him.  I  am.  General,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  RUCKHR, 
Brev.  Major  U,  S.  A. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  P.  SMrrn, 
Commanding  Pacific  Division, 
U.  &  Army. 


September  2d.  Left  Camp,  Stanislaus,  this  moming  at  8  o'clock,  for 
Benicia  in  obedience  to  orders  from  head-quarters.  Pacific  division  da* 
ted  Benicia,  August  27th,  1849,  which  reached  me  last  evening. 
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September  4th.  Arrived  at  Benicia,  where  I  found  detailed  instructions 
in  relation  to  the  duty  on  which  I  was  ordered. 

September  9th.  Left  Benicia  in  the  Transport  schooner  Invincible,  for 
Sacramento  city  with  13^000  rations  of  pork  and  hard  bread,  some  rice 
and  flour,  for  the  relief  of  emigrants  on  their  way  to  California. 

September  11th.  Arrived  at  Sacramento  city  this  morning  at  10 
o'clock,  and  found  that  but  very  few  mules  had  been  purchased  for  the 
expedition  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co.,  who  had  been  authorized  by 
Major  Allen  to  furnish  them.  Those  that  were  at  all  suitable  to  my 
purposes,  were  very  scarce  and  dear.  Nearly  all  that  were  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, were  so  poor  as  to  be  useless  to  carry  out  my  designs. 

September  12th.  Sent  several  persons  to-day  to  the  ranches  in  the  vi- 
cinity, and  to  the  mines  for  mules.  Employed  a  few  men  to  take  care  of 
those  already  purchased.  Established  a  camp  about  two  miles  below 
town,  and  built  a  carral  to  put  the  animals  in  at  night. 

September  13th.  Endeavored  this  morning  to  find  out  on  which  route 
the  most  of  the  emigrants  were  coming.  It  was  very  difficult  to  get  any 
information  on  the  subject.  The  general  impression  seemed  to  be,  how- 
ever, that  the  greatest  number  were  on  the  Truckey  or  Bear  river  route, 
and  that  there  the  most  assistance  would  be  required.  All  agreed  that 
there  was  no  scarcity  of  provisions  either  on  it  or  the  Carson  route,  but 
that  many  of  the  emigrants  had  lost  almost  all  their  animals  by  death, 
in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  grass,  and  that  they  would  require 
fresh  ones  to  enable  them  to  haul,  or  pack  their  provisions  and  other 
necessaries.  *  Employed  Mr.  Harris  to  fit  up  a  train  of  pack  mules,  and 
sent  him  to  my  camp  for  that  purpose.  Found  it  difiicult  to  get  men 
accustomed  to  packing.  Determined  to  send  my  first  and  largest  party 
on  the  Truckey  route. 

Captain  Craig  came  to  see  me  this  afternoon,  and  stated  that  he  had 
just  reached  this  place,  that  he  was  an  emigrant,  and  had  come  in  by  the 
Oregon  or  Lassen  route.  And  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  large  number 
of  the  emigrants  had  taken  that  route,  expecting  to  find  it  better  and 
the  grass  more  abundant,  and  that  he  was  certain  that  many  would 
sufifer  from  the  fact  that  when  they  took  the  road,  they  believed  the  dis- 
tance to  the  settlement  mush  less  than  the  old  one.  He  said  a  notice 
had  been  put  up  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  stating  this,  and  that^  in  order 
to  lighten  their  teams,  they  had  thrown  away  all  their  provisions,  ex- 
cept what  they  thought  to  be  sufficient  to  last  them  to  the  valley  of  the 
Sacramento.  Captain  Oraig  also  stated,  that  he  found  the  distance 
much  greater  than  had  been  represented,  and  consequently,  that  there 
would  be  a  want  of  provisions  among  the  emigrants.  I  made  some  in- 
quiry on  the  subject,  and  found  Captain  Cregg's  statement  to  be  sub- 
stantially correct.  Determined  to  send  Mr.  Peoples  at  once  with  some 
beef  cattle  and  mules. 

September  14th.  Sent  Mr.  Peoples  to  day  to  Lassen's  with  instruc- 
tions to  buy  twenty-five  head  of  cattle  and  a  few  mules,  and  to  go  to 
the  rear  of  the  emigration  and  to  inform  me  by  express,  of  the  extent  of 
their  wants  and  necessities.  Heard  various  accounts  of  the  wants  of 
the  emigrants  and  their  whereabouts,  and  found  it  impossible  to  learn 
on  which  route  the  greater  number  were  coming.  Each  one  told  a  dif- 
ferent tale,  and  every  one  thought  that  the  greater  part  were  on  the 
road  they  had  travelled. 
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September  15th.  Found  it  ve^  difficult  to  get  good  mules,  none 
were  to  be  had  at  the  neighboring  Kanchos  or  at  the  mines,  that  would 
answer,  plenty  were  offered  but  they  were  too  poor  in  flesh.  Employed 
a  number  of  men  to-day,  and  am  in  hopes  I  will  get  one  party  on  to* 
morrow. 

September  16th.  Employed  Captain  Kilbum  to-day,  with  a  view 
of  sending  him  ahead  of  nhe  parties  on  the  Truckey  route,  to  leam 
the  extent  and  necessities  of  the  people,  and  to  take  the  general  super- 
intendence of  all  the  parties,  I  might  send  in  that  direction,  was  disap- 
pointed in  getting  my  party  oflT  to-day. 

September  17tb.  Captain  Kilbum  left  this  morning  with  instructions 
to  keep  a  day  or  so  in  advance  of  the  supplies,  and  on  the  way  out  noti- 
fy Messrs.  Nye  and  Foster,  to  have  forty  head  of  cattle,  I  purchased  of 
them,  in  readiness  for  Mr.  Chandler*s  party,  which  woulu  follow  him. 
I  also  gave  him  verbal  instructions  that  if  the  whole  of  the  supplies 
should  not  be  required  on  the  Truckey  route,  to  take  or  send  them  over 
to  the  Carson  route,  if  he  heard  that  they  would  be  wanted  in  that 
direction.  Mr.  Chandler  started  his  party  this  afternoon  with  the  inten- 
tion of  encamping  on  the  north  side  of  American  river,  but  he  did  not 
get  over  two  miles,  when  he  was  obliged  to  encamp  from  the  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  men  employed  in  packing.  The  packs  were  continual- 
ly turning,  and  the  mules  getting  away  and  could  be  seen  running  in 
every  direction  over  the  plains.  All  these  men  assured  me  that  they 
understood  packing,  said  they  had  packed  over  the  plains  tathis  country 
and  were  quite  accustomed  to  it.  I  was  fearful  of  this  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  made  every  exertion  to  get  Mexicans,  but  could  not  pro- 
eure  enough,  and  most  of  those  I  did  employ  ran  away  the  secona  or 
third  day,  generally  stealing  a  horse  or  mule  to  get  off  vnth. 

September  18th.  Mr.  Chandler  made  another  start  this  morning,  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  his  camp  on  the  north  side  of  the  An^erican  forkf 
about  dark,  having  travelled  about  three  miles,  and  at  that  distance 
loaded  his  mules  some  two  or  three  times.  The  whole  party  made  such 
bad  work  packing,  that  I  determined  to  send  some  wagons  with  them  to 
carry,  as  far  as  they  could  go,  the  heaviest  portions  of  the  freight. 

Septen^bcr  10th.  Mr.  Chandler  made  another  start  this  morning,  having 
had  added  to  his  party  four  wagons  and  teams,  which  carried  the 
greater  portion  of  his  heaviest  freight,  and  in  consequence  enabled  him 
to  get  off  in  pretty  good  style.  It^eived  a  letter  from  Mr.  M'Gee  last 
evening,  relative  to  the  amount  of  emigration  on  the  Oregon  or  Lassen 
route.    Determined  to  go  on  that  route  with  a  party  myself. 

September  20th.  Enquired  abont  the  road  and  country  from  Lassen 
east,  and  was  told  that  it  was  a  good  road  for  wagons.  Detennined  ao- 
cordiingly  to  transport  all  the  provisions  in  that  way.  Wrote  to  Mr. 
Chandler  diat  I  would  start  in  a  day  or  two  a  lot  of  work  cattle  on  the 
Truckey  route,  and  that  they  would  be  subject  to  his  order,  and  that  he 
might  give  orders  for  them  to  any  emigrants  who  might  need  them,  and 
that  they  could  get  them  when  they  came  up;  and  that  I  would  instroet 
the  person  in  charge  of  them  accordingly. 

September  21st.  Purchased  some  oxen,  mules  and  wagons,  and  also 
hired  some  men ;  was  compelled  to  pay  t200  per  month,  and  fonnd  some 
difficulty  in  getting  enough  men  even  at  that  price.  Heard  account  of  tlw 
state  of  the  emigration,  some  said  they  would  all  get  through  without  suf* 
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tering,  otheftB  thought  that  many  would  perish  if  assistance  was  not  sent 
to  them. 

September^22d.  Employed  Col.  Foreman  to  take  charge  of  the  oxen 
and  continued  to  prepare  the  wagon  train  for  the  northern  road.  Found 
great  difficulty  in  getting  good  mules  and  oxen,  those  for  sale  were  get- 
ting too  thin.  Had  a  board  of  survey  on  some  mules  that  were  sent  to 
me  from  Monterey,  which  were  too  thin  for  immediate  service.  Deter- 
mined to  sell  them,  feeling  certain  that  if  I  left  them  to  recruit,  that 
many,  if  not  all,  would  be  lost  or  stolen. 

September  23d.  Rode  out  to-dav  to  endeavor  to  buy  suitable  oxen  and 
mules  for  the  service.  Found  a  ^w  only  that  would  answer,  and  was 
compelled  to  pay  high  for  them  ;  for  oxen  was  paid  9175  and  9200  a 
pair;  mules  that  would  suit  me  could  not  be  bought  for  less  than  8180 
and  9190  each. 

September  24th.  Continued  to  purchase  oxen  and  mules,  and  to  pre^ 
pare  my  wagons. 

September  25th.  Completed  to-day  the  purchase  of  oxen,  having 
bought  30  odd  yoke  all  very  fat  and  fit  for  beef. 

September  26th.  Col.  Foreman  left  this  morning  with  90  1-2  pair  of 
oxen,  20  odd  pack  mules,  and  two  wagon  loads  of  barley  to  subsist  his 
oxen  and  the  emigrant  animals.  Sold  the  mules  that  had  been  oon« 
demned,  they  broi^ht  a  fair  price,  considering  their  low  condition. 

September  27th.  Started  Mr.  Rogers  to-day  with  seven  wagons  loaded 
with  provisions  for  Lassen^s,  to  await  my  arrival  at  that  point.  Closed 
np  my  business  to  a  certain  extent,  making  Messrs.  Smith,  Bensley  & 
(^,  my  agents  to  receive  and  take  charge  of  such  auimak  as  might  be 
brought  in  in  my  absence,  also  to  discharge  and  pay  off  any  of  the  par* 
ties  that  might  return  before  me. 

September  28th.  Left  Sacramento  city  this  morning  with  one  wagon 
load  of  provisions  and  about  50  mules  and  horses,  and  marched  to 
Nicholas  the  same  day — distance,  27  miles. 

September  29th.  Left  Nichol's  and  marched  to  Nye's  Rancbo  on  the 
Tuba  river — distance,  18  miles. 

September  30th.  Left  Nye's,  and  marched  to  Bute  Creek  —  distance 
thirty-five  miles. 

October  1st.  Left  Bute  Creek,  and  marched  to  Lassen's  and  Deer 
Creek  —  distance  twenty-eight  miles.  Here  learned  that  I  could  not  be 
able  to  take  my  wagons  over  the  mountains,  although  I  had  be^n 
assured  to  the  contrary  before  I  left  Sacramento  city.  Tried  then  to  ob- 
tain enough  pack-saddles  to  take  my  provisions^  but  could  not  succeed. 

October  2a.  Determined  to  start  with  my  four  lightest  wagons^  eight 
mules  in  each,  and  with  ten  packs.  Put  up  all  the  provisions  in  bags, 
throwing  away  the  barrels,  and  this  lessened  my  loads  by  nearly  one- 
half.  I^ned  Mr.  John  Scroggins  a  mule  to  bring  his  "deife  to  Lassen's. 
He  said  that  she  was  sick,  and  nearlv  out  of  provisions,  that  his  teams 
were  broken  down,  and  that  he  had  cmne  ahead  to  get  assistance.  I 
issued  to  him  some  coffee,  hard  bread,  rice,  etc. 

October  8d.  Started  forty-four  head  of  beef-cattle  early  this  morning 
with  Corporal  Cassenger,  1st  dragoons,  and  five  men,  with  order  to  cross 
the  mountains  to  Deer  Creek  valley,  and  there  to  await  my  arrival. 
Completed  my  arrangements  for  packing  and  changing  my  provisions, 
issued  a  small  quantity  of  pork  and  bread,  at  different  times,  to  men 
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who  oame  in  on  foot,  and  said  tiiat  they  had  had  nothing  to  eat  for 
upwards  of  a  day,  and  were  without  money. 

October  4th.  liefl  with  Mr.  Davis  a  few  mules  that  were  poor,  and 
which  I  thought  would  not  be  able  to  travel  or  to  be  of  service.  Left 
also  a  sick  horse,  also  four  wagons  and  harness,  and  four  barrels  of 
pork,  etc.  Sent  off  my  four  wagons  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,- 
with  my  pack  mules.  I  was  about  to  start  myself,  when  I  received  an 
express  from  Messrs.  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co.,  stating  that  an  express  had 
arrived  from  some  families  and  other  emigrants  on  the  Carson  route, 
and  asking  for  aid  from  the  citizens  of  Sacramento  city ;  that  they  had 

Elenty  of  provisionsi  but  that  their  teams  were  broken  down,  and  many 
ad  lost  them  entirely  by  death  or  otherwise,  and  were  unable  to  get  in. 
Wrote  a  letter  to  Smith,  Bensley  &  Co.,  directing  them  to  fon^ard  forty 
mules  and  about  ten  pair  of  fat  oxen  to  assist  the  families,  etc,  and 
requesting  them  to  start  their  party  without  delay.  Also  rec  ived  a 
letter  from  Captain  Kilburn^  stating  the  bad  success  of  his  a  d  Mr. 
Chandler's  party.  Overtook  my  wagons  in  a  few  miles,  met  tw  >  fami- 
lies, Mr.  A.  N.  Morgan  and  Mr.  John  A.  Hennings.  These  men  tf  d  me 
that  they  were  entirely  destitute  of  provisions  and  money.  I  i  -ued 
them  for  their  families  some  pork  and  bread,  passed  about  twenty  Hg* 
ons,  and  met  several  footmen  on  the  road  wno  were  entirely  destitute, 
and  issued  to  them  small  quantities  of  provisions  (pork  and  bread). 
Arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  Road 
very  rocky  and  country  barren.    Distance,  eight  miles. 

October  6th.  Started  at  sunrise  and  travelled  over  a  very  hilly  and 
rough  country,  met  a  great  number  of  emigrants  on  foot,  who  said  they 
had  lost  their  animals,  also  some  thirty  wagons,  many  containing 
families,  some  few  of  whom  were  entirely  destitute  of  provisions ;  issued 
pork  eind  bread  to  Mr.  Stephen  Pime  ana  George  R.  Bell  for  their  fami- 
lies, also  to  Mr.  William  Shamg  with  a  family  of  nine  children ;  had  a 
great  many  applications  for  provisions  from  footmen  but  refused  them, 
believing  they  could  reach  the  settlements  with  what  they  had. 

Encamped  on  the  top  of  a  high  ridge  a  mile  from  water,  and  difficult 
to  reach.  The  country  I  passed  over  was  entirely  destitute  of  grass  or 
food  of  any  kind  for  animals — distance  twelve  miles. 

October  6th.  Started  this  morning  at  daylight^  and  in  about  six  miles 
reached  a  high  hill  which  was  thought  impassable  for  wagons  going 
east ;  but  after  unloading,  and  packing  the  loads  to  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tains on  the  mules,  and  doubling  the  teams,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
men  Mdth  ropes,  succeeded  in  getting  them  over.  About  eight  miles 
further  on  came  to  a  small  spring,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and 
encamped  in  a  beautiful  pine  forest.  The  spring  did  not  furnish  us  with 
a  suiEciency  of  water  for  all  the  animals.  Passed  about  thirty  emi- 
grant wagons,  some  with  families  and  a  great  many  footmen,  packing 
their  clothes  on  their  backs  ;  a  great  many  of  them  were  destitute  of 
provisions,  and  were  quite  sick,  generally  with  diarrhoea,  and  some  with 
scurvy.  I  issued  a  sufficiency  of  pork  and  bread  to  take  them  to  Uie 
settlement  These  men  said  their  animals  had  given  out,  and  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  abandon  them  between  one  and  two  hundred  miles 
back ;  that  they  had  started  on  foot,  expecting  to  be  able  to  pack  enough 
provisions,  but  had  found  the  distance  much  greater  than  they  had  been 
told  it  was ;  consequently,  they  were  now  destitute.    I  met  them  in  pa^ 
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ties  from  two  to  six.  AU  the  emigrants  I  met  seemed  greatly  pleased 
that  tbey  had  been  thought  of  by  the  Commanding  General,  and  assist- 
ance sent  them.  The  country  through  which  I  travelled  was  very  hilly 
and  rocky,  and  entirely  destitute  of  grass  of  any  kind ;  and,  in  conse- 
qaence,  a  large  number  of  dead  oxen  were  seen  on  the  roadside.  Dis- 
tance 14  miles. 

October  7th.  Started  at  daylight,  and  travelled  eleven  miles  to  water 
the  moles,  being  much  exhausted  from  scarcity  of  grass  and  M(ater,  and 
fVom  being  worked  so  hard  in  ascending  the  steep  hills  during  the  last 
two  or  three  days'  march.  Remained  at  the  water  two  hours ;  then 
came  three  miles  to  a  wiall  creek  running  across  the  road,  and  encamp- 
ed for  the  night ;  passed  seventy  wagons,  a  few  with  families,  and  all 
ver}'  nnwell ;  left  a  number  of  footmen  and  pack  mules,  some  of  the  men 
dck  with  the  scurvy,  and  some  of  them  destitute  of  provisions,  to  the 
latter  end  of  whom  I  issued  a  little  pork  and  bread  ;  all  the  wagons  I 
have  yet  passed  are  travelling  separately,  the  organized  trains  and  com- 
panies that  started  from  home  having  split  up  and  divided  for  some  time. 
The  country  I  passed  over  to-day  was  very  hilly  and  rocky,  and  covered 
with  a  magnificent  growth  of  spruce  and  pitch  pine,  many  of  the  trees 
eight  and  ten  feet  in  diameter.    Distance  14  miles. 

October  8th.  Started  at  daylight  and  travelled  to  Deer  Greek  valley, 
over  a  hilly  and  rocky  road.  Found  Colonel  Casey,  2d  Infantry,  en- 
camped here  with  three  officers  and  a  few  men,  all  sick,  who  started  to- 
day to  return  to  the  settlements;  met  27  wagons  on  the  road  and  found 
200  encamped  in  the  valley,  with  a  great  many  families ;  a  great  many 
of  the  emigrants  were  sick  with  the  scurvy  and  diarrhosa.  Found  here 
Corporal  Gessenger  with  my  beef-cattle,  which  he  had  brought  safely 
over  the  mountains  without  loss ;  also  found  the  man  to  whom  I  loaned 
the  mule,  and  gave  provisions  a  few  days  back  to  bring  his  family  in, 
he  had  his  wife  who  was  sick  with  the  scurvy  riding  the  mule,  with  a 
child  in  his  arms,  and  leading  the  animal  by  the  bridle,  with  a  little  boy 
by  his  side ;  they  seemed  in  a  fair  way  to  reach  the  settlement  I  had 
iannmerable  applications  for  provisions,  from  persons  who  said  they 
were  destitute,  issued  rice  to  some  sick  persons,  also  some  hard  bread  and 
beef.  I  had  intended  to  remain  here  a  few  days  to  recruit  the  mules, 
bat  subsequently  determined  to  move  on  to  Feather  River,  where  there 
is  better  grass,  and  there  rest  a  day.  The  country  we  passed  to-day  was 
covered  with  piue  like  that  of  the  two  preceding  days.  Distance  nine 
miles. 

October  0.  Had  a  great  nutny  applications  for  provisions  from  emi- 
grants, who  were  travelling  on  foot,  and  who  said  they  were  entirely 
destitute.  Killed  a  small  beef  and  issued  a  portion  to  the  emigrants 
with  a  little  bread ;  discharged  lour  of  my  men  and  sent  them  back  with 
two  of  the  poorest  mules  to  pack  their  provisions;  did  this  because  thev 
were  a  little  sick  and  of  not  much  use,  and  left  less  mouths  to  feed.  Left 
Deer  Creek  Valley  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  encamped  at  4  P.  M.,  at  a 
spring  at  the  keaa  of  Bute  Greek.  The  mules  appeared  so  weak,  that 
I  did  not  like  to  drive  them  farther  to^lay;  passed  about  20  emigrant 
w^agons  vdth  three  or  four  families ;  heard  that  Captain  Warner  had 
been  killed,  and  some  of  his  party  wounded  by  the  Indians,  who  had  at- 
tacked him  while  in  the  mountains.    Distance  eight  miles. 

October  16.  Left  camp thisjuomiag,  at  nine  o'clock;  before  leaving 
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called  on  a  siok  man  by  the  name  of  Avery,  gave  him  a  horse  and  pm- 
visions  enough  to  take  him  to  the  settlement,  for  which  he  seemed  very 
thankfa).  On  the  road  met  Lieutenant  K.  S.  Williamson  and  party, 
who  confirmed  the  report  of  Captain  Warner's  death  ^  also  learned  that 
the  Indians  were  very  troublesome  ahead,  committing  nightly  depreda- 
tions on  the  emigrants'  cattle.  I  consequently  determined  to  arm  the 
whole  of  my  party,  and  bought  rifles^  ammunition,  6cc^  for  that  purpose  ; 
passed  on»  hundred  and  six  wagons,  many  with  families^  and  a  Boston 
pack  company,  numbering  70  men  and  125  pack  mules,  and  a  few  beef 
cattle  ;  also  met  75  footmen,  some  destitute  of  provisions ;  issued  bread 
and  beef  to  a  few.  Almost  all  the  wagons  1  met  to-day  were  getting 
on  well,  having  supplied  themselves  with  a  safficieocy  of  hay,  to  suIh 
sist  their  cattle  over  the  mountain  desert,  as  they  term  it,  and  will  prob- 
ably reach  the  valley  without  much  difficulty ;  had  a  good  deal  of  rain 
last  night,  which  ended  in  a  snow-storm,  and  all  the  hills  were  white 
this  morning,  and  considerable  snow  in  the  valleys.  The  country  over 
which  we  passed  to-day,  was  hilly  and  covered  with  pine  :  found  plenty 
of  grass  all  about  the  Feather  River  valley.    Distance  eight  miles. 

October  11th.  Remained  in  camp  all  day  to  allow  the  animals  to  feed 
on  the  good  grass ;  received  12  poor  mules  from  Lieutenant  Williarason : 
had  a  great  many  applications  trom  emigrants  for  provisions,  and  issu^ 
hard  bread  and  beef  to  seven  families,  viz. :  Mr.  S.  Jesse,  C.  E.  Rand, 
8.  H.  Roundtone,  John  Heatch,  Mr.  Lathloup,  Mr.  Philips  and  James 
Oandill,  also  to  fifteen  men  who  were  on  foot ;  all  these  persons  were 
destitute,  and  had  not  and  could  net  get  anything  to  subsist  on  ;  had  a 
great  many  applications  for  bread  and  meat,  but  refused  all  parties  of  men 
when  they  had  enough  of  either  to  last  them  to  the  settlement  1  have  de- 
termined to  make  a  depdt  here,  and  to  leave  some  provisions  and  a  few 
animals ;  heard  dreadful  accounts  of  the  destitute  situation  of  the  emi- 
grants in  the  rear,  and  was  told  by  a  man  who  left  Salt  Lake  on  the  1st 
of  September,  that  many  of  the  emigrants  had  determined  to  winter  at 
that  place.  Heard  from  JMr.  Peoples  to-day ;  the  Indians  had  run  off 
with  a  few  of  his  animals,  but  he  was  still  moving  on  to  i^ach  the  rear 
of  the  emigration. 

Forty  wagons,  35  pack  mules,  and  some  footmen,  passed  my  camp  to^ 
d^y,  all  the  emigrants  were  consuderably  alarmed  in  oonseqc^nce  of  tb^ 
Show  last  night. 

October  12th.  Left  camp  this  morning  at  9  o'clock,  crossed  the  right 
branch  of  Feather  river,  and  after  travelling  one  half  mile  came  to  m 
large  emigrant  camp  of  56  wagons  with  many  families,  they  were  re- 
cruiting their  stock,  and  cutting  and  drying  hay.  Halted  to  establish  a 
depot  and  left  one  wagon,  14  of  the  thinnest  mnles,  two  poor  horses,  some 
bacon,  bread,  and  flour  in  charge  of  Mr.  Rogers  and  three  odier  men ; 
whilst  here,  I  exchanged  two  barrels  of  pork  and  two  of  bread,  wkich  I 
had  left  in  the  valley,  for  bacon  and  bread,  which  I  found  with  the  tnufl 
here.    Immediately  after  I  baited  at  this  place,  I  was  surrounded  by  a 

Sreat  number  of  persons^  all  arising  for  provisions,  saying  that  they  were 
estitute,  out  of  money,  and  had  borrowed  from  their  fHends,  until  they 
could  loan  them  no  longer.  I  told  them  all  that  they  were  near  tlM  m- 
tlements,  to  consider  the  situations  of  those,  many  days  in  ^e  rear,  and 
to  be  moderate  in  their  demands,  killed  a  beef,  and  issued  a  portion  to 
them,  with  some  bread*    The  recipients  were  the  families  of  Meesm. 
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Goddard^  Cox,  Browen,  Bell,  Hansoiit  Mane  and  Burgess,  after  we  started 
we  were  stopped  six  or  seven  times  in  the  road,  and  asked  for  provisions ; 
gave  some  to  Mr.  L.  G.  Cold  well  and  family,  (six  children,)  he  told  me 
he  had  lost  all  his  teams,  and  had  to  abandon  his  wagon,  and  had  been 
dependant  on  a  friend  who  was  in  consequence  nearly  out;  gave  him  30 
barrels  of  bread,  and  a  small  beef;  also  issued  to  Robert  Bryant  and 
family  and  a  few  footmen,  a  small  quantity  of  bread.  Met  soon  after  a 
number  of  families,  who  had  projection-bed  (or  sort  of  two-stoty)  wagons, 
whom  I  advised  to  razee,  or  throw  away,  but  declined  studying  comfort 
more  than  expedition ;  passed  63  wagons  from  the  depot  to  our  encamp- 
ment, which  was  about  nine  and  a  half  miles,  and  on  the  east  branch  of 
Feather  river,  country  similar  to  that  of  the  last  days  march;  distance 
11  miles. 

October  IStk  Did  not  start  very  early  this  morning,  in  consequence 
of  a  large  pack  train  from  Arkansas,  coming  up  and  demanding  pro- 
visions; they  were  all  well  mounted,  and  being  well  satisfied  that  they 
could  soon  reach  the  settlements,  being  healthy  young  men,  I  issued  to 
them  very  sparingly  before  leaving  camp.  I  sent  Mr.  Hicks,  well 
mounted,  to  go  ahead  to  the  rear  of  the  emigration,  to  ascertain  their 
number  and  probable  wants,  and  to  return  to  me  with  all  dispatch.  By 
him  I  addressed  a  circular  to  the  emigration,  admonishing  tnem  of  the 
lateness  of  the  season,  and  urging  them  to  throw  away  all  useless  ar- 
ticles, and  move  in  as  fast  as  possible.  Passed  to-day  41  wagons,  about 
one-half  with  families,  and  reached  a  large  spring  on  the  right  of  the 
road  ;  distance  seven  miles. 

October  14th.  Licft  camp  this  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  so  very 
sick  with  fever  that  I  was  unable  to  ride,  and  took  to  a  wagon  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life.  A  short  distance  from  camp  met  the  Nodoway 
train ;  the  men,  women,  and  children  were  clamorous  for  provisions,  but 
as  I  had  ascertained  from  an  undoubted  source  that  they  were  well 
supplied,  and  had  been  selling  to  the  poor  all  along  the  road  at  high 
prices,  I  was  constrained  to  refuse  acceding  to  the  demands  after  con- 
siderable delay  with  others,  and  furnishing  to  the  families  of  Thomas 
Cameron,  John  Cameron,  Mr.  Leavin,  Mr.  Bamum,  one  quarter  of  beef 
and  25  pounds  of  bread.  1  reached  some  springs  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
where  I  encamped,  and  where  I  found  a  number  of  familie^^  who  called 
on  me  for  supplies,  bat  whom  a  burning  fever  compelled  me  to  put  off 
until  to-morrow  morning.  Whilst  lying  in  my  tent  at  night,  Mr.  Peo- 
ples, who  had  command  of  the  advance  party  on  this  route,  came  in 
very  unexpectedly.  He  bad  proceeded  with  his  party  to  near  the  sum- 
mit of  Sierra  Nevada,  but  being  stricken  down  with  the  mountain  fever, 
was  forced  to  send  his  party  on,  and  return  in  a  wagon  of  a  physician^ 
who  had  succeeded  in  breaking  the  fever.  He  was  very  thin  and  weak, 
but  being  satisfied  that  the  fever  was  broken,  expressed  his  desire  to  re* 
torn  to  the  mountain,  which  I  gladly  consented  to.  For  the  last  few 
days,  the  aceounts  from  the  rear  of  the  emigration  have  been  of  such  a 
nature  that  I  have  concluded  to  issue  my  rations  more  sparingly,  at 
least  until  I  can  obtain  more  definite  information,  which  I  expect  soon, 
through  Mr.  Hicks,  whom  I  have  sent  ahead.  If  1  then  find  that  the 
rear  will  not  need  all  my  supplies,  I  will  dispatch  a  portion  back  to  as- 
sist more  liberally  those  to  whom  I  had  issued  slightly.  The  country 
passed  over  to  day  very  muph  like  that  of  a  few  previous  days,  with  tb^^ 
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exception  that  the  pine  growing  mote  diminutive;  passed  41  wagons; 
distance  seven  miles. 

October  15th.  Before  leaving  camp  this  morning,  supplied  the  fami- 
lies  of  Messrs.  H.  Robinson,  S.  Burroughs,  W.  W.  Ferguson,  with  a 
yearling  beef,  some  bread  and  rice  ;  also,  Capt,  Bruff,  of  the  Washing- 
ton city  company,  with  some  pork  and  bread.  I  had  not  proceeded  more 
than  a  mile  before  I  met  a  family  train,  and  supplied  the  widow  Ely 
and  six  children,  with  bread  and  pork,  and  one  or  two  others  with  a  few 
articles.  Five  miles  further  on,  came  up  to  a  large  train  of  family  wa- 
gons, and  issued  to  the  widow  Pope  and  children,  and  a  few  others,  a 
lot  of  pork  and  bread.  Seven  miles  farther  brought  us  to  a  small  moun- 
tain stream,  where  there  was  good  grass  and  where  we  encamped. 
The  country  to-day  was  comparatively  level,  though  a  portion  of  the 
road  was  very  rocky — passed  40  wagons,  mostly  family  ones,  and  tra- 
velled 13  miles. 

October  16th.  This  morning  I  was  very  unwell,  and  several  of  the 
men  prostrated  with  fever ;  I  thought  it  advisable  to  lay  by  and  try  and 
recruit  them  and  myself,  the  grass  being  very  good  for  the  animals. 
Not  a  single  wagon  passed  us  to-day,  or  did  any  come  up  till  late  in  the 
day.  Some  families  whom  we  met  yesterday  afternoon  sent  back  to 
us  for  supplies,  to  whom  I  issued  nearly  a  whole  beef;  they  were  Mr. 
Nash  ana  family,  Mr.  Evans  and  family,  and  several  other  fanrilies  and 
packers. 

October  I7th.  Started  this  mornmg  at  a  late  hour  in  consequence  of 
having  to  issue  to  the  trains  that  came  in  last  night,  every  wagon  of 
which  contained  a  family.  To  the  families  of  Messrs.  Hight,  Irland, 
Kidwell,  Dodson^  and  others,  with  a  number  of  packers,  I  issued  fifty 
pounds  of  bread  and  two  hundred  pounds  of  beef  and  some  rice.  After 
starting,  we  did  not  get  more  than  three  hundred  yards  before  we  met 
eleven*  packers  entirely  destitute  of  provisions,  to  whom  I  gave  some 

Sork  ;  they  had  hardly  left  the  wagon,  before  there  came  up  a  Grerman 
imily  by  the  name  of  Scharmann,  to  whom  I  gave  twenty-five  pounds 
of  pork  and  some  bread ;  a  few  minutes  after,  I  met  Colonel  Pickering 
and  family,  and  having  heard  that  be  was  entirely  out  of  provisions, 
supplied  him  with  some.  Next,  met  the  western  train  of  eight  wagons, 
some  of  which  were  entirely  loaded  with  flour.  I  advised  the  captain 
to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  his  provisions  to  the  emigrants,  as  he  could 
not  haul  them  over  the  hills,  and  could  procure  them  at  a  reasonable 
rate  in  the  settlement.  One  mile  in  his  rear  met  the  train  of  Captain 
Mcllvain,  (twelve  wagons,)  and  as  he  represented  some  of  the  families 
entirely  destitute,  I  told  him  to  send  to  my  camp,  and  I  would  give  him 
what  I  could  spare  ;  he  sent  back,  and  I  gave  to  him,  and  to  the  family 
of  Mr.  Fairchild,  and  to  several  others,  two  quarters  of  beef  and  twenty 
pounds  of  bread.  Also  furnished  Dr.  Robinson,  a  gentleman  lame  with 
the  scurvy,  with  a  mule.  The  packers  I  met  this  morning  were  the 
latest  I  had  seen  on  the  rear  of  the  emigration,  and  from  the  informa- 
tion elicited  from  them,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  there  were  fewer  emi- 
grants in  the  rear  than  I  had  expected.  The  country  to-day  a  perfect 
sameness  of  that  of  the  15th.  PiEWsed  forty-three  wagons.  Distance, 
ten  miles,  to  springs  in  valley  on  right  of  road. 

October  18th.  This  morning,  before  leaving  camp,  issued  to  William 
Neal  and  family,  Messrs.  Lawrence,  Vestry,  Courtney,  Firfier,  and  oth- 
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ers,  120  pounds  of  beef  and  twenty  pounds  of  bread.  Four  miles  on 
the  road,  met  Thomas  Jenkins  and  family  entirely  destitute  of  provi- 
sions ;  gave  them  a  hundred  pounds  of  beef,  some  bread  and  rice.  A 
few  miles  further  on,  met  a  family  train,  but  they  were  not  in  need  <^ 
assistance.  In  rear  of  them  was  Lieut.  Williamson's  carriage,  which 
he  had  left  behind  with  a  wounded  man,  who  had  died  the  day  before. 
in  consequence  of  a  late  start  and  much  detention  on  the  road,  I  did  not 
reach  camp  until  near  night.  I  was  forced  to  send  and  guard  the  cattle 
and  animals,  one  mile  west  of  the  road,  to  obtain  grass.  The  country 
over  which  we  passed  to«day  was  more  broken  than  that  of  the  few 
preceding  days,  and  the  timber  much  larger,  with  an  occasional  small 
valley.     Passed  thirty-nine  wagons.     Distance,  thirteen  miles. 

October  10th.  From  information  elicited  from  various  packers  who 
came  into  camp  last  night,  in  connection  with  previous  advices,  none  of 
whieh  represent  the  emigration  in  the  rear  as  exceeding  one  hundred 
wagons,  and  some  as  low  as  fifty,  I  have  concluded  to  go  to-day  but 
two  or  three  miles,  to  good  grass  and  water,  and  from  thence  return  to 
the  valley  of  Feather  river,  taking  back  with  me  one  wagon,  a  smaU 
quantity  of  breadstuflSs,  eleven  head  of  beef-cattle,  and  a  few  animals, 
in  order  that  I  may  render  more  effectual  assistance  to  those  whom  I 
have  passed,  and  issued  lightly  to,  believing  that  I  have  a  larger  supply 
on  hand  than  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  those  now  in  the  rear. 
My  object  in  returning  myself  with  these  supplies  is,  to  try  and  recover 
my  health,  which  is  becoming  worse  every  day's  journey  north.  I  have 
instructed  Mr.  Peoples  to  take  charge  of  the  party  I  leave,  to  unite  it 
with  his  party  now  in  advance  with  the  bulk  of  the  provisions,  proceed 
on  until  he  reaches  the  rear  of  emigration,  which  it  is  believed  will  be 
near  the  head  of  Pitt  river,  ai|d  with  his  men,  animals  and  provisions, 
to  tacilitate  the  progress  of  the  emigration,  and  to  get  out  of  the  regions 
of  snow  as  quick  as  possible.  From  the  same  packers  I  learned  that  the 
advance  party  did  not  cross  their  cattle  over  the  Sierra  Nevada,  and 
from  that  fact  I  am  convinced  that  they  knew  themselves  to  be  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  last  of  the  emigration,  they  having  had  positive  orders 
from  Mr.  Peoples,  when  he  left  them,  not  to  stop  short  of  Mud  Lake, 
unless  well  advised  that  the  last  of  emigration  was  near  the  summit  of 
the  mountain.  Before  getting  to  our  camp  to-day,  met  several  destitute 
families,  whom  I  supplied  with  beef  and  bread,  amongst  them  those  of 
the  widow  Taylor,  Mr.  Gage,  Mr.  Henly,  Mr.  Mara  and  others.  Passed 
twenty-one  wagons.    Distance,  four  miles. 

October  24th.  Left  Mr.  Peoples  near  Pitt  river  on  the  20th,  and  ar- 
rived in  the  valley  of  Feather  river  early  this  afternoon.  Found 
here  a  large  number  of  emigrants  recruiting  their  stock ;  had  many 
applications  for  provisions  and  mules. 

October  25th.  Killed  several  beeves  to-day,  and  issued  to  families 
who  were  in  want,  and  to  persons  sick  with  the  scurvy,  of  whom  there 
are  a  great  many.  Also  issued  a  number  of  mules  to  individuals,  to 
enable  them  to  get  their  families  into  the  settlement  they  having  lost 
their  teams  by  death  and  other  causes.  'Amongst  them  wtre  Dr. 
O'Brien,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Jenkins,  Mr.  Goodrich,  and  Mr.  Fairchild. 

October  26th.  To-day  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Peoples,  infcrmin^ 
me  that  the  Indians  had  stolen  the  oxen  belonging  to  the  rear  train  of 
the  emigrants,  and  that  he  was  near  them  with  his  party.    In  the  same 
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letter  he  having  informed  me  that  he  had  a  sufficiency  of  animals,  to 
bring  in  the  women,  children,  and  sick  men,  and  enough  provisions 
to  subsist  them,  I  determined  to  start  to-morrow  for  Sacramento  city, 
leaving  Mr.  Rogers,  with  five  men  and  a  few  animals  and  some  provis- 
ions, to  assist  and  come  in  with  Mr.  Peoples. 

October  271Ih.  Started  this  morning  for  Sacramento  city,  with  a  view 
of  reaching  Lassen's  in  two  days,  but  my  health  is  so  bad  that  I  cannot 
do  so. 

October  29th.  Reached  Lassen's  to-day,  having  passed  a  great  number 
of  wagons  during  the  three  days  I  have  been  on  the  road,  the  majority 
of  them  getting  on  well. 

October  30th.  Sent  Dr.  Austin  back  with  instructions  to  Mr.  Peoples 
to  hasten  in  with  the  emigrants,  telling  him  that  Mr.  Davis  and  others 
in  the  valley  predicted  an  early  snow-storm,  and  consequently  there 
was  great  danger  of  his  being  caught  in  it.  At  11  o'clock  I  started  for 
Sacramento  City. 

November  2d.  Reached  Sacramento  City  this  morning,  and  found 
that  Mr.  Chandler  and  Colonel  Foreman's  parties  had  been  in  for  some 
days.  I  immediately  started  Mr.  Chandler  back  to  the  base  of  the 
mountains,  to  see  about  some  property  and  provisions  he  had  left  in 
depot  there. 

November  dd.  On  examination  this  morning,  found  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  property  belonging  to  the  two  parties  that  had  returned,  had  been 
lost  since  their  arrival  ;  many  of  the  mules  had  strayed,  and  some 
drowned  in  the  endeavor  to  get  them  on  an  island  for  security  and  grass. 
The  mules  were  much  reduced  in  flesh,  and  unfit  for  present  service ;  I 
determined,  therefore,  to  sell  them  at  auction,  believing  it  would  be 
greatly  to  the  interest  of  government  to  ^o  so,  inasmuch  as  it  was  im* 

Csible  to  get  persons  to  herd  them,  who  would  be  responsdbltd  for  their 
,  and  by  my  utmost  exertions  I  found  it  impossible  to  prevent  numbers 
from  straying  every  night.  To  get  grain  and  bay  sufficient  to  forage 
them  was  impossible. 

November  4th.  Worked  all  day  to-day  in  getting  my  property  together, 
prepared  a  carrel  for  the  mules,  to  keep  them  in  provisions  to  the  sale, 
and  had  printed  and  posted  up  about  the  town  notices  to  the  efiect, 
that  the  animals,  &c.  would  be  sold  at  public  auction.  On  the  7th  inst 
sent  out  the  party  to  call  and  bring  in  all  the  public  animals  that  could 
be  found.  Mr.  Hunt  returned  to-day  with  his  party,  stating  that  be  had 
brought  in  all  the  emigrants  on  the  Carson  river  route. 

November  7th.  Sold  a  number  of  animals  to-day;  they  brought  good 
prices  considering  their  condition,  principally  owing,  I  believe,  to  the 
fact,  that  there  were  a  great  number  of  persons  in  town  destined  for  the 
mines,  who  wanted  animals  to  transport  their  effects*  Paid  off  and  dis- 
charged Mr.  Hunt's  party. 

November  12th.  I  have  felt  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  for  sonoe  days  past 
for  Mr.  People's  party  and  the  emigrants  with  him,  on  account  of  the 
storm.  I  am  fearful  they  have  been  caught  in  the  snow.  The  express 
which  I  directed  Mr.  Peoples  to  send  me,  on  his  reaching  Feather  river, 
should  have  been  here  several  days  since.  I  fear  the  bearer  has  been 
detained  by  the  storm. 

November  Idth.  Employed  a  person  to  go  on  express  to  Mr.  Peoplcsi 
he  was  just  in  the  act  of  starting  when  Mr.  Rogers  arrived^  with  a  let- 
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ter  firom  that  gentleman,  stathigy  that  on  the  evening  of  the  5tb  he  had 
reached  to  within  40  miles  of  the  settlements  with  all  the  emigrants, 
bat  that  daring  that  night  the  snow-storm,  which  had  raged  for  seven 
days,  had  killed  nearly  all  of  his  animals.  That  he  was  consequently 
forced  to  leave  bis  wagons  and  pash  on  to  the  settlements  with  whak 
women  his  remaining  mules  could  carry,  leaving  with  the  remainder  of 
the  emigrants  rations  enough  for  some  days,  or  until  he  could  return 
with  fredb  animals  to  bring  them  to  the  settlements. 

November  14th.  Started  Mr.  Chadwick  and  Mr.  Rogers  early  this 
morning  to  join  Mr.  Peoples,  sending  him  $1,000  in  coin,  and  authority 
to  draw  on  Smith,  Bensley  and  Co.  for  80,000  more,  with  instructions  to 
purchase  oxen  and  mules,  for  the  further  assistance  of  the  emigrants  in 
the  hills,  also,  stating  to  him  to  bring  the  fiftmilies  to  a  point  beyond  the 
mow  region,  without  fiadl ;  and  farther,  that  shoald  he  be  again  taken  sick, 
to  tarn  over  the  charge  of  the  party  to  Mr.  Ohadwick,  whom  I  had  sent 
to  him  with  this  view ;  but  he  was  not  to  do  so  if  he  could  possibly  leave 
his  bed.  The  instructions  also  authorized  Mr.  Peoples  to  sell  at  public 
auction  all  the  animals  he  might  have  remaining,  after  the  object  of  his 
expedition  was  completed,  provided  the  rains  continued,  and  the  roads 
kept  in  their  present  condition,  as  in  that  event  it  would  prevent  him 
from  bringing  safely  the  animals  and  other  property  to  this  place. 

November  20th.  My  health  being  somewhat  improved,  and  hearing 
some  dreadful  reports  about  the  sufferings  of  Mr.  Peoples  and  his  party, 
I  determined  to  go  back  to  Lassen^s,  and  bought  for  that  purpose  a  strong 
horse,  in  order  that  I  might  get  up  there  as  soon  as  possible,  and  satisfy 
myself*  On  the  evening  of  the  d4th,  after  passing  over  a  very  bad  roaa, 
and  bogging  my  horse  several  times,  I  reached  my  destination.  On  my 
arrival  I  found  that  many  of  the  emigrants  had  got  in,  and  that  Mr. 
Peoples  was  again  in  the  hills  for  the  others.  At  his  camp  on  the  Deer 
Creek,  where  were  two  or  three  of  his  party,  I  found  a  number  of 
women  and  children,  and  helpless  men,  subsisting  upon  their  supplies, 
they  not  having  the  means  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  Hie.  Around 
the  rancbos  of  Lassen  and  Davis  were  the  emigrants  apparently  des- 
titute of  means,  and  the  road  so  bad  they  could  not  get  away. 

November  26th.  This  afternoon  Mr.  Peoples  came  in  with  his  party, 
hauling  in  the  last  of  those  whom  he  had  left  in  the  snow  where  his 
mules  died,  and  who  were  the  rear  of  the  emigration.  A  more  pitiable 
sight  I  never  beheld  as  they  were  brought  into  the  camp ;  there  were 
cripples  from  scurvy  and  other  diseases,  women  prostrated  by  weakness, 
and  children  who  could  not  move  a  limb,  all  helpless  as  infants ;  in  ad- 
vance of  them  were  men  mounted  on  mules  who  had  to  be  lifted  on  and 
off  the  animals,  so  entirely  disabled  had  they  become  from  the  effects 
of  the  scurvy.  Mr.  Peoples  having  satisfied  me  that  they  were  all  in 
the  valley  save  a  few  who  preferred  stopping  in  the  game  region  hard 
by,  I  made  arrangements  at  once  to  dispose  of  the  animals  and  other 
public  property  at  auction,  deeming  it  impossible  to  get  the  animals  to 
Sacrarhento  city  without  losing  a  number  of  them,  so  difficult  is  the 
road  to  that  place  now. 

November  27th.  This  afternoon  sold  off  everv  thing  but  enough  ani- 
mals to  take  us  to  the  city,  and  settled  up  all  the  accounts  at  the  two 
ranchos. 

December  1st.  Arrived  at  Sacramento  city  this  afternoon,  having  left 
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Lassen's  on  the  28tfa  nit.     The  roads  were  very  bad,  and  we  had  to  dis- 
mount several  times  to  pull  the  animals  out  of  the  bogs  with  ropes. 

December  3d.  To-day  sold  all  the  animals  and  other  poblie  property 
at  auction,  had  the  men  all  discharged  and  paid  ofi^  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  arranging  my  papers,  the  whole  business  of  the  expedition  is 
concluded.  Respectfully, 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
But.  Mqj.  U.  S.  A. 


Naty  Dbfabtmbnt, 

May  20th,  1850. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  the  resolotion  of  Uie 
Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  that  this  department  is  in  possession  of  no  in- 
formation not  heretofore  furnished,  touching  the  subject  enriHraeed  in  the 
call. 

I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  confidential  letter  and  extracts  of  s 
despatch  (No.  09)  received  from  Commodore  Jones  mnce  the  17th  of 
January  last,  relative  to  affairs  in  California.  The  portion  of  Commo- 
dore Jones'  despatch  which  has  been  omitted,  relates  onty  to  his  imme- 
diate command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfullyr 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTC»I. 
The  PfiEsmBNT. 


(Confidential.) 

Flag  Sbip  Savannah, 
Benicia  Roads,  February  92df  1850. 

The  Honorable  W.  Ballard  Pbeston, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir  :  Sensible  of  the  deep  interest  felt  by  the  Cabinet  at  Washingtoo 
in  reghrd  to  every  movement  connected  with  the  organization  of  a  State 
or  Territorial  government  in  California,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  sav,  that 
however /at/fty  the  Constitution  adopted  with  great  unanimity  by  the 
people  of  California  may  be  in  the  eyes  of  some,  its  rejection  by  Congress 
might  produce  results  in  this  territory  ever  to  be  regretted  by  all  loven 
of  peace  and  concord. 

Before  the  assembling  of  the  convention  at  Monterey,  in  September 
last,  to  form  a  State  Constitution,  there  were  advocates  in  California 
for  declaring  this  territory  free  and  independent  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  every  other  country.  The  newspapers  from  the  Atlantic  States  re- 
ceived by  the  last  mail,  are  filled  with  surmises  and  conjectures  unfa- 
vorable to  the  acceptance  of  the  California  Constitution ;  these  unwelr 
come  rumors  have  revived  the  restless  spirits  about  San  Francisco; 
already  has  it  been  said  in  high  places,  that  should  the  Constitution  be 
rejected  by  Congress,  ••  no  more  duties  will  be  collected  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  in  California — California  will  set  up  an  Independent 
Government  of  her  own,'*  etc.,  etc. 

That  such  has  long  been  the  disposition  of  a  few  aspirants  I  verily  be- 
lieve, but  the  constant  inpouring  of  emigrants  and  the  organization  of 
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a  state  goyemment,  checked  any  open  expres^on  of  such  vieiirs,  Which  I 
am  sorry  now  to  say  are  on  the  revival,  in  anticipation  of  a  rejection  by 
Congress  of  their  state  constitution. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  presence  of  the  naval  force  in  the  waters  of 
San  Francisco  last  sommer  greatly  restrained  the  aspirants  to  indepen- 
dent government,  and  I  am  equally  certain  that  if  the  consequences 
above  hinted  at,  in  the  event  of  the  uneonditbmal  rejection  by  Congress, 
or  of  a  failure  of  that  body  to  act  on  the  California  state  constitution 
daring  its  present  session  are  not  attempted,  it  will  be  mainly  attributa- 
ble to  the  presence  of  the  naval  force,  which  might  be  brougnt  to  bear 
as  intimated  in  my  despatch  No.  85. 

Notwithstanding  what  is  stated  above,  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that 
the  great  mass  of  our  fellow  citizens  in  California  are  strongly  attached 
to  the  federal  compact,  and  that  nothing  short  of  self-preservation  could 
induce  them  to  unite  in  setting  up  a  government  independent  of  the 
United  States  ;  but  their  condition  is  anomalous — ^truly  may  it  be  said 
that  they  are  a  community  intelligent  and  wealthy,  advancing  in  all  the 
relations  of  society  and  nationality  with  a  rapidity  beyond  precedent, 
and  yet  they  are  without  any  acknowledged  written  laws,  bonds  or  con- 
stitutional government  to  cement  and  bind  them  as  a  body  politic.  It  b 
hardly  possible  that  this  state  of  things  can  endiire  another  year. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  THOS.  AP.  C.  JONES, 

Commander'tn-chief  United  Stales  Naval  forces^  Pacific  Ocean. 


(No.  99.)  Flag  Ship  Savannah, 

Benicia  Roads j  March  Sth^  1850. 

The  Honorable  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  by  the  last  steameir 
of  several  conununications  from  the  Navy  Department,  dated  respective- 
ly January  3d,  1850,  and  January  4th,  1850,  the  latter  enclosing  copies 
of  two  letters  to  Wm.  H.  Aspinwall,  Esq. 

As  regards  keeping  the  ships  of  the  squadron  at  sea,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  you  cannot  be  more  anxious  upon  that  point  than  I  am.  Oa 
comparison,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  ships  when  under  my  com- 
mand have  been  more  actively  employed  than  the  ships  of  any  other 
squadron,  or  under  any  other  commander  in  our  navy.  It  is  true  the 
Savannah  has  not  been  to  sea  since  her  arrival  at  San  Francisco,  nor 
can  she  cruise  until  a  crew  is  sent  out  to  supply  the  place  of  those  un- 
avoidably transferred  to  the  Ohio,  to  work  that  ship  home.  No  one  re- 
grets this  state  of  apparent  inactivity  more  than  myself  and  the  officers 
subjected  to  it ;  although  this  ship  and  the  Warren  are  not  at  sea,  their 
officers  are  not  idle,  allhave  enough  to  do,  with  less  liberty,  fewer  com* 
forts  and  heavier  expenses  than  ever  before  fell  to  the  lot  of  navy 
officers. 

I  observed  not  long  since  in  the  New- York  Herald  a  letter  from  the 
'  editor^s  California  ccMrrespondent,  well  known  to  all  of  us  here,  in  whiok 
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he  complains  of  the  ships  of  the  squadron  remaining  so  mnoh  in  Ssn 
Francisco ;  Uiat  correspondent  has  been,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
still  is,  in  favor  of  an  indepeTident  government  for  California.  That  feel* 
ing,  and  to  which  I  referred  in  my  confidential  letter  of  22d  Febraary 
lastt  is  rapidly  and  openlv  extending,  and  can  only  be  restrained  by  the 
navy  and  by  keeping  a  ship  or  two  constantly  in  San  Francisco. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  THOS.  AR  C.  JONES. 

Commander-ifKhief  of  Untied  JSuitcM  Naml  Forces^  P^tcifc  OceaiL 


Treasury  Department, 
May  20th,  1850. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  resolutions  of 
the  Senate,  dated  the  19th  inst,  referred  by  you  to  this  department, 
requesting  the  President  of  the  IFnited  States  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate,  copies  of  all  correspondence,  between  any  of  the  executive  de* 
partments  and  Gen.  Persifer  F.  Smith  and  Gen.  B.  Riley,  relating  to 
affairs  in  California,  and  also  to  furnish  certain  information  in  regard 
to  certain  other  matters  indicated  in  said  resolutions. 

In  answer  thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  two  letters  addressed 
to  this  department  by  George  Gibbs,  inspector  of  customs,  and  depuW 
of  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Oregon,  dated  in  February,  and  M arcn 
13th,  1850,  being  the  only  correspondence,  and  containing  the  only  in- 
formation on  the  subjects  indicated  in  the  resolutions  in  the  possession 
of  this  department,  not  hertofore  communicated  to  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  M.  MEREDITH, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Pebsidbmt. 


Astoria,  Oregon  Territoff,  February^  1850. 
To  the  Hon.f  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  Gen.  Adair,  the  collector  of  this  port,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  this  ofEce. 

No  communication  has  been  received  from  the  department  since  his 
arrival  here  in  April  last,  with  the  exception  of  the  circular  instruc- 
tions from  the  Bureaux,  among  which  was  one  from  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  requiring  the  execution  of  new  bonds  under  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  which  came  to  hand  only  a  short  time  since.  The  execution  of 
the  bond  is  impossible,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no  judge  or  other 
officer  in  the  territory  qualified  to  administer  an  oath,  nor  is  there  any 
district  attorney.  Both  the  United  States  judges  are  absent.  The  ob* 
taining  requisite  sureties  is  moreover  out  of  the  question. 

It  is  proper  that  the  department  should  be  informed  of  the  entire  im- 
practicability of  following  literally,  the  requisitions  of  the  revenue  laws 
in  this  territory  under  existing  circumstances.  Persons  qualified  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  inspectors  cannot  often  be  obtained  for  the  amoont 
allowed  by  law  for  their  compensation^  which  is  less  than  half  the 
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wages  of  ordinary  days  labor  in  this  country.  What  could  be  effected 
to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  law  has  bem  done,  though  imperfectly. 
Citizens  have  in  some  cases  been  employed  to  accompany  vessels  up 
the  river,  and  oversee  their  unloading,  and  in  two  cases  the  collctor  has 
gone  himself.  Recently  Capt  White,  the  master  of  the  pilot  boat  at 
Uie  mouth,  has  been  appointed  an  inspector,  an  act  rendered  necessary 
by  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  in  Baker^s  Bciy,  where  ships  gene- 
rally anchor  on  entering  or  clearing,  who  are  for  the  most  part  low 
whites  engaged  in  selling  spirits,  and  Indians.  It  is  not  supposed  that 
smuggling  has  been  attempted  at  this  port,  but  the  facilities  for  it  never^ 
theless  exist,  and  the  same  care  cannot  be  exercised  as  elsewhere  to 
prevent  it. 

The  omission  to  create  a  port  of  delivery  above  Astoria,  has  been 
the  cause  of  a  necessary  departure  from  the  laws.  As  the  shores  of 
the  Columbia  river  are  for  the  most  part  either  precipitous,  and  covered 
by  dense  forests,  or  subject  to  overflow  by  tne  annual  freshets,  no 
settlements  exist  upon  them  between  here  and  Vancouver.  A  few 
houses  at  considerable  distances  apart,  or  the  straggling  huts  of  Indians 
alone  intervene.  Astoria  is  not  of  itself  a  business  place,  as  population 
has  hitherto  tended  to  the  agricultural  districts.  For  more  than  a  hun- 
dred miles  above,  the  country  is  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  The 
greater  part  of  the  American  inhabitants  are  in  the  valley  of  the  Wal- 
lahmet  river,  and  the  nearest  point  to  which  goods  for  their  use  are  con- 
veyed is  Portland,  a  small  town  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth,  whose 
vessels  drawing  not  over  7  feet  water  can  unload  at  ordinary  times,  and 
to  which  during  the  rise  of  the  river  still  larger  ones  can  ascend,  their 
cargoes  being  taken  up  to  Oregon  city  in  canoes.  The  latter  is  the  only 
considerable  town  in  the  territory,  and  contains  some  six  hundred  in- 
habitants. 

In  this  state  of  things  Gen.  Adair  has  considered  that  the  spirit  of  the 
law  would  justify  him  in  permitting  vessels  to  proceed  with  their  car* 
goes  direct  to  PcNrtland,  (although  it  is  not  a  port  of  delivery)  after  en* 
tering  at  Astoria.  The  Hudson  Bay  Company's  ships  are  authorized 
by  treaty  to  navigate  the  Columbia,  and  to  force  American  vessels  to 
unload  here  would  subject  them  to  ruinous  expense  and  delay,  and  give 
an  undue  advantage  to  those  of  a  foreign  power.  There  is  moreover  at 
this  port  but  one  small  warehouse  at  the  collector's  disposal,  and  the 
impossibility  of  obtaining  labor  to  erect  others  sufficient  to  store  all  the 
goods  brought  here,  would  alone  have  prevented  it  The  vessels  trad* 
ing  to  the  Columbia,  take  out  chiefly  cargoes  of  lumber  with  some  flour 
and  other  produce,  and  these  they  must  take  in  above.  Any  other 
course  would  in  fact  have  been  to  annihilate  the  trade  of  the  territory. 
The  same  reasons  prevailed  with  him  in  the  case  of  two  French  vessels, 
S'Evile  du  Martin,  and  the  Due  de  Lorges,  which  entered  with  assorted 
cargoes  of  dutiable  goods.  Had  no  other  alternative  been  offered  them 
than  to  unload  here,  they  must  either  have  lost  their  cargoes,  or  changed 
their  destination.  Both  these  vessels  were,  moreover  in  distress  and 
leakiug,  and  they  could  be  repaired  at  no  place  nearer  than  Portland* 
These  instances  are  more  particularly  mentioned,  because  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  have  endeavored  to  stir  up  dissatisfaction  at  the  collector 
conduct  in  the  matter.  In  respect  to  that  company,  the  department  was 
sometime  since  informed  that  they  had  entered  a  protest  against  the 
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collection  of  daties  on  certain  of  their  goods  imported  into  this  territory, 
on  the  grounds,  first,  that  some  of  them  were  intended  for  trade  north  of 
the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  and  second,  that  others  were  for  sale 
to  their  servants.  The  latter  objection  appeared  frivolous  on  its  face, 
and  as  to  the  former  it  seems  sufficient  that  no  security  can  be  offered 
or  enforced  that  the  goods  will  be  so  reexported,  or  will  not  be  brought 
Imck.  Nor  is  any  stipulation  by  treaty  or  law  known  here  that  would 
flupport  it,  if  there  could  be.  Custom  House  supervision  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Columbia  would  at  any  rate  he  a  novel  development 
of  American  enterprise.  The  duties  collected  are  yet  in  the  hands  of 
the  collector,  but  no  instructions  on  the  subject  have  been  received.  It 
is  with  reference  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  that  additional  pr»> 
cautions  are  respectfully  suggested  to  the  department  for  the  protection 
of  the  revenues.  Its  principal  depot  has  been  transfered  to  Victoria 
upon  Vancouver's  Island,  within  sight  of  the  American  shore,  and  at  a 
distance  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  their  port  of  Nisqual* 
ly,  at  the  head  of  Puget's  sound.  From  there  a  route  leads  down  the 
Cowlitz,  (a  river  navigable  for  canoes,  and  upon  which  they  have  estab^ 
lishments,)  to  the  Columbia  and  Fort  Vancouver  on  the  latter  river,  at 
which  they  still  retain  a  trading  house.  Another  practicable  route  leads 
from  Nisqually  by  the  Snohomas  and  Tacquina  rivers  to  the  north  fork  of 
the  Columbia,  near  Fort  Wallah-wallah.  The  temptations  to  an  illicit 
introduction  of  goods  into  Oregon  by  these  routes  are  great,  and 
with  our  present  means  cannot  be  prevented.  Since  the  arrival  of 
the  two  cargoes  early  last  summer  upon  which  duties  were  laid,  none 
have  been  entered  at  this  port  consigned  to  the  company,  and  as  there 
is  neither  a  custom-house  nor  an  officer  at  Nisqually,  there  is  reason  to 
fear  they  have  taken  another  direction.  Certain  it  is  that  they  would 
not  supply  that  station  from  Vancouver  at  the  expense  of  canoe  and 
land  transportation  when  they  can  get  them  direct  from  Victoria.  A 
revenue  station  somewhere  on  Puget's  sound,  and  a  revenue  cutter  to 
cruise  between  there  and  this  river,  can  alone  put  a  stop  to  the  mischief. 
The  trade  of  this  territory  in  the  first  year  of  its  commencement  has  far 
more  than  defrayed  the  expenses  of  collection,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  it  will  continue  to  increase  and  deserve  protection ;  bat, 
independent  of  this,  the  interests  of  the  country  would  seem  to  demand 
that  a  foreign  trading  company,  one  which  has  to  its  utmost  (while  it 
had  the  power)  suppressed  all  American  interests,  should  not  be  permit- 
ted  at  our  cost  ana  risk 'to  stock  the  country  with  goods  and  snpply  the 
nations  with  fire-arms. 

As  there  is  no  armed  vessel  upon  this  coast,  a  cutter  would  moreover 
serve  the  purposes  of  relief  and  protection.  Vessels  blown  off^  during 
the  winter,  have  frequently  suffered  all  but  the  last  extremes  of  distress, 
before  making  port,  and  we  have  ourselves,  no  means  of  assisting  them. 

There  are  besides,  several  tribes  of  Indians,  whose  depredations  require 
to  be  repressed.  Two  cases  have  happened  recently,  one  of  the  pilot 
flchooner  Hackstaff,  from  New  York,  which  grounded  at  the  mouth  of 
Rogue  river,  and  was  taken  possession  o^  and  plundered  by  the  natives, 
the  other  the  barque  Undine  from  San  Francisco,  which'Mras  driven  north 
to  Cape  Flattery,  was  fired  upon,  and  escaped  capture  only,  by  slipping 
her  cable.  This  vessel  was  out  100  days,  her  water  and  provisions  fail- 
ed, and  she  got  iui  when  her  crew  were  on  the  verge  of  starvation. 
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Slill  another  instance  migbt  be  cited.  The  brig  Forrest,  some  two 
months  oat,  and  destitoe  of  provisions,  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  not  being  able  to  enter,  some  of  her  passengers  attempted  to  land  in 
a  boat  They  were  drowned,  and  a  sum  of  about  $15,000  in  gold, 
which  they  had  with  them,  was  picked  up  by  the  Indians  of  Cape  Disap- 
pointment, and  irrecoverably  lost.  A  vessel  of  size  sufficient  to  cruiso 
off  the  harbor,  might  have  prevented  or  remedied  all  these  misfortunes. 

The  erection  of  a  light-house  upon  Cape  Disappointment,  and  at  'Sew 
Dongonnesfl  was  provided  for,  by  this  act  creating  the  territory  of  Oregon^ 
and  the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury  referred  the  subject  to  the  coast 
survey.  Ab  a  long  time  will  elapse,  before  the  duties  of  that  service 
will  permit  their  attention  to  it,  and  as  the  growing  trade  of  this  port 
renders  the  immediate  erection  of  the  first  a  matter  of  vital  importance, 
it  is  respectfully  urged  that  the  collector  be  authorized  to  contract  for 
the  bailding,  and  that  the  lights  and  machinery,  with  a  supply  of  oil,  for 
one  year's  consumption,  be  at  once  sent  out  At  the  same  time  it  should 
be  stated  that  the  sum  appropriated  is,  at  the  prices  of  labor  and  mate- 
rial here,  wholly  insufficient.  Carpenters'  wages  being  ten  dollars  a  day^ 
and  lumber  worth  at  the  mills  100  dollars  per  thousand  superficisd  feet. 
Buoys  and  anchors  for  the  channel  should  also  be  sent  out.  They  cannot 
be  got  here ;  but  if  we  had  them,  they  could  be  put  down  by  the  pilots. 

/No  instructions  have  been  received  by  the  collector,  and  no  forms 
sent  him  respecting  the  returns  of  imports  and  tonnage,  or  of  exports. 
The  imports,  which  from  foreign  countries  hate  been  very  small,  com- 
pared with  the  wants  of  the  country,  are  of  such  various  kinds,  and  in 
such  small  parcels  that  any  account  of  them  would  resemble  the  inven- 
tory of  a  retail  store.  The  exports  have  been  in  round  numbers,  from 
April  Ist,  to  February  1st,  as  follows  :  Sawed  lumber,  four  million  feet, 
vaJned  at  9100  per  thousand  here.  Logs  sawed  and  round  1000, 
shingles  500,000  at  912  per  M.  Flour,  about  3000  barrels,  at  from  $15 
to  920,  besides  potatoes,  onions,  butter  and  cheese  in  considerable  quan- 
tities, bat  in  such  various  packages,  as  to  defy  computation. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  during  the  same  period  was  sixty- 
tkiee,  and  their  aggregate  tonnage  about  13,000.  Of  these,  all  but  four 
^was  entered  coastwise.  Two  others  were  consigned  to  the  Hudson 
B*y  Company,  and  two  were  fVench  vessels. 

The  amount  of  duties  collected  up  to  January  1st  W€i8  about  $23,000, 
€€  which  $6,800  was  paid  under  protest.    It  is  proper  to  remind  the  de- 
partment that  while  no  instructions  or  communications  other  than  those 
mentioned,  have  been  received  here,  and  the  other  departments  of  the 
territorial  government  have  been  equally  overlooked,  no  funds  whatever 
bMve  been  transmitted  for  the  payment  of  salaries,  or  the  expenses  of 
government,  since  its  organization,  except  a  sum  advanced  to  the  col- 
lector on  leaving  the  United  States,  for  the  expenses  of  his  transporta- 
ti<m  and  office.    In  addition,  we  find  by  the  acts  of  the  last  session,  re- 
cently received  here,  that  receivers  of  public  monies  are  ordered  to  pay 
into  ^e  treasury  the  tphok  amount  collected  by  them  without  deducting 
their  salaries  or  expenses.    The  impossibility  of  any  officer  complying 
^with  soch  a  law  at  this  distance  is  evident.     He  must  borrow  or  starve 
before  bis  accounts  could  be  rendered,  the  money  transmitted,  and  the 
sflfclary  sent  back  to  him ;  while  he  cannot  even  use  the  funds  in  his 
for  the  payment  of  government  expenses.    He  is,  in  fact,  required 
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to  advance  to  the  United  States  even  their  own  necessary  disbursements. 
Certainly  the  salaries  of  officers  here  must  be  largely  increased  before 
they  would  consent  to  serve  under  such  conditions.    Drafts  have  been 
made  upon  the  collector  by  the  other  officers  and  by  the  If^slature  for 
the  amount  of  their  pay,  but  with  the  exception  of  those  of  which  yoa 
have  already  been  notified,  they  have  been  dishonored.     Both  the  judges 
are  iibsent  from  the  territory,  there  is  no  district  attorney,  no  Indian 
agent,  no  magistrate  of  any  sort  who  can  issue  a  writ ;  nor  do  any  funds 
exist  for  the  payment  of  witnesses  or  jurors.     In  short,  except  the  mili- 
tary, there  is  no  government  in  the  territory.     Indeed,  unless  a  scale  of 
compensation  exceeding  that  of  the  Atlantic  States  is  adc^ted,  no  go- 
vernment can  be  maintained  here.    Not  an  officer  in  the  territory  can 
live  upon  his  salary  (even  when  paid,)  unaided  by  other  employments. 
The  scale  of  prices  for  articles  of  necessary  use,  and  for  labor,  yon  will 
see  by  the  aceompanjring  memorial  of  officers  of  the  army,  statiuntd 
here,  and  even  that  is  far  below  the  rates  prevailing  at  present   In 
consequence  ot  the  failure  of  the  Pacific  Steam  Compemy  to  bring  tbe 
mails  farther  than  San  Francisco,  they  are  committed  to  transient  ves- 
sels, which  are  generally  weeks  and  sometimes  months  in  making  tbe 
trip,  and  our  receipt  of  intelligence  is  consequently  v6ry  irregular.    The 
injury  to  this  country  is  a  great  one,  and  as  the  home  government  pay 
so  heavy  a  compensation  for  the  service,  we  feel  jnstifi^  in  asking  that 
its  performance  be  enforced.    The  latest  dates  from  Washington  are  at 
this  time  three  months'  old,  and  some  weeks  may  elapse,  in  the  cnstom- 
ary  order  of  things,  before  we  can  either    send   or   receive  intelli- 
gence. 

As  the  commimication  with  the  Atlantic  is  so  uncertain,  and  as  ocetr 
sions  often  occur  when  a  great  responsibility  is  thrown  upon  officers  of 
the  government  here  without  the  possibility  of  consulting  the  proper 
authorities  it  is  trusted  that  the  exercise  of  their  best  discretioo  under 
the  circumstances,  will  be  sustained.  I  take  the  liberty,  however,  of 
suggesting  that  a  confidential  officer  should  be  directed  to  visit  this  coon- 
try,  and  report  to  the  department  the  actual  condition  of  things,  being 
empowered  at  the  same  time  to  give  its  sanction  to  such  proce^iags  as 
are  required  for  the  conduct  of  public  business.  In  partioalar  is  this 
desirable  in  authorizing  expenditures  which  are  absolutely  essential*  and 
yet  are  beyond  the  rates  customarily  allowed. 

General  Adair  having  recently  appointed  me  his  deputy  clerk  and  in- 
spector, under  authority  of  his  letter  of  instructions,  subject  to  your  ap- 
froval,  I  herewith  forward  the  oath  required  by  law,  simply  stating  thit 
am  a  resident  at  this  place,  and  can  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office 
without  interfference  from  or  with  my  private  concemis.  The  Hon- 
Truman  Smith,  Mr.  Clark  Hare,  of  Philadelphia,  or  J.  Presoott  Hall.  U.S. 
District  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  New- York,  will,  1  praniaie, 
permit  me  to  refer  to  them.  The  gentlemen  heretofore  employed,  both 
snbsequentlv  left  for  California.  The  necessity  of  an  assistant  to  tks 
oollector  will  be  understood  from  the  fact  that  be  has  been  able  to  leate 
this  port  but  twice  since  his  arrival  in  the  territory,  and  then  to  acttf 
inspector  on  board  vessels.  The  salary  of  neither  gS&ob  woold,  wtthoot 
other  employments,  be  an  inducement  to  retain  it,  bat  in  the  absenee  of 
any  other  person  I  have  consented  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this.  I  be- 
lieve diat  few  officers  in  the  States  would,  however,  find  a  lees  anshii0 
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spplioaat  I  woald  also  respectftilly  request  that  a  oommissioD,  as  per- 
manent inspector,  with  the  highest  pay  allowed  by  law,  be  granted  to 
Captain  Charles  White,  of  the  pilot-boat  Mary  Taylor.  He  is  the  prin- 
cipal pilot  of  this  port,  and  a  trustworthy  man,  and  his  services  have 
been  important  in  boarding  and  watching  vessels,  and  preventing  the 
landing  of  spirits  at  Baker's  Bay.  The  settlement  there  consists  of  low 
whites,  and  their  traffic  with  the  Indians  is  a  serious  mischief. 
It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  iron  chest,  intended  as  a  depository  of 

Jablic  moneys,  which  was  sent  out  here,  was  accompanied  by  the  wrong 
eys,  and  has  never  been  opened  to  this  day.  Such  a  safe  is  very  desi- 
rable where  all  the  buildings  are  of  wood.  At  present  the  government 
funds  have  to  be  kept  in  the  collector's  house.  General  Adair's  accounts 
for  the  last  quarter  will  be  transmitted  to  the  proper  office  by  the  same 
mail  that  carries  this,  and  his  special  account  for  tne  sum  of  96,000,  ad- 
vanced on  his  departure  from  tne  States,  for  cost  of  transportation  and 
procuring  office  accommodations,  will  be  rendered  so  soon  as  some  out- 
standing bills  are  settled. 

Should  you,  Sir,  demre  from  time  to  time,  any  information  respecting 
the  condition  of  this  territory,  I  believe  that  my  acquaintance  with  the 
country  and  the  inhabitants,  will  enable  me  to  furnish  reliable  intelli- 
gence, and  I  shall  feel  honored  with  anv  application  from  your  own,  or 
other  departments.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  * 

With  perfect  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GIBBS. 
February  22d. 

Information,  believed  to  be  positive,  was  received  to-day,  that  a  Brit- 
ish vessel  was  discharging  at  the  Sound.    No  means  are  in  our  power  to 
intercept  her.    The  papers  of  the  fcurmer  one  were  seized,  and  sent  to 
the  Collector  at  San  Francisoo. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


To  the  Hanorahk,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States^  in  Congress  assemokd : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  officers  of  the  United  States  army 
stationed  in  Oregon  territory^  respectfully  sheweth :  That  your  memo- 
rialists have  been  sent  to  this  territory  on  public  service  in  the  line  of 
their  duty  ;  that  in  addition  to  the  privations  and  hardships  which  diey 
knew  must  exist  at  extreme  frontier  stations  in  a  country  but  recenUy 
opened  for  settlement,  they  find  themselves  in  circumstances  of  the  most 
embarrassing  character  without  oth^r  hope  of  relief  than  such  as  an  ap- 
peal to  your  honorable  body  may  afford. 

They  would  respectfully  state  that  a  condition  of  things  prevails  h&re 
precisely  similar  to  that  known  to  exist  in  California,  and  arising  from 
tbe  same  cause  :  the  discovery  ef-  ^he  gold  mines  and  the  conse- 
quent deterioration  of  the  value  of  money  in  their  vicinity ;  the  Colum*^ 
bia  river  being  but  from  four  to  six  days  sail  from  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
ioniia. 

Tlie  pay  and  idbwanoes  of  the  army  wmve  Mtabliriied  for  a  meridian 
pre  a  very  diffurent  state  of  tUags  as  to  waats  and  prices  prevailed 
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Here,  where  the  common  necessaries  of  life  are  from  four  hundred  to 
two  thousand  per  cent  higher  than  in  the  United  States,  and  the  ordi- 
nary comforts  of  life  are  within  the  reach  only  of  the  wealthy,  or  those 
whose  trade  or  profession  has  kept  them  up  with  the  advance  of  labor 
and  prices,  where  luxuries  are  beyond  the  reach  of  all  but  the  most  for- 
tunate of  these,  they  find  their  pay  utterly  inadequate  to  their  support 
Rigid  economy  can  scarcely  eke  out  a  living  on  a  stipend  fixed  under 
circumstances  so  difierent. 

Without  relief  they  must  suffer  great  privations,  such  as  would  not 
comport  with  the  character  of  a  great  nation  to  require  of  her  servants 
in  time  of  peace,  or  contract  debts  beyond  their  resources,  and  thus 
bring  disgrace  upon  the  service. 

They  cannot  enumerate  here  all  the  facts  which  would  render  appa- 
rent the  necessity  of  the  relief  asked  for,  but  would  respectfully  refer  to 
the  annexed  price  current  and  to  the  statements  of  several  of  the  princi- 
pal citizrns  of  the  territory,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pay  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  department  is  not  equal  to  that  of  those  to 
whom  the  ordinary  branches  of  industry  are  open,  and  that  of  a  captain 
or  subaltern  is  not  as  much  as  common  day  labor  would  yield,  their  ex- 
penses being  much  greater  than  if  engaged  in  those  pursuits. 

While  ;^our  memorialists  ask  that  such  an  increase  may  be  made  of 
their  pay  and  allowances  as  will  afford  the  n  a  comfortable  living,  they 
would  also  state  that  although  the  soldier  having  his  allowances  (food 
and  clothing)  furnished  him  in  kind  here  as  in  the  United  States,  caonot 
feel  the  difference  in  his  position  as  much  as  his  officer,  still  the  induce- 
ments to  desert  are  so  great,  that  economy  would  suggest  a  liberal  in- 
crease of  his  pay,  and  thus  by  awarding  those  who  remain  faithful  to 
their  colors,  prevent  the  loss  to  government  of  the  services  of  many  on 
whose  account  expenses  have  been  incurred. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
Signed  by  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  stationed  in  Oregon  Thrittny* 


Statement  of  his  Excellency ,  Governor  Joseph  Lane. 

I  know  well  that  the  officers  of  the  army,  on  duty  in  Oregon,  cannot 
live  upon  their  pay,  as  fixed  by  law ;  their  salaries  must  be  increased, 
or  they  must  bring  to  their  support  other  means  than  their  pay.  The 
good  of  the  service,  as  well  as  justice  to  the  officers  serving  in  Oregon, 
will,  I  hope,  be  a  sufficient  appeal  to  Congress,  for  a  prompt  increase  of 
pay.  I  am  also  well  satisfied  that  the  pay  of  the  soldier  serving  in  Ore- 
gon ought  to  be  increased,  and  unless  it  is  done  it  will  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  keep  a  force  in  Oregon. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  LANE. 

Oregon  City^  Dec.  12th,  1849. 


Statement  of  Dr.  Jno.  McLaughlin,   Ex-Chvemor  qf  the   Hudson  Bajf 

Company* 

I  feel  confident  that  I  am  fully  acquainted  wiUi  the  price  of  labor,  and 
of  every  article  of  provisions  and  goods  sold  in  the  ooantry,  and  I  sbi 
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terlsm  that  H  is  impossdble  for  ciTil  or  military  officers  to  support  them- 
selves on  their  pay ;  and  the  high  price  of  labor  here  and  in  California 
is  snch  an  inducement  to  soldiers  to  desert,  that  unless  measures  are 
taken  to  make  it  their  interest  to  stick  to  the|r  colors,  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  maintain  a  military  force  in  the  country ; 
and  most  certainly  a  military  force  is  required. 

(Signed)  JOHN  M'LAUGHLIN. 

Appended  to  the  original  memorial  are  other  and  similar  statements 
made  by  cttisens  of  the  territory* 


»eioboueebkt: 

Oregon  Cihf,  O.  T.,  Dec.  M,  1849. 


Flour,  per  banrel, 

.  i 

1 

a 

•20.00  now. 

•80^ 

Oats,     *"    bushel. 

« 

2.00 

a 

8.00 

a 

M 

Potatoes,  per  bushel,  •    - 

- 

iUM> 

a 

8.00 

4* 

8 

Beets,        M        «           ^ 

« 

5.00 

t* 

19 

OmoDs,     ^ 

- 

5.00 

u 

15 

Eggs,  per  dozen, 

- 

75 

a 

1.00 

Milk,    **    q«art, 

• 

75 

Pmiltry,  per  pair. 

- 

1.00 

a 

IM 

Cheese,    **  pound. 

- 

75 

8tiq^,<brown)  per  pound, 
-     (white)    **        ^ 

• 

28 

- 

40 

Bee^  per  pomid. 

- 

m 

t$ 

1» 

Pork,  •* 

- 

M 

«7i 

Mutton,  per  poimd, 

- 

16 

Butter,    ** 

• 

1.00 

a 

1.25 

M 

1.50 

l^indsor  chairs,  per  dozen. 

• 

• 

8aoo 

Common  Dinner  Plates,  per  dozen. 

« 

2.00 

Do     Tea  Cups,          ** 

«s 

• 

aoo 

a 

5.00 

Do     Tumblers,  ffint,  * 

M 

• 

4.50 

. 

Do     Knives  and  Forks, 

U 

• 

5.00 

Britannia  Spoons,  (large)  ** 

u 

- 

8.50 

Do            do     (small)  ** 

<l 

/ 

1.50 

CkMurse  Boots,  (stoga,)  per  pair 

f  • 

- 

10.00 

J>o    Shoes,  per  pair,  - 

« 

- 

5.00 

Domestics,  per  yard. 

- 

- 

» 

a 

20 

Oburpenters*  labor,  per  day. 

- 

- 

10.00 

OooiiDon  day  labor. 

- 

- 

4.00 

M 

5 

fi£wLking  frock  coat,  (uniform,) 

- 

- 

80.00 

r€P^\i  Coat  complete,  (uniform,) 

- 

65.00 

ICaJcing  Pantaloons, 

- 

- 

10.00 

X>o      Vest, 

• 

- 

8.00 

I>o      Shirts, 

• 

• 

8.00 

[l^Aisliing,  per  dozen,      - 

• 

- 

8.00 

8.  Doo.  No.  5S— II 


(Signed)  CAMPBELL  6c  SBfITB» 


The  &]|>oyeis.a  niod^rate  statement  of  tbe  price3  current;  many  of 
the  artiQlea  are  at  tlus  time  held  at  higher  prices, 

(%ued) 
S.  BL  HOLDERNESS,  H.  LEE  &  CO., 
A-  LEE  LEWIS,  H.  B.  CO. 

Lumber,,  per  l^QQD  feet»  at  the  mills,        -        -    #1.00 
Cord  Wooa  for  fuel,  per  cord,         -        -        -  5 

Candles,  Sperm,  per  pound,  .        .        .  e 


Part  of  Astoria,  District  of  Oregon^  March  13(A,  I860, 

Sie:  A'copyof  the  circular  instructions,  new  series.  No.  26,  dated 
November  lOth,  1849^  reached  here  in  the  course  of  the  month  of 
January.  As  it  was  directed  to  Mr.  St  John,  who  was  then  expected, 
and  the  nature  of  its  contents  unknown,  General  Adair  did  not  open  it 
until  the  receipt  of  informal  Intelligence  that  he  was  not,  at  least  immqdi* 
ately,  coming  out.  The  instructions  of  the  22d  August,  therein  referred 
to,  have  never  been  received,  and  the  forms  prescribed  being  unknown, 
the  information  cannot  be  forwarded  as  required,  but  a  monthly  trans* 
cript  from  the  account  current  will  be  hereafter  sent  instead  until 
otherwise  directed.  Permit  me  to  say,  however,  that  until  8on>e  other 
than  the  existing  mail  arrangements  are  made,  the  certainty  of  their  re« 
ception  is  doubtftal. 

In  order  that  the  department  may  not  attribute  to  negl^;ence  the  in- 
formalities of  this,  office,  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  list  of  all  the 
instructions  received  by  the  colleotor  from  the  department  sini^e  his  ar* 
rifal  here. 

1.  From  Solicitor  of  Tr'y,  da^ed  May  16th,  1840,  enclosing  new  bonds. 

2.  **      Register        •«        ••        Sept.  8th,  1849,  requiring  list  of  re- 

venue officers. 

8.      **      Secretaiij-      **        ••  Oct.  I2th,  1849,  (new  series.  No.  23.) 

4.      **             ••              .4        *«  Oct.  15t)i,  1849,  (njew  series,  No.  24.) 

6.      "             •*              ^        ^  Nov.  10th,  1849,  (nqw  series,  No.  26.) 

6.  "             "              •'        **  April  17th,  1849,  (No.  5,  enclosure.) 

7.  "      Comptroller  "        ••  Dec.  19th,  1849,  relating  to  payment 

of  Oregon  Legislature,  received  March  lOthl 

No  other  forms  are  in  possession  of  the  collector  except  the  eommon 
blanks  of  coastwise  maoife^ts  and  clearances,  and  registers  for  vessels. 
The  forms  required  i>y  the  department  for  reporting  imports  and  t4Minagef 
making  entries,  dec.,  crew  lists,  bills  of  health,  licenses  and  enrolments 
were  never  delivered  to  him,  nor  were  any  in9tfU4^tions  given  as  to  keep- 
ing and  rendition  of  his  accounts.  In  fact  he  w^  obiig;^  to  proceed 
with  such  dispatch,  that  no  time  was  afibrded  properly  to  collect  the 
material.  The  safet  as  I  mentioned  in  a  previous  letter,  w^s  sent  out, 
together  with  a  set  of  scales,  measures,  an  office  press  and  seal,  but  tifee 
kevs  did  not  correspond,  and  the  safe  h€ts  never  been  opened. 

With  every  disposition  to  conform  to  the  requisitions  of  law,  and  to 
proper  oflleial  forms,  a  want  of  suffici^t  infc^rmation,  as  well  as  the 
difficulties.  p£  iipofiition  in  a  country  affording  so  few  facilities  as  Oregon, 
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have  undoubtedly  prevented  their  strict  observance.    As  far  as  possible 
ibese  will  be  remedied  as  your  instructions  are  received. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Thurston  mentions  that  no  communication  whatever 
bad  been,  up  to  December,  received  from  this  office,  nor  any  ac- 
counts. The  accounts  of  the  quarters  ending  with  June  and  Septemberi 
were,  I  am  informed  by  the  collector,  duly  forwarded,  and  that  of  Janu^ 
ary  was  enclosed  by  myself.  I  have  written  to  the  first  comptroller  that 
duplicates  would  be  sent  with  those  of  the  current  quarter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  mr,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GIBBS, 

Deputy  CoOedor. 
Hon.  W.  M.  MsREDrm, 

AcrettLTf  of  Tt^. 


DbPARTMENT  of  the  iMTERIORf 

Washington,  May  20th,  18S0. 

Sot :  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  be- 
fore you,  herewith,  copies  of  all  such  papers  on  file  or  under  the  control 
of  this  department,  as  are  called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate 
of  the  9th  inst,  they  being  all  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  4th  of 
such  resolutions 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING,  Secretary. 
To  the  PuMUNDiT  of  the  United  States. 


Offics  of  the  Marshal  of  the  U.  S. 

For  Oregon  Territory,  June  1st,  1849. 

Sia :  Bv  the  accompanying  proclamation  of  Governor  Lane,  you  wiU 
aee  that  the  times  and  places  for  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  and  for  this  territory  have  been  fixed ;  and  as  I  have  never  yet 
been  furnished  with  any  funds  whatevcTf  I  take  occasion  to  make  the 
following  requisition  upon  jou. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  next  term  of  the  courts  for  the  several  coun- 
ties of  Linn,  Champoeg,  Clackamas,  Vancouver,  Benton,  Polk,  Yamhill, 
ToaliQr*  and  Clatsop,  ^ere  will  be  wanted  the  following  sums,  to  wit : 

F*or  the  fees  of  witnesses,     . 
•*"•*"   Jurors,    .... 
*•    District  Attorney's  fees  in  criminal  cases, 
••    Olerk^s  fee  in  criminal  cases, 
**    Marshal's  travel  fee  in  attending  said  courts, 
*•    Fuel,  lights'and  stationery, 
**    Criers  and  assistants  to  the  marshal, 
**    Expenses  of  prisoners, 
'^    Miscellaneous  expenses. 

Sum  now  actually  needed. 


•450.00 

900.00 

180.00 

370.00 

100.00 

225.00 

270.00 

135.00 

235.00 

$8756.00 
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You  are  requested,  therefore,  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  your  warrant 
for  this  latter  sum,  and  cause  the  amount  to  be  remitted  to  me,  to  be 
used  in  defraying  necessary  expenses  of  courts. 

Respectmlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  L.  MEEK, 

U.  S.  Mar  Ad. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


PROCLAMATION. 
By  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  ^  Oregmi. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  I4th,  in  the 

{rear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight, /'to  estab- 
ish  the  territorial  government  of  Oregon : " 

I,  Joseph  Lane,  governor  of  the  territory  of  Oregon,  do  hereby  declare 
and  make  known  that  the  territory  is  for  the  present  divided  into  three 
judicial  districts,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  counties  of  Linn,  Champoeg,  Clackamas,  and  Vancouver  shall 
form  and  constitute  the  first  judicial  district,  the  counties  of  Benton,  Polk, 
Yamhill,  Tuality,  and  Clatsop  the  second,  and  the  county  of  Lewis  wil) 
compose  the  third  judicial  district  The  Hon.  William  P.  Bryant,  chief 
justice  of  the  said  court,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  first  judicial  district; 
and  the  Hon.  O.  C.  Pratt,  one  of  the  associate  justices  of  said  court,  is 
hereby  assigned  the  said  second  district. 

Ana  the  courts  in  the  several  counties  in  the  first  judicial  district 
shall  be  commenced  and  held  as  follows :  In  the  county  of  Linn,  at  the 
town  of  Albany,  on  the  first  Monday  in  August  next,  and  on  the  first 
Mondays  of  April  and  September  annually  thereafter  ;  in  the  county  of 
Champoeg,  at  the  town  of  Salem,  on  the  second  Monday  of  August 
next,  and  on  the  second  Mondavs  of  April  and  September  annually 
thereafter ;  and  in  the  county  of  Clackamas,  on  the  third  Monday  in 
August  next,  at  Oregon  city,  and  on  the  third  Mondays  of  April  and 
September  annually  thereafter;  and  in  the  county  of  Yancouver,  at 
Vancouver,  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  August  next,  and  on  the  fourth 
Mondays  of  April  and  September  thereafter.  And  the  court  ahall  sit 
six  days  in  each  of  the  above-named  counties,  if  the  business  thereof 
requires  it 

And  the  courts  in  the  several  counties  in  the  said  second  judicial  dis- 
trict shall  be  conmienced  and  held  as  follows :  In  the  county  of  Benton, 
at  the  house  of  J.  C.  Avery,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next, 
and  on  the  first  Mondavs  of  May  and  October  annually  thereafter ;  in 
the  county  of  Polk,  at  the  Jefierson  Institute,  on  die  second  Monday  of 
September  next,  and  on  the  second  Mondays  of  May  and  October  annu- 
ally thereafter ;  in  the  county  of  Yamhill,  at  the  town  of  Lafayette,  oa 
the  third  Monday  in  September  next,  and  on  the  third  Mondays  of  May 
and  October  annually  thereafter ;  in  the  county  of  Tualitv,  at  the  town 
of  Portland,  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  September  next,  and  on  the  fourth 
Mondays  of  May  and  October  annually  thereafter ;  and  in  the  county 
of  Olatsc^,  at  the  town  of  Astoria,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  next. 
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and  on  the  first  Blondays  in  Jane  and  November  annuallv  thereafter. 
And  the  conrt  shall  sit  six  days  in  each  of  the  above-namea  counties,  if 
the  business  thereof  requires  it. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Oregon  City,  Oregon  Territory,  May  28d, 
1840.  JOSEPH  LANE. 


OwncK  or  ths  MAmraAL  of  tbb  UvrrsD  States, 

For  Oregm  Tsrriiary,  Oct.  2Ut,  1840. 
Sn :  For  the  expenses  of  the  next  spring  term  of  the  district  courts 
for  the  several  counties  of  Lirni,  Marion,  Clackamas,  Clarke,  Benton, 
Polk,  Yamhill,  Washington,  Clatsop  and  Lewis,  there  will  be  wanted 
the  following  sums,  to  wit : 

For  the  fees  of  witnesses,  •            •            •            .            .  9450  00 

**          **          jurors,              .            .            •            .  .        900  00 

^  District  Attorney's  fees  in  criminal  cases,    •            .  300  00 

**  Clerk's  fees  in  criminal  cases,    ....        370  00 

^'  Marshall's  travel  fee,  in  attending  said  courti  100  00 

'^  Fuel,  lights  and  stationery,        .            .            .  .        225  00 

^  Criers  and  assistants  to  the  marshal,                        .  270  00 

'*  Expenses  of  prisoners,    «            .            .            .  .135  00 

^  Miscellaneous  expenses,        ....  225  00 

Sum  now  actually  needed^  «  •  .        •2,875  00 

You  are  requested,  therefore,  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  your  warrant 
for  this  latter  sum,  and  cause  the  amount  to  be  remitted  to  me,  to  be 
used  in  defraying  necessary  expenses  of  courts. 

RespecthiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  L.  MEEK, 
U.  S.  Marsha. 
To  the  Solicitpr  of  the  Treasury. 


Marshal's  Officb,  Orsoon  Citt, 

Oregon  Territory^  October  24,  1849. 

Sot :  The  following  sums  of  money  have  been  anticipated,  and  will  be 
necessary  for  the  expenses  of  defraying  the  costs  and  charges  incident 
to  the  holding  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  terri- 
tory of  Oregon,  to  wit : 

Rent  of  room  for  the  court  one  yeac,           •        •        •        •  #225  00 

Furniture,  tables,  chairs  and  carpetting,  &c.,                  •        .  320  68 

Locks,  repairs,  &c.,     .        .        .        •        .        ,        .        .  18  00 

Records  and  stationery,  and  seal, 50  00 

Whole  sum, $613  63 

You  are  requested,  therefore,  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  your  warrant 
for  the  latter  sum,  and  cause  the  amount  to  be  remitted  to  me,  to  be 
used  in  defraying  fiecessary  expenses  of  the  court. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  L.  MEEK, 
To  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury.  U.  S.  Marshal 
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OfFICB  or  TBB  MaBSSALv 

For  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  October  22,  184P. 
Sis  :  In  my  draft  on  your  department  for  the  funds  necessary  to  dis- 
charge the  expenses  incident  to  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  this  territory,  under  date  of  this  first  day  of  June,  1849, 1  did  not  in- 
clude the  county  of  Lewis,  as  that  county  was  set  apart  as  the  district 
No.  8  by  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  the  territory,  and  no  judge 
having  appeared  to  preside  in  said  distriet,  it  was  presumed  that  no 
funds  would  be  required  fi>r  that  purpose ;  since  which  time,  however, 
the  legislative  assembly,  by  an  act  bearing  date  the  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1640,  placed  the  said  county  in  the  first  judicial  district,  and  directed 
that  the  judge  of  that  disMct  should  hold  a  court  in  said  county  of 
Lewis,  on  the  Ist  Monday  of  October  inst. ;  and  the  following  expenses 
have  been  incurred  in  holding  said  court,  which  I  have  not  the  nseans 
of  defraying,  and  not  having  drawn  for  them,  will  not  have  until  re- 
ceived, to  wit : 

Marshal's  fees,  travelling  to  court,  400  miles,  #40  00 

Three  days'  attendance  upon  oouit,  * 15  00 

Summoning  grand  jury, 20  00 

'•  petit  jury, SO  00 

One  bai]iff*'s  fees,  three  days  at  #3, 0  00 

First  assistant's    **        **        at  92  50, 7  00 

Witnesses' fees  and  mileage,    ^ 11  50 

For  erecting  scafibld,  coffins,  dec.,  for  two  Indians  convicted  for 

murder,         •        .        ..       • 90  00 

For  per  diem  of  grand  and  petit  jurors  and  travelling  expenses,  6M  25 
For  fee  allowed  by  the  court  to  district  attorney  appointed  by 

the  governor  to  prosecute  six  Indians  tried  for  muider,  •  250  00 
For  fee  allowed  by  the  court  to  David  Stone,  Esq.,  an  attorney 

at  law,  appointed  by  the  court  to  defend  the  said  Indians,         250  W 

Clerk's  fees,  and  per  diem, 15  00 

Stationery, 10  00 

For  crier  of  court, 9  00 

For  interpreters  to  the  court  allowed  by  the  court,     .        .        .    25  00 

Sum  now  actually  needed, #1,882  25 

You  are  requested,  therefore,  to  draw  on  your  treasurer  your  warrant 
for  this  latter  sum,  and  cause  the  amount  to  be  remitted  to  me,  to  be 
used  in  defraying  necessary  expenses  of  court. 

Respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  L.  MEEK, 

U.  S.  Mar9kal. 
To  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 


DSPAETMBNT  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

Offiee  Indian  Affairs,  May  20<At  1B50. 
Sm :  In  reply  to  the  last  clause  of  the  Senate  resolution  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, a  copy  of  which  was  referred  to  this  office  on  the  1 7th,  requesting- 
that   the  ^sident  of  the  United  Stales  shall  furnish  to  the  Senate, 
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•Mrhatcv^  intetligenee  may  have  been  received  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment, respecting  the  condition  of  civil  affairs  in  the  Oregon  Territory." 
I  have  ^e  honor  to  send  herewith,  the  only  document  on  file,  in  this 
branch  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  at  all  pertinent  to  the  enquiry, 
being  the  last  and  only  report  received  from  the  late  Goveiior  Lane,  ex- 
offioio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  f6r  that  Territory. 

No  official  communication  had  yet  beeh  received  from  aniy  Indian  ^ub- 
a^ent  In  Oregon. 

Veryrespebtfally,  wur  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  BROWN,  CofnmisHoner. 
Hon.  T.  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Tb  the  Hon.  ike  Secretary  of  War^  or  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  coon  aAer  my  arrival  here,  and 
as  soon  as  it  was  known  among  the  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  borderinig 
the  settlements,  that  the  Governor  had  arrived,  they  flocked  in ;  chieie, 
head-men,  warriors^  and,  in  many  instances,  entire  bands,  expecting 
presents,  making  known  diat  the  lyhites  had  promised,  from  time  to  time, 
diat  when  the  laws  of  the  United  States  were  extended  over  Oregon, 
the  Groveaor  would  bring  them  blankets,  shirts,  and  such  otner  artkles 
as  would  be  useful  to  them.  At  this  time,  I  had  received  neither  money 
nor  instructions  from  the  Indian  Department,  and  eonseiqiaeBtly  was  tm- 
prepared  to  give  them  anything.  Although  they  Mi  disappointed  at 
not  receiving  presents,  they  evinced  a  feeling  of  friendship  towaHd  ns, 
and  generally  expressed  a  desire  to  sell  their  possessory  rights  to  any 
portion  of  their  country,  that  our  government  ^uld  wis£  to  purchase. 

Early  in  April  I  received  ten  tlu>U8and  dollars,  ( one  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars  less  cost  of  transportation)  a  portion  of  which  I  have  used  for 
Indian  purposes. 

Having  no  assistance,  neither  agents  nor  sub-agents,  I  found  it  neces- 
aajry  to  visit  in  person  many  of  the  tribes  in  their  own  country.  In  the 
month  of  April,  I  proceeded  to  the  Dales  of  the  Columbia,  called  together 
the  tribes  and  bands  in  that  vicinity,  including  the  Dek  Chutes  river  and 
Yacamaw  Indians :  held  a  talk  with  them,  made  them  some  presents  to 
the  amount  of  near  two  hundred  dollars,  and  had  the  gratification,  at 
the  request  of  the  chief'of  the  Yacamaws  to  bring  about  a  peace  between 
that  tribe  and  the  Walla- wallas,  Jtrho  were  at  that  time  engaged  in  war. 

These  tribes,  I  wa4s  pleased  to  find,  were  friendly  and  weu  disposed 
towards  us,  and  like  the  tribes  bordering  the  settlements,  anxious  to  sell 
their  lands. 

Early  in  the  month  of  May  I  received  information  of  the  murder  of 
Wallace,  at  Fort  Nesqually,  on  Puget's  sound,  by  the  §no-qualimick  and 
Skey- whamish  Indians,  and  that  the  few  American  settlers  in  that  country 
were  much  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  their  families,  hourly  expecting  to 
be  attacked  by  the  Indians,  who  had  threatened  to  destroy  the  settle- 
ments. At  that  time  there  were  no  troops  in  the  country,  except  some 
eight  men  under  Lieut.  G.  W.  Hawkins,  of  the  Rifles. 

I  at  once  concluded  to  visit  the  sound,  and  assist  in  putting  the  settlers 
in  the  best  possible  condition  to  resist  an  attack,  there  being  only  ten 
fomilies  in  that  section  of  the  country. 
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I  accordingly  pvoceeded»  in  company  with  Lieut.  Hawkins  a»i  Are 
men,, taking  with  me  muskets  and  ammunition  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  settlers ;  fortunately,  the  day  after  my  arrival  at  the  sound  I  received 
an  express  from  Mcgor  Hathaway,  notifying  me  of  his  arrival  at  Fon 
Vancouver^  with  two  companies  of  the  1st  artillery^  and  of  his  readincM 
to  move,  if  his  services  were  required. 

I  hastened  to  inform  the  Indians,  through  Dr.  Solmie,  who  has  charge 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  Fort  at  Nesqually,  of  the  arrrval  of  oar 
forces  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  further  outrage  until  the  troops 
could  move  in  that  direction. 

A  copy  of  my  letter  to  Solmie  is  here  given. 

New  Market,  Mqy  11th,  1849. 
WiLUAM  F.  SoLniB,  Esq., 

Nesfptally. 
Sib  :  I  have  just  learned  by  expres.s  that  two  companies  of  artillery 
have  arrived  at  Vancouver,  by  the  United  States  steamer  Massac- 
chusetts. 

It  was  my  intention  to  visit  you  at  the  Fort ;  but  owing  ta  this  fact,  I 
.  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  return  without  delay.    I  have  therefore  to 
make  the  particular  request  of  you,  not  to  furnish  the  Indians  with  am- 
munition, and  to  ask  of  you  the  favor  to  cause  the  hostile  tribe,  who 
have  committed  the  outrage,  to  be  informed  that  any  repetition  of  the 
like  conduct  will  be  visited  promptly  with  their  complete  destruction  ; 
that  our  force,  which  will  be  immediately  increased,  is  at  this  time  amply 
snfficient  for  an  immediate  expedition  against  them,  and  that  tl^ 
moment  I  am  informed  that  any  injury  has  been  committed  by  thetD 
upon  our  people,  they  will  be  visited  by  sudden  and  severe  chastisement* 
By  making  this  communication  to  them,  you  will  greatly  oblige, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  LANE. 

When  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Solmie,  it  was  my  intention,  in  the  event  that 
Major  Hathaway  should  establish  a  fort  near  Nesqually,  to  visit  the 
sound,  have  an  understanding  with  the  miyor,  get  his  co-operation,  and 
make  a  demand  upon  the  chiefs  of  the  above  mentioned  tribes  for  the 
guilty  persons,  to  be  tried  and  punished  for  Ihe  murder  of  an  American 
citizen,  according  to  law.  But  soon  after  my  return,  about  the  middle 
of  June,  I  received  instructions,  bearing  date,  war  department,  office  of 
Indian  affairs,  August  31st,  1848,  also,  information  of  the  appointment 
of  J.  Quinn  Thornton,  George  C.  Preston  and  Robert  Newell  of  Oregon* 
sub-agentSy  to  be  employed  and  reside  in  that  territory,  and  requiring  the 
performance  of  certain  duties  therein  specified. 

It  was  intended  that  these  instrudtions  should  reach  me  at  St.  Loui% 
on  my  way  out,  but  failed  so  to  do,  and  were  afterwards  sent  to  Califor- 
nia by  Lieut.  Beale,  which  accounts  for  their  delay  in  reaching  me- 

Before  their  instructions  came  to  hand  I  had  seen  most  of  the  tribes  and 
bands  bordering  the  settlements,  collected  such  information  as  I  supposed 
would  be  useful,  and  made  such  small  presents  (per  accounts  and  vou- 
chers) as  in  my  judgment  were  necessary  to  conciliate  their  good  will. 

I  promptly  handed  to  Thornton  and  Newell  their  appointments,  they 
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executed  tbeir  bonds  and  took  Uie.  oath  reqmred,  as  will  be  seen  by  their 
bondSy  which  have  been  forwarded^  Mr.  Preston  was  then  and  is  now 
absent  from  the  territory,  and  it  is  supposed  will  not  return.  I  therefore, 
of  necessity,  divided  the  territory  into  two  sab*agency  districts,  and  as- 
agned  J.  Quinn  Thornton  to  that  part  of  the  territorv  of  Oregon,  lying 
north  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  Newell  to  the  south  of  the  Columbia, 
and  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  the  above  sub-agents  were  furnished  with 
their  instructions  touching  the  points  embodied  in  said  communication. 

As  I  am  anxious  in  this  report  to  give  a  true  and  reliable  statement 
of  factSy  just  as  they  are,  that  the  government  may  be  placed  in  posses- 
sion of  a  true  history  of  our  Indian  affairs  in  OregoUy  and  as  both  the 
sub-agents  have  submitted  lengthy  reports,  it  wiU  not,  I  hope,  be  coo- 
sider^  improper  for  me  to  mention — 

P^irst,  that  Mr.  Newell  is  an  old  mountaineer,  having  spent  ten  years  in 
the  mountains,  (from  1829  to  18d9|)  where  he  followed  trapping,  by  which 
means  he  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  the  tribes  and  of  the  country ; 
from  1839  to  the  present  time  he  has  resided  within  the  district  to  which 
he  is  assigned  to  duty,  and  has  become  well  acquainted  with  the  Indians 
in  the  valley  of  the  Willammette,  speaks  tolerablv  well  the  tongue  of 
several  of  the  tribes,  and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  Indians  and  their 
country,  without  visiting  them  or  travelling  over  the  country,  has  naade 
out  and  submitted  his  report,  from  which  I  make  such  abstracts  as  in 
my  opinion  are  of  sufficient  importance  to  entitle  them  to  your  con- 
rideration. 

^  The  S/iOshonee  or  Snake  Indians  inhabit  a  section  of  country  west 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  from  the  summit  of  these  mountains,  north  along 
Wind  river  mountains  to  Henry's  Fork,  down  Henry's  Fork  to  the  mouth 
of  Lewis  or  Snake  river,  down  the  same  to  about  forty  miles  below  Fort 
Hall,  thence  southerly  to  the  Great  Salt  lake^  thence  easterly  to  the  sum- 
mit, by  wav  of  the  head  waters  of  Bear  river.  These  Indians  are  divided 
into  small  bands,  and  are  to  be  found  scattered  in  the  mountains,  and 
are  called  Diggers.  They  are  not  hostile^  and  are  poor  and  miserable. 
Small  bands  of  this  tribe  are  scattered  from  the  head- waters  of  Snake 
river  to  the  Grand  Round — a  distance  of  four  or  five  hundred  miles.  It 
is  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  tbeir  exact  number.  The  main  band 
numbers  about  seven  hundred.  The  total  number  of  the  entire  tribe 
is  about  two  thousand.  Thev  subsist  principally  upon  fish,  roots, 
grass,  seed,  &c.,  they  have  a  few  horses,  are  indifferently  armed,  are 
well  disposed  towards  the  whites,  and  kill  but  little  game  ;  but  little  of 
their  land  is  susceptible  of  cultivation,  with  the  exception  of  that  portion 
now  occupied  by  the  Mormons. 

The  Ponaskta  Indiaqs  occupy  a  large  district  of  country  south  of 
Snake  river,  from  forty  miles  below  Fort  Hall  to  the  Grand  Round, 
south  in  the  direction  of  Salt  Lake,  and  west  toward  the  California  moun- 
tains. This  tribe  is  divided  into  small  bands,  and  are  so  intermarried 
with  the  Shoshonees  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  discriminate  between 
diem.  The  Ponashtas  predominate  however.  They  are  a  warlike 
people,  are  poor,  have  a  few  arms,  and  live  principally  by  hunting  and 
fishing.  They  number  about  eighty  warriors,  total,  five  hundred  and 
fifty. 

The  Coutenay  Indians  live  partly  in  the  British  possessions  and  partly 
in  Oregon  territory.    That  portion  of  Uie  tribe  being  in  this  territory 
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4^ompri8e  about  four  huhdred  sonlSt  of  whom  one  knndred  ard  capable 
or  bearing  arms,  which  they  procure  from  the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 
They  have  but  little  land  fit  for  cultivation,  live  by  huntings  and  have 
matiy  horses.  Although  they  have  no  mission  they  frequent  the  Ga- 
lespelins,  by  which  means  they  derive  some  instructions  from  the 
Catholic  missionaries  thero  ;  total  number  four  hundred. 

The  Saliik  or  Flat  Head  Indians  occupy  from  Bitter  Root  river,  a  fbric 
of  the  Columbia,  all  the  country  drained  by  that  stream  down  to  what 
is  called  the  Hell  Grate,  a  distance  of  probably  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  This  country  is  narrow  and  broken,  but  little  of  it  suitable  for 
cidtivation.  Total  number  about  three  hundred  and  twenty,  of  whom 
one  hundred  are  warriors.  They  till  the  soil  in  small  quantities  on 
Bitter  Root  river,  under  the  direction  of  the  Jesuit  mission,  have  horses 
and  cattle,  are  not  inclined  to  rove,  and  are  a  brave  and  noble  race, 
friendlv  to  the  whites.  They  are  well  armed,  and  hunt  buffalo  annu- 
ally ;  three  hundred  and  twenty. 

The  Calespin  Indians  are  in  two  bands,  and  occupy  a  large  portion  of 
country,  commencing  below  the  SalM  tribe  and  extending  to  near  Fort 
Calville,  and  north-east  among  the  lakes.  Thev  mimbar  over  twelve 
hundred.  One  of  these  bands  has  small  spots  of  good  land,  where  they 
raise  peas,  potatoes,  &e.,  they  also  have  some  horses,  cattle  and  fine 
hogs ;  are  friendly  and  brave,  indifferently  armed,  and  Kve  on  fish,  roots, 
game,  dec.  They  hunt  buffalo.  There  is  a  Catholic  misrion  in  their 
country.  They  number  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  warriors.  Total 
number  twelve  hundred. 

The  Panduras  or  Squiaelps  occupy  the  country  east  of  Colville  :  are 
poor,  friendly,  tolerably  well  armed,  and  annually  hunt  buffalo.  They 
number  about  1,200,  of  whom  450  are  warriors.    Total  1,200. 

The  KMh  Falb  or  ColviUe  Indians,  live  between  the  Calespelin  tribe 
and  Fort  Colville,  above  the  small  lakes ;  are  divided  into  two  bands ; 
their  total  number  amounting  to  800,  100  of  whom  are  warriors ;  they 
have  a  few  horses,  no  cattle,  badly  armed,  well  disposed,  and  live  on 
fish  and  roots.  There  is  a  Catholic  mission  in  their  country ;  tbey  have 
some  good  lands,  which  are  mostly  occupied  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany.   Total,  800. 

The  Ccetir  d^Helene,  or  Pointed  Hearts^  live  between  the  Spokans  and 
Colespelin  ;  their  country  is  very  fertile,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Catholic  mission,  they  cultivate  the  same  ;  they  live  on  fish,  roots,  and 
small  game ;  they  have  some  few  arms,  and  are  friendly ;  number  500| 
of  which  forty  are  warriors. 

The  Spokan  tribe  occupy  the  country  between  Fort  Colville  and  Sa 
aptin ;  they  are  divided  into  many  bands^  wbJ  are  all  friendlv ;  they 
number  about  ^1000.  Previous  to  the  Waillatpue  massacres,  they  had 
a  mission  among  them,  from  which  they  received  much  infi>rmation,  but 
it  is  now  vacated.  They  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  small  pre- 
sents from  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  ;  they  are  well  armed,  and  live  on 
buffalo,  fish  and  roots.    Total  nuinber,  1000. 

The  Onkinegans  inhabit  the  country  north  of  Fort  Colville ;  are  well 
armed,  and  number  about  700.  They  are  well  disposed  toward  the 
whites. 

The  Sengmb  live  on  tlie  Ootuarii>ia,  near  the  Kettle  Falls;  are  well 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


disposed,  bat  vefy  poor ;  they  number  aboat  Wdi  have  some  horses,  asd 
a  few  guns ;  they  subsist  on  fish,  roots,  &o.  dtc. 

The  Neckpercie  inhabit  a  large  portion  of  country  on  the  Snake,  Clear- 
water, and  Salmon  rivers ;  they  are  an  intelligent  and  good  people,  and 
have  very  numerous  herds  of  horses  and  cattle ;  a  portion  of  their  coun- 
try is  very  good,  on  which  they  raise  a  variety  of  vegetables,  /kc  They 
are  kind  to  our  people,  and  are  well  armed ;  there  has  been  a  Presby^ 
terian  mission  among  them ;  the  total  number  of  the  tribe  is  estimated 
at  about  1,500,  some  400  of  whom  are  warriors,  more  or  less  mider  the 
influence  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 

The  PeUooi  Indians  inhabit  a  section  of  country  north  of  the  Cayuae 
tribe,  and  number  about  800 ;  they  have  some  horses  and  cattle,  are 
much  scattered,  indifferently  armed,  hunt  buffalo,  hot  live  principally 
upon  fish,  rootSy  and  small  game ;  Uiey  are  a  quiet  people,  but  are  not 
fond  of  the  Americans ;  to  some  extent  under  the  influence  cf  die  Hud* 
ion  Bay  Company. 

The  Cayuse  Indians  inhabit  the  country  from  the  foot  of  the  Blue 
Mountains  to  within  35  miles  of  Walla-Walla;  they  are  a  proud, 
haughty,  and  overbearing  people,  as  also  very  superstitious ;  they  have 
large  herds  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  live  on  fish,  roots,  berries  and  game ; 
they  are  well  armed,  and  are,  through  fear,  on  amicable  terms  with  the 
whites ;  their  band  consists  of  about  800,  200  of  whom  are  warriors. 

The  WaUa-Watta  Indians  possess  the  country  on  the  Columbia,  near 
Fort  Walla- Walla ;  have  large  herds  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  are  well 
armed  and  friendly  to  the  whites.  They  number  1^000 ;  they  cultivate 
their  soil  in  small  quantities,  but  live  principally  on  fish,  roots  and  ber- 
ries. They  are  considerably  under  the  influence  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company. 

The  Des  Chutes  Indians  are  a  part  of  the  Wascopaw  tribe,  and  live 
upon  a  river  of  that  name ;  their  country  is  poor,  high,  broken,  sandy 
and  barren,  yet  it  affords  good  grazing,  their  stock  bdng  in  good  order 
the  year  round.  They  are  very  poor,  have  but  few  arms,  are  well  dis- 
posed, and  number  about  300.    They  live  on  fidi  and  berries. 

The  Wa9c(^aw  Indians  number  about  300»  and  live  on  the  east  mie 
of  the  Cascade  nM>untains ;  their  soil  is  not  good,  and  they  have  no  dispo* 
sition  to  cultivate  what  they  have ;  they  are  poor  and  thievish,  and  live 
on  fish,  roots  and  berries.  There  is  a  Catholic  mission  among  them. 
Tbev  are  indifferently  armed,  and  friendly  to  the  whites. 

The  M(Je  Alley  Indians  range  in  the  Cascade  maintains,  and  claim  no 
land  in  l^e  valley.  Their  whole  number  is  about  100,  30  warri<Nri. 
They  are  a  brave  and  warlike  people,  and  not  fond  of  the  Americans. 
Tbev  are  well  armed  and  live  prinoipally  by  the  chase. 

The  Clackamas  Indians  live  upon  a  river  of  that  name,  which  empties 
into  the  Willammette  one  mile  below  Oregon  citv.  They  number  about 
60j  and  are  considered  industrious ;  they  have  but  few  arms,  and  are 
friendly ;  they  live  on  fish  and  roots. 

The  WillammeUe  Indians  live  upon  the  east  side  of  the  river  of  that 
name,  near  the  falls ;  they  are  an  inoffensive  people,  have  but  very  few 
arms,  and  number  in  all  about  20.  The  Willammette  fedls  aflford  them  a 
fine  fishery. 

The  Chickitats  claim  a  small  tract  of  land  at  the  head  of  the  Willam- 
laette  valley,  on  west  side  of  that  river.    They  own  quite  a  nmnber  of 
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liorses,  are  well  armed,  brave  and  warlike,  but  on  good  terms  with 
the  whites.  They  live  principally  by  the  chase  ;  number  aboat  180,  of 
whom  85  are  warriors. 

The  CaKpoa  Indians  are  found  on  either  side  of  the  Willammette  river. 
They  are  a  degraded,  worthless,  and  indolent  people  ;  they  are  poorly 
armed,  and  entirely  inoffensive ;  they  live  on  fish,  roots  and  berries ;  they 
number  about  60. 

The  Snalatine  Indians  occupy  that  portion  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Willammette  river,  from  its  mouth  to  the  tnouth  of  the  Yam  Hill,  a  dis- 
tance of  sixty  miles,  thence  west  to  the  coast  range  of  mountains.  They 
number  about  sixty  souls,  30  of  whom  are  warriors.  They  are  a  de- 
graded, mischievous,  and  thievish  set ;  they  have  but  few  arms. 

The  Yam  Hill  Indians  are  a  small  tribe  who  claim  the  country  drained 
by  a  river  of  that  namej  which  is  mostly  taken  up  by  the  whites.  Thev 
are  poor,  have  a  few  horses,  are  poorly  armed,  and  are  well  disposed 
Thev  number  about  90,  of  whom  19  are  warriors. 

The  Suck-a-mier  Indians  claim  all  the  country  drained  by  a  stream  of 
that  name,  west  of  the  Willammette,  and  south  of  Yam  Hill  river& 
They  are  a  part  of  the  Oalipoa  tribe,  and  number  15  in  all,  of  whom 
five  are  warriors ;  they  are  nriendly  to  the  whites,  very  poor,  and  have 
greatly  diminished  in  the  last  few  years.  Their  soil  is  good,  and  ii 
mostly  taken  up  by  the  whites.    They  live  on  fish,  roots,  &e. 

The  Ump-qua  Indians  occupy  a  valley  of  that  name,  and  are  much 
scattered ;  they  live  in  small  bands,  are  poor,  well  disposed,  well  armed 
and  live  by  the  chase,  as  also  on  fish,  roots,  &c. ;  they  number  about 
two  hundred. 

The  Killamuck  Indians  inhabit  the  coast  range  of  mountains,  a  long 
stretch  of  country  interspersed  with  small  prairies.  They  are  not  friendly 
to  the  whites.    They  number  about  two  hundred. 

The  Clat^sa-Canin  Indians  inhabit  a  part  of  the  range  along  the  coast 
to  the  Columbia  river,  north  of  the  Killamnoks  and  to  the  coast  lliey 
number  about  800. 

The  Clatsop  Indians  claim  a  section  of  country  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Columbia,  at  its  mouth,  from  Cape  **  Look-out^  on  the  coast  to  Astoria. 
Subsist  principally  on  fish.  They  are  intelligent  and  friendly,  and  much 
inclined  to  dissipation.  There  are  but  few  of  this  tribe  left ;  aboat  fi(^ 
is  the  extent  of  their  number.  The  whites  occupy  all  their  prairie 
lands. 

The  Catelamet  Indians  claim  the  countrv  on  the  Columbia  river,  from 
Astoria  about  thirty  miles  up  the  river.  Fifty-eight  are  all  that  arc  left 
of  a  once  large  band.  They  are  a  good  people ;  have  no  land  sns- 
ceptible  of  cultivation  ;  subsist  upon  fish,  and  are  quite  poor. 

The  Caloari  tribe  claim  the  country  obove  the  Catelamet  tribe  to  Oak 
Point  on  the  Columbia  river ;  they  possess  no  land  suitable  for  agricnl- 
tnral  purposes ;  they  are  poor  ;  number  about  200,  and  subsist  on  fisk 
roots  and  fowls.    They  have  a  few  arms. 

The  Wakamucks^  Namanamin  and  Namoit  are  bands  and  parts  of  bands 
that  claim  the  country  from  Oak -Point  to  the  mouth  of  the  Willammetter 
including  WyatVs  island.  They  have  become  so  reduced,  that  they  ha^e 
united,  and  now  live  together,  or  near  each  other ;  number  not  known. 

Second,  Mr.  Thornton  resides  in  this  city,  where  he  received  his  in- 
structions on  the  day  above  mentioned,  and  was  urged  to  {Mroeeed  to  the 
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discbai^e  of  his  doty.  On  the  80th  of  Joly  he  left  this  city  for  Poget's 
Sound,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time.  He  saw  some  of  the  In- 
dians, and  made  them  a  few  presents.  From  Dr.  Solmie,  chief  trader 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  at  Fort  Nesqually,  he  received  such  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  Indians  and  their  country,  as  he  has  embodied  in 
his  report  He  returned  to  this  city  in  August,  and  submitted  a  statis- 
tical report,  giving  the  name  and  number  of  each  tribe,  their  habits, 
dinposition,  &c.  From  this  report,  aided  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
Indians  and  their  country  obtained  on  my  visit  to  the  sound,  and  from 
such  information  as  I  have  gathered  from  the  Indians  in  that  section, 
many  of  whom  have  visited  me,  I  have  made  this  portion  of  my  report, 
which  is  as  correct  as  it  could  be  made  within  the  time  given.  Mr. 
Thornton,  in  his  report,  omits  to  mention  of  horses,  jntiperty,  and  arms 
of  any  of  the  tribes,  but  as  I  have  been  among  several  of  them,  and 
knowing  them  to  be  well  armed,  have  made  a  statement  accordingly. 

The  Makaw  or  Cape  Flattery  Indians,  occupy  the  country  about  Cape 
Flattery  and  the  coast  for  some  distance  southward  and  eastward  to  the 
boundary  of  the  Haalum  and  Nootlalum  lands ;  number  not  ascertained, 
but  supposed  to  be  1,000 ;  warlike,  disposition  toward  the  whites  not 
known  ;  live  by  fishing  and  hunting. 

The  Nooselalum  Indians  occupy  the  country  about  Hood's  Canal,  Dun- 
giness,  Port  Discovery  and  coast  to  the  westward.  Total  number  about 
1,400,  of  whom  200  are  warriors ;  disposition  not  known  ;  they  raise  a 
few  vegetables^  but  subsist  principally  by  hunting  and  fishing. 

The  Snoquamish  Indians  occupy  the  country  about  Port  Orchard,  west 
side  of  Whidly's  Island.  Total  number  about  300 ;  well  disposed  ;  live 
by  fishinf  and  labor ;  they  have  a  few  horses. 

The  Homamishf  Hottimamish^  Squah-sin-avo-mish^  Sayhaynamish  ajid 
StUchqfsamish  Indians  occupy  the  country  from  the  narrows  along  the 
western  shore  of  Puget's  Dound ;  friendly  and  well  disposed ;  total 
number  about  500 ;  subsist  bv  labor  and  fishing. 

The  Twanoh  and  SkokamUk  Indians  live  along  the  shore  of  Hoo<f  s 
Canal ;  number  about  200 ;  friendly  and  well  disposed  ;  subsist  by  labor 
and  fishing. 

The  Squattyamiskt  Puattipamish  and  Sinnamish  Indians  live  about  Nes- 
qually,  ruiallip  and  Sinnamish  rivers ;  number  about  550 ;  friendly  and 
well  disposed ;  live  by  labor  and  fishing. 

The  SinahamiMh  Indians  live  on  a  river  of  that  name,  and  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Whidly's  Island ;  total  number  about  380 ;  friendly  and  well 
disposed ;  live  by  labor  and  fishing. 

The  Snoqualamick  Indians  live  on  the  Snoqualamick  river,  a  south 
branch  of  the  Sinahamish ;  total  number  about  350 ;  warlike  ;  inclined 
to  be  hostile ;  live  by  fishing  and  hunting ;  well  armed,  and  have  a  few 
horses. 

The  Skeywhamish  Indians  live  on  the  Skeywhamish  river,  a  north 
branch  of  Sinahamish  ;  total  number  about  450 ;  have  some  arms ;  dis- 
position doubtful ;  live  by  fishing  and  hunting* 

The  Skagats  live  on  the  Skagat  river  down  to  the  ocean,  toward  the 
north  end  of  Whidlv*s  Island;  total  number  about  500;  friendly  and 
iTvell  disposed ;  live  by  farming  and  fishing. 

The  Nooklulumic  Indians  live  about  Ballingham's  Bay ;  total  number 
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abont  2S0 ;  warlike ;  disposition  to  tiie  whites  not  known ;  live  by  hnnU 
ing  and  fishing. 

The  Cawlitx  Indians  live  on  the  Cowlitz  river  from  its  mouth  to  the 
settlements.  They  number  about  120,  they  have  a  few  arms ;  are  well 
disposed,  have  a  few  horses,  and  live  by  hunting  and  fishing. 

The  ChtnofAM  live  at  Baker's  Bay^  total  number  about  100,  but  few 
guns ;  friendly  to  the  whites,  live  by  bunting  and  fishing. 

The  Qtienml  and  Chehaylis  tribes  live  on  the  Chehaylis  river;  total 
number  about  800 ;  well  disposed,  live  by  hunting  and  fishing. 

The  KaMemit^  Kofdck  and  Wakanasceees  Indians  live  about  Kathlind, 
Oak  Point,  and  the  fisheries  upon  the  Columbia  River,  ofmosite  the  upper 
mouth  of  the  Willammette,  total  number  about  150,  they  are  friendly 
and  well  disposed,  live  by  hunting  and  fishing,  and  on  roots. 

The  TUhieUewU  Indians  live  about  the  Dales  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Columbia  river ;  total  number  about  200,  live  by  hunting  and  fishing, 
and  are  friendly. 

The  Wyampaw  Indians  live  abont  the  falls  of  the  Columbia  river,  north 
side,  total  number  about  130,  wariike ;  well  disposed  towards  the  whites ; 
live  by  hunting,  fishing,  and  on  roots. 

The  Yacamaws  live  on  the  Yacamaw  river  between  the  dales  of  the 
Columbia  and  the  coast  This  tribe  are  related  to  the  Clicketats,  who 
occupy  the  country  north  of  the  Columbia  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount  St. 
Helens.  Total  number  of  all  about  1600;  warlike,  well  disposed  to* 
ward  the  whites ;  have  many  horses,  live  by  hunting  and  fishing.  There 
is  a  Catholic  mission  among  them. 

The  PiscahooMe  Indians  live  on  a  river  of  the  same  name,  total  num- 
ber about  350 ;  warlike,  well  disposed  toward  the  whites ;  live  by  hunt- 
ing and  fishing. 

I  here  take  ocoasion  to  intfoduee  extracts  from  Mr.  Thornton's  report, 
in  relation  to  his  course  in  the  affiur  of  the  murder  of  Wallace  by  the 
Snooualimick  Indians. 

"  On  the  7th  ult.  I  arrived  at  Fort  Nesqually.  I  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  investigate  the  facts  connected  with  the  killing  of  Mr.  Wal- 
lace. "  I  sent  messengers  to  Haughtickymm,  head  chief  of  the  Sno- 
qualimick  tribe ;  I  advised  him  to  arrest  the  ofi*enders  and  deliver  them 
over  to  Captain  B»  H.  Hill,  and  as  an  inducement  ofi*ered  him  eighty 
blankets  as  a  reward,  if  this  were  done  in  three  weeks.  I  authorized 
Captain  Hill,  of  the  1st  Artillery,  to  double  the  reward,  and  to  ofier  it  in 
my  name,  as  sub-agent,  if  the  murderers  were  not  delivered  up  in  the 
three  weeks.** 

In  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Thornton,  I  said  nothing  about  the  murder 
of  Wallace,  nor  did  I  intend  that  he  dhiould  inter&re  in  the  premises,  as 
it  was  my  intention,  on  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Nesqually,  to  visit 
the  Sound,  and  demand  the  murderers,  and  make  the  Indians  know  that 
they  should  give  them  up  for  punishment,  and  that  hereafter  all  outrages 
should  be  promptly  punished  ;  being  well  satisfied  that  there  is  no  mode 
of  treatment  so  appropriate  as  prompt  and  severe  punishment  for  wrong 
doing.  It  is  bad  policy,  under  any  consideration,  to  hire  them  to  make 
reparation  for  the  reasons,  to  wit :  first,  it  holds  out  inducements  to  the 
Indians  for  the  commission  of  murder,  by  way  of  specul  ition,  for  in- 
stance, they  would  murier  some  American,  await  the  offering  of  a  large 
reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the  murderers ;  this  done,  they  would 
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deliver  qp  some  of  their  slaves  as  the  gatttv,  for  when  they  wonld  re- 
ceive  ten  times  the  amount  th»t  tbev  woold  otherwise  get  for  them. 

Second-*-It  has  a  tendency  to  make  them  underrate  our  ability  and 
inclination  to  chastise  by  force,  or  make  war  upon  them  for  such  con- 
duct, which;  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  proper  method  for  treating  them 
for  such  offences. 

A  short  time  after  Mr.  Thomton^s  return  to  this  city,  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  Miyor ,  Hathaway*  informing  me  that  six  Indians,  charged 
with  being  the  principal  actors  in  the  murder  of  Wallace,  had  been 
brought  in  by  the  Indians  of  the  Snoqualimiek  tribe,  and  delivered  to 
Captain  Hill,  1st  Artillery,  commanding  the  foroes  at  Sttrlacoom,  near 
FWt  KesquaUy. 

Chief  Justice  Bryant  has  gone  to  Sterlacoom  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
log  a  court  for  their  triaL  Although  I  cannot  approve  the  policy,  of  of- 
fering to  Indians  so  large  a  reward,  under  any  circumstances,  yet,  in 
this  case  it  has  been  done,  and  I  wrote,  by  Jadgs  Bryant,  to  Dr.  Solmie, 
as  follows; 

Oreg(m  City,  Sept.  the  2Ath,  1849. 
Dr.  SoLMis, 

DsAjL  Sib  :  Chief  Justice  Bryant  goes  to  the  Sound  to  try  the  six  In- 
dians, charged  with  the  murder  of  Wallace*  If  the  Indians  are  found  to 
be  the  guiUy  ones,  the  reward  offered  by  the  sub-agent,  Mr.  Thornton, 
must  be  paid.  In  that  events  you  will  please  hand  the  Indians  who  ar- 
rested and  brought  them  in,  the  blankets  promised  them  by  the  sub- 
agent,  and  forward  the  account  for  payment. 

With  great  req>ect,  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOSEPH  LANE. 

A  few  days  after  the  Judge  left  for  Steilacooro,  Solmie  forwarded  his 
account  for  payment,  stating  that  on  the  delivery  of  the  six  Indians,  the 
reward  of  eighty  blankets  had  been  paid  to  the  Indians  who  arrested  and 
brought  them  in,  which  account  I  have  declined  paying  until  I  can  know 
whether  they  are  the  guilty  ones. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  within  the  territory  of  Oregon,  so  far  as 
reported,  sixty:five  tribes  and  bands  of  Indians ;  some  of  tnem  are  mere 
bands,  and  will  soon  become  extinct.  Two  tribes,  not  mentioned  in  the 
roport,  will  be  noticed  hereafter.  Thirty  tribes  or  bands  live  norlh  of 
the  Columbia,  and  the  remainder  south  of  the  Columbia. 

There  has  been  no  conventional  arrangements  entered  into  between 
the  whites  and  Indians,  which  require  the  action  of  Congress* 

The  Indians  are  scattered  over  the  entire  territory,  and  for  the  pur- 

r)se  of  maintaining  friendly  relations  with  and  proper  control  over  them, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  division  of  the  territory 
for  age^y  purposes,  to  wit : 

An  agent  to  be  located  at  or  near  the  GrMid  Round,  for  the  tribes  and  - 
bands  living  south  of  the  Columbia,  and  east  of  the  Carcade  range  to 
Fort  Boise ;  and  a  sub-agent  to  be  locajted  at  or  near  Fort  Hall,  for  the 
tribes  between  F<»1i  Boise  and  the  summit  of  the  rocky  mountains. 
The  Poguci  River  Indianst  not  above  mentioned,  oooupy  dieeocuitry  on 
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both  sides  of  Roqne  Birer,  from  where  the  road  to  California  crosses  to 
the  mouth  of  the  same,  and  on  the  coast.  They  number  some  seven  or 
eight  hundred.  They  are  a  warlike  and  roguish  people,  and  hare  lately 
given  much  trouble  to  snoall  parties  of  our  people  returning  fVom  the 
gold  mines ;  have  succeeded  in  killing  some,  wounding  some,  and  rob- 
bing others,  by  which  means  they  have  got  several  thousand  dollars  of 
gMf  many  horses,  and  some  guns.  Owing  to  their  recent  success,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  that  we  will  have  some  trouble  with  these  Indians. 

A  sub-agency  should  be  establised  as  near  this  point  as  practicable, 
say  on  the  Umpqua,  for  all  the  tribes  south  of  the  Columbia  and  west  of 
the  Oascade  range,  and  a  garrison  of  one  or  two  companies  established 
in  their  country  for  the  protection  of  our  people  travelling  in  that  direct 
tioo. 

In  a  recent  trip  whidi  I  made  across  the  coast  range  of  mountains  I 
found  on  the  Yaeona  bav,  which  is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles 
south  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  the  Yaeona  Indians,  from  which 
tribe  the  bay  takes  its  name.  They  live  along  the  coast  on  both  sides 
of  the  bay,  are  poor,  well  disposed,  live  principally  by  fishing,  and  nam- 
ber  about  two  hundred. 

There  is  no  point  in  the  territory  where  an  agent  is  more  required  than 
at  or  near  Puget*s  sound.  An  agency  should  be  established  there,  and 
the  agent  should  be  promptly  at  his  post ;  the  Indians  are  numerous, 
and  some  of  them  inclined  to  be  troublesome,  but  with  the  services  of  a 
good  agent  they  could  be  managed  and  made  friendly.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  at  this  time  it  is  not  indispensably  necessary  to  establish 
any  other  agency  north  of  the  Columbia — the  one  at  the  sound  woold 
have  charge  of  all  the  tribes  on  that  side  of  the  Columbia. 

One  interpreter  to  each  agencv  will  be  required,  whose  services  can- 
not  be  procured  for  the  sum  fixed  by  law. 

The  following  amount  will  be  necessary  for  the  erection  of  agency 
buildings  and  fixtures  to  each  agency,         •        •        $2,500. 

For  fuel,  stationery  and  travelling  expenses  to  each 

agency, 800. 

For  presents  to  the  Indians,  necessary  to  conciliate 
their  good  will — for  the  Indians  of  the  Columbia 
•1000 ;  to  those  south  of  said  river,  •1,500,        -  2,500. 

For  provisions  for  Indians  visiting  agencies,  to  each 
agency, 100. 

It  will  be  neoessary  to  alter  the  law  so  as  to  raise  the  salary  of  the 
agents  and  interpreters. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  figures  above  made  are  above  the  prices 
heretofore  fixed  by  the  law  of  Congress,  but  from  the  high  price  of  la- 
bor, provisions,  etc.,  I  feel  confident  that  the  sums  set  down  are  not  too 
large. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Thornton  has  resigned  his  c^ce  of  sub-agent  for  the  second  district, 
and  Mr.  Newell  is  absent  from  the  territory,  having  gone  to  California ; 
and  consequently  I  am  without  an  assistant. 

The  Cayuse  nation  remain  unpunished  for  the  murder  of  the  unfii^ 
tunate  Dr.  Whitman  and  his  family ;  the  eyes  of  surrounding  nations 
are  upcm  us,  watching  our  movements  in  relation  to  Uiis  <^d-bIooded 
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^  and  if  the  guilty  be  not  punished  they  will  construe  it  as  a 
license  for  the  most  atrocious  outrages,  and  scenes  of  a  similar  character  • 
^rill  be  enacted  by  other  tribes,  who  by  our  example  toward  the  guilty 
Cayuse  will  be  incited  to  gratify  any  malicious  spirit  with  the  blood  of 
Americans,  and  our  suffering  the  guilty  in  this  instance  to  escape  a  just 
punishment,  will  be  to  them  an  assurance  of  their  own  safety.  Indeed, 
the  chiefs  or  some  of  the  neighboring  tribes  have  informed  me  that  they 
already  have  had  difficulty  in  restraining  their  tribes  from  joining  the 
Cayuses,  and  they  are  anxious  that  the  murderers  should  be  brought  to 
punishment,  as  it  would  deter  their  own  bands  from  crime. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  special  atten- 
tion to  the  following  extract  from  my  messatge  to  the  legislative  assem- 
l*r: 

^  Smrrounded  as  many  of  the  tribes  and  bands  now  are  by  the  whites, 
whose  arts  of  civilization  by  destroying  the  resources  of  the  Indians, 
doom  them  to  poverty,  want  and  crime,  the  extinguishment  of  their  title 
bv  purchase,  and  the  locating  them  in  a  district  removed  from  the  set- 
tlements, is  a  measure  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  them.  Indeed 
die  cause  of  humanity  calls  loudly  for  their  removal  from  causes  and  in- 
fluences so  fatal  to  their  existence.  This  measure  is  one  of  equal  inter- 
est to  our  people.'' 

JOSEPH  LANE. 
Opficb  of  Supt.  of  Indiak  Affaibs, 

Territory  of  Oregon^  Oregon  Oity^ 
October  Id^A,  1849. 

Since  writing  the  above,  chief  justice  Bryant  has  returned  from  the 
teial  of  the  Indians  charged  with  the  murder  of  Wallace,  and  at  my  re- 
quest the  following  report  has  been  by  him  submitted : 

**  Oregon  City,  October  Ae  lOtH,  1849. 
His  Excellency, 

JosKPH  Lanb. 

Sn :  In  compliance  with  your  request  to  know  the  result  of  the  trial 
of  the  six  Snoqualimick  Indians  for  the  murder  of  Wallace  in  April  last, 
I  have  the  honor  to  infohn  vou  that  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an 
act  of  the  legislative  assembly  for  the  territory  of  Oregon,  attaching  the 
county  of  Lewis  to  the  first  judicial  district  in  said  territory,  and  appoint- 
ing the  first  Monday  in  October  at  Steilacoom  as  the  place  of  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  said  county,  I  opened  and  held 
said  court  at  the  time  and  place  appointed ;  Oapt.  B.  F.  Hill,  of  the 
&nst  artillery,  U.*S.  A.,  delivered  to  the  Marshal  of  the  territory  six  In- 
dians of  the  Snoqualimick  tribe,  given  up  by  said  tribe  as  the  murdererd 
of  Wallace,  namelv :  Kussass,  Quallahwort,  Stulharrier,  Jattam,  Why- 
erk  and  QualthUuKyne,  all  of  whom  were  indicted  for  murder,  and  the 
tmro  first  named,  Kussass  and  Quallahwort  were  convicted  and  executed, 
the  other  four  were  found  not  guily  by  the  jury.    Those  who  were  found 
gfodlty  were  clearly  so ;  as  to  three  of  the  others  that  were  acquitted  I 
vrwM  satisfied  with  the  finding  of  the  jury.    It  was  quite  evident  they 
w^ere  guilty  in  a  less  degree,  if  euilty  at  all,  than  those  convicted.    AlS 
to  the  fourth  I  had  no  idea  that  ne  was  guilty  at  all ;  there  was  no  evi- 
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dence  againsl;  hisif  and  att  the  witnesses  swure  they  ^d  iy>t  see  bisi 
during  Uie  affray  or  attack  on  Fort  Nesqnally. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  he  was  ^  slave  whom  the^failty  ohiefs  that 
were  eonvicted  expected  to  place  in  their  stead,  as  a  satisfaction  for 
Uie  American  muraered.  Two  others,  Americansi  were  wounded  badiy 
by  the  shots,  and  an  Indian  child  that  afterward  died.  The  effect  pro- 
duced by  this  trial  was  salutary,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  long  be 
remembered  by  the  tribe.  The  whole  tribe,  I  would  judge^  were  preaeot 
at  the  executlM,  and  a  vast  gathering  of  the  Indians  from  other  tribes 
on  the  sound,  and  they  were  made  to  understand  that  our  laws  would 
punish  them  promptly  for  every  murder  they  committed,  and  that  ve 
would  have  no  satisfaction  short  of  all  who  acted  in  the  murder  of  cor 
citizens. 

I  learned  that  this  tribe  is  the  most  fierce  and  warlike  of  any  oa  the 
sound,  and  often  go  through  other  tribes  in  armed  bands,  and  cominit 
murders,  take  slaves  and  plunder.  I  could  not  find  that  any  blame  was 
attachable  io  the  officers  at  Fort  Nesqually,  or  the  Ameriean  citiseM 
who  were  present. 

To  the  end,  that  the  trial  might  be  conducted  fairly,  I  appointed  Jadge 
A.  P.  Skinner,  whom  you  had  engaged  to  go  out  to  attend  to  their  proee- 
cution,  district  attorney  for  the  time,  and  ordered  that  he  be  allowed  tat 
his  services  9dS0 ;  and  I  also  appointed,  to  defend  them,  David  Stooe, 
Esq.,  an  attorney  also  sent  out  by  you  to  defend  them,  and  I  made  an 
allowance  of  record  to  him  for  •2d0.  This  compensation  I  deemed 
reasonable.  They  have  to  travel  two  hundred  miles  from  their  respect- 
ive homes,  camp  in  the  woods,  as  well  as  all  the  rest  of  us,  and  endure 
a  great  deal  of  fatigue  in  the  manner  of  travelling  in  batteanx  and 
canoes  by  water.  Many  of  die  grand  and  petit  jurors  were  rammoaed 
at  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles  from  their  homes,  and  although  the 
transportation  may  have  cost  some  nM>re  to  the  department  than  bringing 
the  Indians  into  the  more  settled  district,  and  with  them  the  witnesses, 
with  a  sufficient  escort  for  protection,  (which  I  very  mueh  donbt,)  yetl 
have  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  the  policy  pursued  here  more  than 
repaid  any  additional  expense  that  may  have  been  incurred.  I  directed 
the  marshal  to  keep  a  careful  account  of  expenses,  and  report  th^  same 
to  you,  which  he  has  doubtless  done.  There  are  not,  nearer  than  tlii 
place  in  the  judicial  district,  the  requisite  number  of  lawful  jurors  to 
the  place  appointed  to  hold  the  court,  (which  is  the  only  American  £tft 
on  tne  sound,)  so  sparsely  is  the  country  around  the  sound  settled. 

I  will  be  glad  to  furnish  you  any  further  particulars  if  it  be  fosad 
necessary.  And  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly. 

Your  obedient  siervimt, 
WILLIAM  p.  BRYANT. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  trial  and  iHinishment  of  the  Indfoi* 
in  the  presence  of  their  tribe  and  the  other  tribes  and  bands  bordenBg 
the  sound,  was  the  true  policy,  and  baa  no  doubt  made  an  impressioB 
upon  their  minds  sufficient  to  deter  them  from  similar  offences.  WUb 
this  view  of  the  case,  on  the  receipt  of  Major  Hathaway's  letter  inform- 
ing me  of  the  arrest  of  these  Indians,  I  immediately  submitted  a  con* 
munication  to  the  legislative  assembly  from  which  I  take  tbeibUovniV 
extr^: 
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"I  have  just  received  a  commtmication  from  Major  Hathaway,  1st 
artillery,  commanding  11th  militaiy  department,  advising  me  that  Capt. 
Hill,  commanding  at  Steilacoom,  has  now  in  confinement  six  Indians  of 
the  Snoquallimick  tribe,  principal  actors  in  the  murder  of  Wallace.  I 
am  well  satisfied  that  the  trial  and  punishment  of  these  guilty  persons 
in  the  presence  of  their  people,  will  nave  a  good  efltect  upon  the  tribes 
In  that  quarter. 

ivillf  witihout  delav,  pa3s  an  act  attach- 
licral  district  for  judicial  purposes,  and 
if  said  district  court  therein,  on  the  first 

fitir,  impartial  and  properly  conducted 
>,  go  with  the  court  to  prosecute  the 
id  them.  The  court  ordered  an  allow- 
loUars  to  each  of  them,  which  I  have 

Eiid  out  of  the  Indian  fund  m  my  hands.  I  have  also  paid  to  the 
dians  who  worked  the  boats  for  the  conveyance  of*  the  court  jury,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  The  expense  was  necessary  ibr  the  reason 
that  there  is  no  other  mode  of  travel^  there  bfting  no  road  in  the  direction 
of  Puget's  Sound,  and  consequently  ]biave  to  go  down  the  Columbia  to  the 
raoath  of  tbe  Cowlitz,  WB/Si  up  that  rapK^  B&e«m  to  the  settki^entB,^nd 
then  across  the  couatry  to  the  soiuid. 

The  total  expense  of  holding  the  court  at  Steilacoom  for  the  trial  of 
these  Indians,  amounts  to  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars 
and  iVt-  Reward  of  eighty  blankets,  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars, 
making  the  sum  total  of  92,379  54.  Deduct  from  this  sum  the  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars,  and  the  reward  of  four  hundred  and  eighty,  will 
leave  a  balance  of  twelve  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  fifty-four 
cents  to  be  paid  by  the  marshal,  as  soon  as  he  can  get  funds. 

I  have  paid  the  amount  above  specified  out  of  the  Indian  fund,  there 
being  no  other  government  funds  in  the  territory.  The  law  of  Congress 
itppropriates  a  certain  amount  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Legislative 
A^mbly,  &c.,  &c.,  but  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  not  received 
&  single  cent. 

The  Legislative  Assembly  have  been  convened,  held  their  session,  and 
adjourned,  without  funds  to  pay  their  per  diem  allowance,  or  to  print 
the  laws. 

I  have  observed  the  strictest  economy  in  the  management  of  our  In^ 
dian  afifairs.  I  have  made  but  few  presents,  and  in  travelling  through 
their  country  on  several  visits,  which  I  found  it  necessary  to  make,  I 
have  incurred  but  little  expense. 

No  funds  have  been  forwarded  to  the  marshal,  which  subjects  the 
coart  to  great  inconvenience,  and  operates  oppressively  upon  the  people, 
-who  have  had  to  travel,  as  in  the  case  above  mentioned,  a  distance  of 
tv^a  hundred  miles,  to  serve  as  jurymen,  and  seriously  obstructs  the 
afibrding  of  that  justice  which  the  people  are  entitled  to. 

I  hope  you  will  readily  allow  the  accounts  above  mentioned,  to  wit: 
To  Mr,  Skinner  and  Stone,  five  hundred  dollars;  one  hundred  and  eighty 
for  transportation,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  for  the  blankets.  Mr. 
Thornton,  the  sub-agent,  tendered  his  resignation  previous  to  the  trial, 
and  there  was  no  person  in  the  service  of  government  to  prosecute  or 
defend  the  Indians. 
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Everything  has  been  done  that  could  be  to  prevent  the  introductum 
of  8{Hrituoiis  liquor  among  the  IncUans.  Notwithstanding,  I  have  re- 
cently heard  of  many  violations  of  the  law  by  vessels  coming  into  the 
Columbia,  and  particularly  so  at  Baker's  Bay  and  Astoria.  One  of  these 
offenders  has  recently  beeti  fined  bv  Judge  Pratt,  five  hundred  dollars^ 
for  selling  liquor  to  Indians.  It  will,  however,  be  difficult  to  stop  the 
traffic,  with  the  services  of  a  good  sub-agent,  to  reside  in  that  immedi- 
ate vicinity. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  advise  the  appointment  of  some  suit- 
able person,  residing  at  or  near  Astoria  to  that  office. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  LANE, 
Ex^fficio  Supt  Indian  affairs^ 
Territory  ojUrtgan. 

OmoB  OF  Supt.  or  Indiah  Aftaoui, 
Territory  ^  Oregon^  Oregon  Oibf^ 

October  the  32<2, 1849. 

P.  S.  I  have  received  no  instructions  from  Washington,  nor  commu- 
nication of  any  kind,  of  later  date  than  October,  1848. 

J.  & 
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3t8t  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  Ex.  Doc. 

1^/  Session.  No.  63. 


MESSAGE 
THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

tRAimilTTnNI 

A  memorial  of  Cmint  de  Bronno  Bronski,  in  relation  to  an  improved 
breed  of  silkworms  which  he  desires  to  have  introduced  into  this  country. 


Jdne  3;  18S0. 
Rmi4,  referred  to  the  Coimnittee  on  Agricolturft,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  &nate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  together  with  the  memorial  and  other  docu- 
ments addressed  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  by  Count  de  Bronno  Bronski,  which  accompanied  it,  rela- 
tive U)  an  improved  breed  of  silkworms  which  he  desires  to  have  intro- 
duced into  this  country. 

Z.  TAYLOR. 

Washington,  May  29, 1850. 


[No.  60.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  9,  1890. 

Sir:  The  Count  de  Bronno  Bronski  was  introduced  to  me  by  a  mem- 
ber of  ParUament,  with  a  wish  that  I  would  examine  his  testimonials 
upon  the  subject  of  an  improvement  in  the  production  of  the  silkworm, 
and  to  advise  him  upon  the  course  he  should  adopt  to  place  the  results 
'of  his  investigations  and  experiments  before  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  I  informed  him  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  did 
not  grant  bounties  for  such  discoveries  and  improvements  as  he  claimed 
to  have  made;  but  that  I  would  transmit  to  Washington  a  memorial,  if 
he  was  inclined  to  send  one  upon  the  subject,  with  the  papers  he  had 
flubmitted  to  me,  together  with  specimens  of  the  production  of  his  worms. 
There  are  many  portions  of  the  southern  and  middle  States  eminently 
suited  to  the  cultivation  of  the  mulberry  and  the  production  of  silk,  and 
I  am  happy  to  forward  the  papers  that  have  been  placed  in  my  hands, 
with  the  box  containing  specimens  of  cocoons  and  silk.  I  submit  fltie 
matter  to  you,  that  you  may  exercise,  your  discretion  in  jUacing  it  b^ore 
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the  nation  through  the  action  of  Congress,  or  in  any  manner  yon  may 
think  will  best  promote  the  public  interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ABBOTT  LAWRENCE. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secietary  of  State,  Washingtmi,  D.  C. 


London,  6  Holles  st.,  Oxpobd  street, 

il/oy  1,1850. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  permission,  I  beg  to  submit  for  your  perusal,, 
and  for  your  approbation,  the  petition  which  I  address  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  my  breed  of  silkworms,  and  which 
I  trust  you  will  do  me  the  favor  of  forwarding  to  the  Speaker.  This  pe- 
tition is  accompanied  by  a  specimen  of  my  silk,  and  by  copies  of  various 
reports  referring  to  the  subject. 

Should  the  subject  deserve  of  your  fiivorable  commendation,  I  should 
consider  myself  highly  honored;  and  in  hopes  that  the  Congress  would 
be  disposed  to  encourage  my  labors,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
most  humble  servant, 

COUNT  DE  BRONNO  BRONSKI. 
Hon.  Mr.  Lawrence, 

Envoy  mtd  AEnister  Ple7tipotenlianf 

of  tfte  United  States,  ^c. 


To  the  honorable  the  Seriate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  the  consideration  of  your 
honorable  body  a  subject  which  has  attracted  the  attention  of  several  gov- 
ernments of  Europe,  and  which  is,  perhaps,  destined  to  be  nowhere  uaore 
appreciated  than  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  existing  breeds  of  silkworms  in  France,  Spain,  Greece,  and  S3nia> 
imported  from  the  East  some  centuries  ago,  have  lost  so  much  of  their 
natural  vigor  and  have  so  much  degenerated,  that,  with  the  view  of  im- 
proving them,  the  French  government,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  (i.  e. 
1835  and  1846,)  sent  two  expeditions  tu  China  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
and  introducing  into  France  a  more  vigorous  and  healthy  breed.  Bui  the 
results  of  these  expeditions  were  abortive.  It  was  found  that  in  Chiaa 
as  well  as  in  France  the  breeds  of  silkworms  had  become  degenerated  and 
sickly;  that  the  method  of  rearing  them  was  not  more  advanced  in  those 
regions  than  in  Europe;  that  the  quality  of  silk  was  not  superior;  and, 
lastly,  that  in  the  process  of  winding  and  throwing  the  silk,  the  Chinese 
were  far  behind  the  Europeans.  As  to  the  breed  imported  from  Pekin  by 
M.  Heede,  in  1846,  it  was  abandoned  because  it  was  proved  inferior  to 
t^t  existing  in  France. 

The  method  of  cross-breeding,  practised  by  Bakewell  with  such  success 
upon  other  animals,  suggested  to  the  undersigned  the  idea  of  applying  the 
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same  to  silkworms^  which  resulted  in  producing  a  breed  exhibiting,  be- 
sides great  hardihood  and  productiveness,  the  following  advantageous 
features: 

1.  Simultaneous  hatching. 

2.  l^he  utmost  regularity  in  all  the  different  stages  of  existence. 

3.  The  absence  of  disease  and  mortality^  the  worms  being  healthy  and 
robust. 

4.  Rapid  attainment  of  their  ulterior  size. 

6.  Uniformity  of  color  in  all  the  cocoons^  that  color  being  brilliantly 
white  and  glossy. 

6.  Length  of  the  thread  obtained  from  each  cocoon  averages  3,800  feet, 
while  the  length  yielded  by  the  ordinary  cocoon  does  not  exceed  on  au 
average  1 ,650  feet. 

7.  The  silk  obtained  from  the  worms  of  this  breed  is  fine,  elastic, 
strong,  and  of  brilliancy  hitherto  unparalleled. 

8.  It  may  be  also  mentioned  that  ten  pounds  of  mulberry  leaves  are  suf- 
ficient to  produce  one  pound  of  cocoons,  while  eight  to  nine  pounds  of 
the  latter  produce  one  pound  of  silk. 

The  above  remarkable  advantages  of  the  breed  of  silkworms  have  been 
ascertained  and  testified  by  several  commissions  appointed  by  the  French 
government  at  various  periods,  composed  of  scientific  men  of  eminence, 
to  watch  over  the  whole  process  adopted  by  the  undersigned  in  rearing  the 
worms,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  copies  of  the  reports  of  these  commis- 
sions  herewith  enclosed;  and  their  favorable  opinion,  as  well  as  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  at  various  exhibitions  of  the  produce  of  industry 
and  arts  in  France,  have  brought  upon  the  undersigned  not  merely  the 
compliments  from  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  Lyons,  Bordeaux,  and 
almost  every  city  in  France  where  the  silk  is  grown,  but  also  the  highest 
testimonials  that  such  bodies  and  the  government  itself  could  bestow,  in 
granting  to  the  undersigned  silver  and  gold  medals  for  the  improvement 
of  the  breed  in  question;  and  to  crown  his  success,  the  Institute  of 
France  thought  advisable  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  the  undersigned  by 
calling  this  new  breed  of  silkworms  the  '^  Bronski "  breed. 

In  the  course  of  1847  the  French  government,  pressed  by  various 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  was  anxious  to  secure  to  France  the  exclusive 
possession  of  the  new  breed  of  silkworms,  (and  for  that  purpose  opened  a 
negotiation  with  the  undersigned  as  to  the  amount  of  remuneration  for  his 
labor  and  experiments,)  but  subsequent  events  in  1848  have  prevented 
realization  of  that  plan.  Meanwhile,  the  new  breed  is  in  his  exclusive 
possession.  The  undersigned,  not  being  able  to  protect  the  result  of  his 
long  labor  and  experiments  by  a  "  patent  of  invention,"  is  necessarily 
obliged  to  keep  the  grain j  or  seed,  of  the  new  breed  of  worms  within  his 
own  control.  This  circumstance  exposes  the  new-discovered  breed  to  all 
the  chances  of  uncertainty,  depending  upon  the  life  of  the  undersigned. 
Various  governments  of  the  silk-growing  countries,  anxious  that  the 
"  Bronski  breed  of  silkworms"  should  not  perish,  have  proposed  to  sub- 
scribe a  certain  sum  each  with  the  view  of  enabling  the  undersigned  to 
propagate  it  on  a  larger  scale,  and  to  present  all  of  them  simultaneously 
witn  a  quantity  of  grain  of  the  breed,  so  that  they  may  at  the  same 
time  introduce  it  into  their  respective  countries.  The  present  govern- 
ment in  France  is  willing  to  be  at  the  head  of  this  subscription;  Sar- 
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dinia,  Russia^  and  the  Pachas  of  Egypt  and  Tanis^  have  testified  their 
readiness  to  act  npon  the  plan  alluded  to. 

But  when  the  undersigned  considers  the  cHmate^  the  productiveness  of 
the  soil,  the  appropriate  resources  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  silk — wl^en  he  reflects  upon  the  enterprise  and  perse- 
verance of  the  rapidly-increasing  population  of  the  Union,  he  is  led  to  the 
conviction  that  the  culture  of  silk,  though  at  this  moment  in  its  infancy 
in  the  United  States,  is  destined  to  attain  such  development  and  such  an 
extent  as  to  become  one  of  the  staple  articles  of  export  to  Europe;  and 
when  are  added  to  it  the  natural  facilities  of  the  growth  of  silk,  the  supe- 
rior breed,  the  improved  method  of  rearing  the  worms  and  throwing 
cocoons,  it  may  not  be  an  exaggeration  to  hope  that  in  a  few  years'  time 
the  American  silk  may  attain  the  same  preference  in  the  fabrics  of  Europe 
as  does  at  present  the  cotton  of  New  Orleans, 

The  undersigned  believes  that  a  subject  of  such  vast  importance — the 
industry  which  requires  such  various  natural  resources,  and  which  gives 
employment  to  such  a  vast  number  of  people  of  different  acquirements  and 
habits — ^is  not  unworthy  of  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body. 
The  undersigned  is  led  to  this  opinion  not  merely  fix>m  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  his  subject  or  by  the  highest  respect  he  entertains  for  the  enter- 
prising spirit  and  industry  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  from 
the  favorable  and  extensive  view  which  your  Representative  at  the  court  of 
London  (the  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence)  has  taken  of  this  matter,  and  to 
whose  courtesy  and  encouragement  the  undersigned  owes  the  first  idea  of 
bringing  this  subject  under  the  notice  of  your  honorable  body. 

It  IS  left  to  you  to  decide  whether  the  industry  to  which  the  undersigned 
has  confined  all  his  studies  is  worthy  of  your  encouragement,  either  by 
taking  the  lead  in  exclusively  appropriating  the  new  breed  of  silkworms 
hitherto  unknown  in  any  omer  country,  or  by  adding  the  name  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  list  of  subscribers  for  a 
quantity  of  grain  (or  seed}  of  the  worms  that  are  to  improve,  and  finally 
to  replace,  the  existing  breeds  throughout  the  world. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  be^s  leave  to  enclose  several  reoorts  of 
the  commissioners  and  other  scientific  societies  in  favor  of  the  "  Bronski 
breed  of  silkworms,"  and  also  transmits  some  specimens  of  the  silk  and 
cocoons. 

Written  from  the  chambers  of  Messrs.  Henry  Hall  &  Co.,  34  Fen- 
church  street,  London,  this  29th  day  of  April,  1850. 

ANTHONY  COUNT  DE  BRONNO  BRONSKI, 
Major  of  the  Polish  s^rviciy 
And  member  of  several  sdetUifk  assooiatwMj  ^c. 
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31st  CoxGREss,  [SEN'ATE.]  Ex.  Doo, 

Isi  Session.  No.  64. 


REPORT 

OP 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

m  ANSWER  TO 

A  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  expense  of  the  jitdiciary  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 


June  8, 1850. 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

June  10, 1850. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington^  June  7,  1850. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  lesolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  the  records  of  this  department  do  not  contain  the 
information  therein  called  for;  but  I  enclose  a  statement,  furnished  me  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  annual  expense 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  last  ten  years,  including 
the  salaries  of  judges  and  all  expenses  of  the  administration  of  justice  in 
said  district  for  the  time  aforesaid,  and  excluding  the  expenses  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and  penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  are  understood  not  to  be  embraced  by  the  Senate  reso- 
lution. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING,  Seaetartf. 
Hon.  Millard  Fillmore  , 

president  of  the  Senate. 
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Statement  showing  the  expenses  of  the  circuit,  criminal,  and  courts  of  bank- 
Tuptctfyfor  the  District  of  Columbia,  from  1839  to  1849,  commencing 
October  term,  1839,  and  ending  June  term,  1849. 

October  term,  1839 |16,719  37 

Salary  of  Judgea,  1839 13,140  21 

|S9|859  58 

From  Januarr  1  to  June  30, 1840. 16,105  13 

October  and  December  terms,  1840 20,696  44 

Salary  of  tiiejudgee,  1840 V...... • 13,700  00 

49,50156 

March  term,  1841 4,497  22 

April,  May,  and  June,  1841 12,127  73 

October,  November, and  December,  1841 13,452  08 

Salary  of  Judges,  1841 '.  12,222  22 

•*  ^    '  42,299  25 

Marah  term,  1842 14,338  31 

June, October,  and  December,  1842 35,873  93 

Salary  of  judges,  1842 11,700  00 

'  51,912  34 

March  term,  1843 17,002  05 

October,  Movember,  and  December,  1843 37,994  52 

Salary  of  Judges  to  June  30, 1843,  (6  months) 5, 850  00 

50,846  57 

March,  April,  May,  and  June,  1844 16,412  84 

March,  October,  November,  and  December,  1844 32, 926  55 

Salary  ofjudges  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1844 10,700  00 

60,039  39 

June,  October,  and  December,  1845 24,301  13 

Salary  of  judges,  1845 11,700  00 

36,001  13 

March,  April,  May,  and  June,  1846 ; 21,263  37 

October,  November,  and  December,  1846 12,973  65 

October,  December,  and  March,  1846  and  1847 22,664  49 

Salary  ofjudges,  184^. 12,338  58 

69,260  03 

March  and  June,  1847 10,589  l7 

October  and  December,  1847 \...      12,758  51 

Salary  of  judges,  1847 11.700  00 

35,047  68 

March,  1848 4,469  75 

June,  October,  and  December,  1848 , •      30,  S78  13 

Salary  of  iuOgea,  1848.... , 10,700  00 

'  45  847  88 

March  and  June,  1849 25,312  42 

Salary  of  judges,  1849 10,700  00 

36,013  43 

506,627  72 

TREAitmT  Dbpabtmknt, 
I  Register'i  Offieet  June  7,  1850. 

TOWNSEND  HAINES,  RegUUr. 
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Slst  C0NORB8S,  [  SENATE.  ]  Ex,  Doc, 

Isi  Session.  No.  65. 


MESSAGE 


PEOM 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STApS, 


IN  ANSWER  TO 


A  resohUion  of  the  Senate^  relative  to  the  assemblage  of  persons  on  Round 
isbmdf  coast  of  Mississippi,  during  the  summer  of  1849. 


June  11, 1860. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States^ 

I  submit  herewith;  in  reply  to  a  resolptioin  o£  the  Senate  of>  the  3d  ia- 
stant,  calling  for  ^^  copies  of  the  instructions  given  and  orders  issued  in 
relation  to  the  s^s.en)bUge.Q£ persons  oaRoiuid  island,  coast  of  Mississippi, 
during  the  summer  of  1849,  and  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Presi-r 
dent  or  heads  of  depsuftments  and  the  governor  of  Mississippi,  and  the  offi- 
cers, naval  or  military,  o£  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the  observa- 
tion, investment,  and  dispersion  of  said  assemblage  upon  said  island,"  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  ot  the  Navy,  and  accompanying  documents,  which 
contain  all  the  information  on  the  subject  not  heretofore  communicated  to 
the  Senate. 

Z.  TAYLOR. 

WASHINGTON;  Juns  10,  1£60. 


Navy  Departbient, 

June  6,  186a 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  head  of  this  department  arid  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  in  reference  to  the  assemblage  of  persons  on  Round  island j, 
coast  of  Mississippi,  during  the  summer  of  1849,  called  for  by  the  Senate's 
resolution  of  the  34  instant. 

Copies  of  the  instructions  given,  orders  issued,  and  the  correspondence 
with  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  were  furnished  by  this, 
department  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

To  the  President  op  the  United  States, 
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Executive  Chamber^ 
Jackson^  Mississippi^  September  15, 1849. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  wUl  find  the  proclamation  of  V.  M.  Randolph,  com^ 

mander  of  ship  Albany,  and  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Totten.     I  request 

that  a  copy  of  the  instructions  under  which:  they  acted  be  furnished  me,  as 

soon  as  convenient. 

With  sentiments  of  high  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W,  MATTHEWS. 
Hon.  William  B.  Preston, 

Secrefary  of  the  "Navy. 


To  the  persons  encamped  on  Round  island^  ne^  Pascagbuta. 

Friends  and  fellow-countrymen:  The  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  other  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  the 
government  at  Washington,  make  it  imperative  and  proper  that  I  should  im- 
mediately take  measures  to  break  up  your  unlawful  assemblage,  and  send 
you  back  to  your  homes;  and  when  I  have  said  a  few  words  to  you  in 
proof  of  your  assemblage  being  unlawful,  and  of  the  utter  impossibflity  of 
your  evading  the  vigilance  of  our  squadron,  and  getting  out  of  our  waters, 
to  proceed  upon  your  contemplated  wild  expedition  to  make  war  against  na- 
tions  at  peace  with  our  own,  I  feel  sure  you  will  at  once  di^rse,  and 
seek  honest  and  peaceful  occupations. 

First.  The  very  mysttry  which  marks  the  movements  and  actions  of 
your  officers,  and  the  blind  ignorance  of  the  men  as  to  the  destination  of 
the  enterprise,  clearly  show  that  the  objects  and  purposes  of  those  at  the 
head  of  your  affairs  are  known  to  be  unlawful^  and  that  plunder  is  the 
inducement  held  out  to  all  who  embark  in  this  reckless  expedition. 

Second.  We  have  proof  that  some  you  have  acknowledged  that  3^our 
destination  was  Cuba,  and  that  others  of  your  number  have  said  that  the 
expedition  was  fitting  out  for  the  invasion  of  the  Sierra  Madre  States  of 
Mexico — showing  conclusively  that  your  enterprise  is  one  of  a  military 
character. 

And  lastly.  You  are  vagrants  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  and  in  facty  and 
therefore  cannot  be  allowed  to  occupy  your  present  position,  and  must  im- 
mediately disperse. 

I  will  now  prove  to  you  that  we  have  the  means  of  not  only  preventing 
your  embarcanon  to  foreign  parts,  but  that  we  can  force  you  to  abandon 
your  present  headquarters. 

I  shall  employ  all  the  vessels  now  in  this  vicinity,  or  which  may  hers- 
after  arrive,  in  such  manner  as  will  most  effectually  bring  about  the  ends 
desired. 

IHrst.  I  shall  certainly  prevent  the  steamers  Fanny f  Maria  Burt, 
or  any  other  steamer  or  steamers,  vessel  or  vessels,  of  wiiatever  descriptioo, 
from  furnishing  the  adventurers  on  Round  island  with  arms  or  other  mu- 
nitions of  war. 

Second.  If  said  steamers  or  vessels  have  arms  or  other  munitions  of  war 
on  board,  I  shall  take  possession  of  said  arms,  &c.,  and  detain  said  steaio- 
ers  or  vessels  until  the  men  congregated  on  Round  island  are  dispersed. 
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'JTiird:  I  shall  preyent  the  haild  of  men  on  Bound  island  from  embank- 
iiig  on  board  of  said  steamers  or  vessels^  or  from  holding  any  communi- 
cation with  them  at  all. 

Fburth.  I  will  make  said  steamers  or  vessels  anchor  within  range  of  our 
guns. 

Fifth.  After  tOrday,  (28th  August,)  in  accordance  with  a  notice  before 
given  them,  I  shall  cut  off  all  supplies  of  provisions  which  may  be  intend- 
ed for  the  persons  on  Round  island,  and  shall  rigidly  enforce  this  block- 
ade or  embargo  until  they  abandon  the  spot  and  go  home. 

Smt^A.  I  shall  gladly  give  the  persons  on  Round  island  every  fkcility  to 
get  away — taking  particular  care,  however,  that  they  do  not  embark  in  8(sa- 
going  vessels. 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commanding  United  States  ship  ^^ Albany ^^' 

Senior  officer  afloat  on  the  Chdf  of  Meqsico. 
U.  S.  SHIP  "  Albany,'* 

Of  Pascagoula,  August  28, 1849. 


Ih  4he  officers  and  men  of  the  expedition  at  rendezvous  on  Round  island. 

United  States  Steamer  Water-witch, 
OffBmnd  island,  August  27, 1849. 

I  am  directed  by  the  officer  in  command  of  the  naval  forces  assemUed 
in  this  neighborhood  to  call  your  attention  to  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  republic,  made  with  regard  to  the  expedition  for  which 
you  are  assembled;  and  i  warn  you  to  disperse  at  once,  or  abide  the  cer- 
tain infliction  of  the  penalty  of  the  law. 

In  case  you  do  not  disperse  by  Tuesday  (to-morrow)  night j  I  am  ordeiBd 
lo  cut  off  your  supplies  of  provisions ,  for  which  purpose  ample  mea^ 
have  been  supplied. 

You  will  find  it  impossible  to  depart  on  the  expedition.  Your  steamer 
will  be  captured  or  sunk  in  the  attempt,  if  they  are  even  permitted  to  leave 
New  Orleans,  which  is  very  doubtful. 

AH  outlets  to  the  gulf  are  watched,  and  a  force  is  rapidly  collecting 
round  you  that  you  cannot  dodge. 

You  are  therefore  advised,  as  well  as  warned,  to  disperse  at  once,  with  the 
solemn  assurance  that,  however  unpleasant  it  may  be  to  be  called  upon  to 
act  against  our  own  countrymen,  ouj:  sense  of  duty  is  so  strong  that  aU 
feeling  will  unhesitatingly  be  laid  aside,  and  nothitig  shaU  deter  us 
^m  carrying  out  the  orders  given  in  the  strictest  manner. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QEO.  M.  TOTTEN, 

Lieutenant  commanding. 


Navy  Department, 

September  29, 1849. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  enclosing  a  newspaper  article 
ixe^dcd  ^'  The  Round  island  e^cpedition^''  has  been  received. 
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The  request  made  in  vour  letter^  that  a  CQp7,or  Uxe  ipstmctioDS  ipder 
which  Commander  Randolph  and  Lieutenant  Totten  acted  be  fumisHed^ 
you,  is  respectfuHy  declined. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senrant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTOf(. 
His  Excellency  J..  W.  Matthews, 

EatcuUve  Chamber ^  Jackson^  Mississjgpi. 
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31st Congress,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Sessiofi.  No.  56. 


MESSAGE 

FROM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

COMMumCATING, 

fn  compliance  wkh  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  information  in  relation  to 
militaty  orders  issued  to  the  United  States  officers  at  Santa  Fe,  and  cor- 
respondence  between  those  officers  and  thenar  Department  in  relation 
f  the  claims  of  Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  that  country. 

June  17,  1850. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sates: 

1  have  received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  11th  June, 
instant,  requesting  me  "  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  orders  have 
been  issued  to  any  military  officer  or  officers  at  Santa  Fe  to  hold  posses- 
sion, against  the  authority  of  Texas,  or  in  any  way  to  embarrass  or  pre- 
vent the  exercise  of  her  jurisdiction  over  that  country;  and  to  furnish  the 
Senate  with  copies  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have  taken  place 
between  the  War  Department  and  the  military  stationed  at  Santa  Fe  since 
the  date  of  my  last  communication  to  the  Senate  on  that  subject.'* 
In  reply  to  that  resolution,  I  state  that  no  such  orders  have  been  given. 
I  herewith  present  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution.    All  the  other  orders  relating  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  resolution  have  been  heretofore  communicated  to  the  Senate. 
I  have  already,  in  a  former  message,  referred  to  the  &ct  that  the  bound- 
ary between  Texas  and  New  Mexico  is  disputed.    I  have  now  to  state 
that  information  has  been  recently  received  that  a  certain  Robert  S.  Neigh- 
bors, styling  himself  commissioner  of  the  State  of  Texas,  has  proceeded 
to  Santa  Fe,  with  a  view  of  organizing  counties  in  that  district,  under 
the  authority  of  Texas.    While  I  have  no  power  to  decide  the  question 
of  boundary,  and  no  desire  to  interfere  with  it,  as  a  question  oi  title,  I 
have  to  observe  that  the  possession  of  the  territory  into  which  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Neighbors  has  thus  gone  was  actually  acquired  by  the  United 
States  from  Mexico,  and  has  since  been  held  by  the  United  States,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  ought  so  to  remain  until  the  question  of  boundary  shall 
have  been  determined  by  some  competent  authority.    Meanwhile,  I  think 
there  is  no  reason  for  seriously  apprehending  that  Texas  will  practically 
interfere  with  the  possession ;of  the  United  States. 

Z.  TAYLOR. 
Washington,  June  17, 1850. 
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War  Department, 

Washington^  June  16, 1850. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
11th  instant,  requesting  the  President  "  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any 
orders  have  been  issued  to  any  military  ofBcer  or  officers  at  Santa  Fe  to 
hold  possession  against  the  authority  of  Texas,  or  in  any  way  to  embar- 
rass or  prevent  the  exercise  of  her  jurisdiction  over  that  country,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  no  such  orders  have  been  given. 

In  compliance  with  the  second  clause  of  said  resolution,  requesting 
'*  copies  otany  correspondence  which  may  have  taken  place  between  the 
War  Department  and  the  military  stationed  at  Santa  Fe  since  the  date  of 
his  (the  President's)  last  communication  to  the  Senate  on  that  subject," 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  copies  required. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


lAst  of  accompanyv^  papers. 

November  21, 1849.  Colonel  Munioe  to  the  Adjutant  General,  enclosing 
report  of  Major  Van  Home  of  September  23,  1849. 

February  15,  1850.   The  Adjutant  General's  reply  to  Colonel  Munroe. 

January  3,  1850.  Colonel  Munroe  to  the  Adjutant  General,  enclosing 
letter  to  Major  Van  Home  of  December  28,  1849. 

Instmctions  to  same,  of  December  28,  1849. 

March  8, 1850.  The  Adjutant  General's  reply  to  Colonel  Munroe. 

April  16,  1850.  Colonel  Munroe  to  the  Adjutant  General,  enclosing  the 
"New  Mexican  Extra"  newspaper  of  April  10,  1850;  "Public  Notice''^ 
ofAprill3,1850. 

Letter  from  Robert  S.  Neighbors,  respecting  the  movement  indicated 
by  the  newspaper  publications  and  the  notice. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Military  Defaktment, 

Santa  i%.  New  Mezicoy  November  21,  1849. 

Sir:  Brevet  Major  Van  Home,  3d  regiment  in&ntry,  commanding  op- 
posite to  El  Paso,  has  written  the  enclosed  letter  (dated  post  opposite  Kl 
Paao,  23d  September,  1849)  to  the  commander  of  the  9ih  milituffy  depart* 
meat,  who  respectfully  asks  that  it  be  laid  before  the  proper  department 
of  the  government  at  Washington,  with  the  view  of  having  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  determined;  and  that  thereby  the  local  authorities  within 
this  territory  may  be  relieved  from  the  responsibility  which  the  pteseat 
unsettled  state  of  the  case  presents. 

I  am^  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Brevet  Col.  United  States  Army,  cmnmand'g  dfjp^. 
Major  General  R.  Jones, 

AdJtUani  General  United  States  Army. 
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HSilDQUARTERS;  POST  OPPOSITE  El  PaSO^ 

September  23,  1849. 

Sir:  It  must  have  occurred  to  you  that  no  line  can  be  run  or  exist  such 
as  that  described  in  general  orders  No.  49,  describing  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  8th  and  9th  military  departments.  It  is  required  to  run  from 
where  the  32d  degree  of  latitude  crosses  the  Rio  Grande,  south  of  El  PasOy 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Ensenada  Choctaw,  a  branch  of  the  Colorado.  Now, 
instead  of  the  32d  degree  crossing  the  ri^er  wtUh  of  El  Paso,  it  is  well 
known  that  it  crosses  about  fifteen  miles  in  a  direct  line  northy  or  about 
thirty  miles  by  the  river.  The  order  sending  the  battalion  3d  infiaintry 
here,  designates  this  spot  as  in  New  Mexico,  and  the  9th  military  depart- 
ment.    That  suflSces  for  me  as  to  the  department. 

But  the  question  arises  in  my  mind,  whether  the  laws  of  New  Mexico 
should  be  enforced  here  when  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  is 
about  fifteen  miles  north  of  us?  or,  if  not,  should  those  of  Texas?  These 
arc  questions  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to  you  for  consideration, 
as  I  have  been  called  upon  to  sustain  the  laws  of  both  States  by  different 
individuals.  Mr.  White,  at  Frontera,  desires  me  to  assist  him  in  enforcing 
the  collection  of  taxes  for  New  Mexico  on  stores,  grogshops,  dtc.  As 
these  collections  have  not  yet  been  made,  I  have  deem«l  it  best  to  defer 
their  enforcement  until  I  have  your  views  and  instructions.  Mr.  R.  How- 
ard, who  represents  himself  as  a  legally  appointed  officer  of  Texas,  ^sur- 
veyor,)  has,  with  other  Texans,  been  locating  Texas  head-rights,  06c., 
on  the  great  Salt  lake.  They  claim  the  exclusive  right  to  use  the  salt, 
and  to  levy  a  tax  or  tribute  on  all  others  who  take  salt  therefrom. 

I  shall  be  governed  by  your  directions  in  these  particulars,  and  only 
present  them  to  your  consideration,  as  I  presume  you  ma^r  be  instructed 
or  better  informed  on  the  subject  than  I,  who  have  just  arrived. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 
Brevet  Major  comm^g  Battalion  3d  Ir^f.^  and  post  at  El  Paso. 

AssT.  Ad/t.  General  Ninth  Military  Department, 

Santa  Fey  New  Mexico. 

Note. — ^The  latitude  of  32®  referred  to  by  Maj<Mr  Van  Home,  and  mark- 
ing the  southern  limit  of  the  9th  military  department,  is  nowhere  men- 
tioned in  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  By  a  law  of 
lAextco,  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  is  an  east  and  west  line 
running  on  b(4h  sides  of  A^  Rio  Grande,  a  league  or  somewhat  less  north 
of  £1  Paso. 

J.  MUNROE. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington^  February  16,  I860. 

Co£^nbl:  Your  letter  of  2l8t  November,  enclosing  a  communication 
fiom  Brevet  Major/.  Van  Home  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  between 
the  8th  and  9lh  departments,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas  or  New  Mex- 
ico over  the  station  near  El  Paso,  havmg  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  following  is  his  decision: 
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"The  division  between  the  8lh  and  9th  departments  is  sufficiently 
marked  by  the  general  orders  No.  68,  December  15, 1849.  The  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  soil,  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  claimed  by  Texas  and  New 
M^xico^  cannot  be  settled  by  this  department.  The  commanding  officer 
must  refer  to  and  abide  by  instructions  previously  given  on  this  subject." 
*  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JOHiESy  Adjuiani  General. 
Brevet  Colonel  J.  Mxtkroe, 

Commanding  9/A  Departmenty  Santa  Fsy  N.  M. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Military  Department, 

Santa  Fhy  New  Mexico ,  January  3,  1850. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  copies  of  communications  relating  to  the  territorial 
government  of  New  Mexico,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting,  through 
your  office,  to  the  Home  Department.    It  may  be  proper^  perhaps,  to 
submit  them  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  perusal. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Brevet  Colonel  United  St€Ues  Army^ 
Major  General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General  United  States  Army, 


Headquarters  Ninth  Military  Department, 

SafUa  Fey  New  Mexico y  December  28, 1849. 
Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  I  transmit  you  instructions  for  your  guidance, 
and  that  of  the  New  Mexican  authorities,  in  relation  to  the  limited  dis- 
trict south  of  the  territorial  line,  and  desire  that  you  will  furnish  Mr. 
White,  of  Prontera,  acting  prefect,  with  a  certified  copy  of  it.  The  pa- 
per is  drawn  up  with  as  much  caution  as  possible;  and, in  carrying  out 
its  provisions,  it  is  impottant,  as  you  (!an  well  understand,  to  practise 
equal  prudence.  • 

I  did  not  answer  your  letters  on  this  subject,  owing  to  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  question  was  beset,  and  the  necessity  of  limiting  myself 
to  such  exercise  of  power  as  was  absolutely  necessary  and  could  be  fiiUy 
justified — a  line  of  conduct  by  no  means  easy  to  hit. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Brevet  Colonel y  commanding  Ninth  Military  Department, 
Brevet  Major  Jeff.  Van  Horue, 

Third  U  S.  Infantry y  commanding y  opposite  El  Paeoy  4*c. 


HEADaUARTERS  NiNTH  MiLlTART  DEPARTMENT, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexicoy  December  28, 1849, 
Sir:  There  appears  to  be  a  portion  of  territory,  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  treaty  with  Mexico,  lying  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Bio  Qrande^  (or 
Del  Norte,)  and  south  of  the  ancient  limits  of  New  Mexico,  including 
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the  towns  or  places  of  Ponce's  Rancho,  Isleta,  Seneca,  Socoro,  and  San 
Elisario,  over  which  neither  the  State  of  Texas  nor  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico  has  properly  assumed  civil  jurisdiction  or  extended  their  laws, 
though  the  United  States  exercises  military  authority  over  them  in  con- 
sequence of  occupation  and  treaty. 

As  no  civil  juris<liction  has  been  assumed  over  this  district  by  the  State 
of  Texas,  therefore,  in  order  that  its  inhabitants  may  have  the  protection 
of  civil  laws  and  magistrates,  it  is  hereby  directed  that  you  sustain  the 
civil  jurisdiction  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  her  civil  officers,  and 
magistrates  in  the  execution  of  their  duties  for  the  protection  of  persons 
and  property  only,  under  what  is  called  the  "  Kearny  code,'*  until  such 
time  as  Texas  shall  officially  assume  civil  jurisdiction,  or  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  finally  settle  the  boundary  between  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  or  instructions  to  the  contrary  may  be  received  from  superior  au- 
thority. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Brevet  Oolmiel  U,  S,  Armyy  commanding  department  y  and 
Ex'Offido  Civil  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

Brevet  Major  Jeff.  Van  Hoane, 

Third  Regiment  Infantry j  commandingj  opposite  El  Paso,  ^*c. 


War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washingtony  March  8, 1860. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  3d  of  January,  enclosing  copies  of  your  letters 
of  instruction,  dated  December  28,  1849,  to  Brevet  Major  J.  Van  Home, 
3d  infantry,  commanding  United  States  troops  opposite  El  Paso,  relative 
to  the  territorial  government  of  New  Mexico,  has  been  received  and  duly 
laid  before  the  Secretary  of  Wax. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  state,  in  reply,  that,  regard- 
ing  as  he  does  your  orders  to  Major  Van  Home,  of  December  28,  1849, 
as  manifestly  assuming  to  decide  the  question  of  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
Texas  over  the  places  enumerated  therein,  and  professing  to  extend  a 
'*  code  "  of  laws  which  had  not  been  accepted  by  the  people  even  whilst 
under  military  authority,  it  is  deemed  necessary  distinctly  to  repeat,  for 
your  guidance  on  this  occasion,  what  the  department  has  often  stated, 
that  the  Executive  has  no  power  to  adjust  and  settle  the  question  of  ter- 
ritorial limits  involved  in  this  case.  Other  co-ordinate  departments  are 
alone  competent  to  make  the  decision.  The  main  duties  of  the  army  are, 
to  give  protection  and  security  on  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  and  pre- 
serve internal  peace.  Whatever  else  is  done  must  arise  from  the  urgent 
pressure  of  a  necessity  which  cannot  be  postponed,  and  to  avoid  the  ex- 
ercise of  any  civil  authority  which  is  not  justified  by  that  necessity.  In 
sending  to  these  people  the  '^  Kearny  code,'*  or  other  codes,  it  is  proper 
to  remark,  that  the  only  regulations  which  are  applicable  to  their  condi- 
tion are  those  laws  which  were  in  force  at  tho  period  of  the  conquest  of 
New  Mexico,  or  Texas  may  establish.  The  only  exception  is,  that  they 
be  not  in  opposition  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  further  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  annex,  herewith,  ex- 
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tracts  from  his  instructions  of  April  3,  1849,  to  General  P.  F.  Smith , 
United  States  army,  commanding  Pacific  division,  and  of  June  26, 1849^ 
to  Brevet  Brigadier  General  B.  Riley,  relative  to  the  laws  and  internal 
afl&irs  of  Califoraia,  but  which  are  considered  alike  applicable  to  the 
pesent  state  of  affairs  in  New  Mexico.  I  also  annex  an  extract  from  the 
letter  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  B.  Riley  to  the  Adjutant  General,  dated 
June  30,  1849,  as  showing  the  principle  on  wJiich  the  civil  government 
of  California  was  administered,  conformably  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  above  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dec, 

R.  JONES, 

Adjutant  General. 
Brevet  Colonel  J.  Munboe, 

Commanding  Ninth  Department y  Sa7iia  Fe^  New  Mexico. 


[Extract  1] 

The  Secretary  of  War  to  General  P.  P.  Smithy  commanding  Pacific  di- 
vision,  Calif oniia,  dated  Washington,  April  3,  1849. 

"  Touching  the  internal  regulations  of  Cah'fbmia,  it  is  presumed  that  a 
government  de  facto  remains,  or  has  been  established  in  it;  that  it  rests 
on  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  under  it;  and  that  its  chief  authority  is 
exercised  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the  rights  of  persons  and 
property.  California  being  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
must  be  regarded  as  subject  to  the  constitution,  and  all  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof;  and  hence  any  regulation  in  opposition  to  them  will  be 
regarded  as  having  no  binding  effect.  With  this  limitation,  such  a  gov- 
ernment will  be  respected  and  aided  by  you  in  the  exercise  of  its  func* 
tions.*' 

[Extract  3  ] 

The  Secretary  of  War  to  Brevet  Brigaditr  General  B.  Riley,  Monterey, 
California,  dated  June  26,  1849. 

^^  It  is  equally  true  that  all  laws  existing  and  of  force  in  California  at  the 
period  of  the  conquest  are  still  operative,  with  the  limitation  that  they  are 
not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  In  my 
opinion,  these  constitute  the  whole  code  of  laws  now  of  force  in  Califor- 
nia. I  should  add  that  this  opinion  does  not  infringe  on  the  rights  of 
communities  to  make  necessary  regulations  for  the  police  and  security  of 
persons  and  property.  Such  regulations  must  necessarily  be  temporary, 
as  they  are  presumed  to  be  voluntary  and  de<?igned  to  meet  emergencies 
and  difficulties  which  the  sovereign  power  will  talce  the  earliest  occasioa 
to  remove." 
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Brevet  Brisadier  General  B,  Riley  to  Major  General  R.  Jones,  Adjutant 
General f  dated  Monterey,  California,  June  30, 1849. 

"  The  publication  of  a  portion  of  the  instructions  received  from  Wash- 
ington, respecting  the  government  of  this  country  and  the  disposition 
manifested  by  the  authorities  here  to  enforce  the  existing  laws,  has  done 
much  to  remove  the  erroneous  opinions  which  were  for  a  time  entertained 
by  a  portion  of  the  people  of  California.  The  civil  government  of  this 
country  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  administered  on  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Court,  viz:  'On  the  transfer  of  the  ceded 
territory  it  has  never  been  held  that  the  relations  of  the  inhabitants  with 
each  other  undergo  any  change.  Their  relations  with  their  former  sov- 
ereign are  dissolved,  and  new  relations  created  between  them  and  the 
government  which  has  acquired  their  territory.  The  mere  act  which 
transfers  their  country,  transfers  the  allegiance  of  those  who  remove 
[remain]  in  it;  and  the  law  which  may  be  denominated  political  is  neces- 
sarily changed,  although  that  which  regulates  the  intercourse  and  general 
conduct  of  individuals  remains  in  force  until  altered  by  the  newly-created 
power  of  the  state.' '' 

"  The  treaty  is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  admits  the  inhabitants  of 
[California]  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges,  rights,  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  It  is  necessary  to  inquire  whether  this  is 
not  their  condition,  independent  of  stipulation.  Tliey  do  not,  however, 
participate  in  political  power;  they  do  not  share  in  the  government  till 
[California]  shall  become  a  State.  In  the  mean  time  [California]  continues 
to  be  a  Territory  of  the  United  States,  governed  by  virtue  of  that  clause 
of  the  constitution  which  empowers  Congress  to  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  propertv  belonging  to 
the  United  States." 


Headquarters  Ninth  Milftary  Delartmbnt, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico ,  April  16,  1850. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  Major  Robert  S.  Neighbors,  commis- 
siooer  of  the  State  of  Texas,  dated  the  15th  instant,  addressed  to  the 
commander  of  this  department,  and  printed  papers,  all  referring  to  the 
affairs  of  this  Territory  in  connexion  with  the  claim  of  Texas,  and  I  de- 
sire that  they  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Brevet  Colonel  United  Stales  Army,  commanding. 
Major  General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General  United  States  Army. 


{From  the  '<  New  MexicMi**  extra,  of  April  1#,  1850.] 

Santa  Fe,  Aprii  7, 1850. 
JVIK00R8.  Editors:  Under  the  excitement  caused  by  the  intelligence 
received  irom  the  United  States  by  the  last  mail,  it  is  extremely  difficult 
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to  take  a  perfectly  correct  and  dispassionate  view  of  the  coarse  that  ought 
to  be  pursued  by  the  people  of  New  Mexico;  yet  I  have  endeavored  to  do 
so,  and  will  present  it  for  the  consideration  of  our  fellow-citizens,  if  you 
will  favor  me  by  a  publication  in  your  next  extra. 

'  The  intelligence,  nationally  and  territorially,  distresses  me  as  much  as 
it  possibly  can  either  of  you  >  or  any  lover  of  his  country.  I  know  your 
sentiments  well,  gentlemen,  as  expressed  publicly  and  privately,  ana  am 
well  assured  that  neither  of  you,  so  long  as  a  single  ray  of  hope  exists, 
would  abandon  the  zealous  advocacy  of  a  territorial  form  of  government; 
nor  would  I  do  so.  The  intelligence  referred  to,  however,  is  of  such 
serious  character  that  we  are  bound  to  take  other  and  more  comprehensive 
views  of  our  situation  than  mere  considerations  of  preference  and  internal 
advantages  of  one  form  of  government  over  another.  We  are  called  upon 
now  to  act,  not  only  for  ourselves,  but  for  the  good,  and,  perhaps,  to  avert 
the  menaced  dissolution  of  our  beloved  Union. 

The  renewal  of  the  agitating  question  of  slavery,  growing  out  of  the 
violence  of  party  spirit,  and  the  attempt  to  establish  proper  governments 
for  the  different  departments  acquired  by  treaty  from  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  creates  general  and  well  founded  grounds  of  apprehension  for 
the  safety  of  the  Union,  of  which  we  form  an  integral  part,  and  are  equally 
and  alike  menaced  with  every  other  portion  of  it.  * 

The  only  resolutions  that  have  been  presented  at  all  favorable  to  the 
plan  of  territorial  government  were  those  of  Mr.  Clay,  which  met  with 
decided  opposition  from  the  whole  South,  and  from  other  quarters.  The 
debates  on  the  resolutions,  and  the  strength  of  the  opposing  party,  to- 
gether with  the  assured  position  taken  by  the  administration  against  the 
territorial  move,  forbids  the  shadow  of  a  hope  that  we  shall  obtain  it  this 
session  of  Congress,  or  even  during  this  presidential  term,  should  it  please 
God  to  preserve  our  Union  so  long.  The  great  object  of  all  parties  ap- 
pears to  be  to  have  fixed  and  settled  at^once,  and  forever,  the  whole  question 
of  slavery;  and  nothing  short  of  this  will  satisfy  either  of  them.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  they  all  seek  a  general  blending ^  and  absolutely  r^use  to 
act  on  any  separate  question  that  can  possibly  even  remotely  influence, 
much  less  directly  affect,  the  principal  one  of  slavery. 

In  this  position  of  affairs,  the  administration,  through  a  conservative 
principle,  and  with  a  hope  of  shielding  our  country  from  the  calamity  by 
which  she  is  so  menacingly  assailed,  calls  upon  us  to  take  such  decisive 
measures  as  will  tend,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  to  achieve  that  object, 
and  propose,  as  the  only  effectual  mgans  in  our  power,  the  immediate 
adoption  of  a  State  constitution  and  form  of  government,  with  the  ex- 
plicit declaration  that  we  are  for  or  against  slavery,  and  present  them  for 
the  action  of  Congress  during  this  session.  Hence  it  is  we  find  ourselves 
placed  in  a  very  peculiar  and  delicate  position.  On  the  one  hand,  we 
may  hope,  within  the  next  three  years,  lo  get  a  territorial  government, 
should  the  Union  be  undissolved;  and  on  the  other,  it  appears  to  be  our 
imi)erative  duty  to  abandon  those  hopes,  and,  for  the  preservation  of  our 
nationality,  to  assume  a  form  ol  government  we  have  always,  and  consci- 
entiously, opposed  as  disadvantageous  for  us. 

I,  gentlemen,  have  always  been  taught  that  in  great  emergencies,  such 
as  the  present  appears  to  be,  every  community,  and  every  individual  of 
that  community,  is  bound  legally,  and  by  every  sentiment  of  honor  and 
patriotism,  not  only  to  repress  all  predilections  and  abandon  all  local  advanK 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9  [56] 

ages,  but  to  do  all  that  possibly  can  be  done  to  avert  national  destruction; 
and  such  I  believe  will  be  the  opinion  of  all  who  are  not  absolutely  blinded 
by  ignorance  or  by  party  zeal.  Believing,  as  I  am  most  conscientiously 
forced  to  do  by  the  evidences  now  before  me,  that  the  peril  to  the  Union 
is  ceriaiuy  imminent^  and  immediaiey  and  that  it  is  in  our  power  mcUeriaUy 
to  aid  in  diverting  it,  I  hold  it  a  sacred  duty  I  owe  to  the  Union,  my 
adopted  country,  and  to  myself,  to  advise  the  native  people  of  ^ew  Mexico 
that  I  conceive  it  to  be  thAr  dtUyy  as  well  as  my  own  and  that  of  every 
other  American  citizen  in  the  territory,  to  come  firward  boldly,  and  at 
once,  and  endeavor  to  sustain  the  integrity  of  our  Union  by  the  formation 
of  a  State  constitution  and  government,  with  an  explicit  declaration  on 
the  subject  of  slavery. 

I  am,  Messrs.  Editors,  respectfully, 

ONE  OP  YOUR  PARTY. 


Los  siguientes  parrafos  son  traducidos  del  Mensage  del  Presidente  de 
los  Estados  Unidos  al  Congreso,  en  21  de  Enero,  1850. 

Para  la  mejor  ejecucion  de  los  tratados  hechos  (en  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,) 
y  hasta  donde  Alcanse  el  poder  ejecutivo  para  que  pueda  tomar  accion  el 
tlongreso,  en  la  seccion  presente,  con  el  conosimiento  y  metios  dificul- 
tades  posibles  sobre  materia  de  interes  en  estos  Territorios,  mande  al  Hon. 
Thomas  Butler  King  como  portador  de  despachos  a  Caliibrnia,  y  ciertos 
Oficiales  a  California,  y  Nuevo  Mejico  cuyos  deberes  son  particularmente 
definidos  en  las  cartas  de  instruciones  que  acompano  dirijidas  a  ellos  por 
los  propios  Departamentos. 

Recomende  a  los  Pueblos  de  los  Territorios  mi  deseo  si  acaso  le  convenia 
a  cada  Territorio  devia  si  heran  preparados  a  cumplir  con  los  requisitos  de 
la  constitucion  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  de  formar  un  plan  de  Constitucion 
de  Estado,  y  someter  el  mismo  al  Congreso  suplicandole  que  lo  admitiese 
eomo  Estado  de  la  Union. 

Aconseje  a  los  Pueblos  de  les  Territorios  la  pronla  aplicacion  de  ser  admiti- 
dos  como  Estado.  Fue  actuado  principalmente  por  un  grande  y  verdadero 
deseo  de  poner  en  el  conocimiento  de  la  sabiduria  y  patriotismo  del  Con- 
greso de  evitar  ocaciones  de  amargas  y  exaltadas  discuciones  entre  el 
pueblo  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Las  epocas  de  incitamiento  de  esta  causa,  (esclavitud,)  que  han  sucedido 
anteriormente,  las  hemos  pasado  en  salvo  pero  durante  el  tiempo  que  sea 
mucho  o  poco,  que  pudiera  pasar  antes  de  la  admision  de  los  territorios 
cedidos  por  Mejico  como  Estados,  parese  probable  que  insitamiento  seme- 
jante,  existira  da  una  manera  inesperada. 

Bajo  estas  circunstancias  pense  y  todavia  creo  que  hera  mi  deber  de 
pouer  en  el  poder  del  Congreso  por  la  admision  de  Nuevo  Mejico  y  Call- 
fornia  como  Estado^  como  medio  de  remover  toda  ocasion  innesaria  de  la 
opinion  publica. 

Un  reclamo  ha  sido  auanzado  por  el  Estado  de  Tejas  a  una  gran  por- 
cion  del  mas  populoso  distrito  del  territorio,  comunmente  decignado  por  el 
nombre  de  Nuevo  Mejico,  si  el  pueblo  de  Nuevo  Mejico  hubiera  forma- 
doun  plan  de  gobierno  de  Estado  para  aquel  territorio  como  se  dice  por 
los  tratados  de  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  y  hubiera  sido  admitido  por  el  Con- 
greso como  Estado,  nuestra  constitucion  hubiera  dado  medios  del  ajuste 
de  la  cuestion  de  limites  con  Tejas  por  medio  de  una  decicion  judicial. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


[W]  10 

Al  piesente  no  hay  tribunal  judicial  cue  lenga  el  poder  de  decidir  la  cues- 
tion,  y  si  queda  a  la  deliberacion  del  Congreso  dictar  medidas  para  el 
ajuste. 


Del  Secrctcaio  de  Ouerra,al  Teniente  Colonel  McCaU, 

DePARTMENTO    DB   GuERRAy 

Washington^  Noviembre  19,  1850. 

Senor:  Como  V.  esta  para  reunirse  con  su  regimieoto  en  servicio  en 
Mejico,  me  ha  ocurrido  como  un  deber  hacer  alguuas  observaciones  sobre 
la  condicion  peculiar  de  aiiuel^  y  otro  Territorio  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
desde  que  fueron  agregados  estos  Territorios,  en  cuanto  a  su  gobiemo 
civil,  han  sido  goberuados  por  los  oficiales  del  ejercitoen  ellos  mandando^ 
un  deber  lo  es  considerado  como  calleu  do  mas  alia  de  una  esfera  de 
accion  y  de  ser  relevados  de  ese  deber,  no  puede  ser  mas  deseado  por  ellos 
que  por  este  departameuto.  Este  Estado  de  cosas  ha  resultado  de  la 
omicion  del  Congreso  de  prober  un  gobierno  conveniente,  y  en  respecto  a 
lo  futuro  hay  razon  de  creer  que  las  dificultades  de  lo  pasado  tendremos 
que  encontrar.  De  toda  manera  posible  es  importance  tan  to  a  Nuevo 
Mejico  como  a  los  Estados  Unidos  que  estos  embarazos  sean  removidos 
prontamente.  No  esta  dudado  que  el  Pueblo  de  Nuevo  Mejico,  desea  e 
quiere  un  gobierno  organizado  con  todos  los  poderes  propios  para  lo  segusi- 
dad  de  sus  vidas  y  propiedades. 

^La  cuestion  prontamente  ocurre  de  ver  de  que  manera  se  puede 
suplir  aquc4  gobierno  ?  he  advertido  ya  a  dificultades  pasadas  y  tadavia 
existentes,  que  han  retardado  y  pueden  continiiar  retardan  do  la  accion 
de  lor  Estados  Unidos  en  respecto  a  esta  tan  nesesaria  y  primera  neseci- 
dad. 

Para  removerla,  puede  en  alguna  manera  ser  parte  del  dever  de  los  ofi* 
ciales  del  egercito,  sobre  quienes  bajo  las  nesecidades  del  caao^  ha  sido 
embuelta  una  participacion  parcial  de  sus  negocios  civiles;  y  ha  sido  por 
conciguiente  conveniente  que  diga  yo  ue  no  es  creido  necesario  que  el 
Pueblo  de  Nuevo  Mejico  esta  requerido  de  aguardar  la  accion  del  gobierno 
federal  en  relacion  al  plan  de  gobierno  que  desea  para  la  regulacion  de  sua 
negocios  interiores. 

La  constitucion  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  los  tratadosde  paz  entre  Mejico  y 
los  Estados  Unidos  les  garantiza  su  admicion  en  la  union  de  nuestros  esta« 
dos,  sugetos  unicameote  al  dictamen  o  juicio  de  congreso.  Si  el  pueblo  de 
Nuevo  Mejico  deseara  tomar  algunos  pasas  asi  a  este  objeto  tan  importance 
y  necesario  a  ellos  mismos  y  sera  su  deber  y  el  de  otros  con  quieu  V.  este 
asociado  de  no  embarazar,  para  abansar  sus  deseos.  Essu  dcrecho  de 
presentarse  ante  el  congreso,  y  pedir  su  admicion  en  la  union. 


Observaciones  hechas  en  el  Congreso  el  dia  20  de  IFebrero  de  1850,  que 
.  maniHestan  la  opinion  a  las  resoludones  del  Sr.  CUay  en  favor  de  ujt 
goUerno  Territorial  para  Nuevo  Mejico,  4*^. 

El  Sr,  Foote,  hablo  muchco  tieiiipo  sobre  el  peligro  de  que  esta  rodeado 
el  pais  y  manifesto  la  opinion  que  habia  un  plan  de  introducir  Califoxnia  a 
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la  Union  clandestinamerte,  y  que  las  resoluciones  del  Sr.  Clay  concedian 
todo  al  NoTte  y  nada  al  Sur,  pero  el,  ira  al  sepalero  con  la  opinion  que  la 
esclavimd  hera  un  mal  moral,  y  una  injuria  politica. 

Las  resoluciones  del  honorable  senador  diceu  que  la  esclavitud  no  existe; 
0  no  esta  sostenida  por  la  ley  en  los  Territorios  recientemente  adquiridos  de 
Mejico;  cuando  yo  soy  de  la  opinion  que  los  iratados  con  la  republica  de  Mej- 
ico  llevo  la  consiitucion  con  todas  sus  garantias  a  todo  el  Territorio  obtenido, 
por  el  tratado  y  asi  dura  el  privilegio  a  todo  dueno  de  esclavosen  elSurde 
entrar  en  cualesquiera  parte  dedichos  Territorios,  Hevando  consigo  sus  escla- 
vos,  y  ayi  gozar  libre  de  toda  molestacion  o  estorbo  de  cualesquiera  natural- 
eza,  y  que  conciderando  que  el  havia  antes  declarado  formalmente  que  el 
derecho  de  Tejas  a  todo  el  territorio  contenido  dentro  de  sus  limites  como 
manifestado  en  sus  leyes  del  ano  de  mil  ochocientos  tre  inta  y  seis  Ueno, 
completo  e  inneglable,  y  el  hera  opuesto  de  decir  cualquiera  cosa,  por  reso- 
lacion,  o  de  cualquiera  otra  manera  que  podia  en  el  grado  mas  rainimo 
atraher  el  titulo  en  disputa,  como  el  creia  estabahecho  en  una  de  sus  reso- 
luciones del  honorable  senador  de  Kentucky,  que  si  toda  otra  cues- 
tion  conexa  con  la  materia  de  esclavitud  puede  ser  arreglada  satisfac- 
toriamente,  el  no  ve  objecion  algoma  a  la  admicion  detoda  esa  parte  de 
California,  ariba  en  la  linia  de  treinta  grados  y  treinta  primeros,  en  la 
union,  con  el  proviso  que  uno  u  olro  Estado  de  esclavitud  pueden  ser 
hechos  dentro  de  los  limites  presentes  de  Tejas,  de  nianera  que  existira  la 
misma  ignaldad  entrelos  Estadosde  esclavos  y  Estados  libresde  la  Union, 
y  con  tal  amas  que  todo  esto  esta  hecho  por  la  ley  de  convenio,  y  como  un 
medio  para  salvar  la  Union. 

EI  Sr.  Barnen,  creia  qjelas  mirasdel  Sr.  Clay  eran  muy  sinceras  ypat- 
rioticas,  pero  que  el  pensaba  de  otro  modo  muy  diferente,  pero  ni  yo  lam- 
poco  despues  de  declaraciones  hechas  por  Senadofes  de  otros  Estados, 
tenerlo  inferido  de  mi  silencio  con  todo  el  respecto  que  tengo  al  senador 
de  Kentucky,  y  con  el  pronto  homenage  que  yo  estoy  dispuesto  a  hacer 
a  los  motives  que  le  sugirieron  a  introducir  sus  resoluciones  que  se  creen 
por  un  momento  mis  constituyentes  que  yo  he  convenido  en  las  propo- 
ciciones  manifestadas  en  estas  resoluciones. 

El  Sr.  D.  W.  Dowiors.  Dijo  que  nadie  puede  haber  oido  con  mas 
placer  que  el  mismo,  lo  que  esta  anunciado  en  el  Diario  que  el  Sr.  Clay 
estaba  preparando  ubenimiento  sobre  la  cuestion  agitada  de  esclavitud, 
pero  que  el  ha  sido  muy  enganado,  y  debe  confezar  que  en  el  entero  dis- 
curso  de  su  vida  nunca  ha  sido  tan  asombrado  como  cuando  vio  produ- 
cida  esta  proposicion  como  un  combenio.  El  pidio  la  palabra  no  con  el 
fin  de  discutir  la  cuestion,  sino  de  protestar  solemnemente  contra  ella. 

El  Sr.  Butler.  Dijo  despaes  del  cambio  de  la  discucion,  habia  tomado 
que  creia  que  le  convenia  a  el  decir  unas  cuantas  palabras  antes  de  con- 
cluir  este  negocio.  Yo  no  hago  imputacion  ninguna  por  sus  esfuerzos 
sera  la  preserbation  de  la  Union,  pero  a  mi  me  pueden  perdonar  si  digo 
que  no  sera  preserbada  por  el  simple  norabre  de  convenio. 

El  Sr.  Mason.  Despues  de  examinar  las  resoluciones  del  Sr.  Clay, 
dijo  que  hay  otro  que  siente  demaciado  de  ver  introducida  ante  la  sala  de 
senaciores,  por  un  senador  de  un  Estado  donde  hay  esclavitud,  es  esta 
que  supone  que  la  esclavitud  no  existe  ahora  segun  la  ley  en  estos  paises. 
Yo  entiendo  de  sus  propociciones  a  declarar  que  segun  la  ley  esta  aborida 
la  esclavitud  en  Nuevo  Mojico  y  California. 

El  Sr.  Davis.    ^En  el  discurso  de  una  fuerte  comentacion  sobre  estas 
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resoliiciones  pregunto:  que  despues  de  agitada  esta  cueslion  en  estas  y 
en  otras  partes  ha  evitado  la  introducion  de  esclavos  estorbando  la  emi- 
gracion  de  hombres  que  tengan  esclavos,  con  sus  propiedades,  hemos  de 
estar  infomiados  que  la  cuestion  esta  arreglada? 

El  Senor  Clemens  hizo  una  larga  opocicion  y  comentario  sabre  las 
resoluciones  del  Senor  Clay,  en  cuanto  a  una  supuesta  consertada  accion 
entre  el  Senor  Clay  y  el  Senor  Benton  que  el  Senor  Clay  nego  durante 
la  discucion.  El  Senor  Clemens  dijo  que  el  no  veza  razon  alguna  que 
no  fuera  posible  la  desunion  pero  si  no  la  responsabilidad  de  las  conce- 
cuencias  cae  sobre  el  Norte.  Tambien  caimento  sobre  las  niinas  del 
Senor  Cass,  a  que  contesta  el  Senor  Cass.  Creo  dijo  el  Wilmot  proviso 
inconstitucional.  Si  la  propocicion  me  hubiera  sido  primerumente  pre- 
sentada  la  hubiera  votado  cuando  fue  primeramente  presentada  los  dipu- 
tados  del  sur  no  manifestaron  la  resistencia  a  ellos  como  lo  han  hecho 
despues.  Algunos  de  ellos  estaban  en  favor  de  ella  pero  despues  dijo  el 
Senor  Cass,  que  el  examino  la  materia  y  hallo  qne  no  havia  hallado  en 
la  constiiucion  para  prohivir  la  esclavitud  de  las  comunidades  Territo- 
riales.  El  fue  confirmado  en  su  opinion  por  una  consulta  con  el  Senor 
uez  McLean.  El  Sur  Estaba  muy  exaltado  y  los  Dipu  tados  estaban  de 
tenninados  de  hir  adelante  del  sur  incitamiento. 

El  Senor  Cass  siguio  diciendo  que  el  havia  oido  amenazos  riolentos 
que  ya  bastaba,  que  estas  cosas  comentaudo  sobre  el  razonamiento  del 
Senor  Mason  nos  arrojan  al  ultimo  estremo.  He  oido  amenasos  que  en 
Nueva  York  ha  hadeser  Troya  moderno,  y  las  ciudades  del  Sur  como 
Troya  antigua  que  el  Norte  ha  de  ser  desolado  yo  no  puedo  resistir  este 
estado  de  cosas  por  mas  tiempo.  Estamos  en  las  manos  de  Dios,  y  yo 
inoro  lo  que  el  nara  con  nosotros  pero  de  los  hombres,  su  prudencia  y 
moderacion  el  no  tiene  esperanzas. 

La  tempestad  havia  rodado  sobre  el,  y  el  estaba  abatido.  Esta  bora  su 
ultima  seccion  aqui  si  no  dijera  un  hombre  del  Norte  que  la  institucion 
de  esclavitud  no  hera  la  mejor  del  mundo  los  nombres  del  Sur  los  denun- 
ciaba  como  abolicio  nistas.  En  sus  casas  su  curso  moderado  hiso  que  lo 
denunciara  neutral  (o carm de masa)  Fuego ysangre fue invocada porlasdos 
partes  todas  las  edades  han  tenido  sus  Wilmot  proviso.  En  algunos 
tiempos  ha  benido  de  una  forma,  y  en  otros  en  otra  ello  hera  un  pretesto 
de  una  conmocion. 


A  n/uestros  Condudadanos  de  N,  M. 

El  Correo  que  lliego  ayer  en  dies  y  siete  dias  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  nos 
tray  noticias  tristes  del  estado  que  guarda  la  Union,  y  destniye  nuestras 
esperanzas  de  obtener  un  gobierno  Territorial.  La  cuestion  aflijida  de 
escla\itud  es  la  causa,  y  no  solo  embuelve  a  nosotros  aqui  pero  amenasa 
seriamente  la  disolucion  entera  de  la  Union  Dios  permita  que  no  sea  ver- 
dad.  Mas  de  tres  meses  han  pasado  desde  que  se  reunio  el  Congreso  y 
no  ha  sido  admitido  todavia.  Unaproposicion  introducida  por  al  senador 
Senor  Foote  a  formar  un  gobierno  Territorial  para  N.  Mejico  propone  los 
limites  siguien  tes:  Al  poniente  por  la  cierra  de  Mimbres  conienzando  a 
los  treinta  y  dos  grados  de  latitud  en  linia  recta  al  norte  hasta  los  treinta 
y  nueve,  de  ahi  en  linia  recta  al  Este  hasle  105,  grados  de  lougitud  al 
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ponicnte.  De  ahi  linea  recta  hasta  el  22,  grado  de  latitud,  y  de  ahi  linea 
recta  al  poniente  hasta  el  pun  to  de  que  comenso.  A  este  tiempo  el  N. 
Mejico  contiene  doscientas  mil  millas  cuadradas,  y  las  resoluciones  de 
Senor  Poote  de  reducir  los  limites  a  70,000  mil  dando  lo  restante  de  13,000 
8  Tejas. 

La  unica  accion  en  fiivor  de  nuestra  aplicacion  por  un  gobierno  Terri- 
torial file  hecha  en  las  resoluciones  propuestas  por  el  Senador  Clay,  que 
fiieron  opuestas  nor  todos  los  senadores  del  Sur,  y  por  muchos  de  los  sen- 
adores  distinguiclos  del  Norte,  y  parte  de  los  del  poniente,  aun  su  com- 
panero  mismo  se  opuso  a  dichas  resolucioses.  La  gran  cuestion  es  esta 
de  esclavitud  y  ambKOS  grandes  par  tidos  se  oponen  a  una  accion  separada 
sobre  cualesquiera  porcion  del  Territorio  que  puedan  ser  conecso  a  ella  o 
Nuevo  Mejico  abandonado  por  Mejico,  esta  inimediatamente  interesado  y 
en  vcrdad  junto  con  California  es  la  causa  principal  de  la  presente  ostenta- 
tion que  aterra  anarquia  y  desunion  a  nuestro  entero  pais.  El  partido 
poderoso  de  la  administracion  tambien  se  opone  a  nuestra  aplicacion  por 
un  gobierno  Territorial  ysolamentefiindadoque  puede  atraher  la  desunion, 
y  por  que  eilos  creen  ser  nuestro  dever  de  urgir,  lo  que  ellos  admiten  sera 
a  nuestro  veneficio.  En  la  cuestion  de  nuestra  salvacion  nacional  y  de 
formar  inmediatamente  una  constitucion  de  estado  bajo  la  cual  tendriamos 
el  derecho  libremente  a  declarar  si  queriamos  esclavitud  o  no  a  lo  cual 
ningun  partido  tenia  el  poder  de  levantar  su  voz  en  contra. 

Ba|o  estas  circunstancias  deplorables,  de  violencias  inr.uditas  una  ape- 
lacion  esta  hecha  al  pueblo  Americano  entero  y  a  los  ciudadanos  de  Nuevo 
Mejico  en  particular  de  adelantarse  a  tomar  accion  prontamente  y  deci- 
didamente  para  asegurar  ia  existencia  misma  de  nuestras  instituciones 
gloriosas,  y  para  evitar  la  aniquilacion  de  nuestra  libertad  comun,  y  de 
unirnos  todos  en  ua  comun  y  dichoso  vinculo  de  hermandad. 

En  esta  posicion  de  asuntos  estraordinarios,  la  cuestion  se  presenta 
actualmeate  aun  mas  forzada  sobre  nosotros  cuales  son  nuestros  verdaderos 
intereses,  y  que  curzo  hemos  de  tomar  para  seguir,  ^cual  es  el  mas  justo  y 
mas  magnanimo  y  generoso  en  un  pueblo?  No  hara  a  nosotros  no  siendo 
capaz  por  medio  de  una  convinacion  de  circunstancias  adversas  de  obte- 
ner  lo  que  ahora  deceamos  o  quedar  engrillados  como  hora  estamos  por  dos 
ores  anos  siguientes  con  la  esperanza  de  obtener  nuestros  deceos,  ^o  aban- 
donamos  los  deceos  y  generosamente  abansaremos  valerosamente  sopor- 
tando  lo  que  parese  de  ser  el  interes  comun  de  nuestro  pais* 

Convencidos  profundamente,  que  no  podemos  al  presente  obtener  un 
gobierno  Territorial,  y  con  la  asistensia  de  la  tempestad  desolaaora  amen- 
asando  nuestra  Union,  junto  con  la  incontrovertible  verdad  que  una  con- 
vinacion del  partido  que  siempre  ha  operado  contra  nosotros,  reunido  con 
el  poder  admmistrativo,  pueden  obligamos  en  cualquier  memento  a  entrar 
o  tomar  accion  en  la  formacion  de  un  gobierno  de  Estado  y  pronto  confe- 
samos  que  nosotros  lo  cremos  mas  ventajajoso  yen  vi^ta  de  todas  las  cosas, 
de  guiar  a  nuestras  mismas  miras,  y  nosotros  no  podemos  ver  otro  medio 
que  aquel  de  agarrar  la  suspencion  y  aprovecharnos  del  unico  recurso  que 
nos  ha  quedado  para  evitar  la  mas  seria  calamidad  que  es  de  ser  goberna- 
do8  por  cabesas  de  partidos,  quienes  han  iacciosamente  puesto  en  desafio 
la  Toz  publica  y  interes  del  publico,  y  escojiendo  tales  peraonas  que  a  no- 
sotroe  nos  parescan  ser  mas  capases  inteligentes,  y  iustos  para  administrar 
un  gobierno  que  nos  condusca  a  nuestra  prosperidad  y  quietud,  domesttca. 
Con  objeto  les  suplicamos  de  ezaminar  cuidadosa  y  seiiamente  k>  que  les 
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hemos  manifestado  junto  oon  el  prosedimiento  del  Congreso  y  puestoen 
otras  columnas  de  manera  que  si  son  satisfechos  de  la  justicia  puedon  VV. 
tomar  accion  inmedialamente  sobre  nuestra  recomendacion  petisionaudo 
al  Coronal  John  Munroe,  gobernador  civil  y  nnilitar,  a  llamar  una  conven- 
cion  tan  luego  conio  sea  posible  paia  la  formacion  de  una  cooslitucion  de 
Estado. 


NOTICE. 


The  citizens  of  the  cdunty  of  Santa  Fe  are  reljuested  to  attend  a  public 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  court-house  on  Saturday  the  20th  instant,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  resolutions  in  favor  of  a  State 
form  of  government,  and  requesting  the  governor  ol  the  Territory  to  call 
a  convention  to  form  a  State  constitution. 

JOAB  HOUGHTON, 
T.  S.  J.  JOHNSON, 
E.  W.  PREWITT, 
J.  W.  FOLGER, 
JOSE  M.  ABREO, 
DOMINGO  FERNANDEZ, 
CERAN  St.  VRAIN, 
MERRILL  ASHURST, 
MURRAY  F.  TULEY, 
DONACIANO  VIGIL, 
FRANCIS  ORTIZ,  y 
DELGADO. 
Santa  Pe,  April  13, 1860. 


AVISO. 


Los  ciudadanos  del  condado  de  Santa  Fe,  estan  convidados  para  con- 
currir  a  una  junta  publica  en  el  patio  de'la  casa  de  la  corte,  el  Savado  20 
del  corriente  a  las  oias  de  la  manana,  con  el  fin  de  tratar  sobre  los  medios 
de  formar  una  constitution  de  Estado,  y  peticionar  al  gobernador  se  sirva 
despachai  un  acto  convidando  a  una  convencion  para  Uenar  dicho  objeto. 

JOAB  HOUGHTON, 
CERAN  St.  VRAIN, 
E.  W.  PREWITT, 
DOMINGO  FERNANDEZ, 
J.  W.  FOLGER, 
JOSE  MARIA  ABREO, 
T.  S.  J.  JOHNStJN, 
MERRILL  ASHURST, 
MURRAY  F.  TULEY, 
DONACUNO  VIGIL, 
FRANCISCO  ORTIS,  y 
DELGADO. 
Santa  Fe>  AMI  13  de  1890. 
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Santa  Pe,  April  15, 1850. 

Sir:  Having  seen,  during  the  day,  notices  posted  up  both  in  Spanish 
and  English,  inviting  the  citizens  ©f  this  place  to  convene  on  Saturday 
next  **  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  making  a  State  move- 
ment, and  to  petition  you,  as  the  head  of  this  government,  to  call  a  con- 
vention," &c.,  I  deem  it  my  duty  as  commissioner  of  Texas,  sent  here  to 
effect  an  organization,  under  her  laws,  of  this  portion  of  A^  Territory,  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  as  well  as  to  the  third  section,  fourth  article, 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

I  deem  it  the  more  necessary  thus  solemnly  to  protest  against  any 
countenance  or  aid  being  given  to  this  movement  by  the  present  head  of 
this  government  in  consequence  of  the  published  orders  which  have  ema- 
nated from  the  War  DejMurtment,  and  the  result  of  an  interview  had  be- 
tween us  a  few  days  since.  The  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  has  declared  her  determination  to  maintain  inviolate  all  the  ter- 
ritory within  her  boundaries — such  boundaries  as  were  guarantied  to  her 
by  her  compact  of  Union;  and  I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  refer  you 
to  the  second  section  of  the  *<  joint  resolution  for  annexing  Texas  to  the 
United  States,"  and  preamble  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
by  which  the  terms  oi  said  *' joint  resolution"  are  accepted;  and  also  to 
the  '*  joint  resolution  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Texas  into  the 
Union,"  approved  29th  December,  1845;  all  of  which,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  violated  by  a  consummation  of  the  objects  of  said  State  move- 
ment:  and,  further,  to  state  that  I  now  most  solemnly /tto/c^^  against 
any  movement  in  favor  of  State  cause  until  Texas  has  extended  her  juris- 
diction over  this  portion  of  her  territory,  or  until  the  will  of  the  State 
of  Texas  can  be  known  in  this  matter  as  guarantied  to  her  by  the  enact- 
ments referred  to  above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  S.  NEIGHBORS, 

Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

To  Colonel  J.  Munrob, 

Commanding  Ninth  Military  Division  U.  S.  A., 

Santa  Fs. 
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31st  CoKORESs,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc* 

lit  Ses9um.  67, 

MESSAGE 

OF  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE   UNITED   STATES, 

TKAlfSMlTTIiro 

J^eporif  from  the  several  Beads  of  Department  rda^ve  te  the  wtjfeet 
(f  the  Resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  of  Mof,  as  to  alleged 
revotutionary  movements  in  CMa* 

June  3,  1860» 

Ozdfired  to  lie  o»  the  tables 

June  19,  1850^ 
OiiiQfra  to  be  pixAtiBd. 

TTo  the  Senaie  of  tke  United  SUaios  : 

I  traDsmit  to  the  Selifl[le,  herewith,  reports  from  the  several  heads  of 
d*epartments,  which  contain  all  IheinferBiation  ihpossessioti  of  the  exectttiye 
rdative  to  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  ^3d  instant)  [May.] 

No  information  has  been  received  establishing  the  existence  of  anj 
KTolutionary  movement  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  among  the  inhabitants  of 
tkt  island.  The  correspondence  submitted  discloses,  however^  the  fact, 
&at  repeated  attempts  have  been  made^  under  the  direction  of  foreigners, 
enjoying  the  hospitality  of  this  leounlary,  ^  get  up  armed  expeditions  in 
tte  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  itrradint  'Cuba*  It  will  be  seen  by 
tkat  correspondence  that  thi^  government  has  been  fttithfol  in  the  discharge 
of  its  treaty  obligations  with  Spain,  and  in  the  execution  of  the  acts  of 
Congress,  which  have  ibr  their  object  .&e  msintenaflce)  in  this  regard,  o^ 
the  peace  and  honor  of  this  colmtry. 

2*  TAYLOR. 

WASHiNOToir>  June  Isty  IJteO. 


To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

^PABdMllVT  Ol"  SrAtS) 

Waehingtony  31^  Majfj,  1860. 
The  Secretary  of  State  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  23d  May,  rei|oesting  the  Presideiit  of  tht  United  States 
*^  to  ihform  the  Senate  whether  any^  and  what,  information  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  executive  department  respecting  an  alleged  revolutionary 
nuyvement  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies 
of  all  correspondence  and  orders  relative  theretOi"  has  th»  honor  to  report 
to  the  President  the  accompanying  copies  of  pi^pers,  whi^  contain  all  tiie 
information  filed  in  this  department  Delating  to  the  m^bject  of  that  rtsoki- 
tion,  and  the  armed  expeditions  which  have,  from  time  to  timei  been  set 
on  foot  in  the  United  States  for  the  invfuiion  of  Cuba«  > 

Respaetfttlly  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 
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List  of  papers  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the 

3ist  Mayy  1850. 

U.  S.  District  Attorney  of  S.  District  of  Ahtbama  to  Secretary 

of  State. 
U.  S.  District  Attorney  of-E.  Distr.  of  Louisiana  to  Secretary 

of  State. 
Secretary  of  State  to  Logan  Hunton. 

The  same       to  Don  Calderon  de  la  Barca. 

The  same       to  J.  Prescott  HalK 
Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Don  Calderon  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
J.  Prescott  Hall  to  thie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Secretary  of  State  to  Don  Calderon. 
Logan  Hunton  to  Secretary  of  State. 
W.  L.  Marshall  to  Secretary  of  State. 
Secretary  of  State  to  Distr.  Attorney  at  Mobile^ 
Robert  B.  Campbell  to  Secoetary  of*  State. 

The  same  .to  the  same. 

Secretary  of  State  to  J.  Prescott  Hall. 
Rojbert  B.  Campbell  to  Secretary  of  State. 
Secretary  of  State  to  J.  Prescott  Hall. 
J.  Prescott  Hall  to  Secretary  of  State. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

Secretary  of  St^te  to  J.  Prescott  Hall. 
J.  Prescott  Hall  to  Secretary  of  .State. 
Don  A.  Calderon  to  Secretai^  of  State. 
Thomas  Sewall,  Secretary  of  State. 

Don  A.  Calderon  to  Seoretaty  of  State. 
Secretary  of  State  to  Don  A*  Calderon*    . 

The  same  to  Logan  Hanton. 

J.  Prescott  Hall  to  Secretary  of  State.  * 
Logan  Hunton  to  Secretary  of  State. 
Don  A.  Calderon  to  Secretary  of  State. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

Mr.  Clayton  to  Logan  Hunton. 
Logan  Hunton  to  Secretary  of  State. 
Don  A.  Calderon  to  Secretary  of  State. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

J.  J.  Laborde  to  Secretary  of  State. 

The  same      to  Distr.  Attorney  of  Louisiana. 
Secretary  of  State  to  Don  Calderon. 
U.  S.  Distr.  Attorney  E.  Distr.  of  Louisiana  to  J.  J.  Laborde. 
S.  J.  Peters  to  Secretary  of  State. 

The  same  to  J.  J.  Laborde. 
Secretary  of  State  to  J.  P.  Hall. 
Mr.  Campbell  to  Secretary  of  State. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

Lo^an  Hunton  to  Mr.  Clayton 
J.  F.  Hall  to  Mr.  Clayton. 
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<<  22.  S.  J.  Douglass  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

"  25.  J.  Prescotl  Hall  to  Secretary  of  State. 

^<  26.  Secretary  of  State  to  United  States  Distr.  Attorney  of  Oa. 

«  25.  J.  Prescott  Hall  to  Secretary  of  State. 

^^  25.  The  same  to  the  same. 

"  31.  Secretary  of  State  to  Robert  B.  Campbell. 

<^  26.  T.  Doon  to  the  Spanish  Minister. 

"  26.  Mr.  Clayton  to  J.  Prescott  Hall, 

«  26.  Henry  Williams  to  Secretary  of  State, 

**  27.  Secretary  of  State  to  liOgan  Hunton. 

"  27.  The  same         to  Peter  Hamilton, 

^^  27.  Don  Calderon  to  Secretary  of  State* 

<<  29,      •  Mr.  Clark  to  Mr,  Clayton. 
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(Copy.) 

Office  of  U.  S.  Attor  ey. 

Mobile,  August  4, 1849. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  placed  in  my  bands  this  morn- 
ing by  J.  J.  Walker,  Esq.,  Collector  of  this  Port.     The  Col.  White  men- 
tioned  is,  I  am  informed,  the  man  who  went  to  Yucatan  some  months  ago 
as  a  volunteer  to  fight  the  Indians. 

He  seems  to  have  for  some  time  past  been  engaged  in  enlisting  men  for 
some  unknown  enterprise,  and  has  at  present  engaged  some  three  hundred 
to  five  hundred  men,  most  of  whom  are  now  believed  to  be  on  Round 
Island,  a  small  island  in  the  Gulf,  nearly  opposite  PascagouU,  in  Misas- 
sippi.  These  men  do  not  appear  to  be  armed  ;  but  the  Collector  has  been 
informed  that  a  sum  of  money  amounting  to  nearly  $S00,000  has  recently 
been  placed  to  the  credit  of  Col.  White  in  this  city.  Coh  White's  offers 
to  his  men  are  1)8.00  per  month  and  $1000  a*piece  to  the  survivors  at  the 
end  of  twelve  months. 

Of  how  much  importance  this  matter  may  be,  I  do  not  know,  but  the 
Government  in  m^  opinion  should  be  a])prii2ed  of  it,  and  the  proceedines 
watched.  There  is  no  cutter  on  this  station  at  present,  or  it  might  be  sd« 
vantageously  employed  in  this  service^  Would  it  not  be  prudent  to  send 
to  these  waters  a  small  vessel  from  Pensacolat  The  men  in  the  island,  I 
am  informed,  landed  there  from  three  small  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senrant, 

P.  HAMILTON, 
17.  &  AUamey. 

HoNk  JoHH  Mk  CLATtoK,  Secretary  of  State. 


(Copy.) 

Round  Island, 

Jugust  1st,  1849. 
J.  J.  WAUtERi  £sq.,  CoUectory  Mobile. 

Sir  t  Yesterday  morning  about  two  hundred  men  were  landed  on  this 
island.  I  do  not  know  how  long  they  are  to  stay,  or  where  they  are  to  go. 
I  suppose  they  will  be  of  some  trouble,  as  they  seem  to  do  just  as  thev 
pleasew  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  their  presence  here.  I  thinic 
they  are  commanded  oy  a  gentleman  named  Col.  White. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DELMAS, 
■■  Keeper  R.  L  Ught. 


(Copj^_^ 


Jew  O&lbans,  August  7,  1849. 
Hon.  JofiN  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 

StE  t  Rumors  have  been  rife  in  this  city  for  some  days  past  that  Col. 
White,  is  engaged  in  fitting  out  and  preparing  a*  military  expedition  and 
enterprise  to  be  carried  on  against  some  state  or  people  with  whom  die 
United  States  are  at  peace.  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  precise 
object  of  the  expedition,  and  yet  I  doubt  not  that  the  object  is  unholy 
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ftiid  illegal.  I  am  not  ia  poaseatioii  of  safficieat  iaformation  to  authorae 
the  arrest  of  White,  even  if  he  were  io  this  District,  yet  I  deem  it  proper 
that  you  should  be  apprized  of  the  fact  that  such  an  expedition  is  contem- 
plateil 

I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  T.  Gibbs  Morgani, 
Esq.,  on  this  subject* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^  Very  respectfully  yours,  fcc, 

LOGAN  HUNTON, 
'-'— -^  U.  S.  Attorney. 


iST  Pa8caooui«a,  Miss^, 

Auguit  5M,  1849. 
LooAK  HuNTON,  Esq. 

D£A&  Sir  :  A  movement  is  going  on  in  this  vicinity  with  which  it  ap- 
pears to  me  you  should  be  made  acquainted,  inasmuch  as  I  am  satisfied  the 
object  of  the  parties  concerned  is  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  our  obligations  to  a  country  with  which  we  are  at  peace.     Some  days 
since  a  steamer  arrived  in  this  bay  from  New  Orleans,  and  anchored  off 
Koiind  Island.     After  remaining  there  some  hours,  she  came  over  to  the 
main  land.    Several  persons  landed  from  her,  among  others  Col.  White, 
who    commanded    a   company  from    Louisiana   in    Mexico,  and   more 
recently  a  regiment  of  volunteers   in  the  service  of  Yucatan.      I  am 
credibly  informed  that  his  object  in  coming  was  to  ascertain  whether  he 
could  procure  fresh  provisions  at  this  place  for  a  considerable  number  of 
persons  under  his  command,  who  had  that  morning  been  disembarked  from 
the  steamer,  and  encamped  on  Round  Island.    Since  that  time  small  par- 
ties of  these  men  have  visited  the  main  land.    I  have  not  myself  conversed 
with  any  of  them,  but  I  understand  that  there  is  a  considerable  number  now 
there,  say  about  three  hundred  men;  that  they  are  awaiting  reinforcements 
from  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  and  in  the  mean  time  are  being  disciplined. 
About  the  time  of  their  arrival  here  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold 
was  forwarded  from  New  Orleans,  by  the  mail  steamer,  consigned  to  Col. 
White  at  Mobile.     This  latter  fact  you  may  depend  on.     You  can  if  you 
think  proper  obtain  certain  information  of  its  transmission  from  Major  J.  A. 
Beard,  and  Mr.  V.  Bienvenue,  Senior,  who  resides  in  Royal-street,  between, 
I  think,  St.  Louis  and  Toulouse.    These  people  either  do  not  know  or  af- 
fect not  to  know  their  destination.     They  tell  various  stories.     Some  of 
them  say  they  are  to  remain  here  a  month,  and  then  they  will  be  informed 
inrhere  they  are  to  go  and  what  to  do  $  others  of  them  talk  of  effecting  a  rev«- 
olation  in  Yucatan ;  others  say  they  are  to  act  in  the  Republic  of  Sierra 
Madre ;  others  that  their  object  is  Cuba.    Certain  it  is  that  the  affair  is 
calculated  to  attract  attention.     It  ma)^  prove  to  be  the  old  story  of  the 
mountain  and  the  mouse, — if  so,  you  will  only  have  to  complain  of  having 
inflicted  on  you  a  long  and  silly  letter.     On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  m, 
sufficient  importance  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Ctovemment,  in  which 
case  you  may  make  such  use  of  this  letter  as  you  may  think  proper.     I  am 
a^srare  that  we  are  beyond  the  process  issuing  from  the  courts  for  the  Dis- 
triet  of  Louisiana,  but  I  know  not  the  District  Attorney  for  Mississippi,  and 
if  I  did  know  him,  a  letter  would  not  reach  him  in  time  if  anything  is  to  be 
doaie,  while  you  can  communicate  by'  telegraph  either  with  him  or  with  the 
proper  department  at  Washington.    Perhaps  I  make  this  matter  of  more 
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importance  than  it  deserves, — ^but  of  this  I  feel  assured,  a  violation  of  our 
laws  and  of  the  obligations  we  owe  to  a  friendly  power  is  intended.  I  take 
so  great  interest  in  the  success  of  my  old  friend  Grenerai  Taylor,  that  I  can- 
not  remain  silent  when  I  see  that  a  movement  is  being  carried  on  which 
may  subject  his  administration  to  just  censure,  while  at  the  same  time  I 
perceive  from  the  papers  that  you  are  in  your  official  capacity  prosecuting 
the  representative  of  a  foreign  power  for  a  violation  of  our  laws. 

Very  respectfully,  Yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  GIBBES  MORGAN. 


{Copy.) 
[Confidentud.] 

Department  of  State. 
Was/Ungtan^  8th  August^  1849. 
Logan  Hunton,  Esquire, 
V.  S.  Atty.for  East.  Dist.  of  Louuianay 
Jfevo  Orleans. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  Department  that  an  armed 
expedition  is  about  to  be  fitted  out  at  New  Orleans,  but  I  have  as  yet  no 
means  of  learning  with  certainty  the  destination  of  this  expedition.  It  is 
believed  that  certain  persons  are,  at  this  time,  engaged  in  enlisting  and 
drilling  soldiers,  at  or  near  New  Orleans.  The  soldiers  appear  not  to  have 
been  entrusted  with  the  secret  so  far  as  to  disclose  the  place  to  which  they 
are  goin^,  though  they  say  they  are  to  receive  high  pay,  and  are  to  be 
engaged  in  active  hostilities  with  some  foreign  power.  Kumors  are  afloat 
that  their  destination  is  Yucatan,  to  engage  in  the  contest  between  the 
Yucatenos  and  the  Indians ;  and  Colonel  White,  who  was  formerly  en- 
eaged  in  a  similar  expedition  to  Yucatan,  is  pointed  out  as  one  of  the 
leaders.  Other  rumors  are,  that  their  object  is  either  Saint  Domingo  or 
San  Francisco.  I  do  not  myself,  as  yet,  credit  these  rumors,  but  fear  there 
is  reason  to  suspect  that  their  real  destination  is  Cuba.  It  is  said  that 
800  men  are  to  embark  from  Cat  Island,  or  some  other  point  near  New 
Orleans,  on  board  the  steamer  ^'  Fanny,"  between  the  20th  and  25th  of 
this  month;  that  Colonel  Biscoe,  of  New  Orleans,  is  concerned  in  the 
enterprise;  and  that  Whitney  &  Co.,  of  New  Orleans,  have  on  hand 
350,000  dollars  to  aid  in  fitting  out  the  expedition.  It  is  also  said,  tbat 
Charles  C.  Campbell,  of  New  Orleans,  (^who,  if  my  informant  be  right,  is 
in  some  way  connected  with  that  firm,)  is  to  be  one  of  the  oflicers.  1  give 
these  statements  to  you  as  t  have  received  them,  and  have  no  means  of 
knowing  their  truth. 

By  examining  our  law  of  the  20tb  April,  1818,  entitled,  ^^  An  Act  in 
addition  to  the  Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  to  repeal  the  Acts  therein  mentioned,"  ycu  will  see  that  it  is 
provided  in  the  sixth  section,  ^^  that,  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  tem- 
tory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  begin  or  set  on  foot,  or  provide  or 
prepare  the  means  for,  any  military  expedition  or  enterprise,  to  oe  carriad 
m  from  thence  against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
ftitate,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  Fat]  peace,  everv  person  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  guiltv  of  a  high 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  aiid 
imprisoned  not  more  than  three  years." 
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The  President  is  anxious  to  maintain,  with  fidelity,  the  treaties  of  the 
United  States  vrith  all  forei^  powers ;  and  he  will  not,  for  any  consider- 
ation, consent  to  disregard  our  obligations,  on  the  faithful  discharge  of 
which  depends  the  honor  as  well  as  the  peace  of  the  country.  He  is  now 
desirous  to  ascertain  through  your  instrumentality,  if  possible,  how  far  the 
above  stated  rumors,  or  any  of  them,  may  be  entitled  to  credit,  and  what 
eridence  you  can  adduce  to  justify  him  in  interfering  to  prevent  a  violation 
of  our  ]aws«  Should  you  nnd  the  statements  herein  referred  to,  as  to  the 
fitting  out  of  an  expedition  against  Cuba,  substantiated  by  credible  testi- 
nony,  he  wishes  you  to  proceed  by  every  means  in  your  power,  to  enforce 
the  laws,  and  to  prevent  the  violation  of  our  treaty  with  Spain.  At  your 
eariiest  convenience,  report  the  result  of  your  proceedings  and  investiga- 
tions to  this  department. 

Your  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  3d  of  August  was  received  here  on  the 
6th.     Accept  my  thanks  for  your  prompt  attention. 


I  am  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 


(Copy.) 
The  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  A^  Calderon  de  la  iarca. 

Drpartmekt  of  State, 
Washington^  9th  August^  1849. 
Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca, 
&c.        *  &c.  &c. 

Glenn  Cove,  Long  Island* 
My  dear  Sir  :  Business  of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  your 
government,  requires  your  immediate  presence  liere ;  and  I  hope  to  see 
you  at  Washington  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  note  as  your  conve- 
nience will  possibly  allow  you  to  repair  hither. 

.Very  respectfully,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN.  M.  CLAYTON. 

(Copy.) 

[Coofidential.l 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  lOth  August,  1849,  \ 
J.  Prescott  Hall,  Esquire, 
District  Attorney  XJ.  S.  at  JVeiD  York. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  department,  that  an  armed 
expedition  is  about  to  be  fitted  out  in  the  United  States  with  an  intention 
to  invade  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  that  certain  persons  are  at  this  time 
engaged  in  enlisting  and  drilling  soldiers  at  several  points  on  our  Atlantic 
coast^  one  of  which  is  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  employed  in  this  hostile 
enterprise,  in  violation  of  our  laws  and  our  conventional  obligations.  The 
President,  anxious  to  maintain  the  honor  and  peace  of  the  country  by  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  towards  a  friendly  nation,  directs  me  to  call 
your  attention  to  this  apprehended  infraction  bf  our  laws ;  and  to  invite 
you  to  institute  an  inquiry  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  any  act 
m  violation  of  those  laws  has  been  committed  or  is  designed,  and  the 
number  and  names  of  any  individuals  in  your  city  who  may  be  found  to  be 
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implicated  in  this  undertakings  The  Collector  of  the  Customs,  the  Mayor 
and  other  local  authorities  of  the  city,  will  doubtless  cheerfully  aid  you  ia 
investigating  this  affair.  Should  you  find  the  statement  above  referred  to, 
as  to  the  or^nization  of  an  expedition  against  Cuba^  substantiated  by 
credible  testimony,  you  will  proceed  by  every  means  m  your  power  to 
enforce  the  laws,  and  prevent  the  violation  of  our  treaty  with  Spain.  At 
your  earliest  convenience  you  w^ill  report  the  result  c^  your  proceeding 
and  investigations  to  this  departmsent 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully^  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servaBt,^ 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 
CirtularSy 
Same  MM.  to  John  W.  Ashxead,  Esq.,  U^  &  Dist.  Aity,.j  Philadelphia^ 

<*       "      to  W.  L.  Marshalju,  Esq.,  "  Baltimore. 

"       "      ta  Geoaoe  Lunt,  Esq.,  "  Boston. 

(Copy.)  llth  JhigtMy,  1849. 

BT   IttE  PBEglDEKT   OF  THE   UKITED   STATES.^ 
A   PROCI4AMATION. 

There  is  reason  ta  believe  that  an  armed  expedition  is  about  ta  befitted 
out  in  the  United  States  with  an  intention  to  mvade  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
or  some  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico.  The  best  inforniation  which  th& 
Executive  has  been  able  to  obtain,  points  ta  the  Island  of  Cuba  as  the 
object  of  this  expedition.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  observe 
the  faith  of  treaties,  and  to  prevent  any  aggression  by  our  citizens  upon  the 
territories  of  friendly  nations.  I  have^  therefore,  thought  it  necessary  and 
proper  to  issue  this  rroclamation,  to  warn  all  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  shall  connect  them^lves  with  an  enterprise  so  grossly  in  violation  of 
our  laws  and  our  treaty  obligations,  that  they  will  theteby  subject  them.- 
selves  to  the  heavy  penalties  denounced  against  them  by  our  Acts  of 
Congress,  and  will  forfeit  their  claim  to  the  protection  of  theie  country. 
No  such  persons  must  expect  the  interference  of  this  Government  in  any 
form  on  their  behalf,  no  matter  to  what  extrenuties  they  may  be  reduced 
in  consequence  of  their  conduct.  An  enterprise  to  invade  the  territories 
of  a  friendly  nation,  set  on  foot  and  pvosecuted  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  is  in  the  highest  degree  criminal,  as  tending  to  endanger 
Uie  peace  and  eompromit  the  honor  of  this  natioB ; .  and,  therefore,  I  exhort 
all  good  citizens,  as  they  regard  our  national  reputation,  as  they  respect 
their  own  laws  and  the  laws  of  nations,  as  they  value  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  the  welfare  of  their  country,  to  discountenance  and  pvevent,  by 
all  lawful  means,  any  such  enterprise ;  and  I  call  upon  every  officer  of 
this  Government,  civil  or  military,  to  use  all  efiaits  in  his  power  to  arrest 
for  trial  and  punishment,  every  such  offender  against  the  faWs  providing 
for  the  performance  of  our  sacred  obligatieAs  to  friendly  pawer& 

Given  under  my  hand,  the  eleventh  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  the  seventy-fourth 
ef  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

Z.  TAYLOR. 
By  the  President, 

J.  M.  Claytov,  Secretary  of  State. 
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Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca  to  the  Secretary  of  State* 
(Timnslation.) 

LiOATioir  OF  Spain  at  Washihgton. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Her  Catholic  Majesty,  calls  the  attention  of  the  Honorable  John  M.  Clay- 
ton, Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Sitates,  to  the  circumstance  that  an 
inyading  expedition  is  now  preparing,  not  onl^  a^t  New  Orleans,  but  at 
other  points  of  this  Union,  the  destination  of  which  is  unknown,  or  rather, 
which,  to  speak  more  plainly,  it  is  attempted  maliciously  to  conceal,  by 
snpposiDg  that  it  is  destined  for  other  places. 

From  the  advices  which  the  underaigned  has  received,  he  infers  that  this 
expedition  of  adventurers  is  destined  to  strike  a  sudden  blow  at  the  island 
rf  Cuba ;  and  these  advices  have  the  greater  color  of  probability,  and  merit 
die  greater  belief, — the  more  so,— ^nce  the  undersifi;ned  has  already  made 
known  in  his  note  of  the  2nd  instant,  relating  to  the  jail-keeper,  Garcia, 
that  there  has  existed  for  some  time  past  in  the  United  States,  a  party  which 
plans,  and  even  openly  seeks  the  means  of  disturbing  the  tranquillity  which 
that  ultra-marine  province  of  Spwi  enjays,  and  to  withdraw  it  from  its  union 
with  the  mother  country. 

The  undersigned  is  persuaded  that,  {h>m  the  mere  mention  of  the  fact, 
the  Honorable  Mr.  Clayton  will  see  its  great  seriousness  and  importance. 

The  exi&ting  treaties  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  the  law  of 
Batious,  the  actual  relations  between  the  two  countries,  every  good  princi- 
ple of  morality,  policy,  and  humanitv,  call  for  energetic  action  on  the  part 
of  the  federal  government  which  wilfput  a  stop  to  a  purpose,  the  execution 
of  ^hieh  would  bring  with  it  conse<}ttenceft  and  evils  of  great  moment  easily 
to  be  ibreseen. 

The  undersigned,  confiding  in  the  integrity  and  wisdom  of  His  Excellen- 
cy the  President  of  the  United  States  no  less  than  in  his  love  for  peace, 
expects  that  His  Excellency  will  adopt  at  once  such  prompt  and  adequate 
measures  as  he  may  think  proper  to  avert  the  evil  which  the  undersigned 
has  so  much  reason  to  fear^ 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  Hon- 
orable Mr.  Clayton  the  assurances  of  hia  most  distinguished  consideration. 
(Signed)  A.  CALDERON  DE  LA  BARCA. 

Washington,  13th  August y  1849. 
The  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States^  tfc.  Ife. 


Nbw  Yoek,  August  Ibthy  1S49. 
Hon.  Wm .  M.  Mbeedith, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Sim, — Mr.  Maxwell,  the  Collector  of  this  port,  has  shown  me  a  commu- 
nication from  you  in  relation  to  an  armament  or  expedition,  supposed  to 
be  fitting  out  here  for  a  descent  upon  Cuba,  or  some  place  upon  this  conti- 
nent adjacent  to  that  island.  We  have  no  knowledge  or  information  upon 
the  subject,  except  such  as  is  derived  from  your  letter,  the  proclamation  of 
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the  President,  and  the  newspapers  of  this  mominf; ;  and  we  are  therefore 
somewhat  embarrassed  as  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  evidence  upon  which 
we  may  act 

A  person  by  the  name  of  McCuUough,  it  is  said,  has  lately  purchased 
sixty  thousand  refuse  or  superfluous  muskets  of  the  governmeDt  of 
the  United  States,  and  it  may  be  that  there  is  an  intention  on  his  part  to 
ship  them  to  New  Orleans.  The  Collector  and  myself  will  endeavor  to 
keep  an  eye  upon  his  movements,  as  well  as  all  other  suspicious  persons ; 
but  allow  me  to  suggest  whether  you  cannot  point  our  inquiries  in  sach 
directions  as  may  lead  us  to  some  direct  evidence  of  facts  upon  which  we 
may  proceed  according  to  law,  instead  of  groping  in  the  dark,  with  surmi- 
ses and  conjectures  alone  for  our  guides  1 

^  Should  you  think  it  proper  or  expedient  to  communicate  further  upon 
this  subject,  your  instructions  were  oest  directed  to  the  Collector  himself, 
upon  whose  suggestion  I  write  this  letter. 

My  own  private  advices  from  Cuba  are,  that  the  men  of  property  and 
consideration  in  that  island  are  content  with  their  present  condition,  and 
will  countenance  no  movement  having  for  its  object  the  overthrow  of  the 
power  of  the  Spanish  Crown ;  but  upon  this  point  my  information  may  be 
unfounded. 

With  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL, 

^U,  S.  District  Attorney.    . 


(Copy.) 
The  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barc€U 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  17/A  August^  1849. 
Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State,  having  had  the  satisfaction  of  a  fall 
and  unreserved  conversation  with  His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  near  this  gov- 
ernment, has  now  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  His  Excellency's 
note  of  the  13th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  designs  of  certain  persons  in 
this  country  to  aid  and  abet  in  an  alleged  enterprise  to  disturb  the  tranquil- 
Ifty  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  wholly 
discountenances  and  condemns  the  designs  referred  to,  and  that  it  will 
earnestly,  and  in  good  faith,  do  all  that  lies  within  its  power  to  defeat  those 
designs,  will  not  be  doubted  by  the  Spanish  Minister,  or  by  the  government 
which  he  so  zealously  and  faithfully  represents.  The  President's  views 
upon  the  subject  have  been  most  frankly  and  sincerely  imparted  and  ex- 
plidned  to  Mr.  Calderon  on  various  occasions.  They  have  been  placed  in 
possession,  also,  of  the  new  Minister,  now  on  his  way  to  Madrid,  who  bas 
been  authorized  and  instructed  to  omit  no  proper  occasion  to  represent  them 
to  the  government  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Calderon  may  rest  assured  that  strict  watch  will  be  kept  over  any 
<^ovements  which  may  be  attempted  to  be  made,  within  the  United  States, 
>y  any  of  their  citizens  against  the  island  of  Cuba,  Active  and  prompt 
measures,  as  Mr.  Calderon  well  knows,  have  already  been  adopted  oy  the 
President ;  and  no  further  measures  that  may  become  expedient  or  neces- 
saiy  to  prevent  the  violation  of  our  treaty  with'  Spain,  will  be  omitted  by 
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him.  The  proclamation  of  the  Ezecutiye,  of  the  11th  instant,  is  before  the 
world,  and  the  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Cal- 
deron  an  official  copy  of  that  instrument,  to  be  submitted  to  his  govern- 
ment, as  an  earnest  and  evidence  of  this  government's  profound  respect 
for  Her  Catholic  Majesty ;  their  solemn  purpose  to  observe  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  their  sense  of  the  sacred  obligations  due  to  a  friendly  power. 
The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Mr.  Cal- 
deron  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 


New  Orleans,  August  V7ihy  1849. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  SlatCy  Washington. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  8th  instant  was  received  this  morning. 
I  beg  to  refer  to  my  previous  letters  under  date  of  7th  and  8th  instants  on 
this  subject,  which  I  trust  have  reached  you.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
information  therein  communicated,  except  that  the  movements  referred  to 
are  still  in  progress. 

I  shall  continue  to  use  everv  means  in  my  power  to  obtain  further  and 
more  definite  information,  and  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  your  depart- 
ment. I  am,  very  respectfully.  Your  obedient  servant, 

LOGAN  HUNTON. 

By  £.  A.  Bradford,  U.  S.  Attwney^  East.  Dist.  of  Louisiana. 


(Copy,) 

Baltimore,  August  20th^  1849. 
Hon.  Jobn  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  ofStatCy  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  10th  instant,  mailed  at  this  place,  did  not  reach  me 
for  several  days  after  its  date,  owing  to  my  absence  at  the  Berkeley 
Spring  Immediately  upon  receiving  it  I  came  home,  and  have  made 
such  inquiry  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  do  in  the  short  time  in  reference  to 
its  subject.  My  information  so  far  only  embraces  some  very  vague  plans 
of  persons  not  in  position  or  in  numbers  to  effect  anything  deserving  at- 
tention. The  views  of  these  persons,  I  am  led  to  believe,  too,  are  directed 
rather  to  the  northern  provinces  of  Mexico,  and  dependently  upon  some 
agitation  there,  than  toward  Cuba.  I  think  there  is  nothing  deserving 
consideration  in  this  matter,  but  I  shall  examine  into  it  as  closely  as  I  can 
ivith  every  means  I  may  be  able  to  command,  and  shall  report  the  result  of 
further  inquiry  hereafter.  I  have  through  the  Collector  here  also  learned 
of  the  contemplated  shipment  of  arms  to  Cuba,  but  upon  inquiry  have  no 
doubt  it  is  a  regular  commercial  proceeding.  The  Collector,  in  the  course 
of  investigating  this  matter,  has  ascertained  that  the  arms  are  being  pur- 
chased by  a  commission  house  here,  upon  an  order  from  a  house  in  Cuba. 
He  is  satisfied  of  the  good  faith  of  the  transaction,  as  he  assures  me.  I 
bave  supposed  this  Government  would  not  interpose  to  prevent  such  a  traf- 
fie,  even  if  informed  that  it  was  contraband  so  far  as  Cuba  is  concerned, 
and  that  in  no  other  point  of  view  was  it  objectionable.  I  have  therefore 
«w>t  reiported  wj  particulars  of  it.    Whether  upon  further  investigation  my 
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oonvictioQs  cbaoge  or  not,  I  shall  vnite  again  on  this  subjeol  as  soon  as  I 
shall  be  satisfied  with  my  conclusions. 

With  great  respect,  Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARSHAL, 

U.  S.  Attorney,  for  Maryland. 
[A(iC«.— Mr.  Manhil's  time  haring  expired,  Z.  ColUne  Lee  hes  beea  «|yointed  hie  wircciiTJ 


[Seat  Xxj  Telegreph.] 
confidkiitial. 

Department  of  8tatb, 
Washingtmy  August  23dy  1849. 
To  THE  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 
Mobiky  Alaboma. 
Sir  :  The  commander  of  the  garrison  at  the  Fort  has  been  instructed  by 
the  War  Department  to  advise  and  cooperate  with  jrou  in  regard  to  the  best 
means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  all  persons  within  your  District  engaged 
in  the  expedition  against  Cuba.    The  President's  proclamation,  and  the 
Act  o(  20th  April,  1818,  contain  all  the  instructions  which  it  is  necessary 


for  me  to  give  you. 


Respectfully,  Yours, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 


Consulate  of  the  UNrrED  States, 
Havana,  August  2^th,  1849. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington  City. 

Sir;  Rumors  are  rife  this  morning  that  Puerto  Principe,  St  Jagode 
Cuba,  Trinidad,  Cienfuegos,  and  the  regiment  called  Cantabria,  stationed 
on  the  south  side,  have  pronounced  against  the  Government.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  the  truth  of  those  reports,  but  the  Government  is  now 
making  active  preparations  and  despatching  three  regiments  of  all  arms  to 
tiiat  part  of  the  island. 

I  have  other  despatches  which  I  was  disposed  to  send,  but  there  are  res* 
sons,  which  will  be  given  hereafter,  why  I  have  not  availed  of  this  oppor* 
tunity.        ^With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  CAMPBELL. 


CONSTTLATB   OF  THE   UNrTBD   StATBS, 

Havanay  August  28M,  1849. 
Hon.  John  M  Clayton, 
Washington  City. 
Sir  :  Nothing  authentic  has  transpired  since  writing  on  yesterday,  but 
e  rery thing  wears  the  appearance  of  an  immediate  outbreak  in  the  southern 

Ert  of  the  island,  and  we  expect  nothing  short  of  a  civil  war,  which  per- 
ps  has  already  had  its  commencement.     It  is  reported  and  believed,  that 
at  Puerto  Principe,  where  the  regiment  called  Cantabiia  is  stationed,  a 
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subordinate  officer  called  out  ^^  Viva  la  Republica !"  ^^  Viva  el  General  Lo- 
pez !"  upon  which  the  colonel  (Delgado)  rushed  at  the  officer  with  his 
drawn  sword,  but  on  his  adrance  was  shot  down  by  the  corporal.  Many 
troops  have  left  this  city  by  railroad,  steamers,  and  two  vessels  of  war,  ro 
be  followed  this  day  by  a  steamer  and  two  armed  schooners.  The  expedi- 
tion is  under  the  command  of  Gkneral  Castro,  the  second  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  probably  manj  more  will  go  in  a  few  days,  and  leave  the  forts 
to  be  garrisoned  b^  the  militia,  four  thousand  of  whom  it  is  understood  will 
be  placed  in  service  on  Monday  next.  The  officials  of  the  Government 
are  represented  to  have  held  several  meetings,  at  which  various  proposi- 
tions, it  is  believed,  were  made^  such  a^  the  immediate  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of  all  prominent  and  suspected  Creoles — voted  down  ;  a  forced  loan 
to  meet  anv  events  that  may  arise ;  arming  the  slaves  in  certain  contin- 
gencies :  these  propositions  were  deemed  more  dangerous  tiian  the  first, 
and  also  rejected.    Nothing  has  been  determined  upon  except  to  use  all 

existing  resources. 

•  ••••••••^ 

Many  of  the  most  wealthy  of  them  (the  Creoles),  owitig  to  their  want  of 
confidence  in  General  Lopez  and  his  followers,  will  take  a  decided  part  in 
favor  of  the  Grovemment.  '^  _".^"        ^*i^. 

So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  there  is  not  an  American  in  or  near 
Havana,  who  is  in  any  manner  compromised  in  the  expected  revolution. 
Notwithstanding  this  prudent  neutrality,  the  past  two  days  have  shown 
that  the  Spaniards,  who  believe  an  expedition,  consisting  mainlv  of 
Americans,  has  sailed  or  is  about  to  sail  from  the  United  States,  exhibit 
great  bitterness  of  feeling  against  all  Americans,  as  is  evidenced  by  words 
mad  acts.  In  this  state  of  things,  I  feel  it  a  duty  (if  you  are  advised  that 
«m  expedition  has  sailed)  to  uree  upon  the  Gh)vemment  the  immediate 
sending  of  9«ch  a  naval  force  to  tais  port  as  will  insure  protection  to  our 
comtrymen  and  a  place  of  refuge  if  necessary. 

The  English  Consul  not  deeming  Englishmen  safe  has  written  this 
■MMning  to  the  British  Admiral  commanding  the  American  station  for  a 
strong  squadron  to  be  forthwith  sent  to  Havana. 

Commodore  Parker,  with  the  Raritan  and  Saratoga^  was  off  the  {)ort  on 
Saturday  last,  but  as  nothing  had  then  transpired  which  would  Justify  me 
m  requeuing  the  exposure  of  his  command  to  the  diseases  of  this  climate, 
I  did  not  suraest  the  proprietv  of  his  remaining  or  of  leaving  the  Saratoga, 
more  paTticuIariy  as  we  had  that  day  received  the  pi;oclamation  of  the  Pre- 
sident,  and  inferred  that  no  armed  expedition  would  be  enabled  to  leave 
our  shores. 

The  schooner  "  Chase,''  by  which  I  yesterday  wrote  you  a  few  lines. 
iNTas  chartered  in  Charleston  on  the  18th  inst.,  by  the  Spanish  Consul,  and 
received  nx  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  bring  despatches  to  the  Captain 
OeneraL  She  was  here  under  the  control  of  the  Gk)vemment  as  charterer. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  you  fully  advised  of  passing  events,  although 
^bis  Government  uses  all  its  means  to  suppress  unpleasant  intelligence,  and 
no  man  on  the  island  dares  write  by  mail  of  events  passing  south  of  us. 

Enclosed  herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  mm  me  to  Cap- 
tain Randolph,  U.  S.  Navy,  at  Pensacola. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir, 

with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.^  Ci^5m^^ 
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(Telegraphic) 


Confidential. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 
Washingtony  6  SqU.  1849. 
J.  Prescott  Hall,  Esq*, 

it:  S.  DUt.  AUomey—Jfew  York. 
Sir— 

Your  attention  is  again  called  to  your  instructions  respecting  the  ex- 
pedition against  Cuba.  Arrest  any  vessel  engaged  in  it  We  learn  here 
that  they  are  about  to  sail. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  M.  CLAYTON. 


(Telegraphic.) 
Confidential. 

J.  Prescott  Hall,  Esq. 
IT.  S.  District  Attorney — Jfew  York. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  %th  Sept.y  1843. 
Dr.  Sir—. 

In  answer  to  yours,  just  received,  I  have  to  say— arrest  any  man  be- 
longing to  the  Cuba  expedition,  against  whom  you  have  what  you  deem 
to  be  sufficient  or  reasonable  evidence. 

J.  M.  CLAYTON. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States,. 
Havana,  September  Ithy  1849. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton^ 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington  City. 
Sir, — ^The  reports  of  prouunciamentoS)  &c.,  current  in  this  eity,  whicb 
were  mentioned  in  my  communication  of  the  28th  of  August  last,  are  now 
found  to  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and  i^any  of  them  utterly  un- 
founded.  There  have  been  no  prohunciamentos.  Those  reports  in  rela^ 
tion  to  the  occurrences  of  the  regiment  of  Cantabria,  I  had  no  doubt  when 
I  wrote  that  they  were  true,  as  some  of  the  friends  of  Colonel  Delgado  in 
this  city  were  in  great  distress  at  his  supposed  death.  The  last  information 
received  shows  that  the  disturbances  in  the  regiment  have  been  greatly 
overrated. 

The  government  here  is  still  active  in  sending  troops  to  the  interior,  and 
south  of  the  island. 

Should  no  armed  expedition  sail  froia  the  United  States,  to  make  a  de-> 
scent  on  this  island,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  see  the  officers  and  seamen  of 
our  navy  exposed  at  present  to  the  diseases  of  Havana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  CAMPBELL* 
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(Copy.) 
[Telegraphic] 


(CoofideatSal.) 
J.  Pbescott  Hall,  Esquirei 

U.  S.  District  Attorney ^  JV'ew  York. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 
Washington,  7th  September^  1849. 
Sir,— Act  according  to  your  own  discretion  in  the  case  of  *  *  *  ;  and 
thiB  vessels  also.  Br^  up  the  enterprise — that  is  the  great  object.  If  the 
^OTernment  had  no  other  motive,  it  is  all-important  to  save  the  lives  of  the 
Ignorant  dupes  of  the  project.  Tneir  fate  in  Cuba  would  be  most  disas- 
trous. No  vindictive  proceedings  are  dearable,  in  my  judgment,  after  the 
ciiterprise  is  broken  up.  .  *     * .  * 

«  Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  M.  CLAYTON. 


Southern  District  of  New  York. 

U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 
September  8/A,  1849. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  directing  me  to  ^^  arrest  an v  vessel  en- 
red  in  the  expedition  against  Cuba,"  I  caused  the  Sea  Oull  and  New 
Means  to  be  detained  by  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  under  which 
power  they  are  now  held. 

I  could  not  discover  any  authority  in  the  act  of  1818  which  could  speedily 
effectuate  the  objects  you  bad  in  view,  except  the  8th  section  ;  and  I  hope 
that  the  power  therein  conferred  upon  the  President,  to  eAiploy  the  ^^  land 
or  naval  forces"  in  such  an  emeig^ncy,  will  be  found  clear  to  justify  our 
acts. 

Under  this  conviction,  I  called  upon  Capt  McKeever,  commandant  of  the 
Navy  Yard  at  Brooklyn,  for  a  force  adequate  to  make  seizures ;  and  he 
thereupon  detailed  four  ofBcers  and  fifty  men  for  the  particular  service  in 
view.  With  this  force  the  Marshal  of  .the  district,  by  my  order,  proceeded 
to  the  quarantine  grounds  in  a  steamer,  took  possession  of  the  Sea  Gull,  (a 
vessel  of  considerable  size,  having  a  propeller  as  auxiliary  to  her  sails,) 
brought  her  up  to  the  Navy  Yard,  and  placed  her  under  the  guns  of  the 
North  Carolina,  where  she  now  lies.     He  then,  by  a  like  order  from  me, 

Iilaced  an  officer  with  a  small  body  of  marines  on  board  the  New  Orleans,  (a 
arge  sea-going  steamer,  lying  at  Corlears  hook,)  to  detain  her  in  the  har- 
bor until  further  orders. 

I  did  not  take  possession  of  the  Florida,  as  she  was  in  no  respect  ready 
for  sea;  and  because  I  thought  the  seizures  already  made  would,  be  suffi- 
cient to  accomplish  all  your  purposes. 

Since  these  arrests  have  been  made,  I  have  been  called  upon  by  the 
owners  and  agents  of  the  Sea  Gull  and  New  Orleans,  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  and  they  have  very  frankly  admitted  all  the  facts  necessary  to  jus^ 
tify  our  proceedings. 

With  regard  to  the  Sea  Gull,  she  is  to  discharge  her  cargo  (which  con- 
sists entirely  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,)  under  the  supervision  of  a 
proper  authority,  and  her  owner  will  give  bond  not  to  violate  any  law  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  our  neutrality.    Upon  these  terms,  and 
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upon  a  solemn  assurance  that  the  ezpdition  is  effectaally  broken  up  and 
abandoned,  I  shall  restore  this  vessel  to  Mr.  Cole. 

With  refi^ard  to  the  New  Orleans,  she  was  under  a  charter  party,  &ir 
enough  on  its  face,  but  secretly  she  was  intended  for  the  use  of  the  expedi* 
tion  ;  and  of  this  there  is  ample  proof. 

The  seisnires,  however,  have  broken  up  their  planS)  and  the  charter  party 
has  been  abandoned  on  all  sides. 

The  owners  will  stipulate,  in  any  form  I  may  require,  that  she  shall  not 
violate  any  act  of  Congress ;  and  put  her  into  the  legitimate  business  for 
which  she  was  constructed. 

I  shall,  however,  leave  a  marine  oflker  on  board  of  eadi  vessel  until  tlie 
expedition  is  fairly  and  fully  dispersed. 

With  regard  to  *****  I  shall  leave  him  for  the  present  as  ha 
now  is,  under  bail  to  appear  when  called  for ;  having  the  assurancea  and 
pledges  of  his  friends  that  all  persons  engaged  in  the  expedition  will  leave 
the  city  without  delay. 

I  hope  these  conclusions  will  meet  your  approbation ;  but  if  not,  you 
have  merely  to  give  me  additional  instructions,  which  will  be  implicitly 
followed. 

In  this  matter  I  have  to  say,  that  to  Col.  Crane  and  Capt.  McKeever  I 
am  indebted  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  met  my  requisitions, 
while  the  Marshal  in  person,  without  hesitation,  executed  all  my  instruc- 
tions with  entire  propriety. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  go  minutely  into  details,  becauae  1 
suppose  that  you  have  received  them  all  from  ••••••  who  has  a 

clear  knowledge  of  all  the  facts. 

Such  expenses  as  have  been  incurred  will  be  defrayed  by  the  Marshal, 
and  charged  in  his  accounts. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL, 


Hon.  JoHif  M.  Clattoit, 
Seeretary  of  Siate^ 

Washington. 


U.  S.  Mtometf. 


SotrrHEfttr  Bisraior  of  Nbw  York. 

y*  S.  AtToa^EY^s  Office^ 
St^tmbef  16M,  1849. 
^  Six  :  In  relation  to  the  part  to  be  taken  jti  the  contemplated  Cuba  expe- 
dition,  by  the  Sea  Oull  and  New  Orleansi  t  suppose  the  facts  to  be  these  i 
that  the  Sea  Oull  was  to  transport  the  arms  and  the  New  Orleans  the  men, 
to  some  point  of  union  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba^  or  some  of  the  numerous 
keys  on  the  north  side  oi  that  island. 

in  point  of /orm,  the  New  Orleans  was  chartered  by  Wood,  her  part 
owner,  to  C.  L.  Cole,  for  a  voyage  from  the  port  of  "  New  York,  to  Cha- 
gres  or  to  any  port  or  ports  in  the  Oulf  of  Mexico,  or  to  the  Carribean 
Sea  ;*'  the  voyage  not  to  exceed  thirty  days. 

But  in  terms,  she  was  not  to  violate  any  law  or  treaty  of  the  United 
States,  or  enter  the  waters  or  ports  of  the  island  of  Cuba. 
Bafore  the  voyage  was  finally  abaftdoned^  Cs>le  assigned  his  efaarter  party 
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;o  R.  A.  Paridiy  Jmur.,  of  Phfladelphia,  and  he  filed  n  libel  yesterday  against 
the  New  Orleans  for  a  breach  of  the  contract,  and  seeks  to  recover  back 
the  money  advanced. 

If  a  trial  is  had,  direct  proof  may  probably  be  obtained  as  to  the  expedi- 
tion and  the  parties  engaged  in  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL, 
U.  S.  Attorney. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clattoh, 

Secretary  of  State,  4^.  4^.  4^. 

P.  S. — The  assignment  by  Cole  to  Parish  is  witsetsed  by , 

and  T.  L.  Pickett 


DEPAATMnrT  OF  Stats, 
Washington,  IfHh  Septemberj  1849. 
J.  Prescott  Hali^  Esquire, 

CT.  S.  District  Attorney  for  the  Semthem  District  of  New  Yorx: 
Sib  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  u 
is  due  to  you  to  say,  that  the  President  highly  approves  of  the  prompt,  en- 
ergetic, and  judicious  manner  in  which  you  have  executed  all  the  instructions 
of  this  Department,  touching  the  late  attempt  on  tfa&part  of  some  of  our  mis- 

Sided  citizens,  who  were  concerned  in  a  mischievous  and  illegal  project 
'  the  invasion  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  To  this  expression  from  the  Presi- 
dent, I  have  great  pleasure  in  adding  this  Department's  unqualified  appro- 
bation of  your  official  conduct. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  ^reraect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 


{Copy.)  Soutbum  District  of  New  York, 

U.  8.  Dist.  Attomey^s  Office^  September  26,  1849. 

Hour.  John  M.  Clavtoit, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 
Sir  :  The  ^^  Sea  Gull"  has  landed  and  discbarffed  all  her  cargo  (except 
jffovisions  and  stores,)  a  memorandum  of  which  I  annex  hereto.  The 
▼essel  is  repairing  her  engine,  and  is  to  be  a  packet  between  Virginia  and 
Philadelphia.  It  will  be  perceived  by  her  cargo,  what  her  destination 
was. 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL, 
U.  S.  Jitty. 


• 
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DISCHARGED  CARGO  OF  STEAMER  «S£A  GULL." 
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"  10 

«  18 

*«  12 

Dan  A.  CdUkron^io  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(EitmetB.) 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington. 

Don  A.  Calderoti  de  la  Barca  has  the  honor  to  siUute  the  Honorable 
John  M.  Clayton,  and  to  enclose  to  him^  copies  *  * 

#  #  #  • 

Secondly :  of  an  official  letter  (also  translated)  which  he  has  just  received 
from  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  Consul  at  Philadelphia,  apprising  him  of  the 
expected  arrival  of  the  steamer  "  Sea  Gull,"  to  join  those  who  are  getting 
up  the  secret  expedition  of  which  we  are  cognizant. 

Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca  avails  himself  of  this  occasion,  to  reiterate 
to  the  Hon.  John  M«  Clayton  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

Washington,  4th  September,  1849. 


Mr.  Chacon  to  Don  Calderon  de  la  Barca. 

(TniulatioiL) 

Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  just  now  that  an  enlistment  is  ^oing  on  in 
this  city  and  its  vicinity,  for  a  secret  expedition,  in  concert  with  persona 
in  New  York  and  Baltimore.    Moreover,  that  the  steamer  '^  Sea  Ooll ''  is 
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erery  hoar  expected  here  from  Connecttcut.  This  steatner  ie  destined, 
they  say,  to  transport  the  men  enlisted  here,  and  others  who  are  to  come 
from  Baltimore.  I  transmit  this  communication  to  your  Excellency,  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  you  gave  to  me  in  your  official  letter  about  these 
enlistments. 

I  renew,  kc.  &c. Philadelphia,  8^  September,  1849. 

(Signed)  GORGE  DE  CHACON. 

To  His  Excellency 
Chev.  Caldebon  db  la  Babca,  &c.  &c.  kc* 


Mr.  SewaU  to  Mr.  Clayton. 
(Sxtnwt) 

(No.  1.)  Saiytiago  DE  Cuba,  October  25M,  1849. 

•  •  •  ♦ 

Although  it  may  not  be  strictly  within  my  prescribed  sphere  of  duty, 
allow  me  to  say,  that  the  expected  invasion  of  Cuba  has  made  a  profouna 
impression  here,  and  that  the  authorities  and  people  are  loud  in  their 

Sateful  applause  of  the  government  at  Washington  for  arresting  it ;  and 
ough  there  is  much  less  revolutionary  feeling  here  than  in  other  sections 
of  the  island,  and  if  not  an  attachment,  at  least  an  almost  universal  subor- 
dination to  the  existing  government,  yet  they  give  evidence  of  serious 
apprehension  in  regard  to  its  security  or  ability  to  resist  a  well-oi^anized 
expedition. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

THOMAS  SEWALL. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State. 


Don  A»  Calderon  de  la  Barcoy  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[TnasktioD.} 

Various  newspapers  in  New  York,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
even  the  Republic^  of  this  capital,  of  the  10th  of  last  December,  published 
a  kind  of  manifesto  or  card,  in  which  a  small  number  of  individuals  with- 
out responsibility  or  mission,  giving  themselves  out  as  Cubans,  gave  notice 
to  the  public  that  they  had  constituted  themselves  as  a  Junta^  and  taken 
up  their  residence  in  Washington,  to  promote  the  political  interests  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba.  In  order  doubtless  to  conceal  tneir  designs,  they  added 
that  it  wae  not  their  intention  to  infringe  by  this  announcement  on  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  nor  to  contemplate  hereafter  any  action  which  they 
would  not  stand  prepared  to  justify  before  all  tribunals,  human  and  divine. 

So  extravagant  and  improper  a  manifesto,  after  the  firm  and  honorable 
declaration  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  Republic,  that  he  will  oppose 
every  combination  hostile  to  a  friendly  and  allied  nation,  in  compliance 
with  the  existing  treaties,  naturally  called  the  attention  of  the  unders^ed 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty, 
as  it  attracted  that  of  the  public. 

Having  already  spoken  repeatedly  on  this  subject  to  the  Honorable 
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Secretary  of  State,  John  M.  Clayton,  and  having  received  veibal  assarances 
that  His  Excellency  the  President  disapproved  anid  discountenanced  any 
project  havine  for  its  object  the  formation  of  a  new  expedition  against  the 
dominions  of  Her  Majesty,  the  undersigned  transmitted  these  assurances  to 
his  Oovernment,  accompanied  by  the  expression  of  his  deeply-rooted  con- 
yiction  of  their  sincerity. 

The  same  unchangeable  conyiction  the  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in 
cherishing.  The  same  assurances  he  repeatedly  sends  to  his  Government. 
But  he  would  fall  into  a  culpable  dereliction  of  his  duty,  were  he  to  delaj 
informing  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  certain  acts  of  this  Junta, 
calculated  to  create  and  propagate  the  false  and  pernicious  notion  that  its 
existence  is  approved,  because  permitted. 

Making  use  of  secret  means,  they  are  introducing  into  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  and  intend  continuing  to  do  so,  incendiary  proclamations,  inciting 
them  to  a  revolt.  They  have  issued  bonds  payable  on  the  rents  of  the 
island,  to  raise  sums  with  which  to  recruit  men.  They  exercise  themselves 
in  the  use  of  arms.  They  hold  juntas  and  clubs  in  New  York,  New  Orleans, 
and  other  places.  They  are  encouraged  and  assisted  by  people  of  the 
country,  and  they  form  plans  for  maxing  use  of  the  steamers  going  to 
Chagres,  to  which  such  friendly  hospitality  is  shewn  in  Havana,  to  reunite 
adventurers  in  various  points.  Such  are  at  least  the  simultaneous  advices 
which  the  undersigned  has  received  from  various  persons  of  good  inten- 
tions and  deserving  of  credit 

These  advices  be  has  transmitted  to  his  Government,  and  to  the  Captain- 
General  of  Cuba.  That  functionary,  in  union  with  the  loyal  subjects  of 
Her  Majesty,  who  there  compose  the  immense  majority,  are  prepared  to 
punish  all  those  who  shall  venture  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  which  the 
island  happily  enjoys ;  yet  the  undersigned  does  not  think  it  superfluous 
to  inform  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  whole,  that  he  may  make 
it  known  to  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic 

The  evils  which  these  intrigues  may  occasion,  are  evident.  The  in- 
cautious and  ignorant  are  led  astray,  and  plundered  under  false  pretences. 
The  authorities  of  the  island  are  forced  to  exercise  a  stricter  vigilance,  and 
the  Government  of  Her  Majesty  to  eo  to  greater  expense  in  their  own 
defence.  Distrust  will  replace  friendly  hospitality,  and,  little  by  little, 
deplorable  anti{)athies  will  be  engendered  and  will  take  root,  which  might 
be  easily  stifled  in  their  birth  by  the  voice  of  a  respected  and  acknowledged 
authoriU*,  warning  those  who  are  misled  to  leave  that  dangerous  path, 
where,  for  their  own  interested  ends,  obscure  and  vulgar  or  ambitious  and 
immoral  speculators  are  endeavoring  to  lead  them. 

The  undersigned  tenders  to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Clayton,  assurances  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  A.  CALDERON  DE  LA  BARCA. 

Washington,  I9th  January,  1850. 


The  Secretary  of  Stale  to  Don  A.  Calderon  it  la  Barca. 
(Copy.) 

DEPAaTMENT  OF   StATB, 

Washington,  22  January,  1850. 
Don  a.  CALnnaoN  ni  la  Babca,  &c.,  dec,  &c. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  United  States,  acknow- 
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edges  the  receipt  of  Mr.  CaMeroii's  note  of  the  19th  inst,  calling  his 
attentiton  to  renewed  designs  upon  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  desiring  the  in- 
tervention of  the  American  government  to  frustrate  and  to  suppress  them. 
Mr.  Calderon's  note  has  been  laid  b^re  the  President,  by  whose  direction 
the  undersigoed  imiiiediately  addressed  instructions  to  the  United  States 
District  Attorneys  for  New  York,  New  Orleans  and  Washington^  a  cq»y  of 
which,  for  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Calderon,  and  of  his  government,  the 
undersigned  has  now  the  honor  to  communicate. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Calderon 
the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 


Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Hunton. 

(Copy)  ^ 

Dbpaktment  op  State, 
Washihotoh,  January  22,  1850. 
Logan  Hunton,  Esq., 

U.  S.  DUt.  AUy.  for  the  Eastern 

District  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans. 

Sia :  The  minister  of  Spain  residing  in  this  City  under  date  of  the  19th 
iiist.,  has  again  invoked  the  attention  of  the  Executive  to  probable  designs 
against  the  Island  of  Cuba,  chenshed  by  persons  in  the  United  States,  of 
whom,  and  of  whose  schemes,  he  has  received  intelligence  through 
channek  which  he  conceives  to  be  worthy  of  credit.  Besides  the  organi* 
zation  of  juntas,  and  their  secret  introduction  into  Cuba  of  papers  inciting 
the  inhabitants  to  revolt,  they  are  said  to  have  issued  bonds  payable  on  the 
rents  of  the  Island,  in  order  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting 
men ;  and  that  bodies  of  men  are  actually  exercising  themselves  in  the  use 
of  arms,  holding;  meetings  and  clubs,  in  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and 
other  places,  and  that  the  same  are  also  forming  plans  for  making  use  of 
the  steamers  which  touch  at  Havana  on  their  way  to  Chagres. 

In  view  of  these  reports  of  renewed  attempts  against  Cuba,  I  am  directed 
by  the  President  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  subject,  and  to  in- 
struct you  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  upon  ail  movements  oi  the  kind  indi- 
cated, with  a  view  to  detect  and  to  bring  to  punishment,  the  individuab 
and  combinations  of  individuals  who  may  be  found  concerned  in  any  overt 
act,  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  April,  1818,  intended  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  Cuba. 

The  President,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  exercise  all  the  powers  with  which 
he  is  invested,  to  prevent  aggressions  by  our  own  people  upon  the  territo* 
ries  of  friendly  nations,  and  he  expects  you  to  use  every  effort  to  detect, 
and  to  arrest,  for  trial  and  punishment,  all  offenders  engaged  in  any  armed 
expedition,  prohibited  by  our  laws. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

Circulars  sent,  same,  mut^Uis  mutandis,  to  J.  Prescott  Hall,  Esq.,  U.  S. 
Diet  Attorney,  Southern  District  of  New  York ;  to  Philip  R.  Fendall» 
Esq.,  U.  S.  Dist.  Atty.,  Washington,  D.  C,  each  enclosing  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Cakkron's  note. 
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Mr.  HaU  to  Mr.  Clajftan. 
(Copy.) 
Southern  Dibtrict  of  New  York, 
U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 
January  24th,  1850. 
Sir  :  The  iostmctions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  twenty-second  instant,  wilt  be  implicitly  and  faithfully 
obeyed. 

Very  respectAilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL, 

V.  S.  Attorney. 
Hon.  JoHif  M.  Clayton, 
Secretary  of  State, 
Washingtoi^. 

Mr.  Hunton  to  Mr.  Clayton. 
(Copy.) 
Office  of  U.  S.  Atty.,  E.  Dist.  La. 
New  Orleans,  81st  January,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ithe  receipt  of  yours  of  the  31st 
inst.,  calling  my  attention  to  the  representations  made  by  the  Minister  of 
Spain  to  the  Executive,  of  probable  designs  against  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
cherished  by  persons  in  the  United  States :  and  instructing  me  to  keep  a 
viffilant  watch  upon  all  movements  of  the  kind  indicated. 

I  will  not  fail  to  observe  your  instructions,  and  if  the  laws  should  be 
violated  in  this  District,  I  will  advise  you  of  it,  and  will  take  such  proceed- 
ings as  the  occasion  may  require. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LOGAN  HUNTON, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Washington. 

Don  A  Calderon  de  la  Barca  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Tnnslatioii.] 

The  Consul  ad  interim  of  Spain  in  New  Orleans,  Don  Juan  Ygnacio 
Laborde,  has  related  in  succession  to  the  undersigned  various  facts,  of 
some  of  which  the  undersigned  thinks  it  his  dutr  to  give  information  to 
the  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  direct  his  attention  to  them.     The  following  is  one  : 

The  said  Consul  having  received  information .  which  in  his  opinion  wis 
worthy  of  credit,  that  the  American  schooner  Heroine^  Captain  Hussey, 
despatched  to  Chagres  with  a  cargo  of  only  ten  kegs  of  butter,  and  ten 
barrels  of  whiskey,  carried  on  board,  arms,  ammunition  of  war,  and  light 
artillery,  destined  for  an  expedition  wainst  the  Island  of  Cuba ;  wiole 
simultaneously,  but  separately,  to  the  Collector  of  the  Custom  House,  and 
the  District  Attomev,  with  the  date  of  the  25th  of  last  March,  making 
known  the  fact  to  them,  and  urging  them  to  prevent  the  exportation  w 
«he  said  articles.  Digitized  by  Google 


Acoordiiig  to  the  account  of  the  Consul  a  tardy  and  informal  examination 
of  the  schooner  was  made,  by  order  of  the  Collector,  which  resulted  in  the 
declaration  of  those  chai||ed  with  the  duty,  that  it  contained  nothing,  and 
as  yet  he  has  received  no  answer  from  the  District  Attorney,  of  whose 
cold  reception  he  also  complains. 

Two  or  three  hours  after  its  rapid  search,  the  schooner  set  sail. 

Shortly  after,  a  claim  was  made  upon  the  C<nisu1,  before  the  tribunals, 
for  a  laive  sum  of  money,  in  compensation  for  the  injury  supposed  to  have 
been  su&red  by  the  proprietors  of  the  schooner,  in  consequence  of  its  de- 
tention. The  Consul  has  been  obliged  to  employ  an  advocate,  to  whom 
he  must  pay  considera.ble  fees. 

The  Consul  did  no  more  than  what  he  considered  and  what  was  his 
duty,  in  obedienee  to  the  orders  he  had  received,  to  watch  attentively 
over  all  those  who  for  some  time  past  have  been  enlisting  and  embarking, 
as  they  loudly  and  openly  proclaim,  for  an  expedition  agamst  the  Island  of 
Cuba.  This  mode  of  paralyzing  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  functions, 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  disapproved  of  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State, 
would  place  that  officer  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  were  it  sanctioned,  in  an 
unusual  situation,  and  one  worse  than  null. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  thinks  it  sufficient  to  make  known  the  fact, 
in  order  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  by  making  it  known  to  His 
Excellency  the  President,  should  obtain  from  His  Excellency  an  order  to 
have  such  instructions  despatched  as  in  his  judgment  he  deems  expedient, 
in  order  that  the  trammels,  attempted  to  be  put  in  the  way  of  the  Consul, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  may  be  removed ;  and  also  that  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  may  be  a^in  recommended  to  continue  the  prosecution  of 
those  who  in  violation  ot  existing  treaties  and  laws,  conspire  against  the 
peace  and  security  of  a  friendly  nation. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Honorable 
John  M.  Clayton  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  CALDERON  DE  LA  BARCA. 

Washington,  7  3fay,  1860. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Tnuulition.] 

The  Consul  ad  interim  of  Spain  in  New  Orleans  has  informed  the  un- 
dersigned, that  for  some  time  past,  there  have  been  publicly  enlisted  in 
that  city,  and  its  vicinity,  and  there  have  come  from  the  western  states, 
many  volunteers  whose  direction  is  to  Chagres,  and  who  are  successively 
taken  there  in  numbers  of  from  200  to  400  men ;  proclaiming  their  inten- 
tion of  organizing  in  that  part  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  an  expedition 
for  invading  Cuba,  under  the  command  of  Narciso  Lopez.  This  leader  is 
assisted  in  all  such  illegal  intrigues  and  enlistments  by  one  Ambrosio  Gh)n- 
sales,  by  Cirilo  Villaverde,  Jos^  Sanchez  Ysua^a,  a^d  Manuel  Macia ; 
that  is  to  say,  by  the  same  persons  who  had  formed  in  this  capital  a  revolu- 
tionary junta  against  the  island  of  Cuba.     Some  of  these  are  not  Cubans, 
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and  aone  are  American  citizens.  Abasing  the  hospitality  which  they 
receive  in  tiie  Republic,  they  are  seducing  many  incautious  persona  under 
false  pretences  and  fallacious  promises,  and  collecting  together  people  of 
the  worst  character,  to  inspire  uneasiness  and  to  produce  commotions  ia 
that  province  of  Spain. 

On  thie  various  occasions  in  which  the  undersigned  has  spoken  of  these 
machinations  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  ne  has  received  firom  him 
assurances  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  not  consent  to 
their  going  out  from  their  territory,  nor  to  their  organizing  hostile  expedi- 
tions there,  in  violation  of  the  treaties  and  laws  of  the  country.  Witb 
equal  pleasure  and  confidence,  the  undersigned  has  transmitted  these  as- 
surances to  his  government,  and  they  have  repeatedly  expressed  to  the 
undersigned  the  satisfaction  which  these  assurances  have  caused  thon^  and 
their  implicit  reliance  upof^  them. 

In  thi9  firm  persuasion,  tiie  undersigned,  abstaining  firom  again  troubling 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  with  the  repetition  of  many  details  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  the  Consul,  passes  on  to  make  known  to  him  the  last 
communication  which  he  has  received  firom  that  functionary,  dated  the 
26th  of  April  last. 

In  it  he  says,  that  on  the  2d  of  that  month  two  vessels  set  out  for 
Chagres  without  clearance,  and  carried  400  and  odd  men,  havinjg  first  taken 
in  at  a  plantation  down  the  river  called  Trem6,  arms  and  ammumtion  of  war. 

On  the  23d,  the  frigate  J.  W.  Dyer  set  sail  for  the  same  destination,  car* 
rying  the  remainder  of  the  men,  who  have  been  quartered  near  New 
Orleans,  at  a  point  called  Bouligne,  and  who  could  not  find  room  in  the 
vessel  where  tneir  associates  preceded  them.  These  made  a  public  boast 
of  their  project,  and  insulted  the  Spai)iiards,  proclaiming  in  their  presence 
that  they  were  going  to  overthrow  their  tyranny  in  Cuba. 

Another  vessel  is  freighted  by  Mr.  Breedlove,  formerly  collector  of  the 
Custom  bouse  there,  in  1836  and  1837,  to  take  out  more  of  these  men. 

According  to  the  same  Consul,  there  are  moreover  in  New  Orleans, 
fifteen  hundred  men  enlisted  and  ready  to  be  taken  also  to  Chagres,  in  four 
vessels  which  are  preparing  for  that  purpose.  And  this  it  is  affirmed  by 
the  Consul,  is  so  notorious,  and  is  executed  so  entirely  without  conceal- 
ment, and  so  publicly,  that  it  is  known  to  every  one,  and  consequentiy, 
neither  the  collector  of  the  custom-house,  nor  the  District  Attorney,  can 
be  in  ignorance  of  it. 

In  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining  satisfactorily  the  correctness  of  this 
information,  the  undersigned,  in  compliance  with  his  duty,  has  recourse  to 
the  honorable  John  M.  Clayton,  requesting  him  to  give  orders  that  these 
two  functionaries  shall  be  written  to,  not  only  in  order  that  they  may 
inquire  into  the  truth  of  such  serious  occurrences,  but  also  that  they  may 
come  to  a  cordial  understanding  with  Her  Majesty's  Consul,  and  especially 
that  they  may  oppose  efficacious  obstacles  to  this  hostile  movement,  whose 
deplorable  consequences  the  undersigned  has  already  pointed  out  on  other 
occasions,  and  which  he  firmly  believes,  no  one  is  more  anxious  to  avoid 
than  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  Republic. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  CALDEROlf  DE  LA  BARCA. 
Washington,  8  May,  1850. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
^.     Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

'    Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


U  [57] 

Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Hunton. — Extract. 

Dbpartment  of  State, 

Washington,  lith  May.  1850. 

•  ♦  •  •  ♦         •  • 

^^  I  transmit,  also,  a  copy  of  another  note  of  the  8th  instant,  from  the 
same  [Spanish  minister],  on  the  subject  of  recent  plans  openly  known  and 
proclaimed,  as  it  is  said,  havin((  for  their  object  the  invasion  of  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  again  to  direct  your  attention 
to  the  instructions  which  have  been  heretofore  given  you  respecting  such 
onlawfol  attempts  within  our  jurisdiction. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON.'^ 


Mr.  Bunton  to  Mr,  Clayton, — Copy. 

Office  U.  S.  Atty.  E.  Dist,  La. 
Jfew  Orleansj  May  14thj  1850. 
Sir  :  Since  mv  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  21st  January  last,  in  relation  to  the  supposed  designs  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Island  of  Cuba,  1  have  not  deemed  it  necessary 
to  make  any  further  report,  for  the  reason '  that  no  fact  has  come  to  my 
knowledge,  nor  has  any  overt  act  been  committed  in  this  District,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  called  for,  or  would  justify,  the  interposition  of  the  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States  in  that  aflFair. 

I  write  now  rather  to  relieve  you  of  any  apprehensions  which  might 
possiblv  be  entertained,  tiiat  the  officers  of  government  here  have  been 
unmindful  of  their  instructions  from  Washington  than  for  any  other  pur- 
]>ose.  You  may  rely  on  it  that  in  connection  with  the  supposed  expedi- 
tion against  Cuba,  no  law  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated  in  this 
district  Indeed  on  the  6th  March  last,  in  reply  to  a  note  from  the  Vice- 
Consul  of  Spain  at  this  port,  Don  Juan  Y.  Laborde,  I  addressed  to  him  a 
communication  of  which  I  send  you  herewith  a  copy,  assuring  him  of  my 
readiness  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  as  far  as  I  could,  and  to 
render  my  assistance  to  the  executive  in  preserving  good  faith  with  the 
government  of  Spain,  yet  zealous  and  vigilant  as  he  and  others  are,  he 
£as  not  since  that  time  communicated  any  lact  in  relation  to  the  subject  of 
our  correspondence. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  persons  have  left  New  Orleans  re- 
cently whose  ultimate  destination  is  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  who,  oil 
arrival  at  the  island,  or  at  some  other  point  out  of  the  United  States,  will 
engage,  under  the  command  of  General  Lopez,  to  assist  the  dissatisfied 
people  of  that  island  in  throwing  off  the  dominion  of  Spain.  The  num- 
ber of  these  emigrants  has  been  greatly  exaggerated — they  are  J)erhaps  one 
thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  from  this  port. 

If  Lopez  shall  be  able  to  make  a  successful  stand,  it  is  said  he  will  be 

joined  by  a  distinguished  gentleman,  now  the  governor  of  a  neighboring 

state,  to  whom  the  command  will  then  be  yielded.    However,  before  this 

>  reaches  you  conjectures  may  have  ripened  into  certainty :  and  I  repeat 

that  my  purpose  in  addressing  you  is  to  give  the  assurance  that  the  leaders 
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of  the  enterprise  have  had  good  legal  advisers  and  have  not  rendered  them- 
selves amenable  to  our  laws. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect,  yours,  &c., 

(Signed)  LOGAN  HUNTON, 

17.  S.  JlUorney. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
Washington. 


(EDdomrs.) 

Oppick  U.  S,  Atty.  East.  Dist.  La., 
Jfew  Orleans^  March  6/A,  1850. 
To  the  Spanish  Consul : 

Sir, — I  received  yesterday  J9ur  communication,  without  date,  informing 
me  that  you  had  received  notices  ^^  that  certain  persons  are  gathering  and 
procuring  arms,  and  other  implements  of  war,  and  the  intention  of  forming 
an  expedition  to  invade  the  island  of  Cuba,''  and  you  also  say  that  the 
steamers  "  Fanny  "  and  "  Mary  Burke,"  now  lying  at  this  port,  are  intended 
for  that  purpose,  &c. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  I  will  take  all  legal  measures  in  my 
power  to  prevent  agressions  of  that  character  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Island  of  Cuba.  . 

If  any  overt  act  shall  be  committed  and  such  proof  is  obtained  that  the 
judicial  authorities  can  interfere,  I  will  institute  the  necessary  proceedings 
to  bring  to  punishment  the  offenders. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  LOGAN  HUNTON, 


Don  Juan  Y.  Laborde, 
Consul  of  Spain,  ^c. 


V.  S.  AUy. 


Mr,  Calderon  to  Mr.  Clayton, 
[TranMatioD.] 

On  the  11th  of  the  present  month  an  article  was  published  in  the  Sunyoi 
New  York,  announcing  an  approaching  battle  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  be- 
tween the  troops  of  Her  Catholic  Majestv  and  an  expedition  of  adventn- 
rers,  who  were  said  to  have  lef:  the  south  of  the  United  States  to  invade 
that  Spanish  province. 

The  same  day  a  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  office  of  that  newspaper^  calling 
itself  the  flag  of  the  Cuban  Republic.  Since  then  it  has  continued  float- 
ing day  by  day,  and  collecting  people  who  publicly  crowd  around  it  ib 
groups ;  thus  organizing  a  piracy  against  a  fnendly  nation. 

This  scandal,  absurd  as  it  may  appear,  is  causing  immense  detriment  to 
commerce,  and  much  alarm  to  the  Spaniards  resident  in  that  city.  The 
editors  of  the  Sun  do  not  limit  themselves  to  the  publication  of  news,  nor 
to  the  use  of  the  liberty  of  the  press ;  but  raise  a  standard  for  enlistment, 
and,  calling  to  arms  against  Spain,  endeavor  to  organize  an  armed  expedi- 
tion. 

This  appears  to  the  undersigned  an  open  and  manifest^  act  asminst  the 
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law  of  nations,  and  i^inst  the  express*  and  unequivocal  laws  of  the  Re- 
imblic,  and  especially  that  of  20tn  of  April,  1818;  and  he  cannot  but 
be^  that  these  majr  be  applied  to  those  individuals,  making  them  answer  for 
their  act,  and  requiring  from  them  bail  that  they  will  instantly  cease  to  dis- 
turb the  public  peace,  and  to  trouble  those  friendly  relations  and  that  good 
understanding  subsisting  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

WiCsHiNGTON,  May  16/A,  1850. 


Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Bwrca  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
[Tiumktkia,] 

The  news  received  in  this  kgation,  and  which  the  undersigned  has  com- 
municated from  time  to  time  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  have  kept 
him  alarmed  in  regard  to  the  manoeuvres  of  certain  agitators  to  form  a  new 
expedition,  with  the  object  of  invading  the  island  of  Cube.  The  silence, 
however,  which  has  been  kept  by  the  authorities  of  New  Orleans,  and  the 
assurances  given  to  the  undersigned  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  State, 
had  calmed  his  uneasiness. 

Those  which  were  but  vague  rumors  and  incomplete  reports,  have  now 
taken  the  grave  form  of  reality.  It  is  now  public,  and  the  news  has  all  the 
appearance  of  truth,  that  an  expedition  has  been  formed ;  and  that  without 
any  dis^ise  part  of  this  expedition  has  left  New  Orleans,  part  New  York, 
and  vanous  other  places,  in  vessels  laden  with  arms  and  ammunition,  to 
meet  at  Chaeres,  and  from  thence  to  attempt  a  coup  de  mam. 

His  Exceflency  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  is  informed  of  these  in« 
trigues,  and  of  these  hostile  movements.  He  is  aware  that  the  foreigners 
who  have  associated  themselves  with  this  band  of  robbers,  have  provided 
themselves  with  certificates  of  American  citizenship,  as  a  safeguard,  and 
be  foresees  that  the  vessels  destined  to  conduct  them  will  endeavor  to  save 
themselves  from  persecution  by  hoisting  the  flag  of  the  Union.  Authorized 
by  the  laws  of  war,  and  b]^  the  right  of  nations.  His  Excellency  the  (Gtover* 
nor  of  Cuba,  despising  this  artifice,  is  prepared  to  chastise,  without  any 
consideration,  those  adventurers  who,  disregarding  the  warning  contained 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  upright  magistrate  of  this  Republic,  dare  to  dis- 
torb  the  peace  of  a  friendly  nation,  by  violating  all  existing  treaties  and 
laws.  If,  therefore,  in  the  course  of  events,  these  pirates  sh^l  receive  de- 
served chastisement,  however  hard  and  severe  it  may  afterwards  be  en- 
deavored to  be  represented,  no  interposition  shall  be  listened  to  in  their 
fiavor ;  neither  will  the  sympathies  which  they  may  inspire  have  any  foun- 
dation; not  the  calumnious  clamor  which  ma^  be  raised  amongst  th^ir 
followers  or  instigators ;  nor  will  any  complaint  or  claim  be  considered 
just. 

The  undersigned  considers  it  his  duty  to  have  this  statement  recorded, 

gowever  unnecessary  it  may  appear,  after  the  verbal  declarations  which 
is  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  State,  by  his 
authority,  have  made  to  him,)  of  our  indisputable  rights. 

Not  because  he  doubts  for  a  single  instant  of  the  honor  and  justice  of  His 
Excellency  the  President.  Entirely  the  contrarv  ;  since  on  that,  and  on 
the  energetic  measures  which  be  is  nrmly  persuaded  will  be  adont$fd  by  His 
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Excellency,  the  undersigned  founids  his  hopes  that,  by  the  help  of  Provi- 
dence, the  deplorable  and  incalculable  calamities  which  would  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  execution  of  those  wicked  designs  will  be  averted. 

The  undersigned  reiterates  on  this  occasion  to  the  Honorable  John  M. 
Clayton,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  assurances  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

A.  CALDERON  DE  LA  BARCA. 

Washington,  I6th  May,  1850. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  'States. 


[Tnaditmi.] 

Niw  Oblkans,  May  llik,  1850. 

CONSULATB   or   SPAIN   IN   NxW  OeLXANS. 

To  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
Secretary  of  State, 

Most  Exobllent  Sib  :  Agreeably  to  the  instructions  which  your  Excel- 
lency sent  on  the  22nd  January,  1850,  to  Mr.  L.  Huaton,  District  Attorney 
for  the  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana,  concerning  the  evU  projects  and  de- 
signs of  the  invaders  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  I  bought  it  my  duty,  as  Consul 
01  Her  Catholic  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  my  mistress,  to  communicate, 
as  I  did  communicate  officially,  to  the  aforesaid  Attorney,  as  well  as  to 
Samuel  T.  Peters,  Collector  of  Customs,  the  good  reasons  I  had  for  believ- 
ing that  the  schooner  ^^  Heroine"  had  arms  and  ammunitions  on  board  for 
the  use  of  said  invaders,  with  a  request  that  they  would  cause  her  to  be 
examined.  I  had  presumed  that  thei^  respective  duties  were  so  defined  as 
to  prevent  their  subjecting  me,  in  mv  official  capacity,  to  any  trouble,  vexa- 
tion, or  loss  of  character,  cither  civil  or  political. 

Notwithstanding  the  conviction  I  had  thus  been  liaboring  under,  and  do 
still  entertain,  a  petition  has  been  drawn,  and  is  now  recorded  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  of  this  city,  in  consequence  of  certain  revelations  made 
by  one  or  both  the  gentlemen  alluded  to  to  the  petitioner  or  to  his  representa- 
tives, who  have  sued  me  for  five  thousand  dollars  damages ;  the  proprietors 
or  captain  of  said  schooner  alleging  to  have  suffered  losses  in  that  amoiuit, 
by  her  detention  in  this  port  in  consequence  of  the  proceeding^  referred  t& 

My  communications  were  written  and  signed  officially ;  their  contents — 
the  result  of  the  political  relations  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain —  were  addressed  to  the  District  Attorney  and  the  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms, in  their  respective  official  capacities ;  consequently,  they  ought  to 
have  been  held  by  them  as  private  and  confidential  against  any  deposititt 
or  declaration,  no  matter  in  what  court  of  justice  they  might  be  made. 

For  this  reason,  I  have  placed  into  the  respective  hands  of  those  gentle- 
men my  Protest  against  the  aforesaid  revelations  or  communications  made 
by  them  upon  this  subject ;  and  in  order  that  it  mav  be  known  to  whom  it 
belongs,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  faithful  copy  of 
said  protest,  and  of  my  communication  to  those  ^ntlemen. 
With  the  most  exalted  sentiments  of  consideration, 

I  am  your  respectful  and  devoted,  &c.  &.c. 

JUAN  IGN«  LABOBDE, 
Consul  {ad  ini)  ofMer  Catholic  Mmesty. 
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(Copy.) 

New  Orleans,  May  Vlth^  1850. 

CONSXTLATE   OP  SPAIN   IN  NeW   ObLEANS. 

Logan  Hunton,  Esquire, 

Attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana.^ 

Sir  :  Conformably  to  the  instructions  given  to  you  by  His  Excellency 
the  Secretary  of  State,  John  M.  Clayton,  Esq.,  under  date  of  22nd  Febru- 
ary, 1850, 1  considered  it  my  duty  to  inform  you,  as  Consul  of  Her  Catho- 
lic Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  oi  the  good  reasons  I  had  to  inform  aeainst 
the  schooner  Heroine  then  about  to  leave  this  port,  and  having  on  board 
arms  and  ammunitions  for  the  use  of  the  invaders  of  the  island  of  Cuba. 
This  matter  which  I  left  to  your  discretion,  presuming  that  your  duties 
would  be  interposed  in  such  manner  as  not  to  expose  me,  in  my  representa- 
tive capacity,  to  any  trouble,  vexation,  or  loss  of  whatever  kind  civil  or  po* 
cal ;  the  result  has  been  the  reverse.  By  a  petition  filed  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  this  city,  it  now  appears  that  in  consequence 
of  certain  communications  (from  whom  I  know  not)  the  petitioner,  or  his 
principal,  demanded  $5000.00  damages,  for  having  caused  the  detention  of 
die  said  schooner  in  port,  to  the  injury  of  said  owners  or  captain  to  said 
amount. 

My  communication  was  written  and  signed — its  contents  were  based  upon 
the  political  relations  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Spain — and 
was  directed  to  you  in  your  capacity  of  District  Attorney,  in  virtue  of  the 
aforesaid  instructions. 

You  are  not  ignorant  that  communications  of  this  nature  should  be  con- 
sidered confidential,  and  privileged  against  any  proceedings  before  a  court  of 
justice. 

From  the  above  follows  the  object  of  the  present  letter  is  nothing  less 
than  to  protest  with  a  due  respect  and  consideration,  but  in  accordance  with 
the  full  extent  of  my  rights  in  my  aforesaid  capacity,  against  any  evidence 
or  communication  which  may  cause  to  me  any  trouble,  vexation,  or  loss,  in 
consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  petition  and  plea. 

And  in  order  to  inform  those  who  should  have  knowledge  of  the  protest 
which  I  have  made,  I  transmit  by  to-day's  mail  to  His  Excellency  the  afore- 
said Secretary  of  State  a  faithful  copy  of  my  protest  and  of  the  above  com- 
munication to  you. 

With  my  best  respects  and  consideration, 

I  am  very  attentively  yours,  and  kiss  your  hand, 

(Signed)  JUAN  YGN?   LABORDE, 

Consul  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  A.  Colder  on  de  laBarca. 
(Copy.) 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  l^h  May,  1850. 
X>oi7  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca, 
&.C*  frc.  &c« 
Sir  : — ^I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  I'^ceipt  of  the  two  notes  which  yoa 
addressed  to  me  on  the  16th  instant.    They  commanded  my  prompt  and 
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earnest  attention,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  place  in  jour  hands  a  copy 
of  the  instructions  which  I  caused  to  be  sent  to  the  District  Attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York^  upon  the  matters  to 
which  those  notes  relate.  These  instructions  were  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  your  notes.  You  are  not  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  in- 
structions which  that  officer,  and  others  of  his  class,  exercising  similar 
functions  within  other  Districts  of  the  United  States,  have  from  time  to 
time  received  from  their  Government..  You  are  fully  aware,  indeed,  that 
this  Government  has  faithfully  used  its  best  exertions  to  arrest  and  put 
down  former  attempted  disturbances,^  as  well  as  to  obtain,  with  the  same 
object,  information  concerning  the  arming  and  equipping  of  the  expedition 
said  to  have  recently  sailed  to  Cuba. 

In  immediate  reply  to  your  notes,  now|before  me,  I  have  to  say  that, 
although  no  oflScial  intelligence  has  reached  the  Department  upon  this  sub- 
ject, the  President  is  well  satisfied,  from  other  sources  of  information,  that 
certain  foreigners  within  our  limits  have  abused  the  hospitality  of  this 
country ;  and  also,  that  a  considerable  number  of  American  citizens  have 
really  embarked  with  them,  upon  some  clandestine  expedition,  in  violation 
of  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States.  It  is  true  that,  within  the 
last  three  months,  an  unusual  number  of  passports  have  been  sought  and 
obtained  at  this  office,  by  individuals  alleging  that  they  were  about  to  pro- 
ceed to  California  and  Oregon.  No  means  existed  of  detecting  their  real 
purpose,  except  through  the  United  States  officers  at  the  various  ports  of 
embarkation,  and  these  officers  having  unfortunately  failed  to  furnish  any 
information  on  the  subject,  it  is  proper  that  inquiries  should  be  instituted 
into  the  conduct  of  such  of  them  as  mi^ht  be  supposed  to  be  cognizant  of 
the  intended  invasion  and  yet  failed  to  give  notice  of  it  to  their  own  Grov- 
ernment 

It  is  not  possible  for  us  to  ascertain  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
the  expedition,  nor  the  place  of  their  certain  destination.  No  individual, 
however,  enjoying  the  confidence,  in  any  degree,  of  this  Government,  is 
either  known  or  believed  to  be  engaged  in  it.  It  is  represented  that  most 
of  those  conjectured  to  be  so  concerned  have  quitted  the  country^from  dif- 
ferent ports  of  the  United  States,  in  the  capacity  of  private  citizens,  pro- 
ceeding ostensibly,  as  has  been  before  remarked,  t6  California  and  Oregon; 
and  this  without  any  demonstration,  on  their  part,  of  arms  and  munitions 
of  war,  or  any  other  evidences  by  means  of  which  their  presumed  ulterior 
purposes  could  have  been  discovered.  It  is,  however,  quite  superfluous  for 
me  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  who  have  so  ably  and  perseveringly  cooperated 
with  me  in  efforts  to  detect  and  suppress  real  or  suspected  expeditions  of 
this  character,  that  those  who  may  have  embarked  in  them  have  no  sympa- 
thy or  countenance  whatever  from  this  Government;  and  that  the  princi- 
ples of  the  proclamation  which  the  President  issued  last  summer,  on  a 
similar  occasion,  are  still  adhered  to  by  him  with  inflexible  integrity. 
Biit  it  is  important  that  I  should  now  impart  to  you  certain  information, 
which  will,  I  trust,  tend  to  relieve  the  natural  anxiety  of  your  mind,  caused 
by  my  verbal  communication  to  you  of  that  which  I  had  learned,  unoffi-> 
cially,  of  the  sailing  of  the  expedition  now  in  question.  In  anticipation 
of  such  a  possible  emergency  as  might  require  their  presence  on  the  coast 
of  Cuba,  tnree  American  vessels  of  war,  from  the  squadron  on  the  West 
India  station,  must  have  made  their  appearance  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
that  island,  between  the  7th  and  I2th  instant^  as  we  believe.    They  have 
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foil  instniotioDS  autkoristog  them  to  preveDt  the  labding  of  any  of  their 
countrymen  who  may  be  proceeding,  uader  the  American  flag,  to  the  inva- 
sion of  Cuba.  Foither,  two  other  war-ships,  of  great  force  and  speed, 
one  of  which  is  the  fine  steam  frigate  Saranac,  were  ordered  for  the  same 
purpose  to  the  coast  of  Cuba ;  the  Saranac  a  few  hours  after  credible  evi- 
dence  had  been  submitted  to  ^e  President  in  reference  to  the  intended  in- 
vasion. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 


Offiec  u.  &  Attorney,  East.  Dist.,  La. 
New  Orleans,  May  18, 1850. 
Snt— 

I  recjeived  to-day  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  informing 
me  that  suit  has  been  instituted  against  you  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States,  for  causing  the  detention  of  the  schooner  Heroine  in  this 
port.  You  say  in  substance  that  the  object  of  your  communication  is  to 
*'  protest,  with  due  respect  and  consideration,  but  in  accordance  with  the 
full  extent  of  your  rights  in  your  aforesaid  capacity  (as  consul)  against  any 
evidence  or  communication  which  may  cause  to  you  any  trouble,  vexation, 
or  loss,  in  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  petitition  and  plea." 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  communication,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have 
bad  no  sgencj  whatever  in  the  institution  of  that  suit.  I  have  no  connec- 
tion with  it ;  and  whilst  I  regret  that  you  have  been  subjected  to  any  in- 
convenience on  account  of  vour  efforts  to  protect  the  interests  of  Her  Ca- 
tholic Majesty,  you  must  allow  me  to  inform  you  that,  as  I  am  not  the 
judge  to  try  your  suit,  so  I  am  not  the  proper  officer  to  whom  your  protest 
should  be  addressed. 

If  the  object  of  your  letter  is  to  object  to  mv  allowing  your  official  com- 
omnications  to  be  used  against  you  on  the  trial  of  the  suit  referred  to,  then 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  assure  you  that  I  will  not  voluntarily  allow  their  con- 
tents to  be  used  against  you.  Your  letter  in  relation  to  the  Heroine  was 
understood  by  me  to  be  ^^  based  upon  the  political  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,"  and  was  received  by  me  in  my  capa- 
city as  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  and  treated  accordingly.     > 

In  rav  letter  to  you  of  6th  March  last,  I  informed  you  that  I  was  ready 
uid  willing  to  enforce  the  laws^  and  to  take  all  lawful  and  appropriate 
measures  to  prevent  unlawful  aggressions  upim  the  island  of  Cuba,  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States — that  letter  was  mtended  bv  me  to  invite  in- 
formation from  you  if  any  fact  should  come  to  your  knowledge  which 
vroold  audiorize  proceedings  on  my  part,  as  Attorney  of  the  Unit^  States, 
IB  the  premises. 

Thus  far,  no  such  information  has  reached  me,  nor  since  that  time  have 
I  had  the  honor  to  receive  any  communication  ^om  you,  except  yours  of 
Ae  25tli  March,  in  relation  to  the  ''Heroine." 

Prompt  measures  were  taken  in  that  case.  A  custom-house  officer  was 
dcqmtcbed  to  examine  that  vessel,  and  the  result  proved  that  the  informa- 
tioii  on  which  you  had  acted  was  erroneous. 
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Allow  me  to  sa^  that  my  acknowledgments  are  eertainl j  due  to  you,  for 
indulging  the  chantable  presumption,  ^^  tiiat  I  am  not  ignorant  communica- 
tions of  this  nature  should  be  considered  confidential ;'  and  they  are  most 
especially  due  to  you  for  communicating  to  me  this  very  chantable  pre- 
sumption on  your  part,  after  you  had  thought  proper  to  inform  me  that  yoo 
did  not  know  by  whom  the  communications  were  made  that  caused  you  to 
be  sued. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  most  ob't.  servant, 

LOGAN  HUNTON,  U.  S.  Attorney. 
Don  Juan  Y.  Laborde, 

Consul  of  Spain,  &c. 
New  Orleans. 


Custom  House,  New  Orleans, 

Collector's  Office,  May  18,  1850. 
Sir  :  Having  been  officially  informed  by  Mr.  Laborde,  the  Consul  ad 
interim  of  her  H.  C.  M.  the  Queen  of  Spain,  that  he  had  transmitted  to 
you  a  protest,  of  which  he  sent  me  a  copy,  and  in  whioh  protest  said 
consul  nas  assumed  that  proper  discretion  may  not  have  been  observed  by 
me  in  relation  to  certain  proceedings  therein  referred  to,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  said  Consul's  comnranica- 
tion  for  your  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  J.  PETERS,  Collector. 
The  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Washington. 

Custom  Hoitsb,  New  Orleans, 

Collector's  Offtoe,  Mtnf  18,  I860. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  under  date  of 
17th  inst.,  containing  a  protest  against  proceedings  in  the  U.  S.  District 
C<Nirt  in  this  city  against  you,  individually,  for  having  caused  the  detention 
of  the  schooner  Heroine  on  the  25th  of  Alarch  last,  when  on  the  eve  <rf'faer 
departure  for  Chagres. 

Vou  assume  in  said  mnotest  that  such  proceedings  may  be  ascribaUe  to 
ooimnunioations  made  oy  me  of  your  official  letter,  dated  25th  March  lait» 
and  whioh  induced  mc  to  have  examined  the  cargo  of  said  aehooner 
Heroine,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  she  had,  on  clearing,  exhibited  a 
false  manifest,  as  your  communication  alleged* 

I  assure  vou,  sir,  that  you  are  in  error  in  this  supposition.  That  lette 
has  never  been  out  of  my  possession,  nor  has  any  one,  except  official  per- 
aons  attached  to  the  service  of  the  government,  to  whom  a  knowledge  of 
its  contents  was  necessary,  seen  it. 

I  was  applied  to  by  the  counsel  employed  to  sue  ^it,  for  a  copy  of  it, 
but  declined  giving  it. 

Beuig  on  very  friendly  terms  with  that  gentleman,  I  ui^  htm  to  dis- 
suade his  client  from  prosecuting  joa  in  this  matC«r,  and  suted  that  I  • 
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sidered  it  a  very  frivolous  and  vexatious  suit,  and  that  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  it  would  certainly  be  proved  there  was  no  detention 
and  consequently  no  damage. 

So  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  prove  this  I  shall  deem  it  but  an  act 
of  justice  to  you  to  do  so. 

1  will  take  occasion  to  say,  that  in  this  matter  it  seems  to  me  it  was  im- 
possible to  keep  it  a  secret. 

The  Surveyor,  with  other  officers  of  the  customs,  had  publicly  to  ex- 
amine the  Heroine's  cargo,  many  passengers  and  other  persons  were  on 
board,  the  reason  of  the  examination  could  scarcely  be  disguised. 

It  was  quite  unusual  to  douU  the  correctness  of  the  manifest  of  an  out- 
ward bound  vessel,  and  to  make  such  an  examination  with  a  view  to  its 
verification.  It  was  doubtii^  the  inte^ity  of  the  owners  and  captain,  all 
known  to  me  as  respectable  citizeus.  How  they  knew  that  the  examina- 
tion was  made  on  your  complaint  I  do  not  know,  but  under  all  the  circum- 
stances it  wouki  have  been  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  have 
kept  it  secret. 

I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  communication  to  the 
Hon.  the  Secretarv  of  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  consideration. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  J.  PETERS,  CoUectQr. 

Sen.  Don  Juan  Y.  Laborde, 

Consul  ad  interim  H.  C.  M.  the  Queen  of  Spain. 
at  New  Orleans. 


Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Hall.. 
(Copy.) 
Department  op  State. 

Washington,  llth  May,  1850. 
J.  Prescott  Hall,  Esa., 

IT,  S.  Dist,  Atty.for  the  Southern 

District  of  New  York,  New  York  City. 
Sir  :  Again  it  becomes  my  duty  to  call  your  special  attention  to  alleged 
attempts  on  the  part  of  certain  individuals  in  New  York  and  elsewhere, 
who  appear  to  be  actively  engaged  in  organizing  and  encouraging  expedi- 
tions for  the  avowed  or  presumed  object  of  invading  the  Spanian  posses- 
sions in  the  West  Indies. 

From  the  enclosed  copies  of  two  notes  addressed  to  this  Department  by 
the  Minister  of  Spain,  on  the  16th  inst.,  you  will  perceive  that  his  alarm 
seems  to  be  based  upon  overt  acts,  which  require  the  prompt  and  stem  in- 
terposition of  this  government  The  entire  success  of  your  former  exer- 
tions to  suppress  similar  attempts,  under  the  instructions  of  the  President, 
afford  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  your  vigilance  has  not  relaxed,  and  that 
you  will  omit  no  means  which  the  law  supplies,  and  our  good  faith  to  a 
power  with  which  we  are,  and  desire  to  remain,  on  the  most  friendly 
terms,  demands,  to  put  an  end  to  the  illegal  movements  here  indicated,  as 
well  as  to  all  others  intended  and  calculated  to  violate  our  obligations 
towards  Spain.  Particular  instructions  on  this  subject  are  not  deemed 
necessary ;  it  is  enough  to  enjoin  upon  you  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law, 
not  only  as  a  duty  to  Spain,  but  also  in  mercy  to  such  of  our  dejuded  citi- 
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zens  as  majr  have  unfortunately  connected  themselves  with  an  enterprise 
criminal  in  its  nature,  and  likely  to  result  in  fatal  consequences  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 


Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Clayton. 
[Eztnct] 

On  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Ohio,  the  Captain-General  ordered  that 
she  should  not  be  permitted  to  occupy  her  usual  anchorage,  but  ordered 
her  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  that  none  of  ner  passengers 
for  Chagres  be  permitted  to  land.  The  Captain  thought  the  anchorage 
unsafe,  and  protested  against  it  without  avail,  this  goyemment,  at  the  same 
time,  denying  any  responsibility  for  accidents  that  might  happen  to  the 
steamer  from  the  insecurity  of  her  position.  The  cause  of  the  order  is 
only  conjectural,  but  is  supposed  to  proceed  from  despatches  received  from 
New  Orleans  by  the  schooners  Fairy  and  Heroine,  that  arrived  some  forty 
hours  in  advance  of  the  Ohio,  under  charter  (it  is  said)  by  the  Spanish 
Consul. 

You  are  better  informed  of  what  has  passed,  and  is  passing  in 
relation  to  the  expedition  than  we  can  be  in  Havana,  and  I  will  not 
therefore  presume  to  ffive  you  reports,  but  only  observe  that  great  excite- 
ment prevails  here.  Some  nineteen  armed  vessels  of  the  Spanbh  Navy 
are  coasting  around  various  parts  of  the  Island  to  intercept  the  reported 
expedition.  I  do  not  myself  believe  them  very  efficient,  and  should  the  in- 
vaders  be  in  steamers,  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  enabled  to  effect  a 
landing. 

The  government  is  receiving  three  tiiousand  militia  in  Havana  to  garri- 
son and  protect  the  city,  in  the  event  of  the  necessity  of  sendiog  aU  the 
troops  to  the  interior.  Those  officers  that  are  placed  in  comnaand,  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted,  have  never  discharged  a  militaij  duty,  nor  fired  a 
gun.  We  shall  probably  have  a  good  deal  of  disorder  m  the  city,  if  civil 
war  should  break  out.  The  lower  iclasses  are  ignorant,  idle,  debased,  and 
only  kept  in  order  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  military.  When  that  is  re- 
moved it  is  not  easy  to  foretell  the  consequences,  as  they  may  think  insults 
and  attacks  upon  Americans  would  be  acts  acceptable  to  tne  authorities, 
who  are  believed  to  doubt  the  ^ood  faith  of  the  President,  the  entire  go- 
vernment, and  suspect  the  connivance  of  all  Americans. 

I  enclose,  herewith,  a  translated  editorial  of  the  official  marine  paper  of 
this  day,  and  of  an  order  published  in  the  Gazette  of  the  18th  inst.,  by 
which  you  will  see  what  the  Spaniards  think  of  the  expedition.  Tb^ 
order  exhibits  their  method  of  arresting  fugitives.  

Dated,  Havana,  May  19,  1850. 
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Tramlatedfiram  the  Diario  4e  la  Marinaj  of  Htnkma^  dated  Svmday.  JIfay 

19tlh  I860. 

It  is  publicly  Sftid  tliat  the  pbates  are  about  to  carry  into  effect  their 
TiUanous  plans  di  invasion  of  tliis  tranquil  Antille.  The  last  news  from 
the  neij^boring  contbents  appear  to  leave  no  doubts  about  the  prepare^ 
tions  made  for  undertaking  an  enterprise^  the  result  of  treason,  am  which 
could  only  haye  met  the  concurrence  of  the  most  ignorant  and  desperate  rab* 
ble,  that  does  not  mind  danffers,  does  not  ^camine  risks,  and  for  whom  the 
most  capacious  rapacity  is  vie  supreme  law  of  action* 

In  truth  it  was  time  that  tiie  pirates  should  go  to  sea,  that  they  should 
come  out  displaying  their  forces  and  vigor,  it  was  time  for  them  to  come  to 
try  on  our  coasts  Ihat  heroism  they  boast  of :  it  was  time  that  the  heroes  of 
tlie  most  infamous  vandalism  should  become  acquainted  with  the  lojeltyy 
bravery  and  discipline  of  our  navy  and  army,  the  loyalty,  bravery  and 
patriotism  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cuba.  And  it  would  really  be  a  pity  that  they 
should  not  reach  our  coast,  a  pity  that  the  smell  of  Spanish  powder  shoula 
fnghten  away  the  vultures !  A  ereat  pity  that  those  boasts  should  become 
reduced  to  mere  sham !  Great  crimes  need  a  greater  chastisemant,  and  we 
would  ambition  for  our  history  tne  honor  of  iiSicting  it.  Is  it  not  to  be 
permitted  a  faithful  people  to  wish  occasions  on  which  to  display  to  the  world 
with  pride  their  honest  and  generous  heart  ?  It  is  true  that  the  ^ality  of 
the  undertaking,  and  die  importance  of  those  who  intend  to  carry  it  on^  do 
not  even  present  them  to  us  m  such  a  shai>e  that  a  victory  over  uiem  eould 
flatter  the  pride  of  those  who  have  in  their  veins  the  blood  of  Pelayo  and 
Cortes.  But  small  as  the  glory  might  be,  that  rabble  being  a  real  pla^^e^  in 
destroying  it,  would  not  we  do  a  si^ial  service  to  humanity  t  This  is  pre- 
cisely the  reasoQ.  why  we  anxiously  desire  the  villains  to  attempt  coming  upon 
our  coast.  On  the  other  part,  after  so  much  that  has  hem  ssid  about  the 
pretty  expedition,  when  an  attempt  has  been  making  to  wound  ike  suscepti- 
bility of  our  race,  is  it  not  to  be  allowed  us  to  anxiously  de^  that  the 
purity  of  our  blood  should  be  put  to  the  prooL  if  it  is  only  that  of  one  single 
man  that  any  one  should  wish  to  examine  %  It  is  well  to  consider  the  forces 
dT  the  expedition  contemptible  before  our  immense  resources,  and  small  ^e 
himor  we  might  acquire  by  destroying  those  pirates,  but  let  liiem  come  to  our 
shores  that  we  may  at  once  know  the  ext^t  of  their  madness,  and  exhibit  on 
them  an  imperishable  chastisement. 


fTranilfttion.] 

Bon  Francisco  Javier  Mendon,  Knight  of  the  Roval  American  Order  of 
Isabel  the  Catiudic,  Captain  of  infantnr,  with  a  medal  of  distinction,  and  one 
of  ibe  pro$ecuHnf[  atiomejfs  (fiscal)  of  the  court  of  the  permanent  executive 
military  commission  of  this  Island. 

Whereas  D.  Cirilo  Villaverde,  who  mado  his  escape  from  the  prison  of 
this  capital,  D  Jos^  Maria  Sanches  Imam.  D.  AmlHX)sio  Josfi  Gonzales,  D. 
Joan  Manuel  Macias,  Ae  Licentiate  D.  Pedro  Agfiero,  D.  Victoriano  de 
An^9ta,  D.  Oaspar  de  Betaucourt  y  Cisneros,  (alias)  el  Lugareno,  and  D. 
Cristobal  M&dan,  whom  I  am  prosecuting  for  1^  crime  of  conspiracy  against 
the  legitimate  rif^ts  of  Her  Majesty  (whom  Ood  save)  directed  to  brinff  on 
an  uftsurrection  in  this  country  md  tiie  Island  of  Puerto  Rico,  to  obtain  tiieir 
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independenee  from  the  who  MetropoHs,  the  two  fbnner  have  before  been 
tried,  and  incurred  the  penalties  of  rebels,  insisting  in  their  preyioos  criminal 
projects,  have  absented  themselves  from  this  city,  and  other  places  of  the 
Island,  where  they  had  been  residing,  exercising  the  powers  conferred  by 
royal  ordinances  upon  officers  of  the  army,  I  do  by  this  my  first  proclama- 
tion, cite,  call,  and  summcm  the  above  named  individuals  to  present  them- 
selves personidly  within  the  precise  term  of  nine  days  at  the  public  prison  of 
this  place  to  produce  their  pleas  and  legitimate  defences,  in  ike  understand- 
ing that  if  it  IS  not  compliea  with  in  the  given  time,  the  actions  will  be  con- 
tinued against  lliem,  and  they  will  be  sentenced  as  rebels  by.  the  Council  of 
War  of  this  Ck>urt  without  being  further  called  or  summoned,  for  such  is 
Her  Majesty's  will. — Let  this  proclamation  be  fixed  at  the  customary  places, 
and  published  in  the  official  Oazette,  that  it  may  reach  the  notice  of  all. 

Havana,  May  llthj  1850. 

FRANCISCO  JAVIER  MENDOZA. 

Jose  Fe^andez  Cota,  Secretary. 


(Copy.) 
[Bxtncts.] 


Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States. 
Havana,  May  22d,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  short  correspondence 
with  the  Captam-Greneral  growing  out  of  a  publication,  in  the  evening  Bul- 
letin of  the  20th,  of  one  of  the  Oovemment  papers.  The  Bulletin  stated 
that  the  Gtener^l  of  Marine  had  captured  at  Contoy  two  vessels  and  some 
hundred  men.  Knowing  nothing  of  the  particulars  beyond  the  report  which 
you  will  find  republished  in  the  paper  of  the  morning  of  the  21st  herewith 
transmitted,  my  letter  to  the  Captain-Oeneral  was  written  with  great  cautioii 
«nd  respect,  as  you  will  see. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  translated  proclamation  and  edict  of  the  Captioo- 
General,  declaring  the  island  in  a  state  of  siege,  and  proclaiming  martial 
law,  &c.,  &c. — A  translated  copy  of  the  account  given  of  the  capture  of  two 
vessels,  and  about  one  hundred  men  at  Contoy  with  the  comments  thereon .  An 
account  of  the  landing  of  Lopez  at  Cardenas,  and  of  his  reembarking.     The 

i>articulars  of  the  landing  of  Lopez  from  the  most  reliable  sources  are  as  fol- 
ows  : — At  d  o'clock  A.M.  of  the  19th,  the  steamer  Creole  arrived  at  the 
wharf  at  Cardenas.  Lopez  at  the  head  of  about  four  hundred  men  immedi- 
ately landed.  The  (3ovemor  and  his  c(»nmand  of  some  seventr  scJdiers  re- 
treated and  occupied  a  house  from  which  they  were  disloc^ged  after  some 
firing  by  the  application  of  fire  to  the  building.  The  Governor  and  two  oth^ 
oflb)ei:s  were  made  prisoners,  and  a  portion  or  perhaps  all  die  soldiers*  with 
one  sergeant  joined  Lopez — ^private  property  of  all  kind  was  respecteo— all 
supplies  were  liberally  paid  for.  The  money  in  the  custom  house  (^400) 
was  taken,  and  about  sixteen  hundred  dollars  belonging  to  the  Ayemta- 
miento.  In  the  evening  Lopez  reembarked.  Some  of  his  men  being  drank, 
and  wandering  about  the  streets,  he  left  an  officer  to  collect  and  bring  them 
on  board.    At  this  time  a  party  of  lancers  arrived  at  the  q)Ot,  and  merged 
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upon  tlie  few  men  &at  had  be^  collected.  Tlie  lancers  lost  eight  men  and 
ten  horses.  The  loss  of  Lopez  was  about  eij^t  killed,  twenty  wounded, 
and  seven  left,  who  were  made  prisoners;  among  the  killed  was  Sanchez 
Izoaga,  and  among  the  wounded  were  Col.  White,  and  the  Creole  Ghmzalez. 

Lopez  put  to  sea  with,  the  Grovemor  (who  is  a  nephew  of  the  Captain 
General)  and  two  other  officers,  but  after  beins  out  sometime  he  placed  them 
on  a  fishing  Vessel  to  be  carried  back  to  Cardenas,  [first  receiving  a  pledge 
from  the  Governor  that  his  men  who  had  been  made  prisoners,  should  be 
released. 

Captam  Trott,  of  the  ship  St.  Peter,  just  arrived  at  this  port,  saw  a 
steamer  supposed  to  be  the  Creole,  at  12  M.,  of  the  21st,  in  Lat.  28  45, 
twenty  miles  southwest  of  Doubleheaded  Shot  Keys,  heading  N.  W. 

The  steamer  Pizarro,  under  the  command  of  the  General  of  Marine,  left 
Mantanzas  at  about  4  P.M.  of  the  2l8t,  in  pursuit  of  Lopez ;  and  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Port  at  Mantanzas  stated,  to  a  highly  respectable  American,  that 
^'  if  the  General  of  Marine  found  Lopez  and  the  Creole  at  Key- West,  he 
would  capture  them,  and  settle  the  hash." 

I  have  the  hxmor  to  be.  Sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  obt.  servt., 
(Signed)  ROBERT  B.  CAMPBELL. 


(Co^. 


CONSULATE  OF  THE  UnITED  StATES, 

Havana,  May  20,  1850. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Count  of  Mcoy,  Governor  and  Captain-General  of 
the  Island  of  Cvia^  tfc.  tfc.  tfc: 

Sir  :  Having  understood  that  his  excellency  the  General  of  Marine  had 
captured,  on  or  near  the  isle  of  Contoy,  two  vessels  and  about  one  hun- 
dred men,  I  would  respectfully  ask  of  your  excellency  whether  the  vessels 
were  or  not  under  the  American  flag?  If  under  the  American  flag,  whether 
or  not  they  were  furnished  with  regular  and  proper  papers ;  whether  the 
men  were  in  whole  or  in  part  American  citizens?  Should  the  captured 
vessels  be  bon4  fide  American,  and  the  men  or  any  part  of  them,  Ameri- 
can citizens,  I  would  at  the  same  time  respectfully  asK  of  your  excellency 
to  be  informed  of  the  circumstances  of  the  capture  and  arrest,  and  the 
nature  of  the  offence  charged  against  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  considerations  of  great  respect  and  esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ROBERT  B.  CAMPBELL. 


[TranalatioiL] 

Gavemment  and  Captain  Generalcy  of  the  always  faithful  Island  of  Cuba. 

Poi«itical  Skcrbtaey's  Office. 
Inhabitants  of  the  always  faithful  Island  of  Cuba: 

The  Governor,  Captain-Ueneral,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  Her 
Majesty's  army,  to-da]r  addresses  you  to  make  known  to  you  that  some 
depraved  foreigners,  without  opinions  or  principles,  without  country  or 
feelings,  the  miserable  dregs  in  their  greater  part  which  the  convulsions  of 
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Europe  have  thrown  upon  America  in  these  last  years,  and  tiie  same  w)m) 
last  year  attempted  to  come  to  the  island  from  the  territory  of  a  friendly 
nation  where  they  commenced  to  assemble,  are  at  last  this  day  upon  onr 
soil  to  try  to  realize  their  rash  and  infieunous  undertaking ;  an  undertaking 
unexampled  in  the  annals  of  the  civilized  world :  a  vandalic  attempt  hav- 
ing no  other  object  or  purpose  but  pillage^  licentiousness,  the  tiun  and 
destruction  of  a  country,  a  model  of  happiness,  which  they  barefacedly 
announce  as  offering  them  a  better  field  for  enriching  themselyes  than  the 
Califomias,  with  the  spoliation  of  all  property  to  be  distributed  amongst 
themselves  as  the  recompense  of  their  exploits,  vnih  the  breaking  up  of 
all  the  bonds,  and  the  relaxing  of  all  those  ties  which  constitute  society  m 
this  precious  Antille,  and  by  which  means  she  has  arrived  to  that  state  of 
prosperous  fortune  she  now  flourishes  in.  Their  vehement  desire  is  to 
sink  her  to  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  bring  on  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  but 
of  a  civil  war,  the  character  and  consequences  of  which  I  need  not  enu- 
merate to  you. 

But  keep  calm,  however,  I  was  prepared  to  receive  them,  their  destiny 
carries  them  to  their  goal,  and  they  shall  obtain  it :  I  assure  you  that  the 
sacred  rights  of  nations  and  of  Spanish  nationality  cannot  be  violated  at  a 
less  cost.  Your  well  known  fidelity,  more  than  the  interests  of  &mily  and 
property,  are  to  me  a  perfect  ^aranty  :  I  understand  the  cry  of  indica- 
tion with  which  you  will  repel  the  villains,  but  their  blindness  deceives 
them,  and  they  perhaps  do  not  hear  it ;  it  is  on  this  account  that  I  take 
charge  of  the  message  with  the  loyal  and  brave  army  under  my  command, 
in  the  same  manner  that  Her  Majesty's  navy  will  do  it  on  the  waters  of 
the  island  and  anywhere  that  they  should  run  to  hide  themselves. 

Inhabitants :  I  hope  that  no  one  will  observe  a  wrong  conduct :  trust  to 
the  vigilance  of  the  authorities,  and  in  the  forces  of  the  Qmeen  confided  to 
me  for  your  protection,  and  for  the  defence  of  her  dominions. 

A  respect  for  the  laws  and  consideration  for  the  noble  behavior  of  every 
honest  resident  will  be  the  soldier's  guide,  a  rigorous  and  unlimited  pun- 
ishment, mind  you,  will  await  those  who  should  forget  what  the  country 
expects  of  all  her  children,  let  them  be  Spaniards  of  one  or  the  other 
hemisphere. 

The  hour  of  combat  has  sounded,  and  its  effects  shall  be  heard  of  in 
these  seas,  without  any  human  consideration  or  reflection  restraining  me: 
do  not  however  forget  that  calm  will  soon  awake  again. 

Havana,  May  19th.  1850. 

(Signed)  THE  COUNT  OF  ALCOY. 


[TmnslBtion.] 

Government  and  Captain  Generalcy  of  the  always  faithfid  Island  of  CmbO' 

Military  Sicretart's  Offics. 

AN  EDICT. 
Don  Frederico  de  Roncali,  Count  of  Alcoy^  Qovemor  and  Captain. 
Cteneral  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  Oommander-m-Chief  of  the  Army.  I 
make  known  that  the  foreign  pirates  who  have  been  assembled  and  ready 
for  some  time,  having  already  landed  upon  the  territory  confided  to  me  by 
her  Majesty,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  their  sacrilegious  de- 
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signs :  in  the  sacred  duty  of  preserving  the  interests  of  the  country,  as 
well  as  of  protecting  the  lives  and  property  of  its  faithfiil  inhabitants, 
making  use  of  the  extraordinary  powers  in  me  vested,  and  of  those  to  me 
appertaining  as  Commander-in-Chief,  I  ordain  and  command. 

Art.  1st :  All  the  territory  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  its  isles  and  adjacent 
keys  are  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  siege  and  thereby  subjected  to  all  its 
1^1  consequences  as  long^  as  the  circumstances  causine  it  shall  continue* 

Notwithstanding  the  active  and  preeminent  action  which  by  this  declar- 
ation the  military  jurisdiction  becomes  entitled  to,  all  other  tribunals  and 
courts  will  continue  in  their  respective  exercise,  having  jurisdiction  in  all 
common  or  ordinary  business  not  excluded  1>y  this  Edict : 

Art.  2d :  AU  the  coasts  of  the  island  and  its  waters  are  declared  in  a 
state  of  blockade  by  Her  Majesty's  nava]  forces ;  and  in  consequence 
thereof  all  vessels  can  be  required  to  produce  their  papers  and  documents, 
and  be  scrupulously  examined.  Those  coming  loaded  with  passengers, 
whatever  the  part  they  come  from  or  are  bound  to,  may  be,  are  by  that 
fact  considered  suspicious,  but  if  their  papers  and  registers  do  not  confirm 
them  as  such  they  will  in  that  case  only  oe  ordered  to  keep  away ;  should 
the  contrary  be  the  case,  such  as  a  marked  defect  in  their  papers,  having 
cargoes  of  arms  and  ammunition,  or  effects  which  in  any  manner  may 
bring  on  civil  war  on  the  island,  they  will  immediately  be  declared  ene- 
mies and  treated  as  pirates  in  conformity  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Royal 
Navy. 

Art  3d :  All  persons  detected  in  any  number  belonging  to  the  ii^vading 
bands  will  be  immediately  shot 

Art  4th :  Although  there  is  not  the  remotest  expectation  that  any  in- 
habitant of  this  country  will  be  found  associated  with  the  horde  of  robbers, 
forgetting  his  sacred  duties  to  his  Queen,  country,  and  family,  and  un- 
knowing his  own  interest,  should  any  one  however  by  misfortune  commit 
such  an  infamous  crime,  he  will  be  considered  as  one  of  the  said  foreign 
horde,  and  subjected  to  the  same  penalty  mentioned  in  the  previous 
article. 

Art  5th :  Any  one  serving  ^m  as  a  spy,  or  voluntarily  aiding  them 
with  news,  money,  arms,  provisions,  or  doing  them  any  service  will  be 
immediately  shot 

Art  6th :  To  the  same  penalty  will  be  condemned  all  those  who  by 
public,  or  hidden,  and  crimmal  means,  should  attempt  to  change  the  good 
opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  the  subordination  of  the  slaves  in  the  planta- 
tions, or  in  tbe  least  alter  dieir  internal  order,  or  that  should  not  hasten  to 
give  aid,  advice  and  cooperation  with  immediate  obedience  to  the  legiti- 
mate authorities. 

Art.  7th :  Commandants-Oeneral  of  Departments,  Lieutenant-Governors 
in  their  districts^  and  commanding  officers  of  troops  of  operations,  and 
also  those  ingamson  in  castles  and  forts,  are  charged  with  the  most  exact  and 
punctual  compliance.  All  public  employees  of  any  rank  belonging  to  any 
class  or  branch  of  the  Gbvemment  will  cooperate  for  the  best  of  the  ser- 
vice.    Any  negligence  or  connivance  will  incur  the  penalty  of  death. 

Havana,  May  I9th,  1850.  « 

(Sfgned)  THE  COUNT  OF  ALCOY. 
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(Copy.) 
Translated  from  the  Diano  dela  Marina  of  Havana,  May  21, 1850. 

• 

Our  readers  have  already  seen  in  the  extra  published  yesterday  by  ns,  ^ 
result  of  the  first  attempt  which  our  most  excellent  Conmiander-(}eneral  had 
with  a  part  of  those  who  no  doubt  in  a  moment  of  drunkenness  intended  to 
disturb  the  peace  we  enjoy.  We  are  informed  tliat  such  was  dieir  fri^t, 
the  meanness  and  cowardice  displayed  in  his  presence,  by  those  who  call  them- 
selves the  heroes  of  Palo  Alto,  that  they  inspired  him  with  the  most  proibimd 
and  deserved  contempt.  They  not  only  surrendered  without  fitting,  not 
only  weakly  implored  like  miserable  women  for  an  undeserved  pardon,  but  they 
no  hesitation  in  resorting  to  the  meanest  and  most  contemptible  means. 
Such  are  the  men  who  in  their  drunkenness  dreamed  of  conquering  the  Island 
of  Cuba !  Compare  that  conduct  to  that  of  our  gallant  soldiers,  and  the 
world  will  wonder  at  their  stupid  attempt. 

The  case  is  this ;  they  believed  they  had  merely  to  amve,  and  reap  tbe 
profits  of  their  piracy.  In  their  delirium  they  imagined  themselves  owners 
of  the  thousands  of  aoUars  offered  them  by  the  traitors,  and  of  the  rich  soB 
the  products  of  which  were  to  furnish  them  the  means  <^  easily  enrichiDg 
themselves*  This  hope  increased  their  ambition,  smd  they  said,  let  us  goto 
Cuba  ;  but  they  met  on  their  way  a  man  with  a  Spanish  heart,  and  the  si^t 
of  him  terrifies  and  confounds  them,  and  in  his  presence  they  become  humi- 
liated, discouraged  and  debased.  The  same  will  soon  happen  with  the  rest; 
it  is  probable  that  their  worthy  chief,  celebrated  in  otiier  lines  of  action, 
will  seek  in  a  shameful  flight  the  only  means  of  getting  out  of  his  difficulties ; 
but  usdlossly,  our  worthy  authorities  haye  taken  the  necessary  measures,  and 
the  hour  of  expiation  has  already  sounded  for  him. 

We  do  not  know  whether  any  of  our  brave  men  have  sealed  with  their 
blood  their  loyalty  to  the  throne,  and  their  country.  Should  it  be  so,  we 
shall  mourn  for  the  victims  sacrificed  on  the  altars  of  duty,  but  besides  the 
consolation  that  their  blood  will  be  reven^d,  we  have  that  oi  saying  with  a 
noble  pride  that  the  bravery  of  the  indomitable  Spaniard  is  now  tiie  same  ai 
in  the  times  of  the  illustrious  Quemi  that  brought  to  these  lands  civiliaatioa 
and  religion.  Still  more,  that  if  there  exists  any  deceived  persons  in  ik 
neighboring  nation  that  imagine  such  undertakings  easy,  they  will  be  unde- 
ceived now  that  they  have  practically  viewed  not  ccily  a  determined  and  gil- 
lant  army  and  navy,  but  numberless  enthusiastic  youths  who  when  the  lesit 
danger  appeared  hastened  to  arm  themselves  for  exterminating  the  banditti. 
In  the  place  of  proselytes,  periiaps]expected  by  them  in  their  deHrinm,  they 
found  in.  all  the  inhabitants  without  distinction,  strong  hearts  ready  to  repd 
that  loathsome  and  vile  canaille.  From  this  day  the  Queen  of  the  AntiUes 
will  march  secure  of  her  future  by  the  road  of  prosperity  that  has  been  o^- 
ed  to  her  for  some  time  by  the  protectm/jf  hand  of  our  Sovereign,  and  the 
solicitude,  tact  and  care  of  the  authmties  uiat  so  well  govern  us. 
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(Copy.) 

Translated  from  the  Official  Gazette  of  Havana,  May  21st j  1450. 

Long  live  Queen  Isabel !  Long  live  Spain ! 

Hardly  had  tiie  noble  cry  of  indignation  burst  out  from  these  faithful  in- 
habitants produced  by  the  news  that  the  vandalic  horde  that  intended  to  in- 
vade this  island  had  already  set  foot  on  her  ;  scarcely  had  the  word  of  our 
superior  authority  in  his  proclamation  and  edict  published  by  us  last  night, 
been  heard,  when  we  have  already  the  inexpressible  pleasure  of  being  able  to 
aDnounce  a  victory. 

The  arrival  of  H.  M.  S.  Steamer  Pizarro,  which  came  in  to-day  having 
on  board  his  Excellency  Sr.  D.  Francisco  Armero  y  Tenaranda,  Commander- 
Cieneral  of  this  naval  staticm,  has  furnished  us  the  important  news  of  the 
event  of  two  vessels  belonging  to  the  vandals  having  been  captured. 

The  said  steamer  had  sailsd  from  iim  port  on  the  evening  of  the  16th» 
On  the  17th,  she  learned -at  the  light-house  on  Cape  San  Antoni  that  nothing 
had  occurred  on  that  side,  and  having  afterwards  met  the  brig  Habanero,  she 
towed  the  brig,  and  both  vessels  went  upon  Contoy  where  a  ship  and  a  her- 
maphrodite brig  were  lying,  both  being  merchant  vessels.  These  vessels 
had  on  board  upwards  of  one  hundred  men  of  various  nations  badly  dressed 
and  equipped,  who  had  arrived  from  the  isles  of  Cants  and  Mujeres  near 
Yucatan,  and  which  were  the  rendezvous  of  the  pirates  engaged  in  the  expe- 
dition. 

The  result  of  this  encounter  and  of  the  proper  measures  taken  by  the  most 
worthy  and  intrepid  Gen.  Armero  has  been  the  capture  of  both  vessels,  and 
of  all  the  adventurers  that  were  on  board,  and  likewise  of  the  whole  corre- 
spondence of  D.  Narciso  Lopez,  the  chief  of  the  expedition  that  two  days 
before  the  event  we  relate  had  taken  a  course  northward  with  some  people,  to 
fall  into,  as  doubdess  they  have  fallen  at  this  time,  the  hands  of  our  brave 
troops,  and  paid  with  a  shameful  death  his  detestable  conduct.  The  corre- 
spondence taken  will  furnish  verjr  interesting  facts  for  a  complete  knowledge 
dr  that  hair-brained  and  criminal  plan,  so  that  we  ought  on  many  accounts  to 
consider  this  event  of  the  greatest  importance. 

The  Pizarro  has  brought  fourteen  of  the  prisoners  that  exceed  a  hundred. 
By  their  own  saying,  they  appear  to  be  leaders  of  the  expedition  ;  they  be- 
long to  various  nations,  and  have  shown  an  inexplicable  pusillanimity  for  men 
who  had  dreamed  of  so  daring  an  undertaking. 

We  have  also  learned  by  the  Pizarro  that  all  the  force  the  adventurers  rely 
upouj  does  not  exceed  five  hundred  men  ;  that  their  intention  was  to  land  in 
tibe  jurisdiction  of  Mantanzas,  and  direct  their  steps  afterwards  to  Havana  ; 
to  tins  Havana  that  had  scarcely  read  the  edict  of  the  superior  authority  ran 
to  call  for  arms  to  help  him  in  ease  of  necessity  for  the  chastizement  of  the 
expeditionists !  to  this  Havana,  wherein  twelve  hours  of  voluntary  enlist- 
ments has  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Grovemment  thirteen  thousand  able 
men,  reacly  for  war !  What  will  those  miserable  men  say  at  the  sight  of  such 
enthusiasm,  decision  and  patriotism  1  But  could  they  expect  anything  else, 
being  men  whose  only  object  was  pillage,  men  who  thought  to  divide  among 
themselves  our  property,  to  be  able  to  give  to  every  officer  $20,000  and  an 
estate,  and  to  each  soldier  $4000,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  lesson  will  undeceive  those  miserable  men  who 
being  thirsty  for  gold  and  blood,  undertake  adventures  in  search  of  booty  to 
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satiate  their  himger.  If  there  are  nnfortonate  coontries  existing  in  which 
they  midit  perhaps  try  witli  impunity  their  daring,  now  they  will  have  per- 
ceived wat  it  is  impossible  in  an^  part  of  the  Spanish  mcmarchy,  and  lees  so 
in  this  rich  and  happy  island,  sensible  and  loval  that  owes  her  property  and  ag- 
flprandbement  to  her  ondeviated  fidelity,  and  that  contented,  prond  and  fprate- 
fol  relies  for  existence,  and  a  fntore,  onher  inalterable  vsaom,  with  Uie  Metro- 
polis. 

Office  U.  S.  A&mt,  E.  Dist.  La^ 
J^ew  Orleans,  Map  19,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  desire  to  correct  a  mistake  made  in  the  communication  I  had  the 
honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  14th  instant.    In  that  communication  I  ssid 
Mr.  Laborde,  the  Consul  of  Spain,  had  not  since  the  6th  of  March  com- 
municated to  me  ^^  any  fact  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  our  correspondence." 
I  had  fotgotten  that  he  did,  on  the  26th  of  March,  make  a  communication 
to  me  in  relation  to  the  ^^  Heroine,"  a  schooner  then  at  thb  port.    The 
information  given  by  the  Consul  in  relation  to  the  schooner,  turned  out  on 
inquiry  to  be  erroneous.    I  therefore  thoueh^  no  more  of  the  affair,  until 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Consul,  of  me  date  of  the  17th,  concerning 
a  suit  which  had  been  instituted  against  him  for  detaining  the  ^^  Heroine.'' 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  (trandation)  of  the  letter  of 
the  17th,  and  a  reply. 
We  have  no  later  intelligence  from  Cuba. 

I  remain,  with  high  regard,  your  most  ob't  servant, 

LOGAN  HUNTON,  U.  S.  JUy. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

Southern  District  of  New  York, 
U.  S.  District  Attorney's  0^,  May  20<A,  1850. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  17th  of  May,  enclosing  two  communicatioBS 
from  the  Spanish  Minister  to  the  State  Department,  in  relation  to  expedi- 
tions against  Cuba,  was  duly  received,  and  its  injunctions  will  be  carefolly 
obeyed. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  there  has  been  no  armament  made  or  fitted  oat  ii 
New  York,  which  could  come  within  any  section  of  the  neutrality  act  of 
1818,  or  authorize  official  interference  with  the  movements  of  any  indin- 
duals  or  associations,  although  there  may  be  such  here  as  have  ulterior 
objects  in  view,  of  an  unlawful  character. 

If^  however,  I  can  discover  any  movement  in  this  district,  hostile  to 
SpaiA  or  her  colonies,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  carry  out  your  instructions  bf 
the  exercise  of  any  power  confided  by  Congress  either  to  the  President  or 
the  law  officers  of  the  United  States. 

With  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL, 
V.  S.  AUamty. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
Secretary  of  StaUj  Washington. 
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(Copy.) 
[Per  Tdegn^] 

Collector's  Office, 
Key  West,  May  22,  1860. 
{Via  Charleston.) 
For  His  Excellency  Zachary  Taylor. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  American  sttamer  "  Creole,"  of  New 
Orleans,  with  six  hundred  armed  men,  came  into  this  port  on  yesterday, 
chased  oy  the  Spanish  national  steamer  "Pizarro."  The  "  Crele"  left 
New  Orleans  on  the  7th  inst.,  in  company  with  a  barque  and  a  brig;  the 
three  having  on  board  six  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, destined  to  invade  the  island  of  Cuba.  After  getting  to  sea,  some- 
where on  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  the  men  shipped  on  board  the  ^^  Creole," 
and  she  steered  for  Cardenas,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba.  They  reached  their 
destination  at  3  o'clock,  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  mstant,  landed 
and  took  possession  of  the  town,  and  burned  the  governor's  palace,  taking 
him  a  prisoner,  after  a  battle  in  which  fifty  of  the  Spanish  troops  and  thirty 
of  the  invaders  were  killed.  The  expedition  reembarked  and  made  this 
port,  closely  pursued  by  the  armed  steamer  "  Pizarro."  As  soon  as  the 
^^  Creole"  came  into  port,  I  sent  on  board  an  officer  and  seized  her  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  a  violation  of  law.  We  now  have  on  this 
island  six  hundred  armed  men,  and  are  without  any  military  or  naval  force 
to  protect  our  citizens  in  the  event  of  any  outrages  being  committed 

I  have  some  reason  to  think  this  island  was  intended  as  one  of  their 
depots.  Its  proximity  to  Cuba  makes  it  very  desirable  in  this  point  of 
view. 

Your  Excellency  will  see  from  the  facts  here  stated,  how  very  desirable 
it  is  that  we  should  have  a  naval  force  on  this  station  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.  It  is  stated  by  the  commander  of  the  '^  Pizarro,"  that  he 
captured  the  bark  and  brig,  and  took  from  them  letters  and  communications 
giving  in  full  the  plans  of  the  expedition.  General  Lopez  was  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition.  He  is  here  at  this  time,  but  it  is  said  will  leave 
soon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  J.  DOUGLASS, 

Collector,  Key  West. 

Southern  District  of  New  York, 
U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office,  May  25th,  1850. 
Half-past  3,  p.  m. 
Sir  :  The  Spanish  Consul  is  in  my  office,  and  upon  an  affidavit  made 
by  him>  I  have  just  issued  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  M.  T.  Tolon. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL, 
U.  S.  Attorney. 
P.S. — Will  the  President  authorize  me  to  act  under  the  8th  section,  in 
order  to  seize  and  detain  munitions  of  war  intended  to  be  used  in  aid  of 
the  Cuban  expedition  1 
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[Per  Telegraph  and  Mail.] 

[Copy.] 


Department  of  State, 
2Jbth  May,  1850. 


To  Henry  Williams,  Esq., 

17.  S.  District  Attorney y 

Savaimah,  Geo. 
Proceed  according  to  law  to  have  General  Lopez  arrested  for  a  violation  of 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  and  held  in  custody  until  he 
can  be  transferred  to  the  proper  district  for  trial. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Southern  District  of  New  York, 
U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 
JIfay  25a,  1850. 
Sir  :  Although  I  have  not  myself,  nor  has  any  other  oflScer  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  here,  been  able  to  fix  upon  any  individual  a  specific  charge 
of  criminality  under  the  act  of  April,  1818,  so  as  to  brine  him  before  a  cowt 
and  jury,  or  authorize  his  arrest,  I  have  nevertheless  deemed  it  to  be  my 
dutr  under  the  late  instructions  received  from  you,  to  lay  your  letter  and  ito 
enclosures  before  the  Grand  Jury,  now  in  session,  and  direct  their  attention 
to  our  laws  concerning  neutrality,  and  the  necessity'  for  their  strict  observance. 
This  was  done  on  Thursday  last,  during  the  absence  of  Judge  Betts  from 
the  city ;  but  on  his  return,  yesterday,  he  expressed  his  approval  of  the 
course  I  had  taken,  and  will  on  Monday  next,  make  a  specific  charge  to  the 
Grand  Jury,  as  to  their  duties  upon  this  whole  subject.     I  shall  issue  subpoe- 
nas to  lihe  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  Sun  newspaper,  and  all  persons 
making  themselves  known  in  this  atrocious  movement. 
With  the  highest  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL. 
U.  S.  Attorney. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Washington. 

Southern  District  of  New  York, 
U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 
May  25th,  1850. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  is  just  received,  and  I  have  sent  for 
the  Spanish  Consul  to  call  at  this  office  forthwith,  and  furnish  such  infor- 
mation as  may  enable  me  to  proceed  at  once  under  the  sixth  section  of  the 
Act  of  1818.    You  may  rely  upon  "  a  rigid  execution  of  the  law''  so  far  as 
it  can  be  executed  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PRESCOTT  HALL, 
U.  S.  Attomeji. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State,  tfc,  tfc,  tfc. 

P.  S.  Before  your  letter  was  received  I  had  addressed  a  communicatioD  to 
you  upon  this  subject  which  you  will  doubtless  receive  to-morrow. 
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(Copy.X 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  May  Zlst^  1850. 
To  RoBEET  B.  Campbell,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Sir  :  Your  despatches  of  the  21aft,  22d,  two  of  the  28th  February,  7th 
and  8th  of  March,  three  of  the  8th,  three  of  the  17th,  two  of  the  19th,  and 
27th  of  April,  8th,  16th,  17th,  19th,  and  22d  of  May,  1850,  have  been 
received. 

The  duties  devolving  upon  you  in  consequence  of  the  fate  of  the  hostile  ex- 
pedition against  Cuba,  will  require  the  exercise  of  all  the  prudence  and  finn- 
ness  which  you  can  conimand.  It  is  the  President's  determination  to  sustain 
the  honor  of  this  government  by  the  faithful  discharge  of  our  obligations 
towards  Spain.  For  this  purpose,  prosecutions  will  be  commenced  against 
any  persons  within  our  jurisdiction  who  may  have  been  concerned  in  the  ex- 
pedition contrary  to  the  existing  laws.  Whilst  actuated  by  this  spirit  of 
good  faiih  towards  our  neighbor,  however,  the  President  expects  that  the 
Spanish  authorities  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be  misled  by  exultation  or 
vengeance,  to  injure  in  their  persons  or  property  any  of  our  citizens  in  Cuba 
against  whom  no  probable  cause  of  proceeding  may  exist :  and  he  demands 
that  those  who  may  be  charged  with  guilt  shall  have  a  fair  trial.  A  different 
course  would  be  sure  to  rouse  a  feeling  in  this  country  which  might  defeat  the 
administration  of  justice  towards  such  persons  as  may  be  arrest^  for  offend- 
ing against  our  laws,  and,  indeed,  might  render  it  impracticable  to  prevent 
further  violations  of  those  liiws  to  an  extent  much  more  likely  to  result  in 
peril  to  Spanish  dominion  in  that  island. 

But  ahhoTOh  your  duties  will  be  at  once  arduous  and  delicate,  you  will 
bear  in  mina  that  they  must  be  such,  as  strictly  belong  to  the  consular 
character  under  the  law  of  nations.  The  Spanish  government  has  refused  to 
consider  your  functions  as  in  any  respect  diplomatic.  You  will,  however,  be 
vigilant  in  ascertaining  who  among  your  countrymen  in  your  consular  district 
are  charged  with  crimes  against  the  sovereignty  of  Spain.  You  will  see  that 
they  have  a  fair  trial,  and  if,  in  any  instance,  this  shall  be  refused,  you  will 
report  the  fact  to  the  Department,  in  order  that  the  Spanish  government  may 
be  held  accountable. 

Foreigners,  detected  on  board  an  American  vessel,  equipped  and  armed  for 
an  invasion  of  the  territory  of  a  friendly  nation,  cannot  be  allowed  to  use  our 
flag  as  a  fraud  to  conceal  their  purposes  or  to  protect  them  in  the  act  of 
invasion. 

It  is  true,  that  the  15th  article  of  our  treaty  with  Spain  of  1795,  de- 
clares, "  It  is  also  agreed  that  the  same  liberty  be  extended  to  persons  who 
are  on  board  a  free  ^ip,  so  that  although  they  be  enemies  to  either  party, 
they  shall  not  be  made  prisoners  or  taken  out  of  that  free  ship,  unless  they 
are  soldiers  and  in  actual  service  of  the  enemies."  This  stipulation  ex- 
pressly acknowledges  the  right  of  Spain  to  take  armed  enemies  out  of  United 
States  vessels,  tiasmuch,  however,  as  this  right  may  be  abused,  in  the 
event  of  any  abuse  of  that  character  coming  to  your  knowledge,  you  will  take 
suitable  steps  for  obtaining  redress. 

In  general,  the  protection  of  governments  is  due  to  those  only  who  owe 
them  allegiance.  If,  therefore,  any  persons,  not  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  been  arrested  upon  a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  the  ex- 
pedition, they  will  have  no  right  to  your  interposition  in  their  behalf. 
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There  maj,  indeed,  be  cases  in  which  hnmanity  might  require,  and  would 
warrant  Ihe  exertion  of  your  personal  good  offices  to  save  the  lives  of  indi- 
yiduiJs.  StiU  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  interfere,  even  to  this  extent, 
without  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success  ;  and  the  expediency  of  any  inter- 
ference will  demand  the  exercise  of  your  best  discretion. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,  ,  . 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 


JIfr.  Clayton  to  J.  Prescott  Hall. 

[ExtnMst] 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  May  26, 1850. 
Your  several  notes  of  yesterday's  date  were  received  to-day.  In  reply  to 
that  part  of  your  note  dated  yesterday,  at  8^  P.  M.,  I  am  dunected  to  state 
that  you  have  full  authority  from  the  President,  to  act  under  the  8th  section 
of  the  Act  of  20th  April  1818  in  order  to  seize  and  detain  munitions  of  war 
intended  to  be  used  in  aid  of  tiie  Cuban  expedition.  It  is  expected  by  the 
President  that  you  will  as  far  as  in  your  power  strictly  execute  the  law. 


(Copy.) — Per  Telegraph. 

Savannah,  May  26, 1850. 
Hon.  J.  M.  Clayton. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  Gen.  Lopez  was  yesterday  arrest- 
ed on  the  affidavit  of  the  Spanish  Vice-Consul.     He  demanded  an  examina- 
tion which  was  held  last  night  before  the  Dist.  Court  Judge*  by  whom  he 
was  discharged,  there  being  no  evidence  procurable  here  sufficient  to  commit. 
Gen.  Lopez^left  this  morning  for  Mobile  on  his  way  to  New  Orleans* 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  ob't.  servant, 

HENRY  WILLIAMS. 

U.  S.  Dist.  Attorney. 


By  Telegraph  and  Copy  by  Mail  also. 

Depa&tment  of  State, 
Washington,  May  27th,  1850. 
To  Logan  Hitnton,  Esq. 

United  States  District  Attorney ^  Jfeto  Orleans. 
Sir  :  Proceed  according  to  law  to  arrest  Oen.  Lopez  (if  he  appear  in  Ncir 
Orleans)  for  a  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't.  servant. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 
Same  mutatis  mutandis  To  Petbk  Hamilton,  Esq.  17.  S.  Attorney^  Mo- 
Kle^  Alabama. 

•  Judge  J.  C.  NicoU. 
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[TrenalitioiL] 

Legation  of  Spain  in  Washinoton, 
Washington,  27th  Jlfo^,  1850. 

In  spite  of  the  instmctiops,  that  have  been  given  to  the  district  attorney 
of  Savannah,  Georgia,  Narcisso  Lopez,  who  had  arrived  in  that  city,  after 
being  driven  away  from  the  port  of  Cardenas  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  pirati- 
cally invaded  in  the  midst  of  peace,  has  been  set  at  liberty,  and  has  gone 
either  to  Mobile  or  to  New  Orleans. 

Of  the  gan|(  of  adventorers  whom  he  commanded,  and  who  accompanied 
him  in  this  criminal  expedition,  a  great  number,  finding  Uiemselves  pursued 
by  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  her  Catliolic  Majesty,  have  gone  into  Key 
West>  (Cayo  Hueso)  on  boi^  the  American  steamer  ^^  Creoky^^  the  same  that 
carried  them  to  Cardenas,  from  New  Orleans.  However  unnecessary  it  may 
appear,  after  the  assurances  and  proofs  which  his  Excellency,  the  President  of 
the  Bopublic,  has  given  of  his  noble  determination,  to  respect  the  existing 
treaties  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  cannot  avoid 
calling  for  theen  forcement  of  the  law  of  April  20th,  1818,  both  against  the 
afiuresaid  Lopez  and  his  so-called  aide^de  campy  Yznaga,  and  the  rest  of 
ibe  pirates  who  are  at  Key  West  (Cayo  Hueso).  If  this  contempt  for  the 
laws  now  in  force— -for  the  proclamation  of  his  Excellency  the  President, — ^for 
morality,  and  for  the  law  of  nations,— -should  be  allowed  to  go  unpunished, 
there  would  be  no  guaranty  against  the  immediate  repetition  of  ui  act  which 
is  so  wicked,  and  which  has  been  attended  by  such  fatal  consequences.  The 
undersigned  renews  to  the  H<morable  Secretai^  of  State,  on  this  occasion 
the  assurances  of  his  exalted  and  most  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  A  CALDERON  DE  LA  BARCA. 

Tb£  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


Teeasvrt  Department, 
Solicitor's  Office, 
May  29thy  185G. 
Sir  :  It  mav  be  interesting  to  you  to  peruse  a  ktt^  received  to-day  fr  n 
the  District  Attorney  c^  Southern  Florida  in  regard  to  the  landing  in  tha 
]>i8trict  (tf  the  returned  invaders  of  Cuba,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  h<mor  to 
enclose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CLARK, 
Solicitor* 
Hoir.  J.  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State* 


(Cq)y.) 

Kzr  Vf  znty  May  22dylS50. 
Sib:  Yesterday,  the  21st  inst.,  the  steamer  Creole,  of  New  Orleans, 
Lewis,  master,  with  about  (600)  six  hundred  men  came  into  this  port  and 
wss  followed  in  a  few  minutes  by  the  Spamsh  Government  armed  steamer 
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Pizarro.  The  Creole  ran  into  the  wharf  and  the  men  landed  without  per- 
mit. They  reported  they  were  fVom  Cardenas,  Cuha,  where  they  had  mn/iid 
a  descent  under  the  command  of  General  Lopez,  at  daybreak,  on  the  19th. 
Took  prisoner  the  Lieut.[.G}ovemor  and  some  others,  and  fired  die  jail  aad 
public  buildings  ;  in  the  afternoon  they  were  attacked  by  the  Spanish  troq)S, 
and  after  a  hard  fight,  in  which  they  lost  several  men  in  killed  and  missing 
and  about  80  wounded,  they  retreated  to  the  steamer  and  ran  for  this  place 
closely  pursued  by  the  Pizarro*  The  Creole  has  a  register  dated  New  Or- 
leans on  the  4th  of  thb  present  May,  and  cleared  from  New  Orleans  for 
Chagres,  with  pasengers  and  provisions,  and  has  no  other  or  later  clearance 
from  any  port. 

The  coUector  immediately  seized  her  for  breach  of  the  revenue  laws,  snd 
claims  that  she  is  forfeited  under  several  statutes,  but  as  yet  has  not  fur- 
nished me  with  the  groimds,  but  among  others  ^^  The  steamer  is  of  about  366 
tons,  and  has  brought  nearly  six  hundred  passengers  from  a  foreign  port. 
She  was  fitted  out  with  the  intention  and  did  serve  to  carry  armed  men  to 
attack  a  nation  at  peace  with  the  United  States.  And  she  brought  over  (7) 
seven  negro  slaves,  whom  the  Spanish  Vice  Consul  has  claimed,  and  aflier  an 
examination  before  Judge  Marvin,  have  been  delivered  to  the  captain  of  the 
Pizarro,  to  be  returned  to  their  owners.  The  men  of  the  expedition  are  on 
the  Key,  armed,  and  appear  quiet.  But  they  greatly  outnumber  our 
population,  and  we  have  not  force  to  control  them.  I  however  propose  to 
proceed  against  thie  staff  and  field  officers  under  the  6th  section  of  the  Act 
of  20th  April,  1818.     8  vol.  Statutes  )ftt  large  page  449. 

I  am  so  hurried  that  I  cannot  give  as  full  a  report  or  as  accurate  a  one.as 
I  could  wish,  but  the  mail  closes  soon  and  I  must  send  this. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  HACKLEY, 
17.  S.  Dist.  Atty.y  S.  D.  of  Florida. 
Hon.  Solicitor  op  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Department  of  State, 
Washington,  1st  June^  1850. 
To  Robert  B.  Campbell,  Esq., 
United  States^  Consul^  Havana. 
Sir  :  From  various  sources  of  information,  I  conjecture  that  the  Spanuk 
authorities  in  Cuba,  in  their  excessive  zeal  to  punish  the  invaders  (^  tht' 
island,  and  all  connected  with  them,  while  flushed  with  victory,  may  possibl} 
forget  the  difference  between  crime  and  the  intention  to  commit  it,  and  wreal 
their  vengeance  on  American  citizens,  either  native  or  naturalized,  not  guiltj 
of  any  act  of  invasion  or  depredation  upon  Spanish  territory.     It  is  said  vA 
believed  here,  that  many  such  were  arrested  on  an  island  near  the  coast  of 
Yucatan,  called  Contoy,  within  the  territory  of  a  power  having  friendly  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States.     As  all  the  facts  are  not  in  our  possession,  tbe 
judgment  we  may  have  formed  of  the  capture,  abduction,  and  punishment  of 
these  men,  may  possibly  be  very  erroneous.     But  let  us  suppose  that  tke 
men  captured  on  the  Mexican  island  were  American  citizens,  and  had  ooeih 
pied  it  intending  to  invade  Cuba,  still,  I  cannot  recognise  the  right  of  the 
Spanish  authorities  to  hang,  garote,  or  shoot  them  for  that  intention.    There 
was  yet  a  locus  penitentise  ld*t  for  every  man  of  them,  and  they  mi^t  ha^ 
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returned  to  the  United  States,  guilty  indeed  of  a  vidation  of  the  laws  of  their 
own  country,  but  of  no  law,  that  I  am  aware  of,  under  which  Spain  could 
have  punished  them.  The  intention  to  commit  crime  is  not,  per  se^  crime* 
Some  overt  act  must  accompany  the  intent*  A  design  to  commit  murder  is 
not  murder,  nor  is  it,  without  some  attempt  to  carry  it  into  execution,  pun- 
Ldiable  by  the  laws  of  man,  however  guilty  the  offender  may  be  in  foro  con- 
sientiae,  and  by  the  ordinances  of  his  Creator*  The  President  means  to  claim 
for  the  American  occupants  of  the  Mexican  island,  that  they  were  not  guilty 
of  any  crime  for  which  by  the  laws  of  civiliaed  nations,  they  should  eoSea: 
death.  They  may  have  been,  and  probably  were,  guilty  of  crimes,  for  which 
Una  Government  ought  in  good  faith  to  punish  them  under  the  act  of  Cook- 
gress  of  ^e  20th  of  April,  1818.  But  supposing  the  facts  relating  to  their 
capture  to  be,  as  they  are  represented  to  us,  the  President  has  resolved  that 
the  Eagle  must  and  shall  protect  them  against  any  punishment,  but  that 
which  £e  tribunals  gI  their  own  nation  may  award.  Tell  the  Count  of  Al- 
ooy  to  send  them  home  to  encounter  a  punishment,  which,  if  tiiey  are  honor- 
able men,  will  be  worse  than  any  he  could  inflict,  in  the  indignant  frowne 
and  denunciations  of  good  men  in  their  own  country,  for  an  attempt  to  vio- 
late the  faith  and  honor  of  a  nation  which  holds  its  character  for  integ- 
rity of  more  value  and  higher  worth,  than  all  the  Antilles  together*  But 
warn  him  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  and  in  the  true  spirit  of  our  ancient 
treaty,  that  if  he  umustly  sheds  one  drop  of  American  blood,  at  this  exciting 
period,  it  may  cost  tne  two  countries  a  sanguinary  war. 

I  am  exceedbgly  anxious  to  ascertain  alllhe  facts  connected  with  the  cap- 
ture of  our  citizens  on  the  Mexican  island  and  their  fate*  Write  by  every 
possible  opportunity*  Keep  me  well  advised  of  everything  progressing  in 
Cuba. 

I  learn  this  morning  that  there  is  a  rumor  afloat  that  more  Americans 
(gome  say  thousands)  have  landed  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba* 

Bv  this  time  the  frigates  ^^  Congress"  smd  ^^  Saranac"  most  have  joined 
the  ^'  Albany"  and  ^^  Grermantown*"  They  ouj^t  to  be  able  to  protect  on: 
countrymen,  who  were  not  guilty  of  the  invasion* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obediettt  servant, 

JOHN  M*  CLAYTON. 


(Copy*) 

[CoofidentiaL] 

New  Orlkans,  May  6M,  1850. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your- 
esteemed  favor  of  the  22d  ultimo.,  and  am  glad  to  have  the  assurances  it 
contains,  althouf^  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  interference  of  Govern-, 
ment  wiU  avert  the  crisis  now  at  hand. 

It  is  not  my  province  to  give  the  names  uid  parties  concerned  in  making 
a  descent  upon  the  ^'  island  of  Cuba,"  but  it  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  a 
military  organization  has  been  effected  in  the  interior,  not  only  formidable  in 
number,  but  connections  ;  and  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  my  m'md,  as  to 
^le  favorable  result,  in  case  they  effect  a  landing,  which  is  not  improbable  or 
"  le. 
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T<m  who  kxMm  the  ohuracter  of  our  people  will  readily  understand  that  if 
they  are  once  fiiirly  committed  to  the  undertaking  of  emancipating  ^  Cuba" 
from  Spanish  mle — ^they  will  not  stop  to  caknilate  Chances  or  measure  Ihe 
dangers  of  the  enterprise. 

The  military  preparations  of  ^^  Cuba"  are  considerable ;  but  it  is  tiie  head 
and  not  the  arm  that  can  save  them,  and  in  this  respect  'they  are  most  la- 
mentably at  fault.  They  have  as  little  knowledge  of  the  character  of  our  peo* 
pie  and  our  institutions,  as  a  Choctaw  has  of  civilization,  besides  they  are 
vain  and  pretensions  to  ui  extreme. 

Believing  as  I  do  that  matters  are  too  far  precipitated  to  be  arrested,  or  to 
prevent  a  ^'  revolationary  struggle/'  I  hope  the  Gkwemment  will  feel  Ae 
importance  of  taking  a  speedy  OM^ision  as  to  its  policy,  and  send  a  strong 
^^  naval  force"  to  the  (3ulf  to  act  as  circumstances  mav  require. 

The  Captain-General  of  Cuba  has  authority  from  his  government  to  de- 
clare the  freedom  of  the  slaves  in  case  of  ^^  civil-- war."  Such  a  measure 
deeply  concerns  our  country  and  its  domestic  institutions,  and  I  most  respect- 
fUly  sug^^  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  notify  tiie  Spanidi  authoii- 
ties  that  if  carried  out,  it  would  call  for  your  interference. 

You  are  aware  of  mv  large  property  interests  in  Cuba,  and  may  very  nato- 
rally  suppose  I  am  unduly  sensitive  about  its  security,  and  that  my  ideas  of 
dttDger  are  exaggerated.  Without  claiming  any  exception  in  mv  own  favor  in 
this  respect,  I  must  however  add  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  me  hazards  d 
indting  action  on  vour  part,  without  dobg  so  with  a  full  and  perfect  knowledge 
of  facts.  I  theretore  repeat  and  without  reqervoHon  tiiat  the  organization  of 
force  which  has,  and  is  leaving  our  shores,  is  composed  of  numbers  and 
men  who  will  be  formidable  to  any  force  that  will  oppose  them,  and  tluit  with 
the  assistance  they  will  receive  from  the  natives  and  disaffected  troops— 
Spain  mil  inevitably  fmil  in  the  struggle. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  awell  upon  the  consequences  of  this  singular  and  extrs- 
Ofdinai^  movement,  and  its  influence  and  interference  with  our  pacific  rda- 
lions  with  Spain,  which  as  a  nation  are  as  Napoleon  said  of  the  Bomrboo, 
^^  They  never  ki^  anything,  or  forget  anything." 

I  have  written  to-day  to  my  fri^d  Gen.  Hamlton,  of  South  Carolina,  veiy 
fully  about  the  iliq>ortao(l  mattw  herein  referred  to,  and  requested  lum  to  see 
you  immecKately,  ais  I  am  satisfied  not  an  hour  should  be  lost  in  sending  • 
naval  f<Mroe  to  Havana. 

With  renewed  assurancee  of  my 

great  rq;ard  and  friendship, 

I  am  yours  truly, 

JAMES  ROBB, 
Obm.  Z«  Tatloe, 

Preiidemi  of  tka  Unitwd  States. 


(Copy.) 

New  OauAiii,  7th  Maj,  1850. 

P&K8IDKHT  Z.  TaYLOBj^ 

Washington. 

DsAii  $nL :  The  last  of  the  Cubans  leave  this  evenii^,  aocompaiiiad  Ifj 

Generals  Loi>ei,  Gonsalves^  &c.    They  expect  to  land  on  the  island  withka 

week  from  this  time.    Theur  rendeivous  is  not  at  Chagres,  but  waA  neanr 

the  island.    The  nnmb«r  and  kind  o£  the  foioe  render  their  raooess  h«Mr 
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probable  if  ihej  eflfeot  a  landing.  The  whole  foree  is  represented  to  be 
10,000  men^  but  this  is  doubtless  exaggerated ;  it  is  probably  between  6  and 
8,000  of  the  very  best  kind  of  material,  all  procured  and  organised  in  the  in- 
terior. It  is  well  known  the  Spanish  Oovemment  has  ordered  the  freedom 
of  the  slaves  to  be  declared  if  any  such  revolutionary  movement  had  a  pros- 
pect of  success.  It  is  entirely  too  late  to  prevent  the  attempt  even  if  the 
government  had  the  legal  power  to  do  so,  but  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  a  large  naval  force  should  be  present  to  protect  American  interest,  and 
I  should  £ink  self-preservation  would  authorise  us  to  interfere  to  prevent 
such  an  ultra  measure  by  the  local  authorities  as  a  general  emancipation. 

You  will  probably  receive  exciting  accounts  in  a  few  days  after  tius 
reaches  you. 

With  great  req[>ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  HODGE. 


Wae  Depaetment, 
Washiwotok,  May  80M,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  subnut  herewith  copies  of  papers  oontaiiung  aU 
the  information  in  tiiis  Department,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  ^  respectinc 
all  alleged  revolutionaiy  movement  in  the  island  of  Cuba,"  as  well  as  ^  au 
conesi^ndenoe  and  orders  relative  thereto,"  as  required  by  the  reeolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obed^t  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWPORDj 

Acretery  rf  War. 
To  tke  Prtiidemi  </  Me  Umitd  Skde9. 


(Copy.) 
Head  Quarters,  Western  Division, 
East  Pascaooula,  Miss.,  July  81, 1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  &e  honor  to  report,  that  six  hundred  (600)  men,  raised  in 
New  Orleans,  landed  to-day,  near  the  lig^t-house,  cm  Round  Iskmdj  three 
miles  from  this  place ;  they  are  unarmed,  and  encamped  under  their  com^ 
manderj  CoUmel  White. 

I  have  been  told  by  Col.  White,  that  it  is  a  party  of  emignmts,  destined 
to  California ;  and  large  as  is  the  body  of  men,  I  should  have  ^ven  the  sub- 
ject no  consideration,  but  for  the  popidar  belief,  that  an  expedition  is  being 
fitted  out  in  the  soutnwest  and  west,  for  the  invastoa  of  Cuba>  or  to  revolu- 
tkmixe  the  Mexican  States  of  the  Siere  Madre. 

Rumor  here  and  in  the  oity  of  New  Orleans,  points  to  this  body  of  600,  as 
•  pcnrtion  of  the  band  to  be  so  employed,  and  which  is'  to  receive  huge  rdn- 
forcem^ts  from  the  western  States. 

The  instructions  of  Governor  Marcy,  late  Secretary  of  War  to  Mi^or- 
General  Taylor,  dated  80th  April— August  7,  ;1848,  are  before  me ;  hut 
theee  do  not  seem  to  req[uire  my  inteilerence  with  bodies  of  citiiens,  however 
lane,  on  mere  rumor  or  suspicion,  attending  their  movements. 

I  tlierefore  thou^t  it  necessary  to  report  the  facts  as  they  presented  them-f 
celYea,  and  the  reasons  for  doubts,  as  to  the  object  of  this  party.  ^        .    ' 

Siurald  any  movemmt  more  decided  take  place,  you  will  he  instantly  iv 
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formed ;  and  should  any  action  on  my  part  be  required  by  the  Department,  I 
request  my  instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E-  TWIGGS, 
BrevL  Maj.-Gen.  U.  S.  A. 
To  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Crawford, 
Secretary  of  War^ 

Washington,  D.  C. 
P.S.  Should  force  be  required,  the  squadron,  now  understood  to  be  ii 
Pensacola  harbor,  would  be  effective. 


(Circular^ 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washingtm^  August  24^A,  1849. 
Sir  :  In  order  to  execute  the  laws  and  more  effectually  to  enforce  the 
President's  Proclamation  of  the  11th  instant  based  thereon,  the  Secretart 
of  War  directs,  that  in  concert  with  the  civil  authority  you  will  take  audi 
measures  as  may  be  requisite  and  proper  within  the  range  of  your  con- 
mand,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  carrying  on  any  military  expedi- 
tion or  enterpnse  from  the  territories  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  bj 
any  persons  within  the  same,  *^  against  the  territories  or  dominions  of  any 
foreign  Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with  whom 
the  United  States  are  at  peace.'' 

In  order  to  the  due  execution  of  these  instructions  you  will  communi- 
cate with  the  United  States  District  Attorney ;  and  when  called  on  bj 
him,  or  such  other  person  as  the  President  shall  have  empowered  for  the 
purpose,  you  will  employ  the  force  under  your  command  to  aid  in  en- 
forcing  the  said  Proclamation  of  August  11,  1849. 

Respectfully, 

R.  JONES, 
Mjutant'  Generals 
Addressed  to 
Col.  J.  B.  Crane,  1^/  Artillery^ 

Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y. ; 
Brevet  Lt.  Col.  L.  B.  Webster,  1st  Artillery^ 

Fort  MiflBin,  Pa. ; 
Major  L.  Whiting,  1st  Artillery^ 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  ; 
Brevet  Brioadier-Oeneral  T.  Childs,  1st  ArtUkry^ 

Fort  McHenry,  .Md. ; 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  J.  Bankhead,  U  ArtUkryf 

Fort  Monroe,  Va. ; 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  Ewing,  2d  Artillery^ 

Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C. ; 
Brevet  Major  A.  Lowd,  2d  Artillery y 

Savannah,  Ga. ; 
Br'-vet  Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  2d  ArtUleryy 
Fort  Marion,  Fla. ; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


68  [57] 


Bbetet  Capt.  J.  ScAssiTTi  CoTps  Engtnecrsj 

Fort  Morgan,  Alabama ; 
Brevet  Col.  J.  L.  Gardner,  4ih  Artillery , 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.  5 

GOMMAKDING  OFFICER  AT  PaSCAGOULA,  MiSS.  ; 

Commanding  Officer  at  New  Orleans  Station,  La. 


Navy  Department, 

May  25tA,  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  copies  of  all  cor- 
respondence and  orders  relative  to  an  alleged  revolutionary  movement  in 
the  Island  of  Cuba  prepared  from  the  files  and  records  of  this  Department^ 
aad  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  under 
date  of  May  23,  1850. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD   PRESTON. 
To  THE  President. 


[Telef^raph.] 

Navy  Department, 
May  15M,  1850. 

CoBfMODORE  J.  D.  SlOAT, 

Commandant  J^Tavy  Yardj 

Portsmouth,  Va. 
Prepare  the  U.  S.  steamer  Saranac,  for  immediate  service.      Sailing 
instructions  will  be  sent  by  mail. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 


[Telegraph.] 

Navy  Department, 
'  3fayl5^,  1850.    ' 

Commodore  John  Downeb, 
Commandant  J^Tavy  Yardj 

Charleston,  Mass. 
Report  by  telegraph  the  arrival  at  Boston  of  the  "  Albany/*    Prepare 
iter  for  immediate  service ;  sailing  instructions  will  be  sent  by  mail. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 


(Copy.) 

Navy  Department, 
May  ibth,  1850. 
Sir:  The  confidential  instructions,  in  relation  to  which,  I  conferred 
'virith  you  this  morning,  are  being  prepared,  and  will  be  despatched  by  to- 
morrow's mail. 

As  there  is  no  vessel  of  the  Home  Squadron  within  your  reach,  I  havi 
not  deemed  it  necessary  to  order  you  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of  action 
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and  fNirticuIarl^  as  the  condition  of  joar  fiimily  ia  aaeh  aa  to  render  it  loae- 
what  inconvenient  to  you. 
The  Saranac  will  proceed  forthwith. 

I  am  very  respectfally,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Commodore  F.  A.  Parkbb, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


(Copy.) 
[Confidentkl.] 

Natt  Depa«tm«iit, 
May  l&ihy  i860. 

Sis:  Thou^  the  gavemment  has  no  precise  information,  yet  it  has 
been  informed  from  sources  entitled  to  great  respect  and  consideration  that 
a  military  organization  has  been  effected  in  the  interior  of  the  United 
States,  formidable  both  in  numbers  and  from  the  character  of  those  en- 
^ged  in  it,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Island  ot  Cuba  and  of  revcdu* 
tionizing  the  government.  This  force  is  represented  to  consist  of  between 
six  and  ten  thousand  troops  of  the  best  kind  and  material  to  render  the 
assault  formidable,  and  as  it  is  believed,  is  sufficient,  with  other  means  and 
resources  at  command,  to  emancipate  Cuba  from  Spanish  rule.  Large 
numbers  of  those  engaged  in  the  enterprise  departed  as  it  is  alleged  from 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  accompanied  by  Generals  Lopez,  Gonzales,  and 
others.  It  is  represented  that  they  expect  to  effect  a  landing  upon  the 
island  about  this  time.  All  accounts  concur  in  representing  that  it  is  a 
military  expedition  or  enterprise  begun  and  set  on  foot  within  the  territory 
or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against 
the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  government  of  Spain. 

Any  such  invasion  of  that  island  is  in  violation  of  our  obligations  o 
neutrality  to  the  government  of  Spain. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  respect  the  rights  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  and  of  the  government  of  Spain,  and  "  oo  person 
is  permitted  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  be- 

Jin  or  to  set  on  foot  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  military  expe- 
ition  or  enterprise  to  be  carried  on  from^  thence  against  the  temtory  o 
any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people.'' 

You  are  therefore  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  re* 
pair,  forthwith,  with  the  United  States  steamer  "  Saranac,^'  under  your  com- 
mand, to  the  port  of  Havana  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  vigilantly  and 
actively  observe  the  movements  and  operations  of  all  vessels  approacbiog 
the  harbor  of  Havana  or  the  Island  of  Cuba  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  any  military  expedition  or  enterprise  has  been  began  or  set  on 
foot,  or  any  means  provided  to  be  carried  on  Irom  the  United  States  against 
the  territory  or  dominions  of  Spain. 

Should  you  ascertain  that  such  hostile  movement  is  on  foot  and  is  pro- 
ceeding against  the  island  of  Cuba,  yoo  will  use  all  proper  means  in  your 
^wer  to  prevent  a  landing  or  the  carrying  out  such  expedition  or  enter- 
prise, so  as  to  avert  and  prevent  the  violation  of  oor  obligations  of  amity 
and  peace  with  Spain. 

Should  the  expedition  have  effected  a  landing  and  a  revolution  be  in 
progress,  you  will  prevent  the  landing  of  any  rein&rcement  or  of  any  > 
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or  proyisioni,  under  the  American  flag*  To  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  may  be  there  in  the  prosecution  of  their  peaceful  and  lawful 
pursuits  and  who  may  apprehend  danger  either  to  their  persons  or  property, 
you  will  extend  the  protection  and  aid  to  which  they  are  entitled  as 
American  citizens. 

An  order  has  been  given  to  Commodore  Parker  to  despatch  such  of  the 
vessels  of  the  Home  Squadron  to  cooperate  with  you  in  the  fulfilment  of 
this  order  as  may  be  within  his  reach. 

Should  you  upon  your  arrival  at  Havana  ascertain  satisfactorily  that  no 
such  expedition  is  on  foot,  you  will  return  to  the  harbor  of  Norfolk  and 
report  to  the  Department,  in  the  mean  time  keeping  it  fully  informed  of  al 
occurrences  connected  with  the  dutv  herein  assigned  to  you. 

The  service  to  which  you  are  ordered  is  one  of  ereat  delicacy  and  im* 
portance.    The  Department  relies  upon  your  prudence,  your  discretion, 
and  your  decision,  tor  the  successful  accomplishment  of  all  its  objects. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

Captain  Josiah  Tattnall, 

Commandani  U.  S.  SUoamer  <<  Saranacj" 
Norfolk,  Va. 

(Copy.) 

[Confidential.] 

Natt  Department, 

May  ISthj  1860. 

Sim :  Thou^  the  government  has  no  precise  information,  yet  it  has  been 
informed  from  souces  entitled  to  great  respect  and  consideration,  that  a  mili- 
tary organization  has  been  effected  in  the  interior  of  the  United  States,  for- 
midable both  in  numbers  and  from  the  character  of  those  engaged  in  it,  for 
the  purpose  of  attacking  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  of  revolutionizing  the  govern- 
ment. This  force  is  represented  to  consist  of  between  six  and  ten  thousand 
troops,  of  the  best  kind  and  material  to  render  the  assult  formidable,  and,  as 
it  is  believed,  is  sufficient  with  other  means  and  resources  at/ command,  to 
emancipate  Cuba  from  Spanish  rule.  Large  numbers  of  those  engaged  in 
the  enterprise  departed,  as  it  is  alleged,  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans  ac- 
companied by  Generals  Lopez,  Gronzales  and  others.  It  is  represented  that 
tiiey  expect  to  effect  a  landing  upon  the  island  about  this  time.  All  accounts 
concur  in  representing  that  it  is  a  military  expedition  or  enterprise  begun 
and  set  on  foot,  within  the  territory, Or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to 
be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the  island  of  Cuba  and  the  government  of 
Spain. 

Any  such  invasion  of  that  island  is  in  violation  of  our  obligations  of  neu- 
trality to  the  government  of  Spain. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  respect  the  rights  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Cuba  and  of  the  government  of  Spain,  and  ^^  no  person  is  per- 
mitted within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  begin  or 
set  on  foot  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  military  expedition  or 
enterprise  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the  territory  of  any  foreign 
prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people.'^ 

You  are  therefore  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  des- 
patch forthwith,  such  of  the  vessels  of  the  Home  Squadron  under  your  com- 
mand as  may  be  within  your  reach,  to  the  port  of  Havana,  in  the  island  of 
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Cuba,  where  they  will  vigilantly  and  actively,  in  cooperation  with  Captwn 
Tatnall  of  the  steamer  **  Saranac,"  observe  the  movements  and  operatiop  of 
all  vessels  approaching  the  harbor  of  Havana  or  the  island  d  Cuba,  for 
die  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  military  expedition  or  enterprise  has 
been  begun  or  set  on  foot,  or  any  means  provided,  to  be  carried  on  from  tiie 
United  States  against  the  territory  or  domains  of  Spain. 

Should  they  ascertain  that  such  hostile  movement  is  on  foot  and  is  proceed- 
ing against  the  island  of  Cuba,  they  will  use  all  proper  means  in  llieir  power 
to  prevent  a  landing  or  the  carrying  out  such  expedition  or  enterprise,  so  as 
to  avert  and  prevent  the  violation  of  our  obligations  of  amity  and  peace  with 
Spain. 

Should  the  expedition  from  the  United  States  have  effected  a  landing  and 
a  revolution  be  in  progress,  they  will  prevent  the  landing  of  any  reinforce- 
ment or  of  any  arms  or  provisions  under  the  American  flag. 

To  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  there  in  the  proBecntioD 
of  their  peaceful  and  lawful  pursuits  and  who  may  apprehend  danger  either 
to  their  person  or  property,  they  will  extend  the  protection  and  aid  to  whi(^ 
they  are  entitled  as  Ameriean  citizens. 

Should  they  upon  their  arrival  at  Havana  ascertain  satisfactorily  that  no 
such  expedition  is  on  foot,  they  will  return  to  the  Atlantic  States  to  prosecute 
the  future  orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Squadron,  in  the  mean 
time  keeping  the  Department  fully  informed  of  all  occurrences  in  connection 
with  duty  assigned  to  them. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 
Your  obH  servant. 
(Signed)  ,  W.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

Com.  F.  a.  Paeker, 
Cam.  Home  Squadron. 
Washington. 

(Copy.) 
[Confidential] 

Navy  Department, 

May  15,  1850. 

Sir  :  Though  the  government  has  no  precise  information,  ^et  it  has  been 
informed  from  sources  entitled  to  great  respect  and  consideration,  that  a  mili- 
tary organization  has  been  effected  in  the  interior  of  the  United  States,  for- 
midable both  in  numbers  and  from  the  character  of  those  engaged  in  it,  for 
the  purpose  of  attacking  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  revolutionizing  the  govern- 
ment. 

This  force  is  represented  to  consist  of  between  six  and  ten  thousand  troops, 
of  the  best  kind  and  material  to  render  the  assult  formidable  and  as  it  is  be- 
lieved is  sufficient  with  other  means  and  resources  at  command  to  emancipate 
Cuba  from  Spanish  rule.  Large  numbers  of  those  engaged  in  the  enter- 
prise departed,  as  it  is  alleged,  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans  accompanied  by 
Generals  Lopez,  Gonzales  and  others. 

It  is  represented  that  they  expect  to  effect  a  lending  upon  the  islaad  about 
this  time.  All  accounts  concur  in  representing  that  it  is  a  military  expedi- 
tion or  enterprise,  begun  and  set  on  foot  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the  island  of  Cuba, 
and  the  government  of  Spain.  Any  such  invasion  of  that  island,  is  in  viola- 
tion of  our  obligations  of  neutrality  to  the  government  of  Spain. 
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The  government  of  tlie  United  States  is  bpnnd  to  respect  the  rights  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Cuba  and  of  the  goTemment  of  Spain,  and  ^'  no  person  i.s  per- 
mitted within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  begin  or 
set  on  foot  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  military  expedition  or  en- 
terprise to  be  carried  from  thence  against  the  territory  of  any  foreign  prince 
or  state  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people." 

You  are  therefore  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
pair forthwith,  with  the  U.  S.  Sloop-of-War  "  Albany"  under  your  command* 
to  the  port  of  Havana  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  where  you  will  vigilantly  and 
actively,  in  co-operation  with  Captain  Tatnall  of  the  steamer  "  Saranac,"  ob-  • 
serve  the  movements  and  operations  of  all  vessels  approaching  the  harbor  of 
Havana  or  the  island  of  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  any 
military  expedition  or  enterprise  has  been  begun  or  set  on  foot  or  any  means 
provided,  to  be  carried  on.  from  the  United  States  against  the  territory  or  do- 
minions of  Spain. 

Should  you  ascertain  that  such  hostile  movement  is  on  foot  and  is  proceed- 
ing agamst  the  island  of  Cuba,  you  will  use  all  proper  means  in  your  power 
to  prevent  a  landing  or  the  carrying  out  such  expedition  or  enterprise,  so  as 
to  avert  and  prevent  the  violation  of  our  obligatios  of  amity  and  peace  with 
Spain. 

Should  the  expedition  from  the  United  States  have  effected  a  landir.<:;  and 
a  revolution  be  in  progress,  you  will  prevent  the  landing  of  any  reinforcement 
or  of  any  arms  or  provisions  under  the  American  flag. 

To  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  may  be  there  in  the  prosecnlion  of 
their  peaceful  and  lawful  pursuits,  and  who  may  apprehend  danger,  either  to 
their  persons  or  property,  you  will  extend  the  protection  and  aid  to  which  they 
are  entitled  as  American  citizens. 

Should  you  upon  your  arrival  at  Havana  ascertain  satisfactorily  that  no  such 
expedition  is  on  foot,  you  will  return  to  the  Atlantic  States  and  report  through 
the  department  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Home  Squadron,  in  the 
mean  time  keeping  the  Department  fully  informed  of  all  occurrences  connect- 
ed with  the  duty  herein  assigned  to  you. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 
Your  ob't  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

Com.  Victor  M.  Randolph, 
Com.  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War, 
Albany. 


(Confidentuil.) 


(Copy). 


^r 


Navy  Department, 
May  16th,  1850. 

Sir  :  Though  the  Government  has  no  precise  information,  yet  it  has  been 
informed  from  sources  entitled  to  great  respect  and  consideration  that  a 
military  organization  has  been  effected  in  the  interior  of  the  United  States, 
formidable  both  in  numbers  and  from  the  character  of  those  engaged  in  it, 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  island  ef  Cuba  and  of  revolutionizing  the 
government.  This  force  is  represented  to  consist  of  between  six  and  ten 
thousand  troops  of  the  best  kind  and  material  to  render  the  assault  formida- 
ble; and,  as  it  is  believed,  is  sufficient,  with  other  means  and  resources  at 
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command,  to  emancipate  Cuba  from  Spanish  rule.  Large  numbers  of  tl^ose 
engaged  in  the  enterprise  departed,  as  it  is  alleged,  from  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  accompanied  by  Generals  Lopez,  Gonzales  and  others.  It  is  re- 
presented that  they  expect  to  effect  a  landing  upon  the  island  about  this 
time.  All  accounts  concur  in  representing  that  it  is  a  military  expedition 
or  enterprise  begun  and  set  on  foot  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the  island  of  Cuba 
and  the  government  of  Spain. 

Any  such  invasion  of  that  island  is  in  violation  of  our  obligations  of  neu- 
trality to  the  government  of  Spain. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  respect  the  rights  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  and  of  the  government  of  Spain,  and  ^^  no  person  is 
permitted  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  begin, 
or  to  set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  military  expedi- 
tion or  enterprise,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the. territory  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people." 

You  are  therefore  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  repur 
forthwith,  with  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Germantown,  under  your  command, 
to  the  port  of  Havana  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  where  you  will  vigilantly  and 
activelv,  in  co-operation  with  Captain  Tatnall  of  the  steamer  Saranac,  ob- 
serve the  nK>vement8  and  operations  of  all  vessels  approaching  the  harbor 
of  Havana,  or  the  island  of  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
any  militarjr  expedition  or  enterprise  has  been  begun,  or  set  on  foot,  or  any 
means  provided,  to  be  carried  on  from  the  United  States  against  the  territo- 
i:y  or  domains  of  Spain. 

Should  you  ascertain  that  such  hostile  movement  is  on  foot,  and  is  pro- 
ceeding against  the  island  of  Cuba  ;  you  will  use  all  proper  means  in  your 
power  to  prevent  a  landing,  or  the  carrjring  out  such  expedition  or  ente^ 
prise,  so  as  to  avert  and  prevent  the  violation  of  our  obligations  of  amity 
and  peace  with  Spain. 

Should  the  expedition  from  the  United  States  have  effected  a  landing, 
and  a  revolution  be  in  progress,  you  will  prevent  the  landiuj?  of  any  rein- 
forcement, or  of  any  arms  or  provisions  under  the  American  nag. 

To  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  there  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  peaceful  and  lawful  pursuits,  and  who  may  apprehend  danger  either 
to  their  persons  or  property,  you  will  extend  tne  protection  and  aid  to 
which  they  are  entitled  as  American  citizens. 

Should  you,  upon  your  arrival  at  Havana,  ascertain  satisfactorily  that  no 
such  expedition  is  on  foot,  you  will  return  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and  re- 
port through  the  Department  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  home  squad- 
ron, in  the  mean  time  keeping  the  Department  fully  informed  of  all  occur' 
rences  in  connection  with  the  duty  herein  assigned  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

Commander  Chas.  Lowndes, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Germantown^ 
Pensacola,  Fla. 
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(Copy.) 
(Coo&fentkL) 

Navy  Department, 
May  16^,  1850. 
Sir  :  Though  the  goTernment  has  no  precise  information,  yet  it  has  been 
informed  from  sources  entitled  to  great  respect  and  consideration!  that  a 
military  organization  has  been  effected  in  the  interior  of  the  United  States, 
formidable  both  in  number  and  from  the  character  of  those  engaged  in  it^ 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  of  reyolutionizinir  the 

S»vernment.  This  force  is  represented  to  consist  of  between  six  and  ten 
ousand  troops,  of  the  best  kind  and  material,  to  render  the  assault  formi- 
dable ;  and,  as  it  is  believed,  is  sufficient,  with  other  means  and  resources 
at  command,  to  emancipate  Cuba  from  Spanish  rule.  Large  numbers  of 
those  engaged  in  the  enterprise  departed,  as  it  is  alleged,  from  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  accompaniea  by  Generals  Lopez,  Gonzales,  and  others  It 
is  represented  that  they  expect  to  effect  a  landing  upon  the  island  about 
this  time.  All  accounts  concur  in  representing  that  it  is  a  military  expedi* 
tion  or  enterprise,  begun  and  set  on  foot  within  the  territory  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the  island 
of  Cuba  and  the  government  of  Spain. 

Any  such  invasion  of  that  island  is  in  violation  of  our  obligations  of  neu* 
trality  to  the  government  of  Spain. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  respect  the  rights  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  and  of  the  government  of  Spain ;  and  *^  no  person 
is  permitted,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  be- 
gin, or  to  set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  anv  military  ex- 
pedition or  enterprise  to  be  carried  on  from  thence,  against  the  territory  of 
any  foreign. prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people." 

Vou  are  therefore  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  repair 
forthwith,  with  the  U.  S.  steamer  Vixen,  under  Your  command,  to  the  port 
of  Havana  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  where  you  will  vigilantly  and  actively,  in 
co-operation  with  Captain  Tatnall,  of  the  steamer  Saranac,  observe  the 
movements  and  operations  of  all  vessels  approaching  the  harbor  of  Havana 
or  the  island  of  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  military 
expedition  or  enterprise  has  been  begun  or  set  on  foot,  or  any  means  pro- 
vided, to  be  carried  from  the  United  States  against  the  territory  or  domains 
of  Spain. 

Should  you  ascertain  that  such  hostile  movement  is  on  foot,  and  is  pro- 
ceeding against  the  island  of  Cuba,  you  will  use  all  proper  means  in  your 
power  to  prevent  a  landing,  or  the  carrying  out  such  expedition  or  enter- 
prise, so  as  to  avert  and  prevent  the  violation  of  our  obligations  of  amity 
and  peace  with  Spain. 

Should  the  expedition  from  the  United  States  have  effected  a  landing, 
and  a  revolution  be  in  progress,  you  will  prevent  the  landing  of  any  rein- 
forcement, or  of  any  arms  or  provisions  under  the  American  flag. 

To  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  be  there  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  peaceful  and  lawful  pursuits,  and  who  may  apprehend  danger  either 
to  their  persons  or  property,  you  will  extend  the  protection  and  aid  to 
which  they  are  entitled  as  American  citizens. 

Should  you,  upon  your  arrival  at  Havana,  ascertain  satisfactorily  that  no 
such  expedition  is  on  foot,  you  will  return  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and  re- 
port through  the  Department  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  home  squad- 
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ron,  in  the  mean  time  keeping  the  Department  fully  informed  of  all  occur- 
rences in  connection  with  the  duty  herein  assigned  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

(Signed)  WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

Lieut.  James  H.  Ward, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Vixen^ 
Pensacola^  Fla. 


[Confidential.] 


(Copy.) 


Navy  Department, 

May  nth,  1850. 
Sir:  By  a  despatch,  received  this  morning  from  Commander  Randolph, 
of  the  Albany,  I  am  informed  that  that  vessel,  together  with  the  German- 
town  and  Vixen,  was  at  Port  au  Prince,  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  on 
the  29th  ult.,  and  that  he  proposed  leaving  that  port  for  Havana,  when  his 
appearance  at  Port  au  Prince  was  no  longer  necessary  to  carry  out  certain 
orders. 

It  is  therefore  probable  that  you  may  find  those  vessels  at  Havana,  on 
your  arrival  there.  Orders,  similar  to  those  given  to  you  on  the  15th  inst., 
have  been  despatched  to  Pensacola,  expecting  they  would  be  there. 
Should  you  fall  in  with  either,  or  all  of  those  vessels,  or  have  it  in  your 
power  to  communicate  with  them,  you  will  require  them  to  cooperate  with 
you  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  the  15th  instant. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Captain  Josiah  Tattnall, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Saranacy 
Aquin  Creekj  Va. 

(Copy.) 
[Confidential.]  (Duplicate.) 

Navy  Department. 
May  15M,  1850. 

Sir  :  Though  the  Government  has  no  precise  information,  yet  it  has 
been  informed,  from  sources  entitled  to  great  respect  and  ^consideration, 
that  a  militarv  organization  has  been  effected  in  the  interior  of  the  Unitea 
States,  formidable  both  in  numbers  and  from  the  character  of  those  engaged 
in  it,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  island  of  Cuba  and  of  revolutionizing 
the  government.  This  force  is  represented  to  consist  of  between  six  and 
ten  thousand  troops  of  the  best  kind  and  material  to  render  the  assault 
formidable,  and,  as  it  is  believed,  is  sufficient,  with  other  means  and  re- 
sources at  command,  to  emancipate  Cuba  from  Spanish  rule.  Iiar^e  num- 
bers ef  those  engaged  in  the  enterprise  departed,  as  it  is  alleged,  from  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  accompanied  by  generals  Lopez,  Gonzales,  and 
others.  It  is  represented  that  they  expect  to  effect  a  landing  upon  the 
island  about  this  time.  All  accounts  concur  in  representing  that  it  is  a 
military  expedition  or  enterprise,  begun  and  set  on  foot  within  the  territory 
or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against 
the  island  of  Cuba  and  the  government  of  Spain. 

Any  such  invasion  of  that  island^  is  in  violation  of  our  obligations  of 
neutrality  to  the  government  of  Spain. 
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The  ^overnmeot  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  respect  the  rights  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  and  of  the  government  of  Spain,  and  ^^  no  person 
is  permitted,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to 
b^n,  or  to  set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  military 
expedition  or  enterprise  to  oe  carried  ou  from  thence  against  the  territory 
of  any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people." 

You  are  therefore  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
repair  forthwith,  with  the  U.  S.  steamer  "  Saranac,'^  under  your  command, 
to  the  port  of  Havana  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  vigilantly  and  actively 
obserye  the  movements  and  operations  of  all  vessels  approaching  the  har- 
bor of  Havana  or  the  island  of  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whe- 
ther any  military  expedition  or  enterprise  has  been  begun  or  set  on  foot, 
or  any  means  provided,  to  be  carried  on  from  the  United  States  against  the 
territory  or  dominions  of  Spain. 

Should  you  ascertain  that  such  hostile  movement  is  on  foot  and  is  pro- 
ceeding against  the  island  of  Cuba,  you  will  use  all  proper  means  in  your 
power  to  prevent  a  landing  or  the  carrying  out  such  expedition  or  enter- 
prise, so  as  to  avert  apd  prevent  the  violation  of  our  obligations  of  amity 
and  peace  with  Spain. 

Should  the  expedition  have  effected  a  landing  and  a  revolution  be  in 
progress,  you  will  prevent  tbe  landing  of  any  reinforcement,  or  of  any 
arms  or  provisions,  under  the  American  flag.  To  the  citizens  of  theUnited 
States  who  may  be  there  in  the  prosecution  of  their  peaceful  and  lawful 
pursuits,  and  who  may  apprehend  danger  either  to  their  persons  or  pro- 
perty, you  will  extend  the  protection  and  aid  to  which  they  are  entitled 
as  American  citizens. 

An  order  has  been  given  to  Commodore  Parker,  to  despatch  such  of  the 
vessels  of  the  Home  S(]uadron,  to  cooperate  with  you  in  the  fulfilment  of 
this  order,  as  may  be  within  bis  reach. 

Should  you,  upon  your  arrival  at  Havana,  ascertain  satisfactorily  that  no 
such  expedition  is  on  foot,  you  will  return  to  the  harbor  of  Norfolk,  and 
repoiCt  to  the  Department ;  in  the  meantime  keeping  it  fully  informed  of 
all  occurrences  connected  with  the  duty  herein  assigned  to  you. 

The  service  to  which  you  are  ordered  is  one  of  ereat  delicacy  and  im- 
portance.   The  Department  relies  upon  your  prudence,  your  discretion, 
and  your  decision,  for  the  suoeessful  accomplishment  of  all  its  objects. 
I  am%  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Captain  Josiah  Tattnall, 
Commanding  U.  S.  steamer  "  SaranaCy^^ 

JToffolk.  Va.  

(Copy.) 
[Con&kntiaL] 

Navt  Department,  May  llth,  1850. 
Sir  :  Thoush  the  Government  has  no  precise  information,  yet  it  has 
been  informed,  from  sources  entitled  to  great  respect  and  consideration, 
that  a  military  organization  has  been  effected  in  the  intefrior  of  the  United 
States,  formicfable  both  in  numbers  and  from  the  character  of  those  eng^aj^ 
ID  it,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  island  of  Cuba  and  of  revolutioni^tnff 
the  government.  This  force  is  represented  to  consist  of  between  six  and 
ten  thousand  troops  of  the  best  kind  and  material  to  render  the  assault 
formidable,  and,  as  it  is  believed,  is  sufficient,  with  other  means  and  re- 
sources at  command,  to  emancipate  Cuba  from  Spanish  ruTe.  rhf 
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bers  of  those  en^ged  in  the  enterprise  departed,  as  it  is  alleged,  from  the 
City  of  New  Orleans,  accompanied  by  generals  Lopex,  Gonzales,  and 
others.  It  is  represented  that  they  expect  to  effect  a  landing  upon  the 
island  about  this  time.  All  accounts  concur  in  representing  that  it  is  a 
military  expedition  or  enterprise,  begun  and  set  on  foot  within  the  territory 
or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  againit 
the  island  of  Cuba  and  the  government  of  Spain. 

Any  such  invasion  of  that  island,  is  in  violation  of  our  obligations  of 
neutrality  to  the  government  of  Spain. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  respect  the  rights  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  and  of  the  government  of  Spain,  and  ^^  no  person 
is  permitted,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to 
begin,  or  to  set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  military 
expedition  or  enterprise,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the  territory 
of  any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people." 

You  are  therefore  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
repair  forthwith,  with  the  U.  S.  frigate  ^'  Congress,"  under  your  command, 
to  the  port  of  Havana  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  vigilantly  and  actively 
observe  the  movements  and  operations  of  all  vessels  approaching  the  har- 
bor of  Havana,  or  the  island  of  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whe- 
ther any  military  expedition  or  enterprise  has  been  begun  or  set  on  fool, 
or  any  means  provided,  to  be  carried  on  from  the  United  States  against  the 
territory  or  dominions  of  Spain. 

Should  you  ascertain  that  such  hostile  movement  is  on  foot,  and  is  pro- 
ceeding against  the  island  of  Cuba,  you  will  use  all  proper  means  in  yoat 
power  to  prevent  a  landing,  or  thn  carrying  out  such  expedition  or  enter- 
prise, so  as  to  avert  and  prevent  the  violation  of  our  obligations  of  amity 
and  peace  with  Spain. 

Should  the  expedition  havcf  effected  a  landing  and  a  revolution  be  in 
progress,  jou  will  prevent  the  landing  of  any  reinforcement,  or  of  any  arms 
or  provisions,  under  the  American  flag.  To  the  citisens  of  the  United 
Staes  who  may  be  there  in  the  prosecution  of  their  peaceful  and  lawfal 
pursuits,  and  who  may  apprehend  danger  either  t6  their  persons  or  pro- 
perty, you  will  extend  the  protection  and  aid  to  which  they  are  entitled  as 
American  citizens. 

An  order  has  been  given  to  Commodore  Patter,  to  despatch  such  of  the 
vessels  of  the  Home  Squadron,  to  cooperate  with  you  in  the  fulfilment  of 
this  order,  as  may  be  within  his  reach. 

The  U.  S.  steamer  ^^  Saranac,"  Captain  Tattnall,  has  been  ordered  upon 
the  same  service. 

Should  you,  upon  your  arrival  at  Havana,  ascertain  satisfactorily  that  no 
such  expedition  is  on  foot,  you  will  proceed  in  the  execution  of  your 
satlif^t  inslractiaBS  for  the  coast  of  Brazil,  of  the  17th  April  ultimo.  In 
tlie  meantime,  you  will  keep  the  Department  fully  informed  of  all  occur- 
fences  connected  with  the  duty  herem  assigned  to  you. 

The  service  to  which  you  are  ordered  is  one  of  great  delicacy  and  na- 
^ortance*    The  Department  relies  upon  your  prudence,  jour  discretion 
aad  your  decision,  tor  the  successful  accomplishment  of  all  its  objects. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Captain  Isaac  McKeevee, 
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(Copy.) 

[TelegFHih,  via  Mobile.] 

Navy  Department, 
Capt.  John  T.  Newton,  May  16, 1860. 

Comdt.  Jfavy  Yardj 
Pensacola,  Fla. 
The  Gennantown  and  Vixen  are  to  be  prepared  for  immediate  service. 
Sailing  instructions  will  be  sent  by  mail. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 


[Washington  and  New  Orleans  Magnetic  Telegraph  Company.] 

The  following  commonioation  was  dispati^ed  from  Portamooth,  9  o'clock, 
—  minutes,  A.M.,  dated  Portsmouth  iTth  May,  I860. 

For  Hon.  W.  B.  Preston, 
The  Saranac  sailed  yesterday  at  6  o'clock,  for  Aquia  Creek. 

JNO.  D.  SLOAT. 


<Copy.) 
[Tdegiaph.] 

Naty  Department, 
May  17, 1860. 
Commander  H.  Y.  Puryiance, 

Comnuinding  Receiving  Vessd  OrUariOy 
Baltimore. 
The  Congress  is  reported  ready  to  receiYe  her  crew.    Send  all  the  recruits 
from  Baltimore  forthwith  to  Norfolk. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 


Navy  Department, 
May  IT,  1860. 
Com.  Da  Yin  Conner, 
Comdt.  JCavy  Yardi 
Philadelphia. 
The  Congress  is  reported  ready  to  receilf«e  her  cx^w.    S^d  all  the  recnati 
from  t^hilaoMphia  forthwith  to  Norfolk. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 


<CopyO 

[WaAfagton  tod  Kew  OiMm  MmgnMic  Te]^;n^  Ccinpan7<] 


Tliefolkiwing  cOmRiaikMitiM  was  •ditpa^elied  tarn  PeMrilm;^  V4Uv  10 
o'dock  84  minutes,  A.M.^  dated  Pai«Mieud^  Vk^  Mqr  «0tb^  1860^ 

For  Hon.  W.  B.  Preston, 

Sir:  The  ^^  Saranac"  has  not  yet  returned,  if  the  I)epartment  wish  it  Hie 
<<  Emineer"  can  be  diepatched  for  her. 

JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 
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[Per  Telegnpli.] 

Navy  Depaktment, 
Captain  W.  D.  Salter,  May  20,  1850. 

Comdt.  Jfavy  Yard, 
New  York. 
Tlie  Congress  is  reported  ready  for  her  crew.     Transfer  all  the  recraita  at 
New  York  to  Norfolk  forthwith. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 


(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Steamer  "  Saranac," 
Potomac  Riter,  JIfay  18«  1850. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  the  hanos  of  Mr. 
Welsh,  of  your  confidential  conuaunications  of  the  16th  and  17th  inst.,  in 
obedience  to  which  I  am  under  weigh  direct  for  my  destination* 
I  am,  sir,  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOSIAH  TATTNALL, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy. 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Steamer  ^^  Saranac," 
Off  Cape  Henry,  Jtfay  19,  1850- 
SiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  this  ship  at  sea.  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, I  should  have  deemed  a  delay  of  a  day  or  two  at  Norfolk  advisable, 
which,  however,  the  urgency  of  the  occasion  did  not  permit.  We  have  no 
gonncr,  boatswain  or  master,  (the  two  latter  being  sick)  and  Lieutenant  Carr 
is  absent.  We  have  no  chart  of  the  Bahamas  or  coast  of  Cuba,  but  what  is 
embraced  in  the  general  chart  of  the  United  States  on  a  very  small  scale. 
Our  chronometers  are  worthless,  being  those  left  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, by  the  ^^  Decatur."  We  have  no  Azimuth  compass,  and  indeed  no- 
thing of  any  kind  suitable  to  intricate  navigation — all  these  things  were  to 
have  been  furnished  me  at  Washington. 

I  shall  supply  myself,  if  possible,  from  our  ships,  when  I  fall  in  with  them. 
I  have  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal  on  board,  but  can  obtain  a  sup- 
ply at  Havana. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOSIAH  TATTNALL, 

Captc ' 


(Copy.) 

Commakdant's  Office, 
Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  2Qth  May,  1850. 
.  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  since  my  despatch 

Sttlegrai^  this  morning,  I  learn  frcnn  the  pilot,  that  he  left  the  ^^  Saranac" 
the  Capes  at  6  o'clock,  yesterday  (Sunday)  morning. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  D.  SLOAT, 

CammandatU 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Prestov, 

Secretary  of  the  JVovy,  Washington. 
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(Copy.) 

•  Commandant's  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Oospokt, 
21st  Mayy  1850. 
Sni :  I  have  the  honor  to  retarn  herewith  the  saiHng  directions  for  Captain 
Tattnall,'  commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  ^^  Saranac,"  that  ressel  having  gone 
to  sea  without  touching  here. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  D.  SLOAT, 

Commandant. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy^ 

Washington. 

(Copy.) 
[P«r  Telegntph.] 

»  Key  West,  May  21*f . 

Hon.  W.  B.  Preston^  Via  Charleston. 

Secretary  oj  Jfavy* 
Sir  :  The  American  steamer  Creole,  with  six  hundred  men  on  board,  this 
day  ran  into  Key  West,  having  landed  at  Cardenas  in  Cuba — was  chased 
into  port  by  the  Spanish  man-of-war  steamer  Pizarro — about  iSfteega  Ameri- 
cans were  left  on  ^ore,  having,  it  is  supposed,  gone  to  sleep  from  excessive 
fatigue.  The  people  of  the  Creole  made  fast  their  vessel  to  the  wharf,  and 
delivered  her  and  diemselves  over  to  the  civil  authorities.  The  Collector  has 
seized  \h&  Creole  for  violation  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  her  people  have  been 
assigned  to  the  vacant  U.  S.  Barracks  for  quarters.  Except  eighteen  men 
In  we  Petrel,  liiere  is  no  force  here  either  military  or  naval. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  ROGERS, 
lAeut.^Commanding^  (7.  5.  Jf. 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Schooner  Petrel, 
Key  West,  May  21,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  as  the  Petrel  under  my  command 
was  in  the  course  of  the  surveying  duty  entrusted  to  me,  standing  across 
the  Florida  reef,  near  the  West  Sambo,  off  this  harbor,  we  discovered  a 
Spanish  man-of-war  steamer  with  a  signal  flying  for  a  pilot,  and  another 
•teamer  in  the  distance  hull  down  inside  the  Keef. 

As  there  was  no  pilot  boat  in  sight  I  determined  to  send  our  own  pilot 
an  board,  to  bring  him  into  Key  West^  whither  I  presumed  he  wished 
to  go. 

When  the  steamer  came  near,  we  hove  to,  and  an  officer  from  the  Spanish 
man-of-war  steamer  Pizarro  came  alongside,  and  said  that  the  other  steamer 
was  a  pirate — ^that  a  party  from  her  of  600  men  had  landed  at  Car- 
denas in  Cuba,  and  Uucen,  robbed,  and  burnt  the  town — that  the  Oen- 
eral  on  board  wanted  a  pilot  to  take  the  said  pirate.  At  once  I  concluded 
diat  this  was  the  Amencan  expedition  to  revolutionize  Cuba  (of  which  I 
liad  seen  accounts  in  the  papers)  returning  frustrated. 

WXJ.   57—6  Digitized  by  Google 


C«7J 


66 


It  seemed  by  no  means  clear  to  me,  that  it  was  any  part  of  my  duty  to 
furnish  a  pilot  to  enable  a  foreign  man-of-war  to  take  American  citizens, 
in  American  waters,  and  under  the  An^erican  flag,  running  into  our  own 

Sort.  I  even  decided  that  if  an  opportunity  arose,  it  would  rather  be  mj 
uty  to  interpose  the  sides  of  the  Petrel  to  the  Spaniard's  fire  and  take 
possession  myself  of  the  American  steamer  to  be  delirered  over  for  legal 
action  to  the  authorities  having  jurisdiction  in  the  waters  where  she  was 
found.  , 

While  therefore  I  furnished  our  pilot  to  bring  the  Pizarro  into  Key 
West,  I  directed  him  on  account  of  the  quarantine  regulations  not  to  go  on 
board,  but  to  pilot  the  vessel  from  our  boat  (as  is  continually  done  in  for- 
eign ports)  and  to  take  her  nowhere  except  into  Key  West  that  she  might 
obtain  such  aid  from  the  United  States  civil  authorities  as  might  be  proper 
for  them  to  give. 

The  pilot  could  not  understand  Spanish,  nor  the  Spaniards  English.  He 
says  that  he  told  them  to  steer  N.  W.  and  that  they  kept  the  steamer  N.E. 
and  were  running  upon  a  shoal  with  9  feet  water  on  it.  He  and  they  be- 
came flurried  and,  finally,  our  boat  was  cast  off  and  came  alongside. 

I  then  went  on  board  myself  and  offered  to  pilot  the  Pizarro  into  Key 
West.  The  offer  was  refused  and  the  General  of  Marine  said  that  by  not 
furnishing  him  with  a  pilot  1  had  prevented  his  taking  a  pirate — that  aa 
officer  had  under  the  national  flag  assured  me  of  the  piratical  character  of 
the  vessel.  The  manner  of  the  General  was  highly  discourteous,  Tery 
naturally,  perhaps,  he  was  much  excited. 

As  I  was  coming  away,  the  General  sent  to  ask  the  name  of  the  vessel 
I  commanded.  I  replied  to  the  officer,  that  I  had  first  sent  a  pilot,  and 
they  not  understanding  him,  I  had  come  on  board  myself  to  pilot  his 
vessel ;  that  the  General  in  return,  had  not  been  entirely  civil,  and  that  he 
must  find  out  the  name  of  the  vessel  as  he  best  could. 

I  gave  the  messap^e  successively  to  two  officers,  each  of  whom  apparently 
hesitated  to  deliver  it ;  and  the  General,  who  I  think  heard  me,  came  him- 
self to  where  I  stood.  With  a  manner  changed  decidedly  for  the  better  he 
said  that  he  must  re|)ort  the  facts  to  my  government.  I  then  gave  my  owb 
name  in  writing  ana  that  of  the  Petrel. 

I  beg  leave  to  report  for  official  discourtesy  to  me  while  in  the  exccn- 
tion  of  a  civility  to  his  flag,  the  Spanish  General  of  Marine  on  board  the 
Pizarro. 

The  American  steamer  Creole  in  the  meanwhile  ran  into  Key  West 
made  fast  to  a  wharf  and  her  people  delivered  themselves  over  to  the  dtil 
authorities,  to  whom  I  offered  the  services  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
petrel  for  whatever  aid  we  could  furnish.  On  the  requisition  of  the  U.  S. 
Marshal  we  aided  him  to  take  possession  of  the  steamer. 

At  the  request  of  the  mayor  of  Key  West  I  seized  and  received  on  boaio 
for  safe  keeping  401  muskets  and  70  sabres. 

I  respectfully  trust  that  my  course  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  De- 
partment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)       JOHN  RODGERS, 
Lieut.  Commandmg^ 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Prestok, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy. 
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Natt  DiFAKTBneinr, 
May  30,  1860. 
Sib:  I  haye  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  copks  of  all  the  cor* 
reapondence  in  this  Department,  relatinf;  to  the  assemblage  of  persons  at 
Round  island,  called  for,  (as  is  understood,)  by  a  resolution  of  the  SenaW 
of  22d  January,  1850. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM,  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
The  Prbmdent. 


[Bbiedy  CoBidMrtkL] 

Navy  Depabtissnt, 
AnguH  9,  1849. 

Sir  :  Though  the  (}ovemiaent  has  no  precise  information,  yet  it  has 
been  informed  by  communication  from  Breyet  Major-General  Twiggy, 
^that  600  men  raised  in  New  Orleans  landed  on  the  31st  ulto.,  on  Round 
island,  three  miles  from  Pascaroula ;  that  they  are  unarmed  and  encamped 
mader  their  commander  Col.  White.''  General  Twiges  was  informed  by 
Col.  White,  ^^  that  it  was  a  party  of  emigrants  destined  to  California/' 
The  General  further  states,  ^^  that  large  as  was  the  body  of  men,  he  should 
haye  giyen  the  subject  no  coiisideration  but  for  the  popular  belief  that  an 
expedition  is  bein^  fitted  out  in  the  southwest  and  west  for  the  invasion  oi 
Cuba  or  to  reyolutionize  the  Mexican  states  of  the  Sierra  Madre.'*  ^^  Rumor 
here,''  fthe  General  remarks)  ^^  and  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  points  to 
this  body  of  600  men  as  a  portion  of  the  band  to  be  employed  and  which 
is  to  receiye  Idrge  reinforcements  from  the  western  states.'  Other  infor- 
mation less  authentic  has  been  furnished  in  which  it  is  alleged,  '^  that  Col. 
White  is  preparing  an  expedition  against  Cuba,  that  on  the  28th  ulto.,  he 
had  raised  40O  men  in  New  Orleans,  that  he  expected  to  raise  in  that  city 
in  all  800,  and  corresponding  numbers  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Balti- 
more, that  the  recruits  at  New  Orleans  are  to  be  drilled  at  Cat  Island,  from'- 
which  point  they  are  to  embark  in  the  steamer  Fanny  about  the  30th  or 
25th  instant  for  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  and  that  a  considerable  number  of 
the  military  in  Cuba  are  said  to  be  in  communication  with  diem."  <*  Colonel 
Biiscoe  of  New  Orieans,  and  Charles  C.  Campbell  are  to  be  officers  in  the 
expedition,"  '^that  Whiting  &  Co.,  of  New  Orleans  haye  $250,000  to 
forward  the  expedition." 

Any  such  inyasion  of  either  Cuba  or  Mexico  is  a  yiolation  of  omr  obli- 
gations of  neutrality,  as  we  are  at  peace  with  both  goyemments. 

The  United  States  are  bound  to  respect  the  rights  both  of  Spain  and  oi 
Mexico,  and  ^*  no  person  is  permitted  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  oi 
the  United  States  to  beein  or  to  set  on  foot  or  proyide  or  prepare  the  meana 
for  any  militaiy  expedition  or  enterprise  to  be  carried  on  from  thence 
a^^ainst  the  temtory  of  any  foreign  prtnee  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  dis^ 
tnct  or  people,  with  which  the  United  States  are  at  pcAce.'' 

You  are  therefore  directed  by  the  President  to  repair  forUvwitfa,  with  tfie 
foree  under  your  command,  to  the  yicinity  of  Cat  island  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  riyer,  and  cooperate  with  the  District  Attorney  of  th* 
United  States  and  the  Collector  ef  the  Customs  at  New  Orleans,  and  act 
in  concert  with  them,  ayailing  yourself  of  all  such  information  and  of  all 
each  means  as  they  may  haye  at  their  command,  and  yigilantly  and  actiyely 
obserye  the  moyements  and  operations  of  any  bands  or  assemblages  of 
people;  for  the  purpose  of  ascertainihg" whether  any  hostile  ^^^^^(fPh 
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peditioB  or  enterprise  is  begun  or  set  on  foot,  or  any  means  prorided  a^tsst 
the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  prince  or  state  or  any  colony,  district  or 
people,  with  whom  the  United  states  are  at  peace. 

Snould  yoQ  discover  and  ascertain  any  such  attempt  by  any  portion  of 
our  citizens,  to  invade  either  Cuba  or  Mexico,  you  will  employ  the  force 
under  your  command  to  prevent  it. 

If  you  should  receive  any  information,  or  discover  any  &ct  with  regard 
to  said  movements,  you  will  not  only  take  prompt  measures  to  arrest  it,  but 
you  will  give  early  notice  to  the  Department. 

Should  you  on  reaching  Cat  Island  and  its  vicinity  ascertain  that  a  hos- 
tile movement  is  on  foot  and  has  proceeded  against  the  Island  c^  Cuba, 
you  will  repair  with  the  force  und^r  your  command  to  that  island  and  use 
all  proper  means  in  your  power  by  preventing  their  landing,  so  as  to  avert 
and  prevent  the  violation  of  our  obligations  of  amity  and  peaee  with 
Spain. 

The  duty  asngned  to  you  may  become  highly  delicate  and  important. 
The  Department  relies  upon  your  prudence,  your  sa^city,  and  your  dis- 
cretion for  the  suoeessfiil  accomplishment  of  the  service  to  which  you  are 
ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  fcc., 

(Signed)  WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

CCWMODORS   FOXHALL  A.  PaBKEB, 

Commanding  U.  iSL  Horm  Squadron^  Pensacola,  Fa* 

(Copy.) 
Head  Qjuaetebs,  Westexk  Ditisioir, 
East  Pascagoula,  Miss.,  July  31,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  six  hundred  (600)  men,  raised  in 
New  Orleans,  landed  to-day  near  the  light-house  on  Round  island,  three 
miles  from  this  nlace  :  they  are  unarmed,  and  encamped  under  their  com- 
mander, Colonel  White. 

I  have  been  told  by  Ccdonel  White,  that  it  is  a  party  of  cmigfunt^ 
destined  to  California ;  and,  large  as  is  the  body  of  men,  I  should  have 

fiven  the  subject  no  consideration,  but  for  the  popular  belief  that  an  expe- 
ition  is  being  fitted  out  in  the  sonth-west  ana  west,  for  the  invasion  of 
Cuba,  or  to  revolutionize  the  Mexican  states  of  the  Sierra  Madre. 

Rumor,  here  and  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  points  to  this  bod^  of  600 
is  a  portion  of  iStte  band  to  be  so  employed,  amd  which  is  to  receive  )ai]ge 
reinforcements  from  the  western  states* 

The  instructions  of  Grovemor  Marcy,  late  Secretary  of  War,  to  Major- 
Gknenl  Taylor,  dated  30th  April,  —  August,  1848,  are  before  me  ;  but 
these  do  not  seem  to  require  my  interference  with  bodies  of  citizens  how- 
ever large,  on  mere  rumor  or  suspicion  attending  their  movements;  I 
therefore  thought  it  necessary  to  report  the  facts  as  they  presented  them^ 
selves,  and  the  reasons  for  doubts  as  to  the  object  of  this  party. 

Should  any  movement  more  decided  take  place,  you  will  be  instantly 
iftformed ;  and  should  any  action  on  my  part  be  required  by  the  Depait- 
asient,  I  request  my  instructions. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIOOS, 
.  Bvi.  Maj.  Qen.,  U.  &  A. 
To  the  Host.  GsonaE  Crawfobd, 
Sscrefory  of.  War,  WashingUm,  D.  C,  n         ^ 
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P.S. — Should  force  be  required,  the  squadnm,  now  understood  to  be  in 
Pensacola  harbor,  would  be  eflfective. 

(Copy.) 
I  have  information  which  is  entirely  reliable,  that  Colonel  White  is  pre- 
paring an  expedition  against  Cuba.  He  had  on  the  28th  ult.,  400  men, 
which  he  raised  in  a  day  or  two  at  the  Pelican,  New  Orleans;  and  expects 
to  raise  there  in  all  800 ;  and  corresponding  numbers  in  Boston,  New  York 
and  Baltimore.  The  recruits  at  New  Orleans  are  to  be  drilled  on  Cat 
island,  from  which  point  they  are  to  embark  in  the  steamer  Fanny,  about 
the  20th  or  25th  iost.,  for  the  south  side  of  Cuba.  A  considerable  number 
of  the  military  in  Cuba  are  said  to  be  tn  communication  with  them. 

My  informant  called  again  to-day.  He  has  received  another  letter  from 
New  Orleans.  The  company  which  had  been  raised  set  out  on  the  mom- 
ing  of  t£e  31st,  before  day-light,  to  some  place  on  the  lake  shore,  to  drilU 
Colonel  Briscoe,  of  New  Orleans,  and  Charles  C.  Campbell,  are  to  be 
officers  in  the  expedition.  Whiting  &  Co.  have  $260,000  on  hand  to  for* 
ward  the  expedition. 

August  9thy  1849. 
Hon.  Wh.  B.  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Dba&  Sir  :  I  have  penned  above  copies  of  my  two  notes  to  Mr.  Clayton, 
communicating  all  the  information  I  have  upon  the  subject. 

Respectfully  yours, 

T.  EWING. 


tStrietly  Confidential) 

Natt  Dbpartment, 
August  14,  1849. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  by  this  Department,  which  induces 
the  belief  that  a  body  of  our  citizens,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  has  begun  and  set  on  foot,  and  are  now  preparing  a  military  expe- 
dition or  enterprise,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  Cuba,  or  the 
Mexican  states  of  the  Sierra  Madre,  for  the  purpose  of  invading  or  revolu* 
tionizing  the  same.  An  order  was  issued  on  the  9th  inst.  to  Commodore 
Parker,  commanding  the  Home  Squadron,  directing  him  to  proceed  to  the 
point  at  which  the  Department  is  informed  a  force  is  probably  assembling, 
with  directions  to  arrest  and  suppress  anv  such  hostile  and  illegal  move- 
ment against  any  people  or  country  with  which  the  United  States  are  at 
peace. 

I  enclose  with  this  order,  a  copy  of  that  of  the  9th  inst.,  addressed  to 
Commodore  Parker ;  and  you  are  hereby  ordered  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  steamer  "  Alleghany,"  under 
your  command,  so  soon  as  she  is  in  readiness  for  service,  to  Cat  island  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  there  report  to  Commodore  F.  A. 
Parker,  for  further  instructions. 

On  your  way  to  join  Commodore  Parker,  you  will  vigilantly  and  ac- 
tively observe  the  movements  of  such  vessels  as  may  fall  in  your  way,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  such  hostile  movement  is  begun, 
or  set  on  foot,  or  in  progress  of  preparation,  against  the  territory  of  either 
Cuba,  Mexico,  or  any  other  country  with  which  the  United  States  are  at 
peace. 
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Should  yoa,  b^re  joiatag  Commodcnre  Paiker,  diseorer  and  deteet  aaj 
such  attempt,  you  will  use  all  proper  meass  in  your  power  to  ayett  and 
prevent  any  yiolation  of  our  laws  of  neutrality  or  treatj  stipulations;  and 
in  the  execution  of  this  order,  you  will  confine  yourself  to  the  instiuctions 
and  orders  of  the  9th  inst.,  addressed  to  Commodore  Parker. 

Purser  Slamm  will  remain  on  board  the  ^^  Alleghany/'  until  ber  return 
to  this  or  some  northern  port,  wb6n  the  transfer  of  his  accounts  will  be 
made.  Requimtions  for  the  wants  of  the  ^^  Alleghany  "  must  be  drawn  in 
the  usual  manner;  but  the  Department  expects  that  you  will  not  approye 
any  requisition  for  money  not  required  for  actual  expenditure. 

The  Department  relies  upon  your  prudence,  your  sagacity  and  yowr 
discretion,  for  the  successful  fulfilment  of  the  oraers  with  which  you  are 
entrusted. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Lieut.  W.  W.  HuNTBR, 
Commanding  U.  8.  steamer  *«  Alleghany,^' 

Potomac  river,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Copy.) 

[Coniideiitial.] 

Natt  Dbpaktmkiit, 
AuguH  14IA,  1849. 
Sir  :  The  Department  bas  entrusted  to  Lieutenant  Commandant  W.  W. 
Hunter,  confidential  instructions  which  require  his  early  departure  from 
Washin^on.  You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  expedite  the  preparation 
of  the  u .  S.  steamer  ^^  Alleshany,"  under  his  command,  and  render  every 
facility. to  accomplish  that  ol^ect. 

very  respectfully  youni,  &c., 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Captain  Charlbs  S.  McCaulby, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Jfawy  Yard,  IVashingtan, 

(Copy.) 

Natt  DEFAXTsncjrr, 
Jlugust  14,  1849. 
Sir  ;   Tbe  U.  S»  steamer  ^^  Alleghany,^  wider  the  command  of  Lieut 
W.  W.  Hunter,  has  been  directed  to  proceed  to  Cat  island  and  the  mootb 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  there  to  report  to  you,  for  further  inBtnictioss. 
This  additional  force  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  send  you,  in  con^ 
nection  with  the  confidential  instructions  to  your  address  under  date  of  tbe 
9th  inst.,  and  tou  will  be  pleased  to  detain  the  **  Alleghany "  no  longer 
«han  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  set  Jbrth  in  the 
order  of  the  9th  inst,  before  referred  tow 
She  will  return  to  Washington. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  &€., 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Commodore  F.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron, 

Off  Cat  island,  mouth  of  the  MiseissipfeL 
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(Strictly  ConfidentiaL) 

Navy  Dbpartmevt, 
August  2Utj  1849. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  forthwith^  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Germantown,  un- 
der your  command,  to  Havana  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  in  charge  of  despatches 
from  the  Department  of  State  and  from  the  Honorable  John  M.  Clayton, 
Secretary  of  that  Department,  directed  to  "  Robert  B.  Campbell,  Esq.,  IJ.  S. 
Consul,  Havana,  Cuba,"  and  there  deliver  the  said  despatches,  in  person, 
to  the  said  Consul. 

Enclosed  herewith  you  will  also  find  a  copy  of  a  confidential  order  from 
this  Department  to  Commodore  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  commanding  U.  S. 
home  squadron,  to  which  you  are  attached ;  and  ^ou  are  hereby  ordered 
and  directed,  after  the  delivery  of  the  before  mentioned  despatches,  to  re- 
join the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Parker,  if  you  are 
induced  to  believe  from  any  reliable  information  you  may  receive  that  he 
has,  under  his  confidential  order,  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  island 
of  Cuba  in  execution  thereof ;  and  in  the  absence  of  Commodore  Parker 
you  will  be  governed  by  the  instructions  ^ven  to  him,  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed,  except  so  far  as  by  said  instructions  he  is  required  to  proceed  to 
Cat  island  and  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

After  remaining  a  reasonable  time  at  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  receiving 
no  information  inducing  you  to  believe  that  a  military  expedition  is  in  pro- 

Sress  toward  that  island,  you  will  return  to  Boston,  in  execution  of  the  or- 
ers  already  given  by  Commodore  Parker,  or  such  other  orders  as  he  may 
give  to  you. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

Commander  Charles  Lowndes,  « 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Germantown, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Navy  Department, 
August  21st,  1849. 
Sir  :  The  enclosed  packet,  addressed  to  Commander  Charles  Lowndes, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  ship  Germantown,  you  will  be  i>leased  to  have  de- 
livered to  him  with  all  practicable  despatch.  His  services  with  the  vessel 
under  his  command  are  required  under  confidential  instructions ;  you  will 
therefore  be  pleased  to  facilitate  his  movements  by  afibrding  every  aid  in 
your  power  to  hasten  his  departure  from  Boston. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

Commodore  John  Downes, 

Commar^nt  U.  S,  Jfavy  Yardj 
Boston. 


•  (Copy.) 

(Confidential.) 

Navy  Department, 
August  23<f,  1849. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  yoa  will  receive  duplicate  of  confidential  in- 
structions addressed  to  you  on  the  9th  inst.  at  Pensacola. 

As  it  appears  from  your  last  despatch  that  you  sailed  from  Pensacola  be- 
fore those  instructions  reached  you,  viz.  on  the  15th  inst.,  you  will  proceed 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


[9r\ 


7» 


forthwith,  on  receipt  of  this  order,  to  carry  into  effect  the  instructions  re- 
ferred to. 

The  U.  S.  steamer  Alleghanj,  Lieut,  commanding  W.  W.  Hunter,  has 
been  added  to  your  command,  in  connection  with  the  service  assigned  to 
you  under  date  of  the  9th  inst.  You  will  be  pleased  to  detain  that  vessel 
no  longer  than  may  be  necessary  to  effect  the  object ;  and  when  accom- 
plished, you  will  direct  her  return  to  the  port  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Commodore  Foxhall  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  U.  5.  Hom>e  Squadrony 
Newport,  R.  I. 

(Copy.) 

(No.  194.) 

Commandant's  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Pbnsacola, 
August  nth,  1849. 
Sir  :  Commodore  F.  A.  Parker,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  this 
station,  on  the  15th  instant,  requested  me  to  open  the  despatches  that  mi^ht 
arrive  here  for  him,  and  to  carry  out  any  orders  of  the  Department  which 
might,  in  my  judgment,  require  hnmediate  execution.  I  am,  therefore,  in 
possession  of  your  letter  of  confidential  instructions  to  Commodore  Parker, 
dated  the  9th  inst.,  and  with  a  view  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Department,  I 
have  ordered  the  sloop  of  war  Albany,  the  only  vessel  of  the  home  squadron 
now  in  port,  to  be  prepared  immediately  for  sea.  I  would  also  state  that,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  secrecy  which  is  considered  desirable  and  important,! 
have  directed  Commander  Randolph  not  to  open  the  despatches  which  I 
shall  deliver  him,  until  after  the  pilot  shall  have  left  his  ship  on  her  passage 
out.     The  Albany  will  proceed  to  sea  to-morrow  morning. 

The  schooner  Flirt  is  daily  expected  here,  and  when  she  arrives  I  will 
cause  her  to  be  immediately  prepared  for  sea,  and  despatch  her  to  join  the 
Albany. 

Trusting «that  my  course,  as  above  indicated,  will  meet  the  approval  of 
the  Department, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON,  Commandant. 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  ^avy,  Washington. 

(Copy.) 

Navy  Department, 
August  25^  1849. 
Sir  2  Your  letter  of  August  17th,  1849,  No.  194,  has  been  received. 
The  Department  approves  of  your  course  in  relation  to  the  con^deatiil 
instructions  addressed  to  Commodore  Parker,  dated  the  9th  inst,  and  ex- 
presses its  satisfaction  with  the  promptness  displayed  by  you  in  despatching 
the  sloop  of  war  Albany. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  Ac, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Capt.  J.  T.  Newtok, 

Commanding  U.  S.  J^avy  Yard,  Pensacola,  Fla. 
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(Copy.) 

Naty  Yaiu>^  Boston, 
26th  August,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  with  one  enclosed' 
for  Commander  Charles  Lowndes,  commanding  the  U.  S.ship  Germantown. 
It  shall  be  delivered  to  him  upon  his  arrival  here,  and  every  facility  given 
to  hasten  his  denarture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rearpectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNES, 

Commandant.    \ 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 
Secretary  of  the  JSTavy^ 
Washington. 


(No.  105.) 


(Copy.) 


Commandant's  Ofvice, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  • 
August  20th,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  sloop  of  war  Albany,  Com- 
mander V.  M.  Randolph,  proceeded  to  sea  on  the  evening  of  Satuitiay,  tht 
18th  instant.  Commander  Randolph  was  furnished  with  a  copy,  under 
seal,  of  your  confidential  instructions  to  Commodore  Parker,  dated  the  9th 
instant,  which  I  directed  him  not  to  open  nntil  after  the  pilot  had  left  the 
ship,  and  to  canr  out  those  instructions  as  far  as  practicable. 

The  steamer  Water  Witch,  Lieut,  commanding  Geoige  M.  Totten,  re- 
turned from  Tampa  yesterday  morning.  I  have  ordered  her  to  be  imme- 
diately prepared  for  sea,  and  she  will  probably  be  dispatched  this  evening, 
under  a  sealed  order,  to  join  the  Albany. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commandant. 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 
Secretary  of  the  Jfdvy, 
Washington. 


(Copy.)  ^      ^ 

Navy  Department, 
August  28tt,  1849. 
Sir  :  Your  letter.  No.  196,  of  the  20tfa  instant,  has  been  received. 
The  Department  approves  of  your  course  in  relation  to  the  sloop  of  war 
Albany  and  the  steamer  Water  Witch,  and  expresses  its  satisfaction  at  the 
promptness  of  your  action. 

Very  respectfully,  yours  &c. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Captain  J.  T.  Newton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  .Navy  Yard, 
Pensacola,  Fla. 
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(Copy.) 

U.  S,  Ship  "Albany,'^ 
At  anchor  off  Ship  Island, 
August  25, 1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  sailed  from  Pensacola  on  the 
19th  inst.  and  after  discharging  the  pilot  I  broke  the  seal  of  my  orders 
given  me  by  Capt.  Newton,  and  ascertained  from  them  that  the  field  of 
our  operations  was  in  the  vicinity  of  our  present  anchorage,  Round  island, 
near  Pascagoula.  On  this  island  (Round  island)  from  the  best  information  I 
can  gain,  there  are  at  present  encamped  from  five  hundred  (500)  to  ei^t 
hundred  (800)  adventurers,  who  are  awaiting  an  augmentation  to  thc»r 
number  of  as  many  more,  when  they  are  to  be  embark^  in  steamers  (said 
to  have  been  purchased  and  now  in  readiness  at  New  Orleans)  upon  an  ex- 
pedition against  either  the  island  of  Cuba,  or  the  Sierra  Madre  States  of 
Mexico* 

The  rumors  are  various  and  contradictory,  and  no  one  unconnected  with 
th#  scheme,  seems  to  speak  confidently  of  their  purposes.  Yesterday  I 
learned  from  a  respectable  gentleman  residing  at  Bilozi,  that  the  opinion 
prevailed  there  that  they  were  in  secret  correspondence  with  Ex-President 
Santa  Anna,  who  meditated  revolutionizing  Mexico  again  and  relied  mainly 
upon  recruits  from  the  United  States  to  bring  about  this  end. 

I  have  despatched  an  officer  (Suigeon  Delaney)  to  New  Orleans  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  District  Attorney  and  Collector  of  Customs,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  something  definite  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  expeditioo 
and  am  hourly  looking  for  the  return  of  that  officer.  I  have  likewise  had  an 
officer  at  Pascagoula  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  band  on  Round  Island, 
and  shall  to-day  despatch  the  ^^  Water  Witch"  with  directions  to  anchor 
off  the  island,  and  to  board  and  search'every  steamer  or  other  vessel  aniT- 
ing  at  Round  Island  and  take  possession  of  them  should  they  be  freighted 
with  arms  or  other  munitions  of  war ;  and  by  all  means  to  prevent  them 
from  receiving  on  board  ibe  band  of  adventurers  congregated  on  the  island, 
should  arms  be  found  in  their  possession. 

I  have  cautioned  Lieutenant  ConmiH  Totten  to  act  ^th  circumspection  is 
this  matter,  but  at  the  same  time  with  energy.  And  the  better  to  defeat 
the  purposes  of  the  adventurers,  I  have  written  to  request  Captain  Newton 
to  send  me  the  steamer  "  General  Taylor,"  and  if  possible  the  "  Walker" 
also,  as  with  these  and  the  steamer  "  Water  Witch"  I  think  I  can  ef- 
fectually frustrate  the  plans  of  the  party,  and  very  soon  disperse  them  al- 
together. 

It  is  impoasible  for  the  ^^  Albany"  to  approach  nearer  than  ei^t  mik« 
to  Round  island  with  safety,  whidh  I  eixceedingly  r^ret,  as  the  scaling  cf 
our  guns  and  the  explosion  of  a  few  sheik  from  our  Paixhans  in  view  fit)0 
their  encampment,  would,  I  doubt  not,  send  them  aU  back  to  their  homes,  and 
so  break  up  the  enterprise. 

I  trust  tiie  Department  will  approve  d*  what  I  have  done,  and  of  the  plans 
I  have  chalked  oat  prospectively.  I  shall  endeavor  to  adhere  strictly  to  the 
orders  which  I  have  received  from  the  Department,  and  also  to  the  prochaa- 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

To-morrow,  should  the  wind  admit,  I  shall  get  tfie  ^^  Albany"  under  wa; 
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and  anchor  off  the  East  end  of  ^  Hon  island,"  so  as  to  be  as  near  as  pos- 
sible to  Ronnd  island* 

I  am  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serrant, 
V.  JL  RANDOLPH, 
Commander  U.  S.  JV*. 

Hon.  Wm«  Ballard  Preston, 
Secretary  of  the  J^Tavy, 
Washmgton  City. 

N.  B.  "  Pascagoula"  will  be  my  nearest  Post  Office-  V.  M.  R. 

(Copy.) 

Commandant's  Office, 

Navv  Yard,  Pensacola, 
Jhigust  27, 1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  tne  report  of  com- 
mander V.  M.  Randolph  of  the  U.  S.  Sloop-of-War  "  Albany,"  dated  off 
Ship  island,  August  25, 1849,  in  relation  to  the  cruise  of  the  ^'  Albany"  in 
that  vicinity,  the  original  having  been  forwarded  to  you  l)v  Commander  R. 

I  have  the  honor  to  pe, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't.  servant, 
JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commandant. 

Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 
Secretary  of  the  ^avyy 
Washington. 


(Copy.) 

Commandant's  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 
August  26,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  fixmi 
Commander  V.  M.  Randolph  of  the  Sloop-of-War  ^^  Albany,''  received  last 
evening* 

The  schooner  *^  Flirt"  will  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  to  join  him,  and 
die  steamer  ^  General  Taylor"  will  be  in  readiness  to  follow  in  a  day  or  two- 
She  is  now  undergoing  some  repairs  which  are  necessary  in  consequence  of 
injury  received  by  her  ii^  towing  the  frigate  ^^  Raritan,"  the  flag-ship  of  the 
Home  Squadron,  over  the  bar  <rf  the  harbor  on  the  15th  instant. 

The  steamer  ^^  Walker"  can  be  prepared  at  a  short  notice,  but  I  will  await 
the  instructions  of  the  Department  in  respect  to  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfuUv, 

Your  obH.  servant. 
JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commandant* 

Hon.  Wic.  Ballard  Preston. 
Secretary  of  the  JVary, 

Washington.  ^  . 
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(Copy.) 


U.  S.  Shw^^Albaity," 
At  anchor  off  Ship  Island, 
August  28, 1849. 
Sib  :  I  write  to  request  that  yoa  will  immediately  despatch  the  steamen 
^*  Walker"  and  "  General  Taylor"  to  join  me  off  the  south-east  end  of 
Horn  island.     With  those  two  steamers  and  the  ^^  Water  Witdi"  I  believe 
I  can  disperse  the  band  of  adventurers  who  are  now  congregated  to  the  nom- 
ber  of  800  on  Round  island. 

My  plan  will  be  to  give  the  "  Fanny"  and  other  conreyances  a  thorough 
search  on  their  arrival,  and  diodd  I  find  arms  or  other  munitions  of  wir 
on  board,  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  detiun  them  and  to  prevent  the  em- 
barkation of  the  n^en,  which  course  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  means  of 
defeating  the  enterprise  at  once.  ^ 

But  to  do  this  I  must  have  small  vessels,  particularly  steamers^  and  thej 
must  have  cannon  on  board  to  be  scaled  in  their  hearing.  I  hope  ycAi  will 
let  me  have  the  two  steamers  speedily.  Vessels  like  the  ^^  Albany"  are  of 
but  little  use  here.  The  main  t^g  is  to  prevent  the  adventurers  from  em- 
barking in  the ''  Fanny."  I  can  not  get  nearer  than  8  or  10  miles  to  Round 
bknd  with  the  "  Albany." 

Please  order  the  "  Walker"  and  "  General  Taylor"  to  come  immediatelj 
to  the  jSf.  £•  end  of  Horn  island  with  guns  mounted* 

I  am  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 


Capt.  John  T.  Newton, 
Commandant  U.  S.  Jfavy  Yardj 
Pensacola. 


Commander* 


(Copy.) 

Navt  Department, 

Sept.  6,  1849. 
Sin:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  No.  202,  enclosing  copy  of  a  com- 
munication to  your  address  from  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph  of  the  U.  S. 
Sloop-of-War  "  Albany"  has  been  received. 

The  Department  approves  the  course  pursued  by  you  in  relation  to  the 
schooner  "  Flirt"  and  steamer  "  General  Taylor." 

The  steamer  ^^  Walker"  may  be  held  in  readiness  to  be  despatched  tt 
short  notice,  should  her  services  be  required. 

Very  respectfully. 

Yours  &c., 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Captain  J.  T.  Newton, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Jfavy  Yard, 
Pensacola,  Fa. 

.    (Copy.) 

Naty  Department, 
Sept.6,lM9. 
Sir  :    Your  fetter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  No.  206,  forwardmg  a  copy  of  tae 
report  of  Conunander  V.  M.  Randolph  of  the  U.  S.  Sloop-of-War  "Alb*- 
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ny^'  dated  off  Ship  island  Aug.  25, 1849,  has  been  receired ;  the  original  of 
wliidi  was  recelTed  at  the  Department  on  the  8d  inst. 

Very  respectfully, 
Yoors  &o., 
WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Capt.  J.  T.  Newton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Jfavy  Yardj 
Pensacoia,  Fa* 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Ship  "  Albaity," 
At  anchor  off  the  East  end  of  Horn  Island, 

August  28, 1849. 

Sm  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  ^^  Albany"  under  my  oom- 
mand  is  at  present  anchored  as  above.  Oar  |Hresent  anchorage  is  about  ten 
miles  from  ^^  Roond  island"  and  is  ike  nearest  point  to  the  scene  of  our  ope- 
rations (Round  island)  which  a  vessels  of  our  draft  can  reach. 

I  have  staticmed  steamer  ^^  Water  Witch"  Lt.  Comm't  Totten  close  to 
Round  island  and  shall  employ  the  boats  of  the  ^'  Albany"  to  assist  in 
guarding  the  spot  night  uid  day  so  as  to  prevent  arms  and  other  muniti<ms  of 
war  from  being  landed  on  the  island,  and  likewise  to  prevent  the  adventurers 
firom  being  taken  from  the  island  in  sea-going  vessels. 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions  to  Commodore  Parker,  I  have  communicat- 
ed and  have  consulted  with  the  District  Attorney  and  with  the  Collector  of 
the  Customs  at  New  Orleans,  and  from  every  information  received  have  satis- 
fied myself  that  the  persons  congregated  at  Round  island  are  meditating  a 
hostile  expedition  against  either  Cuba,  or  the  Sierra  Madre  States  of 
Mejdoo. 

I  believe  they  are  not  particular  where  they  go,  provided  they  are  well 
paid  for  their  services.  Indeed,  up  to  this  time,  the  privates  are  known  ta 
be  in  total  ignorance  of  the  point  at  wluch  they  are  to  disembark  after 
leaving  our  waters.  We  have  conversed  with  many  on  the  subject,  and . 
have  now  three  of  the  privates  on  board  of  the  *^  Water  Witch,"  on  a  visit, 
and  they  all  unite  in  declaring  their  ignorance  of  the  point.  I  much  ques" 
tion  whether  the  officers  themselves  are  positively  certain  where  they  are 

Sing.  They  are  unquestionably  a  band  of  reckless  adventurers.  Four- 
ths of  the  privates,  I  am  happy  to  state,  are  foreigners— Irish  and  Dutch, 
chiefly. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  and  of 
your  instructions  to  Commodore  Parker,  together  from  information  derived 
from  the  most  reliable  sources,  I  have  determined  upon  adopting  a  vigorous 
course  with  these  people. 

The  leaders  are  not  men  of  high  respectability ;  four-fifths  of  the  rank 
and  file  are  foreigners ;  their  operations  are  conducted  with  a  degree  of 
mystery  which  precludes  honesty  of  purpose;  and  every  circumstance 
coes  to  prove  that  they  are  a  band  of  reckless  military  adventurers.  I 
nave  therefore  sent  them  a  written  summons  to  disoerse  immediately ;  a 
cop]r  of  which  summons  I  herewidi  forward  to  the  Department,  and  trust 
it  vnll  be  approved  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  stand  in  great  need  of  two  or  more  small  steamers  to  assist  in  blockad- 
ing and  breaking!^  up  the  establishment  on  Round  island.  I  have  written, 
to  request  Captain  J.  T.  Newton  to  send  me  the  ^^  General  Taylor>''  and, 
if  possible,  the  ^*  Walker"  too ;  but  neither  has  arrived  as  yet. 
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I  am  almost  indoeed  to  send  to  New  Orleans  for  tke  purpose  of  hiring  t 
steam-boat  to  be  employed  on  this  service ;  hot  shall  wait  a  day  or  two 
longer,  with  the  hope  that  a  reinforcement  will  be  sent  from  Pensacola. 
I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commander* 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 

(Copy.) 

TO   THE    FBB60KS   ENCAMPED  ON   ROUND   ISLAND,  NEAR  PASCAGOULA. 

Friends  and  Fellow-countrymen, 

The  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
instructions  which  I  have  received  from  the  government  at  Washington, 
make  it  imperative  and  proper  that  I  should  immediately  take  measures  to 
break  up  your  unlawful  assembla^,  and  send  you  back  to  your  homes ; 
and  when  I  have  said  a  few  words  to* you  in  proof  of  your  assemblage 
being  unlawful,  and  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  your  evacnng  the  vigilance 
of  our  squadron  and  getting  out  of  our  waters  to  proceed  upon  your  con- 
templated wild  expedition  to  make  war  against  nations  at  peace  with  our 
own,  I  feel  sure  you  will  at  once  disperse,  and  seek  honest  and  peaceM 
occupations* 

First.  The  very  mystery  which  marks  the  movements  and  actions  of 
your  officers,  and  the  blind  ignorance  of  the  men  as  to  the  destination  of 
the  enterprise,  clearly  show  thai  the  objects  and  purposes  of  those  at  the 
head  of  your  affairs  are  known  to  be  unlawful^  and  that  plunder  is  the  in- 
ducement held  out  to  all  who  embark  in  this  reckless  expedition. 

Second.  We  have  proof  that  some  of  you  have  acknowledged  that  your 
destination  was  Cuba ;  and  that  others  of  your  number  have  said  that  the 
expedition  was  fitting  out  for  the  invasion  of  the  Sierra  Madre  states  of 
Mexico :  showing  conclusively  that  your  enterprise  is  one  of  a  milttarj 
cbaracten 

And  lastly.  You  are  vagrants  in  the  eyes  of -^e  law,  and  in  &et ;  and 
therefore  cannot  be  allowed  to  occupy  your  present  position,  and  mn^ 
immediately  disperse. 

I  will  now  prove  to  you  that  we  have  the  means  of  not  only  preventing 
your  embarkation  to  foreign  parts,  but  that  we  can  force  you  to  abandon 
yourpresent  head-ouarters. 

I  shall  employ  all  the  vessels  now  in  this  vicinity,  or  which  may  he«- 
after  arrive,  m  such  manner  as  will  most  effectually  bring  about  the  ends 
desired. 

First.  I  shall  certainly  prevent  the  steamers  "  Fanny,'*  "  Maria  Burt,' 
or  any  other  steamer  or  steamers,  vessel  or  vessels  of  whatever  description, 
from  furnishing  the  adventurers  on  Round  island  with  arms  or  other  nm- 
nitions  of  war. 

Second.  If  said  steamers  or  vessels  have  arms  or  otfier  munitions  rf 
war  on  boiM,  I  shall  take  possession  of  said  arms,  &c.,  and  detain  said 
steamers  or'  veM^  until  the  men  congregated  on  Round  island  are  dis- 
persed. 

"XMrtf.  I  shall  prevent  the  band  of  men  on  Round  island  from  embark- 
ing^  on  board  of  said  steamers  or  vessels,  or  from  hnving  any  commonica- 
tion  with  theni  at  all. 
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Fourth.    I  will  make  said  steamers  or  vessels  anchor  within  range  of 
our  ^uns* 
Fifth.     After  to-day  (28th  August),  in  accordance  with  a  notice  before 

S'ven  them,  I  shall  cut  off  all  supplies  of  provisions  which  maybe  intended 
r  the  persons  on  Round  Island,  and  shall  rigidly  enforce  this  blockade  or 
embargo  until  they  abandon  the  spot  and  go  home. 

Sixth.  I  shall  gladly  give  the  persons  on  Round  Island  every  facility 
to  get  away ;  taking  particular  care^  however,  that  they  do  not  embark  in 
sea-going  vessels* 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commanding  U.  S.  ship  •*  Albany,** 
and  senior  officer  afloat  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
U.  S.  ship  "Albany"  off  Pascagoula, 
August  28,  1849. 

(Copy.) 
(No.  208.)  Combcandant's  Office, 

Navy  Yard^  Pensacola,  August  31, 1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  Commander  V.  M. 
Randolph's  report  to  the  Department,  dated  the  20th  inst.,  in  relation  to 
his  movemeots  with  the  U.  S.  sloop  "  Albany,"  and  the  steamer  "  Water 
Witch,"  in  the  vicinity  of  Round  island ;  together  with  a  printed  copy  of 
the  ^^  summons"  referred  to  in  his  report. 

I  also  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  from  Commander  Randolph  to  my. 
self,  dated  severally  the  28th  and  29th  instant,  on  the  subject  above  men* 
tioned,  and  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Department  to  the  same,  for  its  further 
information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Cojrimandant^ 
Hon.  Wbi.  Ballard  Preston, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


(Copy^ 


S.  SHIP  "  Albany," 
East  end  of  Horn  island,  August  28, 1849. 

Sir  :  Accompanying  this,  I  send  you  a  cppy  of  my  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Nav^,  of  this  date.  Printed  copies  of  the  "  summons"  to  Uie 
men  on  Round  island,  will  be  sent  you  from  Mobile. 

I  beg  leave  to  reiterate  my  earnest  request  to  have  the  "  General  Tay- 
lor," and  "  Walker"  too,  if  possible,  despatched  to  this  place. 

Should  the  "  Fanny"  and  "  Maria  Burt**  make  their  appearance  off 
Round  island^  I  cannot  answer  for  the  consequences.  Our  present  force 
is  too  small  to  keep  the  men  on  the  island  from  being  received  on  board, 
particularly  should  the  two  steamers  come  provided  wim  arms,  which  is  ex- 
pected. Even  the  "  General  Taylor"  alone,  would  be  of  great  service  to 
us.  Should  vou  deem  it  impracticable  to  fit  out  the  ^^  Walker"  for  this 
service,  could  you  not  feel  justified  in  chartering  thq  ^^  Creole"  for  a  week 
or  two,  and  sending  her  to  us  with  two  or  more  guns  mounted  from  the 
Navy  Yard,  and  to  oe  manned  and  officered  from  &e  crew  ot  this -ship  1 
I  mike  this  suggestion  with  all  deference  to  your  more  mature  judgment. 
Two  or  three  field  pieces  and  plenty  of  ammunition  on  board  tbe^^  Creole/' 
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would  make  her  an  efficient  yessel  here.  Sail  vessels  are  of  little  use. 
We  want  a  fast  steamer  or  two,  to  give  chase,  should  the  "  Fanny"  and 
**  Maria  Burt"  show  themselves. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 

Commander. 
Captain  John  Thomas  Newton. 
Commandant  U.  8,  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola. 


(Copy.^ 


,  S.  SHIP  "  Albany,^' 
East  end  of  Horn  island,  August  26,  1849. 

Sir  :  The  U.  S.  schooner  "  Flirt,"  Lieut.  Commandant  Farrand,  arrived 
here  last  nieht  at  12  o'clock,  bringing  me  ]four  two  letters  dated  27th  inst. 

I  despatched  the  ^^  Flirt"  at  daylight  this  morning,  to  join  the  ^^  Water 
Witch ;"  but  in  an  hour  after  eetting  under  weigh,  she  grounded,  and  I 
am  now  preparing  to  send  our  ooats,  &c.,  to  her  relief.  A  steamer  is  in 
sight  from  the  eastward,  which  we  hope  is  the  *^  General  Taylor."  Her 
services  will  be  most  important  in  our  operations.  But  we  greatly  need  a 
swift  steamer  to  give  chase  to  the  **  Fanny"  and  "  Maria  Burt"  when  they 
show  themselves.  I  trust  the  suggestions  thrown  out  in  my  letter  of 
yesterday,  will  meet  with  a  favorable  consideration  from  you.  It  is,  I 
think,  very  apparent  that  our  Government  is  extremely  anxious  that  Uie 
band  of  men  on  Round  island  should  be  dispersed ;  and  surely  the  trifling 
expense  of  chartering  one  or  more  steamers  to  effect  so  desirable  an  end, 
would  not  weigh  more  than  dust  in  the  scales. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  appear  to  think  that  my  measures  have  been  too 
stringent  with  regard  to  the  Round  islanders. 

Before  acting  against  them,  I  sent  Surgeon  Delancy,  as  we  passed 
Mobile,  to  New  Oneans,  to  communicate  with  the  District  Attorney  and 
the  Collector  of  Customs,  and  to  gain  from  others  all  the  information  he 
could  in  relation  to  these  people ;  and  I  likewise  sent  Lieut.  Ridgely  to 
Pascagoula  with  a  communication  for  Bvt.  Maior-General  Twiggs,  to  re- 

Suest  any  additional  information  which  he  might  be  able  to  give  me :  and 
de  result  of  the  whole  has  been  to  carry  demonstration  to  my  mind  that 
rigorous  measures  should  be  immediately  taken  against  the  adventurers. 

It  is  impossible  that  our  government,  as  far  off  as  Washington,  can  be 
informed  of  the  many  suspicious  acts  of  these  people,  and  therefore  a  good 
deal  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  ot  the  officer  commaraing 
on  the  spot  Even  at  Pensacola  you  can  know  but  imperfectly  what  our 
nearer  position  enables  us  to  see  and  understand  at  a  glance.  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  determined  and  energetic  action  is  demanded  upon  this  occa- 
sion. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH. 
Commanaer. 
Captain  J.  Thos.  Newton, 

Commanding  Jfavy  Yard^ 
Pensacola. 
N.  B. — ^After  reading  and  having  my  letters  to  you  copied,  would  yoa 
do  me  the  favor  to  send  them  to  Commodore  Parker? 
P.  S.— The  steamer  Greneral  Taylor  arrived  this  morning  at  8  A.  M. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  V.  Bl  R. 
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[(Copy.) 

(No.  209.); 

Commandant's  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 
August  3l5«,  1849. 
^  Sir  :  Having  sent  all  the  available  force  at  my  command  to  carry  out  the 
iDStruetions  received  from  the  Navv  Department  under  date  of  the  9th  inst., 
addressed  to  Commodore  Parker  of  the  home  squadron,  but  in  his  absence 
opened  by  me,  agreeably  to  his  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the 
Department  herewith,  for  its  information,  copies  of  all  the  orders  issued  by 
me  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  several  vessels  which  I  have  de- 
spatched from  this  station,  on  the  service  to  which  the  in&tructions  to  Com- 
mpdope  Parker  related. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Hod.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavy, 

Washington* 


JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON  |^ 
Commandant. 


Copies  of  aU  orders  and  instructions  given  to  the  Commanding  Officers 
of  the  several  vessels  despatched  to  the  vicinity  of  Round  island^  ^. 

(Copy.) 

Commandants  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 

August  nth,  1  4»9>    ■ 
Sir  :  Yon  vrill  prcrpare  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  w^  Albany,  under  ypur  comr 
BiMid^  for  sea  with  aU  possible  despatch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Comman^anL 
Commodore  V.  M.  Randolph, 

Commanding  U.  8.  ship  Albany, 
Off  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola. 

(Copy.)  , 

Commandant  8  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 

As^msi  im^ym. 

Sir:  You  will  prooeed  with  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Albany,  under  your 
comBiaiid,  Md  carry  out,  as  for  as  practicable,  the  instructions  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  addressed  to  Commodore  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  com- 
tBtnding  the  home  squadron,  a  copy  of  wbiok  instmotions  is  confomed  in 
the  accompanying  parcel,  and  which  you  are  hereby  expffesuly  fogoiMl 
Bot  to  open  until  after  yoo  have  discharged  the  pilot. 
>  The  schooner  Flirt  is  daily  expected  here,  and  I  will  sesd  her  >to  ym^ 
you  to  assist  in  canrying  out  tiie  views  waA  wishes  of  the  Department. 

Yoo  will  DotfoH  to  communicate  to  the  Department,  direct,  anv  informa- 
tion jott  mav  obtain  relative  to  the  important  object  for  which  you  are 
•ent^  and  at  the  same  time  forward  tp  me  duplicates  of  your  reporfy  8mt  ' 
DOC.  57—6 
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I  must  refer  you  to  the  Hon.  Secretaiy  of  the  Nayy's  instructioiis  for  your 
farther  goyernment. 

When  in  want  of  stores  and  provisions^  you  will  return  again  to  this  port. 
Wishing  you  a  pleasant  cruise, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commander  V.  M.  Randolph,  Commandant, 

Commanding  V,  S.  sloop  Albany ^ 
Off  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola. 

Commandant  8  OFprcE, 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 
August  19/A,  1849. 
Sir  ;  It  is  of  the  utmost  government  importance  that  the  steamer  under 
your  command  should  be  prepared  for  active  service  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.     You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  have  her  ready,  and^  if  possi- 
Die,  to  go  to  sea  some  time  during  the  day — ^to-morrow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commandant. 
Lieut  Commandant  Geo.  M.  Totten, 
Commanding  steamer  Water  Witchy 
Off  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola. 

(Copy.) 
(SMled  OidexB.) 

AupuMt  SOCA,  1849. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  direct  with  the  U.  S.  steamer  Water  Witch,  under 
your  command,  to  Cat  island,  and  there  join  the  U.  S.  ship  Albany,  Com- 
modore v.  M.  Randolnb,  and  assist  him  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  tne  Navy,  a  copy  of  whicn  accompanies  this. 

Should  you  not  fall  in  with  the  Albany  at  Cat  island,  or  its  vicinity,  yot 
will  proceed  to  the  Balize,  in  further  pursuance  of  the  orders. 
Wishing  you  a  pleasant  cruise, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Lieut.  Commandant  Geo.  M.  Tottcn^  CommandanL 

U.  S.  steamer  Water  Witch. 


(Copy). 
[Handad  with  tha  SmM  Oiden.] 

COKMANDAM^  OpPICS 

Navt  Yard,  PRMftACOLA^ 
August  SOtL  1849. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  sea  at  once  with  the  steamer  Water  Witch  un- 
der your  command ;  and  you  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  not  to  open  the 
accompanying  sealed  parcel  until  after  your  vessd  crosses  the  bar  an' 
ttie  pilot  leaves  you. 

I  sm,  very  respeetfully,  &c« 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Canmumdart* 
Liettt.  Commandant  Geo.  M.  Tottsn^ 

Commanding  U.  S.  steamer  Water  Witik,  ^         , 
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(Copy. 

August  23(J,  1849. 
Sim:  Tou  ynll  be  pleased  to  prepare  the  U.  S.  schooner  Flirt,  under  your 
command,  for  sea  with  all  possible  despatch.     It  is  highly  important  that 
all  possible  despatch  and  diligence  be  used  in  getting  her  ready. 
I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commandant 
Lieut.  Commandant  Eben  Farrand, 
Commanding  V.  S.  schooner  FlirU 
Off  Navy  Yard. 

(Copy.) 

COMMAKDAKT  8  OFFICE, 

August  24dh,  1849. 
Sib  :  For  your  information  I  herewith  enclose  to  you  copies  of  my  two 
letters  te  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  dates  of  the  17th  and 
5!0th  inst.,  in  relation  to  my  action  under  his  instructions  to  you,  dated  the 
9th|  which  came  to  hand  two  days  after  your  departure  from  here,  and 
which  I  o|yened  agreeably  to  your  request 

The  Flirt  arrived  yesterday.     I  have  ordered  her  to  be  prepared  for  sea ' 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  will  despatch  her,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
to  join  the  Albany  and  the  Water  Witch.     The  latter  went  to  sea  early 
CD  the  moming  of  the  21st 

The  reports  of  cruises  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Water  Witch 
and  Flirt  respectively,  I  have  forwarded  to  you  through  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commandaid. 
Commodore  Foxhall  A.  Parksa, 
Cwimanding  Home  Squadron^ 
Newport,  Rhode  IsIeikI. 

(Copy.) 
^er  XL  S.  ichooiMr  Flirt) 

Jugust  27iA,  1849. 
Sm :  I  have  received  a  copy  of  your  official  report  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  nave  forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  him,  and  also 
one  to  Commodore  Parker  commanding  the  home  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.« 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Ccmmandanl, 
Commander  V,  M.  Randoi#h, 

Commanding  U.  8.  sloop  Albany y 
Off  Ship  Island. 

(Copy.) 
tSnit  I7  Hm  U.  S.  idioomr  flirt) 

August  21th,  1849. 
Sift :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  inst.  has  been  received.    I  send  this  by  the 
Flirt,  Lieut,  commandant  Farrand,  who  has  orders  to  report  himself  to  you. 
Tbe  uteamer  General  Taylor  is  preparing,  and  vnll  join  you  in  a  day  or 
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two.    This  latter  vessel  may  be  usefully  employed,  as  she  draws  very  litde 
water,  and  can  navigate  among  the  islands  and  shoals  with  perfect  s  fe^. 
Sailing-master  Pearson,  who^oes  in  charge  of  her,  is  a  good  pilot  there 
abouts,  and  will  be  serviceable  in  that  respect  as  well  as  in  others. 

It  will  be  absolutely  necessary,  however,  that  the  General  Tayler  ihould 
return  here  in  one  week  from  the  date  she  joins  you,  Qot  onlv  to  replenish 
her  fuel  and  provisions,  but  she  will  be  wanted  as  a  despatch  vessel,  as  I 
expect  some  important  instructions  from  the  Department  for  your  farther 
government,  and  there  is  no  other  vessel  in  port,  nor  likely  to  be  for  some 
time,  except  the  steamer  Walker,  and  she  being  without  engineers  or  crew, 
could  not  be  sent.  You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  order  the  return  of 
the  General  Taylor  at  the  time  specified  above,  and  sooner  if  you  can  pos- 
sibly dispense  with  her  services. 

I  very  much  doubt  the  propriety  of  your  interference  to  stop  those  ad- 
venturers, if  you  find  they  have  passports,  and  have  taken  their  passages 
on  board  of  any  vessel  or  vessels  properly  and  regularly  cleared  out  at  our 
Custom  House,  and  with  papers  all  correct,  according  to  law.  However 
this,  of  course,  will  be  communicated  to  you  by  the  Collector  of  Castoms 
and  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States  in  New  Orleans,  with  both 
of  whom  doubtless  you  are  already  in  correspondence,  althoi^h  you  say 
nothing  about  it  in  your  letter  to  me.  Let  me  hear  from  you  soon  again  of 
your  movements,  &c. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
CommandinL 
Commander  V.  M.  Rai^olfh, 
(J.  S.  ship  Albany, 
Off  Horn  Island. 


(SmMCMus.) 


(Copy.) 


Sm :  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Flirt,  under  your  com- 
mand, with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  report  to  Commander  V.  M. 
Randolph  of  the  Albany,  whom  you  will  find  at  Cat  island,  or  in  its  vicini^. 
Should  the  Albany,  however,  have  left  there,  and  after  having  fulfilled  the 
instructions  as  re^rds  that  particular  spot,  you  will  proceed  to  the  months 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  be  further  governed  by  the  confidential  orders  (s 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed^  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
addressed  to  Commodore  Parker. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  you  fall  in,  if  possible,  with  the  Albany  and 
Water  Witch,  that  the  force  may  be  more  formidable,  and  to  act  in 
concert. 

After  having  performed  the  service  assigned  vou,  or  when  short  of  pro- 
vbions,  you  will  return  again  to  this  port.  Wishing  you  a  pleasant  cmise. 
fcc., 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  8lc 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
CofMnandtud. 
lieiU.  Comnaandant  Enss  FjiB&uid, 
Commanding  U.  &  jcAooner  JFlirt, 
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(Copy.) 

(Handed  with  Sealed  OideTa.j 

August  38/^  1849. 
Sir  :  Proceed  to  sea  at  once  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Flirt,  under  your 
command,  and  be  governed  by  the  accompanying  sealed  orders,  which  you 
are  expressly  enjoined  not  to  open  until  after  you  have  crossed  the  bar  and 
discharged  the  pilot 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  fcc. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
ComoMndanU 
Lieut.  Commandant  Ebek  Fabrandl 


(Copy:) 

Jluffust  77thj  1849. 
Sm :  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  23d 
last.,  from  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph,  of  sloop  ^baay,  and  a  copy  of 
my  reply  to  same,  dated  5i6th  inst 

I  also  enclose  a  oopv  of  Commander  Randolph's  report  to  tiie  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  off  Ship  island,  the  25th  inst. 

The  Flirt  is  on  the  pomt  of  sailing,  and  I  have  furnished  Lieut.  Com- 
tnandaat  Faitand  with  sealed  orders,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Albany  and 
Water  Witch,  and  in  pursuance  thereof  he  will  join  those  vessels,  and  co- 
operate with  their  commanders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
ComtnandanL 
Commodore  Foxhall  A«  Pakker, 
Commanding  Home  Squadron^ 
Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

(Copy.) 

August  ^tK  1849. 
Sir  :  I  send  the  U.  S.  steamer  General  Taylor,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  John  Pearson,  master,  who  will  report  to  you.  He  is  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  islands  and  shoals  in  the  vicinity  of  your  operations,  and  will, 
be  very  serviceable  to  you  in  piloting  through  the  mtricate  passages  as  well 
as  in  other  respects* 

The  General  Taylor  has  a  six-pounder  field  piece  mounted,  with  the 
proper  ammunition,  &c..  and  small  arms  for  the  crew. 

Do  not  neglect  to  send  her  back  at  the  expiration  of  one  week. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
CommanianL 
Commander  V,  M.  Randolph, 

Commanding  U.  S.  stoop  Albany. 

(Copy.) 
(Sealtd  Orden.) 

August  28M,  1849. 
"Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  south-east  end  of  Horn  island 
•with  the  U.  S.  steamer  General  Taylor,  under  your  command,  where  yom 
will  find  the  sloop  of  war  Albany,  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph,  to  whom 
you  will  report 
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I  have  requested  him  to  send  yoa  back  with  the  Oeueral  Tajlor  at  the 
expiration  of  one  week  from  the  date  on  which  you  report,  ana  ^oner,  if 
your  services  can  be  dispensed  with. 

You  will  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  accident  bjr  fire  or  otherwise, 
and  be  strictly  governed  oy  the  Rules  and  Regulations  which  are  hungup  on 
board. 

I  am.  respectfully.  &c. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
CommandanL 
Mr.  John  Pearson,  Master  U.  8.  N^ 

Commanding  steamer  General  Taylor. 

(Copy.) 
(Handed  with  Sealed  Oiden.) 

Jluguff  2«A,  1849. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  tJ.  S.  steamer  General  Taylor,  un- 
der your  command,  and  govern  your  movements  by  the  instructions  which 
you  will  find  in  the  accompanying  parcel,  which  you  arc  strictly  enjoined 
not  to  open  until  you  have  crossed  the  bar  and  discnarged  the  pilot, 
lam,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
CommandanL 
Mr.  John  Pearson,  Sailing  Master^  U.  S.  JV. 
Commanding  U.  S.  steamer  General  Taylor. 

(Copy.) 

Commandant's  Office, 
Mgust  3W,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  a  copy  of  your  official  report  to  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  of  the  28th  inst.,  and  your  two  letters  of  the  28th  and  29th  inst 
addressed  to  mysel£ 

I  cannot  take  the  responsibility  to  charter  a  steamboat,  as  you  si^est, 
and  I  would  strongly  advise  you  not  to  do  so  without  proper  authority. 

I  have  no  idea  whatever  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  a  resort  to 
arms  will  be  necessary ;  and  you  should  be  very  cautious  before  you  take 
such  measures,  even  should  circumstances  produce  such  a  calamitous  emer 
gency. 

I  observe  with  surprise,  published  in  a  New  Orleans  newspaper,  a  letter 
from  Lieut.  Commandant  Totten  of  the  ^  Water  Witch,"  to  the  adventff- 
ers  on  Round  island.  You  should  admonish  that  officer  against  writing  sodi 
letters ;  they  are  highly  improper,  and  certainlv  uncalled  for. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commemdant* 
Commander  V.  M.  Randolph, 

Commanding  U.  S.  ship  Albany, 
Off  Horn  island. 
P.S.  Agreeably  %o  your  request  I  have  forwarded  to  Commander  Parker  • 
copy  of  vour  letter  of  the  28th  inst.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  copies 
of  your  letters  to  myself  of  the  28th  and  29th  inst.  J.  T,  N. 
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(Copy.)j 

August  Slst,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  faftre  reoeiyed  your  letter  of  the  30th  infit.,  incloeing  t^  oopies  of  a 
jnmmoDS  addreesed  to  the  personB  aeaembled  on  Round  Island,  by  Conunaa- 
4er  V.  M.  lUodolph. 

I  an,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commandani* 
GEoaox'F.  CuTTxa,  Esq., 

Pur$er  U.  &  $kip  JUbawf. 

(Copy.) 

August  81^  1849. 
Sn :  I  endose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  Commander  Ran- 
4xApVa  report  to  the  Hon.  iSecretary  of  the  Navy,  and  oopies  of  two  letten 
addressed  to  me,  and  a  printed  oopy  of  a  summons  by  Commander  Rand^pli 
to  the  adTenturers  encamped  im  Round  island. 
I  am  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 

CommandmU*  . 
Commodore  Fdxhall  A.  Pabxeb^ 

CommoMding  H&me  SqnMdron. 

(Copy.) 

U,  S.  Ship  "  Albany^" 
Off  PascagoulA) 
Sept.  l*t,  1849. 

Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  28th  of  August,  I  informed  you  what  measures  I 
liad  deemed  necessary  to  adopt  in  order  effectually  and  speedily  to  frustrate 
the  plans  of  the  adventurers  on  Round  island ;  and  I  also  sent  you  a  copy  of 
•a  notice  or  summons  which  I  have  circulated  on  the  island  and  elsewhere  to 
prevent  an  augmentation  to  their  numbers,  and  to  induce  the  four  or  fi^e 
hundred  already  assembled  to  disperse  and  go  back  to  their  homes. 

The  more  I  see  of  this  band  of  reckless  men,  the  stronger  is  my  conviction 
that  they  are  ready  for  any  expedition  which  may  be  started,  and  that  they 
are  pledged  to  go  wherever  their  leaders  may  direct. 

It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  if  a  piratical  enterprise  were,  or  could  be, 
im>jected  at  this  point  to  rob  upon  the  high  seas,  that  more  than  one-half  of 
the  four  hundred  and  fifty  (450)  now  assembled  on  Round  island  would  in- 
atantly  volunteer  to  take  part  in  it.  They  are  a  terror  to  this  neighborhood, 
•nd  I  have  been  assured  by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Pascagoula  tiiat  they 
have  strong  fears  for  the  safety  of  their  lives  and  property,  particularly  as 
our  troops  have  been  removed  from  this  vicinity.  The  civil  authorities  are 
afraid  to  act,  uid  in  one  instance  have  been  defied. 

I  have  expected,  and  therefore  am  not  surprised  to  hear 'my  stringent 
measures  denounced  by  the  newspapers  of  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  gener- 
ally, and  myself  held  up  to  derision,  but  this  I  do  not  regard,  as  I  have  seen 
for  a  length  of  time  that  the  majority  of  the  newspapers  of  the  two  cities 
above  named  have  been  strangely  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  movement  whidi 
has  been  agitating  these  waters  for  the  last  six  weeks.  The  irresistible  in- 
ference to  my  mind  is  that  the  newspapers  of  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  have 
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been  paid  to  keep  silence.  And  the  same  influences  have  caused  tfiem  to  ridi- 
ctde  and  abuse  the  navy  for  using  prompt  and  rigorous  measures  to  put  down 
the  lawless  enterprise  which  they  hare  studious^  concealed  from  the  people. 
The  newspapers  of  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  were  the  last  in  the  oonntry  to 
allude  to  the  preparations  which  have  been  going  on  for  the  last  six  weeks,  to 
fit  out  an  expedition  against  either  Cnbay  Maxico  or  Yucatan ;  and  even  now 
they  feign  to  make  li^t  of  it — hence  I  care  but  little  what  they  say  of  me : 
all  tiMt  I  am  solicitous  about  is  that  the  goyemment  will  approve  of  what  I 
haye  done. 

I  was  sent  here,  as  I  conceiye,  to  defeat  tiie  maehinations  of  »  burge  bodj 
of  reckless  and  abandoned  adventurers ;  and  after  obtaining  ihe  opinions  oc 
those  whose  position  and  intelligence  enabled  them  to  know  best  the  charac* 
ter  of  these  people,  and  what  they  purposed  doing,  I  determined  to  break  up 
Ute  expe^tion  and  disperse  the  baiul  before  transports  riiouM  be  sent  to  oon- 
^y  them  beyond  omr  reach.  I  saw,  as  I  thought,  but  one  way  of  doing  th», 
and  that  one  I  have  adopted.  Had  I  waited  until  the  ^^  Fanny''  ftrriv^  in 
these  waters,  and  had  I  permitted  that  fast  steamer  to  have  communicated 
with  the  four  or  five  hundred  desperadoes  <m  Round  island,  and  allowed  her 
to  receive  them  on  board,  I  should  indeed  have  been  most  blameable.  But  I 
warned  Col.  White  against  bringing  the  "  Fanny"  within  reach  of  our  ves- 
sels, and  I  am  well  pleased  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  anchor  her  off  the 
island.  When  I  inform  you  that  we  had  no  vessel  m  the  Oulf  Squadroo 
which  would  stand  the  slightest  chance  of  overtakittg  the  steamer  ^^  Fanny," 
you  will  not  be  surprised  that  I  positively  forbid  her  coming  to  Round  island* 
But  I  beg  leave  to  make  another  statemeiit.  When  I  issued  the  smnmons  to 
the  people  on  Round  island  there  was  only  this  ship  and  the  little  steamef 
"  Water  Witch"  at  hand.  The  '*  Albany"  cannot  approach  nearer  than  ten 
miles  to  Round  island,  so  that  in  fact  the  "  Water  Witch"  and  the  "  Al- 
bany's" boats  were  all  we  had  to  keep  off  the  sea-steamers  and  to  guard  the 
isUuid.  The  ^^  Water  Witch"  is  exceedingly  dull,  and  rarely  ewer  readies 
six  knots,  and  ihe  steamer  ^^  Fanny"  is  a  large  and  swift  sea-going  steamer, 
and  runs  at  the  rate  of  twelve  knots  the  hour.  What  possible  chance  wonU 
fliere  be  for  this  ship,  anchored  ten  miles  off,  and  the  little  dull  ^^  Wakor 
Witch"  to  prevent  the  "  Fanny"  from  tiJdng  the  m«i  to  sea  and  going  to 
tiieir  place  of  destination?  Supposbg  I  hful  allowed  her  to  approach  die 
island.  And  how  should  I  have  known  where  to  give  chase  ?  I  might  hafe 
shaped  my  course  for  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  and  in  three  days  the  ^^  Faony^' 
might  have  landed  the  adventurers  in  Tampico !  Or  I  might  have  made  nil 
fer  Tampico,  and  in  five  days  the  ^^  Fanny"  might  have  landed  the  men  en 
t&e  south  side  of  Cuba,  or  on  the  island  of  Cozamel,  east  coast  Yucatan  ! 

I  must  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  repeat — I  was  sent  here,  as  I  eon- 
ceive,  to  maintain  untarnished  the  honor  of  the  nation,  by  using  all  proper 
means  to  keep  the  Round  islanders  from  leaving  our  waters  to  wage  wir 
against  powers  with  whom  we  are  at  peace  and  amity.  I  have  protected  ovr 
country  from  this  disgrace,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  you  will  blame  me  iir 
what  I  have  done.  I  had  no  other  alternative  :  either  their  sealing  steam- 
ship ^^  Fanny"  must  have  been  allowed  to  anchor  off  Round  island,  and  m 
take  the  adventurers  off  to  sea,  or  else  she  was  to  be  warned  to  keep  away, 
Mid  the  adventurers  starved  out,  and  thus  made  to  disperse.  I  have  taken 
tiie  latter  alternative,  and  trust  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  I  shatl  have 
Ae  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  they  have  accepted  my  offer  to  convey  them 
to  Mobile,  or  have  taken  passage  in  a  lake  boat  to  New  Qrleana,  and  so 
abandoned  Round  island. ; 
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One  (^  Am  iKMts  of  Iha  ^^  Albany'' has  j«8t  retain 
iBland  bringing  twelve  of  the  adventurers,  who  are  seafaring  men,  and  who 
are  anxious  to  ship  into  the  serrice.     They  are  good  looking  men,  and  I  be- 
Uere  kre  Amerioans.     I  have  determined  to  let  them  sign  the  articles. 

There  was  a  fight  on  the  island  last  night,  and  two  of  the  band  were  so 
badly  stabbed  that  their  lives  are  despaired  <^.  These  are  wretehed  doiiig% 
sir,  in  oar  waters, — on  an  island  only  fbor  miles  from  a  faEkshionable  watering- 
place,  and  where  there  are  justices  of  the  peaee,  a  sheriff,  and  not  very  far 
off,  a  drcoit  jndge, — all  afraid  to  aet  1 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c., 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commander* 
Hon.  Wm.  B.  Puston, 

Seerttary  of  the  Jfca^. 

Commandant's  OFFunc, 
(No.  212*)  Nayt  Yabd,  Pknbacola, 

September  Sd,  1849. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith.  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph's 
report  to  the  Department,  dated  the  1st  instant^  of  his  movem^its  near 
Round  isluid. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  Commaader  Randolph's  letter  to  me  which  ac- 
eoQipanied  the  above,  luid  a  copy  of  my  reply  thereto,  in  ord»  to  explain  n^ 
reasons  for  the  present  withdrawal  of  the  steamer  ^^  General  Taylor"  fr(» 
the  force  mider  his  command,  and  to  give  him  my  views  c^  a  portion  of  his 
proceedings. 

I  hftve  the  honor  to  be,  very  re^>ectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
ComgMindanL 
Hem.  William  Ballard  Preston, 

Secritar^  of  the  Jfavy» 
Washington. 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Ship  "  Albany," 
Off  Pascagoula, 
Sept.  1, 1849. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  send  you  a  communication  for  the  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Pres* 
ton,  which  I  request,  after  reading,  you  will  forward  to  Washington. 

My  letter  to  the  Secretary  will  apprise  you  how  matters  stand  here  at 


Of  course,  I  shall,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  despatch  the  steamer 
^^  General  Taylor"  back  to  Pensacola  at  the  time  named,  but  I  would  most 
respectfully  request  that  you  will  srant  me  some  discretion  in  relation  to 
sending  the  ^^  General  Taylor"  bacK.  Suppose  the  men  on  Round  island  re- 
fuse to  leave,  and  were  determined  to  remain  until  the  "  Fanny"  arrives — 
and  suppose  the  "  Fanny"  were  to  come  after  the  **  General  Taylor"  was 
withdrawn  ? 

I  mention  the  above/  as  possibilities — I  believe  they  will  either  disperse  to- 
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morrow  (Sunday)  or  the  next  di^y^    I  would  be  glad  if  yoa  would  rqdy  to 
thiB  by  tlie  Creole. 

I  am  yery  respectfoUy,  &o., 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commanicad. 
Capt.  John  Thomas  Newton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Jfavy  Yardy 
Pensaeola* 


Commandant's  Office, 

Natt  Yard,  Pensacola, 
aepUmbet  8d,  1849. 
Sm :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instaiit,  and  also  'your  officiil 
report  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Nayy,  which  I  will  forward,  as  you  re* 
quest,  by  this  day's  mail. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  steamer  ^^  General  Taylor"  should  retain 
here  at  the  time  specified  in  my  last  letter  to  you*  I  may  receive  important 
instructions  from  the  Department  which  may  require  immediate  transmisnoD 
to  you,  and  the  steamer  will  be  wanted  particularly  for  that  object,  as  by  ber 
liiej  will  reach  you  in  mndi  less  time  than  they  possibly  could  if  sent  by 
mail. 

I  would  again  caution  you  as  to  your  proceedings  with  those  adveutai- 
ers  on  Round  island.  I  fear  you  have  transcended  your  powers  in  issiub; 
the  summons  you  did, — (copies  of  which  I  have  received  from  you). 

It  is  a  high  prerogative,  peculiar  only  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  Governors  of  States,  and  to  Commanders-in-Chief  of  Squadrois 
when  on  foreign  service  only.  However,  in  adopting  this  course,  you  nar 
have  been  governed  by  instructions  received  from  other  sources,  of  which 
I  am  not  aware. 
I  send  this  bv  the  Creole  agreeably  to  your  request. 

1  am  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 


Commander  Victor  M.  Randolph, 
Comm^anding  U.  S.  S.  ^  Albany  ^'^ 
OS  Pascagoula. 


Commofufawt. 


(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Ship  "Albany,'^ 
Off  Pascagoula,  Miss., 
Sept  5tA,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  despatched  ninety  men  to  New  Orleans  in  th 
Steamer  "  General  Taylor,"  at  their  own  request,  and  I  believe  that  in  lot 
than  ten  days  from  this  date  the  whole  band  will  disperse. 

No  provisions  or  other  articles  have  been  stoppea  by  us  which  were  ia- 
tended  for^  the  persons  on  Round  island ;  on  the  contrary,  hearing  iW 
they  were  in  a  starving  condition,  I  fed  them  two  days  from  our  vessels. 

One  man  has  died  on  the  island  from  wounds  received  in  a  frmv/,  and 
another  lies  dangerously  hurt  from  stabs.  I  sent  the  murderer  on  shore  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  civil  authorities  of  the  sovereign  "  State  of  Mis» 
sippi,''  but  could  find  no  one  willing  to  act*     Either  the  people  here  (i»- 
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eluding  the  civil  authorities)  are  sympathisers  in  the  moyement)  or  else 
they  are  afraid  to  interfere. 

My  course  has  been  condemned  with  much  harshness  in  this  quarter  by 
certain  paid  newspapers*  I,  however,  do  not  regard  what  they  say  of  me. 
I  believe  that  had  I  acted  with  less  eneigv  eight  hundred  adventurers  ert 
this  would  have  been  on  their  way  to  Cuba.  I  still  believe  that  you,  sir, 
will  approve  of  what  I  have  (tone. 

Herewith  I  send  you  a  letter  which  I  received  yesterday  from  R.  Bw 
Campbeli,  Esq.,  our  Consul  at  Havana. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballaed  Pbestoii,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  J^Tavy. 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.    SCHOONBH,  ^*FlIRT," 

Off  Round  Island, 
4/A  Septj  1849. 
^  Sib  :  This  morning  the  persons  on  Round  island  renewed  their  applica- 
tion for  transportation  to  New  Orleans.  They  state  that  they  intended  to 
have  availed  themselves  of  your  offer  yesterday,  but  they  were  opposed  by 
many  of  the  officers  or  persons  who  have  control,  and  those  who  wished  to 
go  were  kept  scattered ;  last  night  a  large  number  of  them  took  their 
blankets  ana  encamped  on  the  beach  preparatory  to  embarking.  To-daj 
after  learning  these  facts,  I  sent  all  the  boats  on  shore  and  had  all  who 
wished  to  leave  the  island  put  on  board  the  "  Water  Witch."  There 
are  now  on  board  of  her  ninety  persons.  Capt.  Daly,  the  person  who 
made  the  arrangement  with  jou  is  the  head  of  this  party,  and  I  believe  he 
intended  to  act  in  good  faith,  as  he  stated  to  the  party  on  Round  island 
upon  two  occasions,  in  presence  of  our  officers,  exactlv  the  conditions  he 
had  made  with  you.  There  is  at  this  time,  as  well  as  1  can  learn,  a  good 
deal  of  misunderstanding  and  discontent  manifested,  and  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that,  now  they  have  made  a  break,  that  there  will  very  soon  be  another 
party  applying  for  transportation. 

Col.  White  I  learn  has  again  left  Pascagoula  without  visiting  the  island, 
which  has  occasioned  much  dissatisfaction. 

The  "  General  Taylor"  can  take  this  party  of  ninety.    I  could  not  get 
them  all  safe  early  enough  for  her  to  go  out  this  evening,  but  she  will  oe 
out  early  in  the  morning  for  your  "  Marine  Guard  "  and  further  orders. 
I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EBEN.  FARRAND, 
LietU.  Commanding. 
To  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph, 
Commanding  V.  S.  Ship  ".^/Jany," 
Off  Horn  Island. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States, 
Havana,  Jlugust  2»A,  1848. 
Capt.  Victor  M.  Randolph, 
V.  S.  J^Tavy,  Pensacola. 
Pear  Sir  :  Since  the  sailing  of  Commodore  Parker  a  few  days  ago 
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•rents  are  reported  to  kave  ocoorced  on  this  island  which  indaces  a  feeling 
of  insecurity  on  the  major  part  of  our  countrymen  in  Havana.  These  report 
are  pronunciamientos  of  several  towns,  the  passing  of  a  regiment  over  to 
the  pronunciados,  and  the  probable  breaking  out  (if  it  does  not  already 
exist)  of  a  civil  war.  The  government  here  is  despatching  troops  in  au 
directions,  and  ordering  the  militia  into  active  service. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  should  be  pleased  to  have  here  as  large  a 
Mval  force  as  your  command  will  admit. 

The  English  consul  has  thought  it  prudent  to  request  of  the  BritiA 
admiral  to  send  a  squadron  here  immecuately,  and  it  will  doubtless  sooa 
arrive. 

Do  me  the  fiivor  to  communicate  to  Commodove  Parker  the  contents  of 
the  foregoing  letter. 

1  remain  dear  sir,  vrith  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  CAMPBELL. 


(Copy.)  ^^        ^ 

Navy  Department, 
Sej^ember  13(A,  1849. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  No.  212,  witn  enclosures,  relative 
to  the  movements  of  ^  part  of  the  Home  Squadron,  near  Round  island, 
1ms  been  received. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Capt  John  Thomas  Newtow, 
Commandant  U.  S.  JiTwy  Fori, 
Pensacola,  Fa. 


(Copy.) 

Commandant's  Officb. 
No.  213.  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 

September  6/A,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communicatioB 
dated  the  4th  instant  from  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph  to  me.  Also 
a  copy  of  his  orders  to  Lieut.  Commandant  E.  Farrand,  dated  the  2d 
instant,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Commandant  Farrand  to  Coia* 
mander  Randolph  of  the  3d  instant,  all  of  which  are  in  reference  to  the 
present  state  of  things  on  Round  island  and  in  its  vicinity.  I  also  enclose 
a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Commander  Randolph  of  this  date. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON. 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Prbston, 
Secretary  of  the  Jfavy^ 
Washington. 


(Copy.) 

U.  S.  «  Albant,'* 
Off  PascaMula,  September  2d,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  some  misgivings  as  to  the  good  faith  of  the  band,  on  Round 
island.    Yesterday  they  sent  a  deputation  to  me  in  the  persons  of  two  of 
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their  oflEicers,  pledging  themselves  that  they  would  accept  transportation  to 
New  Orleans,  from  us  to-morrow  at  early  dawn,  provided  Col.  White  sent 
no  steamboat  to-day  to  convey  them  off  the  island  and  provided  I  would 
feed  them  from  our  vessels  in  the  mean  time* 

To  these  terms  I  agreed,  and  you  know  they  hare  been  fed  from 
your  vessel.  But  should  they  refuse'  to  take  passage  in  the  **  Water 
Witch"  and  "  General  Taylor,"  to-morrow,  it  will  be  with  the  expectation 
Aat  we  will  not  allow  them  to  starve  on  the  island  although  they  do  play 
false,  and,  entertaining  this  opinion,  they  may  determine  upon  remaining 
where  they  are  until  White  comes  with  the  *'  Fanny,"  which  vessel  I  un- 
derstand they  still  expect  will  come  to  carry  them  upon  the  expedition. 
This  may  be  White's  plan ;  he  has  neither  money  nor  credit,  I  think,  and 
he  would  be  glad  to  force  us  to  give  them  provisions ;  but  to-morrow  will 
determine  what  they  mean.  Should  they  decline  transportation  to-morrow 
morning  in  our  steamers,  I  wish  you  to  annul  the  embargo  upon  provisions 
immediately,  and  have  it  proclaimed  on  the  island  and  at  Pascagoula,  that 
provisions  and  food  of  every  kind  may  be  furnished  them,  and  that  free 
intercourse  may  be  held  with  the  island  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them 
food.  I  wish  you  likewise  to  withdraw  our  vessels  and  boats  firom  the 
side  of  the  island  next  to  the  main  laud,  and  allow  the  Round  island  peo- 
ple, and  the  Pascagoula  people,  to  eo  to  and  from  the  island  without  inter- 
ruption, and  to  confine  your  olockade  to  keeping  off  sea-going  vesseb.  ijT 
ffiey  should  act  in  hadfaith^  dt  course  you  will  not  give  them  a  pound  of 
provisions,  but  will  leave  them  to  themselves,  only  taking  care  to  keep 
them  within  our  waters. 

At  no  future  time  will  we  make  any  further  agreement  with  them ;  but 
you  can  send  away  to-morrow  such  as  are  willing  to  disperse,  either  to 
Wew  Orleans  or  Mobile,  provided  the  number  exceeds^ify. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commander. 
Lieut.  Commandant  E.  Fabband, 

Commanding  U.  S.  " Flirt" 
Off  Round  Mmd. 


(Copy) 

13.  S.  ^BOONSE  "  FlIBT/' 

Off  JR^ound  island^ 
SdS^.y  1349. 
Sir  :  The  persons  on  Round  island  have  declined  leaving  in  acxprdancf 
with  their  a^eement  with  you.  There  was  a  large  quaiitit]|r  of  |m)vision3 
arrived  for  them  during  the  nig^t,  and  I  learn  that  CoL  White  is  at  JPaaca- 
goula.  I  shall  keep  a  good  look  out  upon  tbexn  and  ^keep  yjon  advised  of 
their  movements. 

I  send  the  ^'  General  Taylor''  out  with  your  Marine  Ckuird^  as  th^y iCM 
be  of  2U>  fiurther  use  here. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedi«at4ierviait| 

EBEN.  FARRAJfDl, 
UaU.'Qmm^nditi^g.    ' 
To  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph, 
Commanding  U.  S.  &  ^^Alhany.^^ 
Off  Horn  Island.  ^         I 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


[  5T  3  94 

(Copy,) 

U.  S.  Ship  "  Albaht," 
Off  Horn  Island, 
Sept.  4th.  1849. 
Sir:  No  provisions  have  ever  been  stopped  which  were  brought  for  the 
Round  island  people.   They  have  free  intercourse  with  the  main,  and  pass 
and  repass  to  New  Orleans,  but  they  cannot  leave  here  in  a  sea-^ing 
vessel  if  I  can  help  it«    They  are  doubtless  expecting  the  ^^  Fanner''  daily, 
and  suppose  she  does  come,  of  what  use  will  this  ship  be  in  stopping  h^l 
none  at  all ;  and  the  ^'  Flirt''  but  little  better.    We  need  fast  steamers. 

I  had  made  an  agreement  to  remove  all  the  band  from  Round  island  to 
New  Orleans,  on  yesterday,  and  our  two  steamers  ^^  Water  Witch  "  and 
^^  General  Taylor''  were  prepared  to  receive  them  on  board,  when  CoL 
White  arrived  at  Pascaeoula  from  New  Orleans,  and  prevailed  upon  then 
to  plajr  false.  This  is  the  state  of  things  at  present  Their  hope  is  to  get 
to  sea  in  the  ^^  Fanny,"  and  such  is  White's  intention  I  am  sure  from  a  con- 
versation which  I  have  had  with  him.  I  believe  there  is  a  olan  maturing 
iJl  over  the  west  and  southwest  to  revolutionize  Cuba,  and  White  knows  it 
and  is  hopinjg  for  a  general  movement,  and  that  he  will  eet  them  awav. 

If  you  insist  upon  taking  the  ^^  General  Taylor ''  from  nere,  we  shall  be 
left  only  with  the  "Water  Witch,"  and  White  with  bis  men  in  the 
^  Fanny  "  would  laugh  at  all  our  attempts  to  stop  him.  Have  you,  sir, 
any  tidings  Ihat  the  "  Alleghany"  and  Vixen  are  on  their  way  keret  I 
trust  they  will  soon  come. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 


Capt.  John  Thomas  Newtov, 
Vommanding  Jfaoy  Yardy 
Pensacola. 


Commander. 


L 


(Copy.) 

CoMicAimAirr's  Office, 
Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 
Sept.  6thy  1849. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  your  letter  to 
Lieut.  Commandant  E.  t^arrand  of  the  "  Flirt,    and  ms  letter  to  you  is 
reply  has  been  received.    I  was  ^lad  to  be  informed  of  your  determinatioD 
to  raise  the  blockade  of  Round  island.     Indeed  I  am  of,  opinion  that  yon 
ought  not  to  have  so  proclaimed  it  without  special  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment at  Washington. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  the  band  of  adveaturefs 
dispersing,. and  that  their  contemplated  enterprise  will  be  broken  up. 

I  am  not  definitely  informed  as  to  the  destination  of  the  steamers  ^<  AI- 
leghanv'^  and  '^  Vixen.''  I  saw  it  stated  in  the  newspapers  several  day) 
since  that  the  former  had  left  Norfolk  under  sealed  orders ;  the  latter  vess^ 
X  believe  is  still  in  that  {>ort  preparing  for  sea. 

I  wrote  you  by  the  mail  of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  again  on  the  3d  inatsBt 
by  the  **  Creole,   both  of  which  letters  I  hope  you  have  received.      .  ^  _ 
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I  have  forwarded  copies  of  your  letter  of  the  4th9  and  its  enclosures  and 
a  copy  of  this  letter  to  tke  Navy  Department* 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Commandant. 
Commander  Victor  M.  Rakdolph, 
Onnmanding  U.  8.  8.  ''Albany;' 
Off  Horn  Island. 


(Copy.) 

Commakdant's  Office, 
No.  214.  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 

S^t.lth,  1849. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  enclosed  the  official  report 
dated  the  6th  inalant  of  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
**  Albanjr,"  received  this  day,  in  relation  to  his  operations  at  Round  island 
and  its  vicinity. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to  him  by  General  Camp* 
bell,  our  Consul  at  Havana,  under  date  of  the  28th  August  ultimo ;  a  copy 
of  a  letter  of  the  4th  instant  from  Lieut.  Commandant  Farrand  of  the 
^  Flirt "  to  him ;  a  copy  of  Commander  Randolph's  letter  of  the  5th  to 
me,  and  a  copy  of  my  reply  thereto  of  this  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON.    , 
Hon.  Wic.  Ballabb  Preston^ 
8ecretarff  of  the  Jfavy^ 
Washington. 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Ship  "  Albawt,'^ 
Off  Horn  island,  8eptember  6th,  1849. 
Snt :  I  herewith  send  you  communications  for  the  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Preston, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  whkh  I  beg  may  be  forwarded.    One  is  from  oar 
Consul,  Oen.  R.  B.  Campbell,  and  1  think  is  of  great  importance. 

You  will  perceive  by  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  how  nu^ 
ters  stand  in  this  quarter  at  present. 

Yon  will  Hkewise  find  why  the  ^^  General  Tayloi"  was  n^t  despatched 
this  morning  badr  to  Pensacola.  I  am  sure  you  will  not  be  sorprised  th«t 
ahe  was  not.  You  will  not  blame  me  for  despatddng  ninetv  of  the  adven- 
turers in  her  to  New  Orleans ;  I  had  no  other  conveyance  K>r  them.  The 
^  Water  Witch"  draws  too  mnch  water  to  reach  the  city  without  great 
danger  of  grounding ;  and,  besides,  it  is  very  important  that  one  steamer  at 
leairt  should  be  near  the  island,  to  guard  the  pass  and  keep  off  sea-going 
Teasels. 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  above  explanation  vrill  £iil  to  satisfy  you* 
I  am.  Sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 

Commander. 
Captain  JoHir  T.  Niwrow, 
<Jamimtmding  Navy  Yard,  Pensaeola. 
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(Copy.) 

CoKMAVDANT^fl  OfFICE,^ 

Nmy  Yard,  Pensacola,  SepUmh^  1th,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  with  its  several  en- 
closures, and  have  forwarded  to  the  Department,  by  this  day's  mail,  your 
communication  of  the  5th  to  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accom- 
panying the  same  with  a  copy,  each  of  the  letters  from  General  Campbell 
and  Lieut.  Commandant  Farrand ;  also  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  to 
myself,  and  of  this  reply. 

Your  course  in  regard  to  the  detention  of  the  steamer  "  General  Taylor," 
for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  your  letter,  has  my  approval. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Cowimamdcad, 
Commander  Victor  M.  RAvnoLra, 
Commanding  V.  8,  ship  "  Albany/'  off  Horn  island. 

(Copy.) 

Navt  Departmebt, 

SqOember  i5t&,  1849. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  No.  313,  and  that  of  the  7th,  No. 
214,  enclosing  papers  relating  to  the  movements  at  Roiuid  island  and  its 
vicinity,  have  teen  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Captain  John  Thomas  Nbwton, 
Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola, 

(Copy.) 
(No.  216.)  Commandant's  Office, 

Noffy  Yard,  Pensacola,  September  Bth,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  steamer 
^<  Alleghanv/'  Lieut.  Commandant  Wm.  W.  Hwiter,  anived  here  yesterdaj 
afternoon,  having  put  in  here  to  replenish  her  coaK  As  aoon  as  she  htf 
iakeu  a  supply  of  that  article  on  board,  she  will  proceed  to  the  vicifttty  of 
Round  island,  in  pursuance  of  your  orders. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  7tli  inslast,  from  Commandi^ 
▼.  M.  Randolph,  received  this  mornin?  by  the  steamor  ^^  Oenernl  Taylo ' ' 
I  have  ibrwatded  Lieut.  OoaunancbBt  Hunter's  official  report  by  tUf 
^y's  rndil. 

I  have  the  hcmorto  be,  very  remeotfuHy,  your  obedisnt  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
CImnmmmiaM. 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 
8eet0iarjf^ih»  Navy,  WaakingtOM. 

(Copy.) 

U.S.  Snip  "Albany," 
Off  Paseagwuia,  ISipUmberltk,  1649. 
Sir:  The  <<  General  Taylor''  has  yast  retained  from  New  OrleaMr>i» 
I  shall  despatch  her  in  ten  minntaa  to  Pensacola,  in  obedience  to  your 
order. 
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I  would  have  sent  her  as  soon  as  I  jreoeived  your  letter  by  the  "  Creole," 
but  she  was  then  off  on  the  Uip. 

Nothing  new  has  transpired  on  Round  island.  I  am  afraid  the  Cuba 
news  may  indispose  the  party  to  disperse.  They  have  undoubtedly  bought 
the  ^'  Fanny/'  and  a  fast  sailing  brig. 

My  present  berth  is  a  most  exposed  one^  and  I  shall  return  to  Ship  island 
perhaps  to-day.     We  may  look  for  gales  very  soon. 

Your  communications  will  find  me  at  Ship  island.  I  shall  say  nothing 
further  about  the  ^^  General  Taylor," — you  can  judge  as  well  as  myself  of 
the  necessity  of  having  steamers  here. 

I  hope  the  ^^  Alleghany"  is  coming  to  this  place.  The  ^^  Albany^'  would 
do  more  good  in  protecting  our  citizens  on  the  island  of  Cuba.  Sail  vessels 
are  of  no  use  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 

Captain  John  Thomas  Nkwtok, 
Commanding  Navy  Yardy.Pensacoku 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  -STBAMER  "  Alleghany," 
Perutficola  Navy  fardy  September  7th  y  1849. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  this 
day  touched  at  this  port  for  a  supply  of  coal,  and  expect  to  leave  to-morrow 
for  the  neighborhood  of  Cat  island,  distant  about  80  miles. 

The  Alleghany's  draft  of  water  being  too  great  to  cross  the  Bahama 
Banks,  I  was  necessitated  to  steam  to  the  Tortugas  against  the  current  of 
the  Gulf  Stream,  which  so  reduced  the  supply  of  fuel  as  to  require  the 
short  distance  from  thence  to  the  place  of  destination  to  be  made  under 
canvass.  Thk  part  of  the  passage  has  been  attended  with  an  unusual 
period  of  calm  weather. 

In  the  passage  hither  I  have  passed  many  sails  bound  from  the  northern 
to  the  southern  portion  of  our  coast,  which  I  have  carefully  scrutinized. 

Ihave  been  this  day  informed  that  the  Albany,  the  Flirt,  and  the  Water 
Witch  and  General  Taylor  (steamers),  are  in  the  vicinity  of  Round  island; 
and  that  the  assemblage  of  men  at  that  place,  consisting  of  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  are  being  dispersed.  Many  have  left  the 
island  and  returned  to  New  Orleans,,  and  tiie  remainder  it  is  thought  will 
soon  follow. 

I  expect  to  communicate  with  the  senior  naval  officer  j^sent  near 
Round  island  (Con^nander  Randolph),  in  a  few  hours  after  my  departure 
from  this  port,  it  bein^  about  50  mUes  distant. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  Alleghany  may,  aSv  soon  as  possible 
after  her  return  northward,  be  docked  at  the  Norfolk  yard,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  collar  of  her  starboard  main  «baft;  a  matter , which  wilt  re^ 
quire  but  little  labor,  and  which  can  be  completed  in  three  days,  but  is 
nevertheless  .neoesaarv  to.  the  efficiency  of  her  starboard  wheel,  and  cannot 
be  effected  out  of  dock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  ffteat  respect,  your  ob't  serv^t, 

^M..W.  HUNTER, 
.  Lieut  Commanding,  U.  S.  N 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  city. 
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(Copy.) 
(No.  216.)  ComiANDANT'a  Office, 

Navy  Tard^  Pensacda,  September  10(A,  1849. 
Si&:  I  kave  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  steamer  ^^  Alleghany," 
Lieut.  Commandant  Wm.  W.  Hunter^  proceeded  to  sea  yesterday  (Sunday), 
in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,. very  respeetfuUir.  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  THOMAS  NEWTON, 
Cammandant, 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmvtfy  WoihingioTU 

(Copy.) 

riAVT  DSPARTMSHT, 

September  nth,  1840. 
Sir  >  Your^  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  No.  216,  reporting  the  arrival  at 
Pensacola  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  "  Alleghany,"  Lieut  Commanding  W.  W. 
Hunter,  has  been  received  >  as  well  as  the  official  report  of  Lieut.  Com- 
manding Hunter,  and  copy  of  a  letter  to  your  address  from  Commander 
Victor  M.  Randolph,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  "Albany,"  dated  7th  inst. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Captain  John  Thomas  Newton, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Navy  T^rd,  Pensacola^  Fa. 

KCopy.) 

Navy  DEPARtiCEvr, 
September  18, 1849. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  lOtb  instant,  numbered  216,  reporting  the  de- 
parture from  Pensacola  of  ihe  U.  S.  steamer  ^^  Alleghany,^'  Lieut.  Com- 
manding W.  W.  Hunter,  has  been  received. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON.  ^ 
Captain  John  Thomas  Nbwton, 
Commandant  U.  &  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola^  . 

(Copy.) 
Navy  Drpartmrnt,  September  90M,  184ft  ' 
Sir  :  The  official  reports  of  your  proceedings  and  movements  with  i 
portion  of  the  Home  Squadron  under  your  command,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Round  island,  dated  26th  and  28th  of  August,  and  1st  and  6&  of  Sep- 
tember,  1849,  and  the  enclosures  relating  thereto,  have  been  received.    4 
The  prompt,  the  decisive,  and  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  J^ 
have  executed  the  confidential  instructions  of  the  9lii  ultimo,  addressed  to 
Commodore  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  is  fully  approved  by  the  Department 
Very  respectfally  yours,  fltc, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Commander  Victor  M .  Randolph, 

Commanding  U.  8.  skip  "  Albanyj^" 

Of  Pascagouhj  Mieeieiippi. 
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(Copy.) 

U.S. Ship  "Albany," 
Off  Ship  island^  September  14/A,  1840.  1 

Sm :  I  hftve  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Alleghany,  Lieut. 
Commandant  W.  W*  Hnnter,  anchored  here  on  the  10th  inst.,  last  fiom 
Pensacola. 

I  have  despatched  Lieut  Commandant  Hunter,  in  person,  to  New 
Orleans^  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  more  certain  information  of  the  plaqi 
and  designs  of  toe  indiriduals  directing  the  secret  movements  at  Round 
island ;  and  also  of  endeavoring  to  ascertain  positively  whether  the  steamer 
Fanny  has  been  purchased  bv  them,  and  is  still  designed  to  take  them 
upon  the  "  secret  expedition,  v 

Lieut.  Commandant  Hunter  being  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  and  having 
a  general  acquaintance  in  ihe  city,  will  doubtless  bring  back  important 
intelligence- 
It  has  been  blowing  a  ^le  for  the  last  three  days,  so  that  I  have  been 
cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  persons  on  Round  island.  The 
last  news  from  Cuba  I  am  afraid  has  indisposed  them  to  the  immediate 
abandonment  of  the  enterprise.  I  had  hoped,  and  indeed  expected,  that 
they  would  kave  all  dispersed  ere  this.  Certain  newspapers  in  this  quarter, 
I  reeret  to  say,  continue  to  encourage  them  to  persevere  in  their  wild  and 
kiwless  enterprise. 

I  am  strengthened  every  day  in  the  belief  that  the  band  of  men  on 
Round  Island,  now  numbenng  three  hvndred  and  sixty  (360),  are  ready  to 
embark  upon  any  expedition  which  jMomises  plunder.  Upwards  of  one 
hundred  (100),  as  I  have  already  apprised  the  Department,  have  taken  my 
advice  and  left  tfie  island.  They  comprised  the  deluded  and  ihaughtUee; 
thoiie  who  remain  are  generally  reckless  adventurers  of  all  nations,  who 
are  ready  to  go  anywhere,  and  to  do  almost  any  thing.^  I  excetmngly 
regret  to  hear  such  a  band  of  would-be  buccaniers  eulogized  as  patriotic 
and  chivalrous  American  citizens ;  and  the  navy,  and  myself  in  particular, 
denounced  as  having  shamefully  prevented  so  meritorious  a  band  of  heroes 
from  participating  in  a  contemplated  great  and  glorious  struggle  for  liberty 
and  the  rights  of  man !  Such  strains  of  rhapsody,  I  assure  you,  sir,  are 
not  uncommon  in  this  quarter  of  the  world. 

I  firmly  believe  that  the  three  hundred  and  sixtj  (860)  men  who  are  new 
<Hi  Ramd  island  oonld  be  readily  hired  to  butober  every  Spaniard  in  Yncalaa 
er  even  Cuba.  And  yet  it  is  notorious  tiiat  many  of  ms  very  band,  udnd- 
ing  their  Ck>lonel,  were  once  employed  by  the  whites  of  Yucatan  to  exter- 
minate the  poor  oppressed  and  degraded  Indians  who  kre  still  struggling  for 
freedcmi  with  a  good  prospect  of  success. 

I  am  very  respectfoUy, 
Tour  obH  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
CammandetfL 

HoK.  Wk.  Ballard  Pbxstok, 
Secretary  of  the  J^Tavyj 
Waslm^,  D.  C. 
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(Copy.) 
U.  S.  Steamer  *^  Alleghany," 
Off  Ship  Island, 
Sept.  18, 1849. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonir  order  of  liie  10th  inst.,  I  bare  tke  honor  tery 
respectfully  to  report  that  I  proceeded  forthwith  to  New  Orleans  and  thov 
learned  from  Mr.  Peters,  Collector  of  the  port,  and  Mr.  Bradford,  acting  U. 
S.  District  Attorney  (the  District  Attotnc^^  being  absent  from  the  city)  that 
in  their  opinion  the  energetic  and  prompt  action  ei  the  General  Goventmoity 
together  with  liie  apparent  want  of  fnnds  at  the  disposition  of  the  ieadm 
of  ^e  Rocu^d  island  expedition,  had  so  paralysed  th^  whole  operatioH,  u 
speedily  to  bring  about  a  dispersion  of  the  people  assenbted  at  Round  isltaL 

The  steamer  ^^  Fanny''  has  been  puthased  by  tbehr  leaders  for  ftl6,000, 
which  WM  lo  hare  been  paid  in  tl^  city  of  New  York.  One4Mlf  bn  beei 
paid,  they  had  been  unable  to  pay  the  remainder*  Collector  Peters  hdib 
the  register  of  the  ^^Faniiy,''  and  also  stated  to  me  that  he  ofmU  preve 
the  connection  between  the  parties  concerned  in  the  purchase  of  tiie  "  Fan- 
ny*'  and  personi  in  New  York  imf^cated  in  similar  illegal  acta  at  thai 
place. 

The  ^^  Fatmy"  is  a  sea  steamer  of  light  draft,  whidi  would  enable  h^  to 
ap^oaoh  closely  to  Round  island.     - 

Notwithstanding  it  is  highly  probable  that  no  further  effisrt  will  be  made  to 
send  abroad  the.  renmant  of  ii»  band  assembled  at  Round  iriasid,  yet  to 
gtard  against  the  possibility  of  such  a  thmg,  I  suggested  to  Cdkotor  PeMit* 
a  ready  and  sure  means  of  prerenting  it^  with  which  suggestion  he  has  fdly 
mmourred  and  has  promised  in  the  event  of  any  measures  being  taken  to  de- 
spatch tbe  ^^  Fanny' '  or  any  other  liriit  draft,  fast  vessel  by  tbe  partj  aUuded 
to,  he  will  give  you  timely  notioe  uiereofy  by  seadbi^  to  yon  tiie  net  h^ 
steamer  ^^  California''  or  some  otiner  steamer  plying  m  tiie  waten  in  the  fi- 
oiidty.  Yeu  will  thus  have  tiie  means  by  greater  celerity  of  movement  aid 
ti^Aer  draft  of  >ater  to  control  atyouf  diao^tton  the  aseveMtets  of  the  people 
at  Round  island. 

I  would  further  state  that  on  my  representing  to  ibe  actii^  U.  S.  Disliill 
Attorney  (Mr.  Bradford)  and  Mr.  Peters,  CoHectdr  at  New  (Meaw,  As 
statement  of  those  persons  who  were  of  tiie  Round  island  band  and  at  their 
aameat  solicitation  have  entelred  tibe  Naval  Service  of  the  United  Slates, 
am :  tiiat  altiKNq^  their  destiufllian  was  imknown  to  them,  yet  they  had  the 
{iledga  of  the  persons  whom  they  eaUed  <Aeers,  Hmt  they  should  be  fiuvislMl 
mA  arms,  be  under  «  military  organisation  an^  psoeeed  as  soldiers  to  sosis 
foreign  conn^,  and  at  tiie  CKpiration  of  one  year's  service  they  shcndd  rscefve 
one  thousand  dollars  for  their  military  services ;  both  Mr.  Bradford  and  Mr. 
Peters  concurred  with  me  in  tiie  belief  that  such  testimony  would  be  sufficieot 
to  prove  that  the  people  nowaasembled  -at  Round  island  were  a  body  of  our 
citizens,  within  the  jurisdiotion  of  the  United  States,  who  had  begun,  set  oo 
foot,  and  are  now  preparing  a  military  expedition  or  enterprise  to  be  carried 
on  from  th^oee  against  some  state  with  whom  onr  country  ia  aft  peMe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir^ 
*  With  great  respect,  your  ohedmit  servcM^ 

(Signed)  W.  W.  HUNTER. 

■Lieut.  Commanding^  U.  S.  N. 

To  COMMANDCR  ViCTOR  M.  RANDOLPH,  U.   S.    N. 

U.  S.  Ship  "  Albany," 
Senior  iQflScer  present,  Com^ding  Oulf  Squadron. 
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(Copy-) 

U.  S.  Ship  "  AuaANY," 
Off  Ship  Island, 
Sept  20.  1849. 
SiA  :  Herewidi  I  send  you  tiie  result  of  an  examination  which  I  directed 
to  be  made  yesterday  on  board  this  ship  by  three  officers,  Lt.  Commandant 
W-  W.  Hunter,  Lt.  Danl.  B.  Ridgely  and  Bt.  Lt.  F.  Nowell  of  the  U.  S.  Ma. 
tine  Corps.  You  will  also  peroeive  that  the  testimony  of  the  twelve  (12)  men 
from  Round  island  who  volmiteered  to  ship  on  board  the  Albany  was  taken, 
and  that  it  {troves  beyond  question  that  the  contem^dated  expediti(Ha  was 
designed  to  be  strictly  miiitary  in  its  oharaoter ;  that  the  men  on  Ro«nd 
island  were  regularly  mustered  and  drilled  by  companies  and  in  battalion^ 
and-  tbat  they  were  put  upon  guard  dulv,  called  together  by  drum  and  fife 
and  given  oountersi^id.  In  short  that  they  were  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
«  regularly  organSxd  imilitary  band.  That  they  even  held  a  court  martial 
on  llie  island  fof  the  trial  of  a  delinquent  offioer,  who  was  also  punished  by 
said  court  and  suffered  the  awarded  punishment.  All  these  facts  were  known 
to  me  before  I  took  any  action  in  the  matter,  but  I  now  deem  it  proper 
to  place  ike  Department  in  possession  of  sll  the  facts  of  the  case,  so  that  the 
somewhat  r^d  eourse  whi<^  I  have  pursued  here  may  not  be  regarded  as  in- 
defensible. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  now  diat  war,  plunder,  women,  drink,  and  tobacco 
were  the  induoements  held  out  to  the  men  who  were  oilisted  for  this  ^^  secret'^ 
€;zpeditk>n« 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 
V.  M.  RANDOLPH,  Commander. 
Hon.  W.  BikLLARD  Peeston. 
Secretary  of  the  JVavy. 

(Copy.) 

[Duplicate.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Albany, 
Off  Ship  Island, 
Sept.  19th,  1849. 
Statement  of  Edwin  B.  Scott,  John  Search,  Michael  Finnan,  Danl.  Mul- 
holland,  Peter  Kelly,  James  Murray,  Hugh  Kennon,  James  Bently,  John 
Holland,  James  Brennon,  John  Nixon,  Thomas  Barton,  shipped  from  the 
Round  island  expedition  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Albany*  Commander 
V.  M.  Randolph  Commanding,  in  relation  to  their  contemplated  secret  expe- 
dition.    Given  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Albany  oflF  Ship  Island,  Septem- 
ber 19th,  1849. 

!•  Edioin  B.  Scofty  was  entered  by  Capt.  Driggs  on  the  25th  of  July  at 
New  Orleans,  thinks  he  signed  his  name  H.  H.  Driggs,  Commanded  the 
Pelican  Company,  was  to  receive  07  00  per  month  and  serve  twelve  months, 
and  two  and  one-half  dollars  extra  for  clothing.  And  at  the  expiration  of 
the  service  was  to  receive  one  thousand  doUras.  Was  one  of  a  party  of 
About  460  which  left  New  Orleans  about  five  or  six  days  after  his  enlistment. 
Went  in  steamers  by  way  of  the  lake  to  Round  island.    After  several  drills 
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he  was  appointed  Sergeant-Major  of  the  battalion^  was  drill^  by  Lt.  Dallj, 
faMkde  regular  and  written  reports  every  morning  and  signed  himself  Sergeant 
Major,  and  the  reports  were  received  by  the  Adjutant.  Was  on  the  island 
when  a  court  martial  was  held  for  the  trial  of  Lieut*  Rowan.  The  sen- 
tence of  the  court  was,  that  the  said  Lieut.  Rowan  be  confined  to  lus  t^t 
for  twenty-four  hours  and  apologize  to  his  company,  which  sentence  was  exe- 
cuted. The  Adjutant  informed  him  that  he  was  to  consider  himself  under 
military  organisation  and  to  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  army.  He  was  told 
Ihat  the  steamer  '^  Fanny"  would  take  him  and  the  rest  to  a  foreign  country, 
and  that  they  would  be  furnished  with  arms.  Enlisted  on  board  the  U.  S. 
Ship  ^^  Albany"  by  hb  own  request,  was  told  that  he  was  to  fight,  perhaps 
hard  fitting,  and  perhaps  not. 

2.  John  Searchj  states  that  he  was  enlisted  in  New  Orleans  in  Capt.  Pat- 
terson's company,  he  thinks  about  the  latter  end  of  July.  Capt.  Patterson 
told  him  that  they  would  have  hard  fi^tmg,  were  drillea  twice  a  day  on  the 
island.  Is  a  native  of  New  York,  Lieut.  O'Neal  was  first  Lieut,  and  Lieut 
King  was  the  second  Lieut.,  was  told  that  he  was  to  go  out  <^  the  United 
States,  but  not  far ;  his  pay  was  to  be  (8  00  per  month,  was  to  serve  one  year 
as  a  soldier,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  receive  one  thousand  dcdlars.  En- 
listed voluntarily  on  board  the  U.  S.  Ship  ^^  Albany."  Was  told  that  it  was 
a  rich  country  where  they  were  to  go. 

8.  Michael  Finnan^  states  was  enlisted  in  New  Orleans,  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
belonged  to  Capt  Boyle's  company,  were  drilled  twice  a  day  morning  and 
evening  by  ike  orderly  sergeant  was  told  that  they  would  have  to  fight,  en- 
listed on  board  the  U.  S.  Ship  ^^  Albany"  voluntanly.  He  believed  that  he 
was  engaged  in  an  unlawful  military  expedition,  was  to  receive  (8  00  per 
month,  to  serve  one  year,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  year  was  to  receiTS 
one  thousand  dolUtrs,  believed  that  he  would  be  sent  to  Cuba.  He  per- 
formed the  duty  of  sentinel  over  the  Adjutant's  tent. 

4.  Daniel  Mulhollandy  was  bom  at  Manchester,  England,  was  enlisted  as 
a  soldier  in  New  Orleans  by  an  orderly  sergeant,  went  to  Round  island  in  a 
lan^  draft  about  the  beginning  of  August;  was  told  that  he  would  have  to  fi^t 
and  work,  was  drilled  and  belonged  to  Capt.  Patterson's  company,  expected  to 
leave  every  day  in  the  steamer  ^^  Fanny,"  was  to  receive  (8  00  per  mon&y 
and  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  was  to  receive  one  thousand,  was  put  on 
IK>st  the  night  the  men  broke  uie  windows  of  the  li^t-house  keeper,  was  toU 
not  to  allow  any  one  to  pass  without  an  o£Scer  or  giving  the  countersign,  which 
was  ^^  White."  He  believes  the  row  was  quieted  b^  the  keeper  of  die  li(^t- 
house  threatening  them  to  go  over  to  Pascagoula  for  United  States  sold^ 
Enlisted  on  board  the  U.  S.  Ship  ^^  Albany"  voluntarily. 

6.  Peter  Kelley,  was  bom  at  Vicksburg,  Miss,  was  enlisted  by  C^tain 
Boyle  and  belonged  to  his  company,  was  to  receive  $8  per  month  and  at  die 
expiration  of  a  year  was  to  receive  one  thousand  dollars,  was  enlisted  abont 
the  10th  of  July.  Col.  White  told  "  all  hands"  that  they  were  going  to 
a  rich  foreign  country,  would  have  a  plenty  of  hard  fighting  and  that  wj 
would  have  a  plenty  of  liquor,  money,  and  women ;  said  this  in  a  speedi  Ii^ 
made  on  the  island,  that  he  told  them  they  would  get  away  in  the  ^^  Fannj)^' 
and  receive  their  arms  on  board,  they  all  gave  Col.  White  six  cheers  when  be 
finished  his  speech,  was  drilled  twice  a  day  and  was  put  on  post  in  his  rega- 
lar  turn.  Enlisted  on  board  the  U.  S.  Ship  "  Albany"  voluntarily  and  vai 
£lad  to  do  so. 

6.  James  Murray j  was  bom  at  Liverpool,  was  enlisted  at  New  Orleans  in 
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Cftpt.  Boyle's  eompaoy  as  a  wMm,  was  toM  lie  was  to  ao  to  a  f(»reigii  (KNin- 
trjj  and  to  fight  hard,  that  he  was  to  reoeive  arms  when  he  got  on  the  idand, 
was  to  receive  $8  per  month,  and  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  to  receive 
one  thousand  dollars.  Col.  White  told  him  that  he  was  to  so  in  the  ^^  Fan- 
ny'' and  woold  then  receive^  arms.  Enlisted  volontarily  on  board  the  U.  S* 
Ship  ^^  Albany."  Col.  White  said,  that  they  were  to  go  where  they  could  get 
a  plenty  of  li^ior,  women,  money,  and  a  pknity  to  eat  Was  drilled  twice  a 
day,  and  was  put  on  post  in  his  regular  tum. 

7«  Hugh  Kennany  bom  at  Prince  Edwards  island,  was  enlisted  in  New 
Orleans  between  two  or  tiiree  months  since  by  Capt.  Patterson  and  belonged 
to  his  company.  Lieuts.  O'Neal  and  King  were  the  first  and  second  Ineots. 
of  the  company,  was  te  get  $8  per  month,  and  at  tiie  expiration  of  the  year 
to  receive  one  thousand  tibllim ;  was  told  that  he  would  have  to  carry  arms, 
and  leave  the  island.  Was  drilled  twice  a  day,  and  was  put  on  post  to  pre* 
vent  the  men  breaking  the  class  of  the  light-house  keeper's  windows,  and 
that  the  countersign  that  ni^t  was,  ^  White."  Enlisted  on  board  the  U.  S. 
Ship  ^^  Albany"  voluntarily  and  was  ^ad  to  do  so. 

8.  James  Bentltfy  was  bom  at  Burliiifftcm,  Vermount,  enlisted  in  New  Or- 
leans, between  two  or  three  months  since  by  Cmt.  Driggs  of  Pelican  company, 
was  orilled  and  put  on  post,  mustered  by  the  drum,  was  officers'  cook.  The 
countersign  once  when  he  was  on  post  was  ^^  General  Taylor  ;^^  was  to  be  car- 
ried away  in  the  ^  Fanny"  and  to  receive  arms  at  the  place  where  they  were  go- 
ing. That  it  was  a  ridi  foreign  country,  where  they  would  have  a  plenty  of 
everything  and  would  have  to  fi|^t  hard;  was  to  have  (8  dollars  per 
month,  aiKl  at  the  expiration  of  the  year  was  to  receive  one  tMusand  dollars. 
When  he  enlisted  in  New  Orleans,  he  thought  the  expedition  was  sanctioned 
by  our  oovenmient  and  when  he  found  that  it  was  not,  was  anxious  to  leave, 
l^nlisted  on  board  the  U.  S.  I%ip  ^^  Albany"  voluntarily.  Some  of  the  men 
lulled  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  light-house  keeper,  altiioudi  the  lidit-house 
keeper  told  them  that  Sie  cattle  belonged  to  him  and  threatened  to  send 
over  to  Pascagoula  to  General  Twiggs. 

9.  John  Holland,  was  b(Mm  in  Nova  Scotia.  Enlisted  in  New  Orleans  in 
company  A,  Capt.  Harris.  Lieut.  Milter  belonged  to  the  same  company. 
Was  to  get  $8.00  per  month,  and  at  the  end  of  we  year  was  to  receive  one 
thousan£  Was  to  go  to  some  foreign  country,  and  receive  their  arms  when 
thev  got  there-Hiiat  they  were  to  go  to  a  rich  country,  where  they  would  get 
a  plenty  of  liquor,  women,  and  money,  and  were  to  have  hard  fitting.  Tbiat 
they  were  to  go  in  the  ^'  Fanny,"  which  was  in  the  dock  then,  and  as  soon  as 
she  was  ready  they  would  start.  Were  drilled  and  posted  until  the  men-of- 
war  came  to  the  bland,  and  then  the  drills  were  ordered  to  be  suspended. 

10.  James  Brennon,  bom  at  Grand  Oulf,  Miss.,  was  enlisted  at  New  Or- 
leans about  two  months  since,  in  Capt.  Boyle's  company.  Lieut.  Rainey  be- 
longed to  the  same  c<»npany.  Was  to  get  f  8.00  per  month,  and  at  the  end 
of  tiie  year  to  receive  one  tnousand  dollars.  Was  told  that  he  would  have  to 
fight,  and  would  get  arms  when  they  arrived  at  the  place  where  they  wer^ 
going  to-^that  it  was  a  ridi  foreign  country,  where  t^ey  would  get  a  plenty 
of  everything.  Was  drilled  and  posted,  and  once  when  he  was  <m  post  the 
countersign  was  ^^  White.^^  Col.  White  told  him  that  tiie  steamer  ^^  Fanny" 
If  ould  be  ready  in  about  two  weeks,  and  come  and  take  him  away — ^he  thought 
^ey  were  going  to  rob.  Col.  White  told  them  that  they  would  have  a  plenty 
of  women,  liquor,  and  money.     Enlisted  on  board  the  ^^ Albany"  voluntarily. 

11.  John  Jfixon,  bom  in  Ireland.    Enlisted  at  New  Orleans  about  two  or 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


[  5f  ]  jm 

three  mon^  sinoe^  in  C^t»  FatteiBen'B  <K>mpany.  Lient.  O'Neal  belonged 
to  tiie  same  ccmptoij.  Was  drilled  twice  a  day,  and  was  put  on  post. 
When  he  was  on  post  once  the  countersign  was  ^  Tescas.^  Thought  at  first 
he  was  engaged  in  a  government  expedition,  but  when  he  fovmd  it  was  net,  he 
was  anxious  to  get  away.  Was  told  he  was  going  away  to  fight,  uid  &at  ^ 
they  were  successful  they  would  all  be  well  paid,  and  if  not  sucoessful,  would 
probably  never  get  home.  Col.  White  said  that  they  were  going  to  an  island 
where  tiiey  would  get  a  plenty  of  liquor  and  tobacco.  Enlisted  on  bourd  die 
^  Albany^'  yohmtariljr.  Col.  White,  in  his  speech,  said  that  they  would 
get  arms.  The  battalion  were  ordered  out  to  hear  Col.  White.  Wa»  to  re- 
oeire  ^.00  per  month,  and  at  the  end  cS  the  year  a  thousand  ^llaars. 

Ig.  Thomas  Btsrton^  was  bom  at  New  Orleans.  Enlisted  in  Capt. 
Boyle's  company.  Lieut.  Poland  belonged  to  the  same  company.  Was  t^ 
get  $8.00  per  month,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  receire  a  thousand  dol- 
Uurs.  Was  drilled  twice  a  day,  and  was  on  post  once  when  the  oountersiga 
was  ^^  Beauty. ^^  Lieut.  Poland  told  them  that  they  waaM  get  the  arms  oa 
board  the  steamer  ^^  Fanny"  or  ^^  Maria  Burt,"  and  that  those  steamers 
would  take  them  to  a  foreign  eountry  where  they  would  have  hard  fij^ting. 
Lieut.  Poland  said  tiiat  they  would  go  to  Cuba.  That  the  battidion  wu 
formed  by  Adjutant  Dally  to  hear  a  speech  from  Col.  White.  The  Col.  said 
that  Aey  were  going  to  a  plentiful  country  where  they  would  have  hard  fifl^t- 
ing,  a  i^nty  of  liquor  and  women.  Enlisted  on  board  the  ^  Albany^'  ymn- 
tarily. 

We  do  hereby  certify  that  we  were  present  when  ih»  above  atatemenfts 
Yere  made,  and  that  they  were  c^ven  voluntarily. 

(Signed)  W.  W.  HUNTER, 

Lieut.-Cotrkmandant  U.  S.  Jf. 
DAN.  B.  RIDGELY, 

Lkuienani  U.  S.  JVa«f« 
F.  NOWELL, 

Bi.  1st  Lieut.  Marine  Corps. 

(Copy.) 

U.  &  Ship  "  Albany," 
Off  Ship  Island^ 
Sept.  20,  loid. 
Sir  ;  I  be^  leave  most  reapeetfuUy  to  forward  you  for  your  information  the 
declarations  made  by  the  (12)  men  who  volunteered  to  ship  on  board  tb«  AI- 
bany,  and  who  were  at  the  time  a  part  of  the  Romd  idand  band. 

A  perusal  of  this  paper  I  think  cannot  fail  to  convince  you  that  mv  meas- 
ures  here  have  been  the  result  <^  mature  deliberation.  There  are  (8)  agkt 
other  men  in  the  squadron  who  were  on  Round  island,  and  who  diipped  oa 
board  the  Flirt  and  Wat^  Witch,  imd  I  am  convinced  that  ^eir  testimcoyy 
when  obtained,  will  agree  m  every  particular  with  what  is  now  forwarded.  I 
shall  take  steps  to  obtain  their  statements  as  soon  as  I  can  commnnicate  widi 
those  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commander. 
Hon.  Wm«  Ballasd  PnEaTOK, 
Secretary  of  the  Jfavy. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Sh»  "  ALBAinr,'* 
Orr  Ship  Island, 
Sept.  20, 1849. 
Sn:  Heremtii  I  send  yon  a  copy  of  fhe-instractions  which  I  gave  to 
Lieai^-Commandaiit  W.  W •  Hunter,  npon  despatchiDg  him  to  the  city  of 
New  QrleftDB  to  obtain  information  relatrre  to  the  intentions  <^  Ihe  band  of 
men  encamped  on  Ronnd  island,  together  with  his  written  report  fnmidied 
me  on  Ub  retnm* 

I  tiuBt  the  Hon.  Secretory  of  tfafe  NaTy  will  approve  of  my  conrile  in  this 
basinoss.. 

I'  am,  sir,  T«ry  respectftilly, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

•     V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commander. 
Hob.  Wm.  B.  Pbcstoit, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfa/oy^ 

Washington,  D.  C. 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Ship  Albany, 
Ort*  Ship  Island, 
&pf.  lOM,  1849- 
Sib  :  Yon  will  proceed  forihwiih  to  New  Orleans  and  wul  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain every  information  tonching  the  movements  and  operations  of  Col.  White 
and  others,  so  far  as  thej  may  be  concerned  in  "causing  the  assemblage  of 
men  on  Round  island,  believed  to  be  organized  and  designed  for  the  invasion  of 
a  foreign  state  in  amitv  with  our  country^ 

Ton  will  further  endeavor  to  obtain  precise  information  of  ihe  description  of 
vessel  or  vessels  which  have  been  represented  to  me  as  having  been  purchased 
or  parocnred  to  tfanspoort  abroad  from  our  waters  the  band  of  men  now  en- 
camped on  Round  island.  When  you  have  obtained  all  the  information 
you  can  on  the  subject  above  stated,  yon  will  return  to  our  anchorage  o£f  Ship 
island  and  make  your  report  to  me  in  person. 
I  am,  SM*,  wry  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  V.  M-  RANDOLPH, 

Commander. 
Lieut. -CommaDdant  W.  W.  Hunteb, 

Commanding  U.  S,  steamer  "  Alleghany. ^^ 

(Copy.) 
U.  S.  Steameb  "  Alleghany,'* 
Pensacola  Navy  Yabd, 
September  21,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  very  respotfiilly  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S.  steamer  ^^  AU^hany,"  under  my  command,  at  this  place,  last  from 
her  anchorage  near  Ship  isluid. 

In  obedience  to  yonr  instructions  of  the  14ih  ultimo,  addressed  to  Commo- 
dore Parker*  Commander  Randolph  has  directed  me  to  proceed  to  this  place 
for  fuel,  and  from  hence  to  Washington. 

On  the  7th  inst.  I  had  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  the  condition  of  the 
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collar  of  the  starboard  main  shaft,  irhieh  deprives  the  vessel  of  die  use  of  ^ 
starboard  wheel,  and  caimot  be  repaired  out  of  the  dock.  It  will  require  bat 
a  few  days  to  arrange  this,  which  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  leak  occasioned 
by  the  defective  oo&r  alluded  to.  It  app^urs  to  be  my  duty  to  acquaint  yoa 
with  these  circumstances,  and  before  passing  the  Naval  Depot  at  Norfolk 
towards  Washington,  to  touch  at  the  anchorage  there  for  any  instructioDB 
which  the  oircumstances  here  narrated  may  have  made  it  your  pleasore  to 
transmit. 

I  had  the  honor  to  suggest  to  Commander  Randolph  the  importanoe  of  ob- 
taining a  narrative  of  me  testinumy  of  ibe  persons  who  had  been  of  the 
Round  island  band  and  have  entered  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  his  concurrence  obteined  fixun  those  on  board  the  ^^>  Albany"  testi- 
mony, together  with  faets  which  I  collected  at  New  Orleans,  and  nave  re- 
ported to  C<mmiander  Randolph  ^  writing  abundantly  estabUshisg  in  mv 
mind  that  the  bimd  assembled  at  Round  island,  and  those  connected  with 
them,  had  ^^  begun,  and  set  on  foot,  and  were  preparing  a  military  expeditkn 
or  enterprise  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  Cuba. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  HUNTER, 
Lieut.  Commanding  U.  S.  JV*. 
To  the  Hon.  Wu^iam  Ballaad  Peeston, 
Secretary  of  the  JVat?y, 

Washington  C%,  D.  C. 


(Copy.) 

NaVT   DEPA&TMSirT, 

Sept.  29,  1849. 
Sib  :  Your  Aree  several  commnnicotions  of  the  20th  instant,  with  th^  re- 
spective enclosures^  have  be^n  received. 
I  am  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 
Commander  V.  M.  Randolph, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Albany  y 
Home  Squadron^ 


(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Ship  Albany, 
Off  Ship  Islako, 
Sept.  26,  1849. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  the  testimony  of  Uie  keqper 
of  the  light-house  on  Round  island,  together  with  the  statements  of  the  men 
who  shipped  on  board  the  U.  S.  schooners  Flirt  and  Water  Witch,  all  gooK 
to  prove  the  military  and  lawless  character  of  the  assemblage  on  RoaDd 
island. 
From  the  communication  made  to  me  by  Lieut.  Commanding  E.  Fanaad, 
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joa  will  pereem  there  is  good  groancUi  for  beliering  that  the  Round  islaiid 
band  will  disperse  in  the  ooorse  of  a  few  days. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfoll^, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
(Signed)  V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Wm.  Ballard  Preston, 

Secreimry  of  the  Jfavfj 
Wadiington,  D.  C. 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  ScHR.  «  Flirt," 
Of  Round  islandj  September  24,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  Cereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  6f  your  communication  of  the 
20th  inst,  and  shall  in  all  particulars  act  in  conformity  with  your  instruc- 
tions. 

The  doctor  belonging  to  the  Round  island  party  was  on  board  yesterday, 
and  he  told  me  they  would  certainly  get  away  this  week ;  they  have,  he 
informed  me,  only  about  three  days'  provisions,  and  did  not  expect  any 
more. 

There  have  been  several  complaints  made  to  me  of  killing  cattle,  and 
other  trespasses :  yesterday,  I  learn,  they  were  to  the  number  of  about 
forty  making  a  great  riot  at  Pascagoula.  I  enclose  you  also  a  statement 
of  liie  keeper  of  the  li^ht  on  Round  island ;  he  has  made  repeated  com- 
plaints to  me,  all  of  a  similar  nature.  He  has  reported  the  facts  to  the 
collector  of  Mobile,  who  recommends  his  applying  to  the  commanding 
naval  officer  here,  stating  that  he  has  no  force  he  can  send  him  for  his  pro- 
tection. 

Last  nieht  I  sent  him  three  men.  to  assist  him  in  getting  off  on  board  of 
this  vessel  in  case  he  was  attackea. 

I  send  you  the  result  of  the  examination  of  the  men  who  shipped  from 
Round  island  on  board  of  this  vessel  and  the  **  Water  Witch,^^  in  tripli- 
cates, as  you  directed,  confcnrming  as  near  as  possible  to  what  viras  con- 
ceived to  be  your  wishes. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         EBEN.  FARRAND, 

Lieut.  Commanding. 
To  Commander  V.  M.  Randolph, 

U.  S.  ship  <<  JUbanyy"  off  Skip  island. 

The  following  are  the  questions  put  to,  and  the  answers  given  by 
Henry  Wilson. 
1st  Quest    Were  you  on  Round  island  1 
Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

2d  Quest.    Did  you  of  your  own  free  will  ship  in  the  U.  S.  naval  service  1 
Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

3d  Quest.  When  you  joined  the  ^^  secret  expedition,'^  were  you  not 
informed  by  the  persons  who  engaged  you,  that  it  was  to  oe  a  military  ex- 

E edition,  and  that  you  would  be  furnished  with  arms  and  that  you  would 
ave  to  %ht  1 
Ans.    I  joined  the  expedition  in  consideration  of  the  pay,  totally  ignorant 
of  its  character  or  objects.  _  ^  ^_^  ♦.  .  ^ 
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'  4thQ<ieeC;  WhetamoUat  <tf  pay  was  pfomiaed  ytfm  p6r  montk^uKl 
how  much  money  was  you  tcreceive  at  the  end  of  twdve  months  1 

Ans.  Promised  ei^ht  dollars  per  month ;  at  the  end  of  12  months  ser- 
vice, one  thousand  dollars,  with  rations  and  clothing. 

5tb  Qi^st.    Were  you  not  drilled  on  Round  island  1 

Ans«    Yes,  sir. 

6th  Quest  Were  you  not  told  that  the  ateMner  ^^  Fanny'*  woidd  take 
you  away  from  Round  island,  upon  the  iMlitary  expediti<m1 

Ans.  We  were  told  that  the  steamer  "  FanAy "  was  fitting  out,  and 
would  take  us  to  our  destination.    Nothing  said  about  a  military  expedition. 

7th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  by  Col.  White,  that  you  would  have  to 
fight  hard,  but  ttiaJt  if  you  were  successful  you  would  have  plenty  of  plun- 
der^  dtitik,  v>omen  and  tobacco  f 

Ans.     No.  • 

8th  Quest  Were  you  not  called  together,  whilat  at  Ramd  island,  b; 
drum  and  fife  1 

AnsL    Yes,  dn 

9tb  Quest  Were  yon  not  regularly  drilled  in  companies  and  in  bat 
talional 

Ans.     YeSy  sir. 

10th  Quest.  Were  tiue  oi&cers  and  ao»<eomnaia«oned  oficere  appointed 
and  selected  1 

Anfl<    Yea,  air. 

11th  Que^  Did  not  a  court  martial  once  sit  on  the  island  for  a  trial  of 
an. officer,. and  was  not  that  officer  puabbed  by  sentence  of  said  oourti 

Ana.     I  do  not  reooUect  anything  of  the  kind. 

12th  Quest.     Were  not  the  officers  always  addressed  by  tixeir  titles  1 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

13th  Quest.  Was  there  not  always  an  officer  on  duty,  called  officer  of 
the  dayl 

Ads.    Yes,  sir. 

The  following  are  the  questions  putia^  amd  the  anwmere  given  by 

John  Riley. 

1st  Quest.     Were  you  on  Round  island  ? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

3d  Quest.    Did  you  of  your  own  free  will  ship  in  the  U.  S.  naval  service? 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

3d  Quest  When  you  joined  the  "  secret  expedition,''  were  you  not  in- 
formed by  the  persons  who  engaged  you  that  it  was  to  be  a  military  expe- 
dition, and  that  you  would  be  furnished  with  arms  ^nd  that  you  would 
have  to  fidit  ? 

Ans.    I  was  informed  that  I  would  be  supplied  with  arms. 

4th  Quest  What  amount  of  pay  was  promised  you  per  month,  and  bow 
much  money  were  you  to  receire  at  the  end  of  12  months  f 

Ans.  Eight  dollars  per  month  pay,  rations  and  clotlung',  and  one 
thousand  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  service. 

6th  Quest.     Were  you  not  drilled  on  Round  island  ? 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

6th  Quest.  Were'  you  not  told  that  the  steamer  "  Fanny"  would  take 
you  away  from  Round  island  upon  the  military  expedition  ? 

Ans.    Yes,  by  the  officers  on  Round  island.    - 
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7th  Qwst.  Were  you'iiat  told  by  Co!.  Whitr,  ttat  you  would  have  to 
ight  hard,  but  that  if  you  were  snccessftil  you  would  have  plenty  6(  plun- 
der, drink,  women  aad  tobacco  ? 

Ana.  Yes,  we  were  told  we  would  have  to  fight  by  tiie  officers,  and 
that  we  would  have  plenty  of  plunder. 

8tti  Quest.  Were  you  aot  called  together,  whilst  at  Round  island,  by 
drum  and  fife  ? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

9th  Quest.  Were  you  not  regularly  drilled  in  companies  and  in  bat- 
taltotts  J 

Ans.     Yes,  sir ;  every  morning  and  evening- 

10th  Quest.  Were  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  appointed 
and  selected  1 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

11th  Quest  Did  not  a  court  martial  onee  sit  on  the  island  for  the  trial 
of  an  officer,  and  ^vas  not  that  officer  punished  by  sentence  of  said  court? 

Ans.     Does  not  know,  not  being  present. 

12th  Quest.    Were  not  the  officers  always  addressed  by  their  titled 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

13th  Quest.  Was  there  not  always  an  officer  on  duty,  called  officer  of 
the  day  1 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

14th  Quest.  Were  you  given  to  understand  that  California  was  the 
destination  of  the  expedition,  or  had  you  any  knowledge  of  its  destination? 

Ans.  We  were  told  in  Orleans  thiat  our  destination  was  California  or 
the  island  of  Cuba* 


(Copy.) 
To  Eben^r.  Fakband,  ^ 

Lieut.  Commanding  U.  &  8chr.  Flirty 
Off  Rouna  Island. 

U.  S.  ScHR.  Water  Witch, 

Sundayy'^,  1849. 
Sir  :  We  the  undersigned  respectfully  report  that  agreeably  to  your  in- 
structions of  yesterday,  we  examined  all  the  men  who  have  shipped  on  board 
the  Flirt  and  this  vessel  from  Round  island,  asking  the  questions  propounded 
by  Commander  Randolph  and  one  or  two  others.  The  answers  were  given 
without  objection,  hesitation  or  demur,  and  without  the  use  of  any  influence 
save  the  simple  putting  of  the  (question. 

tn  addition  to  the  enclosed  hsts  of  questions  and  answers,  we  api>end  a 
statement  of  the  keeper  df  the  light  on  Round  island,  tnade  this  morning  on 
board  this  vessel  over  his  own  signature. 

We  are,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servants, 
(Signed)  GEO.  M.  TOTTEN, 

Lient.  Commanding 
(Signed)  THOMAS  PATTISOW; 

Jlcting  Master* 
(Signefl)  JOHN  WALCOTTf, 

.dieting  Mccster. 

ly  Lemuel  Childress^  keeper  of  the  light  on  Round  island,  do  hereby  siste 
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HoBi  some  c^  die  peraona  aasembled  on  tfie  idiad,  hsre  injured  pobfio  p9K>- 
perty,  are  in  the  habit  (KT  committing  indeceneies  about  my  premisei,  that 
they  have  killed  without  license  or  purchase  cattle  belongmg  to  the  former 
keeper  of  the  light,  and  are  in  the  habit  of  making  such  threats,  as  to  indnoe 
me  to  believe  that  my  person  and  property  are  not  safe  amongst  them. 

(Signed)  LEMUEL  CHILDRESS. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Water  Witch, 

Off  Round  Island,  Sq^ft.  28, 1849. 

The  following  are  the  questions  put  to  and  the  answers  given  by  Chaita 
Wilson. 

1st  Quest.    Were  you  on  Round  island  1 

Ans.    Yes. 

2d  Quest.    Did  you,  with  your  own  free  will,  ship  in  the  U.  S.  service  \ 

Ans.    Yes. 

3d  Quest.  When  you  joined  the  secret  expedition,  were  you  not  informed 
by  the  persons  who  engaged  you  that  it  was  to  be  a  military  expedition,  and 
that  you  would  be  furmi^ed  with  arms,  and  that  you  would  have  to  fi^tl 
^  Ans.  They  told  us  it  was  to  be  a  military  expedition,  and  they  expected 
we  would  have  to  fig^t,  and  we  were  to  be  funiished  with  arms  for  tbt 
purpose. 

4th  Quest.  What  amount  of  pay  was  promised  you  per  months  and  bov 
much  money  were  you  to  receive  at  the  end  of  twelve  mcmths  1 

Ans.  We  were  to  receive  seven  dollars  per  month,  and  at  the  exprstioi 
of  12  months  service  one  thousand  dollars,  and  a  ratkm  and  clothing  donog 
the  term  of  service. 

£th  Quest.     Were  you  not  drilled  on  Round  islandl 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

6th  Qtest.  Were  you  not  told  that  the  steamer  <<  Fanny"  would  tab 
you  a^ay  from  Round  island  upon  the  military  expedition  1 

Ans.  It  was  the  general  report  that  we  were  to  be  taken  away  by  die 
steamers  ^^Fannv,"  Maria  Burt,  and  other  vessels. 

7th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  by  Col.  White  that  you  would  hate  to 
t^t  hard,  but  that  if  you  wore  successful  you  would  have  plenty  oC  flta^^ 
drinky  uoomefiy  and  tobacco  ? 

Ans.    No,  sir. 

8th  Quest.  Were  yon  not  called  together  while  on  Round  island  by  dnno 
andfifel 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

9th  Que^t.    Were  vou  not  regularly  drilled  in  companies  and  battali<n»  j 

Ans.  They  were  drilled,  not  regularly,  in  marching,  and  at  first  bai 
morning  and  evening  paradas. 

10th  Quest.  Were  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  oco- 
panics  i^pointed  and  selected  1 

Ans.    Officers  were  selected. 

nth  Quest.  IM  not  a  court  martial  once  sit  on  the  island  for  the  tni 
of  an  officer,  and  was  not  that  officer  punished  by  sentence  of  said  court! 

Ans.    Not  that  I  know. 

12th  Quest.    Weie  not  the  officers  always  addressed  by  tbur  titlet 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

18th  Quest.  Was  there  not  always  an  officer  on  duly  caUod  officer  of  ^ 
dajl 

Ans.    Yes,  fax. 
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The  fii^wiiig  ure  the  qaestions  pat  to  and  the  snswera  giyen  bj  James 
R.  Booth. 

Iflt  Quest.    Were  you  on  Round  klandl 

Ans.    YeS)  sir. 

2d  Quest*    Did  yon,  ^th  your  own  free  will,  ship  in  the  U.  S.  serrice  ? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

3d  Quest.  When  you  joined  the  secret  expedition,  were  you  not  informed 
hy  the  persons  who  ei^aged  you,  thai  it  was  to  be  a  mititary  expedition,  and 
that  you  would  be  fuimshed  with  arms,  and  that  you  would'have  to  fight  1 

Adb.    Yes,  sir. 

4th  Quest.  What  amount  of  pay  was  promised  you  per  month,  and  how 
much  money  were  you  to  receive  at  the  end  of  twelre  months  1 

Ans.  Seven  dollars  per  month,  and  one  thousand  dollars  for  twelve 
months  active  service,  also  clothing  and  rations. 

6th  Quest.    Were  you  not  drilled  on  Round  island  ? 

Ans.    Yes,  nr. 

6th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  that  the  steamer  '^  Fanny^'  would  take  you 
away  from  Round  island  upon  the  military  expeditioni 

Ans.    Either  the  steamer  ^^  Fanny"  or  ^^  Maria  Burtr'^ 

7th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  by  Col.  White  that  you  would  have  to 
B^i  hard,  but  that  if  you  were  succeiBsful  you  would  have  plenty  of  plunder^ 
drinkj  tionien*  and  tobacool 

Ans.  He  (Col.  White)  said  nothing  about  fijE^ting,  but  said  where  we 
were  going  we  would  have  plentj^  of  women,  plenty  of  plunder,  rum,  and  cords 
of  tobacco,  as  much  as  we  could  roll  in. 

8th  Quest.  Were  you  not  called  together,  while  on  Round  island,  by 
drum  and  fife  1 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

9th  Qu0St.  Were  you  not  regularly  drilled,  both  in  companies  and  in 
battalions  1  j 

Ans.    We  were  drilled  both  in  companies  and  battalions* 

10th  Quest.  Were  the  officers  and  non-^oommissioned  officers  of  the 
companies  appointed  and  selected  1 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

11th  Quest.  Did  not  a  court  martial  once  sit  on  the  island  for  the  trial 
of  an  officer,  and  was  not  that  officer  punished  by  sentence  of  said  court  1 

Ans.    Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

12th.    Were  not  the  officert  always  addressed  by  their  tide  t 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

13th  Quest.  Was  there  not  always  an  officer  on  duty  called  officer  of 
the  day  1 

Ans.    Yes  sir.  ">  "       •    • 

The  following  are  the  questions  put  to  and  the  answers  given  by  Daniel 
Warren. 

1st.  Quest    Were  you  on  Round  island  1 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

dd  Quest.  Did  you  of  your  own  firee  will  ship  on  the  U.  8.  naval 
service  1 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

3d  Quest  When  you  joined  the  ^  Secret  Expedition  "  were  yon  no 
iaformed  by  the  persons  who  engaged  you,  that  k  was^to  be  a  military  ex- 
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pedition,  and  that  you  would  be  fucniahed  with  9Stm^  and  d»t  yovi  irould 
have  to  fight  1 

Ans.  When  I  agreed  to  go,  it  was  with  the  undentaiiding  that  we  were 
to  go  without  arms  and  as  emigrants  to  where  we  were  to.  leant  afterwards. 
But  after  reaching  the  island  I  learned  we  were  to  receive  arms* 

4th  Quest.  What  amount  of  pay  was  promised  you  per  month  and  bow 
much  money  were  you  to  receive  at  the  end  of  twdve  months  t 

Ans.  Seven  dollars  per  month  and  one  thovaand  dollars  at  the  ead  <rf 
twelve  months,  and  was  also  found  rations  and  ^kithinff. 

5th  Quest.     Were  you  not  drilled  on  Round  island  f 

Ans.     Yes>  sir,  driUed  in  knarchiagii 

6th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  ti^it  the  steamer  <^  Fanny''  would  ttkt 
you  away  from  Round  island  upon  the  military  expedition  1 

Ans.,  I  was  by  Captain  Harris;  be  told  all  of  as  we  were  to* be  taken 
away  by  the  steamer  **  Fanny." 

7th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  by  Col.  White  that  you  would  have  to 
fight  bard,  but  that  if  you  were  sucoeasful,  you  would  have  plenty  of  pkn- 
derj  drinky  women^  and  tobetcco  ? 

Ans.     I  was  tokl  so  by  Gapt.  Harris. 

8th  Quest.  Were  you  m^  called  together  whilst  at  Round  Island  by 
drum  and  fife  1 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

9tb  Quest*  Were  you  not  regularly  drilled  in  companies  and  inbi^al* 
ions? 

Ans.     We  we  regularly  drilled  in  the  companies  we  belonged  to. 

10th  Quest  Were  the  officers  and  non^ooaMmissioned  officers  appointed 
and  selected  1 

Ans.     There  were  persons  acting  and  respected  such. 

11th  Quest.  Did  not  a  court  martial  once  sit  on  the  island  ibr  tiie  trial 
of  an  officer  and  was  not  that  officer  punished  by  sentence  of  said  court! 

Ans.    Not  to  my  knowled^. 

12th  Quest.     Were  not  die  officers  always  addressed  by  their  tttle^t 

Ans.     Yes  .sir.  / 

13th  Quest.'    Was  there  not  always  an  officer  on  duty  called  officer  o< 
the  day? 
;  A«8»    I  do  not  know. 

The  foUowiOg  are  the  quaatkins  pat  to  and  tbe  attswera  given  by  Siibod 
August : — 

.1st  Quest.    Were  yon  onJ&ouBd  island. 

Ans.  I  was  on  the  island. 

2d  Quest.  Did  you  of  your  own  free  will  ship  in  the  U.  S.  naval 
service  1 

Ans.    Yesysir. 

3d  Quest.  When  you  joined  the  secret  expedition  were  you  not  i*- 
formed  by  the  persons  who  engaged  yoa  that  it  was  to  be  a  military  etpe- 
dition,  and  that  you  would  be  furnished  with  arms,  and  that  you  wt)«I<l 
ky»veto.fi^bt!l 

Ans.     We  were  promised  arms  and  clothing  and  were  to  fight. 

4th  Quest.  What  amount  of  pay  was  promised  you  per  mondi  and  hov 
mHcbnoMy  were  you  torective  at  the -end  of  tvt^ive- months? 

AnB.  Eight  doUaia  pes  jnotith .  and  owe  > tbe«sattd  dtSiars  at  &e  exfrn- 
tion  of  twelve  months.  ^  -  . 

Digitized  by  LiOOgle 


118  [  5T  j 

6th  Quest.    Were  you  not  drilled  on  Round  Island! 

Ans.    No  sir,  but  the  company  I  belonged  to  was. 

6th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  that  the  steamer  ^^  Fanny  "  would  take 
you  away  from  Round  Island  upon  the  military  expedition? 

Ans.    Yes  sir,  the  steamboat  'Tanny^  and  other  yessels. 

7th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  by  Col.  White  that  you  would  haye  to 
fight  hard,  but  if  you  was  successful  you  would  haye  plenty  of  plunder, 
drink  J  women,  and  tobacco  ? 

Ans.    Yes  sir. 

8th  Quest.  Were  you  n6t  called  together  whilst  at  Round  island  by 
drum  and  fife  t 

Ans.  My  company  was  not,  as  the  music  belonged  to  another  com- 
pany. 

9ui  Quest.  Were  you  not  regularly  drilled  in  companies  and  in  bat- 
talions? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir^tibe  company  was  drilled. 

10th  Quest.  Were  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  appointed 
and  selected  t 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

lltli  Quest.  Did  not  a  court  martial  once  sit  on  the  island  for  the  trial 
of  an  officer  and  was  not  that  officer  punished  by  sentence  of  said  court  1 

Ans.    I  do  not  know. 

12&  Quest.    Were  not  the  officers  always  addressed  by  their  titles  t 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

ISth  Quest.  Was  there  not  always  an  officer  on  duty  called  officer  of  the 
day? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

The  following  are  the  questions  put  to,  and  the  answers  g^yen  by,  Charlef 
Bolts. 

Ist  Quest    Were  you  on  Round  island? 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

2d  Quest    Did  you  of  your  own  free  will  ship  in  the  U.  S.  nayal  senricef 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

Sd  Quest  When  you  jomed  the  secret  expedition  were  you  not  informed 
by  the  persons  who  enf;aged  you  that  it  was  to  be  a  military  expedition  and 
that  you  would  be  furnished  with  arms  and  you  would  haye  to  fi^t  ? 

Ans«    Yes,  sir. 

4th  Quest  What  amount  of  pay  was  promised  you  per  month,  and  how 
much  money  were  you  to  receiye  at  the  end  of  twelye  months  ? 

Ans.  Eight  dollars  per  month  pay,  dotiiing  and  rations,  and  at  the  end  of 
twelye  mimths  one  thousand  dollars. 

5th  Quest.    Were  you  not  drilled  on  Round  island  ? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

6th  Quest  Were  jrou  not  told  that  the  steamer  [^  Fanny"  would  take 
you  away  from  Round  island  upon  the  military  expedition? 

Ans.  IThe  steamer  ^^  Fanny"  with  others  was  miptioned  as  haying  been 
engflHsed  to  take  us  away  and  uiat  we  were  to  be  furnished  with  arms  and  am* 
munition  where  we  were  going. 

Ttii  Quest  Were  you  not  told  by  CoL  White  that  you  would  haye  to 
fight  hard,  but  that  if  you  were  successful  you  would  haye  plenty  of  plunder, 
drink,  women,  and  tobacco  ? 

DOC.  W— 8  , .  , 
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Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

8th  Quest.  Were  jdu  jM  called  togetber  whiUt  Vki,  Rooad  islsnd  hj 
4nim  tad  JSfe-? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir^ 

9th  Qaest.    Were  you  not  regularly  drilled  in  compani^f  and  baltalioMt 

Ajis.    Was  drilled  in  squads  and  oompaaies. 

10th  Quest.  Were  &e  officers  and  son-<^OixunisaiouedoCceri  appoinUd 
and  selected? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

lltb  (^uest.  Did  not  a  court  martial  once  sit  on  the  island  fer  ^e  triil 
of  an  officer,  and  was  not  that  officer  punished  by  sentence  of  Baid  eoortt 

Ans-    Heard  of  an  officer  being  tried,  knew  notbisg  of  the  sentence* 

Tjhe  following,  are  the  (juestieos  put  to,  and^the  answers  ^reu  hj^Hmj 
Parinain. 

1st  Quest    Were  you  on  Round  island  1 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 
'   2id  Quest.     IMd  you  of  your  own  free  will  ship  in  the  U.  S.  na¥al  sanrioet 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 
'  8d  Quest.    Wh^  you  jcnned  the  secret  expedition,  w^re   yost  not  m- 
fbrmed  by  the  persons  who  engaged  you  that  it  was  to  be  a  sulitarr.  expedi- 
tion, and  that  you  would  be  furnished  with  arms,  aiid  yon  wxwlo  hare  to 
fight! 

Ans.  Was  not  informed  that  it  was  to  be  a  military  expedition^  but  cod- 
tidered  it  aa  such,  as  the  captain  of  my  company  (H.  H.  DriggO  inf^med  a 
number  of  his  company  that  they  were  each  to  be  furnished  with  a  rifle,  brace 
of  pistols  and  a  ktrge  knife,  when  we  arrived  at  the  place,  of  our  destins- 
tion,  we  would  have  hard  fight,  then  we  would  go  into  barrack,  and  not  haie 
tp  march  throujjh  the  country. 

'  4ili  Quest,   ^^at  amount  of  pay  was  promised  you  per  month,  and  \m 
much  money  were  you  to  receive  at  the  end  of  twelye  months  t 

Ans.   Seven  dollars  per  month  pay,  good  and  comfortable  dothing,  ratiflOSt 
apd  one  thousand  doUais  at  the  end  of  twelve  months. 
'  5th  Quest     Were  you  not  drilled  on  Round  island? 

Ans.    We  were,  sir. 

6i;h  Quest  Were  you  not  told  that  the  steamer  ^*  Fanny"  would  tdce 
you  away  from  Round  island  upon  the  military  expedition  1 

Ans.  We  were  told  that  we  would  be  taken  away  in  the  steaiaer  ^'  Fsb- 
i^''  on  the  expedition. 

7th  Quest  Were  you  not  toM  by  CoL  White,  that  you  would  have  to  t^ 
l^iard,  but  if  you  were  successful  you  would  have  plenty  of  plundar,  diisl^ 
women,  and  tobacco? 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

8th  Quest.  Were  you  not  called  together  whilst  on  Roind  island  I7 
^Tfun  and  fife  1 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

9th  Quest  Were  you  not  r^jplarly  drilled  in  companies  and  in  battsl- 
lions? 

Ans.     We  were,  sir. 

Ipth  Quest  Were  the  offiarra  aad  lon^commissioned  officers  of  the  con- 
panies  appointed  and  selected  ? 

Ans.    officers  were  selected. 
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lltliQMit    SUlMt  »  eolivt^BwrtMa onoe  at  onlfe  Mand  ft^ the ttial 
%j£  an  officer,  and  was  not  tfiatofficer  j^nmhed  bj  smimo^  of  said  eovtl 
AnB.    Yes,  sir. 

12th  Quest    Were  not  the  officers  always  addressed  by  their  tide  1 
Aqa*    Yes,  sin. 
ISth  Quest*    Wm  there  not  always  an  officer  on  duty  called  officer  of  the 

^^ 

Ab0«    Yesysir* 

14lh  Quest.  Were  yon  givw  to  OBderrtind  that  Califonia  ifas  ^  da». 
Ibatioii  of  the  eKpeiitkm,  at  had  you  any  kaowiedgaof  iia  dcstinatiQft  t 

Aoi.    Yea,  sir* 

The  folfewimg  are  the  queeticHU  pat  to,  and  lbs  aiawers  given  by,  Henqr 
MoUe* 

IstQsett.    WeseyoaokJlaaQdistNidl 

Ans.    Yes,  sir» 

2d  Quest.    Did  you,  rfyowr#«a  fineo  will,  stui^  in theU«  &  Jiaval  service? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

8d  Qtest.  Wkien  you  joined  the  ^^  secret  expedition,"  were  you  not  in- 
formed, by  tiie  pei(aons  who  engaged  you,  that  it  was  to  be  a  military  expedi- 
tion, and  that  you  would  be  furnished  ¥rith  arms,  and  that  yw  wwdd  bane  i> 
6ght! 

Ans.     No,  sir* 

4th  Quest.  What  amount  <^  pay  was  promised  you  per  month,  and  how 
much  money  was  ^u  to  receive  at  ^e  end  of  12  months  1 

Ans.  To  receive  eight  dollars  per  month  pay,  rations  and  clothing,  and 
^pe  thousand  ddllars  at  the  expiration  of  12  montlm  semce. 

5th  Quest.    Were  you  mot  drilled  on  Round  bland  ? 

Ans.     Yes,  sir. 

9th  Quest.  Were  you  not  toM  that  the'  steamer  *^  Fanny'^  would  take 
you  away  from  Hound  island  upon  tiie  military  expedition  ? 

Ans.     No,  sir. 

7th  Quest.  Were  you  not  told  by  Col.  White  that  you  would  have  to 
fi^t  hard,  but  that  if  you  were  successful  you  would  have  plenty  of  plunder, 
^Innk,  women,  and  tobacco? 

Ans.    We  would  have  to  fight,  have  plenty  of  money  and  women. 

8th  Quest.  Were  you  not  called  leather  whilst  at  Round  island  by  drum 
mxtA  Wdi 

Ans.    Tes,  sir. 

9th  Quest.  Were  you  not  regulariy  driHed  in  companies  ^umI  in  bat- 
talions? 

Ans.    Yes,  sir. 

10th  Quest.    Were  the  cfficers  and  non-oemmissioned  officers  appointed 
smd  selected  ? 
t      Ans.    Yes,  sir* 

11th  Quest.  Did  not  a  court  martial  once  sit  on  the  island  fbr  the  trilil 
of  an  officer,  and  was  not  that  officer  punished  by  sentence  of  said  court'? 

Ans.     No,  sir^not  to  my  knowledge. 

12th  Quest.    Were  not  the  officers  always  addressed  by  their  titles? 

Ans.     Yes,  cir. 

18th  Quest.  Was  there  not  always  im  officer  on  duty,  called  officer  c{ 
the  day? 

Ans.    Yesifiir. 
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14&  QiiMt.    Were  yon  given  to  undentaiid  that  Cafifbudft  ivm  the  des- 
tnurtkB  of  the  eicpeditioiii  or  had  jon  any  knowledge  of  its  deetinatioii  t 
Ana.    Yes,  sir. 

TrBASVET  DsPAATHElfT, 

May  2»thy  1850. 
Si& :  In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  referred  by  yon  to  this  De- 
partment, reqnesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  ^^  to  iitform  the  Se- 
nate whether  any  and  what  informatioii  has  been  rsoeiTed  by  the  ExecntiTe 
department  respecting  an  alleved  rerolotionwy  noremeiit  in  the  island  of 
Cuba,  and  to  oommnnicate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  oonespondenoe  and 
orders  relative  thereto."  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  copies  of  all 
communications  to  and  from  this  department,  wi&  copies  of  the  letters  and 
papers  to  which  they  refer,  embracing  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of 
this  department,  and  all  its  correspomknce  on  the  sabjeet  referred  to  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  reopeetfldly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  MEREDITH, 
Secretary  pf  the  Treasury • 
The  PBXsiDKirr. 

(StiieUy  Confideiitul.] 

TbBASUBT   DSPAIITMERT, 

10/A  August,  1849. 
Sib  :  Information  has  been  received  that  a  military  expedition  is  in  pre- 
paration within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  to  be  carried  on  from 
thence  against  the  territory  of  Mexico  or  Cuba,  probably  the  latter.  It  is 
believed  to  be  designed  that  part  of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  this  expedi- 
tion sh^  proceed  by  sea  from  a  point  within  or  near  your  district.  I  aend 
you  herewith  copies  of  a  note  which  I  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  and  of  confidential  orders  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
Commodore  Parker.  These  papers  contain  the  information  now  in  possession 
of  the  government  so  far  as  relates  to  preparations  in  your  vicini^.  You  an 
requested  to  communicate  with  the  Attorney  of  the  U.  S.,  and  aid  so  far  m 
may  be  in  your  power  in  detecting  and  suppressing  this  attempt  to  violate  die 
laws  of  the  United  State,  and  if  any  case  should  arise  in  which  your  official 
intervention  mav  be  required  under  the  act  of  20ih  April,  1818,  entitled 
*'  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  ^  Act  for  the  punishment  <k  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,'  "  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned ;  yoa 
will  of  course  act  promptly  in^pursuance  of  tiie  provisions  of  that  statute. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  J^EREDITH, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
&  J.  Petxbs,  Esq., 

Collector  of  the  Customs^ 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,     r- 

I  have  information  which  is  entirely  reliable,  that  Col.  White  is  preparing 
an  expediticm  against  Cuba.    He  had,  on  the  28th  ultimo.,  400  meu,  whidi 
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lie  nised  in  a  cbj  or  two  »t  the  PeHow,  New  Qrleane,  and  expects  to  nuae 
there  in  all  800,  mi  ccnrreeponding  nnmbere  in  Boston,  New  Yoric  and  Bahi* 
more.  The  recmitB  at  New  Orleane  are  to  be  drilled  on  Cat  island,  froM 
winch  point  thqr  are  to  embark  in  tiie  steamer  Fanny  about  the  20Ui  or 
26A  inst.,  for  the  south  side  of  Cuba. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  military  in  Cuba  are  said  to  be  in  oommuni- 
eataon  with  them. 

My  infonnant  called  again  to-day.  He  has  received  anodier  lett^  horn 
New  Orleans.  The  company  which  had  been  raised  set  out  on  the  morning 
of  the  31st  before  daylij^t,  tor  some  place  on  the  lake  shore  to  drill.  CoL 
Biscoe,  <tf  New  Orleans,  and  Charles  C.  Campbell,  are  to  be  officers  in  the 
expedition.  Whiting  8l  Co.  have  $250,000  on  hand  to  forward  the  expe- 
dition. 

Augusi  9tlh  184d* 
Hjon.  Wk.  M«  Meredith, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Deah  Sui :  Please  find  above  copies  of  my  two  notes  to  Mr.  Clayton, 
oommunicating  all  the  information  I  hare  upon  ih^  subject. 

I  am  very  respectfully  yours, 

T.  EWINO. 


IStncOy  CoofideatiiL] 

Navy  Depahtkeitt. 
August  29,  1849. 

Sir  :  Though  the  government  has  no  precise  information,  yet  it  has  been 
informed  by  a  communicalion  from  Brevet  Major-GenenJ  Twiggs,  ^^ihst 
600  men  raised  in  New  Orleans,  landed  on  the  Slst  ulto.  on  Round  island, 
three  miles  from  Pascagoula ;  that  they  are  unarmed  and  encamped  under 
their  commander.  Col.  White."  General  Twiggs  was  informcKl  by  Col. 
White,  ^^  that  it  was  a  party  of  emigrants  destined  to  California."  The 
(General  further  states  ^^  that  large  as  was  the  body  of  men,  he  should  have 
l^en  the  subject  no  consideration  but  for  the  popular  belief  that  an  enedi- 
tion  is  being  fitted  out  in  the  south-west  and  west  for  the  invasion  of  Cu- 
ba or  to  revolutionise  the  Mexican  States  of  the  Sierra  Madre."  ^^  Rumor 
here"  (the  (General  remarks)  ^^  and  in  the  ci^  of  New  Orleans  peints  to  this 
body  of  600  men  as  a  portion  to  the  band  to  be  employed  and  which  is  to  re- 
cekfe  large  reinforcements  from  the  western  states."  Other  information  less 
authentic  has  been  furnished,  in  which  it  is  alleged  that  CoL  White  is  prepar- 
ing an  expedition  against  Cuba;  that  on  the  28th  ulto.  he  had  raised  400 
men  in  New  Orleans,  that  he  expected  to  raise  in  that  city  in  all  800,  and 
corresponding  numbers  in  Boston,  New  York  and  Baltimore,  that  the  recruits 
at  New  Orleans  are  to  be  drilled  at  Cat  island,  from  which  point  they  are 
to  embark  in  the  steamer  Fanny  about  the  20th  or  25th  instant  for  the  south 
aide  of  Cuba  and  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  military  in  Cuba  are 
aaid  to  be  in  communication  with  Aem."  ^^  Colonel  Briscoe  of  New  Orleans 
and  Charles  C.  Campbell  are  to  be  officers  in  the  expedition;"  that  Whiting 
&  Co.  of  New  Orleans  have  ^25,000  to  forward  the  expedition." 

Any  such  invasion  of  either  Cuba  or  Mexico  is  a  violation  of  our  obliga- 
tions of  neutrality,  as  we  are  at  peace  with  both  governments. 

The  United  States  are  bound  to  respect  the  rights  both  of  S^ain  and  of 
Mexico,  and  ^^  no  person  is  permitted  within  the  territory  or  junsdiction  of 
the  United  States  to  begm  or  to  set  on  foot  or  to  provide  or  prepare  tl|ue 
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»for  oaj  mSitery  exptffitim  6r  wteipriBe  to  bo  oacitied  oi  fiiom^de 
agaiiiBt  tke  texiitory  oi  atiy  forsign  prmoe,  or  gtite,  or  vtwoj  cdonj,  distrM 
«r  peoplo  witk  irtiidi  ti^  IJnitcid  Sttftoo  are  at  peaoe." 

Yoa  are  there&re  directed  hj  tike  Preiide&t  to  repair  fordiwiih,  wiA  tl» 
force  under  yonr  command,  to  the  yioinhy  of  Cat  idand  and  Che  moaik  d 
tke  MisBisaippi  rlhrer  and  eo-operaie  wA  tibe  Distriot  Attorn^  of  tiie  Ui^ 
States  and  the  Collector  of  the  Customs  at  New  Orleans,  and  act  in  cMtdt 
wA  tbem,  aiwl^  yomwdf  of  all  itch  kifbmaition  and  of  all  mnA  Means  u 
they  nay  liaire  at  their  eosnnand  and  tigilai^  and  aciiTely  obeerte  tfai 
jMOTementa  and  operations  of  any  bands  or  aseenAIages  of  people ;  for  Um 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  hostile  military  expedition  cnr  enterpnn 
is  begun  or  set  <xi  foot  or  any  means  provided  agaoAst  the  territory  or  donia* 
ions  of  any  prince,  or  state,  or  any  colony,  district  or  people,  with  whom  Ae 
Umted  Stotes  are  at  peace.  Should  you  discover  and  ascertun  any  such  si- 
tempt  by  any  portion  of  our  citizens,  to  invade  either  Cuba  or  Mexico,  yM 
will  employ  the  force  under  your  command  to  prevent  it.  If  yoQ  should  re- 
ceive any  informatian,  or  discover  any  fact  with  regard  to  said  laovement  yoa 
will  not  on  y  take  turompt  measures  to  artestit^  bat  you  will  giro  early  notiM 
to  the  Department. 

Shdnld  you  on  reaching  Cat  island  and  its  vicinity  ascertain  that  a  hostfle 
movement  is  on  foot  and  has  proceeded  ^^ainst  the  island  of  Cuba,  vou  wiD 
repair  with  the  force  under  your  command  to  that  island,  and  use  all  proper 
means  under  your  power  to  prevent  their  landing  so  as  to  avert  and  prevent 
the  violation  of  our  obligations  of  amity  and  peace  with  Spain. 

The  duty  assigned  to  you  may  become  highly  delicate  and  important  The 
Department  relies  upon  your  prudence,  your  sagacity  and  your  discretion  for 
tiie  successful  accomplishment  of  the  service  to  which  you  are  ordered. 

Very  respectfully, 
Yours,  &c. 

WM.  BALLARD  PRESTON. 

CoBCMoDons  FoxHALL  A.  Parker, 
Comm^ding  U.  S.  Home  squadron, 
Pensacok,  Fla. 


Bat  St.  Loma,  Mtsi. 
2Ut  AuguHj  180. 
^  Sir:  Your  communication  of  10th  instant  marlced  "stricUy  confiden- 
tial "  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive. 

The  object  had  already  attracted  my  attention  and  I  had  taken  steps  to 
procure  the  most  reliable  information  as  to  the  movements  to  whidi  yot 
refer.  The  attention  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney  had  been  called 
(officially)  to  this  matter  some  two  or  three  weeks  ago  by  the  Mcxic» 
uonsul  who  was  then  of  opinion  that  Yucatan  was  the  place  for  wWck 
the  men  being  raised  were  destined.  He  stated  that  Cat  island  was  the 
point  of  **  rendezvous." 

I  took  immediate  steps  to  be  well-informed  of  all  that  might  occv 
there.  I  went  to  the  island  and  gave  instructions  to  Mr.  Cuwas,  a  bioi^ 
trustworthy  man  and  keeper  of  the  lighthouse  there,  to  inform  me  of  every 
movement. 

Round  island  near  Pasca?ou1a  was  however  subsequently  selected  instnJ 
or  Cat  island. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m  t  ^  i 

On  SatKhty  tlie  IMi  bsl.,  the  day  after  I  received  your  letter,  I  de- 
spatebed  a  trusty  person,  one  who  was  not  likely  to  excite  any  suspicions, 
to  Pascamula,  with  instructions  tb  join  a  party  of  Ishenhen  and  go  to 
Round  island,  and  pass  as  much  time  there  as  might  be  necessary  to  get 
the  fullest  possible  information,  as  to  the  objects  and  destination  of  the  men 
now  collected  there  under  the  control  of  O.  W.  White. 

That  person  has  returned  this  morning  and  has  reported  to  me  as 
follows : 

At  dayN^t  yesterday  morning  he  was  at  Round  island,  and  engaged  in 
hattlittg  the  seine  near  the  encampment.  Many  of  the  tnen  on  shore  soon 
came  and  joined  them ;  many  were  personally  known  to  my  informant. 

There  'are  there  now  about  060  men,  their  namber  is  d^ly  increHsing;. 
Thergo  in  small  numbers,  s^  eight  or  ten  at  a  time.  They  bare  all  faeeti 
csHrerally  selected,  and  as  my  informant  sa^  ^remarkably  fine  looking 
fellows,"  Dressed  in  cftiKen's  clothes,  no  uniformity  except  in  their  caps, 
which  are  all  glazed  undress  or  fhrage  caps.  They  htwe  no  arms  whatevefr 
-«-tfre  not  iriSed^  and  it  seems  careAiUy  avoid  the  commission  of  any  act 
that  might  indicate  them  as  a  military  expedition. 

They  have  abundance  of  mone^  for  all  their  wants — ^pay  fibemlly  for  aU 
they  get  from  the  people  residing  in  their  vicinity. 

O.  W.  White  is  unquestionably  their  chief  and  leader.  My  infonnattt 
was  not  able  to  ascertain  anything  about  their  destination.  The  men  ht 
saw  and  knew  declared  to  him  that  all  were  ignorant  on  that  point. 

He  wai  told  that  they  had  bought  the  steamer  Fanny  now  being  fitted 
up  at  the  ship  yard  opposite  New  Orleans,  and  that  they  were  in  treaty  foir 
the  steamer  rashion. 

I  shall  keep  myself  Well  informed  as  to  this  affair,  and  You  may  refy, 
sir,  that  whenever  the  circumstances  shall  be  such  as  to  make  it  my  dutjr 
tt>  act  under  the  law  of  SOth  April,  1818,  that  duty  will  be  promptly  per- 
formed. Of  course  I  must  be  ^ided  in  determining  on  the  applica^on  of 
the  law  to  any  case  that  may  arise  by  the  advice  of  the  tJ.  8.  Distrii^ 
Attorney* 

Mr.  Hatiton  is  now  absent,  having  gone  to  Kentucky  for  his  hmily,  a|id 
Mmy  not  return  for  three  or  four  weeks.  Mr.  Bradford  bts  partner  is  charged 
with  attending  to  his  official  duties  during  his  absence.  Mr.  B.  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  deservedly  high  professional  reputation,  and  his  opinion  wifl 
be  entitled  to  entire  confidence. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  certainty 
where  the  money  comes  from — this  once  known,  the  destination  of  th^ 
projected  expedition  can  no  longer  be  a  matter  of  doubt. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  obtain  this  important  information,  and  if  I  succeed  I 
will  immediately  communicate  it  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  G^reat  respect  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  J.  PETERS, 
Collector  of  Jfevi  Orktcm. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  M.  MxRKDrrH, 

Ssetetary  Treaturyj 
Washington. 

P.  S.    I  know  of  no  such  house  as  Whitney  &  Co.  in  New  Orleans. 
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Custom  Uovm^  N«w  QRUAiray 
CoLLBOTOE  8  Ofpice,  Sept.  5, 1849. 
SiK :  I  deem  it  mj  doty  to  send  you  copies  of  the  following  documentt 
relating  to  the  persons  now  assembled  at  Round  island. 
1.  (x>mmander  Randolph's  letter  to  me«  dated  21st  August,  1849. 

3.  My  reply  to  said  letter, 

3*  Pnnted  ^^  summons  *'  sent  to  me  for  publication  by  Purser  Geo.  F. 
Cutter. 

4.  Mv  letter  to  Commander  Randolph  on  the  subject  of  siud  summons. 
The  letter,  of  Commander  Randolph  was  conveyed  to  me  by  Surgeoa 

Belancy,  with  whom  I  was  iuYited  to  confer  freely  on  the  subject  to  whick 
it  referred.  I  therefore  particularly  requested  Dr.  Delancy  to  ur^  on 
Commander  Rattdo1i>h  great  circumspection  and  caution — to  avoid  all 
action,  except  exercisingr  a  rigid  surveillance,  until  the  parties  should 
clearly  and  unquestionably  violate  the  law.  I  also  sent  witn  Dr.  Delancj 
a  pruoent  and  trustworthy  person,  in  the  employ  of  the  Customs  herci  to 
Pascagottla,  there  to  remain  a  few  days,  to  procure  all  information  possible, 
and  to  communicate  the  same  to  Commander  Randolph  and  myseli. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  no  violation  of  the  law  having  as  yet 
been  committed  by  the  unarmed  persons  assembled  at  Round  island,  Mr. 
Bradford,  acting  district  attorney,  and  myself,  have  been  much  surprised  by 
the  appearance  in  the  newspapers  of  the  ^^  summons''  or  proclamation  oi 
Commander  Randolph. 

The  opinion  I  expressed  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  that  these  par- 
ties had  not  the  command  of  much  pecuniary  means,  has  been  confirmed 
by  subsequent  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  They 
bad  agreed  to  purchase  the  steamer  Fanny-*-the  purchasers  being  Pedro 
de  Aquero  ana  Oeorge  W.  White — for  about  $16,000 ;  the  money  wai 
to  be  paid  by  a  draft  on  some  persons  in  New  York ;  the  sale  to  be  coa- 
gummated  when  it  should  be  ascertained  that  the  draft  was  pud.  It  wai 
not  paid,  and  the  sale  was  null  and  void. 

Pedro  de  Aquero,  I  learn,  is  connected  with  a  Spanish  paper  published 
at  New  York  called  the  Verdad^  a  paper,  I  think,  that  is  advocating  a  change 
of  government  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  This  whole  movement  here  has  be«i 
made  under  his  auspices.  No  doubt  can  exist,  after  a  knowledge  of  tbi» 
£ict,  of  the  original  destination  of  the  contemplated  expedition. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  whole  movement  will  prove  a  signal  failure, 
and  I  much  regret  that  Commander  Randolph  should  have  pursued  a  course 
calculated  to  give  an  ephemeral  importance  to  the  assemblage  on  Round 
island,  which  otherwise  it  would  not  have  obtained. 

The  precautionary  measures  adopted  by  the  government  were  all  that 
was  necessary.  They  doubtless  frustrated  the  scheme,  whatever  it  wa^ 
and  no  other  action,  in  my  opinion,  was  needed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  these  remarks,  as  I  conceive  the  communica- 
tions made  to  me  on  the  subject  render  it  proper  that  I  should  fully  infom 
Jou  of  all  that  transpires  on  this  subject ;  ana  that  the  government  should 
a  informed  why  the  acting  District  Attorney  and  myself  have  refused  to 
co-operate  with  Commander  Randolph,  by  sanctioning  his  ^^  Summons,"  or 
Proclamation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Hon.  Wm.  M.  Mebedith,  SAM.  J.  PETERS,   CoUedor. 

Secretary  of  the  TreoMury,  Washington. 
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(Copy,) 

U.  S.  Ship  AlbanTi 
Off  Pascagoulaj  August  2lst^  1849. 

Su :  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Surgeon  M.  G.  Delaney,  an  in- 
telligent officer  of  this  sbip^  with  whom  you  will  please  confer  freely  in  re- 
lation to  matters  to  which  I  am  about  to  call  your  attention. 

It  has  been  reported  to  our  eovemment  at  Washington,  by  Brevet  Major- 
General  Twiggs  and  others,  that  six  hundred  (600)  of  our  citizens  are  now 
collected  on  xhe  small  island  called  ^^  Round  island/'  three  miles  distant 
from  Pascagoula,  and  under  very  suspicious  circumstances ;  and  fuitber- 
more,  that  the  number  will  very  soon  oe  greatly  increased  by  recruits  from 
New  Orleans  aiyl  the  western  and  south-western  States :  that  they  will 
speedily  remove  to  Cat  island,  and  will  there  be  equipped  with  arms  and 
other  munitions  of  war,  and  be  drilled,  preparatory  to  an  expedition  which 
rumor  says  they  meditate  against  the  Sierra  Madre  States  of  the  Republic 
of  Mexico,  or  against  the  island  of  Cuba,  but  in  all  probability  against  the 
former. 

It  is  further  rumored,  that  the  force  now  collected  and  to  be  collected 
speedily,  will  be  embarked  in  the  steamer  Fanny,  and  other  conveyances, 
some  time  during  the  present  month,  and  will  then  proceed  with  all  despatch 
to  the  point  of  destination,  either  to  Tampico,  or  to  some  place  on  the 
south  side  of  Cuba,  there  to  unite  with  the  disaffected  natives  in  bringing 
about  a  revolution — if  in  Cuba,  adverse  to  the  rights  of  Spain — if  in  the 
Sierra  Madre  States,  adverse  to  the  rights  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

In  the  absence  of  Commodore  Parker,  who  had  sailed  north  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  home  squadron  before  the  instructions  had  reached  Pen- 
sacola  from  Washington,  I  am  required,  as  senior  officer  afloat  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  to  maintain,  as  far  asi  may  have  the  power,  that  peace  and 
amity  which  at  present  happily  exist  between  the  government  and  citizens 
of  the  United  States  and  those  of  the  two  nations  above  named.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  my  now  employing  the  force  under  my  command  in  the 
present  emergency,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  violation  of  our  ex- 
isting neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  large  body  of  American  citizens  who  are 
said  to  be  congregated  in  our  waters,  and  whose  purpose,  rumor  says,  is  to 
interrupt  our  mendly  foreign  relations. 

My  instructions  from  Washington  require  me  to  commnnicate  with  you, 
and  to  ascertain  from  you  whether  there  is  any  foundation  for  the  rumor 
which  has  reached  the  seat  of  government  in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and  I 
am  likewise  commanded  to  act  with  all  circumspection,  but  at  the  same 
time  with  energy  and  promptness,  in  defeating  any  '^  military  expedition  or 
enterprise  against  the  territory  of  any  foreig^n  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  col- 
ony, district,  or  people  with  which  the  United  States  are  at  peace." 

You  will  please  reply  to  this  communication  by  letter  with  all  possible 
despatch,  and  inform  tne  bearer,  Surgeon  Delaney,  verbally,  of  such  other 
facts  in  connection  with  this  matter  as  time  may  not  allow  you  to  commit 
to  writing. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 

Commander  U.  8.  iV. 
To  the  Collector  of  the  Customs, 
New  Orleans. 
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(Copy.) 
Custom  House,  New  Orleans, 

Collector's  Office, 
Sepiemher  4dhj  I84d. 
Sir:  I  have  received  per  mail  from  George  F.  Cutter,  Esq.,  Purser,  one 
hundred  copies  of  a  ^^  Summons^'^  one  of  whtch  is  enclosed,  with  your  name 
attached  thereto,  with  the  request  that  I  cause  the  same  to  he  circulated  in 
this  city  und  up  the  river  Mississippi. 

This  request  I  most  respectfully  decline  to  comply  with,  as  I  do  not  con- 
aider  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to  which  said  •*  Summons"  refers  to 
sanction  its  issue,  but  on  the  contrary  entirely  disapprove  of  it,  as  being 
uncalled  for  and  improper ;  and  in  this  opinion  Mr.  Bradford,  acting  U.  S. 
District  Attornef)'  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hunton,  concurs. 

The  instructionir  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  P.  A.  Par- 
ker, of  iSth  August,  under  which  I  presume  you  are  acting,  state,  that  the 
Pi^^dent  directs  that  he  shall  proceed  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  place 
where  it  was  expected  that  a  military  expedition,  with  a  hostile  intention 
against  a  country  with«which  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  would  ren- 
dezvous, and  co-operate  with  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States, 
ai!id  the  Collector  of  the  Customs  at  this  city,  in  the  adoption  of  such  meas- 
ures as  might  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper  to  sustain  the  laws  and 
treaty  obligations  applicable  to  such  contemplated  case. 

As  no  satisfactory  evidence  h^s  yet  been  obtained  showing;  the  militan 
character  or  hostile  intent  of  the  persons  now  assembled  on  Round  island, 
the  District  Attorney  and  ihyself  remain  of  the  same  opinion  I  expressed 
to  vou  in  my  communication  of  the  23d  ultimo,  transmitted  through  Dr. 
Delaney,  that  we  are  without  any  substantial  and  reliable  proof  which 
would  sanction  any  coercive  action  on  the  part  of  die  government. 

My  absence  fVom  i\ie  citv  for  several  days  has  prevented  an  earlier  notice 
of  the  communication  of  Mr.  Puher  Cutter. 

I  havie  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  most  res^ec^fUTly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  J.  PETERS, 


Commander  Y.  M.  Randolph, 
U.  B.  skw  Mbanyj 
Off  Pascagouhi. 


CoUedar. 


(Copy.) 

to    TH8    PERSONS   ENCAMPBD   ON   ROUND   ISLAND,   KEAft  PASCAGOULA. 

PHencb  and  FeUow-countryme% 

The  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  d4er 
instructions  which  I  have  received  from  the  government  at  Washington, 
make  it  imperative  and  proper  that  I  should  immediatelv  take  measures  to 
break  up  your  unlawful  assemblage,  and  send  yoU  back  to  your  homes; 
and  when  I  have  said  a  few  words  ,to  you  in  proof  of  Your  assemblage 
being  unlawful,  and  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  your  evading  the  vigilance 
of  our  souadron  and  getting  out  of  our  waters  to  proceed  upon  your  con- 
templated wild  expedition  to  make  war  against  nations  at  peace  with  o«r 
own,  I  feel  sure  you  will  at  once  disperse,  and  seek  honest  and  peaceful 
occupations. 

First.    The  very  mystery  which  marks  the  movements  and  actions  of 
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ycfor  6ffic€Tt,  Md  tb^  blind  ignorance  of  the  men  as  to  the  desttnatioti  of 
file  enterprist,  dearly  show  mal  the  objects  and  purposes  of  those  at  the 
head  of  yottr  affairs  are  known  to  be  unlawful^  and  that  plunder  is  the  in- 
ducement held  oat  to  all  who  embark  in  this  reckless  expedition. 

Second.  We  have  proof  that  some  of  you  have  acknowledged  that  your 
destination  was  Cuba;  and  that  others  of  your  number  have  said  thilt  the 
expedition  was  fitting  out  for  the  invasion  of  the  Sierra  Madre  states  of 
Mexico :  showing  conclusively  that  your  enterprise  is  one  of  a  military 
character. 

And  lastfy.  You  are  vagrants  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  in  fact ;  and 
therefore  cannot  be  allowed  to  occupy  your  present  position,  and  must 
immediately  disperse. 

I  will  now  prove  io  you  that  we  have  the  means  of  not  only  preventing 
your  embarkation  to  foreign  parts,  but  that  we  can  force  you  to  abandon 
your  present  head-auarters. 

I  shall  employ  all  the  vessels  now  in  this  vicinity,  or  which  may  here- 
after arrive,  m  such  manner  as  will  most  effectually  bring  about  the  ends 
desired. 

First.  I  shall  certainly  prevent  the  steamers  "  Fanny,**  ^^  Maria  Burt,** 
or  atny  other  steamer  or  steamer^,  vessel  or  vessels  of  whatever  description, 
from  furnishing  the  adventurers  on  Round  island  with  arms  or  other  mu- 
nitions of  war. 

Second.  If  said  Steamers  or  vessels  have  arms  or  other  munitions  of 
war  on  board,  I  shall  take  possession  of  said  arms,  &c.y  and  detain  said 
Reamers  or  vessels  until  the  men  congregated  on  Round  island  are  dis- 
persed. 

IHiird.  I  shall  prevent  the  band  of  men  on  Round  island  from  embark- 
ing on  board  of  said  steamers  or  vessels,  or  from  holding  any  communica- 
tion with  them  at  all. 

Fourth.  I  will  make  said  steamers  or  vessels  anchor  within  range  of 
ourguns. 

Fyth.    Afker  to-day  (28th  August),  in  accordance  with  a  notice  before 

E'ven  them,  I  shall  cut  off  all  supplies  of  provisions  which  maybe  intended 
r  the  persons  on  Round  island,  and  shall  rigidly  enforce  this  blockade  or 
embar^  until  they  abandon  the  spot  and  go  home. 

Sixth.  I  shall- gladly  give  the  persons  on  Round  island  every  facility 
to  get  away ;  taking  particular  care,  however,  that  they  do  not  embark  in 
sea-going  vessels. 

V.  M.  RANDOLPH, 
Commander  U.  8.  ship  ^'Albany,*' 
senior  officer  afloat  in  the  Uulf  of  Mexico. 
V.  8,  ship  "Albany/*  off  Fascagoula^ 
August  28,  1849. 


(Copy.) 


J^  New  Orleans  Custom  House, 

^Ui^P'  Collector's  Office,  August  23, 1849. 

Sir  :  T^ur  communication  of  21st  inst.  was  received  laist  evening  by  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Delaney.  The  important  subject  of  it  has  already  received  my 
particular  attention.  The  instructions  of  the  Navy  Dqparimeht  to  Commio- 
dore  F.  A.  Parker,  I  have  received. 

After  the  most  diligent  inqniriee  I  find  there  are  about  650  Ber^ons  aa- 
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Bembled  ftt  Rmmd  island,  near  PaacajH>ala|  under  the  Command  of  CoL  0. 
W.  White  ;  that  their  number  is  dauy  increasing  by  raiall  squads  ol  from 
two  to  ten  men,  that  they  are  without  any  arms,  are  not  driUed,  and  Ter; 
carefully  avoid  flJl  acts  which  would  indicate  them  as  a  military  expedition. 
These  men  have  been  carefully  selected,  and  well  dressed ;  but  in  no  uni- 
form. None  of  them  know  (officers  excepted)  where  is  their  destination. 
This  information  I  have  obtained  through  a  sagacious  and  trustworthy  pa« 
son  whom  I  sent  amongst  them  on  the  20th  inst.  and  who  conversed  bedj 
with  many  of  the  men  with  whom  he  is  acquainted. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  their  intention  to  go  to  Cat  island.  Th^  at  first  se- 
lected that  place  to  rendezvous,  but  subsequently  decided  on  Round  island. 
I  think  the  information  they  have  received  at  Washmgton,  that  these  people 
had  at  their  command  $250,000,  is  erroneous.  There  is  no  such  house  in 
this  city  as  Whiting  &  Co.,  the  house  named  in  connection  with  this  sum. 
That  they  have  some  money,  there  is  no  doubt,  and  the  men  have  all  rec^ved 
an  advance  of  $8  or  $10. 

I  have  consulted  the  U.'  S.  District  Attorney,  or  rather  Mr.  Bradford, 
his  representative  during  his  absence,  and  with  a  knowledge  of  the  fore- 
going facts  we  are  of  opinion,  that  no  case  has  yet  occur^,  that  can  be 
deemed  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  Uie  U.  S.  against  raising  and  fitting  out 
military  expeditions  against  a  foreim  country  with  which  we  are  at  peace. 

That  there  is  an  intention  to  violate  those  laws,  and  our  treaty  obligatioos 
with  Spain  or  Mexico,  I  entertain  no  doubt  whatever ;  but  as  yet  we  are 
without  any  substantial  and  reliable  proof.  Such  an  intention  can,^  I  con- 
ceive, be  easily  frustrated.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  these  men  inll  land 
in  the  foreign  country  to  which  they  are  destined,  without  arms  and  previoofl 
preparations.  Therefore  they  must  rely  on  receiving  arms  and  ammunitions 
at  some  point,  and  probably  intend  landing  and  drilling  at  some  place.  One 
or  two  armed  government  steamers  can  prevent  the  consummation  of  these 
projects ;  but  sailing  vessels,  it  seems  to  me,  cannot  be  relied  on.  I  am 
informed  that  they  have  bought  the  steamer  Fanny,  and  are  in  treaty  to  pur- 
chase the  steamer  Fashion  as  transport  vessels.  I  am  endeavoring  to  aseer- 
tarn  the  truth  of  this. 

It  will  be  well,  I  think  for  the  Albany  and  steamer  Walker  to  be  stationed 
at  some  safe  point  in  the  vicinity  of  Pascagoula,  say  near  the  end,  east  of 
Thorn  island,  and  to  have*'a  trusty  and  discreet  person  at  East  Pascagoula, 
through  whom  you  may  be  fully  informed  m  time  of  every  movement,  and  to 
whom  I  may  communicate  any  information  on  this  subject  that  I  may  be  able 
to  obtain.  By  a  strict  examination  of  any  steamer  or  other  vessels,  that  miy 
be  employed  to  convey  these  people  to  their  place  of  destination  or  intermediate 
place  of  rendezvous,  sufficient  evidence  may  be  probably  obtained  to  ^laUe 
the  government  to  frustrate  die  object  of  the  contemplated  military  expedi- 
tion. 

The  U.  S.  District  Attorney  comcides  with  me  in  these  opinions,  and 
joins  me  in  the  recommendations  I  respectfully  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion., 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  ob't.  servant, 
SAM.  J.  PETERS,  ColUctor. 

t^OBCHANDER  V.  M.  RaKDOLPH, 

U.  S.  Sh^  Albany^ 
Off  Pascaguola.  i 
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Custom  House,  New  Orleans. 

Collector's  Office, 
Sept.  7, 1849. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  enclosed  a  bill  <»  the  expenses 
incurred  in  sending  a  person  to  Pasoagonla  and  Round  island,  to  obtain  re-* 
liable  information  in  relation  to  the  collection  of  persons  on  said  island,  their 
numbers,  condition  and  obiects*  This  person  was  sent  to  communicate  sudb 
infonnati<m  as  he  might  obtain  to  Commander  Randolph  of  the  U.  S.  Ship 
Albany,  and  to  the  ^strict  Attorney  and  myself.  The  charges  in  this  biU 
are  only  for  actual  expenses  incurred.  No  charge  being  mswie  for  personal 
servioes,  as  Mr.  Harper  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Qnstom  House. 

I  have  advanced  the  amount  and  would  be  pleased  to  receive  instruetions 
as  to  how  it  shall  be  charged.  Am't.  |82*  80. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

SAM.  J.  PETERS,  ColUctar. 

Hov.  Wm.  M.  Meredith, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department, 
September  SOik,  1849. 
Sir  :  I  return  herewith,  approved,  the  account  of  S.  H.  Harper  for  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  performance  of  official  duties,  by  your  order,  amount- 
ing to  32  tVv  dollars.  You  are  authorized  to  pay  the  same,  and  charge  it 
in  your  acoounts  as  an  expense  incident  to  the  collection  of  the  Revenue. 
In  Your  next  estimates  submitted  to  the  department  yoa  wfll  include  it  as 
sucii. 

I  am,  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  MEREDITH, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
Samuel  J.  Peters,  Esquire, 
CoUectar,  tfc. 
New  Orleans. 


[Strictly  Coniidentiil.] 

Treasury  Department, 
lO^A  Aufput,  1849. 
Sir  :  Information  has  been«received  that  a  military  expedition  is  in  pre* 
paration  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  be  carried  on  from 
thence  against  the  territory  of  Mexico  or  Cuba,  probablv  the  latter.  It  is 
believed  to  be  designed  that  part  of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  tiiis  expe- 
dition shall  proceed  by  sea,  from  a  point  within  or  near  your  district.  I 
send  you  herewith  copies  of  a  note  which  I  have  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  and  of  confidential  orders  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  Uie 
Navy  to  Commodore  Parker.  These  papers  contain  the  information  now 
in  possession  of  the  government,  so  far  as  relates  to  preparations  in  vour 
vicinitv.  You  are  requested  to  communicate  with  the  Attomejr  of  the 
United  States,  and  aid,  so  far  as  may  be  in  your  power,  in  detecting  and 
suppressing  this  attempt  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  if 
any  case  should  arise  in  which  your  official  intervention  may  be  required, 
under  the  act  of  20th  April,  1818,  entitled  <<  An  Act  in  additioa  to  the 
*  Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,*  and 
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despatch  of  tbe  preTioos  day  on  the  same  subject  was  received  here  on  the 
2&iy  and  answered  on  the  same  day. 

As  it  is  not  easy  to  anticipate  the  circumstances  under  which  you  may  be 
called  upon  to  act  in  the  premises^  your  safest  course  will  be  to  take  aorice 
on  flJl  questions  of  doubt  from  the  attorney  of  the  United  States. 

The  account  transmitted  with  your  letter,  amounting  to  eleven  doQars  for 
the  expenses  of  Mr.  Powers,  is  herewith  returned,  bemg  approved,  and  miy 
be  included  in  your  next  estimates  of  funds  to  meet  the  (barges  of  tike  cos- 
tom-honse* 

I  am  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  M.  MEREDITH, 

Secretary. 
JoHK  J.  Walker,  Esq., 

CoUectoTy  tfCy  tfc. 

Mobile,  Ala. 


[atridlyConfid— tkll 


(Copy.) 


TuBASimY  DKPA&TKurr, 
IQth  Jiu^,  1849. 
Sn :  Information  has  been  received  that  a  military  expedition  is  in  pre- 
paration within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  be  carried  on  mm 
thence  against  the  territory  of  Mexico  or  Cuba,  probably  the  latter*  It  ii 
believed  to  be  designed  that  part  of  the  force  to  be  eQq>loyea  in  this  ezpeditioD, 
shall  proceed  by  sea  from  a  point  within  or  near  your  district.  I  send  yoi 
herewith  copies  of  a  note  which  I  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Interior,  and  of  confidential  orders  issued  by  the  Secretary  <^  tbe  Navy  to 
dT  Commodore  Parker.  You  are  requested  to  oonmiunicate  with  the  Attonef 
the  U.  S.,  and  aid  so  far  as  may  be  in  your  power  in  detectinff  and  aupprassiDC 
this  attempt  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  if  any  ease  sboaU 
arise  in  which  your  official  intervention  may  be  required  under  the  motel  30(k 
April,  1818,  entitled  ^^  An  act,  in  addition  to  the  aot  for  the  punidimenft  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States  and  to  repeal  the  acts  theran  men- 
tioned,'' you  will  of  course  aot  promptly  in  pursuance  of  the  provisioiis  of  that 
statute. 

I  am  very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  M.  MEREDITH, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
H.  Maxwell,  Esq., 

CoUedor^  tfCy  New  York. 


(Copy.) 

Custom  House,  New  York, 
CoUector^s  Office^lZth  Jlugusty  1849. 
Sin :  Your  confidential  communication,  dated  10th  inst.,  has  just  readied 
me,  (2  o'clock). 

I  learn  that  the  District  Attorney  is  absent,  and  have  written  a  letter  to 
him,  which  will,  I  trust,  cause  his  immediate  return,  when  I  will  eosfer  mA 
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him  upon  the  matter  which  you  suggest — ^in  the  interim  I  will  be  on  the  alert 
to  detect  any  indications  of  the  character  which  you  describe. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  MAXWELL, 

Collector. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Meredith, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Treasury  Department, 
May  28th,  1850. 
Sir  :  It  is  apprehended  that  expeditions  desigped  for  the  inrasion  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  are  preparing  within  the  territones  of  the  United  States  in 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  20th  April,  1818,  entitled  ^'  an 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned  " ;  and  that  a  part 
of  the  force  to  be  so  employed  may  proceed  by  sea  from  the  waters  em- 
braced within  your  district* 

Your  particular  attention  is  called  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  referred 
to,  and  you  are  requested  to  communicate  with  the  attorney  of  the  United 
States,  and  aid  so  far  as  may  be  in  your  power  in  detecting  and  suppress- 
ing all  attempts  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  any  case 
should  arise  in  which  your  official  intervention  may  be  required  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  20th  April,  1818,  you  will  of  course  act  promptly 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  statute.  * 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  W.  M.  MEREDITH, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Collectors :  Boston, 

New  York, 
Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, 
Charleston, 
Savannah, 
Mobile, 
Key  West, 
New  Orleans. 


Collector's  Office,  Key  West, 
JIfoy  22rf,  1850. 
Sin:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  yesterday  the  American  steamer 
Creole  of  New  Orleans,  with  six  hundred  armed  men  on  board  came  into 
this  port  chased  by  the  Spanish  armed  steamer  Pizarro.  From  what  I  can 
learn,  the  Creole  left  New  Orleans  on  the  7th  inst.,  together  with  a  bark 
and  brig,  the  three  carrying  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  their 
arms,  ammunition,  and  stores,  and  redezvoused  on  the  coast  of  Yucatan ; 
at  that  place  the  meu  and  arms  were  transferred  to  the  Creole,  and  she 
steered  for  Cardenas  on  the  coast  of  Cuba.  She  arrived  there  about 
3  o'clock  A.  M.  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  inst,  and  landed  the  men,  who 
at  once  took  possession  of  the  town  and  set  fire  to  the  Governor's  palace. 
In  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  Spanish  troops  assembled  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred,  who,  being  joined  by  the  citizens,  made  a  stand  against 
them  who  had  landed  from  the  Creole,  in  which  affair  it  is  said  the  Span- 
DOC,  67—9  f  -  I 
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iards  lost  fifty  men  and  the  invaders  thirty.  News  having  reached  Car- 
denas  that  the  Spanish  troops  from  the  surrounding  posts  to  the  number  of 
three  or  four  thousand  men  were  hourly  expected,  those  who  had  landed 
from  the  Creole  determined  to  leave  the  place  and  abandon  the  expedition. 
They  took  the  Governor  of  Cardenas  on  board  with  them,  but  before 
leaving  the  port,  released  him.  The  steamer  Pizarro  coming  into  the 
port  of  Cardenas  three  hours  after  the  Creole  left,  gate  chase  and  pursued 
her  into  this  port,  and  but  for  the  want  of  a  pilot  would  have  taken  her  in 
sijght  of  our  town.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  Creole  I  sent  an 
omcer  of  the  customs  on  board  who  reported  to  me  thatj  the  Creole  had  on 
board  six  hundred  armed  men,  five  or  six  hundred  stand  of  arms,  and  a 
large  quantity  oi  ammunition,  the  rest  having  been  thrown  overboard  at 
sea  to  lighten  her  in  her  retreat.  That  she  had  been  engaged  in  the  ex- 
pedition against  Cardenas  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  brought  from  that 
place  seven  slaves  who  it  was  alleged  had  secreted  themselves  on  board 
without  the  knowledge  of  those  who  were  in  command.  On  the  informa- 
tion being  received,  I  at  once  caused  a  seizure  to  be  made '  of  the  boat 
Creole  and  the  arms  on  board  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  It  seems  that 
she  was  fitted  out  in  New  Orleans  for  this  illegal  expedition  and  that  she 
has  violated  the  law  in  this  respect,  and  2d,  that  she  Drought  into  this  port 
six  hundred  passengers,  and.  3a,  that  she  has  brought  negroes  and  landed 
them  without  authority  of  law.  All  of  which  are  violations  of  law,  and  I 
should  be  pleased  to  get  such  instructions  from  the  Department  or  its  law 
officer  as  should  govern  my  conduct.  Gen.  Lopez  was  the  commander  of 
the  expedition.  I  have  reason  to  believe  this  island  was  intended  as  one 
of  their  depots.  The  steamer  Pizarro  captured  at  sea  the  bark  and  brig 
that  sailed  with  the  expedition  from  New  Orleans  and  took  them  into 
Havana,  these  vessels  I  have  learned  were  bound  to  this  place  with  stores, 
and  had  on  board  a  number  of  letters  from  various  persons  giving  account 
of  the  proposed  expedition.  The  district  judge  has  as  yet  made  no 
arrests.  I  do  not  see  what  he  can  do  in  the  matter.  We  have  no  military 
or  naval  force  here,  and  the  civil  authority  could  not  carry  into  effect  any 
decree  or  order  of  the  court ;  we  are  completely  into  the  power  of  these 
men  and  if  there  are  no  lawless  acts  committed,  it  is  because  they  so  will 
it,  and  not  because  they  can  be  punished.  I  take  this  occasion  to  again 
request  that  if  practicable  a  good  revenue  cutter  with  an  efficient  crew  be 
sent  to  this  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  J,  DOUGLASS, 


Hon.  W.  M.   Mbredith, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Collect^'. 


Key  West,  June  22d,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  the  within  cor- 
respondence. 

The  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  Creole  in  this  port  with  the  defeated 
expedition  against  Cuba  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Lopez,  and  of  tie 
arrival  of  the  Spanish  man-of-war  steamer  Pizarro,  will  be  fully  communi- 
cated without  doubt  by  others. 

I  have  only  time  before  the  departure  of  the  mail  to  enclose  the  witbio 
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and  to  say  that  the  slaves  are  on  board  the  Spanish  man-of-war  now  leaving 
the  harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be',  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.   MARVIN. 
To  THE  President  op  the  United  States. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  of  Florida, 

Key  West,  21*^  May,  1850. 
Sir  :  Information  was  this  morning  communicated  to  me,  by  Li^ut.  John 
Rodgers,  commanding  the  U.  S.  surveying  schooner  "Petrel,''  that  a 
General  of  Marines  on  board  of  the  public  armed  steamer  "  Pizarro,"  had 
communicated  to  him  the  intelligence  that  an  American  steamer  which 
arrived  in  this  port  this  morning,  and  which  proves  to  be  the  "  Creole"  of 
New  Orleans,  had  landed  an  armed  force  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  had 
attacked  the  city  of  Cardenas. 

Upon  receiving  this  information,  I  repaired  to  the  wharf  where  said 
steamer  "  Creole'  was  lying,  and  found  a  large  body  of  men  (several  hun- 
dred), some  of  them  armed,  precipitately  leaving  said  schooner.  I  also 
found  a  dray  loading  at  the  time  with  boxes  from  said  steamer,  which  I 
suspected,  and  was  subsequently  informed,  contained  ammunition.  I  im- 
mediately prohibited  the  removal  of  the  said  ammunition  and  arms,  and 
assisted  the  U.  S.  revenue* officer  in  making  a  seizure  of  the  vessel,  by 
placing  at  his  disposal  a  body  of  men  belonging  to  the  said  U.  S.  surveying 
schooner  "  Petrel,"  whose  services  were  kindly  and  promptly  tendered  to 
my  assistance  by  Lieut.  Rodgers,  at  the  time  of  giving  the  information. 

The  vessel  is  now  in  the  custody  of  the  revenue  officers,  and  will  be 
proceeded  against  for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws. 

1  also  found  that  seven  negroes  w^ere  brought  over  in  the  "  Creole,"  who 
report  their  names,  and  the  names  of  their  owners,  as  follows  : 
Antonio,  owned  by  Don  Antonio  Palakee. 
Pancho,  owned  by  Don  Joseph  Cabarca. 
Manuel,  owned  by  Don  Francisco  Mayamee. 
Monico,  owned  by  Don  Augustine  Santamico,  M.D. 

Francisco,  owned  by  Don Anotabico. 

Modesta,  owned  by  Don Anotabico. 

Perris,  owned  by  Don Rosinco. 

These  negroes  are  now  temporarily  committed  to  jail  by  the  Mayor  of 
this  city ;  and  being  myself  impressed  with  a  conviction  that  it  is  proper  to 
detain  them  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
made  known  in  the  premises,  I  have  presented  to  the  Judge  of  the  District 
Court  a  copy  of  the  paper  herewith  enclosed,  marked  A,  which  I  trust  will 
meet  the  approval  of  the  President. 

The  party  who  made  the  attack  upon  Cuba  was  under  the  command  of 

General  Lopez,  who  is  now  here.     The  number  of  men  thus  thrown  into 

this  town,  and  all  armed,  exceeds  the  number  of  effective  male  inhabitants. 

It   is  reported  by  some  of  the  party  in  this  enterprise,  that  General 

Quitman  is  on  his  way  to  Cuba  with  a  force  of  three  thousand  men. 

I  pray  to  be  excused  for  the  liberty  I  take  in  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
a  United  States  armed  force  on  this  island,  to  enforce,  if  necessary,  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  U.  S. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  W.  C.  MALONEY,  V.  S,  Marshal. 
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United  Stated  of  AiCBRtcA, 
U.  8,  District  Court,  Southern  Dist.  of  Florida. 

Walter  C.  Maloney,  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  in  and  for  the 
district  aforesaid,  to  the  honorable  the  Judge  of  tjie  District  Court  of  said 
district, 

Respectfully  represents :  that  seven  negroes  were,  on  the  21st  day  of 
May  instant,  brought  into  the  United  States  on  board  of  the  American 
steamer  "  Creole,  of  New  Orleans,  as  this  deponent  is  informed  and  be- 
lieves, from  the  island  of  Cuba ;  that  the  said  negroes  are  at  present  con- 
fined in  the  common  jail  of  Monroe  county,  illegally,  and  under  color  of 
the  authority  of  the  United  States.  That  he  has  visited  the  said  jail,  and 
by  aid  of  an  interpreter  has  ascertained  from  the  said  negroes  that  they  are 
all  slaves  belonging  to  subjects  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  resident  at  Cardenas 
in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

He  therefore  prays  that  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  may  be  issued  to  Robert 
Clark,  keeper  of  the  said  jail,  commanding  him  to  have  the  said  seven 
negroes  before  your  Honor,  and  to  certify  the  cause  of  their  commitment ; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  upon  examination  that  the  said  persons  are  slaves  of 
the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power  at  peace  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  have  been  forcibly  or  illegally  taken  and  brought  into 
the  United  States,  that  then  the  said  negroes  niay  be  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  for  said  district,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  •may  be  known  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

W.  C.  MALONEY, 
U.  S.  Marshal. 


(Copy.) 

Vice  Consulate 
OF  Spain,  Key  West, 
May  21st,  1850. 
Sir:  The   Spanish  national  steamship  Pizarro  arrived  here  this  day, 
having  on  board  His  Excellency  the  Greneral  of  Marine  of  the  island  of  Cn- 
ba,  who  has  communicated  to  me  the  fact  that  the  steamer  called  the  Creole, 
now  in  this  port,  wearing  the  American  flag,  and  having  on  board  a  laige 
number  of  men,  lately  made  a  piratical  descent  on  the  city  of  Cardenas,  in 
thejts^and  of  Cuba,  committing  many  excesses,  kidnapping  slaves,  &c,  a  wm- 
^;tf^whom  are  now  in  Key  West. 
/:v-/Afl  the  representative  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty  the  Queen  of   Spam,  I 
^fimiA  be  pleased  to  be  informed,  whether  the  said  steamer  Creole  is  recog- 
^  msed  as  an  American  vessel,  and  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  Amen- 
can  Government.     In  which  event,  I  ask  for  the  detention  of  said  vessel,  and 
passengers,  as  well  as  the  slaves,  that  they  may  eventually  be  returned  to 
their  owners  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  ob't  servant, 

F.  A.  BROWNE. 


To  THE  Hon.  William  Makvin, 
Judge  of  the  U.  S.  District  Court, 
Key  West. 
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(Copy.) 

Key  West,  May  22,  1S50. 

Sir  :  I  received  this  morning  your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  in  which 
you  inform  me  that  the  steamer  ^'  Creole,''  now  in  this  port  and  wearing 
the  American  flag,  lately  made  a  descent  upon  the  city  of  Cardenas  in  the 
island  of  Cuba,  and  committed  many  excesses,  kidnapping  slaves,  &c* ; 
and  in  which  you  request  to  be  informed  whether  the  said  steamer  ^^  Creole" 
is  recognized  as  an  American  vessel,  and  taken  under  the  protection  of  the 
American  government ;  and  in  such  case  ask  for  the  detention  of  the  vessel, 
the  passengers,  and  the  slaves,  with  the  view  to  the  eventual  return  of  the 
latter  to  their  owners. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  steamer  "  Creole"  is  an 
American  vessel  and  under  the  protection  of  the  American  government,  I 
have  the  honor  to  say  to  you  that  I  am  informed  that  the  ^<  Creole"  is 
owned  in  part  or  in  whole  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  is  under 
protection  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  *^  Creole,"  just  arrived  from  sea,  has  been  seized  by  the  Collector 
of  this  port  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  she  is  now 
in  the  custody  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  United  States. 

The  slaves  brought  from  Cardenas  into  this  port  in  the  "  Creole,"  were, 
I  am  informed,  accidentally  and  unintentionally  brought  off  from  that 
place ;  and  having  been  claimed  by  you,  as  Vice-consul  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  on  behalf  of  their  owners,  Spanish  subject^  residents  in  the  island 
of  Cuba,  they  have  been  delivered  to  you  to  be  returned  to  their  owners  in 
the  island  of  Cuba, 

In  regard  to  the  detention  of  the  passengers  of  the  "  Creole,''  (on  the 
ground,  I  presume,  of  their  alleged  descent  upon  Cardenas.)  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  the  proper  steps  are  in  progress  on  the  part  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  investigate  that  affair,  and  to  punish 
all  persons  found  guilty  of  a  violation  of  its  laws  and  its  relations  of  peace 
and  friendship  with  the  government  of  Spain, 

With  my  assurances  of  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H,   MARVIN, 

U.  S.  Judge. 
To  F.  A.  Browne,  Esq., 
Vice-consul  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty 
the  Queen  of  Spain. 

(Copy.) 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 

So.  Dis.  OF  Florida, 
Key  West,  22  May  1860. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  under  date  of  yesterday  to  forward  copy  of  an  ap- 
plication  made  by  me  to  the  Judge  of  this  District  for  the  custody  of  certain 
slaves  brought  out  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  unto  the  United  States,  to  await 
the  pleasure  of  the  President. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  an  application  was  also  made  at  about 
the  same  time  by  the  Spanish  Vice  Consul  in  behalf  of  the  owners  to  have 
them  surrendered  to  him  to  be  conveyed  agam  to  Cuba  by  the  Spanish  ^ar- 
steamer  Pizarro.    And  upon  a  hearing  before  the  Judge  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
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tition  of  the  Spanish  vice  consul  was  granted,  and  by  order  of  the  Judge  they 
were  restored  to  said  Consul  and  were  delivered  by  me  on  board  of  the  said 
war-steamer  this  day. 

I  am  Sir,  Very  respectfully. 
Your  ob^t  servant, 

W.  C.  MALONEY,  U.  S.  Marshal. 


(Copy.) 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  June  Istj  I860. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  request  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  lay  be- 
fore you  copies  of  certain  papers  which  contain  all  the  information  in  the 
possession  of  this  Department,  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  23d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  alleged  revolutionary  movements  in  the  island 
of  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 

T.  EWING,  Secretary. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 
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31sl  CoNORBsSy  [  SENATE.  ]  Ex.  Doc, 

Isi  Session.  No.  68. 


MESSAGE 

r&oM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

INJLlfSWBKTO 

j|  resolidioH  ofihe  St^naie  rdmiive  to  the  paymeiU  ^  the  Peruvian  mdem- 

nUy. 


June  28>  1850. 

Head,  and  ordered  to  be  prilled. 

7Ti  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resohition  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant, 
requesting  informatioa  in  regard  to  the  indemnity  stipulated  to  be  paid 
by  the  government  of  Peru  to  the  ffovemment  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
suant to  the  modified  convention  of  the  ITth  of  March,  1841, 1  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was 
accompanied.  The  sums  paid  by  that  government  under  the  convention 
are  mentioned  in  the  letters  of  Messrs*  E.  McCail  and  Company,  of  Lima, 
who  were  appointed  by  my  predecessor  the  agents  to  receive  the  instal- 
ments as  they  might  &I1  due. 

Z.  TAYLOR. 
WASHfNcrroN,  June  27, 1850* 


Department  op  Sta^e, 

Washingtony  June  26, 1850. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  the  President  ^^to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  the  amount  received  from  the  republic  of  Peru  on  account  of  the 
indemnity  provided  to  be  paid  in  annual  instalments  by  that  republic 
by  the  convention  concluded  in  March,  1841 — whether  any  of  those  in- 
stalments are  due  and  unpaid — and  such  further  information  as  may  be 
in  possession  of  the  Department  of  State  relating  to  the  payment  of  said 
indemnity,  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  said  convention,"  has  the 
honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  papers  mentioned  in  the  subjoined 
list,  which  contain  ail  the  information  in  this  department  relative  to  the 
inquiries  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

JOHN  M,  CLAYTON. 

To  the  Prksidbnt  o/the  Uniied  Slates. 
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Li^i  of  cloctiments  accompnnyinsr  th**  report  of  the  S-  cretary  of  Slate  to 
the  Proident  (ft/uj  United  States,  2GM  of  June y  1850. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Messrs.  E.  McCall  &  Co.,  March  24,  1847. 

The  same  to  Mr.  Clav,  (extract,)  September  18,  1847. 

Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Clay,  June  16, 1849. 

The  same  to  the  same,  March  II,  1850. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  (extract,)  with  accompaniments,  January  11, 

1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  with  an  accompaniment,  Pehniary  11,  1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  accompaniments,  March  10,  1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  accompaniments,  April  13,  1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  an  accompaniment.  May  12,  184*^. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  an  accompaniment,  June  12, 1S4S. 
The  Fame  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  accompaniments,  July  12,  184S. 
The  same  to  tVie  same,  (extract,)  August  12, 1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  September  12,  1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  October  12,  1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  November  13,  1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  accompaniments,  November  13, 

1818. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  December  11, 1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extracts,)  with  accompaniments,  January  12, 

1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  accompaniments,  Febmary  12, 

1849. 
The  same  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  (extract,)  March  10, 1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  April  12,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  accompaniments.  May  12,  1849. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Clayton,  (extract,)  June  12,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  July  12,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extracts,)  August  11,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  September  10,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  October  12,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  with  an  accompaniment,  November  VL 

1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  February  12,  1850. 
The  same  to  the  same,  (extract,)  April  12,  1850. 
The  same  to  the  same,  with  accompaniments.  May  11,  1850. 
Messrs.  E.  McCall  <fc  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  June  9,  1847, 
The  same  to  the  same,  August  8,  1847. 
The  same  to  the  same,  October  12,  1848. 
The  same  to  the.  same,  December  12,  1848. 
The  same  to  the  same,  January  8,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  June  13,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  October  12,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  December  13,  1849. 
The  same  to  the  same,  January  13,  1850: 
The  same  to  the  same,  Febiuary  12,  1850. 
The  same  to  the  same,  May  12,  1850. 
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3ir.  Buchajian  to  JEcltmrd  McCall  tj*  Co. 

Department  of  State, 

Wdshingtoriy  March  24,  1847. 

Centlkmen:  I  transmit  a  power  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  authorizing  you  to  receive  and  give  acquittances  for  the  instal- 
ments, with  the  interest  thereon,  due  and  to  become  due  under  the  modi- 
fied convention  between  the  United  States  and  Peru  of  the  17lh  March, 
1841.  Copies  of  the  Convention,  as  modified,  are  herewith  transmitted. 
Mr.  Jewett,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  to  Peru,  on  leaving 
the  country  for  his  post,  was  empowered  to  receive  the  instalments  under 
the  convention  as  originally  concluded;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  Peru- 
vian government  would  have  deemed  that  power  sufficient  for  him  to  act 
under  the  modified  convention,  if  he  had  remained  at  Lima,  and  his  ser- 
vices as  an  agent  in  the  business  had  still  been  required  by  this  govern- 
ment. But  he  has  been  recalled,  and  public  considerations  have  induced 
the  President  to  confer  the  trust  iipon  ycu.  Some  of  these  are  alluded  to 
in  the  following  extract  from  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  of  Peru,  under  date  the  22d  instant: 

'^The  undersigned  would  respectfully  but  eainestly  call  your  Excel- 
lency's attention  k)  another  su]:ycct  of  great  importance.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  have  acceeded  to  the  wishes  of  that  of  Peru, 
^nd  have  consented  to  a  modification  of  the  convention  of  March,  1841, 
by  which  the  payment  of  the  annual  instalments  of  $30,0t)0  under  its 
stipulations  should  commence  on  the  1st  of  January,  1846,  instead  of  the 
1st  of  January,  1844.  There  are  now  two  instalments  due,  with  the  in- 
terest on  each  from  the  1st  of  January,  1842." 

*^  The  claimants,  having  been  long  delayed,  are  urgent  to  receive  their 
moneys  and  the  President  is  exceedingly  solicitous  that  the  convention 
should  be  punctually  observed  on  the  part  of  Peru.  For  this  purpose  he 
has  transmitted  a  power  of  altorney  to  Messrs.  Edward  McCall  &  Co., 
United  States  navy  agents  at  Lima,  to  receive  the  instalments  now  due, 
and  to  become  due,  under  the  convention,  and  to  give  the  necessary  ac- 
quittances to  the  Peruvian  government.  For  your  satisfaction  a  copy  of 
the  instrument  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  money  thus  received  by 
McCall  dc  Co.  will  not  be  transmitted  to  the  United  States,  but  will  be 
expended  in  your  own  country  in  purchasing  supplies  for  our  navy.  This 
arrangement,  it  is  believed,  cannot  fail  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Peruvian  gov- 
ernment. The  government  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  it  shall  re- 
ceive information  that  the  instalm(5nts  now  due,  or  hereafter  to  become 
due,  have  been  paid  to  Messrs.  McCall  &  Company,  will  distribute  the 
amount  among  the  claimants  in  the  United  States.  The  early  attention 
of  the  Peruvian  government  to  this  business  will  be  jusdy  appreciated  by 
the  President." 

It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Jewett,  before  this  shall  reach  you,  may  have  re- 
ceived one  or  both  the  instalments  now  due.  Should  this  be  the  case, 
and  he  has  not  transmitted  the  amount  to  tlie  United  States,  you  are  hereby 
authorized  to  receive  it  and  give  him  an  acquittance  for  the  same,  as  it  is 
believed  that  this  would  save  him  trouble  and  responsibility. 

This  communication  will  be  transmitted  to  you  under  cover  from  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


[68]  4 

Secretary^  of.  the  Navy ,  who  will  give  ^on  the  necessary  instnictiotB  as  to 
the  apphcation  of  the  money. 
I  am,  ice., 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
Messrs.  Edwd.  McCaix  &  Co.,  Lima. 


Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  dm/. 
[Cxtraet.] 

[No.  1.]  Department  op  State. 

Washington,  September  18, 1817. 

Sm:  Prom  the  instructions  and  despatches  on  file  in  your  legation,  yoi 
will  learn  the  causes  of  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Pcni 
in  carrying  into  execution  the  convention  concluded  at  Lima  on  the  17th 
of  Mux^h,  1841.  These  have  all  been  happily  removed;  and  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  original  convention,  modified  according  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Congress  of  Peru,  were  exchanged  at  Lima  on  the  3l8t 
October,  lo46.  You  will  perceive  from  the  whole  history  of  this  trans- 
action how  anxious  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  always 
been  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  that  of  Peru. 

In  the  full  confidence  that  this  modified  convention  would  lie  executed 
punctuallv  and  in  good  faith  by  the  Peruvian  government,  and  after  it  had 
oeen  ratified  by  the  Senate  on  the  29th  May,  1846,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  plassed  an  act,  approved  on  the  8th  August,  1846,  to  cany  it 
into  effect.  In  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  Attorney  General  has  commu- 
nicated to  this  department  a  list,  dated  on  the  7th  August  last,  of  the 
several  awards  made  by  him  in  favor  of  the  claimants  under  the  conven- 
tion. A  copy  of  this  list,  with  the  accompanying  note,  will  be  delireied 
to  you. 

In  February  last,  the  Peruvian  government  paid  to  Mr.  Jewett  the  snm 
of  ^0,000,  the  first  instalment  due  under  the  convention,  but  without  the 
interest,  and  at  the  same  time  applied  to  this  government,  through  him,  to 
consider  the  first  instalment  to  have  been  due,  not  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1846,  according  to  the  express  terms  of  the  convention,  but  on  die 
1st  day  of  January,  1847.  The^  appear  to  have  rested  this  application 
upon  the  ground  that  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  had  not  been  ex- 
changed until  after  the  1st  of  January,  1846.  But,  independently  of  the 
day  having  been  fixod  by  the  convention  itself  when  the  first  instalment 
should  be  paid,  the  general  rule  of  public  law  is,  that  a  treaty  '*  is  binding 
on  the  contracting  parties  from  the  date  of  its  signature,  unless  it  contains 
an  express  stipulation  to  the  contrary.  The  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
has  a  retroactive  effect^  confirming  the  treaty  from  this  date."  Mr.  OsmS; 
since  his  arrival  in  this  country,  has  in  conversation  presented  to  me  this 
application  of  the  government  of  Peru;  but  I  informed  him  that  this  gor- 
emment  could  not  consent  to  change  the  terms  of  the  convention,  and 
gave  him  the  reasons  for  this  determination,  with  which  he  seemed  to  be 
satisfied.  He  told  me  that  he  would  immediately  communicate  this  in- 
formation to  his  government. 

You  will,  therefore,  soon  after  your  arrival  in  Lima^  urge  the  paym^t 
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of  the  second  instalment  under  the  convention,  due  on  the  1st  January, 
1847,  together  with  the  interest  on  the  first  instalment,  if  these  shall  not 
have  already  been  paid.  After  all  the  difiiculties  and  delays  which  have 
been  dready  interposed,  it  is  hoped  that  the  governnaent  of  Peru  will 
hereafter  discharge  the  instalments  punctually  as  they  shall  become  due. 
The  claimants,  who  have  been  already  so  long  postponed,  will  urge  this 
government  to  obtain  for  them  their  just  demands,  acc(»rding  to  the  terms 
of  the  convention;  and  this  they  have  a  right  to  expect. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  between  this  department  and  the  Navy 
Department,  under  which  you  will  be  relieved  from  the  weight  of  receiv- 
ing the  instalments  as  they  become  due  from  the  Peruvian  government. 
Under  this  arrangement,  these  will  be  received  by  Messrs.  Edward  McCall 
&  Co.,  navy  agents  of  the  United  States  at  Lima,  and  will  be  expended 
there  for  the  use  of  the  navy;  whilst  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  cause 
^e  same  amount  to  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  for 
the  use  of  the  claimants  under  the  convention  with  Peru.  You  will  be 
fiimished  with  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Messrs.  McCall  &  Co.  of  the  24th 
March  last,  which  will  afford  you  all  the  necessary  information  on  this 
Mibgect. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
J.  a.  Clat,  Esq., 


Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Clay. 

(No,  9.]  Department  op  State, 

W&shmgtony  June  16, 1849. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter,  under  date  the  7th  instant,  addressed 
to  this  department  by  L.  S.  Suarez,  of  New  York,  and  of  the  memorial 
which  accompanied  it  from  claimants  under  the  convention  with  Peru  of 
the  17th  March,  1841,  complaining  of  the  infidelity  of  the  Peruvian  gov- 
ernment to  its  engagements  under  that  convention.  The  financial  em- 
barrassments of  that  government,  depicted  in  your  despatches,  may  have 
made  it  difficult  to  provide  funds  at  Lima  to  pa^i  the  instalments.  Mr. 
Suarez,  however,  suggests  that,  if  the  Peruvian  government  will  devote 
to  that  purpose  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  Chinca  idands  guano  in  the 
United  States,  it  may  easily  discharge  its  obligations  to  the  claimants.  You 
^xrill  consequently  lose  no  time  in  proposing  an  arrangement  of  this  char- 
acter. No  objection  to  it  on  the  part  of  that  government  can  reasonably 
be  anticipated,  especially  since  another  Peruvian  debt,  which  could  not 
have  been  so  sacred  as  that  due  to  our  citizens,  has,  as  Mr.  Suarez  inti- 
mates, been  paid  in  a  similar  manner. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

To  J.  Bu  Cj:*ay,  Esq.,  ij-c,  t^c,  if^c. 
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Air.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Clay^ 

[No.  12.]  Department  of  Statk, 

Washingt07iy  March  11,  1850* 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  another  letter,  under  dale  the  7th  instant,  ad- 
dressed to  the  department  by  iMr.  L.  S.  Suarez,  of  New  York,  complaining 
of  the  delinquencies  of  the  Peruvian  government  with  reference  to  the 
payment  of  the  instalments  under  the  modij&ed  convention  of  the  17th  of 
March,  1841,  and  requesting  that  vigorous  and  proper  measures  may  be 
adopted  for  a  redress  of  the  grievance.  The  reasons  assigned  by  the  Pe- 
ruvian Minister  for  Foreign  Aftairs  in  your  interview  with  him,  mentioned 
in  your  No.  35,  for  declining  to  accept  the  offer  which  you  were  instructed 
to  make  for  the  payment  of  the  money  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
Peruviatt  guano  in  the  United  States,  would  not  have  been  considered  as- 
entitled  lo  any  weight,  if,  under  the  terms  of  the  convention,  Limar  had 
not  been  fixed  upon  as  the  place  of  payment,  with  as  much  pf«cisioii  as* 
the  amount  of  the  instalments  and  the  times  when  they  were  to  &U  due. 
The  convention  was  agreed  to  by  this  government  as  a  compiomifie  highly 
liberal  towards  Peru.  It  stipulated  for  the  adjustment  of  long-pending 
claims  of  our  citizens  arising  out  of  outrages  upon  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty by  Peruvian  authorities.  These  considerations  impaited  to  it  far 
greater  solemnity,  and,  it  is  conceived,  imposed  upon  the  Peruvian  gov- 
ernment a  much  more  sacred  obligation  punctually  to  fulfil  its  stipulations 
than  if  it  had  been  a  mere  contract  with  individuals  of  a  foreign  nation. 
The  preference  shown  by  that  goveniment  in  providing  for  its  debt  to  the 
British  bondholders  is  accordingly  viewed  as  a  just  ground  of  complaint 
by  the  American  claimants.  You  will  consequently  inform  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  that,  if  this  partiality  shall  be  persevered  in,  and  if  all 
arrearages  due  pursuant  to  the  convention  are  not  promptly  paid,  the  Pres- 
ident will  deem  it  his  duty  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of 
adopting  other  means  than  remonstrance  for  llie  purpose  of  obtaining  jusr 
tice. 

Your  despatches  to  No.  38,  inclusive,  have  been  received. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

To  John  Randolph  Clay,  Esq.,  ^'c,  Sf'c.^  4'c. 


Mr^  Clay  t9  Mr.  Buchanan^ 

[Extract  ] 

[No.  6.]  Legation  o**  the  United  States^, 

Limety  Janucary  11,  1848. 
Sir:  •  ••#  •»•» 

The  loan  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doHars  was  offered 
by  the  houses  of  William  Gibbs  &  Co.  (English)  and  Montane  A.  Co  > 
(French,)  upon  the  following  onerous  conditions,  viz:  Four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  be  paid  in  cash,  and  the  remainder  in  monthly  instalmeots 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  each.  In  consideration  of  which,  the  Peruvian 
government  agrees  to  pay  one  per  cent,  per  month  interest  on  the  ad- 
vances, and  to  give  the  contractors  the  e^clusivQ  right  to  export  to  ail 
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forei^  markets  one  hitndrecl  thousand  tons  of  ^*  guano,"  and  binds 
itself  not  to  make  any  contract  for  the  sale  or  exportation  of  the  article 
during  eighteen  months  from  the  18th  of  June,  1848.  The  guano  to  be 
consigned  to  the  houses  of  the  contractors  of  the  loan  in  England  and 
France,  to  be  sold  for  account  of  the  Peruvian  government,  and  the  con- 
tractors to  receive  the  Usual  commissions  and  charges  upon  the  sales. 
Thrce-fourtlis  of  the  amount  produced  by  the  sales  to  be  p^id  into  the 
treasury,  after  the  contractors  shall  have  reimbursed  themselves  the 
:SS5lJ,U00,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  the  pound  sterling,  and  the  remainiug 
fourth  in  Peruvian  scrip,  at  its  par  value,  including  the  interest  accumu- 
lated thereon.  There  are  other  stipulations,  with  respect  to  the  mode  of 
shipping  the  article,  which  are  mere  matters  of  detail,  and  throw  most  of 
the  responsibility  upon  the  Peruvian  government. 

The  terms  of  this  cont)ract  are  so  extraordinary  that  one  may  be  equally 
■surprised  that  any  individuals  should  offer  such  proposals,  or  that  the  gov- 
ernment would  entertain  them:  but  the  want  of  confidence  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  absolute  necessity  of  raising  money  on  the  other,  have  brought  it  to 
a  conclusion;  and  it  merits  the  attention,  if  not  the'  admiration,  of  those 
whose  duty  or  curiosity  leads  them  to  study  finance.  The  most  remark- 
able feature  in  the  transaction  is,  that  the  Peruvian  government  agrees  to 
acc€;pt  its  depreciated  paper,  which  is  now  at  a  discount  of  about  80  per 
eent.,  at  par,  in  payment  of  one- fourth  of  the  sum  produced  by  the  sale  ot 
-guano.  It  is  estimated  that  the  gross  sales  of  the  one  hundred  thousand 
tons  will  amount  to  nearly  seven  millions  of  dollars,  in  foreign  markets, 
and  that  the  contractors  will  gain,  in  commission,  exchange,  interest,  dec, 
upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars  by  the  contract.  From  this  will  be  seen 
the  -great  embarrassment  of  the  Peruvian  government  previous  to  nego- 
tiating the  loan — embarrassmpnt  caused  by  maladministration  of  the 
revenue,  and  keeping  on  foot  an  army  larger  than  the  resources  of  the 
country  wiH  support.  The  loan  was  at)soluiely  necessary  to  maintain  the 
existing  autliority  in  power,  as  everything,  I  am  credibly  informed,  was 
prepared  to  overthrow  the  administration,  if  the  arrears  of  pay  due  the 
officers  had  not  been  provided  for — the  military  usually  deciding  the  fate 
of  presidents  in  Peru,  somewhat  in  the  same  manner  as  the  pretorian 
jguards  of  ancient  Rome  did  the  election  of  the  emperors. 

Under  the  modified  convention  of  the  17th  of  March,  1841,  the  amount 
<lue  by  the*  Peruvian  government  on  the  1st  inst.  was  forty-two  thou- 
sand and  ninety-six  dollars,  to  wit: 

For  the  third  annual  instalment  ....    ^30,000 

Interest  on  the  tame  from  January^  1842,  to  January,  1848, 

six  ye€u?s,  at  fouf  per  cent.    -----         7,200 
Interest  and  premium  on  the  two  previous  instalments,  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  notes  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Lima  to 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  dated  August  25  and  De* 
eember  7,  1847 4,896 


Total 42,096 


As  no  part  of  this  sum  was  paid  on  the  first  of  January,  and  no  ex- 
planation given  to  me  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afi'airs  why  the  pay- 
meiit  was  deferred,  I  addressed  a  note  to  him,  on  the  9th  instant,  to  csill 
his  attention  to  the  subject,  and  requested  to  be  informed  when  the  gov- 
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ernment  proposed  to  pay  the  instalment.  A  copy  of  the  note  is  annexed. 
I  was  induced  to  be  prompt  in  my  action  respecting  the  instalment,  be- 
cause I  knew  that  the  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  raised  under  the 
gtiano  contract  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  that  probably  the 
money  would  be  devoted  to  other  purposes^  nnless  the  government  were 
immediately  urged  to  fiilfil  its  enga^ments  with  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Paz.Soldan  replied  yesterday,  stating  that  he  had  written  to  the 
Minister  of  Finance  upon  tne  subje(*.t,  and  would  inform  me  as  soon  as 
an  answer  was  returned.  The  note  addressed  to  the  Blinister  of  Finance 
I  consider  a  pretext  to  gain  time;  and  I  do  not  think  it  improbable  that 
the  pa3niient  may  be  deferred  for  some  weeks,  as  I  suspect  that  but  little 
of  the  money  received  for  the  guano  remains  in  the  treasury.  I  shall 
not  fail  to  write  again  to  Mr. ;  Paz  Soldan>  should  the  settlement  be  too 
long  delayed.  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  cojiy  of  his  note;  and  remain, 
very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY^ 
Hon.  Jambs  Buchanan, 

Seeretarjf  of  State. 


J.  Randolph  day  to  Mr.  Paz  Sokkm. 

[Note.] 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'  affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  his  Excellency,  Mr.  Paz  Soldan,  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  that  the  titles  of  all  tne  claimants  under  the  treaty  of 
the  17th  of  March,  1841,  (between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of 
PerU;)  were  examined  into  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  the  8th  of  August,  1846, 
ana  that  the  final  awards  of  the  amount  accruing  to  each  claimant  were 
made  on  the  9th  of  August,  1847.  The  government  of  the  United  States 
is,  therefore,  desirous  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  those  claimants  as  they 
may  become  due,  and  is  convinced,  from  the  position  which  the  republic 
of  Peru  occupies  in  the  scale  *of  nations,  that  no  unnecessary  delay  will  be 
allowed  to  take  place  in  the  payment  of  the  annual  instalments,  and  in- 
terest thereon,  as  stipulated  in  the  above-mentioned  treaty. 

It  is  consequently  important  that  the  undersigned  should  be  enabled  to 
conmiunicate  to  his  government,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  some  in- 
formation respecting  the  instalment  due  on  the  1st  of  January,  1848;  and 
he  therefore  takes  the  liberty  to  request  that  his  Excellency  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  him  when  the  Pem- 
vian  government  proposes  to  pay  the  same^  with  the  interest  accraing 
thereon. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  Excellency 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

LiMA;  January  9,  1848. 
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Mr.  Paz  Soldan  io  J.  Randolph  Clay. 

[TmntkuoD.] 

LiBfA,  January  10,  1848. 

The  undersigned  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  communication 
which  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  was  pleased  to  address  to 
himunder  date  of  yesterday,  requesting  him  to  say  when  the  Peruvian 
government  proposes  to  make  payment  of  the  annual  instalment  due  on 
the  1  St  instant,  with  the  interest,  conformably  to  the  convention  of  the 
17th  of  March,  1841. 

The  undersigned  has  addressed  himself,  with  that  view,  to  the  Minis- 
ter of  Finance,  in  order  that  he  may  direct  the  payment  to  be  accom- 
plished, and  as  soon  as  he  obtains  his  answer  he  will  communicate  it  to 
Mr.  Clay;  U)  whom,  in  the  mean  time,  he  reiterates  the  assurance  of  the 
distinguished  consideration  with  which  he  is  his  obedient  servant, 

JOSE  G.  PAZ  SOLDAN. 


^fr.  Clay  io  Mr.  Bttchanan. 

{Extract.] 

[No.  7.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Limay  February  U,  1848. 
Sir:  •••••••♦ 

The  sudden  illness  of  Mrs.  Clay  compels  me  to  end  this  despatch  ab- 
ruptly.   I  can  only  add  a  reference  to  a  copy  of  a  note  to  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  on  the  subject  of  the  instalment  due  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, and  a  copy  and  translation  of  his  answer  thereto.    I  have  reason  to 
think  that  this  government  will  pay  the  money  within  a  few  weeks, 
though  it  will  put  it  to  inconvenience  to  do  so,  as  its  own  officers  have 
two  months'  salary  to  claim.    •••••♦ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  James  Buchanan, 

Secretary  4{f  State. 


J.  Randolph  Clay  to  Mr.  Leon. 

[Note.] 

Since  the  note  addressed  to  him  by  the  late  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
^Mr.  Paz  Soldan)  on  the  10th  ultimo,  the  undersigned  has  not  been 
fiivored  with  any  further  communication  from  the  Peruvian  government 
in  reference  to  the  instalment,  with  the  interest,  due  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1848,  under  the  modified  treaty  of  March  17,  1841. 

The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  to  remind  his  Excellency  Mr.  Leon» 
Minister  of  Foreign  Aflisurs,  that  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of'^the  United 
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States  were  under  discussion  for  many  years  before  they  were  finally 
recognised  by  the  Peruvian  government,  and  that  the  delay,  although  it 
may  have  been  unavoidable,  served  nevertheless  to  increase,  the  losses 
of  the  claimants.  The  government  of  the  United  States  is,  therefore, 
anxious  that  the  instalments  secured  to  its  citizens  by  the  before-men- 
tioned treaty  should  be  punctually  discharged;  or,  in  other  words,  it  ex- 
pects that  the  stipulations  in  the  said  convention  shall  be  fulfilled.  And 
the  undersigned  will  feel  obhged  if  his  Excellency  will  inform  him  when 
he  may  hope  that  the  balance  now  due  by  the  Peruvian  government  will 
be  paid. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  Excellency  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Lima,  February  8,  1848. 


Mr.  Leon  to  /.  Randolph  Clay. 
[TraoslatioD.] 

Lima,  February  10,  1848, 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive the  note  which  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  addressed 
to  him  on  the  8th  instant,  requesting  to  be  informed  when  the  instalmeni 
and  the  respective  interest  due  on  the  first  of  the  present  year,  in  virtue 
of  the  convention  of  the  17th  of  March,  1841,  will  be  discharged. 

This  matter  will  be  submitted  to  the  opinion  of  his  Excellency  the 
President,  with  the  preference  that  it  merits;  and  the  undersigned  will 
then  hasten  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  charge  d'affaires. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Cla^  the  assu- 
rance of  the  respect  and  consideration  with  which  he  is  his  obedient 
servant, 

MARTIAS  LEON. 
The  Charge  d'affaires, 

of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

[Extract.] 

[No.  8.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  March  10,  1848. 

Sir:  I  regret  that  up  to  the  present  time  the  Peruvian  government  has 
not  paid  the  third  instalment  due  the  United  States  under  the  convention 
of  March  17,  1841,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  and  urgent  application 
made  by  me,  verbally  and  by  letter,  to  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
From  the  copy  of  a  note  of  Mr.  Leon,  dated  February  12,  annexed  to 
this  despatch,  there  is  a  prospect  that  at  least  thirty-seven  thousand  two 
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hunflred  dollars,  out  of  the  forty- two  thousand  and  ninety  six  dollars  now 
due,  will  be  liquidated  before  the  1st  of  May  next.  You  will  perceive, 
sir,  thai  the  Peruvian  government  has  fallen  back  upon  article  VI  of  the 
treaty,  and  proposes  to  give  orders  on  the  custom  house  at  Callao,  instead 
of  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  instalment — one-half  to  be  discharged  in 
the  course  of  this  month,  and  the  remainder  in  April — making  good  the 
loss  of  one  per  cent,  per  month  upon  the  said  documents.  The  object  in 
preferring  this  mode  of  payment  h  probably  two- fold:  to  avoid  giving 
specie,  (of  which  the  government  has  little  at  command,)  and  to  raise  a 
question  in  reference  to  the  constmction  of  article  VI,  in  the  hope  that  by 
some  means  the  United  States  may  be  induced  to  accept  a  liquidation  in 
the  currency  of  the  country,  instead  of  hard  dollars,  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment thereby  gaining  thediflerence  in  the  value,  which  is  7A  per  cent.  I 
cannot  assert  that  such  is  the  intention  of  this  government;  out  I  am  war- 
ranted in  suspecting  such  may  be  the  case  from  the  President's  having 
remarked  to  Mr.  Prevost  that,  with  reference  to  the  custom-house  orders, 
the  article  did  not  contain  any  stipulation  that  they  should  be  redeemable 
in  hard  dollars,  although  he  admitted,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  princi- 
pal as  well  as  the  interest  is  to  be  paid  in  such  coin,  whenever  payment  is 
made  in  specie. 

The  pretension  that  the  Tilternative  payment  in  custom-house  orders  is 
not  to  produce  a  sum  equal  in  value  to  that  secured  by  the  previous  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty,  is  so  little  to  be  sustained  by  even  a  plausible  argument^ 
thai  I  trust  it  will  be  found,  upon  reflection,  too  absurd  to  advance.  Re- 
garding, however,  the  Peruvian  government  as  a  debtor,  inclined  to  take 
advantage  of  any  pretext  it  might  suppose  would  turn  to  its  profit,  I  en- 
deavored, in  my  reply,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  annex,  to  anticipate 
every  question  likely  to  be  started,  and  to  state  succinctly  the  points 
which  1  expected  would  be  comphed  with;  and  1  now  await  the  answer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Upon  consultation  with  Messrs.  Mc- 
Call  &  Co.,  I  have  determined  to  accept  the  custom-house  orders,  so 
that  they  may  be  converted  into  cash  upon  the  best  terms  possible,  noti- 
fying the  Peruvian  government  that  it  will  be  considered  responsible  for 
the  difference  received  in  currency  and  the  sum  the  United  States  are 
entitled  to  in  hard  dollars.  This  I  deem  more  to  the  interest  of  the 
claimants  under  the  treaty  than  to  enter  into  a  discussion  at  present^ 
which  might  delay  the  payment  of  the  principal  sum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  Jaueb  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Leon  to  Mr.  Clay. 

[Translation  ] 

According  to  a  communication  which  the  undersigned  has  received 
from  the  Minister  of  Finan'^.e,  the  instalment  payable  on  the  1st  January 
of  the  current  year,  in  virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  17th  of  March, 
1S41,  amounts,  with  its  respective  interest,  to  the  sum  of  thirty-seven 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


[58] 


It 


u 


thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  ($37,200.)  This  sum  will  be  paid  in 
custom-house  documents,  the  general  treasury  delivering  one-half  in  next 
month  and  the  other  half  in  the  following,  on  such  days  as  the  said 
minister  will  opportunely  designate,  and  which  the  undersigned  will  have 
the  honor  to  make  known  to  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  understanding  that,  as  those  documents  are  subject  in  the  market  to  a 
loss  of  one  per  cent,  per  month,  such  loss  will  be  made  good,  so  that  the 
United  States  shall  receive  the  whole  payment  as  though  it  had  been  ef- 
fectuated in  cash. 

In  announcing  this  to  Mr.  Clay,  in  answer  to  his  note  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, the  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in  reiterating  the  assurance  of  the 
distinguished  consideration  with  which  he  is  his  obedient  servant, 

MARTIAS  LEON. 

Lima,  February  12, 1848. 


36*.  day  to  Mr.  Leon. 

[Note.] 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  has  the  hoiKV 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  his  Excellency  Mr.  Leon, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affadrs,  addressed  to  him  on  the  12th  instant,  to  in- 
form him  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Peruvian  government  designs  to 
pay  the  instalment  and  interest  due  on  the  1st  of  January  last^  in  virtue 
of  the  treaty  of  March  17,  1841. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  observe  that  his  Excellency's  note » 
satisfactory  to  a  certain  point;  but  it  is  necessary  for  the  undersigned^ 
whilst  referring  to  the  thirty-seven  thousand  two  hundred  dollars; 
($37,200,)  amount  of  the  third  annual  instalment  and  interest,  to  remind 
his  Excellency  that,  as  the  sum  is  pa]rable  in  hard  dollars,  {pesos fuerUSj) 
it  will  be  necessary  that  the  custom- house  documents  proposed  to  be 
given  should  also  be  notes  payable  in  hard  dollars,  (pesos fuerieSy)  or  that 
the  Peravian  government  should  agree  with  and  pay  over,  at  the  same 
time,  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  the  corresponding  difference  of 
value  or  premium  thereon,  which  is  at  present  seven  and  one-fourth  (i\) 
per  centum,  as  the  undersigned  learns  from  the  last  monthly  prices  cur- 
rent in  circulation.  An  order  is  also  required  to  the  proper  authorities  fcr 
the  exportation  free  of  duties  of  the  said  amount.  Moreover,  as  the  an- 
nual interest  of  four  per  centum  accrues  until  the  principal  sum  is  paid, 
there  will  have  to  be  added  the  interest  for  the  excess  of  time  subsequent 
to  the  1st  of  January  last  until  the  payments  proposed  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance  are  made. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  almost  superfluous  to  add  that  he  under- 
stands that  the  documents  offered  in  payment  are  received  under  ibfi 
guarantee  of  the  Peruvian  government  to  make  them  good  at  maturity,  if 
the  payment  of  them  be  delayed  by  the  parties  direcdy  bound.  Tb« 
foregoing  remarks  of  the  undersigned  are  intended  to  apply  specially  to 
the  third  instalaient,  and  he  offers  them  in  reply  to  his  Excellency  Jb- 
Leon's  note  of  the  12th  instant. 

The  undersigned  furthermore  thinks  it  right  to  call  his  ExoeUency'i 
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attention  to  the  sum  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  dol- 
lars ($4>896)  claimed  by  Mr.  Prevost^  in  his  note  of  the  25th  of  August 
last,  and  yet  due  on  the  prior  instalments^  and  to  request  that  orders  may 
be  first  issued  for  its  pa]rment.  To  that  note,  as  also  to  Mr.  Paz  Soldan's 
answers,  dated  the  9th  of  September  and  6th  of  December,  1847,  as  well 
as  to  Mr.  Provost's  further  communication  of  the  7th  of  December  last, 
the  undersigned  respectfully  refers  his  Excellency. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  his  Excellency 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiairs  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

J.  RANDOPH  CLAY. 

Lnu,  Fibruary  16, 1848. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

[Extract] 

[No.  10.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lima,  April  13,  1848. 

Sir:  At  the  date  of  my  last  despatch,  I  felt  assured  that  my  next  would 
convey  the  news  of  the  payment  of  one-half  of  the  third  instalment  duo 
under  the  convention  of  1841;  for  I  did  not  believe  that  even  the  Peru- 
vian government  would  allow  a  positive  promise,  made  by  its  Minister  of 
Foreign  Aft'airs,  to  remain  unredeemed,  particularly  as  it  was  to  carry  out 
a  solemn  engagement  entered  into  by  treaty.  Even  semi- barbarous 
nations  perform  like  stipulations  with  more  punctuality  than  Peru,  which 
has  no  slight  pretensions  to  be  regarded  as  advanced  in  civilization.  Had 
Mr.  lieon  remained  in  the  ministry,  it  is  possible  that  he  would  not  have 
forfeited  his  word;  but,  after  his  resignation,  Mr.  Sanz,  as  his  pro  tempore 
successor,  probablv  did  not  feel  so  conscientious,  since  the  political  history 
of  this  country  will  show  that  an  administration,  or  ministry  in  power, 
has  never  thought  itself  bound  by  the  acts  of  its  predecessors,  further 
than  they  accorded  with  its  policy,  and  would  pay  no  attention  to  their 
engagements,  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  threats  or  the  acmal  employ- 
ment offeree — for  the  government  seems  to  be  as  pusillanimous  as  unscru' 
pulous.  Many  ministers  often  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  inquire  what 
their  immediate  predecessors  have  done. 

Finding  that  tne  month  of  March  had  passed  over  without  any  notice 
from  the  government  in  reference  to  the  instalment  or  the  communica- 
tion from  Mr.  Leon,  dated  February  12,  1848,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the 
acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  3d  instant — a  copy  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  annex,  as  well  as  of  his  reply,  dated  on  the  6th.  Not 
having  received  any  further  communication  from  him,  I  called  at  the 
Foreign  Office  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  and,  after  requesting  to  be  in- 
formed distinctly  when  the  payment  would  be  made,  I  told  him  that  the 
claimants  under  the  convention  would  undoubtedly  press  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the  money  now  due,  that  they  were  justly 
entitled  to  have  their  demands  satisfied,  and  that  I  was  not  authorized  to 
make  any  arrangement  which  would  involve  a  delay  in  the  liquidation  of 
the  sum  now  owing;  that  I  had  become  wearied  of  conesponding  upon 
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a  matter  which  should  have  been  long  since  arranged,  and  that  it  was 
peculiarly  irksome  to  me  to  be  compelled  to  write  note  after  note  asking 
payment  of  the  debt;  and  that  I  would  much  prefer  to  address  the  Peru- 
vian government  on  more  agreeable  subjects. 

Mr.  Si'inz  replied,  that  he  had  consulted  with  the  President  on  receipt 
of  my  last  note,  and  that  his  Excellency  had  ordered  him  to  confer  with 
the  Minister  of  Finance;  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  see  him,  but  would 
do  so  the  next  day,  and  let  me  know  the  result  of  his  interview.  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  him  since,  which  may  be  partly  owing  to  the  Presi- 
dent's absence  at  Callao,  where  Mr.  Del  Ris,  the  Minister  of  Finance,  is 
also  staying. 

Should  the  next  note  from  Mr.  Sanz  prove  evasive  or  unsatisfactory,  I 

shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  address  this  government  res jiect fully,  but  in  such 

terms  as  must  bring  the  matter  to  a  conclusion,  as  I  have  no  doubt  that 

the  object  has  been  to  gain  as  much  time  as  will  be  permitted,  and  I  have 

no  disposition  to  be  amused  by  any  further  evidences  of  its  dexterity  in 

avoiding  the  payment  of  a  sum  so  justly  due. 

m  '»  w  m  #  •  m  #  «  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
To  the  Hon.  James  Buchaxan, 

Secretary  of  State. 


J.  Randolph  Clay  to  Mr.  Sanz. 

[Note] 

On  the  12th  of  Fcbmary  last,  Mr.  Martias  Leon,  Minister  of  Foreign  Al- 
feirs,  addressed  a  note  to  the  undersigned,  announcing  that  the  instalmeni 
and  interest  due  to  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1S48,  under 
the  convention  of  the  17th  of  March,  1841,  would  be  paid  in  document^ 
of  the  custom-house — one-half  of  the  sum  in  the  month  of  March j  and  the 
remainder  in  the  present  month  of  April.  To  that  note  the  undersigned 
replied  on  the  16th  of  February,  and,  in  addition  to  the  said  instalment 
and  interest,  asked  for  the  payment  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-six  dollars  ($4,896)  claimed  by  Mr.  Prevost,  in  his  note  of  Au- 
gust 25,  1847,  as  a  balance  still  due  on  the  two  former  instalments. 

As  the  undersigned  has  not  received  any  further  communication  from 
the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  he  presumes  that  the  subject  has  escaped 
the  notice  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sanz,  to  whom  he  takes  the  liberty  of  address 
ing  the  request  that  he  may  be  informed  when  the  promise  contained  in 
the  note  of  Mr.  Leon  abovfi  mentioned  will  be  fulfilled,  and  the  balance 
now  due  the  United  States  be  paid. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sanz 
the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Lima,  April  3,  1843. 
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Mr,  Sanz  to  Mr.  Clay. 

As  soon  as  the  undersigned  shall  obtain  the  antecedent  documents  > 
which  he  asked  for  on  receiving  the  communication  of  the  charge  d'af- 
faires of  the  United  States,  dated  the  3d  instant,  he  will  have  the  honor 
to  answer  the  two  points  contained  in  it. 

On  this  occasion  the  undersigned  reiterates  to  Mr.  Clay  the  assurance 
of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

MARIANO  JOSfi  SANZ. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

[Extract] 

[So.  11.]  Legation  OF  the  United  States, 

Lima^  May  12,  1818. 
Sir:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment has  at  length  commenced  paying  the  third  instalment  due  under 
the  treaty  of  March  17,  1841 — the  navy  agents  of  the  United  States  having, 
on  the  9th  instant,  received  five  thousand  dollars  on  account. 

Finding  that  my  notes  to  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  were 
not  promptly  replied  to,  and  the  answers,  when  received,  were  unsatis- 
factory, I  called  on  the  President,  on  Easter  Monday,  intending  to  speak 
to  him  in  reference  to  the  instalment,  in  case  an  opportunity  offered. 
General  Castilla  received  me  very  kindly,  and,  after  several  questions 
about  the  war  with  Mexico  and  the  prospects  of  peace,  he  introduced  the 
subject  by  inquiring  if  the  instalment  had  been  paid,  adding  that  he 
would   see   the  provisions  of  the   treaty   faithfully   performed.     I   was 
somewhat  surprised  that  the  President  should  have  put  the  question,  as 
though  he  were  not  aware  that  no  payment  had  been  made;  tor  it  was  a 
fact  he  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of,  seeing  that  the  orders  for  the 
liquidation  of  the  several  instalments  must  come  from  him.     I  replied 
that,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Leon,  when  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  had, 
in  a  note  to  me,  promised  to  pay  one-half  in  the  month  of  March,  and 
the  otlier  in  the  month  of  April,  in  orders  of  the  custom-house — an  ar- 
rangement to  which  I  had  reluctantly  acceded — nothing  had  been  received; 
and  I  could  not  understand  how  the  Peruvian  government  could  thus 
neglect  its  treaty  obligations,  or  permit  a  promit-e  of  its  minister  to  remain 
unfulfilled.    The  President  said  that  it  was  the  same  to  him  whether  the 
whole  amount  of  the  instalment  and  interest  were  paid  at  once  or  in  small 
sums;  that  he  would  converse  with  Mr.  Prevost  upon  the  subject,  and 
give  the  necessary  orders.     However,  when  Mr.  Prevost  called  on  the 
Minister  of  Finance,  the  latter  told  him  he  was  surprised  that  the  Presi- 
dent could  promise  immediate  payment  of  the  whole  sum,  when  "  his 
Excellency  knew  it  was  impossible  to  pay  ten  dollars  out  of  one  from  the 
treasury."     He  finally  said  that  the  most  he  could  do  was  to  pay  the 
amount  by  instalments  of  five  thousand  dollars  per  week.     This  aiTange- 
ment  1  have  accepted;  and  I  trust  you  will  approve  of  my  having  done 
so,  as  it  is  the  only  possible  way  of  obtaining  the  money  at  present,  and 
preferable  to  commencing  a  disagreeable  and  threatening  correspondence 
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with  the  Peruvian  ministry.  The  receipts  at  the  treasury  not  sufficing 
for  the  ordinary  expenses  oi  the  ffovemmenty  I  do  not  think  it  could  now 
pay  in  fiill.  The  total  amount  due  is  forty- two  thousand  and  ninety-six 
aollars,  to  which  is  to  be  added  interest  from  the  1st  of  January  last  to 
the  date  of  the  several  payments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr.  Sanz's  last  note. 
•  ##•#••## 

I  have  the  lienor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  James  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  Staie. 


Mr.  Sanz  to  Mr.  Oay. 

[TnuwIatioD.] 

LiMA^  May  %  1848. 

H.  E.  the  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  decree  the  pajr- 
meat  of  the  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  claimed 
by  Mr.  Stanhope  Prevost,  in  his  note  of  the  25th  of  August,  1847;  and  the 
Minister  of  Finance  has  communicated  to  me  that  he  has  already  agreed 
with  the  same  Mr.  Prevost  that  the  instalment  and  interest  which  should 
have  been  paid  to  the  United  States  in  virtue  of  the  convention  of  the 
17th  of  March,  1841^  shall  be  liquidated  in  custom-house  orders,  at  the 
rate  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($6,000)  a  week. 

The  undersigned  feels  gratified  in  answering  satisfactorily,  in  this  man- 
ner, the  two  points  embraced  in  the  communication  which  the  chargi 
d'afiaires  of  tlie  United  States  addressed  to  him  on  the  3d  ultimo. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  opportrinity  to  reiterate  to  Mr.  Clay  the 
protestations  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

MARIANO  JOSfi  SANZ. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Buchanan  • 

[Extract.] 

[No.  12.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LimayJune  12,  18^. 
Sir:  ##•#•♦• 

The  Minister  of  Finance  not  having  complied  with  his  agreement  to 
pay  five  thousand  dollars  a  week  on  account  of  the  third  instalment.  I 
called  on  Mr.  Pardo,  on  the  5th  instant,  and  represented  to  him  the  neces- 
sity I  should  be  under  to  address  a  remonstrance  to  the  Peruvian  govern* 
ment,  unless  the  payments  were  made  more  regularly.  I  told  him  that 
the  United  States  had  acted  with  the  utmost  forl^arance  in  the  premises, 
and  that,  tnisting  to  the  minister's  promises^  I  had  given  you  reason  to 
believe  that  the  payment  of  the  instalment  would  not  have  been  defrned; 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  I  could  not  consent  to  wait  any  longer; 
that  I  preferred;  in  the  first  instance;  to  converse  with  him  on  the  subject; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


17  [fi8] 

but  should  be  compelled  to  take  other  steps,  unless  the  just  demands  of  the 
claimants  under  the  treaty  of  March  17,  1841,  were  satisfied;  that  I  had 
the  promise  of  the  President,  as  well  as  of  the  former  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Mr.  Leon,  to  that  effect,  and  I  expected  them  to  be  fulfilled.  Mr. 
Pardo  said  he  felt  obliged  that  I  had  preferred  an  interview  to  addressing  a 
note  to  him,  and  told  me  he  would  speak  to  the  President;  when,  he  had 
no  doubt,  some  arrangement  would  he  made.  On  the  7th  of  June  I 
received  a  note  from  him,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  copy. 
The  *'  memorandum"  referred  to  in  the  note  is  one  prepared  by  me,  on 
Mr.  Gazzam's  proposal  to  navigate  the  river  Amaz©n  by  steam. 
•  It  probably  did  not  occur  to  Mr.  Pardo  that  to-day  (Monday)  was  a 
holyday,  and  that  payment  of  the  five  thousand  dollars  could  not  be  made 
until  to-morrow.  Such  is  the  case;  and,  as  the  mail  for  Panama  closes  at 
an  early  hour  to  morrow,  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  inform  you  whetlier 
any  money  has  been  received.  The  amount  paid,  up  to  the  present  time, 
is  about  ten  thousand  dollars. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 


[Tranalation  ] 

Lima,  Jwie  7, 1848. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  valued  letter  of 
this  dale,  and  the  accompanying  memorandum.  I  will  consult  with  the 
President,  on  the  first  opportunity,  upon  the  subject,  and  communicate  hia 
resnliuion,  without  loss  of  time,  to  you. 

With  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  dividend,  I  have  spoken  to  the  Minis- 
ter of  Finance,  and  he  has  assured  me  that  the  five  thousand  dollars  shall 
be  paid  weekly,  without  tail,  to  Mr.  Prevost — which  it  was  impossible  to 
discharge  before.  You  can,  sir,  therefore,  inform  the  said  gentleman  that 
he  may  go  next  Monday  to  receive  the  first  sum. 

Wiih  the  highest  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  PARDO, 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Btichanan. 

[ExtrRct.] 

[No.  13.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  July  12,  1848. 
Sir  :  The  navy  agents  of  the  United  States  have  received,  up  to  this 
date,  fourteen  thousand  tliree  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  five  and  a 
half  reals,  on  account  of  the  third  instalment  due  by  the  Peruvian  gov- 
ernment. This  is  the  result  of  the  many  promises  made  to  me  by  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs;  and  I  am  afraid  that  no  weekly  payment  ex- 
ceeding two  thousand  dollars  will  be  made  for  some  time  to  come,  as  the 
government  relies,  at  present^  almost  exclusively  upon  the  receipts  of  the 
Ex.— 2 
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custom-house  at  Callao  for  its  support*  These  are  not  sufficient  to  iebsf 
its  ordinary  expenses;  and  the  government  has  scarcely  credit  to  obtain 
a  loan,  upon  any  terms,  utitil  the  contract  for  the  exportation  of  guano 
shall  expire,  in  December,  1849. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  Jambs  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 


/.  Randolph  Clay  to  Mr.  Pardo. 

In  referring  to  the  note  which  his  Excellency  Itr.  Pardo,  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  was  pleased  to  address  to  him  on  the  7th  instant,  in- 
forming him  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  had  promised  that  five  thousand 
dollars  a  week  should  be  punctually  (sinfaUa  algutia)  paid  on  account 
of  the  instalment  due  by  the  Peruvian  government  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary last,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  observe  to  his  Excellency 
that,  although  more  than  two  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  said  note 
was  received,  only  one  thousand  and  thirteen  dollars  and  seven  reab 
($1,013  7)  have  been  paid  to  Mr.  Prevost,  in  documents  of  the  custom- 
house. The  undersigned  is  certain  that  his  Excellency  was  not  aware 
that  any  delay  had  taken  place  in  the  said  payments,  and  that  he  will  not 
sanction  any  similar  irregularities  for  the  future;  and  with  this  conviction 
he  hastens  to  reiterate  to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflfain 
the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Lima,  June  27,  184S. 


Mr.  Pardo  to  J.  Randolph  Clay. 

[TnuMlmtion] 

Lima,  Jume  30,  lS4Sr 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  esteemed  communication,  dated 
the  27th  instant,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  inform  me  that  onl^  one 
thousand  and  thirteen  dollars  and  seven  reals  ($1,013  7)  have  been  paid 
to  Mr.  Prevost,  in  documents  of  the  custom-house,  instead  of  the  i^ 
thousand  dollars  which  were  to  have  been  paid  weekly  on  account  of  the 
instalment  due  by  the  1st  of  January  last. 

It  has  pained  me  extremely  to  find  that  the  treasury  has  not  been  able 
to  meet  the  payment  according  to  agreement;  and,  although  I  am  convinced 
that  this  could  only  have  proceeded  from  the  perplexing  circumstances  ol 
the  exchequer,  yet  I  have,  under  the  same  date,  communicated  this  matter 
to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  who  will,  I  trust,  give  it  all  the  serious  alien 
tion  which  it  deserves. 

With  this  occasion  I  have  the  honor  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 


The  Chabg^  d'affaires 

rfthe  United  States. 


FELIPE  PARDO. 
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Mr.  day  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 
{Extract] 
{No.  14.]  LiSGATION  OP  THE  UnITED   StaTBS, 

Lima,  August  12^  1848« 
S«i:  •♦  •••••• 

Since  my  last  despatch,  this  goyemment  has  paid  but  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four  doUars  six  reals  to  the  navy  agents,  notwithstand- 
ing the  repeated  applications  made  by  them  at  the  treasury.  As  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  has  been  indisposed,  I  have  not  seen  him.  He  has  ap- 
pointed Monday  next  for  an  interview  with  me,  when  I  shall  again  urge 
the  payment  ot  the  balance  now  due.     The  amount  already  received  is 

sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  three  and  one  half  reals. 
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY, 
Hon.  Jambs  Bcchanan, 

Secreiary  of  State^. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Buchanan^ 
{Extract.] 

(No.  15.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lima,  September  12, 1848, 
&»:  •#•••••♦ 

I  waited  on  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  14th  ultimo,  and 
Trailed  his  attention  again  to  the  very  small  sums  paid  on  account  of 
the  third  instalment.  I  told  him  he  must  be  aware  that  the  govern- 
ment was  taxing  heavily  the  forbearance  of  the  United  States  in  thus 
delaying  the  payment  of  an  amount  guarantied  by  treaty,  and  which 
was  to  compensate  its  citizens  for  wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  by  Peru 
many  years  a^^o^,  and  added  that,  so  far  as  I  was  personally  concerned,  it 
was  particulaiiy  disagreeable  to  act  the  part  of  a  creditor  continually  pre- 
senting his  bill  to  a  debtor  for  settlement. 

Mr.  Pardo  reiterated  the  assurance  that  the  delay  had  not  arisen  from 
a  wish  to  avoid  the  liquidation  of  a  just  debt,  but  that  the  fact  was  the 
government  had  not  the  means  to  do  so  at  present.  He  could  pledge  me 
his  word  that  the  President  had  not  been  paid  the  preceding  quarter, 
and  that  he  himself  had  been  in  the  ministry  for  three  months,  with  a  salary 
of  seven  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  had  only  received  one  hundred  and 
«ightv>.  The  government,  he  added,  was  about  to  make  a  loan,  from 
whicn  he  hoped  to  pay  the  demand  of  the  United  States.  I  observed  to 
his  Excellency  that,  as  the  government  would  be  obliged  to  pay  a  pre- 
mium of  twelve  or  perhaps  twenty  per  cent,  for  the  loan,  I  was  fearful  its 
immediate  necessities  might  absorb  a  greater  amount  than  he  anticipated; 
still  I  trusted  to  his  exertions  to  arrange  the  matter.  He  said  I  might  be 
assured  that  nothing  should  be  wanting  on  hispart^  and  Chat  the  President 
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was  equally  anxious  to  satisfy  the  United  States*  With  this  the  conTer- 
sation  ended. 

I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  assertions  of  Mr.  Pardo;  for  I  believe  that 
want  of  economy  and  improvidence  have  reduced  the  Peruvian  treasury 
to  the  lowest  ebb.  Nevertheless,  were  this  government  so  inclined  yit  wouJd 
not  be  an  unprofitable  speculation  to  defer  the  payment  of  the  instalments 
due  the  United  States  for  as  long  a  period  as  possible,  seeing  that,  under 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  the  interest  is  limited  at  four  per  cent.,  whereas 
the  bonds  given  by  the  merchants  for  duties  at  the  custom-house  at  Cal- 
lao  are  immediately  converted  into  cash  by  the  treasury;^ata  loss  of  twelve 
per  cent. 

The  total  amount  received  on  acconnt  of  the  third  instalment  is  nineteen 

.  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  three  and  one-half  reals,  Pern- 

vian  currency.   I  have  heard  indirectly  that  an  American  house  will  pay, 

within  the  next  ten  days,  about  twelve  thousand  dollars  into  the  treasury, 

which  will  probably  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  James  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Buchanan, 

[Extrmct.} 

[No.  16.]  Legation  op  the  United  Stated, 

Lima,  October  12,  1818. 

Sir:  On  the  18th  ultimo,  the  Pemvian  government  paid  $9,181  5  t;? 
the  navy  agei>ts,  making  a  total  of  twenty-eight  thoiisand  two  hundieA 
and  ninety-three  dollars  one-half  real  received  on  account  of  the  thini 
instalment.  The  balance  now  due  is  therefore  thirteen  thousand  eigi^^ 
hundred  and  two  dollars  seven  and  a  half  reals,  with  interest  accruiu? 
since  the  1st  of  January  last.  I  think  it  probable  that  this  last  sum  vii 
be  paid  before  the  31st  of  December;  but  I  have  no  hope  that  the  Peru- 
vian government  will  meet  the  fourth  instalment  at  maturity,  unless  it  1* 
compelled  to  do  so  by  the  appearance  of  a  squadron  at  Callao,  instructed 
to  enforce  payment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon<  James  Buchanan^ 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Clay  to  JMr^  Buchanan. 

[Extract] 

[No.  18]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LAma,  November  13,  1848. 
Sm:  •#•#••« 

Since  my  despatch  No.  16,  the  Peravian  government  has  paid  eight 
thousand  dollars  to  the  navy  agents.  There  remain,  therefore,  to  be  paid 
by  Peni  $906  7J  reds  of  the  third  instalment,  and  $4,896  premium  and 
interest  on  the  two  former — making  a  balance  of  $5,802  7^  reals;  to  which 
must  be  added  the  interest  from  the  1st  January  last  upoii  the  deferred 
payments  of  this  year.  This  balance,  1  have  reason  to  believe,  will  be 
paid  before  the  3lst  of  December  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  Jakes  Buchanan, 

Secreituy  of  State. 


Air.  day  to  Mr.  Bitchanan. 

[Extract] 

[No.  19.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  November  13,  1848. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  answer  from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  a 
note  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  6th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  amount 
and  interest  due  by  Peru,  has  just  been  receiwd — after  I  have  sent  off 
my  other  communications  by  the  steamer.  As  there  is  barely  time  for 
this  to  reach  Callao  before  the  mail  leaves  for  Panama,  I  can  only  send  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Pardon's  note  in  the  original,  with  the  observation  that  my 
note  probably  caused  the  payment  of  the  $8,000  referred  to,  and  of  which 
menuon  is  made  in  despatch  No.  18. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully/ your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  James  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Pardo. 

[Note.] 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
reque^^ts  that  his  Excellency  Mr.  Pardo,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  will 
be  so  good  as  to  inform  him  when  the  balance  of  the  third  instalment 
and  interest  due  under  the  treaty  of  March  17,  1841,  will  be  paid,  as  the 
andersigned  is  desirous  to  communicate  something  definitive  upon  the 
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subject  to  his  goyemment  l^  the  steamer  that  is  to  leave  Callao  on  the 
13th  of  this  month. 

The  undersigned  has  also  the  honor  to  notify  his  Excellency  that,  as 
the  Peruvian  government  has  (notwithstanding  his  earnest  representa- 
tions) taken  the  responsibility  of  delaying  the  liquidation  ofthe  instalment 
beyond  the  time  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  the  undersigned  expects  that  it 
will  pay  the  usual  interest  of  the  country,  of  one  pet  centum  a  month, 
upon  such  deferred  payment,  to  be  calculated  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1848,  until  the  days  on  which  the  several  sums  may  have  been  received 
by  the  navy  agents  of  the  United  States  ou  account  of  the  said  instal- 
ment. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  Excellency 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished 


consideration. 

LiMA^  November  6, 184S» 


J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 


Mr,  Pardo  to  J.  Randolph  CHay. 

|TrsiMnition*j 

Lima,  November  12, 184a 

Having  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  your  esteemed  note  ofthe 
6th  instant,  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  third  instalment  and  ioteresi 
due  under  the  treaty  of  March  17,  1841,  be  has  replied  to  me,  under  date 
of  yesterday,  stating  that,  on  the  9th,  eight  thousand  dollars  had  been  paid 
into  the  hands  of  Sefior  Don  Stanhope  Prevost  on  account  of  said  instal- 
ment, and  that  in  the  course  of  the  present  month  the  whole  of  this  debt 
would  be  liquidated. 

The  multiplicity  of  business  which  has  no  doubt  engrossed  the  attentioa 
of  the  aforesaid  minister  may  have  prevented  him  from  consulting  with 
his  Excellency  the  President  in  regard  to  the  decision  which  I  requested 
on  the  various  points  contained  in  your  iK)te  already  mentioned.  As  soon 
as  he  has  done  so,  and  I  am  put  in  possession  of  said  decision,  I  shall  do 
myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  it  to  you. 

I  avail  myself  with  |deasure  of  this  opportunity  to  tender  you  the  senti- 
ments of  my  distingmshed  regard  and  consideration. 

FEUPE  PARDa 

•The  Charge  d'affaires 

ofthe  United  States. 


Mr.  day  to  Mr.  BMchanan. 

[Extract.] 

[No.  20.]  Legation  of  the  UNmtD  States, 

Ldmay  December  11,  1848. 
Sir:  With  despatch  No.  19,  written  at  the  moment  of  the  departure  of 
the  November  steamer  for  Panama,  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of* 
note  addressed  by  me  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiairs  on  the  6th  ultimoi 
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by. which  I  notified  him  that,  as  the  Peravian  goyemmont  had  delayed 
the  liquidation  of  the  third  instalment  beyond  the  time  stipulated  in  the 
treaty,  I  expected  it  to  pay  interest  on  the  deferred  payments  at  the  rate 
of  one  per  cent,  pfer  month.  Since  his  note,  dated  on  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber, which  did  not  contain  a  direct  answer  to  the  point,  I  have  received 
no  communication  from  Mr.  Pardo  on  the  subject.  I  have  directed 
the  navy  agents  to  make  out  an  account,  charging  interest,  after  the  Ist 
of  January  last,  at  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  I  shall  transmit  to 
the  minister,  with  a  note,  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  steamer. 

From  the  correspondence  in  the  archives  of  this  legation,  it  is  evident 
that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  stipulated  to  be  paid  by 
Peru  for  injuries  inflicted  upon  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  was  a  compromise,  accepted  by  the  United  States  to  enable  the 
claimants  to  obtain  some  satisfaction  from  a  government  exposed  to  suc- 
cessive revolutions,  and  constantly  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  The 
claims,  with  interest,  amounted  to  about  one  million  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  the  arrangement  made  by  the  treaty  of  March  17, 1841, 
was  consequentiy  very  favorable  to  Peru.  The  interest  of  four  per  cent, 
agreed  upon  by  the  third  article  appears  to  have  been  originally  suggested 
by  Mr.  Livingston,  in  a  despatch  dated  January  30, 1833;  and  by  placin? 
it  at  so  low  a  rate,  the  United  States  unquestionably  granted  unususd 
and  most  lenient  terms  to  the  Peruvian  government,  for  at  no  time  since 
the  country  achieved  its  independence  has  four  per  cent,  been  con- 
sidered a  compensation  for  the  use  of  money.  At  the  present  day,  the  in- 
terest paid  by  the  government  on  its  loans,  and  that  charged  in  commer- 
cial transactions,  is  invariably  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  this  is 
now  so  well  settled,  that  it  is  not  considered  usurious,  but  the  fair  busi- 
ness value  of  capital.  The  rate  of  interest  on  loans,  whether  public  or 
private,  being  one  per  cent,  per  month,  it  is  but  just  that  the  claimants 
should  receive  it  from  this  government,  whenever  the  payment  of  the  in- 
stalments is  delayed  beyond  the  time  fixed  by  the  treaty,  as  the  four  per 
cent,  mentioned  in  article  III  is,  in  my  opinion,  only  applicable  to  the 
principal  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  the  balance  of  it  re- 
maining due  according  to  the  terms  of  the  convention,  and  not  to  the  in- 
dividual instalments  whose  payment  has  been  deferred  by  the  act  of  the 
Peruvian  government.  The  very  fact  of  postponing  the  liquidation  of 
any  instalment  is,  quo  ad  hocy  a  breach  of  the  treaty,  and  takes  the  amount 
out  of  the  provisions  of  the  same;  otherwise,  payment  might  be 'deferred 
indefinitely,  and  the  claimants  receive  in  interest  only  one-third  of  the  real 
market  value  of  their  money.  The  Peruvian  government,  in  not  payinj^ 
the  tiurd  instalment  when  due,  has,  I  conceive,  forfeited  the  right  to  limit 
the  interest  accmed  upon  it  since  the  1st  of  January  last  to  four  per  cent.; 
and,  having  thus  deprived  itself  of  that  advantage,  it  is  just  and  ^r  to 
revert  to  the  rate  of  interest  established  in  the  republic,  and  charge  one 
per  cent,  per  month  fit)m  the  1st  of  January,  1848,  to  the  days  on  which 
the  several  payments  were  accomplished. 

The  navy  agents  received  the  further  sum  of  $3,706  7^  reals  on  the 
the  28th  of  November — making  a  total  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  Peravian 
currency,  paid  on  account  of  the  third  instalment.  Calculating  the  in- 
terest upon  it  for  this  year  at  twelve  per  cent.,  and  the  premium  of  7^  per 
cent,  to  convert  the  currency  into  hard  dollars,  the  balance  still  due  is 
ei^ht  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars.    Messrs.  E.  McCall  d& 
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Co.  will  forward  a  statement  of  the  account  tq  the  department  by  the 
steamer  to  sail  on  the  13th  of  this  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  Jambs  Buchanan, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 

[Eztraets.] 

[No.  2L]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima  J  January  12,  1849. 
gi2{:  ««#•#«##• 
At  the  interview  with  Mr.  Pardo,  I  referred  to  my  note  of  the 
14th  December,  (a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,)  and  asked  if  any  de- 
cision had  been  made  by  the  President  with  respect  to  its  contents.  He  said 
that  the  President,  by  advice  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  had  resolved  not  to 
allow  one  per  cent,  per  month  interest  upon  the  deferred  payments  of  1 848, 
on  the  ground  that  tiie  treaty  of  1841  fixed  the  interest  at  four  per  cent.; 
and  that  Mr.  Osma,  when  Peruvian  minister  at  Washington,  had  informed 
his  government  that  the  United  States  did  not  wish  to  press  too  hardly 
upon  Peru,  in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  its  financesf  that  this  gov- 
ernment had  not  delayed  the  payment  of  any  instalment  for  the  purpose 
of  using  the  money,  and  that  the  payments  had  not  been  made  simply  be- 
cause tiiere  were  no  funds  in  the  treasury.  I  told  him  it  was  true  that 
four  per  cent,  was  the  interest  stipulated  in  article  III  of  the  treaty,  but 
that  this  rate  was  founded  upon  the  presumption  that  the  provisions  of 
article  II  would  be  complied  with,  and  the  annual  payments  made  re^- 
larly  on  the  first  of  January;  that  I  considered  the  two  acrticles  to  be  cor- 
relative, imd  that  the  omission  by  the  Peruvian  government  to  pay  the  in- 
stalments contracted  for  in  one  of  them  deprived  it  of  the  right  to  invoke  in 
its  favor  the  stipulations  of  the  other,  in  so  far  as  regarded  an  upaid  instal- 
ment; that  a  treaty  securing  the  paymdnt  of  money  was  like  a  contract 
between'individuals — only,  perhaps,  more  obligatory — where  the  party 
neglecting  to  fulfil  his  agreement  was  by  law  liable  to  damages;  that  it 
was  not  usual  to  insert  in  a  treaty  a  penalty  for  the  non-performance  of  its 
provisions,  because  one  nation  was  presumed  to  place  implicit  reliance  upon 
the  promises  ot  the  other.  Had  the  sum  provided  for  by  the  treaty  of  IS41 
been  a  composition  ibra  debtdue,  orother  matter  afibcting,  the  United  States 
as  a  government,  the  embarrassed  stale  of  the  Peruvian  finances  would 
doubtless  be  accepted  as  a  proper  plea  for  delaying  the  payments  and 
granting  further  indulgence;  but,  in  this  instance,  the  claimants  under  the 
treaty  were  individual  citizens  of  the  United  States,  whose  property  had 
been  seized  and  confiscated  by  Peru,  and  who  had  been  waiting  for  years 
for  redress.  The  money  due  by  the  treaty  belonged  to  them,  and  it  was 
but  just  that  they  should  be  properly  compensated  for  the  use  of  it;  that 
twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  was  the  usual  rate  of  interest,  in  government 
as  well  as  mercantile  transactions,  in  Peru;  and  that  I  thought  the  claim- 
ants fairly  entided  to  receive  it  upon  the  deferred  payments  of  last  year* 
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As  Mr.  Pardodid  not  appear  disposed  to  admit  the  justness  of  my  remarks, 
I  requested  he  would  reply  officially  to  my  note  of  the  14th  ultimo, 
which  he  promised  he  would,  in  time  to  transmit  the  answer  by  the 
steamer.     Should  he  do  so,  it  shall  be  forwarded  with  this  despatch. 

I  also  requested  to  be  informed  when  the  fourth  instalment,  of  thirty- 
eight  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  due  on  the  first  instant,  would  be 
paid;  ♦•  which  he  replied,  that  the  President  had  ordered  it  to  be  dis- 
charged out  of  the  first  money  received  at  the  treasury.  I  think,  never- 
theless, that  the  Minister  of  Finance  will  endeavor  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment by  every  excuse  he  can  invent. 

On  the  point  of  closing  this  despatch,  I  have  received  two  notes  from 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  AflFairs,  of  which  I  hasten  to  transmit  copies.  You 
will  perceive,  sir,  by  the  one  written  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  14th  of 
December,  that  the  President  is  unwilling  to  agree  to  the  demand  made 
by  me  of  one  per  cent,  per  montfe  interest  above  referred  to,  and  the 
reasons  adduced  by  Mr.  Pardo  in  support  of  the  refusal.  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  question  to  your  decision,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  shall  return  an 
answer  to  him  sustaining  the  demand,  and  advising  him  that  I  have  com* 
municated  the  correspondence  to  the  proper  department. ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY, 
Hon.  James  Buchanai^t, 

Sea'ttary  of  State. 


J.  Randolph  Clay  to  Mr.  Pardo. 

[Note.] 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'afiaires  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Pardo,  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  a  statement  of  the  amount  now  due  by  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment to  the  United  States.  The  balance,  as  shown  by  the  account,  is 
eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  three  reals. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  observe  that,  as  the  Peruvian  gov- 
ernment postponed  the  liquidation  of  the  third  instalment  beyond  the  time 
stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  March  17,  1841,  he  presumes  there  can  be  no 
objection  on  ita  part  to  admit  the  charge  of  one  per  centum  per  month 
interest  upon  the  amount,  computing  the  same  from  the  first  of  January, 
1848,  until  the  days  on  which  the  several  payments  were  made.  This, 
the  undersigned  flatters  himself,  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs;  and,  as  the  present  year  is  now  fast  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  the  undersigned  would  feel  obliged  if  his  Excellency  will 
cause  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  insure  the  payment  of  the  said 
balance  before  the  first  of  January,  1849. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  his  Ex- 
cellency Mr.  Pardo  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Lima,  December  14,  1848. 
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Mr.  Pordo  to  J,  Randolph  day. 

[Translation.] 

LiMA^  January  12, 1849. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  esteemed  favors,  dated  respectively 
the  14th  and  28th  of  last  month,  accompanying  a  statement  of  the  amount 
due  by  the  government  of  Peru  to  the  United  States,  with  a  rectification 
of  said  amount. 

I  have  transmitted  both  documents  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  in  order 
that  he  may  cause  them  to  be  examined;  and  I  will  inform  you  in  due 
time  of  the  result  of  that  examination. 

In  the  first  of  the  above-mentioned  communications  you  remark  that, 
'^  as  the  Peruvian  government  postponed  the  liquidation  of  the  third 
instalment  beyond  the  time  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  March  17, 1841,  he 
presumes  there  can  be  no  objection  on  its  part  to  admit  the  charge  of  one 
per  centum  per  month  interest  upon  th^  amount,  computing  the'same  firom 
the  1st  of  January,  1848,  until  the  days  on  which  the  several  payments 
were  made."  By  a  clause  in  the  aforesaid  convention,  the  government 
certainly  did  agree  to  allow  interest  upon  this  debt;  but  it  did  not  in  any 
way  stipulate  to  pay  one  per  centum  per  month,  as  you  think  proper  to 
determine;  and  you  are  well  aware  that  in  this  kind  of  transactions  no 
demands  can  be  adjusted  except  in  the  spirit  c/  the  document  in  which 
the  stipulations  of  the  parties  are  registered.  It  there  has  been  (which 
is  true)  any  postponement  in  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  due  to  the  United 
States,  (although  against  the  wish  and  to  the  infinite  regret  of  .the 
government,)  it  is  equally  true  that  this  postponement  has  not  been  the 
result  of  any  lucrative  direction  being  given  to  the  funds  with  which  the 
government  had  promised  itself  to  ms^e  these  payments,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  most  pressing  demands  which  had  before  embarrassed,  and 
are  still  embarrassing,  the  treasury— demands  which  have  not  yet  allowed 
us  to  pay  with  promptness  and  regularity  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
government — demands^  in  short,  the  urgency  of  which,  being  a  fact  not 
unknown  to  yourself,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  duly  appreciated,  and  loo 
well  corisideied  for  any  disguise  as  to  the  causes  which  produced  the 
inevitable  failure.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  yourself,  who  have  made  so  many  friendly  and 
obliging  demonstrations  towards  the  government  of  Peru,  will  be  convinced 
of  the  justice  of  these  remarks.  I  will  merely  observe  that  these  very 
demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the  American  government  and  yourself  have 
had  a  po werfiil  influence  over  the  mind  of  the  President,  and  have  rendered 
him  extremely  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  the  national  credit.  I  beg 
that  you  will  not  interpret  this  language  as  a  vain  compliment,  but  that 
you  will  view  it  as  the  sincere  expression  of  true  feeling,  inasmuch  as  I 
have  heard  these  same  words  from  his  Excellency's  [the  President's]  own 
lips,  in  recommending  this  subject  with  the  greatest  earnestness  to  the 
Minister  of  Finance. 

In  view  of  this  recommendation,  the  account  shall  be  examined  as  soon 
as  possible,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  balance  pronounced  due,  it  will  be 
paid  over  without  delay. 
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With  regard  to  the  annual  instalment  which  has  just  fellen  due/you 
may  re:st  perfectly  assured  that  the  government  is  using  the  utmost  energy 
in  collecting  and  setting  aside  the  funds  destined  for  its  payment,  this 
being  a  subject  which  commands  its  attention  in  preference  to  all  others. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  renew  to  you  the  assuraAces  of  my  most  distin- 
guished consideration  and  esteem. 

FEUPE  PARDO. 


Mr.  Pardo  to  /.  Randolph  Clay. 

[Traiislmtioii.] 

Lima,  Jamiory  12, 1849. 

I  received  in  due  time  your  estimable  favor  of  the  20th  of  last  November, 
in  which  you  are  pleased  to  say  that,  inasmuch  as  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars,  ($4,896,")  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  the  communication  of  this  department  aated  the  8th  of  May,  had 
not  been  included  in  the  account  previously  rendered,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  cause  an  order  to  be  issued  directing  its  payment,  in  order  that  no 
difficulty  might  occur  at  the  treasury. 

In  reply,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  your  note,  alluded  to  above, 
was  forwarded  without  delay  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  in  order  that  he 
might  direct  the  proper  officer  to  pay  the  sum  to  which  you  refer,  a  nouce 
to  that  effect  having  been  previously  given  to  the  aforesaid  minister,  in 
order  that  he  might  issue  the  order  requested  by  you.  Thus,  then,  in 
this  respect,  as  well  as  in  view  of  the  special  manner  in  which  this  matter 
has  been  recommended  to  the  Minister  of  Finance,  as  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  informing  you  in  a  separate  note  of  the  same  date  as  this,  it 
affords  me  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  the  aforesaid  sum  will  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  settling  the  balance  which  may  be  found  due  after  an 
examination  of  your  accounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
consideration  and  regard. 

FELIPE  PARDO. 

The  Charge  d'affaires 

of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 

[Extract] 

[No.  22.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  February  12, 1849. 

On  the  25th  ultimo,  I  wrote  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
answer  to  his  note  of  the  12th  of  January,  and  sustained  the  demand  of 
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one  per  cent,  per  month  interest  upon  the  deferred  payments  made  in 
1848  on  account  of  the  third  instalment.  You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  I 
have  agreed  (in  case  the  Peruvian  government  should  persist  in  its  refusal 
to  accede  to  the  demand)  to  receive  the  interest  of  four  percent,  acknowl- 
edged to  be  dne,  referring  the  remainder  to  the  decision  of  the  department. 
I  therefore  respectfully  request  your  instructions  in  relation  thereto.  When 
Mr.  Pardo  returns,  I  shall  press  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
though  I  am  aware  that  this  government  is  without  funds,  and  almost 
without  credit. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  James  Buchanan, 

Scareiary  of  State. 


/.  Randolph  Clay  to  Mr.  Pardo. 

[Note.] 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  his-  Excel- 
lency Mr.  Pardo,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  addressed  to  him  on  the 
12th  instant,  in  answer  to'  the  communications  of  the  undersigned  dated 
the  14th  and  2Sth  of  December  last. 

The  undersigned  understands,  from  the  note  of  his  Excellency,  that 
the  Peruvian  government  declines  paying  the  interest  of  one  per  cent,  per 
month  upon  the  third  instalment  from  the  Ist  of  Ja^nuary,  1848,  to  the 
days  on  which  the  several  payuients  on  account  were  made,  for  two 
reasons: 

1.  Because  by  article  III  of  the  treaty  of  March  17, 1841,  the  interest 
is  fixed  at  four  per  cent. ;  and 

2.  Because  the  postponement  of  the  settlement  o/said  instalment  did  not 
proceed  from  the  application  by  the  Peruvian  government  of  the  funds 
destined  for  that  payment  to  other  purposes,  but  from  its  utter  inability 
to  satisfy  the  demand. 

With  regard  to  the  first  point,  the  undersigned  begs  to  observe  that 
the  modified  treaty  of  March  17, 1841,  was  concluded  to  secure  to  the 
United  States  the  payment  by  Peru  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
second  article  of  the  convention  prescribes  that  the  said  sum  is  to  be 
divided  into  ten  instalments,  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  each,  to  be  paid 
annually  on  the  first  of  January — commencing  with  January  1 ,  1846;  and 
by  the  third  article,  the  interest  on  the  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  is 
agreed  upon  at  the  rate  of  four  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  computed 
from  the  <irst  of  January,  1842  :  "  the  interest  accruing  on  each  instal- 
ment to  be  paid  with  the  instalment."  The  articles  are  correlative,  aud 
the  obligations  contracted  by  the  respective  parties  mutual.  The  United 
States  agreed  to  allow  ten  years  for  the  liquidation  of  the  whole  sum  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  the  government  ot  Peru  bound  itself 
to  pay,  annually,  at  a  certain  date^  one  tenth  part  of  tlie  said  sum,  with 
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the  interest  accruing  thereon.  There  is  no  provision  by  which  the  Pe- 
navian  government  can  assume  or  take  the  privilege,  under  any  circum- 
stances, of  delaying  the  settlement  of  an  instalment  beyond  the  time 
fixed  by  the  treaty;  for,  if  that  were  conceded,  the  United  States  could 
claim  the  corresponding  right  to  accelerate  the  date  of  the  payment. 
Neidier  party,  then,  possessing  the  power  to  change  the  days  prescribed  in 
the  treaty,  it  follows^  that  any  divergence  therefrom  by  one  is  a  detri- 
ment for  which  the  other  is  entitled  to  be  indemnified.  If  this  be  true, 
the  question  then  arises  as  to  the  nature  of  the  reparation,  or  indemtiity, 
which  the  case  admits  of.  His  Excellency  Mr.  Pardo  cites  the  third  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty,  and  jJaces  the  interest  on  the  deferred  payment  at  four 
per  cent.,  <'  because,  in  this  kind  of  transactions,  demands  can  only  be 
regulated  according  to  the  document  in  which  the  stipulations  of  the 
parties  are  inserted."  , 

The  undersigned  will  refrain  from  touching  the  question  whether  the 
party  who  has  confessedly  not  complied  with  the  important  provision  ot 
one  article  of.  a  treaty  has  the  right  to  bind  the  other  strictly  to  the  stipu- 
lation contained  in  another  article  :  he  will  content  himself  with  suggest- 
ing that  he  might  apply  his  Excellency's  remarft  with  equal  force  to  the 
second  article.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the  rate  of  four  per  <^^"[-  5^^^ 
only  be  insisted  upon  so  long  as  the  terms  of  the  convention  axe  fulfilled, 
and  that,  as  the  instalment  was  not  paid  when  due,  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment has  lost  the  right  to  hmit  the  interest  to  that  rate;  if  not>  the  pay- 
ments might  be  postponed  indefinitely,  and  the  claimants  under  the  treaty 
only  receive  in  interest  one-third  of  the  real  market  value  of  their  money. 
The  principle  is  the  same  whether  the  delay  be  for  one  month  or  lor 
years.  His  Excellency  is  aware  that  four  per  cent,  is  a  rate  of  interest 
unknown  in  Peru,  and  that  it  never  has  been  considered  a  compensation 
for  the  use  of  money;  that  in  all  government  loans  recently  made,  and  m 
all  commercial  transactions,  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  is  the  interest 
regularly  paid.  The  rate  of  four  per  cent,  was  adopted  m  the  treaty  to 
favor  the  Peruvian  treasury,  which  was  known  to  be  in  an  embarrassed 
state;  but  it  could  scarcely  have  been  supposed  by  the  negotiator  that  it 
was  to  attach  to  any  instalment  beyond  the  time  of  payment  covenanted 
for  by  the  instrument.  The  undersigned  conceives  that  at  the  termina- 
tion of  a  period  prescribed  by  a  treaty  the  conventional  stipulations  con- 
nected therewixh  cease,  and  the  contracting  parties  must  revert  to  usage. 
.  Upon  the  first  of  January,  1848,  the  term  connected  with  the  third  instal- 
nient  was  accomplished,  and  it  was  taken  out  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty,  as,  after  that  time,  there  are  no  provisions  in  relation  to  it;  conse- 
quently, the  sum  detained  by  the  Peruvian  government  assumes  the  as- 
pect of  a  loan,  for  which  the  claimants  under  the  treaty  are  justly  entitled 
to  receive  the  current  rate  of  interest  of  the  country.  If  a  merchant  in 
Peru  were  to  lend  a  sum  of  money  to  another  for  five  years  at  four  per 
cent.,  and  the  latter  were  to  keep  the  said  sum  for  six  years,  against  the 
consent  of  the  other  party,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  court  of  justice 
would  turn  to  the  usual  interest  of  the  republic,  and  award  to  the  lender 
twelve  per  cent,  for  the  extra  year.  ,  ,  .    t^      n 

It  is  almost  superfluous  for  the  undersigned  to  remind  his  BxceUency 
that  there  is  one  general  principle  applicable  to  all  conventions  :  they  are 
to  be  construed  and  regarded  in  the  same  manner  as  contracts  between 
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individuals — only,  perhaps,  more  obligatory  on  the  parties.  When,  Ihert* 
fore,  one  party  neglects  to  fulfil  his  contract,  the  other  is,  at  law,  entitled 
to  damages.  It  is  not  usual  to  insert  in  a  treaty  a  penalty  for  the  non' 
performance  of  the  stipulations — apparently,  because  one  nation  is  pre- 
sumed to  place  implicit  confidence  in  the  promises  of  another;  but  this 
tacit  reliance  between  governments  does  not  affect  the  right  of  individual 
claimants  under  a  treaty  securing  the  payment  of  money  to  be  indem- 
nified for  the  breach  of  its  conditions  by  one  of  the  high  contracting 
parties.  The  only  question,  it  would  seem,  is,  How  is  the  indemnifica- 
tion to  be  ascertained?  This  can  be  resolved  in  the  following  manner:  If 
the  Peruvian  government  had  paid  the  instalment  when  due,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1848,  could  the  claimants  have  invested  the  amount  of  it  in  Pern, 
at  that  time,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum?  No  doubt  they 
would  have  done  so;  and  therefore  the  injury  they  suffered  by  the  non- 
payment of  the  money  is  the  difference  between  that  interest  and  the  four 
per  cent,  now  offered  to  be  paid  by  Peru,  and  that  is  the  indemnification 
which  the  said  claimants  should  receive. 

His  Excellency  also  states  that  the  delay  in  the  payment  of  the  instal- 
ment did  not  proceed  from  any  lucrative  conversion  of  the  money  by  the 
Peruvian  government,  but  from  inability  to  fulfil  its  engagements.  To 
this  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  observe  that  it  would  be  unbecoming 
in  him  to  inquire  how  it  may  have  pleased  the  said  government  to  appro- 
priate its  funds.  The  effect,  however,  upon  the  interests  of  the  claimants 
IS  the  same,  whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the  delay.  Moreover, 
had  the  sum  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1841  been  a  composition  for  a  debt 
due,  or  other  matter  affecting,  the  United  States  as  a  government,  the  fact 
that  the  treasury  was  beset  by  urgencies  which  absorbed  the  revenue 
might  have  been  sufficient  to  found  an  application  upon  for  indulgence 
and  an  extension  of  the  credit;  yet  it  can  scarcely  be  assigned  as  a  reason 
not  to  give  a  proper  indemnification  to  the  claimartts,  who  are  private  citi- 
sens,  after  the  Peruvian  government  has  deferred  the  settlement,  without 
the  consent  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  Peruvian  government,  upon  a  review 
of  the  matter,  will  perceive  the  justice  of  the  demand  made  by  him  in  favor 
of  the  claimants  under  the  treaty.  Should  that  not  be  the  case,  he  re- 
quests that,  the  interest  admitted  to  be  due  on  the  third  instalment  be 
psud,  and  he  will  submit  the  question  as  to  the  remainder  to  the  decision 
of  his  government. 

The  undersigned  cannot  close  this  note  without  thanking  his  Excel- 
lency for  the  polite  expressions  contained  in  his  communication  of  ihe 
12th  instant;  and  he  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Affairs  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  considera* 
tion. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Lima,  January  25>  1849. 
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Mr.  Oay  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Extract] 

[No.  24. J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lima^  March  10,  1849. 
Sir:  The  Penivian  goyernment  has  not  pai^  any  part  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment, due  on  the  1st  of  January,  1849.  At  every  interview  with  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affiairs  the  subject  has  been  brought  forward,  and  I 
have  represented  to  him  the  necessity  of  making  some  arrangement.  He 
has  invariably  assured  me  of  the  disposition  of  the  President  to  do  all  in 
his  power  to  satisfy  the  demand,  but  that  the  treasury  was  completely 
exhausted,  and  that  even  the  officers  of  the  government  had  three  or  four 
months'  pay  due  them.  I  am  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  as 
the  government  has  anticipated  all  the  revenue  arising  from  contributions 
and  taxes,  and  depends,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  receipts  of  the  custom- 
house at  Callao  to  cover  its  ordinary  daily  expenses.  Even  these  had 
been  so  far  hypothecated  that  not  more  than  six  thousand  dollars,  as  I  am 
informed,  remained  available  to  the  treasury  during  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary. The  late  attempt  at  revolution  has  also  entailed  great  expense  upon 
the  government.  Mr.  Pardo  has^  therefore,  requested  me  to  inform  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  the  situatipn  of  affairs  in  Peni^  and  to 
add  that  the  President  has  sent  orders  to  the  different  departments  to  remit 
their  contingents  in  bar  silver,  to  be  coined  at  the  mint  and  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment:  with  this^  and  the  amount  which  may 
De  paid  into  the  treasury  by  the  American  commercial  house  of  Alsop  <fc 

Co.^  he  trusts  the  whole  instalment  will  be  covered  in  five  or  six  mouths. 

#  •  #  #  «  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir^  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of*  State. 


Mr.  Clay  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Extract.] 

[No.  25.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ldma,  April  12,  1849. 
Sir:  #  #  •  #  • 

I  regret  to  inform  the  department  that  no  payment  has  been  made  on 
account  of  the  fourth  instalment,*  neither  do  I  think  it  probable  that  any 
money  will  be  received  for  some  months,  if  the  government  be  not  appre- 
hensive that  the  United  States  will  enforce  a  settlement.  Knowing  the 
unwillingness  of  the  cabinet  at  Washington  to  resort  to  harsh  measures,  I 
have  contented  myself  with  urginff  upon  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
the  necessity  of  making  some  definitive  arrangement  of  the  matter.  I 
think,  however,  that  positive  instructions  from  the  department  would  prove 
advantageous,  and  perhaps  induce  the  payment  of  the  sum  now  due. 
♦  •#  ••  •  ♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Sboretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Clay  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Extract.] 

[No.  26.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  May  12,  1849. 

Sm:  The  Peruviaa  government  has  at  length  made  a  further  payment 
of  four  thousand  three  hundred  thirty-one  dollars  five  and  one-quarter 
reals  on  account  of  the  third  instalment.  The  annexed  correspondence 
will  show  that  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  wished  to  apply  the  sura 
to  the  part  payment  of  the  feurth  instalment.  This  I  objected  to,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  occasion  confusion  in  the  general  settlement  of  the 
account;  for  I  was  aware  that  this  government,  if  permitted  to  commence 
paying  the  fourth  whilst  a  balance  of  the  third  remained  due,  would  be 
afterwards  very  unwilling  to  adjust  it.  This  payment  would  reduce  the 
balance  still  due  upon  the  third  instalment  to  a  very  small  sum,  if  the  in- 
terest Ufton  it  be  calculated  at  fou^  percent.;  but, as  I  deem  the  claimants 
fairly  entitled  to  the  current  rate  of  the  country,  of  one  per  cent,  per 
month,  for  the  reasons  contained  in  my  former  despatches.  J  shall  not 
consent  to  receive  any  sum  on  account  of  tlie  fourth  instalment,  except 
upon  the  express  understanding  with  the  minister  that  the  question  of 
the  rate  of  interest  on  the  deferred  payments  shall  be  reserved  for  afier 
consideration  and  arrangement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Pardo  to  J,  Randolph  Clay. 
[Transla'ion.] 

Lima,  AprU  14,  LS49. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  has  notified  me  that  there  are  in  the  depart- 
mental treasury  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  five 
and  a  quarter  reals,  coined  in  the  mint  of  this  capital,  and  destined  for 
the  payment,  in  part,  of  the  fourth  instalment  due  by  the  government  of 
the  republic  to  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  you,  so  that,  with  the  answer 
you  may  please  to  return,  an  order  may  be  issued  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance  for  the  payment  of  said  sum. 

I  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  esteem  and  consideration. 

FEUPE  PARDO. 


/.  Randolph  Clay  to  Mr.  Pardo. 

Lima,  Apnl  18,  1849. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  his  Excellency  Senor  Don  Felipe  Rirdo,  Minister  of  Foreign.  Affiun, 
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dated  April  14,  informing  him  that  the  sum  of  four  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  dollars  five  and  one  quarter  reals,  coined  at  the  mint 
of  Lima,  are  now  ready  to  he  paid  by  the  Peruvian  government  on  ac- 
count of  the  fourth  instalment  due  the  United  States;  and,  in  replf 
thereto,  he  requests  that  his  Excellency  will  cause  the  necessary  order  to 
be  issued,  so  that  the  navy  agents  of  the  United  States  may  receive  the 
aforesaid  amount  at  the  treasury. 

At  the  same  time,  the  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  to  observe  to  his 
Excellency  that  the  sum  in  question  should  be  applied  to  the  settlement 
of  the  balance  due  prior  to  the  Ist  of  January,  1849,  rather  than  to  the 
payment,  in  part,  ot  the  fourth  instalment,  as  tlie  account  would  be  then 
less  complicated  than  if  the  two  be  blended  Xogethept 

The  undersigned^  in  conclusion,  cannot  oniit  reminding  his  Excel* 
lency  that  he  has  not  been  favored  with  any  comrauuication  in  relation 
to  the  result  of  the  examination  at  the  treasury  of  the  account  presented 
by  the  undersigned  with  his  notes  of  the  14th  and  28th  of  November, 
1648,  nor  with  a  reply  to  the  note  which  he  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
his  Excellency  on  the  25th  of  January  last. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  Excellency 
Che  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 


/•  Randolph  Clay  to  Mr.  Pardo* 

Lima,  May  7,  1849. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  request  that  his  Excellency  Seflor 
Don  Felipe  Pardo,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  will  be  so  good  as  to 
cause  the  necessary  order  to  be  issued  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty -one  dollars  five  and  one-quarter  reals, 
mentioned  in  his  Excellency's  note  of  the  14th  ultimo;  the  said  payment 
to  be  made  on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  still  due  by  the  Peru- 
vian government  on  the  third  instalment  under  the  treaty  of  March  17, 
1841. 

The  undersigned  is  induced  to  address  his  Excellency  again  upon  the 
subject,  as  he  has  been  informed  by  the  navy  agents  of  the  United  States 
that  they  have  made  several  ineffectual  applications  at  the  treasury  for  the 
payment  of  the  said  sum;  and  he  profits  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  hi» 
Excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflfairs  the  assurance  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

(Extract.] 

[No.  27.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  June  12, 1849. 

Sir:   ♦    «    ♦  The  amount  remaining  due  by  the  Penivian  govern- 
ment on  the  Slst  of  Decemberi  1848^  on  account  of  the  principal^  interest, 
Ex— 3 
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and  preminm  of  the  third  instalment,  and  the  balance  of  interest  and 
premium  on  the  first  and  second  instalments,  was  six  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  dollars  and  four  reals— calculating  the  interest  at  four 
per  cent.  On  the  9th  of  May  the  navy  agents  received  four  thousand  five 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  one  real,  and  to-day  a  further  payment  of  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  on  account,  thereby  redu- 
cing the  balance  to  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  three  reals, 
which  will  doubtless  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  treasurer  exhibits  his  state- 
ment of  the  account.  The  Minister  of  Finance  wished  to  apply  the  two 
last  pajmients  to  account  of  the  fourth  instalment.  This  I  would  not 
consent  to,  and  the  covernment  finally  gave  up  the  point.  I  have  agreed 
with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiairs  that  the  payment  of  the  interest  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  is  not  to  affect  in  any  manner  the  claim  I  made 
of  twelve  per  cent,  upon  the  deferred  payments  of  last  year,  and  that  the 
arrangement  of  the  difference  shall  be  postponed  until  the  decision  of  the 

Sivemment  of  the  United  titAtes  in  reference  thereto  shall  be  received, 
e  has  promised  me  that  the  treasurer  shall  commence  paying  the  fourth 
instalment  immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
To  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clattok, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  day  to  Mr.  CZayton. 

[Extimec] 

[No.  29.]  Legation  of  the  Uniteo  States^ 

IJmay  My  VZ,  1849. 

Sir:  *  *  ^  My  efforts  to  induce  this  govenunent  to  make  a  pay* 
ment  on  acconnt  of  the  fourth  instalment  nave  been  fruitless,  as  the 
treasury  is  without  money,  and  the  officers  of  the  government  have  seven 
months'  pay  due  them.  The' situation  is  painful;  and  it  is  but  justice  to 
Ur.  Pardo  to  say  that  he  hesitates  to  add  another  to  the  munber  of  a&- 
fuifiUed  promises  he  has  so  often  made  me. 

•  •••#••  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY- 
To  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  StcUe. 


Mr.  Clay  to  AB'.  Claykm. 
[Ezlneti.] 

[No.  31 .]  Legation  of  the  United  States^ 

Limaf  August  11,  1849< 
Sir:  #  #  •  •  •  ♦  • 

Referring  to  despatch  No.  8,  and  the  letter  of  L.  S.  Suaiez,  and  the 

'memoriBl  of  the  claimants  under  the  convention  with  Piem  of  March  17; 
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1841 9  enclosed  with  it,  I  fear  that  no  ajiangement  can  be  made  with  this 
govemmeiit  so  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  goano  in  the  United  States 
may  be  devoted  to  the  payment  of  the  instalments  due  under  the  tn^aty. 
The  fiscal  affairs  of  this  sovemment  are  so  embarrassed  that  it  is  virtually 
bankrupt,  and  compelled  to  resort  to  extraordinary  measures  to  obtam 
money.  The  monopoly  of  the  export  of  guano  to  England  has  been  given 
to  the  house  of  Gibbs  and  Company  until  the  year  1852;  and  I  understand 
that  the  same  house  has  contracted  for  the  export  to  the  United  States. 
The  Peruvian  government,  it  is  true,  has  made  an  arrangement  with  the 
British  bondholders,  by  which  oue-helf  of  the  proceeds  of  the  guano  is  to 
be  devoted  towards  payii^  interest  on  their  bonds;  but  in  that  case  the 
interest  was  fixed  at  a  lower  rate;  and,  moreover,  this  government  believed 
Ihat  Great  Britain  intended  to  taks  up  the  cause  of  its  subjects,  and  com- 
pel Peru  to  enter  into  an  «nangement. 

In  the  next  place,  artide  II  of  the  treaty  of  March  17, 1841,  stipulates 
that  the  instalments  are  to  be  paid  in  Uma;  and  this  government  will 
probably  use  it  as  an  argument  against  the  proposition. 

What  I  have  said  is,  nevertheless,  only  speculative,  as  there  is  at  present 
no  one  in  office  to  whom  I  can  make  the  proposal.  It  shall  be  made  as 
soon  as  Mr*  Pardo  resunes  the  portfolio  of  Foreign  AfliBdrs,  or  another 
minister  is  appointed. 

•  «##•••• 

The  aavy  agents  received,  on  the  fl6th  of  July,  four  thousand  two 
hundred  and  &«y  dollars  on  accotiat  of  the  fourth  instalment;  and  I  have 
reason  to  tliink  that  a  fuither  payment  will  be  made  during  the  present 
month* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Hon*  JoRN  M«  Clatton, 


Mr.  aasf4o  Mr.  Clayton. 

tfixtract.] 

JNo*  32.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lima^  September  10, 1849. 

Sir.  •♦•♦•♦  ♦ 

After  several  ineffectual  calls,  I  succeeded  in  seeing  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  today,  and  proposed  to  him  that  the  instalments  due 
under  the  treaty  of  March  17, 1841,  should  henceforth  be  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  guano  in  the  United  States.  He  said  he  did  not 
think  it  could  be  done,  owing  to  the  existence  of  an  exclusive  contract 
with  the  British  house  of  Gibbs  and  Company;  but  that  he  would  consult 
with  the  President  and  Minister  of  Finance,  and  return  an  answer.  He 
also  promised  to  endeavor  to  pay  a  fuither  sum  shortly  on  account  of  the 
fourtn  insitalment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

fion.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  ef  State. 
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Mr.  day  to  Mr.  Clay^nt. 

[Extnct.} 

[Noc  35.J  Legation  of  the  United  States^ 

Lima,  October  12, 1849.. 

Sir:  •«♦♦#♦•# 

The  proposal  was  made  to  this  government,  in  compliance  with  your 
instmctions,  contained  in  despatch  No.  9;  but  I  may  be  permitted  ta ob- 
serve that  I  do  not  think  the  claimants  would  receive  the  dividends  more 
regularly  if  it  had  been  accepted.  The  Peruvian  government  has  always 
been  in  debt,  and  is  so  accustomed  to  postpone  payment,  whenever  it  can 
find  a  pretext  to  do  so,  that  Ihtle  reliance  can  be  placed  in  its  promises. 
Nor  is  it  surprising  that  the  government  should  thus  neglect  its  pecuniary 
engagements,  when  the  merchants  of  the  country  are  so  careless  of  their 
credit  as  to  allow  their  promissory  notes  to  run  for  days,  and  even  for 
months,  beyond  maturity,  before  making  payment.  And  this  is  so  well 
understood,  that  no  bills  are  protested  in  Peru.  If,  then,  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  a  settlement  be  great  when  the  debt  is  payable  in  Lima,  where 
'immediate  and  continual  applications  can  be  made  to  the  government, 
will  not  the  probability  of  delays  be  increased  by  the  change  of  the  place 
of  payment  to  a  distance  from  the  capital  of  the  indebted  country,  where 
its  agent  can  so  easily  plead  a  want  of  oiders^  no  sales,  &<^.,  as  an  excuse 
for  postponement? 

Is  there  not,  also,  a  technical  obstacle  to  the  change  of  the  place  of 
payment?  By  article  II,  Lima  is  expressly  designated;  by  arUcle  IV, 
It  is  stipulated  that  the  amount  is  to  be  paid  <<  in  hard  dollars  of  the  same 
standard  as  those  now  coined  in  the  mint  in  Lima;"  and  by  article  VI, 
the  Peruvian  government  has  '^  the  option  of  paying  the  instalments  in 
orders  on  the  custom-house  at  Callao."  Now,  these  consecutive  pro- 
visions would  seem  to  render  the  locality  of  Lima  a  matter  of  substance; 
and,  as  such,  I  apprehend  the  combined  action  of  the  executive  and  sen- 
ate of  both  countries  would  be  necessary  to  legalize  the  change.  It  is 
tnie  that,  in  the  present  instance,  no  disadvantage  could  result  from  it  to 
the  interests  of  either  nation;  yet  it  appears  to  me  a  dangerous  precedent 
to  admit  that  the  stipulations  in  a  treaty  can  be  altered  or  deviated  from 
without  the  sanction  of  the  authorities  to  whom,  by  the  constitution,  the 
treaty-making  power  is  intrusted,  ♦  #  *  ♦  ♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  dayton. 

[Extract] 

[No.  36.]  Legation  of  tab  UNtrsD  Statss, 

Linuiy  November  12, 1849. 
Sir:  mm  m  m  m  m  m  m 

The  Minister  of  Finance  having  renewed  the  refusal  made  by  his  pre- 
decessor to  pay  the  interest  on  the  instalments  due  by  this  government  in 
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hard  dollars,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  do  provision  to  that  effect  in  the 
treaty  of  March  17, 1841,  notwithstanding  that  the  point  had  been  setded 
in  the  month  of  May,  1848, 1  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs.  I  observed  to  his  Excellency  that  the  intention  that  both 
the  principal  and  interest  should  be  paid  in  coin  of  the  full  standard  value 
was  too  clearly  expressed  in  the  treaty  to  admit  of  a  doubt.  So  clear, 
indeed,  were  the  terms  employed,  that  I  considered  the  objection  too 
trivial  to  be  disciissed,  particularly  as  I  was  convinced  that  the  United 
States  would  never  permit  a  forced  construction  to  be  put  upon  any  of 
the  articles;  that,  independently  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  the  pre- 
tension of  the  Minister  of  Finance  could  not  be  sustained,  for  four  per 
centum  paid  upon  a  given  sum  in  the  depreciated  money  now  current  in 
Peru  would  not  constitute  the  interest  of  four  per  centum  upon  the  same 
number  of  hard  dollars,  or,  in  other  words,  that  four  currency  dollars  are 
not  the  interest  of  four  per  centum  upon  one  hundred  of  the  standard 
value;  moreover,  that  it  was  a  new  and  anomalous  feature  in  financial 
transactions  to  contend  that  principal  and  interest  are  not  to  be  paid  in 
coin  of  equal  value.  I  concluded  by  saying  that  the  question  had 
already  been  settled  by  the  Peruvian  government,  and  referred  him  to  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place  in  1847  and  1848,  as  stated  in  the 
annexed  note,  which,  at  his  request,  I  afterwards  addressed  to  him. 

This  is  a  Mr  example  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment endeavors  4u  avoid  its  liabilities;  but  it  will,  of  course,  be  success- 
fiiUy  resisted.  •*♦##•# 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  vf  State. 


I.  Randoffih  Clay  to  Mr.  Ferreyros. 

>  Lima,  November  3,  1849. 

Sir:  The  Minister  of  Finance  having  declined  to  admit  the  account  of 
the  third  instalment  presented  by  the  navy  agents  of  the  United  8tates, 
on  the  ground  that,  m  his  opinion,  the  treaty  of  March  17,  1841,  does 
not  stipulate  that  the  interest  of  four  per  centum,  as  well  as  the  principal 
of  the  instalments,  shall  be  paid  in  hard  dollars,  (pesos  fuerles)  the  un- 
dersigned has  the  honor  to  address  his  Excellency  Senor  Don  Manuel 
Ferreyros,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  upon  the  subject. 

The  undersigned  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion of  the  question  at  present,  as  the  Peruvian  government  has  already 
admitted  that  the  interest  on  the  instalments  shall  be  paid  in  hard  dollars. 
That  such  is  the  case,  the  undersigned  begs  to  refer  his  Excellency  to 
the  note  addressed  by  Mr.  Stanhope  Prevost  to  the  Peruvian  ministry, 
under  date  of  August  25, 1847,  in  which  he  claimed  distinctly  the  pre- 
mium of  seven  per  centum  to  convert  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
second  instalment  due  under  the  treaty,  and  which  has  been  paid  in  cur- 
rency, into  hard  dollars;  and  also  to  a  note  addressed  to  the  undersigned 
by  Senor  Don  Mariano  Jose  Sanz,  on  the  8th  of  May^  1848,  in  which  it 
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is  expressly  stated  that  his  Excellency  tlie  President  of  the  repnbCc  had 
ordered  the  amount  claimed  by  Mr.  Prevost  to  be  paid. 

The  undersigned,  consequently,  flatters  himself  that  his  Excellency 
the  Miiuster  of  Foreign  Affairs  will  cause  the  necessary  orders  to  be 
issued,  so  that  the  interest  on  the  third  and  that  on  the  fourth  and  subse- 
quent instalments,  as  they  may  &I1  due,  shall  be  liquidated  at  the  treasury 
in  hard  dollars,  {pesos fuertes,)  or  their  equivalent,  agreeably  to  the  spirit 
of  the  treaty  of  March  17, 184L;  and  he  takes  this  occasion  to  renew  to 
bis  Excellenby  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 


Mr.  Clay  to  JIA-.  Ctojfim. 

[ExtiMt.] 

[No.  39.}  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

lAma,  Fdnvary  12,  i860. 
Sm:  •  ♦  •  •  •  •  •  ♦ 

The  amount  paid  on  account  of  the  fourth  instalment  due  under  the 
treaty  of  March  17, 1841,  is  thirty-four  thousand  six  hnndved  and  sixty- 
three  dollars,  in  hard  money.  The  Peruvian  government  is  mote  than  a 
year  in  arrear,  notwithstanding  all  my  efforts  to  induce  it  to  foifil  its  en- 

fagements.    I  beg,  respectfully,  to  refer  you  lo  my  despatches  Nos.  20> 
1,  22,  and  36,  relating  to  the  interest  to  be  paid  upon  the  instalments, 
and  ask  to  be  instructed  thereon. 

•  #  #  #  «  •'•  • 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Oay  to  Mr.  Oajfton. 

[Extract] 

[No.  41.1  Legation  of  the  United  States^ 

Uma,  April  12,  1850. 
Sir.  •♦•••••• 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  has  notified  me  that  there  are  nineteen 
thousand  four  hundre<i  and  seventeen  dollars  four  reals,  hard  money,  in 
the  treasury,  for  account  of  the  instalment  now  due,  and  which  will, 
doubtless,  be  paid  in  a  few  days.  He  has  also  offered  about  sixteen  thou- 
sand dollars  in  iar  silver,  which  I  have  declined  receiving,  unless  the 
Peruvian  government  will  defray  the  expense  of  coining  them,  as  the 
tr^ty  stipulates  that  the  payments  are  to  be  made  in  hard  dollars.  *  * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY^ 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Oay  to  Mr.  Clojftaiu 

[No.  42.1  Legation  op  thb  Uioted  States, 

lAmay  May  11,  1850. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by  the  steamer  which  arrived  on  the 
9th  instant,  your  despatches  Nos.  12  and  13,  dated  the  11th  and  12th  of 
March. 

The  Peruvian  ffovemment  has  acted  with  better  fidth  of  late,  and  has 
paid  the  whole  of  the  fourth,  and  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty  one  dollars  and  four  reals  on  account  of  the  fifth,  instalment  due 
under  the  treaty  of  M&rch  17, 1841.  Besides  this,  the  Minister  of  Finance 
has  given  orders  to  coin  the  seveu  bars  of  silver  mentioned  in  my  last 
despatch,  (as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  annexed  notes,)  which  will 
nxoduce  about  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  When  this  payment  is  made,  the 
oalance  will  be  reduced  to  about  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Notwithstanding  this  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  the  government,  I 
deemed  it  proper  to  call  upon  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiiedrs,  yesterday,  and 
communicate  to  him  the  instructions  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  12. 
I  told  him  that  the  delay  in  making  the  payments  had  caused  so  much 
dissatisfaction  to  the  claimants  unuer  the  treaty,  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  would,  in  justice  to  them,  consider  it  neces^ry  to  re* 
sort  to  extraordinary  measures,  in  case  the  balance  now  due  were  not 
settled;  that  every  allowance  had  been  made  for  the  embarrassed  state  of 
the  finances,  but,  when  it  was  seen  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made 
in  London  to  satisfy  the  British  bondholders,  he  could  not  be  surprised 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  insist  upon  the  punctual 
payment  of  a  debt  secured  to  its  citizens  by  a  solemn  treaty,  and  when 
my  representations  had  not  met  with  proper  attention. 

Mr.  Ferreyros  was  evidently  disconcerted  by  the  communication,  but 
soon  recovered  his  composure,  and  said  he  regretted  that  circumstances 
had  compelled  the  Peruvian  government  to  defer  the  payments;  that  the 
money  now  coining  at  the  mint  would  be  paid  over  within  a  few  days, 
and  every  exertion  be  made  to  setde  the  balance.  He  added  that  the 
agreement  with  the  British  bondholders  could  not  be  regarded  as  a 

Srelerence  shown  to  them,  because  the  funds  firom  which  they  were  paid 
id  not  come  directly  out  of  the  treasury  in  Lima,  where  there  was  rarely 
a  surplus,  but  were  the  produce  of  the  consignments  and  sales  of  ^ano; 
and  that  a  similar  arrangement  would  have  been  entered  into  with  th^ 
United  States,  at  the  time  I  made  the  proposal,  had  not  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  guano  in  the  Union  been,  by  contract,  under  the  control  of 
the  house  of  Gibbs  &  Co. 

He  then  said  that  the  contract  had  ceased  in  December  last,  and  Ae 
government  was  now  ready  to  accept  the  proposal,  and  change  the  place  of 
payment  from  Lima  to  New  York,  binding  itself  to  pay  (he  future  instal- 
ments, with  the  interest,  as  they  shall  fall  due,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  Peruvian  guano  in  the  united  States. 

I  replied  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  renew  the  proposal,  but  would  write 
for  instructions  upon  the  subject;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  begged  to  im- 
press upon  him  the  urgent  necessity  of  an  immediate  settlement  of  the 
amount  now  due. 

I  still  entertain  the  views  expressed  in  my  despatch  No.  35,  though,  as 
this  government  is  less  embarrassed  than  formerlyi  the  sales  of  guano  \^ 
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the  United  States  will  probably  not  be  liypothecated  in  future  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  the  payment  of  the  instalments  doubtful,  were  an 
agreement  entered  into  between  the  two  governnaents  that  a  part  of  the 
proceeds  should  be  devoted  to  that  object.  The  credit  of  the  republic  is 
certainly  better,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  than  it  has  been  for  many 
years,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  government  may  be  cautions  not  to  commit 
any  act  to  impair  it.  But,  if  greater  confidence  may  now  be  placed  in  its 
promises,  there  still  exists  the  difficulty  arising  from  Lima  being  the  place 
of  payment  specially  designated  in  the  treaty;  and  it  would  require,  1  pre- 
sume, a  formal  agreement,  duly  ratified  by  the  two  governments,  to  make 
a  change — a  new  convention,  in  fact,  incorporating  the  other  articles, and 
substituting  New  York,  or  other  city  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Peru- 
vian capital.  This  would  be  attended  with  delay,  as  the  next  Peruvian 
Congress  meets  in  July,  1851.  The  sixth  instalment  will  fall  doe  before 
then;  and^  altogether,  I  think  it  is  more  to  the  interest  of  the  claimants  not 
to  touch  the  treaty,  nor  the  present  mode  of  payment. 

The  claimants  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  not  cease  pressing  this  gov- 
ernment to  fulfil  its  engagements;  and,  with  the  knowledge  that  means 
will  be  taken  to  coerce  it  in  case  of  failure,  they  may  be  very  confident  of 
receiving  their  dividends  more  regularly  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  Sta^e. 


Mr.  Ferreyros  to  /.  Randolph  Clay. 

[Tnunslation.] 

Lima,  April  6,  1850. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  informs  me,  under  this  date,  that  there  are 
in  the  mint  of  this  city  seven  bars  of  silver,  belonging  to  the  State, 
weighing  one  thousand  §ix  hundred  and  seven  marks  seven  ounces,  and 
that  the  government  is  ready  to  deliver  them  to  the  United  States  for  ac- 
count of  the  instalments  proceeding  from  the  convention  concluded  in 
the  year  1841. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  this,  so  that  you  may  order  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  said  bars.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  communicate  to  me  your  de- 
cision, so  that  I  can  give  an  account  thereof  to  the  Minister  of  Finance. 

I  take  pleasure,  sir,  to  reiterate  to  you,  upon  this  occasion,  the  senti- 
ments of  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem  with  which  I  am  your 
obedient  servant, 

.       M.  FERREYROS. 


/.  Randolph  Gay  to  Mr.  Fhrreyros. 

Lima,  Ajnil  8,  1830. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  has  the  hoDor 
to  observe  to  his  Excellency  Senor  Don  Manuel  Ferreyros,  Minist^  cf 
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Foreign  Affairs,  that  it  is  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
March  17,  1841,  '*  that  all  the  annual  payments  made  on  account  of  the 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  in  hard  dollars  of  the  same 
standard  and  value  as  those  now  coined  in  the  mint  in  Lima;"  and,  more- 
over, that  the  j^ovemment  of  the  United  States  has  directed  the  money 
received  in  virtue  of  the  ^aid  treaty  to  be  applied  towards  maintaining  the 
naval  forces  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  undersigned  consequently  regrets 
that  he  cannot  authorize  the  navy  agents  of  the  United  States  t9  receive 
the  seven  bars  mentioned  in  his  Excellency's  note  of  the  6th  instant  in 
part  payment  of  the  instalments  due  under  the  aforesaid  treaty,  as  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  could  not  make  use  of  them  in  their  pres- 
ent state,  and  must  decline  defraying  the  expense  of  coining  them. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  Excellency 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished 
con^ideratioo. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 


Mr.  Ferreyros  to  J.  Randolph  Clay. 
[Tranalatioo.] 

Lima,  April  26, 1850. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  writes  to  me,  under  date  of  the  20th  instant, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  reasons  that  might  l)e  adduced  for  insisting  upon 
the  delivery  of  the  bars  of  silver  on  account  of  the  instalments  due  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  he  has  directed  that  the  said  bars  shall 
be  coined  into  hard  dollars,  and  their  product  be  delivered  to  your  order^ 
which  will  take  place  in  due  season. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  you  for  your  information; 
reiterating  on  this  occasion  the  particular  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem 
with  which  I  am  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

M.  FERREYROS. 


Messrs.  E.  McOall  ^  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

United  States  Navy  Agency,  Pacific, 

Limay  June  9,  1847. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  24th  March  was  duly  received  on  the  6th  instant, 
covering  a  power  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  authorizing  us 
to  receive  and  give  acquittances  for  the  instalments,  wi^h  interest  thereon, 
due,  and  to  become  due,  under  the  modified  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  Peru  of  the  17th  March,  1841.  3aid  communication  was 
received  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  instructions  from  same 
department  as  to  the  application  of  any  amounts  we  may  so  receive;  which, 
of  course,  will  be  strictly  attended  to. 

Thus  for,  the  Peruvian  government  has  paid  only  one  instalment  of 
^^,000,  (thirty  thousand  dollars,)  which  had  been  received  and  was 
held  by  Mr.  Jewett,  from  whom  we  have  this  day  received  the  same,  and 
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given  him  a  receipt  in  duplicate.  A  ny  further  sums  that  we  may  heroofier 
get  from  the  Peruvian  government^  we  will  give  as  early  a  notice  of  as 
possible,  as  well  to  the  State  as  to  the  Navy  Department^  in  compliance 
with  the  instructions  we  hold  from  the  latter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO.,  Special  Agents. 

Per  STANHOPE  PREVOST. 

Hon. ^ EGRET ARY  OF  StaTE 

of  the  United  States,  Wasliuigton. 


Messrs.  E.  McOUt  tf  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

United  States  AesircT,  Pacific, 

Lima,  August  8,  1847. 

Sir:  On  9th  June,  we  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr 
communication  of  24th  of  March  last,  and  to  advise  having  receiTed 
fix>m  Mr.  Jewett  $30,000  (hard  dollars)  of  Peruvian  indemnity  money.  We 
have  now  to  advise  having  received,  on  the  17th  ultimo^  from  the  Peravian 
government,  a  hirther  sum  of  $40,800,  (forty  thousand  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars,) paid  to  us  in  currency,  which  we  have  converted  into  dollarsy  paying 
therefor  seven  per  cent,  premium — the  best  rate  at  which  they  are  now  to 
be  procured  in  this  city — thus  leaving  available  of  this  last  payment 
$37,944  (thirty- seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-four)  in  hard 
dollars;  which,  as  also  the  $30,000  received  from  Mr.  Jewett,  hafe 
already  been  shipped  for  the  use  of  our  squadron  under  Commodore  Bid- 
die,  as  will  duly  appear  in  our  account  with  the  Nav^  Department. 

Should  the  Peruvian  government  make  good  this  difference  of  preraium 
as  above,  due  advice  will  be  given  to  the  department.  As  it  is  our  busine^, 
as  navy  agents,  only  to  receive  what  is  tendered  to  us,  the  claim  for  said 
difference  has  been  submitted  to  this  government  by  Mr.  Prevost,  who,  in 
his  consular  despatch  No.  42,  communicates  with  the  department  moie 
fullv  on  the  subject. 

We  remain^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO.,  Special  Agents. 
Per  STANHOPE  PREYOST. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  State 

of  the  United  States,  Washington. 


Messrs.  E.  McCaU  ^  Co.to  the  Stcretary  of  State. 

United  States  Navv  Agency^ 
«  Lima,  October  12, 1848. 

Sir:  We  have  regularly  kept  advised  the  Navy  Department  of  our 
progress  in  collecting  from  the  Peruvian  government  the  third  instalment 
due  under  the  modined  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Pern 
of  March  17, 184L 

Through  Mr.  Clay,  you  have  learned  with  how  much  difficulty  we  hare 
been  able  to  get  in  the  monthly  sums  thus  &r  ooUected^  aU  of  which  b«TS 
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been  paid  in  cuirenqr— mooey  at  present  worth  7|  per  cent.  less  than  faaid 
dollars,  the  coin  stipulated  by  the  convention  for  the  annual  payments. 

We  believe  there  is  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Peruvian  cov- 
eminent  to  pay  the  balance  still  due  on  this  instalment,  premium  and  in- 
terest, so  soon  as  they  have  the  means  at  their  command.     We  annex  a 
statement  of  the  payments  as  received  by  us  from  the  Peruvian  treasury, 
and  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  advising  the  department  of  the 
payment  of  the  balance  still  due: 
Wc  received.  May     8 
18 
20 
27 
June  15 
28 
July    8 

14         . 
Sept.   6 
18 


Say  twenty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and 
one-half  real. 

We  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

MDW'D  MoCALL  &  CO., 

Special  Agents. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  op  State 

of  the  United  States,  Wasfringion  City. 


; 

.     2.000  71 

. 

-     1,186  5 

. 

-     1,910  7 

.      . 

-     1,013  7 

• 

-     2,123  5 

. 

-     1^97  6 

. 

-     2,284  6 

. 

-     2,600  0 

- 

-     9,181  6 

28,293  Oi 

Messrs.  E.  McOcdl^  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

United  States  Navy  Agency,  Pacific, 

Lima,  December  12,  1 848. 
Sir:  We  had  the  honor  to  advise  the  department,  on  the  12th  of  Octo- 
ber last,  of  our  progress  in  collecting  from  the  Peruvian  government  the 
third  instalment;  that  up  to  that  date  we  had  leceived  the 

sum  of #28,393  0^ 

We  have  now  to  advise  having  received  two  further  pay- 
ments from  this  treasury,  viz:  , 
On  the  9th  of  November,  the  sum  of            -  *  •       8,000  0 
On  the  28th  of  November,  the  sum  of          •           •  -       3,706  7^ 


40,0000 

Making  the  entire  sum  received,  up  to  this  date,/orty  thousand  dollars 
currency. 

We  enclose  a  copy  of  the  account  we  have  just  made  out  and  sent  to 
Mr.  Clay,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Peruvian  government,  and  by  which 
you  will  perceive  there  is  still  the  balance  of  #8,694  due  from  the  Peru- 
vian  government;  which  sum  when  paid,  the  Peruvian  government  will 
stand  acquitted  of  idl  obligations  growing  out  of  the  convention,  in  as 
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much  as  regards  the  firsts  second,  and  third  instalments,  and  interest  and 
premiums  due  thereon.  The  attention  of  the  department  is  respectfully 
called  to  the  sums  charged  as  premiums  in  this  account,  viz: 

Premium  on  $40,800  paid  in  currency  ...    $2,856  0 

Premium  on  $45,298  paid  in  currency  ...      3,397  2 

6,253  2 


Say  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  two  reals,  which 
sum  is  in  no  way  at  all  pertaining  to  the  claimants  in  the  United  States. 
These  sums  go  te  the  credit  of  the  United  States  Navy  Department, 
which  will  again  have  to  pay  and  be  debited  with  the  same  charge, 
whenever  the  money  comes  to  be  converted  into  hard  dollars,  and  shipped, 
to  meet  naval  requisitions. 

We  hope  to  be  enabled  to  collect  this  balance,  now  due,  so  as  to  close 
this  account  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

7ery  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO., 

Navy  Agents. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  State 

of  the  United  States j  Washington  City. 


Account  of  moneys  due  from  the  government  of  Peru  to  the  government  oj 

the  United  States. 

Under  the  modified  convention  of  17th  of  March, 
1841,  the  Peruvian  government  should  have 
paid,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1848,  the  third 
annual  instalment  of  -  -  -  -    $30,000  0 

Interest  on  the  same  from  1st  January,  1842,  to 
1st  January,  1848,  6  years,  at  rate  of  4  per 
cent,  per  annum         ....        7,200  0 


The  sum  of  $4,896,  amount  pending  to  complete 
interest  of  premium  on  first  and  second  instal* 
ments,  as  per  note  of  25th  August,  1847,  from 
the  United  States  consul  to  the  honorable  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Afiairs  of  Peru,  and  allowed 
by  him,  viz: 
For  arrear  interest  on  first  instalment    -  -         1,384  0 

For  ariear  interest  on  second  instalment  -  666  0 

For  premium  on  $40,800  paid  in  currency,  and 
ixrhich  to  convert  into  hard  dollars  cost  7  per 
per  cent.         -  ...  .  .        2,866  0 


$37,200  0 


4,896  0 


Due  on  the  1st  January,  1848^  and  should  be 

paid  in  hard  dollars    ....  -  42,096  0 

For  interest — 

On  $42,096  0  from  1st  January,  1848,  to  8th 
May,  4  months  7  days,  at 
12  per  cent  per  annum      •        1^783  0 
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Less  $4^893  1    received  on  the  8lh  May. 

37,202  7    10  days'  interest 
I-ess     2,000  7i  received  18th  May. 


35,201  7J  2  days'  interest 
Less     1,186  6    received  20th  May. 


34,015  2i  7  days'  interest 
Less     1,910  7    received  27th  May. 

32,104  3i  18  days'  interest 
Less     1,013  7    received  15th  June. 


31,090  4i  13  days'  interest 
Less     2,123  5    received  28th  June. 


28,966  7i  10  days'  interest 
Less     1,197  5    received  8th  July. 


27,769  2i  6  days'  interest 
Less     2,284  6    received  14lh  July. 

25,484  4^  1  month  and  22  days'  interesi 
Less     2,500  0    received  5th  September. 

22,894  4t  13  days'  interest 
Less     9,181  5    received  18th  September. 

13,802  7^  1  month  and  22  days'  interes 
Less     8,000  0    received  9th  November, 


5,802  7i  19  days'  interest 
Less     3,706  7|  received  28th  November. 


$124  0 
23  3 
79  2 

192  5 

134  5 
96  2 
65  3 

441  4 
99  4 

239  1 
36  6 


2,096  0    charged  in  opposite  sum  of 
Premium  of  7^  per  cent,  to  convert  $45,400  3  into  hard  dol- 
lars -..-... 

This  sum  due  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  cash, 
on  28th  November,  1848    -  -  -  .  - 

Less  the  sum  of  $40,000  received  from  the  Peruvian  gov- 
ernment in  the  different  payments,  and  under  the  several 
dates,  as  now  credited        -  ...  - 

Balance  due  by  the  government  of  Peru,  cash,  28th  Novem- 
ber, 1848    


$3,304  3 

45,400  3 

3,405  0 

48,805  3 

40,000  0 

-  -     - .  -  - 

8,806  3 


Lima,  December  11, 1848. 


EDWARD  McOALL, 

Navy  Agent. 
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Ahssrs.  E.  McOttt  ^  Co.  to  the  Secreiory  of  State. 

UNiTfiD  States  Navy  Agency,  Pacific. 

lAmay  January  8y  1849. 

Sir:  We  annex  duplicate  of  our  communication  to  the  department  under 
date  of  12th  ultimo,  and  now  beg  to  rectify  an  error  in  the  account  herein 
enclosed  of  ten  days  in  calculating  the  interest.    The  account  as  now  en- 
closed has  been  sent  in  to  the  Peruvian  government. 
It  shows  the  balance  still  due  on  the  28tb  November  -    $8,805  3 

The  amount  of  premiums  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Department 

will  consequently  be  as  follows,  viz: 
Premium  on  $40,800  paid  in  currency  -  -  •    $2,856  0 

Premium  on  $45>400  3  paid  in  currency        •  •  »      3,405  0 

I  ■  III       ' 
6,2610 

Therefore^  of  \he  sum  of  $48>906  3  due,  cash,  on  the  28th  No- 
vember          $48,805  3 

Must  be  deducted  the  amount  of  premiums     •  •  -       6,261  0 

42,544  3 

Amount  $42,544  3  for  distribution  among  claimants  in  the 
United  States,  so  soon  as  the  department  is  advised  of  our 
having  received  the  balance  still  due  of       -  •  -     $8,805  3 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  McCALL  &  CO., 
Napy  Agenti. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Secrbtary  of  Stats 

of  the  United  States,  Woshingtm  CUy. 


Mbssts.  S.  McOaU^a.  to  Mr.  Oajftm. 

United  States  Navy  Agency,  Pacific, 

Lima,  June  13, 1849« 

Smt  On  the  12th  December  and  8th  January  last,  we  had  the  honor 
to  advise  the  department  of  sums  that  we  had  collected  from  the  Peru- 
vian government  on  account  of  the  third  instalment.  Since  then  the 
Navy  Department  has  been  kept  regularly  advised  of  our  progress  in  col- 
lecting the  balance.  Under  this  date,  we  advise  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  our  having  received,  up  to  this  date,  on  account  of  the  tfiird  in- 
stalment, interest,  and  premiums,  the  sum  of  ($46,329  1)  forty-sil 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  one  real. 

Mr»  Clay  has  no  doubt  advised  you  of  his  having  demanded  interest 
at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent.,  and  that  the  Peruvian  government  had  le* 
fused  to  allow  a  higher  rate  than  4  per  cent 

To  enable  the  department  to  form  some  idea  of  the  amount  that  will 
be  for  distribution  amongst  the  claimants,  we  have  made  up  an  interest 
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account  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  per  annum,  which,  with  premiiims, 
shows  the  sum  total  due  on  this  third  instalment  of  -      $46, 693  3 

From  this  sum  deduct  the  amount  of  premiums  with  which 
the  Navy  Department  must  be  credited— say       -  -  6, 314  6 

40,378  6 


And  you  have  the  sum,  a  little  more  or  less,  that  will  be  for  distribution 
amongst  claimants. 

We  must,  lywever,  advise  the  department  that  we  have  been  unable 
to  get  the  Peruvian  government  to  say  what  balance  they  acknowledge 
as  due  on  this  third  instalment. 

The  sums,  as  given  by  us  as  above,  may  vary  a  little,  as  the  final  settle- 
ment is  effected  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Yesterday  the  writer  had  a  long  interview  with  the  President  and 
Minister  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  view  of  settling  the  account  for  the 
preseni^  as  we  now  state  it,  leaving  the  question  of  12  per  cent,  interest 
for  the  decision  of  our  government.  All  that  he  was  enabled  to  accom- 
plish was  a  promise  from  the  minister  that  he  would  go  into  and  examine 
Ihe  account  of  sums  due  on  this  instalment  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  were  desirous  of  sending  to  the  department  a  statement  of  the  ex- 
act snms  received  on  account  of  the  claimants,  and  the  exact  amount  of 
premiums  that  must  go  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  regret 
that  we  are  obliged  to  state  the  items  in  indefinite  terms. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO., 

Navy  Agents. 

T9  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secmary  €f  Siaie^  WasMngim  OUy. 


Messrs.  E.  McCatl  ^  Co.  to  Mr.  Clmftm. 

Unitkd  States  Navy  Agisncy,  Pacific, 

lAmaj  October  12, 1849« 

Sir:  Under  this  date  we  have  transmitted  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  this 
agency's  account  current,  showing  that  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  three 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  sixty>two  cents  fsay  $40,378  62)  has 
been  received  from  the  Peruvian  government  in  full  of  the  third  instal- 
ment indemnity  money,  and  for  interest  due  thereon,  and  for  balances  of 
interest  on  first  and  second  instalments,  as  per  account  accompanying 
our  account  current,  and  enclosed  to  the  Fourth  Auditor. 

On  the  12th  August  last,  we  advised  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv  that 
we  had  received  the  first  payment  on  account  of  the  fourth  instalment. 
The  fourth  instalment  should  have  been  paid  by  convention  on  the  1st 
Januarv,  1849— say  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ($4,250.) 
Some  days  since  the  minister  informed  the  writer  that  in  a  few  days  be 
woukl  be  ensiled  to  make  another  payment  on  account  of  this  instal- 
ment. 
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We  think  there  is  eveiy  reason  on  the  part  of  the  Peruvian  government 
to  liquidate  the  claim,  as  soon  as  they  can  command  the  means.     Tlie 
enclosed  is  press  copy  of  the  account  forwarded  to  the  Fourth  Auditor* 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO., 

Navy  Agents. 
To  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wasfdngtoti  OUy. 


Account  of  sums  which  the  government  of  Peru  owes  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States  of  America^  agretabiy  to  the  convention  of  the  17 th  of 
March,  I8il. 


1840,  Jan.  1st.  Third  annuity  due  this  date 
Interest  on  this  sum  from  1st  January,  1842,  to  1st  January, 
1848,  6  years,  at  4  per  cent,  i^er  annum    .  •  - 

Tlie  sum  of  $4,896,  to  complete  interests  and  premiums 
due  on  first  and  second  annuities,  in  conformity  with  the 
United  States  consul's  communication  of  26th  August, 
1847,  to  the  Peruvian  minister,  and  admitted  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  Peru,  viz: 

For  interest  due  on  first  annuity 

For  interest  due  on  second  annuity 

Premiums  on  $40,800  received  in  change,  at  7 
per  cent.,  reducing  said  amount  to  hard  doUars 


$1,384  0 
656  0 


Amount  due  1st  January,  1848 

For  interest — 

On  $42,096  0  from  1st  of  January,  1848,  to 
8th  May,  4  months  7  days, 
at  4  per  cent,  per  annum 

Less     4;893  1    received  8th  May. 


37,202  7 
•  Less     2,000  7i 

36,201  7i 
Less     1,186  5 


34,016  21 
Less     1,910  7 

32,104  3A 
Less     1,013  7 


interest  10  days 
received  l8th  May. 

interest  2  days     n 
received  20th  May. 

interest  7  days 
received  27th  May. 

interest  18  days 
received  15th  June. 


2,866  0 


$30,000  0 

7,200  0 

37,200  0 


31,090  4^  interest  13  days 


694  0 
41  2 
7  6 
26  3 
64  1 
44  7 


4,896  0 
42,096  0 
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Less  $2,123  6    received  ^th  June. 

28,966  7^  interest  10  days         •  -  $32  e 

Less     1,197  6    received  8th  July. 

27,769  2J  interest  6  days  •  -  18  4 

Less     2,284  6    received  14th  July. 

25,484  4J  interest  1  month  22  days         -  147  1 

Less     2,500  0    received  6th  September." 

22,984  4i  interest  13  days'         -  -  33  1 

Less     9,181  6    received  18th  September. 

13,802  7^  interest  1  month  22'days         -  79  6 

Less     8,000  0    received  9th  November. 

5,802  74  interest  19  davs   .      -  -  12  2 

Less     3,706  7|  received  28th  November. 


2,096  0    interest  5  months  11  days       -             37  4 
Less     2,096  0    received  9th  May,  1849.  $1,138  6 

43,234  5 
Premium  at  7  per  cent,  to  reduce  $43,234  6  change  to  hard 
dollars        -  -  -  -  -  -  -        3,026  3 

Total 46,261  0 

Deduct  amounts — 
Received  up  to  28th  November,  1848     -  -      40,000  0 

Received  on  the  9th  May,  1849  -  -        4,510  1 

Received  on  the  12th  June,  1849  -  -         1,819  0 

46,329  1 


Balance  due  the  government  of  Peru         -  •  -  68  1 

Which  sum  will  be  applied  to  the  fourth  annuity. 

EDWARD  McCALL. 
Lima,  June  12,  1849. 


Messrs.  E.  McCall  Sf  Co.  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

United  States  Navy  Agency,  Pacific, 

Lima,  November  13, 1849. 

Sir:  We  annex  duplicate  of  our  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  advising  of 
the  first  payment  on  account  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  indemnity  money 
from  the  Peruvian  government — say  $4,250.  We  have  now  to  advise 
having  received  from  the  Peruvian  treasury,  on  the  19th  October  last,  the 
second  payment  on  account — say^  $4,250^  making  the  entire  sum  received, 
Ex.~4 
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up  to  date,  on  account  of  the  fourth  instalment^  $8;500.     The  Navy 
Department  have  been  duly  advised  of  these  collections. 
We  remain,  very  respectfully;  sir^  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  <fc  CO., 

Navy  Agents. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  Sttzie, 

Washington  City. 


Messrs.  E.McCaUSr  Co.  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

United  States  Navy  Agency,  Pacific, 

Lima)  Dac^nber  13, 1849. 

Sir:  On  the  13th  ultimo  we  had  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  we  had 
collected  from  the  Peruvian  government,  on  account  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment indemnity  money,  the  sum  of  $8,500.  We  have  now  to  advise 
having  received,  on  the  25th  November  last,  the  further  sum  of  $6,969  2. 
Thus,  the  entire  sum  received,  up  to  this  date,  on  account  of  the  fourth 
instalment,  is  $14,469  2. 

Mr.  Clay  has.  been  very  ill,  and  is  still  in  a  ver^  feeble  state;  which  we 
mention  to  account  for  no  communication  from  him  going  forward  by  this 
packet. 

Respectfully,  sir,  yoiu:  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO., 

Navy  Agents. 
Hon.  J.  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Washington  City. 


Messrs.  E.  McCall^  Co.  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

United  States  Navy  Agency,  Pacific, 

lAmay  January  13,  I860. 
Sir:  On  the  13th  ultimo  we  advised  you  of  the  sums  that  had  been 
received  at  this  agency  from  the  Peruvian  government  on  account  of 
the  fourth  instalment  indemnity  money — ^say  $14,469  2.  On  the  20th 
December  last  we  received  the  further  paymeht  of  $3,986  4.  Making 
the  entire  sum  received,  up  to  this  date,  on  account  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, $18,455  6. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO., 

Navy  Agents. 
Hon.  J.  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Washington  City. 
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Messrs.  E.  McCcdl  ^  Co.  to  Mr.  Clayion. 

United  States  Navy  Agency,'  Pacific, 

lAmay  February  12, 1860. 
Sir:  On  the  12th  uUimo,  we  had  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  we  had 
received  from  the  Peruvian  government  on  account  of  the 
fourth  instalment      ------      $18,456  6 

We  have  now  to  inform  the  department  that  we  have  col- 
lected since  then,  as  follows: 
On  the  16th  January,  this  sum        -  -  .  -        10,626  0 

On  the  28th  January,  this  sum        -  -  -  -  6,682  2 

.     $34,663  0 


Say — ^amount  collected  on  account  of  fourth  instalment,  thirty-four  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  sixty- three  dollars. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO., 

Navy  Agents, 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State,  JVashington  City. 


Messrs.  E.  McCaU^  Co,  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

United  States  Navy  Agency,  Pacific, 

Limay  May  12,  1860. 

Sir:  We  had  the  honor  to  advise  you,  under  date  of  12th  February 
last,  of  the  amount  received  at  this  agency  from  the  Peruvian  government 
on  account  of  the  fourth  instalment  indemnity  money.  Since  thea  no 
further  payment  was  made  until  the  19th  April  last,  when  we  received  this 
sum,  $19,127  4. 

By  the  enclosed  copy  of  account  (original  forwarded  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment) you  will  S3e  the  sums  received  up  to  this  date,  and  that  we 
consider  the  amount  of  the  fourth  instalment,  principal  and  interest,  as 
covered;  and  the  sum  of  $13,981  4  received  on  account  of  the  fifth  in- 
stalment. 

The  Peruvian  minister  assured  the  writer,  a  few  days  since,  that  he 
should  very  soon  be  enabled  to  make  another  payment,  which  he  thought 
would  nearly  cover  the  balance  due  on  the  fifth  instalment 

We  have  to  state  to  the  department,  that  the  account  now  enclosed,  as 
also  the  one  under  date  22d  June  last,  have  not  as  yet  been  examined  and 
passed  by  the  Peruvian  government;  nor  have  we  been  able  to  get  the 
minister  to  appoint  any  time  when  he  would  go  into  their  examination* 

We  have  represented  to  Mr.  Clay  the  confusioii  this  course  of  the  Peru- 
vian minister  is  calculated  to  produce. 
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The  receipts  given  by  us  at  the  Peravian  treasury  merely  state  (so 
much)  received  on  account  of  sums  due  by  the  Peruvian  government  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

EDW'D  McCALL  &  CO., 

Navy  Agents. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City. 


Account  of  sums  due  by  the  goveimmerU  of  Peru  to  the  government  of  tht 
United  States  under  convention  of  17 th  ManAy  1841. 

1849,  Jan.  1.  For  4th  annuity,  due  this  day  -  -     $30,000  0 

For  interest  on  this  sum  from  the  1st  January,  1842,  to  the 
1st  January,  1849,  7  years,  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum         •        8,400  0 

38,400  0 
Less — ^Balance  due  the  Peruvian  government  over  received 
on  3d  instalment,  as  per  account  presented  on  22d  June, 
1849 -  681 


Amount  due  on  1st  January,  1849     -  -  -  -       38,331  T 

Interests — 

On  $38,331  7  from  1st  January,  1849,  to  26th 
July,  6  montiis  26  days,  at 
4  per  cent,  per  annum        -         $877  3 

Ded.     4,250  0    received  26th  July. 

On     34,081  0    interest  2  months  23  days       -  314  2 

Ded.     4,250  0    received  19th  October. 

On      29,831  9    interest  1  month  2  days         -  106  0 

Ded.     6,969  2    received  21  st  November. 

On     83,862  5    interest  29  days  -  -  76  7 

Ded.     3,986  4    received  20th  December. 


On      19,876  1  interest  26  days  -  -  67  3 

Ded.  16,626  0  received  January,  1860. 

On       9,251  1  interest  12  days  -  -  12  2 

Ded.     6,682  2  received  28th  January. 

On       3,668  7  interest  2  months  21  days  -  33  0 

Ded.     3,668  7  received  19th  April.  1,4771 

39,809  ft 
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Deduct — 

For  amount  received  bom  the  Peruvian  govern- 
menty  in  different  sums^  up  to  19th  April,  viz: 

1849,  July  26,  this  sum  ...  $4,250  0 

1849,  October  19,  this  sum        -  -  -  4,260  0 

1849,  November  21,  this  sum    -  -  -  6,969  2 

1849,  December  20,  this  sum    -            -            -  3,986  4 
1860,  January  16,  this  sum       -            -           -  10,626  0 

1850,  January  28,  this  sum       -            -            -  6,682  2 
1 860,  April  19,  this  sum            -            -            -  1 9,127  4 

1163,790  4 


13,981  4 


This  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  eighty-one  dollars  four 
reals  is  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  fifth  instalment,  from  the  19th  April  last. 
(E,  E.)  EDW'D  McCALL, 

Navy  Agent. 
Lima,  April  23, 1860. 
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31st  CoNcmEBB,  [  SENATE.  ]  Ex.  Doc. 

1^  Sesnon.  No.  69. 


REPORT 

or 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

nr  Airtwift  to 

A  resolution  of  the  Senate^  respecting  the  trade  in  guano. 


June  29,  1850. 

Ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  1,000  copies,  in  addition  to  the  oaual  namber,  be  printed  for  the 

ose  of  the  Senate. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  received  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
10th  instant,  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

*^  Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  inform  the 
Senate  whether,  by  the  existing  treaties  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Peruvian  government,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  placed  upon 
an  equal  Noting  with  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  other  countries  in  the 
trade  in  guano. 

"  Resolved  further y  That,  if  no  such  treaty  stipulation  exist,  the 
Secretary  of  State  be  instructed  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  there  is 
any  obstacle  to  such  treaty  stipulations  being  effected  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Peru,  as  would  place  tht  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  an 
equal  footij^g  with  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  other  countries  in  regard  to 
said  trade.- ' 

In  reply,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  report  that  the  only 
treaty  stipulations  in  force  between  the  United  States  and  Peru,  touching 
the  subject  of  the  resolution,  are  those  contained  in  the  general  conven- 
tion of  peace,  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Peru-Bolivian  confederation,  of  the  30th  of 
November,  1836.  The  second  and  third  articles  of  that  treaty  place  the 
commerce  and  navigation  between  the  two  countries  upon  the  basis 
of  the  most  fiivored  nation.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  aware  of  any 
instances  in  which  the  Peruvian  government  has  refused  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  the  privileges  tfius  secured,  or  that  the  6itizens  or  sub- 
jects of  any  other  nation,  who  are  consumers  of  Peruvian  guano,  obtain  it 
at  a  lower  price  than  the  agriculturists  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
of  any  discriminations  in  their  fiivor  by  the  ^v^nment  of  Peru.  It  is 
apprehended  that  it  will  not  be  competent  for  that  government  to  enter 
into  any  new  treaty  stipulations  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  mi^ht  have  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  price  ef  guano  in 
this  country^  until  the  Peruvian  regulations  in  respect  to  the  export  of  that 
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article  shall  be  changed.  These  regulations  have  hitherto  been  based  ttpon 
loans  of  money  at  a  high  interest  to  that  government  by  European  capi- 
talists, in  consideration  of  the  exclusive  right  to  export  guano  to  all  for- 
eign markets.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  a  contract  of  this  char- 
acter, so  far  as  it  related  to  the  United  States,  expired  in  December  last, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  aware  that  any  new  contract  of  a  similar 
character  for  supplying  t^iis  country  with  guano  has  yet  been  entered 
into.  In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  which 
has  recently  taken  place  between  the  Department  of  State;  the  Peruvian 
minister  at  Washington,  Mr.  Clay,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  at  Lima,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Walsb^  the  representative  of  the  Agricul^ 
tural  Society  of  Maryland. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON, 
Department  op  State, 

Washington^  June  27^  18S(?« 


Mr.  Olayton  to  Mr.  Tirado. 

Departmemt  of  SrATEf 

Washington,  June  7,  1860. 

Sir:  Inquiries  are  frequently  addressed  to  this  department  by  agricultural 
societies  and  by  individuals,  to  ascertain  whether  restrictions  exist  upon 
the  export  of  guano  from  Peru  to  the  United  States  j  and,  if  so,  what  the  na- 
ture otthose  restrictions  may  be.  This  anxiety  has  doubtless  been  occasion- 
ed by  an  impression  that  the  high  price  of  Peruvian  guano  in  this  country 
may  in  part,  if  not  wholly,  be  imputed  to  the  fiscal  regulations  of  your 
government.  In  order  that  correct  answers  may  be  given  to  the  questions 
adverted  to,  it  has  occurred  to  me  to  ask  of  you  as  full  information  upon 
the  subject  as  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  give.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  if  the  guano  oi  your  countiy  could  be  bought  in  the  United  States 
at  a  moderate  advance  upon  the  shipping  charges  fi-om  the  places  of  its 
deposite,  the  consumption  of  it  would  speedily  increase  to  an  extent  which, 
at  a  low  price  to  your  government  as  the  owner  of  the  deposites,  would 
in  the  aggregate  pay  a  lar  more  considerable  sum  than  it  would  receive  if 
the  original  price  were  high,  and  if  this  were  augmented  by  other  impedi- 
ments to  the  exportation  of  the  article  firom  Peru.  It  is  certain,  also,  that 
a  free  trade  in  guano  between  the  United  States  and  Peru  would  mate- 
rially strengthen  the  good  understanding  between  the  two  countries.  I 
indulge  the  hope,  therefore,  that  your  government  may  take  the  same  view 
of  th$  matter,  and,  as  soon  as  it  can  compatibly  with  its  honor,  will  en- 
deavor to  cast  off  any  shackles  which  may  now  be  imposed  upon  that 
trade,  and  to  prevent  their  imposition  at  any  future  time. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  sir^  to  otfer  to  you  renewed  assurances 
of  my  very  high  consideration. 

J.  M.  CLAYTON. 

To  Sefior  Don  Jose  Manubl  Tirado^  ^e.,  ^e.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  T\rado  to  Mr.  Clayton. 
[TmnBldtion.] 

Washington,  June  10, 1850. 

Sir:  In  the  note  which  yotur  excellency  addressed  me  on  the  6th  inst., 
with  a  view  of  eliciting  information  as  to  the  most  proper  means  to  be 
adopted  in  order  to  enable  the  formers  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  Peruvian 
guano  with  focility ,  and  at  low  prices,  I  find  not  only  an  earnest  of  the  zeal 
manifested  by  your  excellency  in  behalf  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
your  country,  but  a  subject  of  particular  interest  in  the  eyes  of  my  gov- 
ernment, on  whose  account  this  article  is  both  exported  an^  sold.  It 
being  my  duty  to  promote  its  consumption,  and  being  fully  convinced 
that  the  most  efficacious  mode  of  accomplishing  that  object  is  to  render 
the  acquisition  cheap  and  easy,  I  have  before  this  written  to  the  Peruvian 
government  upon  the  propriety  of  adopting  some  means  by  which  it 
may  be  enabled  to  reduce  the  price,  by  diminishing,  in  a  proportionate 
degree,  the  expenses  attending  the  freighting  of  vessels,  and  by  such 
other  retrenchments  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  in  order  to  present  Uiat 
article  for  sale  wherever  it  is  in  use. 

In  the  same  spirit  I  now  propose  to  comply  with  the  laudable  wishes 
expressed  in  your  excellency's  note,  by  giving  you  the  information  you 
ask,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  my  power  at  present  to  do  so,  with  a  hope  that  it 
may  be  the  means  of  contributing  somewhat  towards  increasing  the  de- 
mand for  Peruvian  guano  in  the  United  States,  by  inspiring  confidence 
in  the  formers  of  their  being  able  to  t)btain  the  article  on  easy  terms,  and  of 
improving  that  friendly  intercourse  which  Peru  is  inclined  to  cultivate  with 
the  United  States.  It  appears,  from  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain on  the  subject  from  the  consignees  of  Peruvian  guano  in  this  coun- 
try, and  the  knowledge  I  have  derived  from  the  results  of  the  accounts  of 
-sale,  that,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  price  which  guano  has  been  selling 
for,  and  which  has  been  as  high  as  $47  per  ton,  has  not  depended  either 
on  the  fiscal  regulations  of  Peru,  or  on  any  ruinous  monopoly  to  which 
the  sale  of  the  article  has  been  subjected.  From  the  first  attempts  that 
were  made  in  1840  to  supply  the  European  markets  with  guano,  where 
its  virtues  and  applicabilitjr  were  both  unknown  to  agricultural  labor,  the 
enterprise  was  only  started  as  a  matter  of  speculation  on  the  part  of  a  few 
private  individuals,  who,  flattered  by  the  results  of  experiments  which 
nad  been  repeated  with  considerable  perseverance  in  England,  obtained 
from  the  Peruvian  government,  by  virtue  of  an  annual  allowance,  per- 
mission to  export  guano  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  either  in  specified 
or  limited  quantities.  When  the  sruccessfiil  experiments  of  1847  had  con- 
vinced some  of  the  consumers  in  Europe  of  the  importance  of  this  species 
of  manure,  which  then  began  to  assume  the  attitude  of  an  article  of 
interest,  the  government  entered  into  a  new  contract  with  the  speculators^ 
who  have  continued  to  make  remittances,  as  consignees  of  the  govern- 
ment, with  varied  success  in  regard  to  results.  But  it  was  only  mrough 
perseverance  and  prudence  in  the  mana^ment  of  the  affidr,  that,  in  spite  of 
serious  losses  which  were  experienced  in  consequence  of  the  competition 
arrayed  against  Peruvian  guano  by  the  deposites  of  a  similar  kind  of 
manure  discovered  some  time  after  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  panic 
of  the  speculators^  who  had  made  large  advances  and  incurred  heavy 
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expenses  in  the  incipient  stages  of  the  enterprise,  they  finally  had  the 
gratification  of  seeing  the  merit  of  the  article  established,  so  that  it  would 
yield,  at  saleable  prices,  security  for  the  reimbursement  of  their  outlays, 
and  a  moderate  profit  to  the  government  as  the  proprietor. 

This  result,  however,  the  firuit  of  successive  experiments  and  years  of 
perseverance,  is  only  of  recent  date  in  Europe,  white  in  the  United  States, 
every  effort  to  bring  the  guano  of  Peru  into  repute  has  been  made  sub- 
sequent to  this;  nor  would  the  government  have  been  able  to  succeed, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  interest  felt,  and  the  ability  displayed,  by  the  con- 
signeejs.  It  had  been  found  necessary,  then,  to  adopt  this  syst^n  in  the 
management  of  sales,  in  order  to  introduce  the  application  of  a  certain 
principle^unknown,  until  very  lately,  in  this  part  ot  the  world. 

The  PCTuvian  government,  in  leasing  out  its  right  and  interest,  as  pro- 
prietor of  the  article,  adopted  the  only  system  that  was  supposed  likely  to 
create  a  demand  for  guano;  while  on  the  other  side,  it  was  bound  to  lea?e 
the  consignment,  as  security,  in  the  hands  of  those  persons  who  had 
hazarded  their  capital  in  meeting  the  heavy  expenses  attending  the  process 
of  freighting,  and  in  making  the  advances  which  were  required  to  fislcilitate 
the  exportation  and  construct  the  depots.  Far  from  attempting  to  estab- 
lish a  selfish  monopoly,  which  would  have  proved  mostly  injurious  to  its 
own  interests,  or  to  fix  a  high,  deliberate,  and  conventional  price  upon 
the  article,  it  has  only  aimed  to  secure  a  net  profit,  reduced  to  the  lowest 
possible  standard,  exceeding  very  little  the  actual  amount  of  expenses; 
and  there  have  even  been  accounts  of  sales  rendered  exhibiting  both  los$ 
and  damage. 

The  guano,  therefore,  is  not  monopolized;  the  government,  as  the  pro- 
prietor, has  forwarded  it,  on  its  own  responsibility,  to  those  markets  where 
It  was  in  demand,  selecting,  as  consignees,  as  it  was  natural  and  prop^ 
it  should  do,  those  persons  or  houses  who  have  advanced  the  capital 
necessary  to  defiray  the  expenses;  and,  as  these  are  much  greater  in  all 
cases  of  remittances  to  England,  and  it  follows  that  the  sale  of  the  arti- 
cle in  that  country  is  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  sterling  per  ton,  the  net 
profit  has  been  less  than  what  is  realized  in  the  United  States,  where  the 
mrmers  obtain  it  at  lesser  prices.  Nor  has  my  government  imposed  any 
restrictions,  duties,  or  determinate  value  on  the  exportation  of  guano, 
although  it  might  and  could  do  so  with  perfect  propriety,  because  such 
action  would  have  militated  to  the  detriment  of  its  own  interests  as  the 
proprietor  of  the  article.  Its  object  has  been  to  send  it  to  those  markets 
where  it  was  in  demand,  because,  as  it  had  not  yet  become  an  object  of 
decided  and  positive  interest  to  the  consuming  world,  and  there  being  no 
certainty  of  its  attmning  saleable  prices  to  create  a  market,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  send  to  Peru  for  supplies,  with  any  prospect  of  even  moderate 
profit.  Happily,  however,  as  the  time  approaches  for  the  final  Hquidadoa 
of  the  mortgage  consequent  upon  these  disbursements  and  advances, 
which  have  hitherto  controlled  the  sale  of  guano  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  I  flatter  myself  with  the  hope,  that,  as  your  excellency  desires  it, 
the  day  is  not  very  far  when  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the 
world,  will  be  supplied  with  ^ano  through  the  government  of  Peru 
directly — said  guano  being  sola  in  Peruvian  ports  to  those  that  go  there 
in  search  of  it,  or  a  moderate  duty  being  imposed  upon  the  exportation  of 
the  same;  and  so  well  setded  is  this  purpose— calculated,  as  the  design  ifl^ 
to  make  the  interests  of  the  agricultural  world  harmonize  with  those  of 
ttie  country  where  the  article  is  found — that  in  the  ancangement  made  last 
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yfear  for  periodical  payments  of  the  loans  raised  in  London,  by  Peru,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  war  of  her  independence,  the  government 
would  not  listen  to  the  solicitations  of  the  holders  of  the  bonds,  who  pro- 
posed receiving  payment  in  the  same  way  as  the  consignees  of  the  guano, 
by  taking  half  the  clear  leceipts  of  this  article,  being  disposed  to  assume 
aU  responsibility;  said  government  declaring  positively  that  it  would  not 
be  understood,  by  that  clause,  as  binding  itself  always  to  sell  guano 
through  the  medium  of  consignments,  and  by  remitting  it  to  the  markets 
where  it  was  in  demand,  because,  as  I  am  instructed,  its  views  naturally 
are  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  consumption,  by  enabling  the  consumers  to 
buy  it  at  the  lowest  possible  rates  of  price,  and  by  placing  itself  in  a  con- 
dition to  supply  the  demands  of  those  who  come  there  in  search  of  it, 
affording  them  every  &ciUty  for  obtaining  it,  such  as  your  excellency  has 
intimated  in  your  note,  being  the  truest  mode  of  subserving  its  own  in- 
terests. 

I  have  thus  given  your  excellency  all  the  information  you  have  asked 
of  me,  firom  the  personal  knowledge  I  have  of  the  subject;  but  in  order 
that  I  may  be  able  to  communicate  to  you  the  opinions  of  my  government 
as  to  what  extent  the  traffic  in  guano  might  oe  made  instrumental  in 
materially  strengthening  the  good  understanding  already  existing  between 
Peru  and  the  United  States,  I  hasten  to  communicate  officially  the  entire 
contents  of  your  note  to  his  excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations 
of  Peru,  who,  I  trusty  will  take  it  into  consideration,  and,  appreciating  its 
motives,  will  send  me  a  formal  reply,  instructing  me  how  to  act. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  your  excellency's 
judgment  whether  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  agricul- 
tural districts  of  the  United  States  for  them  to  supply,  through  their  agri- 
cultural societies,  the  government  of  Peru  with  a  list  of  the  places  where,  - 
while  the  guano  continues  to  be  exported  on  its  own  account,  it  would  be 
convenient  to  estabUsh  depots,  which  until  now,  as  I  understand,  have 
been  confined  to  New  York  and  Baltimore ;  of  the  quantity  which  it  would 
be  necessarv  to  keep  on  hand  periodically,  at  the  aforesaid  depots,  in 
order  that  the  consumer  may  be  constantly  supplied  with  ease  and  cer- 
tainty; and  of  any  other  circumstances  which  may  tend  to  develop  the 
exigencies  of  the  demand,  and  place  within  closer  reach  of  said  consumers 
all  the  &cilities  for  making  an  advantageous  use  of  this  manure.  This 
legation  would  be  willing  to  undertake  the  transmission  of  these  docu- 
ments, as  important  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  country  as  they 
would  be  to  my  government,  which  is  so  much  concerned  in  the  genersd 
consumption  of  guano;  it  being  understood,  moreover,  that  when  I  left 
Peru  the  government  had  expressed  a  desire  that  proposals  might  be  made 
to  it  for  supplying  the  United  States  with  guano — an  American  house 
established  at  Lima  being  among  those  who  have  made  proposals  for 
entering  into  a  contract  in  relation  to  this  subject,  which  would  find  no 
difficulty  in  taking  up  such  proposals,  conjointly  with  others  that  might 
be  made,  either  directly  or  through  my  agency,  firom  other  firms  or  mer- 
cantile or  agricultural  associations  in  this  country,  as  private  contractors, 
in  the  event  of  a  suitable  arrangement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reiterate,  on  this  available  occasion,  how  much  I 
am  your  excellency's  most  devoted  and  obedient  servant. 

JOSE  MAN'L  TIRADO. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Sbcrbtart  of  State 

of  the  United  StcUes. 
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Mr.  Clayton  to  Mr.  Tirado. 

Department  op  State, 

Washuigtmiy  June  20,  1850. 

Sir:  I  tender  you  my  thanks  for  3rour  note  of  the  10th  instant,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  exportation  of  guano  from  Peru  to  the  United  States. 
You  will  doubtless  be  able  to  communicate  more  full  information  after 
the  receipt  of  the  answer  you  expect  from  your  own  government  on 
the  subject.  I  concur  with  you,  that  the  best  policy  of  Peru  is  to  eniai^ge 
the  consumption  of  guano  by  selling  it  at  the  lowest  price  to  those  who 
may  repair  to  your  country  in  quest  of  it. 

The  superior  wisdom  of  this  policy  is  so  obvious,  that  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted Peru  should  hitherto  have  adopted  any  other;  and  hopes  are  en- 
tertained that,  in  future,  the  guano  imported  into  the  United  States  may 
be  subjected  to  no  other  material  charges  than  a  remunerating  price  to 
your  government  as  the  proprietor. 

Were  the  competition  in  the  carhage  of  this  article  opened  to  American 
vessels  returning  from  Californiaj  and  those  which  would  engage  in  the 
trade  as  a  regular  business,  on  fair  and  equal  terms,  the  consumption  of 
it  in  the  United  States  would  be  vastly  increased.  The  quantity  of  Pe- 
ruvian guano  consumed  in  this  country  would  speedily  be  such  as  to  in- 
sure to  your  jgovemment  a  fer  greater  revenue  from  the  article  than  it 
could  possibly  derive  fix)m  the  present  regulations.  Even  if  United 
States  citizens  should  be  the  successftil  competitors  for  the  contract  to 
sell  Peruvian  guano  in  this  country — although  it  might  be  more  accept- 
able to  the  consumers  than  if  the  sales  were  to  be  made  here  by  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  other  countries — yet,  so  long  as  the  privilege  of  im- 
portation and  sale  shall  be  in  eflect  exclusive,  the  impression  cannot  fidi 
to  exist  that  the  price  is  thereby  needlessly  enhanced.  Experience  has 
amply  proved  that  governments  are  rarely,  if  ever,  gainers  by  engaging 
in  trade  of  any  kind  on  their  own  account.  If  they  borrow  money  of 
foreigners  upon  condition  that  the  borrowers  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
being  the  agents  of  the  government  for  the  sale  of  any  article,  the  price  of 
the  article  to  the  consumer  is  increased  by  the  interest  on  the  loan,  by  the 
commissions  on  the  sales,  and,  if  the  borrowers  should  at  the  same  time 
be  shi|^ng-merchants,  by  the  preference  which  they  could  not  M  to 
give  to  their  own  vessels  for  the  carriage  of  the  article.  These  su^;e9- 
tions  are  offered  in  the  most  friendly  spirit,  and  it  is  hoped  tlie  Pemriafi 
government  will  take  them  into  consideration. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  rir,  to  offer  to  you  the  assmaace  of 
my  high  regard. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

To  Senor  Don  Jose  Manuel  Tirado,  4*^.,  4*^.,  Sf'c. 


Mr.  Ctaytcn  to  Mr.  Clay. 

[No.  14.1  Department  op  Stats, 

Washington,  ^nil  26, 1850. 
Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  this  department  bf 
Richard  Pollard^  of  Albemarie  county^  Virginia^  suggesting  the  ^ipedi* 
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ency  of  endeavoring  to  bring  about  an  abolition  of  the  monopoly  of  the 
export  of  guano  from  Peru  which  is  now  enjoyed  by  British  subjects. 
The  measure  is  certainly  a  very  desirable  one  for  us,  and  no  doubt  can 
be  entertained  that  the  Peruvian  government  would  derive  a  fiir  greater 
revenue  if  all  nations  were  to  be  allowed  to  export  the  article  upon  the 
payment  of  a  moderate  duty.  You  will  accordingly  present  this  view  of 
the  subject  to  the  Peruvian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  such  a  manner 
as  in  your  judgment  will  be  best  calculated  to  effect  the  object  desired^ 
and  will  endeavor,  by  all  proper  means,  to  prevent  the  formation  of  any 
new  contract  by  that  government  with  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  other 
nations,  which  may  tend  to  enhance  the  price  of  the  article  to  the  con- 
sumer, or  to  prevent  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  carrying  it  to 
other  parts  ot  the  world  upon  the  same  terms  which  may  be  accorded  to 
the  vessels  of  any  other  nation. 

Your  despatches  to  No.  40  inclusive  have  been  received. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

John  Randolph  Clay,  Esq.,  ^c,  4*^.,  ^c. 


Mr.  J.  C.  Walsh  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

National  Hotel, 
Washington^  May  30,  1860. 

Sir:  The  State  Agricultural  Society  of  Maryland,  ever  mindful  of  the 
interests  of  that  portion  of  the  community  which  it  represents,  has  hon- 
ored the  undersiffned  by  appointing  him  cnairman  of  a  committee  of  its 
body,  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  calling  -the  attention  of  the  national 
Executive  to  the  importance  of  opening  a  negotiation  with  the  Peruvian 
government  in  regard  to  the  trade  m  guano,  so  that  whatever  restrictions 
which  at  present  exist,  preventing  our  citizens  having  the  same  &cilities 
and  privileges  for  its  procurement  as  those  of  any  other  nation,  may  be 
removed. 

In  approaching  you  upon  the  subject,  and  asking  for  it,  in  behalf  ef  the 
Maryland  State  Agricultural  Society,  your  favorable  consideration,  the 
undersigned  deems  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  urge  any  arguments  in  its 
fiivor,  being  aware,  from  the  interest  whicn  you  have  always  evinced  for 
the  agriculture  of  the  country,  that  you  are  well  apprized  of  the  great 
advantages  which  would  result  from  the  importation  of  guano  into  this 
country  being  as  untrammelled  as  possible,  from  the  fact  of  its  being  con- 
ceded by  all,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  agents  now  used  for  the 
renovation  and  improvement  of  our  worn  out  soils,  which  has  been  con- 
clusively proved  by  its  extensive  use,  more  particularly  in  the  States  of 
Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  CARROLL  WALSH. 

To  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Claytm  to  Mr.  Walsh. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  June  5>  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ulti- 
mo, suggesting,  on  behalf  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Maryland,  the 
expediency  of  negotiations  with  the  government  of  Peru  for  the  purp>ose 
of  removing  any  restrictions  which  may  now  exist  upon  the  exportation 
of  Peruvian  guano  to  the  United  States,  from  the  places  of  its  deposite 
on  or  near  the  coast  of  that  republic. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  steps  have  some  time  since  been 
taken  by  this  department  for  accomplishing  the  object  referred  to,  and  you 
maybe  assured  that  it  will  receive  any  attention  which  may  be  necessary 
for  a  successful  result.  It  is  apprehended,  however,  that  a  principal  item 
in  the  high  cost  of  Peruvian  guano  in  this  countiy,  is  the  freight  by  the 
long  and  perilous  passage  around  Cape  Horn.  This  must  remain  as  a 
burden  upon  the  consumers  of  the  article  in  the  United  States,  until  an 
inter-oceanic  communication  across  the  isthmus  which  joins  North 
and  South  America  shall  be  in  successful  operation.  In  directing  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  government  so  as  to  bring  about  that  communication 
in  a  short  time  and  upon  a  secure  footing,  the  President  has  by  no  means 
lost  sight  of  the  advantages  which  the  agriculturists  of  the  Atlantic 
States  of  the  Union  will  be  sure  thereby  to  gain,  especially  in  the  cheap- 
ening of  guano,  which  is,  perhaps,  indispensable  to  a  profitable  cultivation 
of  the  soQ  in  portions  of  many  of  those  States. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

To  John  Carroll  Walsh,  Esq.,  Washington. 
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31st  Congress,  [SENATE.]  Ex,  Doc. 

1^  Session.  No.  60. 


MESSAGE 

raoM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

IK  AMtWBK 

To  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the 
formation  of  a  State  government  in  New  Mexico. 


JtTLY  1,  1850. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  (he  Secretary  of  War,  prepared  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  ultimo,  requesting  informa- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  the  appomtment  of 
the  officer  now  commanding  in  New  Mexico,  the  orders  and  instructions 
given  to  and  correapondence  with  him,  and  upon  other  subjects  mentioned 
in  the  resolution. 

Z.  TAYLOR. 

Washington,  July  1, 1850. 


War  Department, 

Washiftgton,  My  1 ,  ,1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  department 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2Yth  ultimo,  the  first  clause  of  which 
requests  the  President  to  inform  the  Senate  "  whether  any  person  has 
been  by  him  appointed  civil  or  military  governor  of  New  Mexico  since  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  1849;  and  if  so,  whether  the  same  individual  still 
continues  to  act  in  that  capacity,  or  whether  he  has  been  succeeded  by 
some  other  person.''  In  reply  to  these  inquiries,  I  herewith  enclose  copies 
of  the  orders  assigning  Brevet  Colonel  John  Munroe  to  the  command  of 
the  ninth  military  department,  which  command  he  still  retains. 

In  reply  to  the  request  for  copies  of  the  instructions  and  orders  given  to 
said  commanding  officer,  and  correspondence  with  him,  and  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  approval  given  by  the  Executive  to  his  acts  or  to  the  exist- 
ence or  continuation  of  a  government  in  New  Mexico,  in  opposition  to  the 
jurisdiction  claimed  by  the  State  of  Texas,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
all  such  orders,  instructions,  and  correspondence  have  already  been  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  two  previous  resolutions  of 
Ahat  body,  and  that  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  through  this 
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department  and  its  officers  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolu- 
tion, up  to  this  date,  are  fully  set  forth  therein 

This  department  has  not  received  official  information  of  the  proclama- 
tion set  forth  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  which  this  is  a  reply. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Sccrc/ory  of  War. 
To  the  President  op  the  United  States. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

New  York,  May  26,  1849. 

General  Orders,  > 
No.3.  y 

Brevet  Colonel  John  Munroe,  2d  artillery,  is  assigned  to  duty  in  de« 
partment  No.  9,  and  will  immediately  repair  to  Santa  Fe,  via  Fort  Leav- 
enworth, and  relieve  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  VVashington,  now  in 
command  in  New  Mexico. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Scott: 

W.  a  FREEMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral. 


War  Department,  Adjutant  Gbnbral's  Office, 

Washmgfen,  June  23,  1849. 

General  Orders,) 
No.  35.  X 

Brevet  Colonel  John  Munroe,  major  in  the  2d  regiment  of  artillery, 
having  been  ordered  to  department  No.  9,  is,  by  direction  of  the  President^ 
assigned  to  duty  accordinii:  to  his  brevet  rank  for  and  during  the  time  he 
may,  in  virtue  of  said  rank,  exercise  the  duties  of  commanding  officer  in 
that  department. 

By  order: 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  GeneraL 
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(PART  11.) 

MESSAGE 
THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

tir  AiriwBft  TO 

Jl  resduHon  of  the  Senate  eaUing  for  information  respecting  the  organi- 
zation of  a  State  government  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 


July  17, 1850. 
RMd. 

July  18, 1860. 

Oidered  to  be  printed. 


7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

In  further  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in 
reference  to  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  military  officer  conmianding  in 
New  Mexico,  and  other  matters,  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  communicating  information  not  received  at  the  depart- 
ment until  after  the  date  of  his  report  of  the  1st  instant  on  this  subject. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

WASHimroN,  July  17, 1860« 


War  Department,  Washington^  July  16, 1860. 
Sm:  In  a  report  to  the  President  of  the  1st  instant,  in  reply  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  ultimo,  asking  information  respecting  a 
eertain  proclamation  issued  by  Brevet  Colonel  John  Munroe,  commanding 
the  9th  military  department,  and  on  other  subjects,  it  was  stated  that  the 
War  Department  had  not  received  official  information  of  the  proclamation 
set  forth  in  the  resolution.  This  inlormation  having  been  since  received, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  copies  of  the  proclamation  forwarded 
by  Colonel  Munroe,  and  of  his  report  which  accompanied  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  War. 
To  the  PfiEfliDENT  of  the  United  States. 
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Headquarters^  Ninth  Military  Department, 

Sania  Fh,  New  Mexico,  May  13,  1850. 

Sir  :  The  present  private  opportunity  is  the  first  that  has  presented  it- 
self of  transmitting  to  you  the  enclosed  proclamation ,  which  I  made,  as 
governor,  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  for  the  formation  of 
a  Slate  government  for  New  Mexico. 

A  sufficiently  full  expression  had.  previously  been  made  to  me,  both  in 
the  form  of  petitions  from  and  personal  representations  by  the  people,  in- 
dicative of  their  wishes  on  this  subject. 

In  accordance  with  the  proclamation,  elections  have  been  held,  and 
certificates  of  election  received  from  all  the  counties,  except  the  adjoining 
county  of  San  Miguel  del  Bado,  which  will  be  presented  m  good  time. 

Prom  the  result,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  different  constitnenctes 
will  have  their  sentiments  fairiy  represented  by  their  delegates;  and  I  do 
not  apprehend  any  difficulties  or  disagreement  in  the  convention,  such  as 
would  arise  from  an  ill-assorted  representation.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  the  objects  aimed  at  being  fully  accomplished. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Brevet  Colonel  United  States  armj/p  camnuinding. 

Major  General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General  United  States  army. 


Proelamatum^ 

Whereas  the  people  of  New  Mexico  have,  by  public  meeting  held  in  the 
several  counties  of  this  Territory,  expressed  a  desire  to  hold  a  convention 
for  the  formation  of  a  State  constitution,  and  to  urge  upon  Congress  the 
admission  of  this  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State  :  llieiefore,  I,  John 
Munroe,  civil  and  military  governor  of  said  Territory,  do  hereby  direct 
that  the  qualified  electors  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  shall  assemble 
at  the  precincts  of  their  respective  counties,  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of 
May  next,  between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  to  vote  by  ballot 
for  delegates  to  a  convention  to  be  held  at  Santa  Fe  on  Wednesday,  the 
15th  of  May  next^  as  follows  :  i 

For  the  county  of  Taos,  three  delegates. 

For  the  county  of  Rio  Arriba,  three  delegates. 

For  the  county  of  Santa  Fe,  three  delegates. 

For  the  county  of  San  Miguel,  three  delegates. 

For  the  county  of  Santa  Anna,  two  delegates. 

For  the  county  of  Bernalillo,  two  delegates. 

For  the  county  of  Valencia,  five  delegates. 

The  prefects  shall  designate  convenient  precints  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties, and  shall  s^point  three  discreet  persons  as  judges  of  election  in  the 
several  precincts:  otherwise,  said  elections  shall  be  conducted  in  manner 
and  form  as  prescribed  in  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  under  the  title  of 
*«  elections,'^  except  that  the  prefect*s  clerk  of  each  county  shall,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  prefect,  examine  and  cast  up  the  votes  given  to  each 
candidate,  shall  give  a  certificate  of  election  to  the  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Teni- 
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tory  a  fair  abstract  of  all  the  votes  given  >  within  four  days  after  the  day  of 
election. 

Given  under  my  hand ,  at  the  government  house,  in  the  city  of  Santa 
Fe,  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1850. 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Military  and  Civil  Otwemor,  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 


Proclamadon. 

En  cuanto  que  el  pueblo  deNuevo  Mejico,  por  juntas  publicas  convoca- 
das  en  los  diferentos  condados  del  Territorio,  ha  manifestado  el  deseo  de 
tener  una  convencion  para  la  f  trmacion  de  una  constitucion  de  Estado, 
y  urgir  al  Congreeo  le  admicion  del  Territorio  como  un  Estado  de  la 
Union;  por  esto,  yo,  John  Munroe,  gobemador  militar  y  civil  de  dicho 
Territono,  ordeno  que  los  electores  del  ante  dicho  Territorio  de  Nuevo 
Mejico  haran  juntas  en  los  respectivos  puntos  de  los  candados,  el  Lunes, 
dia  seis  de  Mayo  proximo,  dentro  el  salir  y  el  meterse  el  sol,  de  votar  por, 
boleta  para  los  delegados  de  una  convencion  que  se  reunira  en  Santa  Fe, 
el  Miercoles,  dia  quince  de  Mayo  proximo,  come  segue: 

Por  el  condado  de  Taos 3  delegados. 

"  *^  Rio  Arriba 3  delegados. 

'^  "  Santa  Fe 3  delegados. 

^^  ^^  San  Miguel 3  delegados. 

^^  '^  Santa  Ana 2  delegados. 

'^  "  Bernalillo 2  delegados. 

^^  *^  Valencia 6  delegados. 

Los  prefectos  designaran  presintos  convenientes  en  sus  condados 
respectivos,  y  se  uombraran  tres  personas  discretas  como  juecas  de  las 
elecciones  de  los  deferentes  presintos;  al  contrario,  las  dichas  elecciones 
seran  conducides  en  la  manera  y  forma  como  presentes  en  las  Leyes  del 
Territorio,  bajo  el  titulo  de  *^  Elecciones,"  escepto  que  los  secretarios  de 
los  prefectos  de  cada  condado  haran,  con  la  asistencia  del  prefecto,  uu 
examen  y  resumen  de  votos  dados  a  cada  candidate,  daran  un  certificado 
de  las  elecciones  a  la  persona  que  tenga  el  mayor  numero  de  votos,  y 
remiteran  al  secretario  del  Territorio  un  resumen  exacto  de  los  votas  dados, 
dentro  de  cuatro  dias  despuis  de  las  elecciones. 

Dado  bajo  mi  firma,  en  el  Palacio  de  la  ciudad  de  Santa  Fe,  hoy  23  de 
AbrU,  A.  D.  de  1850. 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Gobemador  Militar  y  Civil  del  Territorio  de  N.  M. 
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3Ist C0NORE88,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Sesfian.  No.  61. 


REPORT 
THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY, 

T&ANtMlTTlNO 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  Professor  Charles  O.  Poffey  on  electrO'Tnagnetic 
piwer  as  a  mechanical  agent  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  locomo- 


September  3^  1850. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

September  6^  1860. 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Navy  Department,  September  2, 1860. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  August 
ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
I^fessor  Charles  G.  Page,  exhibiting  the  results,  as  far  as  ascertained,  of 
his  experiments  in  ^^  testing  the  capacity  and  usefulness  of  the  electro- 
loagnetic  power  as  a  mechanical  agent  for  the  puiposes  of  navigation  and 
locomotion,"  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  or  Sd^  March,  1849. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  A.  GRAHAM. 
Hon.  William  R.  King, 

President  tfthe  Senate. 


Washington,  D.  O.  August  30, 1850. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to 
you  the  progress  made  in  my  experiments  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1849, 
appropriating  S20,000  for  ^'  testing  the  capacity  and  usefulness  of  the 
electro-magnetic  power  as  a  mechanical  agent  for  the  purposes  of  loco- 
motion and  navigation,  and  the  probable  cost  of  using  the  same." 

A  schedule  of  expenditures  mcurred  up  to  this  date,  amounting  to 
$12,667  28,  is  herewith  annexed,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  considera- 
bly more  than  one-third  of  the  appropriation  remains  yet  unexpended. 
Outstanding  bills  remain,  amounting  to  about  $1,000,  most  of  which  is 
charged  at  the  navy-yard  for  material,  which,  when  deducted,  will  leave 
about  one  third  of  the  appropriation  for  further  prosecution  of  the  experi- 
ment. 

From  the  brief  time  allowed,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  more  ia 
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this  report  than  to  give  an  outline  of  the  experiments  which  I  have  re- 
peated and  recorded  during  the  past  year.  Their  full  detail  and  explana- 
tion will  form  a  volume  replete  with  interesting  scientific  matter,  and 
require  much  time  and  labor. 

The  first  principal  experiments  Were  made  with  a  small  trial-engine, 
built  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  utmost  care  in  reference  to 
mechanical  accuracy.  Attached  to  this  was  a  dynamometer  of  new  con- 
struction, and  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose.  This  was  invented  by 
my  principal  engineer,  and  measured,  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  the 
dynamic  power  of  the  engine  at  any  given  velocity — a  great  desideratum 
in  estimating  this  new  power.  With  this  trial-engine  the  following 
important  questions  were  tested  : 

1.  The  dyhamic  values  of  different  qualities  of  ^ft  iioB. 

2.  The  dynamic  values  of  steel,  hard  and  soft. 

3.  The  dynamic  value  of  cast-iron. 

The  statical  values  of  all  these  varieties  were  tested  by  a  separate 
apparatus,  constructed  for  the  purpose,  called  the  axial  galvanometer. 
Twelve  varieties  in  all  were  tested,  and  were  in  bars  of  uniform  size— one 
foot  in  length,  and  one  inch  in  diameter;  and  it  was  found  that  the  statical 
and  dynamic  properties  corresponded. 

4.  The  {>roportions  of  the  helices  were  approximately  tested,  though 
much  remains  unsetded  yet  upon  this  important  point. 

5.  The  advantage  of  keeping  up  the  magnetism  on  the  axial  bar  was 
most  satisfactorily  tested. 

6.  Various  modes  were  tried  of  reversing  the  motion  of  the  engine,  and 
with  success. 

7.  Various  kinds  of  cut-oflT  (which  is  the  most  critical  and  important 
point  in  the  construction  Of  the  engine)  were  tried. 

8.  The  operation  of  closed  circuits  and  secondary  currents  was  tested 
by  a  number  of  experiments,  requiring  great  care  and  accuracy. 

9.  The  best  working  velocity  of  this  engine,  and  its  absolute  power 
with  a  given  battery,  were  fiilly  tested. 

10.  The  ratio  of  increase  of  power  with  an  increase  in  the  quanuty  of 
the  current. 

11.  The  values  of  different  kinds  of  metal  in  forming  the  cut-off. 

12.  Various  mechanical  points  of  construction,  supposed  to  have  been 
incompatible  with  the  exhibition  of  this  power,  were  put  to  a  practical  test« 

Various  other  minor  points  also  were  the  subject  of  experiment,  which 
will  be  communicated  hereafter. 

A  second  mfod^l,  of  small  size  and  somewhat  rude  coni^uetien,  was  abo 
made,  with  a  view  of  testing  a  new  arrangement  of  the  axial  bars. 

Experiments  were  then  commenced  opon  a  larger  sdde,  with  a  view  to 
determine  whether  the  sdfne  {Nrop<!>rtion  of  power  could  be  obtained  firom 
large  as  from  small  engines — this  being  the  principal  question  in  view  at 
the  time  of  the  grant  of  the  appropriation. 

With  a  view  to  facilitMe  the  construction  of  helices  of  large  mze,  a  ma- 
chine which  had  long  been  in  contemplation  was  hiade,  at  a  couciidenible 
expense.  The  work  was  done  at  Ad  navy-yard,  in  a  creditiihle  manoer; 
and  the  machine  performed  its  work  Well,  turning  oui  eiAire  helices  of 
copper  wire  of  large  size  fron^  straight  bars.  Bet  befoie  I  had  pioeeocM 
far,  a  discoyery  was  made  in  reference  to  the  helix  which  rendered  the 
machine  useless  ftr  the  present  at  least. 
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A  numbar  of  large  helices  were  then  constnicted,  of  various  sizes,  and 
suitable  bars  of  soft  iron  prepared,  corresponding  to  the  helices.  Hollow 
and  solid  bars  were  prepared,  from  two  inches  to  eight  inches  ia  diameter, 
and  general!/ three  feet  in  length.  Some  bars  of  four  and  five  feet  in 
length  were  also  prepared.  The  bars  were  all  worked  at  the  navy -yard, 
and  at  a  considerable  expense,  as  they  were  required  to  be  of  homogeneous 
metal, accurately  turned  and  bored.  With  these  bars  and  helices  a  multi- 
tude of  experin^ents  were  performed  and  recorded,  and  these  were  kept  up 
day  after  day  for  about  two  months. 

My  official  duties  as  examiner  in  the  Patent  Office  lefl  me  only  the 
evening  of  each  day  for  operation;  and  under  such  circumstances  you  will 
readily  appreciate  the  difficulties  and  disadvantages  under  which  I  have 
labored.  My  own  zeal  has  led  me  beyond  my  strength;  but  I  have  been 
jiohly  rewarded  by  the  most  flattering  results.  The  experiments  here  were 
not  such  as  could  be  performed  upon  the  laboratory  table,  but  were  with 
large  masses  of  iron,  weighing  in  some  cases  three  hundred  pounds,  and 
helices  sometimes  twice  that  weight.  Adhering  to  the  same  size  of  battery 
through  a  long  series  of  experiments,  and  varying  the  coils  and  bars,  I 
ibund,  to  my  great  gratification,  that  as  I  increased  the  dimensions  of  each 
a  corresponding  increase  of  power  was  exhibited,  and  the  consumption  of 
material  or  cost  of  the  power  in  some  proportion  diminished.  These  results 
were  encouraging  and  stimulating  in  the  highest  degree,  and  fully  justified 
the  undertaking  at  once  of  an  engine  upon  a  much  larger  scale  than  any 
hitherto  tried.  This  engine^-the  frame-work  of  which  was  principally 
built  at  the  navy-yard — was  an  upright  engine  of  two  feet  stroke;  and  in 
order  to  have  facilities  for  comparative  trials  and  experiments,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  a  double  engine  should  be  made,  the  two  parts  exactly  corres- 
ponding. Two  bais  of  soft  iron,  six  inches  in  diameter  and  three  feet  in 
length,  were  the  prime  movers;  and  these  were  balanced  by  means  of  con- 
necting rods  and  cranks  upon  a  fly-wheel  shaft.  The  balance-wheel  and 
shaft  together  weighed  six  hundred  pounds.  When  this  engine  was  first 
Cried,  with  the  same  battery  which  had  before  given  meone-fifih  of  ahorse- 

E>wer  with  smaller  engine,  it  produced  only  one  third  of  a  horse- power, 
y  careful  attention  to  tlie  adjustment,  and  particularly  to  the  cut-off, 
which  was  a  very  different  thing  now  from  what  it  had  been  in  the  smaller 
engines,  the  engine  soon  yielded  one  horse-power.  Here  was  a  gain  of 
4)ighty  per  cent,  as  measured  merely  by  the  size  of  the  battery.  But  it 
was  much  more,  for  the  cost  was  found  to  be  less  for  one  horse-power 
than  it  had  been  before  for  one-fifth  of  a  horse-power  in  a  smaller  engine — 
how  much  less,  has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  A  great  variety  of  ex- 
periments were  continued  with  this  engine,  to  be  hereafter  detailed,  each 
having  a  definite  object,  and,  I  am  happy  to  say,  each  resulting  advan- 
tageously; so  that  finally,  by  little  daily  increments,  I  obtained  from  this 
engine,  by  a  trifling  addition  of  battery,  a  full  two-horse  power.  By  way 
of  giving  a  practical  character  to  the  engine,  it  was  geared  to  a  circular  saw 
ten  inches  in  diameter,  the  turning  lathe,  and  the  grindstone  of  the  work- 
shop, all  of  which  it  worked  simultaneously,  as  witnessed  by  a  number  of 
visiters,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  by  your  predecessor  in  office,  in  company  with 
Lieutenant  Maury,  of  the  National  Observatory. 

After  many  satisfactory  trials  with  this  engine,  it  was  taken  down,  and 
all  its  available  parts  used  in  the  construction  of  the  single  horizontal  en* 
gine  which  I  heui  the  honor  lately  to  exhibit  before  the  Smithsonian  In- 
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stitution.  This  change  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  dispensing  with  the 
dead  weight  of  one  of  the  driving  bars,  and  more  particularly  for  intro- 
ducing the  important  feature  of  keeping  up  the  magnetism  of  the  driving 
bar.  As  soon  as  this  new  form  was  completed  and  tried,  a  gam  of  one- 
half  horse-power  was  at  once  realized  ;  and  by  the  addition  of  a  few 
more  feet  of  battery  surface,  the  power  was  found  to  be  above  four-horse. 
Further  addition  of  battery  would  still  augment  the  power,  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  ten  horse-power  might  not  be  obtained  from  this  engine  by 
the  addition  of  more  battery  ;  but  whether  it  would  be  economical  to  in- 
crease power  by  this  means  alone,  and  to  ascertain  the  point  for  this  and 
every  other  engine  beyond  which  economy  would  cease,  by  increasing 
the  battery  alone,  are  matters  to  be  determined  by  experiment. 

The  next  most  important  point  to  be  determined  was  the  expense  of 
this  pow^r.  Much  to  my  surprise  and  gratification,  the  expense  was 
found  to  be  less  than  the  most  expensive  steam-engines,  although  recently 
in  Europe  it  has  been  decided  by  experimenters  and  men  of  science,  and 
generally  conceded,  that  it  was  fifty  times  the  cost  of  the  dearest  steam- 
engines.  It  is  still,  however,  considerably  dearer  than  the  cheaper  sort 
of  steam-engines  ;  but  this  is  no  obstacle  to  its  introduction,  considering 
its  immense  advantages  in  other  respects.  Moreover,  if  thus  much  has 
been  done  in  the  very  inception  of  this  undertaking,  what  may  we  not 
reasonably  expect  from  its  further  prosecution? 

Before  it  can  be  rendered  available  in  practice,  much  remains  to  be 
done  with  the  galvanic  battery  to  render  its  action  regular  and  durable, 
and  in  other  ways  to  establish  a  certainty  of  action,  so  that  the  engines 
may  be  managed  by  persons  not  thoroughly  skilled  in  the  subjects  of 
electricity  and  magnetism. 

It  remains  yet  also  to  be  proved  whether  the  power  will  increase  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  engines.  This  principle  seems  to  be  strongly 
indicated  by  past  experiments,  but  yet  it  cannot  be  established  by  calcu- 
lation or  process  of  reasoning.  Experiment  on  an  extensive  scale  can 
alone  determine  this  point.  A  part  of  the  work  preparatory  to  building  a 
locomotive  engine  has  been  done,  but  it  seems  necessary  to  try  further 
experiments  before  incurring  the  expense  of  another  large  engine  upon 
the  plan  above  mentioned.  The  rotary  form  of  the  engine  has  not  been 
tested,  although  it  possesses  advantages  not  to  be  found  in  any  form  of 
the  recriprocating  engine.  There  are  some  obvious  disadvantages  attend- 
ing its  construction,  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  outweighed — ^moie 
especially  as  this  form  of  the  engine  will  occupy  less  than  one-half  the 
room  required  for  the  reciprocating  form.  It  would  seem  very  desirable 
that  the  investigation  thus  begun,  and  so  fer  successfully  conducted, 
should  be  carried  at  least  beyond  an  miceriain  issue,  and  that  every  m- 
portani point  should  be  settled,  and  particularly  that  of  its  availability  on 
an  extensive  scale. 

The  power  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  purposes  of  navigation,  if  it  can  be 
made  subservient;  and  a  trial  upon  a  scale  of  100  horse-power  seems  to  be 
the  only  mode  of  arriving  at  a  definite  conclusion  upon  this  point.  It  is 
obvious  that,  preliminary  to  such  an  undertaking,  a  great  many  experi- 
ments will  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  such  only  as  one  quite  familiar 
with  the  difficulties  of  entering  upon  an  entirely  new  field  of  operation 
can  properly  appreciate. 
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In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  report  of  a  de- 
bate before  the  American  Scientific  Convention  recently  held  at  New- 
Haven,  which  will  indicate  the  opinions  of  men  of  science  upon  this  all- 
important  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  G.  PAGE. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  A.  Graham, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Professor  Pagers  eledro-magnetic power. 

[Reported  for  the  National  lotelligenoer.] 

Amon^  the  most  interesting  subjects  before  the  American  Scientific 
Convention  just  closed  at  New  Haven,  was  Professor  Page's  invention 
for  applying  electro- magnetic  power.  Professor  Bache  having  reUnquished 
his  hour  lot  addressing  the  association  in  &vor  of  Professor  Page,  the 
latter  came  forward  and  in  a  lucid  manner  explained  to  a  large  and  de- 
lighted audience  the  principles  and  astonishing  results  of  his  invention. 
The  grand  principles  of  action  were  illustrated  experimentally. 

After  he  had  concluded,  an  interesting  debate  took  place  upon  the 
subject. 

Professor  Rogers  rose  and  said  that  he  would  like  to  have  the  asso- 
ciation now  institute  a  comparison  between  the  cost  of  steam  and  the  cost 
of  the  power  as  obtained  by  Dr.  Page.  He  spoke  at  some  length  and  in 
detail  of  the  duty  performed  by  the  largest  class  of  steam-engines,  and 
estimated  the  cost  of  a  steam  horse-power  at  ttoo  cents  for  twenty-four 
hours- 
Professor  Page  remarked  that  this  was  a  very  low  estimate.  AVhatever 
it  might  be,  however,  he  was  prepared  at  this  time  only  to  explain  his 
invention,  and  to  show  iox  the  first  time  an  available  power  from  electro- 
magnetism. 

Professor  Silliman,  senior,  (about  to  retire,)  remarked  that  some  fifteen 
years  ago  Dr.  Page,  then  quite  a  youth,  brought  to  his  laboratory  a  min- 
iature model  of  his  engine,  and  tnat  he  (Professor  S.)  indulged  at  that 
time  high  hopes  of  this  invention.  From  the  great  progress  made  in  so 
short  a  time,  and  fix>m  what  he  now  saw  and  heard,  he  believed  great 
results  would  flow  fi-om  it. 

Professor  Walter  R.  Johnson  remarked  that  Professor  Rogers  had  fixed 
the  cost  of  steam  power  too  low  for  an  average  cost,  and  that  Professor 
Page  had  fixed  his  cost  of  magnetic  power  too  high.  Professor  Page  had 
paid  too  much  for  his  zinc;  and  his  horse-power  ought  to  be  ten  cents, 
instead  of  twenty  cents.  At  all  events,  a  great  advance  had  been  made; 
for  in  Europe  the  cost  of  this  power  had  been  fixed  at  fifty  times  that  of 
steam  under  the  most  fevorable  circumstances — that  is,  the  highest  price 
of  steam  and  lowest  of  magnetic  power.  In  his  opinion,  however — and 
he  believed  Dr.  Page  concurred  with  him — this  power  was  not  to  super- 
sede steam,  as  they  would  not  interfere  with  each  other.  They  would 
both  be  used,  and  side  by  side.     Where  there  were  serious  objections  to 
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the  use  of  steam  power,  this  power  would  come  in  very  well.    It  was  free 
from  the  dangers  attending  tlie  use  of  steam* 

Professsor  Rogers  said  that  he  proposed  his  question  as  one  of  scientific 
interest,  and  that  it  was  far  from  him  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  Dr. 
Page,  or  his  own  feelings  of  national  pride,  in  this  matter. 

Professor  Page  remarked  that  we  could  not  fix  an  absolute  price  per 
horse-power  for  steam  or  any  other  power.  It  would  depend  upon  a 
variety  of  circumstances.  The  cost  in  small  steam-engines  was  relatively 
greater  than  in  large.  The  distance  from  the  market  for  fuel,  the  char- 
acter and  peculiar  duty  of  the  engines,  were  to  be  reckoned.  The  cost  of 
electro-magnetic  power  was  not  to  be  reckoned  in  this  comparison  by  the 
mere  cost  of  zinc,  nor  the  cost  of  steam  by  the  pounds  of  coal  consumed. 
The  cost  of  human  life,  the  sacrifice  of  millions  of  property,  and  risk  of 
many  millions  more^  and  all  the  contingent  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages, were  to  be  taken  into  the  account.  If  this  power  could  be  made 
convenient,  and  perfectably  manageable^  it  would  be  used  in  many  places, 
if  it  should  cost  much  more  than  steam. 

Professor  Henry  said  he  had  witnessed  with  great  interest  Dr.  Page's 
experiments  before  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  was  much  delighted 
with  the  ingenuity  exhibited  in  overcoming  difficulties  heretofore  existing. 
Dr.  Page  had  produced  by  far  the  most  powerful  electro-magnetic  engine 
ever  made,  within  his  knowledge. 

Professor  Johnson  then  requested  Dr.  Page  to  explain  the  mode  by 
which  he  measured  the  power  of  the  engine. 

Professor  Page  then  drew  a  diagram  of  the  fly-wheel  of  his  engine,  and 
a  loaded  friction  brake,  pressing  upon  the  circumference  of  the  fly-wheel. 
The  brake  was  loaded  to  620  lbs.  The  power  required  to  barely  keep 
the  engine  in  motion  under  this  load  was  126  lbs.  The  full  power  being 
on,  the  engine  made  eighty  revolutions  per  minute  under  this  load.  The 
circumference  of  the  wheel  being  about  fourteen  feet,  it  wais  easy  for  any 
one  to  compute  the  horse-pow^  from  these  data.  He  was  willing  to  call 
it  four  horse-power. 

Professor  Pierce,  of  Harvard  University,  rose  and  said  that  this  mode  of 
measuring  the  power  was  entirely  correct,  and  the  best  that  could  have 
been  adopted  by  Dr.  Page  for  the  purpose.  It  was  better  than  raising  a 
weight,  as  it  enabled  him  to  work  his  engine  for  several  hours  under  the  load , 
and  thereby  ascertain  the  cost.  It  was  the  mode  most  commonly  prac- 
tised for  measuring  the  power  of  engines.  He  felt  astonishment  and 
great  delight  at  the  results  obtained  by  Dr.  Page.  It  was  truly  a  great 
result  to  raise  300  lbs.  of  iron  by  magnetism  through  such  a  distance,  and 
keep  it  in  such  rapid  motion.    This  experiment  Sone  carried  conviction. 
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Abstract  of  fxpendUures  made  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  3,  1 849,  *^  for  testing  the  capacity  and  usefulness  of  the  electro- 
magnetic power  as  a  mechanical  agent  for  purposes  of  navigation  and 
locomotion  f  and  the  probable  cost  of  usitig  the  same,  according  to  the  in- 
vention cf  Prof  essor  Pagey — Appropriation^  $20,000. 


ClaMification. 

Amount. 

For  platina  plate,  wire,  and  foil 

* 

. 

$2,616  67 

For  copper  wire 

. 

- 

2,534  46 

For  zinc    - 

• 

70  68 

For  acids  and  chemicals    - 

. 

254  07 

For  Grove's  battery 

. 

471  25 

For  electro-magnetic  apparatus 

• 

404  00 

For  electro  and  chemical  apparatus 

213  50 

For  rolling  machine 

12  00 

For  engines,  castings,  &c.. 
For  building  workshop     - 

844  95 

480  49 

For  horse  and  wagon 

225  00 

For  hardware  and  tools    - 

133  37 

For  stoves  and  fixtures 

35  58 

For  instruments    - 

70  75 

For  tin  and  sheet-iron  work 

16  28 

For  crockery  and  glassware 

26  43 

For  iron- work 

12  80 

For  coal    ... 

36  90 

For  gutta  percha  - 

4  42 

For  machinery 

65  03 

For  lumber 

119  56 

For  transportation 

376  87 

For  postage 

19  66 

For  printing 

3  00 

For  miscellaneous  items    - 

81  37 

For  services  and  expenses  of  occasional 

assistants 

253  28 

For  services  of  machinist 

« 

•            " 

1,058  16 

For  services  of  engineer   - 

- 

- 

944  48 

For  services  of  laborers     - 

. 

. 

366  00 

For  labor  at  navy- yard,  in  engineer's, 

blacksmith's,  and 

plumber's  departments   - 

- 

- 

- 

898  48 

Total 

12,667  28 

Amount  of  appropriation 
Deduct  expenditures^  as  above 

. 

. 

.      , 

.    $20,000  00 

- 

- 

• 

12,667  28 

Unexpended  balance 

7,332  72 
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31st  Congress,  [  SENAl'E.  J  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Session.  No.  62. 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL, 


Ur  AKSWBR  TO 


A  resoluium  of  thff  SenatBy  respecting  the  failures  of  the  mail  between 
Ncv>  York  and  New  Orleans^  %n  the  year  1849. 


June  29, 1860. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

July  6, 1850. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Post  Office  Department,  June  20, 1860. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated  31st  January,  1860, 
directing  the  Postmaster  General  '^to  inform  the  Senate  what  length  of  time 
was  occupied  in  the  transportation  of  the  mail  between  New  York  and 
New  Orleans  on  each  trip  either  way  during  the  year  1849,  and  how 
many  failures  on  the  said  route  occurred  durmg  the  said  year,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  statements. 

The  papers  marked  A  and  B  show  the  time  employed  on  each  trip;  and 
the  printed  letter,  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  herewith,  em- 
braces a  table  made  up  for  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  showing  the 
number  of  mail  failures  at  various  points  between  Washington  and  New 
Orleans  during  that  year  to  be — 

Goin^  south      -  -  -  -  -  .  -      83 

Coming  north    -  -  -  -  -  -  -    124 

Total 90r 

Between  Washington  and  Neto  Yorky  during  the  same  year, 

(1849,)  both  ways,  the  number  of  fiolures  was         -  -  167 

Making  the  number  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans      -  364 

The  frequent  and  unusual  interruptions  between  Washington  and  New 
York  were  caused  bv  a  freshet  in  the  Susquehannah  river,  which  carried 
Bway  the  mail  ferry-boat,  in  January,  1849.  In  consequence  of  the  freez- 
ing of  the  river,  the  boat  could  not  be  restored  until  the  12th  of  Haicb, 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  connexions  were  invariably  broken  at  Balti- 
more und  Philadelphia,  the  ends  of  the  route. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  COLLAMER, 

Postmaster  Oeneral. 
Hon.  Millard  Fillmore, 

Vice  President  mf  the  United  States. 
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Siateme?)t  of  the  actual  time  consumed  in  the  transit  of  the  United  States 
mail  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans  ^  from  January  1,  1819,  to  Janu- 
ary lA^Q- 
Arrived  in  New  Orleans — 

January    1,  New  York  mails  of  December  23,  24,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

2 do do. . .  .24,  25,  in  9  days  8  hourp* 

'3.. do ..do.... 25,  *26,  in  9  days  8 hours. 

4 do.... do.... 26,  in  9  iJavs. 

5 do do.... 27,  28.  in  9  days  8  hours. 

6 do do..  ..2^,  in  9  days. 

7.. ••......do...  .•.•••do....29,  in  9  days. 

8 tfdo. ...... ...do.... 30,  in  9  days. 

9. do .do. . .  .31  and  January  1,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

10 — failure. 
1 1 — failure. 
12,  New  York  mails  of  January  1,  2,  in  11  days  10  hours. 

13. do. . . .. . . . .  «do. . .  .2,  2^,  4,  in  11  days  10  hours  9  minutes.. 

14 — fiilure. 

15,  New  York  mails  of  January  5,  6,  7,  in  10  days  9  hours  8  minutes. 

16— failurft. 

17,  Nt'w  York  mails  of  January  7,  8,  in  10  days  9  hour^. 

18— fiilure. 

19  New  York  mails  of  January  8,  9,  10,  in  II  days  10  hours  9  minutes. 

2(1 do...  .•••... do....  10,  11,  in  10  days  9  hours. 

21 do do....l],  in  lOdnyfl. 

22. do<.... do.  ...12,  13,  m  10  days  9  hours. 

23   rio do. ...  13,  14,  m  10  dnys  9  hours. 

24 i  .Ho... do. ,.  .15,  16,  in  9  days 8  hours. 

25 .do ..do....  16,  17,  in9dtfyti  8  hours. 

26 ...do. ...... ...do.  ...17,  18,  in  9  >av8  8  hours. 

27 do do....  18   19,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

28 do do 19,  20,  in  9  d^ys  8  hours. 

29 do do 21),  21,  in  9  days  8  hourd. 

30 — faHure. 

31,  New  York  mails  of  January  21,  22,  23,  in  10  days  9  hours  8  minute*. 
Average  time  for  January,  9  days  1  hour  28  minutes. 

ArrtVfd  in  New  Orl«>rtns — 

February    1,  New  York  mails  of  January  23,  24,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

2 do do 24.  it  9  davs. 

3.. do... do 25,  i?6,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

4 do do...  26,  in  9  daya. 

5 do do. ..  .27,  28,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

6 — failure. 

7-_faihjre. 

8,  New  lork  mails  of  January  29,  in  10  dnys. 

9 do do 30,  31  ill  10  days  9  hours. 

j  10,  New  York  mails  of  February  1,  in  9  days. 

i  11 do -..do 1,  2,  in  10  days  9  hours. 

I  12 — failure. 

13,  New  York  mails  of  February  3,  4,  in  10  days  9  hourr. 

14. .......  ..'Jo ,...do 4,  5,  in  10  dayfi  9  hours. 

15 do... do 5,  6,  in  10  days  9  hours. 

16 rto .do 7,  in  9  days. 

17 do do 8.  in  9  days. 

18 ....do..... do....  9,  in  9  days. 

19 do..... do.... 10,  in  9  days. 

•jau..... do do.. ..11,  in9  days* 

21.. ••••....do.... do....  12,  in  9  days. 

22.. •.«... ...do.... do. ...13,  in  9  day^. 

23 .do do ....  14,  in  9  day^. 

24.  •.•  •  • .  . .  .do do. . .  15,  in  9  days.  ' 

.25 — failure. 

26,  New  York  mails  of  February  16,  17.  10  days  9  hours. 

27 do do....  18,  19,  9  daysS'hours: 

28..... do >...do....l9,  S0|  in  9 ds|w  8  hoars. 

Aven^time  for  Febrttsry,  9  days  1  hour  22  minutes. 
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Arrived  in  New  Orleans — 

March  1,  New  York  mails  of  February  90, 21,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

2..... do do 21,  2-2.  in  9  daya  8  hours. 

3 do do....22,  23,  in  9  days 8  hours. 

4 — failure. 

5,  New  York  Mails  of  February  23,  24.  25,  in  10  days  9  hours  8  minutes, 

6 do do.... 25,  in  9  days. 

7-.failur««. 

8,  New  Yoik  mails  of  February  26,  27,  in  10  days  9  hours. 
9 do do  —  2^^,  in  9  days. 

10,  New   York  maila  of  March  I,  in  9  days. 

11 do do 2,  in  9  days. 

12— failure. 

13,  New   York  mails  of  March  3.  4,  in  10  days  9  hours. 

14 do do 5,  in  9  days. 

15 do do 6,  in  9  days. 

16 do do 7,  in  9  days. 

17— failure 

18,  New  York  mails  of  March  8,  in  10  days. 

19 do do 9.  10,  II,  in  10  days  9  hours  8  minutes. 

20 do do. ...  1 1 ,  12,  in  9  days  8  hours.  f 

21 do do  ..  .12.  13,  in  9  daya  8  hours. 

22 do do. ..  .13.  14,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

23 do.. do.... 14,  in  9  days. 

24— failure. 

25,  New  York  mails  of  March  15, 16,  in  10  days  9  hours. 

26— failure. 

27,  New  York  mails  of  March  16,  17, 18,  in  11  days  10  hours  9  minutes. 

28 do ,....do....l8,  19,  in  10  days  9  hours. 

29 do do. . .  .20,  21,  in  9  daya  8  hours. 

30 do do. ..  .21,  22,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

31 do do. ..  .22,  23,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

Ayerage  time  for  March,  8  days  23  hours  27  minutes. 

Arrived  in  New  Orleans— 

April  1,  New  York  mails  of  March  23,  in  9  days. 

2 do do....24,  25.  in9day8  8hourff. 

3. do do. . .  .25,  26,  in  9  days  8  hourd. 

4 — failure. 

5,  New  York  mails  of  March  26,  in  10  days.  , 

6 do do. . .  .27,  28,  29,  in  10  days  9  houra  8  minutes. 

7.  .*.!.....  .do do. . .  29,  30,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

8 do do.... 30,  in  9  days. 

9,  New  York  mails  of  April  1,  in  9  doys  8  hours. 
10 do do 2,  in  8  days. 

11 lo do 3,  in  8  days. 

12 do %do 4,  in  8  days. 

13 do do 5,  in  8  days. 

14 do do 6,  in  8  days. 

15 do do...   .7,  in  8  days. 

16 — failure.  .    ^  .        «  , 

17,  New  York  mails  of  April  8,  9,  m  9  days  8  hours. 

18 do do. ...  10,  in  8  days. 

19 do. ..;...  .do. ..  .11,  in  8  days. 

20— failure.  ^   .    «  ^ 

21,  New  York  mails  of  April  12,  in  9  days. 

22 do do....  13,  in  9  days. 

23 d) do....l3,  in  10  days.    ,       ^.  «     .     . 

24 do do....l4,  15,  I6,inl0days9houfi8imnutei. 

25 do do.... 17,  in  8  days. 

26 do do....  17,  in  9  days. 

27 do do  ...18,19,  in  9  da^s 8 hours. 

28 do do....20,in8  days. 

29— failure. 

30,  Naw  York  mails  of  April  21,  22,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

ATenge  time  for  April,  8  days  14  hours  16  minutes. 
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Afrivcd  in  New  Orleans — 

May  1,  Mew  York  nialls  of  April  23,  in  8  daye^ 

3 do do.... 24,  in  8 days. 

3.  •  •  •  •  •  •  .do. .  • do. . .  .25,  in  8  days. 

4 do do.... 26,  in  8  day  a. 

5 do •  .do. . .  .27,  in  8  days. 

6— failare. 

7,  New  York  maila  of  April  28, 29,  in  9  dayi  8  hoorr, 

8 do do. . .  .30,  in  8  daya^ 

9,  New  York  mails  of  AAay  1,  in  8  days. 

10... .....do do.. •••2,  in  8 days. 

11... do... do.... .3,  in  8 days. 

12 do.  ....••  .do 4,  in  8  days. 

13.  ..•■•.  .do.  ..••••  .do. ... .5,  in  8  days. 

14 • .  .do.  ....••  .do. ...  .6,  in  8  days. 

15 do do 7,  in  8  days. 

16 do do 8,  in  8  days. 

17 do do 9,  in  8  days. 

18 •  .do do. ...  10,  in  8  days. 

f  19 do do.... U,  in  8 days. 

20 — failure. 

21,  New  York  mails  of  May  12, 13,  in  9  days  8  hoarsu 

22 do do.... 14,  in  8  days. 

23 do ..do. .. .15,  in  8  days. 

24 do.. do....l6f  in  8  days. 

25 do do.... 17,  in  8  days. 

26— failure. 

27,  New  York  mails  of  May  18,  in  9  days. 

28 do do. ...19, 20,  in  9  days 8  hours.' 

29 •  .do •  .do.  •  •  .21,  in  8  days. 

30 do do ...  .22,  in  8  days. 

31 do do. . .  .23,  in  8  days. 

Averse  time  for  May,  8  days  3  hoars  6  minutes. 

Arrived  in  New  Oriean»— 

June  1,  New  York  m«ls  of  May  24,  in  8  dayA. 

2 do do.. ..25,  in  8  days. 

3— failure. 

4,  New  York  mails  of  May  26, 27,  in  9  days  8  hows* 

6. ■  •  •  •  •  •  .do.  • .  •  • . .  .do. . . .28,  in  8  dajrs* 

6 do. ...... .do. .. .29;  in  8  days. 

7 do do. . .  .ap,  in  8  days* 

8 do do.... 31, in  8day8k 

9 do Jane  1,  in  8  days. 

10 ..do do 2,  in  8  days. 

11 do do 3»  in  8  days. 

12— Ikilarf.  ^ 

13,  New  York  mails  of  June  4,  5,  in  9  days  8  homs^ 

14 do do 5,  in  8  days. 

15 do do 7,  in  8  days. 

16 do do. ...  .8,  in  8  days. 

17 do do 9,  in  8  days. 

18.  ••••..  .do .do. ...  10,  in  &  days. 

19.  • .  •  ....do*  •••••.  .do.  •  •  ally  ifi  8  days.^ 
20— fiulure. 

21,  New  York  mails  of  June  12,  in  9  days. 

22 do.* do.. ..14,  in  8  days. 

23 do... do... .13, 15,  in  10  days  Sftowv* 

24 do do. .  •  .16,  in  8  days. 

#5  «•*••.  •  .do. ...... .do.  •  ■  •  17,  in  9  days. 

26 do do....l8,  iB8days« 

27 do do. .  •  .19,  in  8  days. 

28— failure. 

29,  New  York  mails  of  Juns  90, 21,  in  9  days  8  ko«n» 

SO do .do. . .  .29,  in  8  days. 

ATsnge  tiaM  for  JoiWy  8  days  4  hoan  48  miiiutCA. 
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Jnlj   1 — ^failure. 

9,  New  York  mails  of  Jane  23, 34,  in  9  days  8  hoars. 

3 do do. ...as,  in  8  days. 

4 — ^failure. 

5,  New  Yoric  mails  of  Jane  26,  in  9  dajrs. 

6 do do ....  28, 27,  in  9  days  8  hoars. 

7 — failara. 

6,  New  Yoric  mails  of  June  29,  30,  in  9  days  8  hours. 
9,  New  York  mails  of  July  1,  in  8  days. 

10 do do 2,  in  8  days. 

11*. do do 3,  in  8  days. 

12 do do 4,  in  8  day  s. 

13 — failore. 
14 — fiulare. 

15,  New  York  mails  of  July  5,  6,  in  10  days  9  hoars. 
16 do do 7,  in  9  days. 

17 do do 8, 9,  in  9  days  8  hoars. 

18 do do... .10,  in 8  days. 

19 — Aulare. 

20,  New  York  mails  of  July  11, 12,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

21— fiulore.  I 

22,  New  York  mails  of  July  13,  14,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

US do do. . .  .15,  in  8  dayt. 

24 do........d<i....l6,  in  8  days. 

25 do do....  17, in  8  days. 

26— ftuKire. 

27,  New  Yoric  mails  of  July  18,  in  9  days. 

28 do •••do....l9,  SO,  in 9  days 8 hours. 

29...«....do...«..««do...*.2U,  in  9  days. 

30 do ••.do....21,  in  9  days. 

31 do do.. «. 22, 23,  in  9  days 8  hours. 

ATerage  time  for  July,  8  days  12  hours. 

AritFed  in  New  Orleans — 

August  1,  New  York  mails  of  Jaly  24,  in  8  days. 

2 do do. . .  .24,  in  9  days. 

3 «....do do....25, 26,  in9  days 6  hours. 

4 do. ...... .do. . .  .27,  in  8  days. 

.S — ftMlure. 

6,  New  Yoik  mails  of  July  28, 29,  tn  9  days  8  hours. 

7 .do do.... 30, in 8  days. 

8 — failure. 

9,  New  York  mails  of  July  31  and  August  1,  in  9  days  6  hours. 
10,  New  York  mails  of  August  2,  in  8  days. 

11 do do 3,  in  8  days. 

I2_failure. 

13,  New  York  mails  of  August  4,  5,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

14 .do. ...... .do 6,  in  8  days. 

15 — failure. 

16,  New  York  mails  of  August  7,  in  9  days. 

17 do do  ...  .8, 9,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

la do do.... 10,  in  8  days. 

19— failure. 

20,  New  York  maik  of  August  11,  in  9  days. 

2L. . « do .do ....  12, 13,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

22.«. •••.... do do.... 14,  in  8  days. 

23 ••do id6....15,  in  8  days. 

24 •••••do do.... 16, in  8  days. 

2ft .do do. ..  .17,  in  8  days. 

26— failure. 
.    27,  New  York  mails  of  August  18, 19,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

28. do do.... 19, 20,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

29— fkituve. 

30,  New  York  mails  of  August  21, 22,  in  9  days  6  hoim, 

31 do do.... 23,  in  8  days. 

AfCffSgetime  for  August,  8  days  8  hours  44  minutes. 
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Ar.ired  in  Nfw  Orleans— 

September  1,  New  York  mails  of  Aogurt  24,  in  8  day^. 
3~fiiilure. 
3,  New  York  maila  of  Auguet  S»,  26,  in  9  days  8  houm- 

4 do do. . .  .27,  in  8  days, 

5 do do.... 28,  in  8 days. 

6 do do. . .  .29,  in  8  days. 

7 — failure. 

8,  New  York  mails  of  Aogiist  30,  31,  in  9  daya  8  hoars. 
9 — failure. 

10.  New  York  maila  of  September  1, 2,  in  9  days  8  homn, 

n do do 3,  in  8  daya. 

12 do do 4,  in  8  days. 

13 — failure. 

14,  New  York  mails  of  September  5,  6,  in  9  daya  8  hours. 
15 do do 7,  in  8  days. 

16 — failure. 

17,  New  York  mails  of  September  8,  9,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

18 do do.... 10,  in  8  days. 

19 do do.... 11,  in  8  daya. 

20 do do J2,in  8  daya. 

21 do do...  13,  ill  8d»»y8. 

22 do do.... 14,  in  8 days- 

23— failure. 

2t,  New  York  mails  pf  September  15,  in  9  days. 

25-~failure. 

26— failure. 

27,  New  York  mails  of  September  Ifi,  17, 18,  in  11  days  !(►  hoars  9  roiiiKtest 

28 do do 19,  in  9  days. 

29 do do 20, 21,  in  9  da)  s  8  hours. 

30— failure. 

Average  time  for  September,  8  days  11  hours  35  minutes. 

Arrived  in  New  •rleans — 

October  1,  New  York  maik  of  September  22^23,  in  9  days  8  hoora^ 

3 do do 24,  in  8  daya. 

3 do do...   .25,  i'i  t*dayK 

4 do do 26,  in  8  daya. 

5— failure. 

6,  New  York  maila  of  September  27,  in  9  days. 

7 do do 28,  in  9  daya. 

8 do do 29.  30,  in  9  days  8  hovrsw 

9,  New  Y  rk  maila  of  October   1,  in  8  days. 

lU do do 2,  in  8  daya. 

11 do do....  ..3,  in  8  days. 

12— failure. 

13 do do 4,  5,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

14 — failure. 

15,  New  York  mails  of  October  6,  7,  in  9  daya  8  hours. 
16 do do 8,  in  8  days. 

17 do do 9,  in  8  days. 

18— failure. 

19,  New  York  mails  of  October  10, 11,  in  9  days  8  hourat 

20— failure. 

21,  New  York  mails  of  October  12,  in  9  days. 

22 do *do 13.  14.  in  9  days  8  hours. 

23 do do 15,  in  8  daye. 

24 do do 16,  in  8  daya. 

25 do do.   ...  17,  in  8  days. 

26— failure. 

27,  New  York  mails  of  October  18,  In  9  days. 

28 do do 19,  in  9  days. 

29 do do 20,  I  n  9  days. 

30 do do 2 1,  22,  in  9  daya  8  hours- 

31 do do 23,  in  8  days. 

Average  time  for  October,  8  days  9  hours  45  minutes. 
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Airifed  in  New  Orleans— 

Kovember  1,  New  York  mailf  of  October  24,  in  8  dayg. 

2 do do 25,  in  8  days. 

3 do do 26,  in  8'  days. 

4 — failure. 

5,  New  York  mails  of  October  27,  28,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

6 do do 28,  29.  in  9  days  8  hours. 

7 do ^ 30,  in  8  days. 

8 do do 31,  in  8  days. 

9,  New  Yoik  mails  of  Norember  1,  in  8  days. 

lU do do 2,  in  8  days. 

11 do do 3,  in  8  days. 

12 do do 4,  in  8  days. 

13— failure.  ^ 

14,  New  York  mails  of  November  5,  in  9  days. 

15 do do 6,  7,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

16— failure. 

17,  New  York  mails  of  November  8, 9,  in  9  days  8  hounu 

18— failure. 

19— failure. 

20— failure. 

21,  New  York  mails  of  November  9,  10, 11,  in  12  days  11  hours  10  minutes. 

21 do do 12, 13,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

22 do.... do 14,  in  8  days. 

23 do do 15,  in  8  days. 

24 do do 16,  in  8  days. 

25— failure. 

26 do do 17,  18,  in  9  daysShoura. 

27 do do 19,  inSdays. 

28 do do 20,  in  8  days. 

29 do do 21,  in  8  davs. 

30 — failure. 

Average  time  for  November,  8  days  12  hours  23  minutes. 

Arrived  in  New  Orleans — 

December  1,  New  York  mails  of  November  22,  23,  in  9  days  8  hours. 
2— failure. 
3,  New  York  mails  of  November  24,  25,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

4 do do 2b,  in  8  days. 

5 — failure. 

6,  New  York  mails  of  November  27,  in  9  days. 

7 do do 28,  29,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

8 — failure. 

9,  New  York  mails  of  November  30,  in  9  days. 
10,  New  York  mails  of  December  I,  in  9  days. 

11 do do 2,  3,  in  0  days  8  hours. 

12 do do 4  in  8  days. 

13 do do 5,  in  8  days. 

14 do do 6,  in  8  days. 

15 do do 7,  in  8  days. 

16 do do 8,  in  8  days. 

17 do. do 8,  9,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

18 — failure. 
19— failure. 
20 — failure. 
21,  New  York  mails  of  December  10, 11, 12,  in  11  days  10  hours  9  minutes. 

21 do do 13,  in  8  days. 

22— failure. 

23,  New  York  mails  of  December  14,  15,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

24 do  do 15,  16,  in  9  days  8  hours. 

25— failure. 

26,  New  York  mails  of  December  16, 17, 18,  in  10  days  9  hours  8  minutas. 

27— failure. 

28,  New  York  mails  of  December  19,  in  9  days. 

29 do do 20,  in  9  days. 

30 do do 20,  21,  in  10  days  9  hours. 

31— failure,  .  »       .       / 

Average  time  for  December,  8  days  16  hours  56  minuter 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Months. 


Avengo  time. 


1649. 

Janvary ••...• 

February • 

March.... 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 

October 

Nofember 

i)ecember , 


JIftiMtet. 
S8 
39 
S7 
16 

e 

48 

44 
35 
45 

9a 

56 


AYerajse  time  for  the  year  for  each  mail  in  traasita,  la  estimated  from  the  data  above  to  be 
8  days  14  hours  and  54  minutes. 
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B. 

Statement  of  the  actual  time  consumed  in  the  transit  of  the  United  States 
mail  from  New  Orleans  to  New  Yorkj  from  the  20th  of  May^  1849,  to 
the  \st  of  January y  1850. 

May  5M). — No  mail  at  New  York  from  New  Orleaoa. 


July 


Jane 


21.- 

—Arrived  New  Orleans  mail  of  May  12 • 9  days. 

32 

do do do 13 9.. do. 

22. 

•  . . • .00. •••».. .00 .•••.*• .QO* •••.*14.«*«..«t.....«.......«....o.  .do. 

23. 

.  .  ■  •  .QO.  .•••••  .flO.  ••••••  .QO.  •  •  •  •  aid.  •••••••.■.••.•••••••••••  .o.  .QO. 

24. 

•  •*..do.  ••»••  ..do.  .••••••do.  •••••16.*«^^^  ••••••.••• 8.  .do. 

25. 

do.,  ••••••do.  ..•••••do..  ••••17.  .•••••• •••••••••••••8.  .do. 

26. 

do...».«.^do........do 18 ..••..•.•.• 8.  .do. 

27. 

.  ••• . do  •••.•••  .do.,  ••  •••.do.  .•••.19  •••••• .•••••.•• .....8.  .do. 

28. 

.  •••  .do do....^  •••do.  •  ••..20.  •••••••••••• 8.  .do. 

29 

. .• ado. .••... .do. •••••• .do. • ••• •21* •••••••••••• ••.••.•..•..•8«  .do. 

30.- 

—No  mail  received  from  New  Orleans. 

31.- 

-Arrived  at  New  York  roailof  May22 9.. do. 

31. 

do do do 23 • 8.  .do. 

1. 

do do do  June  23 8.  .do. 

2.. 

»•  •  •  .uo.  ••••••  .do.  •  •••  •  ••dOa*  ••  •  .24.  ••••••••••••«•••••••■•••  aS.  ado. 

3. 

•  ••••do.  »•••••  .do.  •••••••do««**^.25^««»  •••••••• •.8..  do. 

4. 

a.  ...do.....  •••do.  ..•..  ..do 26.  •••.•••  ••••••••••••••  •••.8..do. 

5.. 

—No  mail  recei?ed  from  New  Orleans. 

d — Arrived  New  Orleans  mail  of  June  27 9.  .do. 

7. 

•  • • . .Qo^ •••••• •do. •••••• ado.  • • •• •28.  •••••••.••••••••••••••••  •9.  .do. 

7., 

.••••do.^ .  •••••do.  •••  ••••do.«*»«.29«  ••••••••••• •••••••.8.  .d6. 

8. 

. . • • .do. ....••  adO^  •••••• •do. .  .      •  .30.  .aaaaa.a****  •••.....  .«..»8.  .dO. 

9. 

do.... ••..do do.  .July  1 6.. do. 

10. 

do do do.  ..do. ..2 • 8.  .do. 

11- 

-No  mail  received  from  New  Orleans.       i 

12.- 

-Arrived  New  Orleans  mail  of  July  3.. 9.  .do. 

12. 

QO^ • • •• • ••do. • a  aa • •  mUO t • ••••.%•  ••••.••••••.••••••••• .•••O.  .dO. 

13 

.....do.  ....••.  do. ..*..  ..do.  ...... 5.  •• • ••••....8.  .do. 

14. 

•  ....do ...do....^^ ••do.aaa.  ••6.. «....•  ••••..•••.•••••.•.. 8. .do. 

15. 

do do do 7 •••• 8.. do. 

16.- 

-No  mail  from  New  Orleans. 

17- 

—Arrived  New  Orleans  mail  of  July  9.««. • ••.8.«do. 

18.- 

-No  mail  from  New  Orleans. 

19. 

• .  .a.do ••••.do. 

20.- 

—Arrived  New  Orleans  mail  of  Julv  8.. ......raaaa... .•••••  ...19. .do. 

20. 

do do do 10 10.  .do. 

20. 

•  •  •  .  •  QO  ..•••••*  QO ...••••. QO ....a .11. •••.*•••     aaaac^^a •••••••. «r.. QO, 

20. 

do... do .do....  ••12. •• ,.•  8^^do. 

21.. 

i  •  •  •  ado.  ••••••  adO^  ••••••  tdO**  ••••^.••••.••••••••aa«*^»««^^^»8B  ado. 

23. 

. .. .  .do.  ••••■•  •do.  ••••••  .do^  •••..14  «•••••••.•••••••••.•••.••. 9.  .do* 

23. 

•  ..•  .do do...*. .  ..do...  ...IS^avc.^  ••.••••• ..••••  .8.. do. 

24. 

•  ••••do.^ .do.  ••••••  .do.  •••••16.^«*.  .••••• •••••..  ..8.  .do. 

25. 

do do do 17 • 8.  .do. 

26. 

. ...  .do...^...  .do. .  .•••  ..do.  •.••.18.  ••••  •••••• •..••••••8.  .do. 

27. 

•  • • ..do. •••••• •do. •••.•• .do.  aa.^a  19  •••••••••.••••••. ••••••••  .8. .do. 

28. 

• . .a.do* ••••••«do...^.^ •.do...«.  .20.  •••••.. ••••••••  .••••••••.8.  .do. 

29. 

do do do^^«.*.21 8.. do. 

30. 

. .. .  .do. • .•• ••.do.^«*^^^^do^*»»«.22...« ••••••.••••••••••.....8.  .do. 

31. 

do^ do do.  •••••23 •••••8.. do. 

1. 

do do do .  May  .24 8 . .  do. 

2. 

.  ••••do  ..••••  ••do.  ••  •••••do.  •.•••25^  •••••..  ..••••  •••••*..••. ..6.  .do. 

3. 

. . . • .do. ••..•• ado* •••••• .do. • a . • ^26.  ••••.••••••••••••••••....8.  .do. 

4. 

•  ••••do. •••••••do •«.do..a«a.27  •••••••••••••••••••••.••  8. .do. 

5. 

. ••• .do. •••••• •do. • •••••. do. •••••28..  .•••••.••..... ••••••••••8..do. 

6. 

do..^«^...do...^....do.,..  .29. ••••••••  ••••••• 8.. do. 

7. 

do do do 30 8.. do. 

8 

•  •   < .  .QO. •*•••• ado*  ...••• .do.  •  •  •.  .Ol.  .•••••••aa.»^«^«^^*»^.  .•■O.  aQOa 

9.. 

. .  •  •  ado do.  ,mn,..  .do.  June.  .1 8.  .do. 

10. 

.  •  .  a  .QO*  •  99  ^  *  »  .00.  .•••••  •dO>*^^^^.«.«^      •*••.•••••••••..  a. aa.  at5.  .QOa 

11. 

doa^^.aaaado do 3 8 . .  do. 

12. 

do doa^. do 4 8.  •do. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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t« 


June 


13 — Arrived  New  Orleans  mail  of  June 5 , • 8 


Au^uet 


do. 
..do  ., 
..do.., 
..d.>... 

..do... 
..do... 

Hi do.., 

22 do.., 

.do... 
.do... 
.do.., 
.do... 


14 
15 
16 
17 

18. 
19 
20 


24 
25 


do 

do. 

do. 

da. 

do, 

do 


do., 
do., 
•do., 
do., 
do., 
do.. 


26.... 
27.... 


do.. 

do^. 

.....do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 


29. 
30 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
11. 
H. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

15. 

17. 

19. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

21. 

24. 

23. 

24... 

25.... 

26.... 

28.... 

28.... 

29  ... 

31.... 

31.... 


..do. .......do. • 

.  .do do.. 

• .do. •••.... do. . 
..do do.. 

do do.. 

do do.. 


.do.. 

.do.. 

.do.. 

.do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
...do.. 
....do., 
....do.. 
....do. 


....6.... 
....7... 
....8... 
...9... 
...10... 
...II... 
...12... 
...13  .. 
...14... 
...16... 
...17... 
...15... 
...18... 
...19... 
...20... 
...21... 
.22. 


...8 
...8 
.  .8 
...8 
...8, 
..  8 
...8 
..  8 
...8 
...8 
...8 
..11 
...8 
.  .8 
...8 
...8 
.8 


..do.... 
. .do.... 
. .do. . .. 
• .do.. .. 
..do.... 
. .do. . . . 
..do.... 
..do.... 
• .do . • . , 
•  jlo.... 
.  .do. ... 
..do.... 
..do..., 
..do.... 
..do.. ., 
..do..., 
..do.... 
..do... 
..do..., 
..do... 
..do..., 
. .do. . . . 

.do.... 

alo.... 

.do...« 

.do  ... 

.do.... 

.do.... 

.do. ... 


September    l......do.., 

tit  •  •  •  •  .00  .  .  . 

3 do... 

6 do... 

6  .... .do. .. 

7 do... 

7 do... 

8 do... 

10. do  .. 

10.. ....do... 

12.....alo... 

13 do... 

14 do... 


15... 
15... 
16... 
17... 
le<... 
19... 
21... 
S3... 


. . .do. . . 
...do... 
. .  .do .  • . 
...do... 
...do... 
..do... 
...do... 
...do... 


• . •  .do .... 

....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
...  do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
... .do.. .. 
... .do. ... 
....do. . . . 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do... 
....do.... 
...do.... 
....do. ... 
. ...do. • . . 
....do.... 
. . . .uo. ... 
. ...do. ... 
....do.... 
...  do... 
....do.... 
...do..,. 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
. .. .do. . . • 
....do 
....do 
....do 
....do.... 
....do... 
....do.... 
. . ..do.. . . 
•• . .do. ... 
.... do ... . 
.  ••  .do. . .  .< 
. . .  do. .,. 
.  • .  .do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do..,. 


.do.  July 24 8 

.do 25 ...8 

. .do. ........ .«6. **...*.•....•..•....  o 

..uO...««.....«i......................C5 

»  . OQ .......... i£\j ...■*.....»...........0 

.."O. •••...«.  .*«f « .•  ...................O 

.  do 30 8 

.. uo*.  .......  .vA...  ................  a  a  .r^i 

. .  do..  August,  a . .  1 8 

a  a  UO  .........  ..«..........«.........«.^ 


...do.... 
. ..do.... 
...do.... 
. .  .do . . . . 
...do.... 
...do.... 

...do.... 

...do... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
. • .do. . . . 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do... . 
...do.... 
. . .do,... 
...do. ... 
...do'.... 
...do... 
...do.... 
...do..,, 
.do,... 


.'.'.'.'is.!.'.!! 

....10 

....11 

....1-2 

8 

....13 

....14 

«  * .  . Id.  .  •  .  •  • 

»• . .16.  •  •  • .. 

....17 

....18 

!  .1*20*. '.'.'.'.'. 

....24 

. . .  .«.>•  • . .  • . 

....26 

....27 

....28 


.v.v.v.y.v,  6 

8 

8 

13 

8 

8 

8 

...........  -O 

8 

.  ........... Pi 

9 

...........  '%5 

8 

.........a  aO 

la...  ......      O 

10 

........... .2f 

9 

...... QO .......... vU ..................... .o 

..do 31 .8 

. .  do..September  1. 9 

..do 2 8 

..do 4 8 

■  .  flO  .........  ...St.  .....  a....  .........lU' 

. .do ......... ..9. .................. ...9' 

..do 6 9 

.  .00  ...........  f...a.................    0< 

.  .QO..«........  O*  ....................   u 

•  .00.  ...... ....9. .*....,«..... .......  .CS' 

. . QO* .........Iv... *••...«..•.... .....v. 

..«o U... 8 

..dO*.........l«......«. ••.....••••■«•*'' 

..do 13 I0< 


day*. 
..do. 

do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 

.d». 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.no. 
..do. 

do. 

da. 

do. 

..do. 

do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

ado. 
..do. 

.doa 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 
do. 

.do. 

.do. 
do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 

.<io, 

.do. 

.do. 
..do. 

.do. 
..do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do, 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

do. 

.do. 

.da 
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Stptamber  23. — Arrived  New  Orleans  mail  of  September  14 9  d«7t. 

23 do do do 15 8.. do. 

2Ju do do do 16 9 .  .do. 

25. do. •••••••do. •  •do 17. •••••.•••••••••••••.  .8.  .do. 

26 do do do 18 8.. do. 

28 do do do 19 •  •  • .  9 .  .do. 

28 do do do 20 8.. do. 

•do. .  ••  ...do do 21 8.  .do. 

•do do do 22 8.. do. 

.do do do 23 8..  do. 

.do do do 24 H..do. 


October 


3- 


29., 
30 
1.. 

2  , 

3  . 
4 

5.. 
6  , 
7., 
8  . 
9.. 

10  . 

IK, 

J2  . 

13.. 

15., 

15... 

16  . 

17., 

18.. 

19.. 

20.. 

21.. 

22  . 

23., 

25.. 

26  . 
26.. 

27  , 
28.. 
29.. 
30.. 


..do... 
..do.^^ 
•.do... 
..do.. .. 
..do. • . I 
..do.,.. 
..do. . •, 
do..., 
•.do^« . . 
•.do^.., 
..do..., 
..do.... 
..do.... 
. ...do..«i 

.do..^. 

.do.... 


.••.do.^. 
••••do.. • 
••••do.^^ 
•••.do... 
••••do..^, 
•• ••do.^ •. 
....do.... 
•• ••do.. .. 
••••do  .. 
••••do^.^, 
•••.do.^., 
••••do... 
. . . .do. . • , 
• •••do, . • 
••••do^.., 
do. 


••••do.... 
,••  •.do^^., 
••..do.^ • 
• • •.do. • . • 
. ...do.  .•• 
.do... 


.25... 
.26.. • 
.27... 
.28.^. 
•29.  • 
....30. 


8.. do. 

.....8    do. 

8.. do. 

.....8. .do. 
....8. .do. 
.8. 


•  ••.do.  ••October  1 8 

. • . .do.  ••••••••. .2. •••••••••.•••••••••« .8. 

« • ■ .QO.  •••••••••• O. ••••••••■••••* •.••••.O* 

do 4 8. 

•  •  •  .  ClO.  •••.•••••. d. •..*.••  ......•.•.••.c 


.do. 
.do. 
•do^ 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do 6 9..  do. 

. do.  •••••..  •••7. •«.... ...a.  a. ........0*«00« 

•do*^ •••••••.. 8. ..••.••..*..••••.. •..8. .do. 

•do  ••••■••••. 9 •••••••. •••«••••• 8. .do* 

•do 10. 8.  .do. 


.do do do 1 1 ; .  8 .  .do. 


....do.. 

....do.... 

...  do.... 

....do..^. 

....do.^^^ 

.•..do.... 

•••.do. . . • 

..•.do.... 

.••.do..^^ 

.•..do... 

.•..do.^.. 


.do. 

•do^ 

•do. 
.•■do.. 
...do.. 
> ••do. . 
. • .do^ • 
>..do^^ 
.•.do.. 
. ..do.. 

•do.. 


.do. 
...do., 
.•.do.. 
.  •  .do.. 
...do. 
» •  .do.  • 
. ..do^^ 
.•.do.. 
...do.. 
.  •  .do. . 
. .  .do.. 


•  t*  • 

41. 


November    1 do do do. 


1 

2  . 
3.. 
4.. 

5.. 
6^ 
7.. 

8.. 


.do.^.. 

.••do 

...do 

...do 

.••.do 

>  ••.do. • ... 
...do 

...do 


..do., 
•.do., 
•  .do  . 
...do., 
,  ..do^. 
••do.. 

.do. 

.do. 


..do.^. 

do... 

do. •« 

. . . . .  .do.  •  • 

• do.  •  • 

do. . . 

do... 

do... 


9 »do do .do  November  1. 

10 do do do 2. 

11 do do do.^«  3. 

13 do. .  • .  •  •  •  .do do 4. 

13. 
14. 
15. 
16^ 
17 


.12. 
•• . . 14. ..•«... • 

....15 

•...16. •••••••• 

l!!!i9*!!!!!!!! 
....20 

'•'!!23.'!!!!!!;!! 

....24 

....25 

....^ 

....27 

..•.28 

;!!!3o!.'!!!!!!! 
.31 


••..8. .do. 

8.  •do. 

8. .do. 

8.  •do. 

9..iio. 

9.. do. 

8 

8, 

8 

• .  . .  .o 

8 

9 

8, 


•do. 
•do^ 
.do. 
.do^ 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


8. .do. 

8. .do. 

8. .do. 

.8.. do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
•do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


..do., 
••do., 
••do., 
•.do.. 

.  •  •  •  aQO  •  • 


19. •••••do..«« 

20 do.... 

21. •••••do.... 
21 do.... 

.6«.  .  .  a  •  .00 .... 

23 do.... 

24. ... v.do. . . . 
25.  a  •  •  •  .do*  •  •  • 

26 do.  • .. 

27. do.... 

28.  •  •  •  •  ado.  a  a  • 

SO do.... 

30 do.... 


...do., 

>  a  a  .do.  .  . 

....do.., 
> . .  .do  .  • 

a  a  ado  •• 
a  a  ado   .  a 

.••.do  •• 
.  • .  .do  .  • 
....do  .. 
. .•.do  .. 
.•..do  .. 
....do  •• 
..••do  •• 
>  •  •  .do  . . 
.•*.do  .. 
..  .do  •• 

....do. a 


...do... 
...do... 
. ..do.^. 
.  ••do.^^ 
.  ••do. • • 
.  ..do.^. 
...do... 
...do... 
...do.^. 
...do... 
. ••do.^^ 
...do..^ 
...do  .. 
. .  •do .  •  • 
...do.^. 
...do..^ 
••.do... 
...do... 


.  •  •  •  •  .b . .  •  • 

••••••!,••• 

.  •  • .  •  .0. . .  • 

'.iy.'io!!!! 
!!!!.*i2.*!.'! 

13.... 

14.... 

15.... 

16.^.^ 

17.... 

18.... 

19.... 

20.... 

21.... 

22.... 


8. 

b. 

8. 

8. 

e. 

8. 

9. 

8. .do. 

. ..  ..8.  .do. 

8. .do. 

>. . .  .8. .do. 
,  • . . .8. •do. 

9. .do. 

9.. do. 

.  .  a  .  .d.  .do. 

8.. do. 

8. 

8.. 

a • . . .O* • 

8. 

..•;.8..do. 

8. .do. 

8. .do. 

9.. do. 

8.  .do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do 
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Deeenber  1.— i 

3. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
13. 
13. 
15. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
16. 
90. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
27. 
27. 
27. 
27. 


>•••  •do* 
....do. 
, . •• .do. 
.....do 

,  .  a.  .do. 

I  • •• .do. 
do. 

•  •  •  .do . 

do. 

,  •• ..do. 
.....do. 
>  .• • .do. 
. . • ..do. 

•  •• .do. 
,,...do. 
••••do. 
••••do. 
••••do. 


NewOileaMiD«ilofNoT«mber93 ••••••••.•••8 


•do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


•••••■• 


80. 
31. 
31. 


.do. 

•  ••  ado. 
• • • ado. 

• • • .do. 

•  •  •  •do  • 

•  •  •  ado  . 

. .  •  .do. 

>.  •  .ado* 
a . • sdO. 
'•••ado. 

....do. 

> • • a  adOa 


..do 
•  •do  • 

•  .do  •  a  a  • 
a  ado  .  •  a  . 

•  »dO  .  a  a . 
.  .do  a  •  •  • 
. ado  •  ••• 

.do. 


do. 

......do. 


iQO.  .......  •<«4.  •••....•..•.•••••••. .o 

QO •••••.... *0 . a.. .•••... ...•..•••••o 

ado.,  .a  a.  a  a. 26 •••.... ...8 

.00.  ....... .«7 ...••..•••••  ••••......O 

.QO.  a  .  a  •  a  •  .  •<CCI.  a. ..a.. *•••••••••.. a .9 

.GO  a  a  .  .  •• . ..4^  a .• .••>•....••«.  .  ... . aOi 

.QO. aa...aa. wU. ••aa......a..^.*....aO( 

ado  December  1 .••••.'•..8. 

.QO. .....«•..«•..... ................O 

.do 3 8 


•do.  •< 
.do... 
•do... 

•  do.  a 

•do... 
•do. 


4 

•.•.•..^.•••» 

•  •••..   .V.  •  .  •• 

•..••••l.««.^ 
•••••• .O. • • • . 

•  •••••    «l..  •  •  • 

•  •••..  Ill*  .  .  .  . 
11. 


dftys. 
>.do. 
..do. 
..do. 
,.do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
•do. 
..do. 
do. 


••• •.••*• 


..8.  .do. 

.8  .do. 

•9.. do. 
1 .8.  .do. 
.  .8.  .do. 
..8.  .do. 

.8.. do. 

.9.. do. 


.  .  .QO  .......  .QO*  ■•••••a.  1<*.  aaaaaa^  *•••.••..••••  •«>.  .QO. 

..do do 13 8. .do. 

.do. 


.do. 


ado. 


.14. 


.8. 


•  •  •  a  • 


do do 15 8.. do. 

•  aQO   »  9 • * • m  » sQO^ ••••••••lO. •«••••••■•••.  a  .••••■  11.  .QO. 

.  .do  ••••••• sQO. •.•••••. lla..^*. .•••••. •••...«.  Iv. .Q0> 

QO  ....... .QO. ..•••••• ]o> ••••.••..••.•.... ..a*™* .QO. 


.do 


•do 19.. 8.  .do. 


•  •  aQO  a  a ••  • • • aQO^  a  a • .  • • • »JU» aaa^^^a.aa.aaaa.a^^aaO*  sQO. 

...do do 21 9. .do. 

•  • .00 •••••••  •QO. ....... mmm* •.•.•.........••.•.  .«!. .Q0» 

...do do 23 8.. do. 


Aggregate :  226  mails  in  1,868  da]^*. 

The  aver8g;e  time  for  the  portion  of  the  year  1849  embraced  in  the  foregoing  tablet,  fbr  each 
mail  in  transila  to  New  Yorlc,  is  eatimated  from  the  data  above  to  be  eight  daya  six  hoara  and 
twenty  minotea ;  and  for  the  other  foar  montha  of  the  same  year,  eight  daya  thirteen  hoora 
and  twenty-one  minutes. 

The  general  average  for  the  year  is  eight  days  aint  hours  and  two  minutes. 


B — Continued. 


January 


received  ftom  New  Orleane. 

New  Orleans  mail  of  December  29  .••••••  • •• . .  .10.  .do. 

•  •  aQO.  .•••.••*•  .QO.  a  ....  •  a*!!  .•....••.....•.  a*,  a. •«!.  .00* 

..do of  Janaary      1 • • 9.. do. 

do 2...  •••...•• 8..do^ 


1. — ^Arrived 
2.— No  mail 

3 do.. 

4. — Arrived 
5.  • a • • .do. • 

6.  • •  •••do.  a 

6 do.. 

7. — ^No  mail 

8.— Arrived 

9. ..•••do.. 

10  ..  ..do.. 

I0...,..d0aa 

11 do.. 

12 do.. 

12 do.. 

18. — ^Nd  mail 

14 do.. 

15. — Arrived 
1$. — No  mail 
17.— Arrived 
17*. do.^ 

17. ••a.^do. a 

17 do.^ 

18 do.. 

i9^No  mail 


New  Orleans  mail  of  December  23 9  days. 

received  from  New  Orleans. 

a  a  a  •  a  .QOa  ••«•»•  m  %  •  aQO. 

New  Orleans  mail  of  December  2S 10.  .do. 

ado.  a  a.....  a  a  adO  .  .  aaa^  •  .26.  a  a  •  a  aaaa^^a.aa^a.  ••I0..d0. 

QO  ••••*....•  aOO  ■  ••••...  Jtl  ..••••••...••..••...  lU  •  .QO. 

do do 28 9.  .do. 


•do. 


•do.^. of  December 30 12. .do. 

•do of  January      3 • 9. .do. 

.do do.  •...•...  4 8.  •do. 


received  from  New  Orleans. 

.  •  •  •  •  •QO.  a  a  a*.  ..  •  •  •QO. 

New  Orleans  mail  of  January  6 10 .  .do. 

received  from  New  Orleans. 

New  Orieans  mail  of  January  6 11.  .do. 

a  *.  a  a  aQOa  aaa....a.  tWi*  aa....l. 

.  a  •  •  •  .do.  .  .  •• do.  •  ;  .  .  •  .8. 

•  •••^.dO.a^^ dO.a.aaa     9. 

do do 10. 

reestved  from  New  Orlesos. 


..10. do. 
...9.  .do. 

•  a. 8.  .do. 

•  a.8^^do. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


18 


[62] 


Jftouary     90.~i 


February 


BCarch 


90.~jLrriT«lN6wOri«ttMiiMiIof  JaninrTll 

9  dayv. 

90 do do 

■  .  .  .GO.  .  •  •  •  .  13f^  •••••■• 

8..do. 

9l.~No  maO  received  from  New  Orleana. 

99 do do 

...do. 

93.— Arrived  New  Orleant  ma 

il  of  January  13. 

••••••••••. •••10. .do. 

93 do do 

....do 14 

9. .do. 

94 do do 

.••.do. .....15 

»••••••••• 9..  do. 

94 do do 

....do 16 

8. .do. 

95 do Uo 

..•.do 17 

8. .do. 

96.  ••■.  .do .do.. 

.•..do 18 

8..do. 

97 do do 

....do 19 

•••••••••••••••o.. do* 

98 do... do 

.  •  •  .00.  •  a  •  .  .'■U.  •••••.• 

.••••..••••••••8. .do. 

99 do do 

.•..do 91 

8. .do. 

1 do do 

.•..do 99 

10. .do. 

9 do do..*.... 

..•.do 93 

10. .do. 

9. .... .do.. ...... do. •••... 

. • • .do.  •  •  • a .•4.  • • .  a  a • • 

9. .do. 

5. • ... .do, ..a.... do  ••••... 

.a.adO 95 

•  • 11. .do. 

d  •  •  •  .  .  .410  .......  aOO.  .  .  .  •  .  • 

,,,do 96 

10  .do. 

5 do do 

.  .• •do. • • •••97. ••••••• 

9. .do. 

6..  ••••do .do.* 

..•.do.^..^.98 

9..d'>. 

6 do do 

.•..do 99 

>•••...•• 8.  .do. 

8. • • •. .do. ...... .do.  ••«..« 

.•..do 30 

• 9. .do. 

9 do do 

•  ••ado 31 

9.. do. 

19 do do 

.of  February  1 

9..do. 

10 do do 

....do ..9 

...•...••■•••• .0. •do* 

19 do do 

...•do 3 

9.ado. 

19..*.. .do*. ••••..do. •••... 

....do 4 

8. .do. 

14 do do 

.•..do.. 5 

9. .do. 

14 do do 

....do 6 

8..do. 

15......  do... do 

....do 7 

8.. do. 

17. ... .  .do.  •.••••  .do.  .«..•• 

....do 8 

9. .do. 

17 do do 

,  •  •  .do  ..•••..9 

8..doa 

19 do do 

....do 10 

9. .do. 

19 do do 

1 • • .do ••••••II. .••.■•• 

.'. 8. .do. 

91 do... .....do 

...do 19 

9. .do. 

91 do do 

•  •  •do.  •  • ••  a 18a  aa ■•  .  .  • 

8..do 

99 do do 

...do 14 

8. .do. 

93 do do 

.•.do 15 

8..do. 

94.. .  •.  .do.  •  ••••  ••do.  .••...• 

•••do.. ••••16. ..••.•• 

•  aaa.  .••••••. .8.. dO. 

96 do..^^  ....do....... 

•  .  •do  .••••.17.aaaaaa*.  1 

••••••9.  .do. 

1^ do do  

....do 18 

»•• •••.•..8.  .do. 

97 do do 

....do 19 

8. •do. 

So. • • •. .do.  ••.... .do.  ...... 

..••do 90 

8. .do. 

9 do .do 

• • .do* •••••91. ••••••• 

.••••••••••••• *9» •Q0» 

4 do do 

.••.do 99 

lO^.do. 

5. . .  • .  .do. do« ...... 

.•••do 94 

.••• 9. .do. 

6. ...••do. •••... .do 

.  a • ado.  .  • • •  .93. ..«•••• 

lla.do. 

7 do do 

...do 96 

9. .do. 

8 do do 

t • • .do* •« •• .97. •»•»•»» 

9..do. 

8 do.. do 

....do 98 

8. .do. 

9 .... • .do. ...••. .do 

•of    March    1 

.•••   aaa.^***.  ••8..d0. 

10 do do 

..••do 9 

8..do. 

11 do do 

• • • aQO. .•.••.^••••••••i 

8. .do. 

13 do do 

a  a. do. •••••. 4.^^«..^^ 

9aadO. 

13. ••••.do. •••... .do. ...... 

•  •ado 5 

aaa aaa  •.8^«dO^ 

14. .••• .do. •••  ....do.. 

1 • •  .do. •••••.6. ••••••• 

8.  .do. 

15 do do 

.•..do 7 

■•••••••.••.••.8a •do. 

16 do.. do 

. •• .do. .•aaa.8aaaaaa«» 

»••••• ••••••• ••8. .do. 

17.*.«. .do. . .•••••do. ...... 

. • • a 00 a ••••a.9aa^^^^^^ 

8..do. 

17 do do.^ 

t •••do. •••••lO^^ •••••• 

.• 7.. do. 

19. ....  .do^^^ do. • 

•  ..do 11 

.•••••••••••aa .8a  adOa 

90. . •••  .do. •••••• .do* •••... 

.•••do 19 

8. ado. 

91 do. •••••.. do 

.•••do 1.3 

•  m •• a  »m» •••• •.8..dO. 

93.  •••■  .do... ..  ••  .do •• 

..  a  ado.  .aa^.]4.* • 

.•••••••••••••.9. .do. 

36. do.  ••••••  cdo.  •••..• 

. • • adO^ • • • ..15. ••••••• 

••li.adO* 

96.  •  •  Acado.  .•«•••  .do^  •••... 

. •• •do*  »  t^m •16* •■••••• 

I0..do. 

9d.*««^  ado.  ■•■.••  .do^  •••... 

.•••do 17 

•  •*••••••••••. 9^  sdo. 

Sid.  •  •  ••  •Oo.  ••■•••  •uO^  •••... 

.•••do^ •••••]8^ ••••••• 

.••••••••••%• ••O^ •uO. 

97. •••••do^ •••••••do. ••••.• 

••• •do* •••••19^ ••••.•• 

»••■•••*••••**. 8* •do. 

<R9*«  ••••ttOfl  •  •••  •  ••uOf  ••#••• 

•••  do«««t«»90« •••■§•• 

»•#•##•••••••• •8. fldo* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


[62] 


14 


March 

30 — Arrive' d  New  Orleans  mail 

April 

1 do.... 

....do 

1 do.... 

....do 

2 do.... 

....do 

2 do... 

....do 

3 do.... 

....do 

5 do.... 

. ..do 

5 do.... 

....do 

6 do.... 

....do 

7 do.... 

...  do 

8 do.... 

. ...do 

9 do.... 

....do. 

10 do.... 

....do 

]l do.... 

...  do 

12 do.... 

....do  

13 do.... 

....do 

14 do.... 

....do 

16 d...... 

....do 

16 do  ... 

....do 

18 do.... 

....do 

19 do  ... 

....do  

20 do.... 

....do 

20 do.... 

....do 

21 do.... 

....do 

22 do.... 

....do........ 

23 do.... 

. .  •  .do 

24 do.... 

....do 

2.S do.... 

....do 

26 do.... 

....do 

27 do.... 

....do 

28 do.... 

....do 

29 do.... 

....do 

30 do.... 

...do 

May 

1 do.... 

....do 

2. do.... 

....do 

3 do.... 

....do 

4 do.... 

....do........ 

5 do... 

....do 

6 do.... 

....do 

7 do.... 

...do 

8 do     .. 

....do 

9 do.... 

....do 

10 do.... 

....do 

11 do.... 

....do 

12 do.... 

. •• .do 

13 do.... 

. . . .do.  .••.... 

14 f!o.... 

....do........ 

15 do.... 

....do 

16 do.... 

....do *, 

17 do.... 

. . .  .do. . . .«. .. 

• 

IS do.... 

....do 

19 do..,. 

....do........ 

.22. 
.25. 
.26. 
.27. 
.23. 


tofMarah3l 
....do. ...23 
....do. ...24 

...do. 

....do. 

...do. 

....do. 

...do. 

....do.... 29 

do.... .30 

.do...  31 

.of  April    1 

....do 2 

. . .  .d'> 3 

..do 4 

....do... .  5 
....do.... .6 

...do 7 

....do 8 

. .  .do.  • .  ..9 
...do. ...10 
...do. ...11 
...do  ...12 
..do. ...13 
...do. ...14 
...do. ...15 
...do. ...16 
...do. ...17 
...do.. ..18 
....do. ...19 
..  do.... 20 
...do. ...21 
...do.... 22 
....do.... 23 
....do. ...24 
....do. ...25 
...do.... 26 
...do. ...27 
...do.... 28 
...do..,. 29 
...do.... 30 
.of   May    1 

....do 2 

•  •  .do 3 

. .  .do 4 

.,  ..do 5 

....do 6 

...do 7 

...do. 

...do. 

..do. 

..do. 


.8. 
...9. 

..in. 
..11. 


...9  days. 

...9.. do. 

...8. .do. 

..II. .do. 

...8.. do. 
....8.. do. 

...9. do. 

...8. .do. 

...8. .do. 

...8. .do. 

...8.. do. 

...8    do. 

...8.. do. 

...8.. do. 

...8. .do. 

...8  .do. 
....8. .do. 
....9. .do. 

...8. do. 

...9. .do. 

...9. .do. 

...9. .do. 
...8. .do. 
....8. .do. 

...8.. do. 

...H..do. 

...8  .do. 

...8. .do. 

...8.. do. 

...8.. do. 

...8.. do. 

...8. .do. 
....8. .do. 
....8.. do. 
....8. .do. 

.  .8. .do. 

...8. do. 
....8. .do. 
.,..8. .do. 

...8. .do. 

...8. .do. 

...8.. do. 

...8.. do. 

...P.  .do. 

...8..do. 

...8.. do. 
....8.  .do. 

...8.  .do. 

...8. .do. 

...8.. do. 

...8.. do. 

...8. .do. 
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Letter  from  the  Pont  master  GeneraU  transmitting  statements  showing  the 
number  of  failures  of  the  mail  between  Washington  and  New  Orleans^ 
and  probable  cost  of  runnin£^  a  daily  express  mail  between  GriJ/in,  in 
Georgia  J  and  Mobile y  Alabama, 

Post  Office  Department,  March^  1850. 

Sir:  The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  of 
February  instructs  me  to  communicate  to  that  House  "what  number  of 
failures  of  the  mail  have  occurred  on  the  route  between  the  cities  of 
Washington  and  New  Orleans,  during  each  of  the  years  ending  on  the 
31st  December,  1848  and  1849,  respectively;  at  what  point  or  points  on 
said  route  such  failures  occurred,  by  what  cause  or  causes  they  were  o(;- 
casioned,  and  by  what  means,  if  any,  their  recurrence  may  be  prevent- 
ed." 

The  next  resolution  is  in  the  words  following: 

"  Rcsoloed,  That  said  Postmaster  General  be  requested  to  report  the 
probable  cost  of  ruiming  a  daily  express  mail  on  liorseback  for  letters 
only,  between  Griffin,  in  Georgia,  and  Mobile." 

in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  said  resolution,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  herewith  a  table,  marked  A,  presenting  a  portion  of  the  intbrma- 
lion  desired  by  the  House,  in  detail.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  at  the 
same  time,  to  acconjpany  it  with  some  explanatory  remarks,  which  the 
nature  of  the  service  seems  to  render  necessary  to  a  proper  appreciation 
of  the  obstacles  which  prevent  its  more  regular  and  exact  performance. 

Tlie  great  southern  mail  is  transported  oa  this  line  over  a  distance  of 
1,438  miles  in  steamboats,  railroad  cars,  and  coaches,  viz:  by  steamboat 
hence  to  Aquia  creek, 54  miles;  thence  by  radroad  to  Wilmington, N.  C, 
32(i  miles;  thence  by  steamboat  to  Cliarleston,  S.  C,  178  miles;  thence 
by  railroad  to  Griffin,  Geo.,  356  miles;  thence  by  coach  to  Opelika,  Ala., 
96  miles;  thence  by  railroad  to  Montgomery,  Ala,,  67  miles;  thence  by 
coach  to  Stockton,  Ala.,  163  miles;  and  thence  by  steamboat  to  New 
Orleans,  198  miles;  the  service  on  the  whole  line  between  Washington 
and  ISew  Orleans  being  performed  under  eleven  distinct  and  separate 
contracts,  ea^h  having  annexed  to  it,  as  a  material  part  thereof,  a  schedule 
of  departures  and  arrivals  by  which  the  respective  contractors  are  to  be 
governed. 

The  number  of  failures  on  these  important  mail  routes  depends  in  a 
great  measure  on  tlie  seasons  and  such  contingencies  as  ice,  fogs,  tide, 
stoniis,  and  accidents  to  the  machinery  on  railroads  and  in  steamboats. 
The  speed  required  over  these  routes  is  so  great,  and  the  connexions  so 
close,  that  any  of  these  causes  producing  but  a  slight  detention  cannot 
be  overcome,  and  a  disconnexion  of  the  mails  is  inevitable. 

The  roads  over  which  the  service  is  performed  in  coaches  between 
Griffin,  Geo.,  and  Opelika,  Ala.,  and  between  Montgomery  and  Stockton, 
Ala.,  are  represented  as  being  frequently  almost  impasbable  in  the  fall, 
winter,  and  spring,  for  vehicles  of  any  knid,  being  entirely  unimproved, 
there  being  neither  turnpikes  nor  bridges.  Complaints  were  received  at 
the  department,  during  the  past  season,  of  failures  between  Giiffin  and 
Opelika,  occasioned,  it  was  said,  by  the  carelessness  and  inefficiency  of 
the  contractors,  whom  the  department  had  always  regarded  as  energetic 
and  able  lo  perform  the  service.   An  agent  was  immediately  despatched  to 
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ascertain  whether  they  had  relaxed  their  exertions,  or  had  become  less 
able  to  do  their  duty  than  they  were  known  to  have  been  in  former  sea- 
sons. It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  agent ,  who  made  thorough  ex- 
amination into  the  causes  of  the  complaints,  that  the  dissatisfaction  with 
the  contractors  arose  mainly  from  their  determination  to  send  on  the  mailS) 
though  often  doubled  and  trebled  by  failures  on  the  connecting  routes, 
to  the  inconvenience  and,  doubtless,  great  annoyance  of  passengers. 

In  answer  to  the  second  resolution,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the 
department  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  probable  cost  of  running  an 
express  mail  on  horseback,  for  letters  only,  between  Griffin  and  Mobile, 
unless  by  assuming  that  the  expense  of  a  similar  enterprise  would  not 
now  exceed  the  rate  of  the  cost  of  the  express  mail  run  in  1837  in  the 
same  section  of  country.  By  a  report  to  me  from  the  Contract  Office,  it 
appears  that  the  sum  paid  at  that  time,  for  the  distance  between  Ghiffin  and 
Mobile,  was  $68,922  per  annum,  or  at  the  rate  of  $191  a  mile.  It  is  not 
believed  that  contracts  could  now  be  effected  on  more  favorable  terms. 

The  authority  of  the  department,  however,  to  establish  a  mail  of  that 
description,  is  doubted,  the  law  prescribing  triple  rates  of  postage,  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  the  express,  having  been  repealed. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  a  call  by  the  Senate  for  similar  information  was 
answered  by  the  late  Postmaster  General,  under  date  15th  February, 
1848.  His  answer,  embracing  all  the  particulars  which  are  the  subjects 
of  inquiry  in  the  present  resolution,  will  be  found  in  "Senate  Docu- 
ments," 1st  session  30th  Congress,  Doc.  No.  26.  Permit  me  to  refer  to 
that  report  for  more  full  views  of  tfie  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  bbedient  servant, 

J.  COLLAMER,  Postmaster  General. 

To  the  Hon.  Howell  Cobb, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentcUives. 
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A. 

R^ort  o/failttres  of  the  mail  between  Washingiony  D.  C,  and  New  Or- 
leans, to  conned  on  ike  several  routes  between  these  jpoints,/or  the  year 
1849,  wUh  the  causes  of  these  failures. 

GOING  SOUTH. 

At  Richmond,  January  4,  5, 10, 12, 13  14, 16. — Ice  on  the  river,  and 

I                      *  snow  on  the  track. 

1                     ^'  March  28,  29. — Steamer  grounded. 

'^  September  27. — ^Damage  to  steamboat 

*<  October  7.— Cars  oflf  the  track. 

I                    ^'  December  2. — Sleet  and  snow. 
At  Petersburg,  February  18.— Cars  off  the  track. 

^^  March  11. — Waited  at  Richmond  for  northern  mail,  and 

t  explosion. 

*'  March  18. — ^Waited  at  Richmond  for  northern  mail. 

^'  November  11. — Cars  off  the  track, 
r        At  Weldon,  February  18. — Snow  on  the  track, 

[                  *^  June  14. — Axle  of  tender  broke, 

f                  *'  July  12,  13.— Cars  off  the  track, 

t                  '^  July  15. — Collision  of  trains. 

'^  August  9. — Cars  off  the  track, 

*^  December  31. — Sleet  and  snow. 
,        At  Wilmington,  January  4, 10, 12.— Snow  on  the  track. 

1                    '^  February  19. — Snow  on  the  track. 

'^  March  1. — Engine  off  the  track. 

"  Sept.  18.        Do.        do. 

*'  Nov.  13. — Accident  to  the  train. 

"  Dec.  17.— Cars  off  the  track. 

*^  Dec.  31. — Snow  on  the  track. 
At  Charleston,  Jan.  6. — ^Waited  at  Wilmington  for  the  cars, 

"  Jan.  6. — Bad  weather. 

''  Feb.  1,  2,  3,  7,  27.— Bad  weather. 

"  March  7, 12.— Dense  fog. 

"  March  21,  22.— Head  winds. 

*'  April  16.— Detained  at  Wilmington  by  storm. 

^'  April  18. — ^Wind  and  heavy  sea. 

*^  June  30 . — Steamer  arrived  m  time,  but  flie  cars  had  gone . 

<^  July  2.                  Do.               do,               do. 

*'  July  22. — ^Heavy  wind. 

*'  August  16. — ^Do.    do. 

«  Sept.  4, 19,  20,  21  .—Heavy  wind. 

*'  Sept.  30. — Heavy  wind,  and  late  start. 

«'  Oct.  1,  2,  7,  21, 16,  30.— Heavy  wind. 

*^  Nov.  3.— Steamer  arrived  in  time,  but  the  care  had  gtiat. 

'*  •  Nov.  9,  30. — ^Heavy  wind  and  sea. 

*'  Dec.  3.           Do.           do. 

«  Dec.  20.— Fog. 

"  Dec.  22, 23,  24.— Heavy  wind  and  sea. 
Ex.— 2 
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At  Augusta,  Sept.  26. — ^Accident  to  the  tender. 

*'         Dec.  17,  26. — Cars  broke  down. 
At  Atlanta,  March  20. — Engine  ran  off  the  track. 

*'  Oct.  7. — Engine  broke. 

"         Dec.  14^  16,  27,  31. — Accidents  to  the  engine. 
At  Montgomery,  Sept.  29. — Cars  off  the  track. 

'<  Oct.  18.  Do.        do. 

At  Mobile,  July  13. — Bad  roads  and  heavy  rains. 

^*         Nov.  19. — No  explanation. 

^'         Dec.  19. — Accumulation  of  several  mails  at  Montgomery. 
At  New  Orleans,  Dec.  18.— Steamer  grounded. 

RecapitukUwHy  1849— ^oing^  StmiK. 


aile( 

i  to  connect  at  Richmond,  Virginia, 

12  times. 

i< 

Petersburg,         <' 

4    '< 

ct 

Weldon,N.  Carolina,  7    '< 

a 

Wilmington,       ** 

9    <^ 

n 

Charleston,  S.  Car.; 

36    '^ 

a 

Augusta,  Georgia, 

3    <^ 

i< 

Atlanta,  .        " 

6    '^ 

11 

Montgomery,  Ala., 

2    '^ 

i< 

Mobile,               ^' 

3    « 

u 

Total 

New  Orleans,  La., 

1     '< 

83  times. 

Report  of  failures  of  the  mail  between^  New  Orleans  and  Washington y 
b.  C,  to  connect  on  the  several  routes  between  these  points j/or  the 
year  1849,  with  the  causes  of  t/iese  failures. 

COMING  NORTH. 

At  Mobile,  January  7, 16, 12,  24,  26.— Grounded  at  Pass  Christian. 
"         February  28. — No  explanation. 
"         December  10. — Boat  aground. 
At  Montgomery,  Jan.  29. — ^Mail  wagon  broke  down. 
^*  March  26. — High  water. 

«  July,  5, 11, 17,  22,  23,  24,  28,  31  .—Very  bad  road*. 

"  August  19. — Stace  upset. 

*^  August  25. — High  water. 

At  Griffin,  January  4.  6y  10, 11, 12, 17, 18,  26.— Very  bad  roads. 

*^         October  21. — Very  bad  roads. 
At  Augusta,  August  26. — Cars  ran  off  the  track. 
<<         Dec.  14. — Bridge  broke  down. 
"         Dec.  26.— Cars  ran  off  the  track. 
At  Charleston,  Feb.  10.— Do.  do. 

'<  March  3.— Do.  do. 

'^  March  90. — Locomotive  broke  down. 

"  July  16.— Engine  ran  off  the  track. 
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At  Charleston,  Nov.  26. — ^Engine  ran  off  the  track. 

"  Dec.  16.— Do.  do. 

At  Wilmington,  Jan.  1,  2,  3,  4. — Venr  bad  weather. 
'^  Jan.  11. — Head  wind. 

"  Jan.  14,  20. — MachiAery  of  the  boat  broke. 

"  Jan.  19. — No  boat  to  leave  Charleston  the  18th, 

'*  Feb.  1,  23,  27,  28.-.Head  winds  and  fog. 

*<  March  1,  3,  4,  5,  22,  23,  27.— Head  winds  and  fog. 

"  April  2,  15,  16, 17.— Head  winds  and  fog. 

^'  May  18,  19,  20. — Head  winds  and  heavy  sea. 

''  Julys,  4.16,17.— Do.  do.      . 

*^  Sept.  2, 3, 4, 11 ,  12, 19, 20.— Head  winds  and  heavy  sea. 

"  Sept.  22. — No  boat  to  leave  Charleston. 

"  Oct.  21,  22,  29.— Heavy  gales. 

«  Nov.  10,  16,  17,  18.— Heavy  gales. 

«  Dec.  12, 31.— Heavy  gales. 

"  Dec.  30. — Detained  at  sea  relieving  the  "Crescent  City," 

in  distress. 
At  Weldon,  Jan.  9. — Snow  storm. 

"  Feb.  9. — Engine  disordered. 

"         Feb.  18. — Snow  on  the  track. 
''         March  2. — Waited  at  Wilmington  for  the  steamer. 
'*         March  23. — Engine  burst. 
''     •    Aug.  25. — Engine  ran  off  the  track. 
*^         Dec.  31. — Snow  on  the  tack. 
At  Petersburg,  Feb.  19.— Do.  do. 

^^  March  21  .—Part  of  the  road  burnt 

^'  April  23. — Car  ran  over  a  cow. 

'^  July  14. — Collision  of  trains. 

'*  Aug.  9, 17. — Cars  ran  off  the  track- 

"  Sept.  8.— Do.  do. 

^'  Dec.  31. — Snow  and  sleet  on  the  track 

At  Richmond,  May  29. — Engine  burst. 
^'  Sept  26.— Do.  do. 

"  Dec.  25. — Engine  broke  down. 

"  Dec.  31. — Snow  on  the  track. 

At  Washington,  January  4,  5,6,  10,  11,  12, 13, 14, 15. — Ice  on  the  Po- 
tomac. 
"  March  2,  4. — Great  number  of  passengers  caused  delay. 

^^  March  27.— Gale  of  wind. 

«^  March  28. — ^Waited  on  the  railroad  for  train  going  South. 

"  March  1 1 ,  29.— Boat  grounded. 

«  March  30- — Waited  in  Washington  for  northern  mail,  and 

late  in  getting  off,  which  caused  a  late 
return  to  Washington  the  same  evening- 
"  May  14. — Slow  boat  on  the  river. 

'<  Sept.  27. — l)amage  to  steamboat. 

^^  Oct.  7. — Cars  ran  off  the  track 

^  Dec-  2. — Snowstorm. 
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RecajsitukUion,  1849 — coming  Nertk 

Failed  to  connect  at  Mobile,  Alabama,    7  times. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,.  12  ^^ 

Griffin,  Georgia,       9  '^ 

Augusta,                  3  '^ 

Charleston,  S.  C,    6  *^ 

Wilmington,           48  ^^ 

Weldon,.                   7  " 
Petersbnre, 
Kichpfiond, 
Washington^ 

Total      -  .  -  124  times. 
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Fkilures  of  the  mail  between  New  Orleans  and  Waskingtony  D.  O.yt^ 
connect  during  the  year  1848,.  am/  the  causes  assigned  for  these  fisil- 
vreSy  viz: 

COMINa  NORTH. 

At  Mobile,  January  6, 18. — Grounded  at  Pass  Christian^ 
"         February  18. — Grounded  at  Pass  Christian. 
"         March  6, 16. — Grounded  at  Pass  Christian.. 
"         June  22,  24. — Broke  shaft  of  steamer. 
*^         October  31 . — No  explanation. 
^'         November  1 ,  17. — No  explanation. 
At  Montgomery,  February  3. — Accident  to  steamer. 
"  February  25, 26.— High  water. 

'^  April  8. — High  water. 

"  October  14, 15. — No  explanation. 

At  Auburn,  Febfuary  6. — Cars  off  the  track. 
At  Griffin,  February  7. — Waited  at  Auburn  for  the  mail* 
««         October  9. — No  explanation. 
"         Pecexnber  29,  30,  31  .—Bad  loads. 
At  Augusta,  May  7.— Cars  off  the  track. 
At  Charleston,  Aprn  9. — Accident  to  engine. 

'*  September  10. — Accident  to  engine. 

"  December  17, 18,  23. — Accident  to  engine. 

At  Wilmington,  January  1. — Fog. 

<^  February  9, 12,  17,  25.— Fog  and  heavy  wiadii. 

"  March  3,  4,  6, 16. — Fog  and  heavy  winds. 

''  April  10.— No  boat  at  Charieston. 

'*  August  1. — Heavy  gales. 

"  September  8,  14,  26,  27.— Heavy  gafes. 

"  September  17. — No  boat  at  Charleston. 

«  October  6,  7,  8,  9,  12,  13,  14.— Gales  of  windL 

'*  November  1 1 ,  14, 19. — Gales  of  wind. 

"  December  2, 1 1 ,  17.— Fogs. 

«  December  23,  24,  27,  29.— Bad  weathet.. 
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At  Weldon,  January  1. — Waited  at  Wilmington  for  the  boat. 
^*  February  12,  15.— Snow  storm. 

^'         March  2,  6,  8. — ^Accident  to  the  cars. 
"         April  11,  3, 16.— Cars  off  the  track. 
^'         July  7. — Insufficient  engine. 

"         October  30.— Cars  off  the  track. 
At  Petersburg,  January  2. — Fog. 

''  January  11. — Small  engine. 

^^  February  6,  7. — Small  engine. 

'^  February  12. — Snow. 

^'  March  4, 24. — Insufficient  engine. 

"  March  3.— Snow. 

"  March  9. — Broke  down. 

"  June  30.— Cars  off  the  track. 

^'  July  23. — No  explanation. 

"  September  10, 11. — No  explanation. 

'^  October  13,  16. — No  explanation. 

"  November  19. — No  explanation. 

At  Richmond,  February  6, 12. — Snow  on  the  track. 
At  Baltimore,  January  1,  2,  27. — Fog. 

"  January  10. — Bad  weather. 

<^  January  22. — ^Boat  sprung  a  lesk. 

"  February  13. — Head  wind. 

*'  March  1  — Engine  of  boat  disabled. 

"  March  14. — ^Heavy  wind. 

"  May  5. — Accident  to  force  pump. 

*<  May  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 11.— No  explanation. 

'^  June  5, 12,  19 . — ^Regular  boat  damaged  and  slow  boat  em- 

ployed. 

^^  June  8. — Head  wind  and  detained  at  Old  Point  landing 


«  July  4, 8. —Gale. 

^*  July  26. — ^Accident  to  boiler. 

<^  August  1. — Boat  ran  into  a  vessel  in  the  bay. 

"  August  18,  22.— Storm. 

»'  September  3 — Steamer  damaged. 

*^  October  8. — Steamer  damaged. 

«  October  18,  19.— Head  wind. 

«  November  2, 19,  20.— Head  wind. 

«'  December  3. — Accident  to  the  boiler. 
At  Washington,  December  27,  29. — Snow  on  the  track. 

Recapitulation,  1848 — coming  North. 


Failed  to  connect  at  Mobile,  Alabama, 

10  times 

i<                   li 

Montgomery, " 

6    " 

1 1                   a 

Auburn,         " 

1    ^* 

u                  cc 

Griffin,  Georgia, 

6    " 

ti                  it 

Augusta,    " 

I     " 

l<                        <  € 

Charleston,  South  Carcdina, 

6    " 

t<                            €( 

Wilmington, 

33    <^ 

€€                          « 

Weldon, 

11    « 
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Failed  to  connect  at  Petersburg, 
"  "  Richmond, 


it  <c 


Baltimore, 
Washington, 


Total 


16  times 

1 

<c 

33 

a 

2 

a 

124  times 

fhilures  of  the  mail  between  Washington,  D.  C. ,  and  New  Orleans,  to 
contiect  ditring  the  year  1848,  and  the  causes  assigned  for  these  fail- 
tiresy  viz : 

GOING  SOUTH. 

At  Petersburg,  January  1. — Fog  on  James  river. 

-'^  "        3.— No  boat  to  leave  Baltimore  the  2d. 

"  "        6. — Premature  departure  of  the  cars  south: 

"  "        8. — No  cause  assigned. 

"  "       14. — Fog  and  ice  in  the  river. 

''  "      16.— Thick  fog. 

*^  ^^      20. — Boat  sprung  a  leak. 

"  February  17.— Thick  fog. 

^'  April  24. — Engines  disordered. 

*^  May  21. — Rebuilding  wharf  at  City  Point  railroad  and  fre- 

quent stoppings. 

^^  '^     22,  24. — Fog  and  frequent  stoppings. 

*^  June  21,  23.— Steamer  damaged. 

'*  July  26. — ^Machinery  disordered. 

"  August  11. — Numerous  stoppings  for  passengers. 

"  "21  .—Boat  damaged . 

"  '<      23. — Frequent  stoppings  and  a  strong  current. 

"  September  22. — Head  wind  and  boiler  damaged. 

"  November  18, 19. — ^Head  wind  and  frequent  stoppings. 

At  Weldon,  March  3. — Snow  on  the  track. 
"  "     17. — Insufficient  engine. 

"  "    24.— Insufficient  engines  and  frost  on  the  track. 

"         January  4,  9. — No  explanation. 
"  "       5. — Accident  to  engine. 

"  "       22,  28.— Small  engine. 

"  February  6,  7, 13. — Small  engine. 

"  "        26.— Snow  storm. 

"  May  18. — No  explanation. 

"  September  9,  10. — No  explanation. 

"  October  22. — No  explanation. 

'^  November  18. — No  explanation. 

At  Charleston,  January  21, 29. — Wind  and  sea. 

*'  February  6. — Wind  and  sea. 

At  Wilmington,  February  12. — Snow  storm. 

"  March  2. — ^Accident  to  engine. 

At  Charleston,  March  3,  5  — Fog  and  boat  aground. 

"  "      10, 18.— Bad  weather. 

"  ''     27.— Waited  at  Wilmington  for  northern  mail. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


23  [62] 


At  Charleston,  April  9. — Gale. 
f<  July  16.— Gale. 

''         August  1. — Gale. 
^^         September  27,  29,  30.— Gale. 
'  '^  ''         16.— Broke  shaft. 

^^         October  7. — No  boat  at  Wilmington. 
"  "       10, 14,  20.— Storms. 

'^         November  5,  25. — Storms.  ^ 

^^  December  11,  16,  19,  22. — Fogs  and  head  wmd. 

At  Wilmington,  November  3. — Cars  off  the  track. 
\  ^^  ^'         19.— Waited  at  Weldon  for  the  mail. 

\       At  Augusta,  May  14. — ^No  explanation. 

"  July  4, 15. — ^Accident  to  the  engine. 

"  September  5. — Accident  to  the  engine. 

At  Atlanta,  July  5,  6. — Accident  to  the  engine. 
"        March  28.        Do  do 

"        November  29. — No  explanation. 
At  Montgomery,  February  6. — Cars  off  the  track. 

"  June  4. — Ran  over  a  cow. 

At  Mobile,  February  1. — Accident  to  steamer. 

"  "         18,  25,  26,  27, 28.-«  High  water. 

"        March  10. — No  explanation. 
''        July  23.— Bad  roads. 
'^        August  20,  25,  27.— Bad  roads. 
^^         October  13,  16,  17.— Heavy  rains. 
i  *^        November  6. — No  explanation.  * 

At  New  Orleans,  January  5. — Steamer  groimded  at  Pass  Christian 
''  March  16.  Do  do 

^^  June  23. — No  explanation. 

^^  November  2. — No  explanation. 

^'  July  31. — ^Engine  broke. 

'^  December  IS. — Grounded  at  Pass  Christian. 

JRecapitulaiiony  16A8.— going  South. 

t 

Failed  to  connect  at  Petersburg,  Virginia,  21  times. 


'          Weldon,  N.  C, 

^          WUmington,  N.  C, 

^          Charleston,  S.  C, 

^          Augusta,  Ga., 

'          Atlanta,  Ga., 

^          Montgomery,  Ala., 

^          Mobile,  Alabama, 

'          New  Orleans,  La., 

17 

4 

26 

4 

4 

3 

19 

6 

Total  ....  98  times. 

The  foregoing  statements  show  the  fiiilures  of  the  mail  conveyances, 
and  consequently  of  the  entire  mail,  to  connect  with  the  conveyances  for 
forwarding  it  on  the  next  routes. 

Besides  these  failures  of  the  whole  mail  to  connect,  there  have  been 
numerous  instances  of  partial  interruption,  such  as  the  delay  of  particular 
maUs  between  Mobile  and  New  Orleans. 
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These  delays  have  frequently  occurred  between  Montgomery,  Ala  ,  and 
Mobile,  in  consequence  of  the  nature  of  the  country  along  that  route;  the 
roads  being  subject  to  much  injury  during  the  rainy  season,  and  the 
bridges  frequently  carried  away. 

It  thus  happens  that  when  mails  accumulate  north  of  Montgomery  in 
consequence  of  failures  to  connect,  the  coaches  from  Montgomery  cannot 
take  all  the  mail,  and  a  portion  of  it  is  frequently  left  behind.  This  is 
sometimes  the  case  also  on  other  routes. 
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Slst  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  Es.  Doc* 

Isi  Session.  No.  63. 


REPORT 

•r 

THE  SECRETARY  OF   THE  INTERIOR, 


tBpwnra 


TTie  qvBaniiiy  of  land  sold,  the  amount  of  money  received  therefor ,  and  the 
amount  of  incidental  expenses  thereon,  in  the  years  1847,  '48,  and  '49^ 
with  the  quantity  remaining  unsold  on  3lsi  DecemAer^  1849. 


July  20, 1850. 

Refbired  to  the  Gommittee  on  PoUie  Landit 
July  22, 1850. 
Ordeied  to  be  printed. 


DSPARTHEirr  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

Washington^  July  18, 1850. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28tb  of  March 
last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  statement  showing  'Hhe 
quantity  of  land  sold,  and  the  amount  of  money  received  therefor,  at  each 
of  the  land  offices  in  the  United  States  during  the  last  three  years,  to- 
gether with  the  expenses  of  each  of  said  offices,  and  the  quantity  of  land 
now  remaining  unsold  therein;^'  and  to  state  that,  as  at  present  advised, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  none  of  said  offices  can  be  discontinued  without 
detriment  to  the  public  interest. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  12th  June,  18^0,  requires  that,  when- 
ever the  quantity  of  public  land  remaining  unsold  in  any  land  district 
shall  be  reduced  to  a  number  of  acre's  less  than  one  hundred  thousand^ 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  discontinue  the 
land  office  of  such  district. 

From  the  enclosed  statement  it  will  be  perceived  that  but  one  of  the 
land  offices  comes  within  this  provision — that  at  Indian^wlis,  Indiana; 
but  as  this  is  located  at  the  seat  of  government  of  that  State — a  point  at 
which  it  will  be  desirable  ultimately  to  close  the  land'  business  of  that 
State — I  have  deemed  it  proper,  under  the  authority  conferred  by  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act  of  September  4,  1841,  to  continue  the  land 
office  at  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING,  Secretary. 

Hon.  Wm.  R.  KtNQ, 

President  of  the  Senate^ 
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Statement  shaunng  the  quantity  of  land  sold  at  each  of  the  district  land 
offices  in  the  several  States  during  t/ie  years  1847^  lodS^  and  1849,  the 
amount  of  purchase-money  received  therefor y  and  the  amount  of  inci- 
dented  expenses  for  each  district  during  the  same  period,  with  the  num- 
ber of  acres  remaining  unsold  DecemSer  31 , 1 849. 


StAtei  and  dlftrieta. 


OHIO. 


Cbillicothe 

Defiance,  (late  Upper  Sanduaky) 


JeffenonTille... 
Vincennea..*..i 
Indianapolis .  • . 
Crawfordsrille., 
Fflfirt  Wayne. . , 
Winamac 


ILUMOIt. 


Sbawneetown. 

Kaakaakia 

EdwardayUle.. 

Vandalia 

Palestine 

iSprinrfield.... 

Danyflle 

Ctuincy 

Dixon 

Chicago 


Misoirftb 


St.  Louis.  •, 
Fayette . . . . 
Palmyra .  • 
JadcBon.  •  • 
Clinton.... 
Springfield . 
Plattsbttff., 
Biilan*.... 


00 

T3  q 


133,088.07 
86,399.13 


319,387.20 


79,750.65 
103,964.31 
158,680.38 

40,110.33 
319,135.01 
193,349. 19 


793,979.71 


88,934.83 
70,519,43 
45,886.53 
57.816.57 
98,335  47 
51,939.14 
57,430.75 
46,716.53 
357,916.34 
190, 139.85 


1176,853  03 
308,737  13 


385,580  14 


99,748  19 
139,966  13 
304,441  00 

50, 143  45 
417, 106  16 
380,849  99 


1,333,354  93 


1,065,604.80 


103,040.69 
77,0.^5.63 
53,135.53 

108,080.53 
83,461.90 
97,840  67 

114,846.67 
3,048.35 


633,499.86 


111,337  87 
88, 146  68 
57,358  36 
73,371  03 

133,933  43 
65,398  90 
71,803  25 
58,479  26 

451, 183  16 

237,661  71 


|8,793  43 
9,096  34 


17,889  77 


HI 

43 


864,581.13 
411,569.17 


676*150.39 


8,383  1» 

7,374  33 

13,016  40 

4,976  65 

13,549  87 

14,706  46 


60,808  89 


1,336,361  64 


137,553  88 

96,333  99 

66,407  81 

137,601  27 

104.363  83 

133,315  16 

143,653  34 

3,811  53 


792,036  71 


6,369  IB 
5,664  5a 
4,359  58 
5,035  17 
7,309  47 
4,807  19 
4,638  30 
4,996  55 
16,656  60 
13,333  86 


73, 164  98 


19,433  40 
6.351  78 
5,247  11 
6,611  68 
6,598  80 
8,'839  88 
8,304  34 
610  00 


61,995  37 


S56,8S1.8S 
895,987.78 

77,888.9» 

815,946.88 

837,314.89 

U534,054.73 


8,816,637.90 


3,005,586.13 
885,884.41 
688,708.97 

8,156,181.75 
893,661.86 
798,684.81 

3,688,748.13 
358,045.76 

1,749,799.00 
538,843.48 


13,699,477.67 


8,314,770.77 
1,038,668.06 
1,381,971.97 
7,803,965.93 
4,683,383.53 
6,638,565.86 
3,151,909.97 
1,965,454.89 


28,911,010.38 


*NewoiBoe.    Salea  comiMBOtd  io  4Ui  quarter  of  1849. 
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STATEMENT— Continued- 


Stfttef  and  diatrieta. 


ALABAMA. 

St.  Stepfaen^a. 

Cahaba 

HoDtafUle 

Tuacalooaa 

6parU 

Demopolia 

Mont^omeiy 

Lebanoo 


VMiitum. 

Washingtoii.. .  ..«•..• 

Aaeosta. 

Jackaon 

Grenada 

Colambua 


LOUiaiAVA. 

New  Orteana. , 

Opelousaa 

Monroe..... •< 

Oreentbnrif , 

liatchitoclMa. , 


MicnaAK. 

Hetroit 

Kalamasoo , 

Oenesee 

looia < 

6aullSte.  Marie*....  < 


Bateaville.... 
Cittle  Rock . . 
Waahington. . 
Fayetteville.. 

Helena 

Clarkeville. . ., 
•Cfaainpagiaole 


00 
00 


16,533.05 
61,635.78 
50,093.83 
45,463.73 
73,399.05 
5,046.91 
43,318.56 
93,523.02 


388,011.93 


13,878.11 
33,115.52 
8, 132. 18 
11,984.17 
93,673.78 


150,773.76 


33,686.07 

58,608.07 

71,107.76 

None. 

166,391.95 


339,893.85 


37,534.30 
37,085.16 
11,910.68 
85,633  59 
38,350.83 


180,394.56 


47.377.88 
38,768.16 
31,376.60 
16,334.03 
49.694.38 
15,785.85 
67,020.29 


356,347.09 


I 


131,838  55 

77,044  78 
62,856  63 
56,998  65 
91,748  70 
6,349  89 
54,209  07 
115,648  81 


486,095  08 


17,347  63 
38,894  70 
10, 103  03 
17,143  13 
117,373  73 


190,860  31 


43.368  18 

73,305  35 

89,408  31 

None. 

308,998  09 


414,079  83 


34,840  38 
33,936  48 
19,083  68 
107,779  5?3 
60,603  65 


356,833  77 


59,330  60 
35,960  17 
S9,31M)  96 
30,380  19 
63,117  90 
19. 732  24 
83,776  98 


3i20,309  04 


M  o 


14,373  53 
5,229  30 
5,205  64 
4,742  78 
5,383  97 
3,368  48 
4,909  56 
9,360  88 


43,373  54 


4,333  13 

3,674  38 
4, 147  43 
4,049  97 
6,563  13 


23,758  04 


8,454  06 
6,314  46 
6,080  90 
3,742  57 
8,970  34 


38,463  33 


6,383  65 
9,396  43 
3,705  38 
6,833  48 
3,883  97 


30,303  91 


5,101  17 
4,945  39 
4,074  56 
4,931  33 
6,135  96 
3,774  47 
6, 193  63 


35, 146  89 


.£5525 


3,344.863.04 
2,138,794.78 
3,751,467.76 
3,499.883.41 
3,446.606.10 
331,936.05 
528,917.55 
3,315,576.01 


17,348,038.70 


1.550,616.73 
6,353,309.08 
1,639,195.36 
946,965.83 
1,303,616  50 


11,693,703  40 


4,133.503.13 
6.748.214.91 
3.962,350.84 
2,774,693.81 
3.307,796.98 


20,925,558.67 


1,291,277.99 

364.738.01 

5.260.929.77 

7,721,609.25 

10,371,443.63 


34.909,988.64 


7,096,365.05 
3,937,199.87 
4,487,543  34 
3,809,779.97 
8,637,560.88 
3,879,503.56 
8,628.814.64 


87,336,765.71 


'  New  oiBoa.    Salea  commenced  in  Jane,  1848. 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Statea  and  districts. 


Tallahassee... 
fit.  Augustine. 
Newnansvilie . 


Dubuque.. 
Fairfield... 
Iowa  City . 


wiscoiriiif. 


Mineral  Point.  • 
Green  Bay .... 
Milwaukie  ...  • 
Willow  River*. 


mmiEtOTA  TIRaiTORT. 

StOlwaterf.... 


5  Op 


43,015.75 

3,604.19 

13,795.38 


59,415.33 


306,938.14 
193,145.50 
135,351.76 


535,435.40 


301,631.31 

441,428  76 

481,595.54 

10,379  88 


1,134,935.49 


1,811.98 


■ss. 

II 


154,960  30 

3,351  47 

17,344  37 


75,456  04 


859,803  89 
841,747  39 
159,838  47 


660,789  05 


354,613  36 

552,323  11 

606,626  56 

12,849  78 


1,426,413  81 


8.' 

S3 


16,313  80 
3,759  4a 
4,473  18 


14,446  50 


1^   . 

Id 


6,306,681.18 

19,931,939.80 

7,588,644.07 


33,817,865.05 


13,338  87     14,458,048.'i0 

11,497  76       5,810,538  37 

8,634  04       7,315,731.3? 


33,470  67 


10,759  87 

17,519  84 

16,637  11 

8,307  37 


47,314  09 


3,364  98 


380  00 


37,484,318.04 


7,305,313.1^1 

6,590,861.05 

867, 126.67 

18,452,781.85 


36,616,081.18 


13,895, 130.Qft 


^  New  office.    Sales  commenced  in  July,  1848. 
t  If  AW  oifics.    Sales  commeoced  in  October,  1849. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


States. 

Acres  sold. 

Receipts. 

Incidental  ez- 
peoses. 

Acres  unsold  Dec. 
31,  1849. 

219,387.20 
793,979.71 

1,065,604.80 
633,499.86 
388,011.92 
150,773.76 
329,893.85 
180,394.56 
256,247.09 
59,415.32 
525,435.40 

1,134,935.49 
1,811.98 

#385,580  14 

1,332.254  92 

1,336,361  64 

792,036  71 

486,095  08 

190,860  21 

414,079  83 

256,233  77 

320,309  04 

75,456  04 

660,789  05 

1,426,412  81 

2,264  98 

117,889  77 
60,808  89 
72, 164  98 
61,995  37 
42,372  54 
22,758  04 
32,462  33 
30,202  91 
35, 146  29 
14,446  50 
32,470  67 
47,214  09 
320  00 

676,150.30 
2,816,637.90 

ladiana  ..••••■•■•■•• 

lilinoifl 

13.699,477.67 

MiMourit.  •••••• 

28.911.010.38 

Alabama 

17,248,032.70 

Miaainippi 

11,693,703.40 

AUH««IWVip|«« 

LiOuiBiana   ••••••«•  %t 

90.925.558.67 

'M'ichiaan .■■••*• 

24.909,988.64 
97,256.765.71 

Arkannui ■• 

Florida 

33.817.265  05 

Iowa •••••••••• 

27.484  318  04 

Wiaconun. 

26,616,051.18 
•13,895,120.00 

MinBeaota  Territory.. 

Total 

5,739,390.94 

7,678,734  22 

470,252  38 

949,950.109.64 

•  Estimated. 


Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  accounts  of  several  of  the  receiTers,  showing  the  disbursements 
made  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1849,  estimates  of  the  expenses  have  been  inserted.. 

OaKKSAL  Law  Orncs,  4pU  25, 1850. 
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